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c foreword 


I't  is  finished^  And  if  you  ask,  as  many  have  already  done,  why  I  have 
written  this  book,  I  will  paraphrase  a  remark  by  the  author  of  one  of  the 
most  enthralling  biographies  ever  written.  In  his  Preface  to  Charles  Dickens, 

Hi s  Tragedy  and  Triumph,  Edgar  Johnson  has  the  following  opening  sentence: 
"Charles  Dickens  belongs  to  all  the  world."  Although  William  Robert  Lesley 
cannot  be  said  to  belong  to  all  the  world,  perhaps,  he  certainly  belongs  to 
a  sizable  cross-section  of  the  U.S.A.  —  notably  Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  all 
points  west,  and  even  a  few  points  south  and  east.  I  have  always  wantea  to 
know  more  about  him,  his  wife  and  their  sons  and  daughters  as  well  as  their 
many  descendants.  I  was  sure  that  there  were  many  others  who  would  feel  the 
same  way. 

Every  once  in  awhile  in  our  reading  we  find  someone  else  expressing  our 
own  thoughts  even  better  than  we  ourselves  can  express  them.  Thus  it  was  that 
more  than  a  year  ago  I  ran  across  the  following  which  sums  up  completely  my 
own  reasons  for  undertaking  this  rather  arduous  task,  and  for  devoting  almost 
two  years  of  my  time  and  not  inconsiderable  amounts  of  money,  to  the  work: 

In  his  "Augusta  County,  Virginia",  written  three  quarters  of  a 
century  ago,  J.  Lewis  Peyton  has  this  to  say: 

"A  small  remnant  only  of  the  adventures  of  our  pioneers  is 
preserved.  Much  of  the  information,  collected  here  and 
there  from  tradition,  is  uncertain,  and  some  of  it  absurd, 

.  yet  we  know  enough  ...  to  render  their  history  both  in¬ 
teresting  and  instructive. 

"A  strong  wish  to  preserve,  in  a  permanent  form,  a  record 
of  the  past,  that  it  may  no  longer  be  clouded  by  ignorance 
nor  perplexed  by  fiction;  to  rescue  from  unmerited  oblivion 
the  memories  of  our  founders,  whose  heirs  we  are,  with  re¬ 
spect  to  civil  and  religious  laws,  language,  science,  and 
territory;  to  keep  alive  in  their  descendants  a  love  and 
veneration  for  their  memories  and  a  spirit  of  patriotism, 
has  been  the  chief  incentive  for  this  work." 

Such,  then  were  my  motives.  How  well  my  aims  have  been  achieved  is  for 
my  readers  to  judge.  I  hope  they  will  nor  judge  too  harshly,  for,  if  Mr.  Peyton 
was  confronted  with  scarcity  of  information  so  long  ago,  this  writer  was  surely 
so  faced.  The  early  Lesleys  seemed  not  people  who  deemed  their  activities  of 
sufficient  importance  to  write  them  down  for  their  posterity.  Or,  if  so, those 
records  had  long  been  destroyed  by  the  vicissitudes  and  dangers  of  their  arduous 
lives.  The  word-of-mouth,  generation-to-generation  tradition,  also,  was  meager 
and  contained  many  of  "uncertainties"  and  "absurdities"  of  which  the  early 
historian  speaks.  Although  uncertain  and  even  absurd,  we  ourselves  on  occasion 
repeat  them  in  the  absence  of  actual  refutation,  for  lack  of  something  more 
substantial  even  though  some  of  it  stands  not  up  under  logic  and  reason.  Even, 
so,  however,  we  believe  our  efforts  have  been  justified  and  that  the  results 
are  sufficiently  substantial  and  rewarding. 
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Another  question  will  perhaps  be  asked,  and  has  indeed  been  posed  several 
tines,  why  include  the  generations  and  persons  still  living?  The  question  lias 
already  been  answered  by  the  foregoing,  but  for  clarity  and  enphasis  will  add 
that  among  those  descendants  still  living  I  found  such  a  woeful  lack  of  know¬ 
ledge  of  where  they  themselves  stood  in  the  line  of  descent,  that  I  determined 
to  show  them  if  at  all  humanly  possible.  I  believe  this,  at  least,  has  been 
done.  Although  the  bo'ok  has  grown  beyond  even  my  own  original  concept  it 

does  follow  closely  and  as  completely  as  possible  the  original  general  plan 

proposed  at  the  outset.  There  is  still  much  "unfinished  business",  many  un¬ 
answered  questions,  but  it  does,  point  the  way.  It  also  discloses  many  interest¬ 
ing  and  fascinating  by-paths  into  which  by  strict  discipline  I  did  not  allow  my¬ 
self  to  stray  at  least  not  beyond  the  point  of  no  return. 

Washington  D.  C.  Sincerely, 

April  1956 

Ruth  Cleveland  Leslie 
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LESLIE  FAMILY  IN  SCOTLAND 


The  few  passages  which  follow,  concerning  the  name  of  Leslie  and  the 
founding  of  the  family  nine  hundred  years  ago  in  Scotland,  have  been  added 
to  tickle  the  palate  of  those  of  us  who  like  to  feel  that  we  arc  of  the  nobili¬ 
ty.  Also  to  those  who  are  romantically  inclined.  This  includes  this  writer 
who  has  always  felt  a  sort  of  lilt  when  thinking  of  knights  and  castles,  lords, 
and  ladies,  the  Scottish  heather,  and  all  that  goes  with  the  life  of  kings  and 
queens  and  their  royal  families. 

I  have  made  no  effort  to  "tie  in"  ivith  anything  specific  "over  there", 
except  the  Isles  themselves. 

There  is  general  agreement  that  the  origin  of  all  Leslies  is  the  same  — 
that  briefly  described  herein  —  and  that  the  family  has  spread  over  not  only 
the  British  Isles,  but  in  other  countries  as  well.  There  are  many  branches 
in  America  and  some  of  these  branches  purport  to  have  traced  their  ancestry 
all  the  way  back  to  the  beginning. 

It  is  stressed  at  the  beginning  of  this  story,  however,  that  as  far  as 
is  known  to  this  researcher  such  tracing  lias  not  been  accomplished,  and  was 
not  even  attempted  by  her  as  a  part  of  this  project.  Therefore,  the  exact 
strain  or  branch  of  that  family  to  which  William  Robert  and  his  family  be¬ 
longed  is  still  shrouded  in  mystery.  We  can't  ask  him,  for  he  sleeps  on  the 
shelf  of  the  hill,  and  has  for  this  150  years  agone.  And  it  matters  not  for 
the  purposes  of  this  book. 


The  Nobles 


The  first  of  the  family  of  Leslie  was  Bartholf,  a  distinguished  Hungarian 
nobleman  who  came  to  England  in  the  suite  of  Edgar,  the  Atheling,  who  claimed 
to  be  the  rightful  heir  to  the  English  throne.  After  the  Battle  of  Hastings 
(1066)  in  which  William  of  Normandy  (William  The  Conqueror)  gained  the  English 
throne,  the  ships  of  the  fugitive  Saxon  Prince  took  refuge  in  Scotland.  With 
Prince  Edgar  was  his  sister,  Margaret,  who  afterwards  became  Queen  of  the 
Scottisli  King,  Malcolm  of  Canmore  (Malcolm  III).  Queen  Margaret  was  so  loved 
by  the  King  and  his  people  that  she  was  called  Saint  Margaret. 

Tradition  says  that  the  Hungarian  nobleman,  Bartholf,  had  the  high  honor 
of  carrying  the  Queen  on  a  pillion  behind  him  when  she  went  riding.  Lest  she 
fall,  she  was  supported  by  a  strap  which  was  buckled  about  both  their  waists. 

On  one  of  these  rides  as  they  were  crossing  a  river,  the  Queen  almost  fell 
from  the  horse.  The  chamberlain,  (Bartholf),  cried  out  in  great  anxiety:  "Grip 
FastJ"  To  this  the  Queen  replied:  "Gin  the  buckle  bide."  To  obviate  the  danger 
of  the  buckle  giving  way  in  the  future,  two  more  buckles  were  added. 

Out  of  this  incident,  according  to  tradition,  came  the  inspiration  for 
the  Leslie  Family  Crest  and  Motto. 

The  Arms:  Argent  on  a  bend  azure,  three  buckles  or. 

The  Crest:  A  demi  griffin  ppr  (proper  colours ). 

Motto:  Grip  fast, 

Bartholf  married  Beatrix,  sister  of  King  Malcolm  of  Canmore,  and  daughter 


IX 


of  King  Duncan  who  had  been  slain  by  Macbeth.  MacBeth  in  turn  was  slain  by 
Malcolm.  King  Malcolm  not  only  knighted  Bartholf  but  granted  him  vast  estates. 
These  lands  were  chosen  thus:  Bartholf  was  to  ride  northward  from  Dunfermline 
where  the  King's  palace  was  situated,  and  was  promised  all  the  land  for  a 
mile  around  any  point  where  he  should  find  it  necessary  to  alight  to  feed  his 
horse. 

He  alighted  first  at  Fechil,  now  called  Leslie  in  Fife;  next  at  Innerlessad, 
in  Angus;  third  at  Feskie  or  Eskie  in  the  Mearns;  the  fourth  at  Cushine  in  Mar. 

His  horse  at  last  failed  him  at  the  place  now  called  Leslie  in  Garioch.  On  his 
return  to  court  the  King  asked  him  where  he  had  left  his  horse  and  he  replied, 
some  say  -  "At  the  lesse  ley  beside  the  Mair",  others  give  it  -  "Between  a  lesse 
and  a  Mair"  — "My  horse  it  tyred  and  stopped  there." 

The  King  answered  in  the  same  style  -  "Lord  Leslie  shalt  thou  be.  And  thy 
: eirs  after  thee". 

Thus,  the  Leslies  were  established  in  Fife,  Angus,  The  Mearnes,  and  Aberdeen¬ 
shire.  This  occurred  almost  900  years  ago  and  from  this  union  of  Bartholf  and 
Beatrix,  all  authorities  seem  agreed,  all  Scottish  Leslies  are  descended. 

Through  the  centuries  which  have  passed  since  that  time  many  members  of  the 
various  branches  of  the  family  have  been  honored  by  knighthood,  baronys, 
earldoms,  and  dukedoms.  Coats  of  arms  have  been  bestowed,  each  of  which, although 
some  with  variations,  seem  based  upon  the  original  simple  crest  above  described. 
Time  and  the  changes  it  has  wrought  has  reduced  the  number  to  a  very  few.  One 
of  the  latest  listings  which  this  writer  has  scanned  mentions  only  the  following: 

LESLIE 

The  surname  is  derived  from  the  lands  of  Leslie,  in  Aberdeenshire.  The 
first  on  record  was  Bartholf  of  Leslie.  Malcolm,  son  of  Bartholf,  had  a  charter 
of  Leslie  in  the  reign  of  William  the  Lion.  The  Leslies  of  that  Ilk  were  con¬ 
stables  of  the  Royal  Castle  of  Inverurie  in  the  Garioch. 

George  Leslie  of  Ballinbreich  was  the  first  Earl  of  Rothes  created  by  James 
II.  Malcolm.  20th  Earl  of  Rothes,  is  the  present  chief  of  the  clan.  He  still 
owns  the  Castle-hill  of  Rothes  in  Strathspey. 

Sir  Alexander  Leslie  (1st  Earl  of  Leven,  cr.  1641)  was  a  famous  general 
during  the  Civil  War.  His  title  is  now  united  with  that  of  Melville.  Archibald 
is  now  13th  Earl  of  Melville. 

Sir  George  Leslie  of  Balquhain  was  the  founder  of  this  famous  branch.  He 
got  a  grant  from  David  II  in  1340.  The  house  is  now  represented  by  Allan 
Lesl ie.  29th  Baron  of  Balquhain.  Leslie  of  Wardis.  Balquhain,  is  now  re¬ 
presented  by  Sir  Henry  Leslie.  9th  Baronet  of  Wardis.  Leslie  of  Warthill,  Cadet 
of  Wardis,  has  held  that  estate  since  1518. 
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PLATE  83  REPRODUCED  FROM  THE 

COLLECTIONS  OF  THE 
LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

Leslie  of  Gleische 

In  Facsimile  of  an  ancient  Heraldic  Manuscript  Emblazoned  by  Sir 
David  Lyndsay  of  the  Mount  Lyon  King  of  Arms  1542.  (1878  Edinburgh) 
Library  of  Congress  Class  CR  1659  Book-L-5. 

This  was  chosen  because  of  its  close  resemblance  to  the  original 
crest  designed  for  the  first  Leslie  to  whom  a  coat  of  arms  was  issued, 
as  described  earlier  in  this  volume.  There  were  many  others  with 
varying  designs.  The  General  Armory  of  England.  Scotland,  Ireland, 
and  Wales,  by  J.  Bernard  Burke,  which  first  appeared  in  1842,  listed 
28  different  ones  for  the  various  Leslie  houses  in  the  1884  edition 
published  by  Harrison  &  Sons,  Booksellers  to  the  Queen. 

Symbolisms  of  the  Common  Charges 
The  Griffin:  This  chimerical  creature  has  the  head,  wings,  and 
talons  of  an  eagle,  and  body  of  a  lion.  It  is  one  of  the  principal  bear¬ 
ings  in  heraldry,  but  chiefly  as  a  crest  or  supporter.  Guillem  says 
that  it  sets  forth  the  property  of  a  valorous  soldier  whose  magnanimity 
is  such  that  he  will  dare  all  dangers,  and  even  death  itself,  rather 
than  become  captive.  It  also  symbolized  vigilancy,  and  is  found  to 
be  as  old  as  the  time  of  the  Phoenicians,  as  shown  by  Count  D’Aiviella. 
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BUCHANAN 


BUCHANAN  OF  AUCHMAR  traces  the  origin  of  the  Clan  to  Anselan  0  Kyan,  son 
of  a  king  of  Ulster,  who  landed  in  Argyll  about  the  year  1016.  For  his  services 
against  the  Danes  he  received  from  King  Malcolm  II.  the  lands  of  Buchanan,  lying 
to  the  east  of  Loch  Lomond.  These  lands  remained  in  the  possesion  of  the  family 
for  almost  seven  centuries  until  the  death  of  John,  22nd  laird  of  Buchanan,  in 
1682. 


Cadets  of  the  clan  included  the  Buchanans  of  Auchmar,  Spittal,  Arnprior, 
Drumikill,  Carbeth  and  Leny,  and  the  chiefship  passed  ultimately  to  the  Leny 
branch. 

The  clan  bore  their  full  share  of  the  military  operations  of  their  country. 
They  supported  Bruce  in  his  struggle  for  Scottish  independence  and  the  clan  was 
represented  in  the  7000  men  sent  from  Scotland  to  assist  the  French  king  after 
the  Battle  of  Agincourt.  It  is  claimed  that  Sir  Alexander  Buchanan  killed  the 
Duke  of  Clarence  at  the  Battle  of  Bauge  in  1421.  The  chief  of  the  clan  and 
Buchanan  of  Leny  fell  at  Flodden  in  1513.  The  clan  took  an  active  part  in  the 
Battles  of  Pinkie  and  Langside. 

George  Buchanan,  the  famous  Latin  scholar,  was  born  at  Killearn  in  1506. 
Educated  at  St.  Andrews  and  Paris,  he  was  imprisoned  at  the  instance  of  Cardinal 
Beaton,  but  escaped  to  France.  He  acted  as  tutor  to  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  and 
was  afterwards  moderator  for  the  General  Assembly,  and  tutor  to  James  VI.  From 
1570  to  1578  he  was  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal.  His  Latin  History  of  Scotland, 
and  his  Latin  poetry  earned  for  him  European  fame.  He  died  in  1852. 

Crest:  A  hand  couped,  holding  a  ducal  cap,  within  two  laurel  branches 
disposed  orlewise,  proper.  Badge:  Bilberry,  Oak.  War  Cry:  Clar  Innis  (an 
island  on  Loch  Lomond).  There  is  a  Buchanan  Society  with  headquarters  in 
Glasgow. 

. ..  Each  clan  consisted  generally  of  "native  men"  and  "broken  men".  The 
"native  men"  were  those  who  were  related  to  the  chief  and  to  each  other  by 
blood  ties.  This  blood  relationship  is  an  important  fundamental  in  the  clan 
system  and  was  a  strong  element  in  the  patriarchal  system  of  government.  The 
members  of  the  clan  were  related  to  the  chief  and  principal  heads  of  the 
clan  and  in  this  consanguinity  all  were  bound  together  in  a  common  interest. 

The  clan  also  contained  septs  or  branches  composed  of  clansmen  who  had  become 
powerful  or  prominent  in  some  way,  and  founded  families  almost  as  important 
as  that  of  the  chief. 

The  "Broken  men"  were  individuals  or  groups  from  other  clans  who  had 
sought  and  obtained  protection  of  the  clan.  The  clan  organization  consisted 
of  the  chief,  the  tanist,  the  cheftains,  the  captain,  the  daoin'-uaisle-  the 
gentlemen,  and  the  general  body  of  the  clan.... 

(Source:  Robert  Bains'  The  Clans  and  Tartans  of  Scotland) 
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To  Kinsmen  and  Friends 


Both  justice  and  decency  require  that 
we  should  bestow  upon  our  forefathers 
an  honorable  remembrance.  Thucydides. 


TWO  YEARS  AGO,  when  a  bit  of  freedom  from  daily  routine  came  my  way, 

I  SETT  ABOUT  the  preparation  of  this  volume  which  has  grown  into  a 
tome. 

I  PRESENT  IT  TO  YOU  and  beg  your  kind  indulgence  for  its  short-com¬ 
ings. 

MANY  QUESTIONS  remain  unanswered,  but  the  way  is  shown,  and  the  dual 
purpose  of  the  undertaking  has  been  accomplished  at  least  in  part: 

A  FEW  FACTS  and  a  FEW  FANCIES  have  been  rattling  around  here  and 
there  with  no  one  haven  in  which  to  light.  This  haven  has  now  been 
furnished  to  as  many  as  came  my  way  by  diligent  search  on  my  own 
part  and  through  the  assistance  of  many  of  you. 

YOUR  OWN  GENEALOGICAL  NICHE  in  the  FAMILY  OF  WILLIAM  ROBERT  LESLIE 
has  been  pointed  out  to  you. 

These  were  the  goals  toward  which  you  and  I  labored.  I  THANK  YOU 
one  and  all  for  your  encouragement,  your  patience,  your  sympathetr 
ie  understanding,  and  your  assistance  of  all  kinds.  Without  them 
ray  courage  would  have  failed. 

IT  HAS  BEEN  A  PLEASURE  working  with  you.  I  feel  as  though  I  know 
all  of  you  and  that  I  have  gained  many  friends,  who  otherwise 
would  not  have  come  my  way.  I  WANT  TO  SHARE  YOU  WITH  YOU! 


Sincerely, 


Washington  D.  C 
April  1956. 


Ruth  Cleveland  Leslie 
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THE  NAME 


LESLEY  -  LESLIE 

Two  spellings  have  been  adopted  for  use  in  this  history:  "Lesley" 
for  the  first  three  generations;  and  "Leslie"  for  the  4th  and  subsequent 
generations.  There  are  a  few  exceptions  to  this  rule  and  these  are 
pointed  out  and  explained  in  the  proper  places  in  the  text. 

The  decision  to  use  both  spellings  was  made  after  exhaustive  scrutiny 
of  both  family  and  public  records.  "Lesley"  was  the  spelling  most  generally 
used  by  members  of  the  early  generations  and  by  public  officials  as  well, 
for  approximately  100  years  after  William  Robert  Lesley’s  arrival  in  this 
country  from  Ireland,  and  it  is  said  that  that  is  the  Irish  spelling.  The 
"Leslie"  spelling  seems  to  have  been  generally  adopted  by  this  branch  of 
the  family  around  1870  or  before.  There  were  some  who  adopted  it  earlier 
and  some  others  who  adopted  it  much  later.  There  were  a  few  who  never  did 
adopt  it. 

Other  spellings  which  we  must  list  and  must  recognize  because  of  their 
importance  to  the  accuracy  of  this  history  are:  Lesly,  Lessly,  Lessley, 
Lasly,  Lasley,  Laslie,  Lastley,  and  Lesslie.  There  were  no  doubt  others 
which  crept  in  as  so  many  clerks  and  other  public  officials  prepared  official 
documents.  Some  of  the  early  records,  such  as  land  surveys  and  militia 
lists,  which  were  written  or  copied  by  various  people  often  have  the  name 
spelled  two  or  more  different  ways  in  the  same  document.  Then  perhaps  the 
person  signing  the  document  spelled  the  name  an  entirely  different  way. 

However  he  or  she  spelled  the  name,  all  those  whom  we  list  herein  are 
descendants  of  William  Robert  Lesley  from  Ireland. 
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A  Southeast  Prospect  of  the  City  of  New  York,  1756-57  by  Unidentified.  Artist 

(Courtesy  of  the  Heu>  York  Historical  Society,  Hew  York  City.) 

Contributed  by  Jfrs.  Cbas.  A  Loreto  (nee  Rosalee  Leslie) 


America  Bound 


The  Lesley  Brothers  Arrive  in  New  York  City 

We  begin  our  narrative  with  the  departure  of  William  Robert  Lesley  and 
his  brother,  John,  from  Dublin,  Ireland,  in  1755  —  200  years  ago.  As  you 
have  seen  we  have  made  no  attempt  to  bridge  the  gap  between  the  early  Scottish 
kings  and  barons  and  our  own  ancestors  —  a  gap  of  some  seven  centuries  in 
length. 

Some  members  of  the  family  have  said  that  these  brothers  were  sons  of  one 
John  Lesley  who  kept  a  tavern  in  Ireland;  also  that  he  had  been  banished  from 
Scotland  as  a  "free  thinker"  at  the  beginning  of  the  18th  century.  Whether 
these  things  are  true  or  not  is  a  matter  of  conjecture  and  so  far  as  this 
particular  story  is  concerned  of  no  particular  importance.  Another  story  is 
to  the  effect  that  the  two  brothers  brought  with  them  wares  wherewith  to  set 
up  a  linen  shop  in  the  new  world.  Soon  after  their  arrival,  however,  matters 
took  a  much  different  turn  and  this  goal  was  never  achieved. 

We  never  heard  the  name  of  the  ship  the  Lesley  brothers  took  nor  how  long 
they  were  on  their  way.  It  was  a  wooden  sailing  vessel  of  some  sort,  however, 
for  there  was  no  other  kind  at  that  time.  The  mid-l8th  century  was  a  time  of 
vast  expansion  in  the  building  of  these  ships.  About  1765,  Nelson's  Armada 
was  given  a  mighty  boost  by  greatly  improved  warships  which  had  been  many  years 
abuilding.  These,  too,  were  wooden  and  were  sailing  vessels  —  beautiful,  proud 
things.  It  is  doubtful  that  the  passenger  ships  of  that  day  had  accommodations 
to  equal  even  those  of  the  crew  of  those  warships. 

The  Lesley  brothers  arrived  in  New  York  and  apparently  got  into  difficulties 
almost  immediately.  Some  sort  of  street  brawl  developed.  In  this,  William 
Robert  came  off  the  victor  and  entered  a  barber  shop  to  have  the  evidences  of  the 
fray  removed.  The  barber,  a  friend  of  Lesley's  opponent,  let  his  razor  slip,  by 
accident  or  design,  and  slit  the  throat  of  his  customer.  The  wound  was  so  serious 
that  William  Robert  was  close  to  death  for  quite  awhile.  During  his  illness  his 
brother  John  disappeared,  no  doubt  giving  him  up  for  dead.  They  never  met  again. 
The  wound  he  received  was  to  prove  the  indirect  cause  of  the  death  of  William 
Robert  some  57  years  afterward. 

Linen  Merchant  Turns  Pioneer 


William  Robert  Lesley,  left  stranded  alone  in  a  strange  city,  departed  as 
soon  as  possible  —  as  would  most  of  us  have  done  from  a  place  which  had  wel¬ 
comed  our  appearance  with  such  bloodthirsty  attentions.  He  made  his  way  to 
Philadelphia,  by  what  means  we  do  not  know  —  perhaps  by  post  chaise,  perhaps 
by  coastwise  vessel,  more  likely  afoot  or  in  a  much  more  lowly  equipage,  for 
he  could  not  have  had  any  funds. 

In  Pennsylvania  he  met  and  married  Elizabeth  Buchanan.  This  is  believed 
to  have  taken  place  in  Lancaster  County.  They  soon  joined  a  caravan  of  Scotch- 
Irish  settlers  on  their  way  to  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  which  at  that  time 
encompassed  all  the  lands  of  Virginia  westward  of  the  Blueridge  to  the  Mississippi 
and  northward  to  Canada. 

At  just  what  point  in  Augusta  the  Lesleys  first  stopped  has  not  been  revealed 
but  eventually  they  came  to  the  Bluestone  in  what  became  in  1800  and  what  is  now 
Tazewell  County,  Virginia.  It  is  with  that  county  that  we  usually  associate 
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our  family.  As  I  will  show  later,  they  could  very  well  have  come  to  that  spot 
in  the  beginning.  However,  wherever  they  were  it  was  in  the  environs  of 
Augusta  County  as  constituted  before  other  counties  begun  to  be  broken  off 
from  it.  Elsewhere,  I  have  shown  the  sucession  of  counties  under  whose  juris¬ 
diction  the  Lesleys  were  at  different  periods  of  their  Virginia  residence. 

The  William  Robert  Lesley's  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  all  born 
in  Augusta  County,  Virginia.  Two  daughters,  Nancy  and  Elizabeth,  are  believed 
to  have  been  older  than  the  two  sons,  although  the  dates  of  their  birth  have 
not  come  down  to  us.  John,  the  elder  son,  was  born  in  1760,  and  Robert  was 
born  in  1763. 
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Early  Exploration  and  Settlement 


In  Southwest  Virginia 

Hunters  had  for  years  roamed  the  vast  wilderness  of  the  southwestern  part 
of  Virginia.  However,  the  first  expedition  to  bring  about  practical  results 
in  the  way  of  settlement  was  that  of  Colonel  James  Patton  in  the  spring  of 
1748.  It  was  the  first  to  cross  the  New  River  and  the  first  to  enter  the 
territory  of  what  now  constitutes  Tazewell  County,  Virginina.  At  that  time, 
of  course,  Tazewell  was  a  part  of  Augusta  County. 

In  1750,  Colonel  Patton,  Dr.  Thomas  Walker,  and  others  set  out  upon  a 
circuitous  journey  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  a  grant  which  had  been  issued 
to  Patton.  Four  months  were  spent  on  this  trip  which  began  at  the  home  of 
Dr.  Walker  in  Albermarle  County.  A  detailed  account  was  kept  by  Dr.  Walker 
in  his  journal.  The  crossing  of  the  James  River  was  made  about  where  the  city 
of  Lynchburg  now  stands,  after  which  the  main  wagon  road  to  the  New  River  was 
taken.  The  party  traversed  Buford's  Valley  and  crossed  over  Buford's  Gap  and 

entered  the  Roanoke  Valley.  Crossing  New  River,  they  then  went  on  toward  the 

Holston  Valley  where  they  helped  Samuel  Stalnaker  "raise"  his  house,  the  first 
house  raising  in  that  valley.  This  was  the  furtherest  west  settlement  at  that 
time.  Crossing  Clinch  Mountain  they  reached  Clinch  River  near  the  present 
Sneedsville,  Tennessee. 

The  Walker  party  reached  its  objective,  Cumberland  Gap,  after  five  weeks 
of  travel,  and  entered  for  the  first  time  what  is  now  the  state  of  Kentucky. 

On  this  second  journey  Dr.  Walker  named  the  gap  "Cave  Gap",  but  it  is  said  that 
on  the  previous  journey  either  he  or  Colonel  Patton  had  named  it  the  Cumberland 
Gap  for  the  Duke  of  Cumberland.  In  May  the  party  turned  east  and  re-entered 

Virginia  at  a  point  which  was  not  disclosed  in  the  notes  of  the  Journey.  Ex¬ 

plorations  were  continued  in  a  meandering  fashion  and  rivers  were  named  for 
members  of  the  party.  Among  these  were  the  Powell,  Tomlinson,  and  Lawless 
rivers.  They  spoke  of  the  "coal  lands"  and  seemed  interested  in  the  minerals, 
but  apparently  did  not  realize  their  value,  else  they  would  have  taken  up  the 
entire  grant.  The  party  reached  home  in  July  1750. 

Land  Companies  Formed 

In  order  to  bring  about  the  colonization  of  the  unsettled  portions  of  the 
Commonwealth,  very  large  grants  were  given  to  three  large  land  companies:  The 
Loyal  Land  Company,  The  Ohio  Company,  and  the  Transylvania  Company. 

The  first  of  these  grants  was  issued  July  12,  1748,  to  the  Loyal  Land 
Company  and  was  for  800,000  acres  in  one  or  more  surveys,  beginning  at  the 
North  Carolina  Line  and  running  westward  and  north  so  as  to  include  that  quanity 
of  land.  It  was  issued  to  40  grantees  headed  by  John  Lewis,  Esq.  who  had  come 
from  Pennsylvania  in  1732  and  had  founded  Staunton,  Virginia.  The  name  next 
to  that  of  Mr.  Lewis  was  that  of  Dr.  Thomas  Walker. 

The  first  land  surveyed  in  what  eventually  became  Tazewell  County  was  on 
October  14,1750,  by  the  Loyal  Land  Company  for  one  John  Skelton  and  consisted 
of  650  acres  at  Crabapple  Orchard  waters  of  Clinch  River.  Another  1,000  acres 
were  surveyed  for  Shelton  on  a  "branch  of  the  Clinch",  Thomas  Lewis  was  County 
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Surveyor  of  Augusta  but  these  surveys  were  made  by  his  deputy,  John  Buchanan. 

Dr.  Walker  was  also  appointed  a  deputy  surveyor  for  Augusta  County  and  was 
quite  busy  surveying  his  own  lands  and  those  of  the  Loyal  Company. 

The  Loyal  Land  Company  confined  its  operations  to  the  territory  east  of 
the  Alleghenys  but  often  ran  afoul  of  the  Ohio  Company.  The  Transylvania 
Company  operated  in  what  later  became  the  state  of  Kentucky. 

The  Loyal  company  issued  circulars  among  the  British  colonies  "inviting 
settlers  to  come  and  settle  their  lands  by  promising  them  to  survey  for  them 
the  place  and  quantity  of  land  they  chose;  at  the  cheap  rate  of  $3  per  hundred 
acres,  with  surveyors’  fees,  patent  fees,  etc.  They  offered  a  reasonable  time 
for  payment  and  retained  title  as  security  for  purchase  money,  and  were  to 
receive  interest  after  a  limited  time."  Before  the  autumn  of  1754  lands  were 
sold  to  about  200  families  who  were  already  settled  upon  them. 

On  August  27,  1754,  the  Governor  of  Virginia  issued  instructions  concerning 
the  land  "lying  westward  of  the  ridge  of  mountains  which  separate  the  Rivers 
Roanoke,  James,  and  Potomac  from  the  Mississippi."  He  stipulated  that  no  tracts 
larger  than  1,000  acres  were  to  be  granted  to  any  one  individual. 

During  the  decade  immediately  preceding  the  aforementioned  instructions 
large  tracts  ranging  from  10,000  to  600,000  acres  were  granted  to  groups  of 
individuals  and  speculation  was  rife.  Dr.  Walker's  surveying  expedition  in 
locating  Colonel  Patton's  grant  was  symbolic  of  this  feverish  speculative 
activity.  Within  little  more  than  two  years  immense  tracts  were  granted  to 
the  three  large  land  companies.  Such  noted  Virginians  as  Washington,  Lee, 
Dinwiddie,  Jefferson,  Merriwether,  Preston,  and  others  were  interested  in  these 
lands. 
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Virginia  Counties  which  Contained 
the  Bluestone  Area 

The  Bluestone  area  where  the  Lesleys  lived  was  successively  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  following  Virginia  counties,  as  the  population  grew  and 
there  was  need  for  more  and  smaller  governing  units: 

ORANGE  COUNTY,  formed  in  1734  from  Spottsval vania,  was  the  largest  county 
ever  established  in  the  world.  It  extended  to  the  westernmost  boundaries  of 
Virginia,  which  at  that  time  extended  to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Great  Lakes. 

AUGUSTA  COUNTY  was  formed  from  Orange  County  in  1738,  and  was  officially 
organized  in  1745.  It  comprised  all  Virginia  territory  west  of  the  Blue  Ridge, 
except  the  Valley  east  of  what  are  now  Rockingham  and  Page  counties  and  a 
small  part  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia  as  now  constituted. 

BOTETOURT  COUNTY  was  formed  from  Augusta  in  1769-1770. 

FINCASTLE  COUNTY  was  created  from  part  of  Botetourt  in  December  1772 
and  was  organized  on  January  5,  1773,  the  first  county  west  of  the  divide. 

On  September  3,  1776,  the  county  was  re-organized  under  the  laws  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  and  was  the  first  county  government  in  the  west 
under  any  independent  state.  Fincastle  lasted  as  a  county  only  until  1777, 
at  whicn  time  it  went  out  of  existence  as  a  county. 

MONTGOMERY  COUNTY  was  formed  from  Fincastle,  Botetourt,  and  Pulaski 
counties  in  1776-77.  Upon  its  formation  it  contained  12,000  square  miles, 
and  extended  as  far  west  as  the  Ohio  River.  From  it,  60  other  counties  were 
partially  or  entirely  formed:  26  in  Western  Virginia,  25  in  the  state  of 
West  Virginia,  and  9  in  Kentucky. 

WYTHE  COUNTY  was  formed  from  part  of  Montgomery  and  Grayson  in  1789-90. 

TAZEWELL  COUNTY  was  formed  from  parts  of  Wythe  and  Russell  counties  in 

1800. 
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LESLEYS  ON  THE  BLUESTONE 


The  first  record  found  by  this  researcher  which  showed  the  presence  of 
William  Lesley  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Bluestone  is  that  of  Michael  Wood  in 
May  1774  when  he  wrote  to  Colonel  William  Preston  that  "in  that  Bounds  from 
Rich  Creek  Mountain  to  where  the  County  Line  strikes  the  river  there  are 
thirty  men."  lie  listed  them  and  William  Lesley  is  29th  on  the  list.  On 
Wednesday,  July  20,  the  same  year.  Major  James  Robertson  wrote  to  Colonel 
Preston's  Command  at  Culbertson's  that  "the  following  persons  will  march  with 
me  on  Thursday:  "William  Lesley  is  14th  on  the  list.  This  was  for  service 
in  Lord  Dunmore's  War. 

At  the  time  of  their  father's  "marching”  off  to  war,  the  two  sons,  John 
and  Robert  Lesley,  were  only  14  and  11  years  of  age,  respectively.  Both  were 
tall  and  stalwart  and  no  doubt  were  of  great  comfort  to  their  mother  and 
sisters.  This  was  a  time  of  frequent  attacks  by  marauding  savages. 

It  is  thrilling  to  imagine  that  William  Lesley  may  have  been  one  of  that 
band  of  "Free  Men  of  Fincastle"  who,  in  January  1775,  gathered  at  the  Lead 
Mines  to  elect  the  Committee  of  Safety  which  drafted  the  "Fincastle  Resolutions 
These  resolutions  have  been  called  the  "first  declaration  of  freedom"  anywhere 
in  America,  the  "precursor  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence"  which  came  more 

than  a  year  later.  Fincastle  was  at  that  time  the  name  of  the  county  which 

contained  a  great  deal  of  the  territory  which  earlier  had  been  in  Augusta 

County.  It  is  a  pity  that  this  county  was  so  short-lived.  Its  name  should 

have  been  preserved.  It  lived  as  a  county  only  five  years,  1772-1777. 

Sons  and  Sons-in-Law  Also  Served 

"After  1776",  both  of  William  Lesley's  sons,  as  well  as  the  young  men  who 
became  his  sons-in-law,  served  in  the  defense  of  their  new  country.  They  were 
all  members  of  Montgomery  County's  Militia.  The  elder  son,  John  Lesley,  was 
at  first  assigned  to  the  "Upper  Station",  one  of  the  forts  erected  for  com¬ 
munity  defense.  On  October  12,  1778,  however,  at  just  a  scant  18  years  of 
age,  he  was  chosen  as  one  of  the  men  to  march  with  Colonel  John  Montgomery's 
Regiment  to  join  General  Clark  in  the  Illinois  Campaign. 

The  story  of  the  taking  of  Kaskaskia  and  Vincennes  by  that  band  of  150 
men  led  by  General  Rogers  Clark  has  been  told  by  many,  but  the  General's  own 
day-by-day  account  is  the  most  thrilling  of  all.  The  shooting  of  the  rapids 
at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  the  wading  neck-high  for  days  through  water  which 
overflowed  the  lowlands,  the  swimming  across  swollen  streams,  and  the  final 
swooping  down  on  Vincennes  like  undulating  waves  of  grain  makes  wonderful 
reading  for  the  school  boy.  How  much  more  so  to  those  descendants  of  the  men 
who  made  up  that  brave  band  whom  Clark  praised  so  highlyl  Most  historians  a- 
gree  that  it  was  "one  of  the  most  heroic  episodes  of  the  Revolution,  and  one 
of  the  most  important  in  its  consequences."  The  fact  that  this  territory  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  Americans  when  the  Treaty  of  Paris  was  signed  in  1783 
made  possible  the  securing  of  the  entire  vast  Illinois  Territory  to  the  United 
States. 

John  Lesley  served  18  months  with  the  Continental  Army  on  the  Clark  Ex¬ 
pedition,  and  returned  to  the  Bluestone.  When  the  new  county  of  Wythe  was 
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formed  in  1790  and  encompassed  the  Bluestone  area,  he  was  named  a  Lieutenant 
in  the  Wythe  County  Militia, 

Robert  Lesley  was  only  15  years  of  age  when  he  offered  his  services  in 
the  Montogomery  County  Militia.  He  was  accepted  for  service  and  listed  with 
the  same  company  as  his  brother  John  —  that  of  Captain  James  Moore.  However, 
it  was  noted  that  he  was  "under  age",  and  this  may  have  accounted  for  the 
fact  that  he  was  stationed  at  nearby  forts.  Be  that  as  it  may,  he  gained  a 
reputation  as  an  Indian  fighter  of  great  cunning  and  skill,  as  the  following 
excerpt  from  an  earlier  historians's  writings  will  show: 

"Robert  Lesley  was  a  tall,  raw-boned  man  of  great  strength  and 
courage.  He  was  made  captain  of  a  company  of  men  to  defend  the  settle¬ 
ment  on  the  Bluestone.  On  one  occasion,  about  1790,  he  led  his  company 
against  a  band  of  Indians  then  invading  the  settlements  and  camped  in 
a  cabin  twelve  miles  from  the  fort,  on  the  Bluestone.  The  Indians  came 
and  Lesley  gave  the  command  to  another  and  hastened  home  to  protect  his 
wife  and  his  two  children. 

Later  Lesley  pursued  the  Indians  who  had  killed  families  on  Tug 
River.  Robert  found  them  scalped  and  mangled.  He  pursued  the  Indians 
further.  They  had  broken  scissors  and  left  one  blade  upward  on  a  log. 

Robert  stepped  on  it  and  became  so  badly  wounded  that  he  couldn't  go 
further.  He  had  to  be  taken  home  and  the  expedition  abandoned." 

(History  of  the  Leslie  Family,  by  Wra.  E.  Connelly  1916.  Excerpt  taken 
from  Family  Scrap  Book  of  Esta  Leslie  Evans.) 

Robert  Lesley  was  also  made  a  member  of  the  Wythe  County  Militia  in  1790, 
the  same  year  as  his  brother  John.  He  was  made  a  Corporal  at  the  first  setting 
up  of  the  force  for  the  newly-formed  county.  The  above-quoted  writing  indicates 
that  he  was  promoted  to  Captain. 

The  specific  service  of  the  two  sons-in-law  of  William  Lesley  was  not 
so  clear  in  the  records  examined.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  John  McGuire 
(who  married  Nancy  Lesley)  was  among  those  who  fought  in  the  vicinity  of  Point 
Pleasant.  One  John  McGuire  is  mentioned  as  being  severely  wounded,  at  first 
thought  fatally,  but  was  afterwards  reported  as  recovered.  Whether  this  was 
the  John  McGuire  who  was  the  son-in-law  of  Lesley  is  not  clear.  The  inference 
as  to  Uriah  Stone  is  that  he  was  also  engaged  principally  in  the  protection 
of  the  community  from  Indian  depredations,  but  the  specific  references  eluded 
this  researcher. 

The  Lesleys  Acquire  Lands  on  the  Bluestone 

In  April  1775,  a  few  months  before  he  agreed  to  "march"  with  Major  Robertson 
in  defense  of  the  frontier,  William  Lesley  made  his  first  entry  for  lands  on  the 
Bluestone.  This  survey  was  for  only  63  acres  and  was,  as  were  his  subsequent 
surveys,  a  part  of  the  Loyal  Land  Company's  Grant.  (See  "Early  Explorations 
and  Settlements",  herein). 

It  was  eight  years  before  another  survey  was  made  for  William  Lesley. 
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In  the  meantime  the  War  for  Independence  had  been  fought  and  won,  but  there 
was  still  danger  from  marauding  Indians  for  many  years  to  come.  The  1783 
survey  was  for  400  acres  and  was  also  on  the  Bluestone.  Two  additional  sur¬ 
veys  in  1794,  one  for  212  acres  and  the  other  for  291  acres,  completed  William 
Lesley's  land  acquisition  in  Virginia,  insofar  as  the  records  examined  dis¬ 
closed. 

In  the  two  decades  which  had  passed,  the  settlement  on  the  Bluestone  had 
become  quite  populous  and  lively.  Even  the  descriptions  of  the  boundaries  of 
these  surveys,  brief  as  they  are,  show  the  signs  of  progress.  Whereas,  in  the 
first,  only  such  natural  boundary  marks  as  trees  and  streams  are  mentioned, 
the  names  of  neighbors  began  to  be  added,  and,  a  little  later,  such  things  as 
paths,  mills,  and  wagon  roads. 

All  of  William  Lesley's  lands  lay  "at  the  end  of  the  little  valley",  and 
inaluded  lands  on  both  sides  of  Bluestone  Creek,  spreading  out  over  the  "big 
bottom"  and  to  the  mountain  across  the  wide  bottom  lands  —  as  befit  a  Lesley  — 
"low  lying  meadow  lands". 

Manners  and  Customs  of  Early  Tazewell 

One  of  the  earliest  historians,  in  describing  the  life  of  the  settlers  of 
Tazewell  County,  Virginia,  has  this  to  say  regarding  their  manners  and  customs: 
"They  have  the  same  pastoral  simplicity  which  characterizes  Scotch  Highlanders 
everywhere  —  the  love  of  stock,  determination  to  be  free,  hatred  of  oppression, 
pure  sentiment.  The  dress  worn  by  the  women  consists  of  lindsey  coats  and 
bedgowns.  The  garments  made  in  Augusta,  Botetourt,  and  older  settlements,  had 
worn  out  and  a  different  material  was  brought  into  use.  This  was  a  wild  nettle, 
cut  down  green,  and  treated  much  as  flax  is  now  treated. 

For  their  table  they  had  a  few  pewter  dishes,  plates  and  spoons,  but  mostly 
their  utensils  consisted  of  wooden  bowls,  trenchers,  and  noggins;  gourds  made 
of  hard-shelled  squashes,  iron  pots,  knives  and  forks,  brought  from  the  east 
with  salt  and  iron  on  pack  horses.  Delft  china  and  silver  were  unknown.  Their 
food  consisted  of  hog  and  hominy,  Johnny  cake  and  pone,  milk  and  mush  as  a 
supper  dish.  Lacking  milk,  they  used  sweetened  water  or  molasses,  bear  oil, 
or  gravy." 

William  Lesley  was  a  miller  and  chose  a  spot  for  his  mill  near  the  mouth 
of  a  little  stream  as  it  flowed  out  of  Wright's  Valley  into  the  Bluestone. 

When  this  writer  visited  the  spot  some  150  years  later  there  was  no  mill  but 
the  occupant  of  the  residence  nearby  recalled  that  a  mill  had  been  there  some 
years  gone  by.  The  name  of  Lesley  was  not  associated  with  it,  however,  in  the 
memory  of  present  inhibitants.  More  than  a  century  had  passed  since  William 
Lesley  and  his  family  had  left  the  valley  and  gone  through  and  over  the  moun¬ 
tains  on  the  search  for  new  worlds  to  conquer. 

I  found  a  most  peaceful  valley,  the  fields  and  gentle  slopes  covered  with 
grass  for  the  grazing  of  cattle  and  sheep,  and  very  few  of  the  lovely  trees 
of  the  forest  primeval  which  had  been  there  when  William  Robert  first  saw  it. 

The  house  near  the  wagon  road  of  long  ago  —  now  a  paved  highway  with  cars  of 
all  description  gliding  past  —  is  occupied  by  a  descendant  of  that  ill-fated 
Captain  James  Moore  in  whose  company  of  militia  "our  boys"  had  first  joined 
up  "after  1776". 
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Over  against  the  mountains  the  family  of  Shannon  still  lives.  For  the 
rest,  the  place  is  occupied  by  strangers  who,  although  longtime  residents, 
have  no  recollection  of  the  name  of  Lesley.  They  were  kind,  however,  and 
made  me  welcome  to  ramble  over  the  slopes  and  examine  the  "oldest  cemetery" 
anywhere  around.  I  was  looking  for  but  scarcely  hoping  to  find  some  evidence 
of  where  and  when  William  Lesley's  wife,  Elizabeth  Buchanan  Lesley,  might 
have  departed  from  this  earth.  I  failed,  of  course,  for  what  they  considered 
an  old  cemetery  was  not  old  at  all  from  my  standpoint.  And  so,  the  mystery 
still  stands. 

Lesley  Sons  and  Daughters  and  Their  Families 

Shortly  after  William  Lesley  acquired  his  largest  survey  of  400  acres  in 
1783,  his  eldest  son,  John  Lesley,  made  his  first  survey.  This  was  for  land 
in  Wrights  Valley  which  also  lay  "on  the  waters  of  the  Bluestone",  on  which 
he  had  made  improvements  pursuant  to  an  entry  made  in  1781.  Wrights  Valley 
lies  back  of  and  runs  into  the  little  valley  on  the  Bluestone  where  his  father 
had  chosen  his  lands. 

John  Lesley,  whose  birthdate  was  October  23,  1760,  was  married  on  December 
3,  1789,  to  Martha  Cloyd.  The  marriage  was  recorded  in  Montgomery  County, 

Virginia,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  which  the  Bluestone  area  remained  until 
the  following  year.  Wythe  County  was  formed  out  of  part  of  Montgomery  in  1790 
and  that  year  the  Wythe  County  Militia  was  organized  and  John  Lesley  was  made 
a  Lieutenant. 

The  younger  son,  Robert  Lesley,  who  was  born  October  25,  1763,  was  married 
on  May  21,  1787,  to  Elizabeth  Compton,  of  Leesburg,  Virginia.  The  names  of 
Elizabeth's  parents  are  not  disclosed  but  there  were  some  Comptons  (John  and 
William)  who  were  residing  nearby.  The  name  of  the  surety  and  witness  at  the 
marriage,  however,  was  one  Samuel  Cloyd,  apparently  the  same  Samuel  Cloyd 
who  acted  in  the  same  capacity  two  years  later  for  Martha  Cloyd  when  she 
married  Robert’s  elder  brother.  The  Comptons  are  said  to  be  of  English  extraction. 
Elizabeth  has  been  described  as  fair,  with  golden  hair,  characteristics  which  are 
still  quite  prevalent  among  her  present-day  descendants.  They  were  the  parents 
of  15  children,  ten  born  in  Virginia,  and  five  in  Kentucky  (See  page  q 8). 

Nancy  Lesley,  who  may  have  been  older  than  her  brothers,  married  John  Mc¬ 
Guire  first.  They  had  two  children,  William  McGuire  and  Nancy  McGuire.  It  is 
understood  that  her  husband  died  early  in  their  married  life.  There  is  a  re¬ 
cord  of  one  John  McGuire  having  had  land  surveyed  on  the  Bluestone  in  1783, 
and  this  was  probably  adjoining  or  nearby  the  main  survey  of  William  Lesley. 

In  1787,  on  December  4,  Nancy  McGuire  was  married  to  Richard  Elkins,  who 
is  also  said  to  have  been  a  Revolutionary  War  soldier.  Further  information 
regarding  their  removal  from  the  Bluestone  area  in  1799  and  the  establishment 
of  their  home  in  what  is  now  Logan  County,  West  Virginia,  will  be  found  on 
pages  18  -  iq  .  They  were  the  parents  of  quite  a  large  family. 

Elizabeth  Lesley,  the  other  daughter  of  William  Lesley,  was  married  to 
Uriah  Stone.  The  date  of  their  marriage  is  not  known.  Uriah  Stone  was  a 
well-known  hunter  and  had  come  into  the  area  at  least  as  early  as  1773.  Several 
land  surveys  were  made  by  him  in  the  vicinity.  They  had  no  children  and  were 
reported  to  have  gone  to  Georgia.  No  further  contact  was  had  with  them. 
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The  younger  son  of  William  Lesley,  Robert,  also  begun  to  acquire  lands 
shortly  after  his  marriage.  An  entry  made  in  1790  was  for  a  small  acreage 
of  65  acres;  a  survey  in  1794  was  for  220  acres;  and  three  subsequent  surveys 
in  1795,  1798  and  1800,  brought  his  acquisitions  to  some  500  acres  more  or 
less.  His  lands  adjoined  those  of  his  father  on  the  waters  of  the  Bluestone 
"called  the  three  branches  joining  the  Little  Valley"  and  included  portions 
of  the  "Big  Bottom". 

In  1798,  William  Lesley  made  a  deed  of  gift  to  his  son,  Robert,  of  a 
portion  of  his  400-acre  survey,  the  portion  which  contained  the  mill.  In  1802 
he  made  a  gift  of  land  to  his  son, John,  described  as  the  "place  where  he  (John) 
lived". 

Km.  Lesley  and  Son  Robert  Leave  the  Bluestone 

According  to  early  writers,  the  Lesleys  made  several  expeditions  into  the 
region  west  of  mountains,  in  the  state  which  later  became  Kentucky.  Authorities 
differ  as  to  the  exact  dates  of  these  settlements  but  some  place  them  as  early 
as  1789  on  Pond  Creek,  now  in  Kentucky.  They  are  said  to  have  planted  corn  and 
other  grains  and  to  have  pushed  on  further  in  their  explorations,  but  were 
driven  back  by  the  Indians  and  were  unable  to  harvest  their  crops.  They  were 
said  to  have  returned  again  in  1791  and  to  have  at  that  time  explored  the 
region  in  Kentucky  where  they  later  made  a  permanent  settlement.  Other  writers 
give  later  dates  for  these  explorations.  I  quote  from  one  of  these: 

"In  1798, Robert  and  his  nephew  William  McGuire  made  an  improvement  at 
the  mouth  of  Pond  Creek,  on  Tug  River,  on  the  Kentucky  side.  They  planted  corn, 
potatoes  and  turnips.  Later  in  the  year  they  descended  Tug  River  to  the  Great 
Burning  Spring,  where  they  camped.  One  night  McGuire  was  sent  to  the  river 
for  a  bucket  of  water.  He  saw  a  large  elk  come  into  the  river  and  swim  to  the 
Kentucky  side,  and  he  called  his  uncle.  The  elk  turned  back  and  was  going  up 
the  river  bank  when  Lesley  got  in  sight,  but  he  fired  and  killed  the  elk. 

Hunters  were  camped  at  the  springs,  and  they  did  not  know  who  had  fired.  They 
thought  it  might  be  the  Indians,  so  lighted  the  springs;  the  gas  flamed  high, 
lighting  up  the  countryside.  Next  morning  Lesley  made  a  raft  and  crossed  the 
river  and  secured  the  carcass  of  the  elk. 

"Lesley  sold  his  improvement  at  the  mouth  of  Pond  Creek  to  a  man  named 
Stafford.  On  October  10,  1802,  Robert  Lesley  and  father  left  their  homes  on 
the  Bluestone  to  make  settlement  on  John's  Creek,  in  what  is  now  Pike  County. 
They  took  their  families  with  them.  Robert  Lesley  had  examined  the  country 
in  1801. 

"In  the  spring  of  1802,  he  had  bought  land  and  cleared  a  portion  of  it  and 
planted  it  in  corn.  He  left  his  crop  in  care  of  a  man  named  (Tuilkef,  whom  he  had 
known  on  the  Bluestone.  When  he  came  back  with  his  family  and  his  father  and 
family,  they  made  the  settlement  known  to  this  day  as  the  Leslie  Settlement." 

(Source:  History  of  the  Leslie  Family,  by  William  E.  Connelly,  1916, Ibid. H 


1  Present  day  researchers  who  are  going  into  this  matter  more  deeply  than  this 
writer  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  earlier  dates  given  are  the  more  nearly  correct 
for  the  Kentucky  settlements  by  the  Lesleys,  and  would  place  them  as  the  first  in 
the  Big  Sandy  Valley.  However  this  may  prove  out,  it  is  generally  conceded  that 
they  did  make  the  first  permanent  settlement  in  that  portion  of  the  valley  which 
is  now  Pike  County,  Kentucky. 
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The  records  examined  are  not  clear  as  to  just  how  either  Robert  or  his 
father  disposed  of  their  holding  on  the  Bluestone.  After  Robert's  death  (in 
1822)  there  was  an  entry  (in  1027)  which  indicated  that  at  least  100  acres 
may  have  been  sold  to  Lewis  Milam;  and  in  1830,  his  widow,  Elizabeth  Lesley, 
of  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  sold  the  220  acre  tract  to  Howard  Haven,  of  Tazewell 
County  for  $100,  (See  page  13  for  cont muat ion  of  the  Robert  Lesley  Family 
in  Kentucky) . 

John  Remains  in  Virginia 


After  his  father  and  younger  brother,  as  well  as  his  sisters  and  their 
familes  had  left  the  vicinity  John  Lesley  acquired  more  land  on  the  Bluestone, 

In  1805  he  purchased  for  50  lbs.  Virginia  coinage  100  acres  from  William  Brown, 
a  part  of  400  acres  granted  Jacob  Shull  and  William  Brown  by  letters  patent 
in  1795.  The  next  year,  1806,  John  Lesley  purchased  150  acres  on  the  Bluestone 
from  Thomas  and  John  Cartmell.  For  this  he  paid  200  pounds  Virginia  currency. 
This  acreage  was  a  part  of  the  plantation  of  Robert  Wallace.  Thus,  in  addition 
to  the  acreage  (unspecified  as  to  amount)  given  to  him  by  his  father,  John 
Lesley  acquired  some  450  acres  on  the  waters  of  the  Bluestone. 

John  Lesley  spent  some  time  after  this  in  Kentucky,  presumably  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Lesley  Settlement  on  John's  Creek  made  by  his  father  and  his 
brother  Robert.  At  least  some  members  of  his  family,  including  his  wife,  were 
with  him. 

In  1815  John  Lesley  deeded  a  half-acre  near  where  he  lived  on  the  Bluestone 
to  the  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  viz:  Isaac  Brown,  William 
Brown,  Samuel  Flummer,  and  Thomas  Allen.  The  very  next  year  he  gave  to  his  son, 
William  Lesley,  of  Tazewell,  100  acres  on  the  north  side  of  Stoney  Ridge,  on 
the  waters  of  Muddy  Fork  of  Bluestone,  opposite  David  Martins.  There  is  a 
reference  in  this  deed  of  gift  to  the  date  October  16,  1804,  which  may  be  the 
date  on  which  John  Lesley  acquired  this  particular  tract.  The  next  year  he 
deeded  to  Hiram  Peery  100  acres  on  the  Bluestone.  This  may  have  been  a  gift, 
although  it  is  not  so  stated  in  the  record  examined.  One  Ruth  Lesley,  who  is 
believed  to  have  been  his  daughter,  was  married  to  Hiram  Peery. 

John  Lesley  in  Kentucky 

In  November  1827  John  Lesley  made  another  gift  to  his  son  William,  com¬ 
prising  160  acres  on  Bluestone  at  the  head  of  the  hollow  on  the  south  ridge 
and  adjoining  the  Howard  Banes  and  Wallace  lands.  Cn  March  1,  1828,  John  Lesley 
and  his  wife  "Mattie"  (Martha)  sold  to  Charles  Tiffany  279  acres  on  the  Blue- 
stone,  "the  place  where  John  Lesley  has  resided  for  many  years".  The  considera¬ 
tion  was  $1200.  This  land  was  described  as  adjoining  that  of  John  Shannon, 
William  Compton,  said  Tiffany,  and  the  'Wn.  Lesley  line’  (his  son,  William)." 

No  further  operations  in  Tazewell  County,  Virginia,  were  disclosed  for 
John  Lesley.  After  the  sale  of  the  property  to  Tiffany,  he  and  his  wife  and 
other  members  of  their  family  again  resided  for  a  year  or  so  in  Pike  County, 
Kentucky.  One  source  states  that  Martha  Lesley  died  in  1830  and  is  buried  in 
Pike  County. 
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John  Lesley,  accompanied  by  at  least  his  youngest  son,  John  P.  Lesley, 
and  perhaps  some  other  members  of  the  family,  went  to  Lawrence  County,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  He  resided  on  East  Fork  of  Little  Sandy  in  Lawrence  County.  In  1833 
he  applied  for  a  pension  under  the  Pension  Act  of  1831.  This  was  granted 
and  he  received  payments  until  early  in  1841.  No  actual  account  of  his  death 
was  discovered  by  this  researcher  but  he  apparently  died  before  another  pay¬ 
ment  was  due  in  April  1842.  The  aforementioned  source  also  states  that  he 
was  also  buried  in  Pike  Cojinty.  However,  no  information  as  to  the  specific 
burial  place  was  learned. 
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THE  LESLEY  SETTLEMENT 


in  the 

Big  Sandy  Valley 
of  Kentucky 

The  site  of  the  original  LESLEY  SETTLEMENT  in  the  Big  Sandy  Valley  of 
Kentucky  lies  about  mid-way  of  the  John’s  Creek  valley  which  is  about  30  miles 
from  head  to  mouth  where  it  empties  into  the  Big  Sandy.  John's  Creek  itself 
is  fed  by  many  streams  which  flow  into  it  from  both  sides  and  from  all  directions. 
The  Lesleys  —  father  and  younger  son  —  first  gazed  upon  the  spot  which  they 
chose  for  their  home  from  the  top  of  a  high  hill  after  working  their  way  from 
their  home  on  the  Bluestone  in  Virginia,  through  almost  impenetrable  mountain 
terrain.  It  bears  repetition  again  --  that  word  which  William  Lesley  is  re¬ 
ported  to  have  said  when  he  first  glimpsed  the  low-lying  meadows:  "GodJ  What 
a  Spot  for  Man  to  Live." 

All  around  on  the  mountain  sides  was  the  beautiful  timber  —  poplar,  maple, 
ash,  beech,  elm,  walnut,  oak,  and  sycamore  —  and  between  two  streams  flowing 
into  the  larger  one  from  opposite  sides  was  the  bottom  land  where  they  were  to 
plant  their  first  crops.  One  stream  was  later  named  Sycamore  Creek  in  honor 
of  the  giant  tree  which  gave  them  their  first  shelter.  It  is  said  that  men, 
horses,  and  wagons  were  accommodated  within  the  shelter  made  by  the  two  parts 
of  its  divided  trunk.  Further  up  was  another  stream  coming  in  to  John's  Creek 
(so  named  later)  from  the  opposite  side.  This  stream  is  known  to  this  day  as 
Lesley's  Branch. 

The  reader  will  have  noted  from  preceding  pages  that  there  was  some  variance 
in  reports  as  to  when  the  men  of  this  family  first  penetrated  these  mountain 
fastnesses  of  what  for  long  was  known  as  the  Dark  and  Bloody  Ground.  However, 
there  seems  no  disagreement  as  to  the  date  when  they  came,  with  their  families, 
to  this  spot  which  they  had  chosen  for  their  permanent  home.  It  must  have 
Deen  ablaze  with  color  that  October  10,  1802  when  they  arrived  at  their  future 
home.  Nothing  is  more  beautiful  than  forests  of  deciduous  trees  at  this  season 
Df  the  year  —  the  blazing  yellows,  the  flaming  reds  and  scarlets,  the  burnished 
Drowns  in  countless  shades  —  unless  indeed  it  is  that  same  forest  in  the  spring 
Df  the  year  with  all  the  many  shadings  of  leafy  green  foliage,  or  when  the  buds 
Durst  forth  in  full  bloom  in  summer,  or  when  winter's  snows  cover  all  with  soft 
nantles  of  white  interspersed  with  the  evergreens  showing  through.  No  season  of 
the  year  in  the  hill  country  is  without  its  own  beauties. 

Several  weeks,  perhaps  months,  were  occupied  with  the  journey  of  this 
family  from  Virginia  to  their  new  Kentucky  home.  Time  has  dropped  such  a  veil 
Dver  those  days  that  at  the  present  time  there  is  no  one  who  can  confidently  re¬ 
ply  to  my  question:  Did  William  Robert  Lesley's  wife,  Elizabeth  Buchanan  Lesley, 
nake  the  journey?  The  question  seemed  never  to  have  occurred  to  anyone  but  the 
writer,  and  it  is  her  candid  opinion  that  Elizabeth  had  gone  on  to  her  reward 
nany  years  before  —  perhaps  sometime  before  1785-87  during  which  years  William 
Lesley  was  listed  in  Montgomery  County,  Virginia,  as  a  taxpayer,  and  a  "head 
Df  a  household"  with  only  one  person  in  it. 

The  family,  then,  consisted  of  William  Robert  Lesley,  whose  age  was  about 
(3  years;  his  son  Robert  and  wife  Elizabeth  Lesley,  and  their  ten  children  who 
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were  born  in  Virginia.  Their  ages  ranged  at  that  time  downward  from  Robert’s 
39  and  Elizabeth's  approximately  the  same  to  baby  Harvey  who  was  born  in 
February  of  that  year.  In  addition,  there  were  seven  little  girls:  Hannah, 13; 
Elizabeth,  11;  Adah,  10;  Rachel,  8;  Jemima,  6;  Cynthia,  4;  and  Esther,  3  years 
of  age.  Of  the  two  other  sons,  Allen  was  the  eldest  and  was  nine  years  of 

age;  Milton  was  not  yet  two  years  old.  Three  sons  and  two  daughters  were  added 

to  the  family  before  another  decade  had  passed:  Pharmer, Amos,  Naomi, Martin,  Luna 

The  first  log  cabin  home  of  the  Lesleys  was  soon  erected  by  the  two  men 
and  the  eldest  son,  with  perhaps  some  help  from  the  man  with  whom  they  left 

their  crops  through  the  summer.  One  story  is  to  effect  that  some  sort  of 

cabin  had  been  built  by  them  on  previous  hunting  and  exploration  trips  to  the 
locality.  One  family  legend  states  that  William  Lesley  had  hunted  with  Daniel 
Boone  and  that  Boone  gave  him  one  of  his  guns  as  a  keepsake  in  memory  of  their 
hunting  days  together;  indeed  some  place  credence  in  the  story  that  Boone  had 
pointed  out  this  spot  to  Lesley,  and  that  William  Lesley  then  brought  his  son 
back  with  him  before  determining  to  make  it  a  permanent  home.  A  gun  is_  still 
in  the  keeping  of  a  descendant  of  William  and  Robert  and  is  said  to  be  the 
gun  in  question,  and  is  known  as  "Old  Smoky". 

Another  story  regarding  Daniel  Boone's  opinion  of  the  mountain  section  of 
Kentucky  is  to  the  effect  that  he  disliked  it  intensley  and  advised  settlers 
not  to  enter  it.  He  had  had  some  harrowing  experiences  while  traversing  it, not 
only  witli  Indians  but  with  the  ruggedness  of  terrain  and  climatic  conditions. 
Apparently  the  Lesleys  did  not  share  his  opinions  in  this  respect. 

William  Lesley's  pioneering  spirit  at  such  an  advanced  age  and  after  such 
bitter  experiences  almost  from  the  moment  of  entering  this  land  of  America  was 
and  still  is  subject  of  wonder  and  admiration  on  the  part  of  his  own  descendants 
at  least,  and  doubtless  many  others.  No  doubt  he  dreamed  of  developing  this 
place  into  such  a  home  for  his  son  and  family  as  that  he  had  fought  and  labored 
for  on  the  Bluestone.  Again,  he  may  have  just  yielded  to  the  younger  man’s  en¬ 
thusiasm  to  begin  anew  in  a  newer  place.  Be  that  as  it  may,  William  Robert 
Lesley  had  not  long  to  tarry  here.  Before  the  year  was  out  he  was  the  victim 
of  a  freak  accident  which  resulted  in  his  death.  The  reader  will  recall  the 
wound  inflicted  in  his  throat  as  a  young  man  in  New  York  City?  One  evening 
when  he  was  left  alone  with  the  smaller  children  while  his  son  and  daughter- 
in-law  and  others  were  attending  to  barnyard  chores,  he  was  choked  to  death  on 
a  piece  of  venison  which  he  had  broiled  at  the  open  fire.  The  meat  was  hard 
to  chew  and  hard  to  swallow  because  of  the  old  wound.  The  family  returned  to 
find  him  writhing  in  the  throes  of  death  unable  to  dislodge  the  venison  from 
his  throat.  He  is  buried  on  the  shelf  of  the  hill  just  back  of  the  then  site 
of  their  home.  For  120  years  the  date  was  kept  visible  in  the  bark  of  a  beech 
tree  beside  the  grave  indeed  some  remnant  of  it  is  still  visible.  However, 
in  1922,  several  of  his  descendants  erected  a  more  enduring  marker  of  cement, 
and  on  it  carved  the  following  simple  inscription: 

WILLIAM  ROBERT  LESLIE 

1802 

So  endeth  the  story  of  William  Robert  Lesley,  Irish  immigrant,  would-be 
linen  merchant,  pioneer,  soldier,  hunter,  and  again  pioneer.  Out  of  the  lives 
of  many  such  is  our  country  built. 
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After  the  death  of  William  Robert  Lesley  in  1802,  the  family  of  Robert 
and  Elizabeth  Compton  Lesley  increased  to  15  children.  The  first  log  cabin 
was  replaced  by  a  larger  one  across  the  fields  where  there  was  more  level 
space.  More  land  was  cleared  and  planted  in  a  variety  of  grain  and  other 
foodstuffs  for  both  human  and  animal  consumption.  Cotton  and  flax  were 
grown  and  made  into  wearing  apparel  and  household  items;  sheep  were  sheared 
and  the  wool  carded,  spun,  and  woven  into  garments;  the  hides  of  sheep, 
cattle,  and  other  animals  were  made  into  shoes  and  other  leather  items  need¬ 
ed  for  farm  and  household  use. 

Robert  Lesley  lived  for  20  years  after  coming  to  Kentucky  to  reside, 
and  during  that  time  acquired  much  more  land.  At  one  time  it  is  said  that 
he  owned  all  the  land  from  on  John's  Creek  the  Mouth  of  Sycamore  to  the  Mouth 
of  Brushy. 

Although  the  Lesley's  were  the  first  family  to  settle  in  this  part  of 
the  John's  Creek  area  it  was  not  long  before  other  settlers  came  with  their 
families.  Community  life  with  its  comradely  gatherings  for  husking  bees, 
house  and  barn  raisings,  quilting  and  weaving  parties,  and  other  such  neigh¬ 
borly  get-to-gethers  made  life  very  enjoyable  despite  the  many  hardships  to 
be  endured  in  a  new  country. 

Robert  Lesley  lived  to  see  the  formation  in  1821  of  the  new  county  of 
Pike  to  include  the  John's  Creek  area  where  he  had  settled.  The  Lesley 
household  was  and  remained  for  long  afterwards  a  center  for  religious  and 
educational  thought  and  endeavor.  The  sons  and  daughters  of  Robert  Lesley 
and  Elizabeth  Compton  became  the  leaders  in  these  fields  wherever  they  re¬ 
sided. 


Robert  died  in  1822  and  Elizabeth  15  years  later  (in  1837).  Both  are 
buried  in  the  garden  back  of  their  home;  their  graves  are  marked  by  simple 
stones,  inscribed  with  only  their  initials  and  the  dates  of  their  deaths;  some 
of  their  sons  and  daughters  also  lie  there. 

After  the  deaths  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Compton  Lesley,  their  home  on 
John's  Creek  was  maintained  for  many  years  by  their  youngest  son,  Martin  Lesley, 
and  several  of  his  unmarried  sisters.  Martin  Lesley  purchased  the  interests 
of  several  of  those  members  who  had  married  and  left  the  vicinity,  and  in  1845 
when  he  married  he  built  a  completely  modern  home  for  his  bride.  The  home 
continued  to  be  the  center  of  community  life.  A  smaller  home  was  built  for  the 
two  unmarried  sisters  who  continued  to  be  very  important  members  of  the  house¬ 
hold. 


After  Martin  Lesley's  death  in  1859  leaving  five  small  children,  his  widow 
continued  to  maintain  the  home  and  rear  the  children.  The  Civil  War  came  on 
with  the  depredations  visited  upon  that  as  well  as  other  homes.  Shortly  after 
the  war  (in  1867)  the  Widow  Lesley  married  a  Mr.  James  Denton  and  for  awhile 
the  home  was  occupied  by  the  Dentons  and  those  members  of  the  Lesley  family 
who  had  not  already  married  and  established  their  homes  elsewhere.  In  about 
1874  for  the  first  time  the  site  of  the  original  homestead  of  the  Lesleys  passed 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  family.  Mrs.  Denton  sold  to  a  Mr.  Maynard,  and  accom¬ 
panied  her  husband  to  his  home  in  Lewis  County,  Kentucjfy. 
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After  a  number  of  years  the  approximately  500  acres  of  the  original 
Lesley  homestead  was  again  purchased  by  a  descendant  of  the  first  settlers. 
In  1889,  Garland  Hurt,  a  great  grandson  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Lesley,  was 
married  and  soon  thereafter  brought  his  bride  to  the  ancestral  home.  He 
rebuilt  entirely  most  of  the  buildings  which  were  very  much  run  down.  The 
Hurts  have  reared  a  large  family,  the  wife  has  been  deceased  for  many  years, 
and  now  at  86  years  of  age,  Mr.  Hurt  still  presides  over  the  ancestral  home 
of  the  Lesleys.  With  him  are  his  son  and  daughter-in-law,  and  together  they 
maintain  a  reputation  for  hospitality  as  well  as  leadership  in  religious 
activities  in  the  local  church  which  was  founded  by  their  ancestors  so  many 
years  ago. 
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NANCY  LESLEY 


(The  Second  Generation  -  daughter  of  Wn.  Robert  Lesley) 

Nancv  Lesley,  one  of  four  children  of  William  Robert  Lesley,  and  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  been  the  eldest,  was  born  in  Co.,Va. ,  in 

She  was  married  first  to  John  McGuire  (or  MaGuire),  by  whom  she  had  two 
children:  William  McGuire,  and  Nancv  McGuire.  After  John  McGuire  died, 

Nancy  McGuire  married  Richard  Elkins.  They  were  married  in  Montgomery  Coun¬ 
ty,  Virginia,  on  December  2,  1787,  In  that  same  year  her  younger  brother, 
Robert  Lesley,  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Compton.  Subsequently  the  Lesleys 
(including  Sta.  Robert  Lesley  and  his  son  Robert  and  his  family)  left  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  after  one  unsuccessful  attempt  to  make  permanent  settlement  on 
Pond  Creek  in  what  is  now  Kentucky,  they  later  made  the  first  permanent 
settlement  in  what  is  now  Pike  County,  Ky.  This  was  on  John’s  Creek  near 
the  mouth  of  Sycamore  Creek.  Various  accounts  of  these  activities  which 
have  been  handed  down  through  the  years  indicate  that  Nancy's  son,  William 
McGuire,  cast  in  his  lot  with  his  Uncle  Robert's  family.  Information  con¬ 
cerning  those  persons  who  are  believed  to  be  his  descendants  has  been  gath¬ 
ered  for  this  history.  (See  page  116).  It  is  not  known  what  became  of 
Nancy  McGuire,  the  daughter  of  Nancy  Lesley  and  John  McGuire.  It  is  possible 
that  she  may  have  remained  with  her  mother.  Indeed,  she  may  be  the  "Nancy" 
named  among  the  Elkins  children  in  "Ragland's  History  of  Logan  County,  West 
Virginia",  published  serially  in  the  Logan  Banner  in  1888.  The  following 
account  of  Richard  Elkins  is  given  therein,  (underlining  mine): 

"Richard  Elkins,  of  Montgomery,  also  came  with  William  Dingess* 

(who  made  the  first  permanent  settlement)  where  Logan  Court  House 
now  stands,  and  settled  near  the  big  island,  on  Island  Creek.  The 
island  was  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  cane,  and  Elkins  leased 
it  from  Dingess  and  cleared  it  out,  and  the  first  year  that  he  cul¬ 
tivated  it  in  corn  he  raised  3,000  bushels,  or  about  100  bushels  to 
the  acre.  A  few  acres  of  the  Island  had  been  cleared  before  that 
time  by  the  Workman  Brothers  heretofore  mentioned,  and  cultivated 
in  corn. 


Mr.  Elkins  was  also  the  father  of  a  large  family,  his  wife  being 
a  Miss  Maguire,  of  Montgomery.  His  sons  were  Archibald,  who  married 
a  Miss  Gillaspie.  of  Tazewell;  James,  who  married  his  cousin,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Zach  Elkins,  of  Hewitt;  Robert,  who  married  the  widow  of  Edward 
McDonald  and  who  was  formerly  a  Miss  Harvey :  Israel .  who  married  a 
daughter  of  William  Browning;  Richard  Jr.,  who  married  a  Miss  May,  and 
Eddie  and  Harvey,  whose  wives  are  unknown. 

His  daughters  were  Lucretia.  who  married  James  White;  Martha, 
who  married  Elijah  Elkins  (son  of  Wkn.  Elkins,  of  Hewett);  Nancy. who 
married  William  Walls:  Susannah,  who  married  John  White  (son  of  Jack), 
and  Hannah,  who  married  Win.  Moore. of  Tazewell.  This  last  couple  join¬ 
ed  the  Mormons  and  were  with  Joe  Smith  at  Nauvoo.  Zach  and  William 
Elkins,  brothers  of  Richard  Elkins,  settled  on  Hewett,  and,  like  Richard 
Elkins,  had  numerous  descendants,  but  we  are  unable  to  give  their  names. 
From  these  three  brothers,  however,  are  descended  the  Elkins  family  of 
Logan  and  adjoining  counties."  (Page  69,  History  of  Logan  County  by 
Ragland  -  published  by  Logan  Banner). 
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From  the  same  source  we  learn  that  Lucretia  Elkins  and  James  White  had 
at  least  one  daughter,  Nancy  White,  who  married,  first,  John  Chambers,  son 
of  Robert  Chambers  of  Monroe  County,  West  Virginia.  Nancy  White  Chamber's 
second  husband  was  also  a  cousin,  Hampton  White,  a  son  of  her  uncle,  William 
and  his  wife* _ Sansom,  the  daughter  of  JotmSansom. 

A  later  source  tells  that  Harvey  Elkins. son  of  Richard  and  Nancy  Elkins, 
married  Elizabeth  D.  May,  and  was  the  father  of  at  least  two  children:  Over- 
ton  Elkins,  and  Elizabeth  Elkins. 

Among  Overton  Elkins'  children  were  William  Flovd  Elkins.  Elerv  Clinton 

Elkins. and  Susan  Elkins,  the  youngest,  who  married  _ Spears.  She 

is  said  to  be  still  living  on  Big  Creek,  a  tributary  of  Mud  River,  Lincoln 
County,  West  Virginia. 

Elizabeth  Elkins,  daughter  of  Harvey  Elkins  and  Elizabeth  D.  May  married 
her  first  cousin,  Andrew  Elkins,  son  of  Marvil  Elkins.  To  this  union  were  born 
ten  children.  The  youngest  of  these,  the  only  one  now  living,  is  Tice  Elkins, 
who  now  lives  in  Alomogordo,  New  Mexico.  He  gives  the  following  information 
concerning  his  own  family: 

His  father,  Andrew  Elkins  was  the  son  of  Marvil  Elkins  and  was  born  May 
16,  1831,  and  died  August  10,  1910.  His  mother,  Elizabeth  Elkins. daughter  of 
Harvey  Elkins,  was  born  August  4,  1833,  and  died  March  31,  1914.  They  lived 
and  died  on  Fourteen  Creek,  Lincoln,  Co.,  West  Virginia. 

Tice  Elkins,  son  of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth  Elkins,  was  the  youngest  of  10 
children,  and  was  born  on  April  21,  1878.  He  was  married  on  July  4,  1896  to 
Katie  Jackson,  who  was  born  January  18,  1878.  They,  likewise  have  ten  chil¬ 
dren,  all  living  except  one;  they  have  72  grandchildren;  and  42  great-grand¬ 
children. 

Tice  Elkins,  whose  letter  head  indicates  that  he  is  "evangelist,  author, 
lecturer,  publisher,  and  minister  (Church  of  Christ ), lives  at  Alomogordo, New 
Mexico.  He  states  that  since  the  age  of  five  he  had  tried  to  preach  "like 
my  father",  and  began  at  the  age  of  24  to  really  preach  the  gospel  and  has 
never  desisted  except  in  case  of  illness.  He  has  been  preaching  for  54  years 
and  has  preached  in  24  states  and  has  held  revivals  in  many  large  cities.  He 
states  that  upwards  of  10,000  adult  men  and  women  have  "come  out  of  the  world 
into  the  Kingdom  of  Christ  under  my  work,  without  a  single  hour  of  hulabaloo, 
excitement,  high-pressure,  or  hitting  the  saw  dust  trail,  but  through  the 
sober  effect  of  plain  gospel  preaching." 

Mr.  Elkins  has  one  son  who  is  a  preacher,  and  another  who  is  an  elder  in 
the  church.  He  also  has  five  grandsons  who  are  preaching.  He  gives  a  great 
deal  of  the  credit  for  the  teaching  and  molding  of  their  character  to  his  wife. 
Their  children  who  range  in  age  at  the  present  from  58  to  39  years  are:  Mrs. 
Martha  Jane  Wilkerson.  who  lives  in  Roswell,  New  Mexico;  Mrs.  Lula  E.  Reed. 
Alamogordo;  Mrs.  Yantie  E.  Kell  urn.  Amarillo,  Texas;  M.  A.  Elkins.  Minister, 
Quemado,  Texas;  Mrs,  Garnett  Reaves.  Alamagordo;  Lonnie  Elkins.  Childress, 

Texas;  Mrs,  Marqarett  O'Haire.  Ruidosa,  New  Mexico;  Robert  M.  Elkins.  San  Diego, 
California;  and  Utn.  V.  Elkins.  Alamogordo,  New  Mexico.  Orland  Marvil  Elkins 
died  in  1908  at  the  age  of  three  years. 
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JOHN  LESLEY1 

(Second  Generation  —  Son  of  William  Robert  Lesley) 

When  John  Lesley  and  Martha  Clovd  were  married  on  December  3,  1789,  the 
area  where  they  resided  was  included  in  Montgomery  County,  Virginia.  The  next 
year,  however,  Wythe  County  was  formed  out  of  part  of  Montgomery,  and  ten  years 
later  in  1800  Tazewell  County  Virginia  was  formed  and  contained  and  still  con¬ 
tains  the  Bluestone  area. 

The  place  where  John  and  Martha  established  their  home  and  where  their 
children  were  born  was  located  near  the  home  of  William  Lesley,  John's  father. 
Indeed,  it  was  partially  comprised  of  the  land  which  his  father  later  gave  to 
him. 

It  is  regretted  that  more  is  not  known  of  Martha  Cloyd's  family.  At  the 
time  of  her  marriage,  Samuel  Cloyd  acted  as  surety  but  their  relationship  was 
not  indicated.  The  name  of  ^loyd  occurs  quite  frequently  in  the  records  of 
Augusta  County  and  the  counties  formed  therefrom.  Several  families  of  Cloyds 
settled  west  of  the  New  River.  The  Committee  for  Safety  of  Fincastle  County 
1775-1776  contains  the  name  of  Joseph  Cloyd,  probably  the  same  as  Colonel 
Joseph  Cloyd  of  Revolutionary  fame. 

Records  indicate  that  John  and  Martha  Lesley  were  the  parents  of  at  least 
four  sons  and  perhaps  five  or  six  daughters.  A  fairly  complete  account  of  their 
son,  William. and  his  family,  and  of  their  younger  son,  John  P.  Lesley  is  avail- 
al)le»  (See  pages  21  and  81). 

Faint  clues  have  been  found  regarding  the  other  children  of  John  Lesley 
but  time  has  not  permitted  following  them  out.  One  James  Lesley  married  Sidney 
Paine  in  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  in  1828.  He  was  probably  a  son  of  Martha  and 
John.  Martha  B.  Lesley,  a  daughter  of  John  Lesley  was  married  in  1829  in  Pike 
County,  Kentucky,  to  Milton  Stratton,  and  they  are  believed  to  have  gone  to 
West  Virginia  to  live.  One  Milton  Stratton  was  the  son  of  Hiram  and  Hannah 
(Lesley)  Stratton.  (See  page  qq).  Ruth  Lesley,  probably  a  daughter,  mar¬ 
ried  Hiram  Peery  in  Tazewell  County,  Virginia,  on  December  24,  1811,  John 
Perry  officiated. 


1  Detail  information  regarding  service  and  residence  on  Bluestone  is  in  the 
preceding  pages. 
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WILLIAM  LESLEY 


(Third  Generation  --  John  Line  --  Son  of  John) 

William  Lesley,  son  of  John  Lesley  and  Martha  Cloyd,  was  born  in  Tazewell 
County,  Virginia,  on  April  17,  1795.  He  married  Nancy  Jane  Hale. from  Ohio 
Jackson  Co.  (her  forebears  from  Wales.)  He  died  February  7,  1844  and  is  buried 
in  the  Leslie  Cemetery  at  Bolts  Fork,  Kentucky. 

William  Lesley's  childhood  was  spent  in  Tazewell  County,  Virginia,  but  when 
he  was  ten  or  12  years  of  age  the  family  moved  to  Kentucky  and  resided  for  a 
time  in  what  was  then  designated  as  Floyd  County.  The  family  returned  to  Taze¬ 
well  sometime  before  1820  and  resided  there  for  several  years.  When  they  re¬ 
turned  to  Kentucky  about  1828  or  1829,  as  the  record  indicates,  William  was 
already  married  and  had  established  his  own  home  in  Tazewell  and  several  of 
his  older  children  were  born  in  that  county.  With  his  family,  however,  he 
apparently  joined  his  parents  on  upper  Big  Sandy  later  came  with  his  father 
and  younger  brother  John  P.  Lesley  and  possibly  others  to  Little  Sandy  in 
Lawrence  County.  His  mother  had  died  (about  1830)  before  they  came  to  Lawrence 
Co.  It  is  indicated  by  the  records  and  by  family  recollections  that  either  be¬ 
fore  or  after  his  father's  death  in  Lawrence  County  (in  1841)  William  left  Little 
Sandy  and  went  to  Bolts  Fork  a  branch  of  the  East  Fork  of  Little  Sandy  which 
empties  into  the  Ohio  near  Greenup,  Ky.  There  he  purchased  some  2,500  acres  of 
land  for  $0.12^  per  acre.  It  is  said  he  afterwards  sold  1,500  acres  of  this 
land  for  $0.25  per  acre. 

Shortly  after  coming  to  Bolts  Fork,  William  suffered  a  heart  attack,  and 
died  on  February  7,  1844.  It  is  told  that  the  day  before  his  death  he  had 
made  700  rails  by  splitting  them  with  an  ax  and  other  hand  tools. 

William  Lesley's  widow,  Nancy  Hale  Lesley  sold  the  family  lands  and  took 
her  children  to  Jackson  County,  Ohio,  which  was  her  native  county.  When  some 
of  the  children  came  of  age,  however,  and  learned  that  their  mother  really  had 
no  legal  right  to  sell  their  father's  estate  in  Kentucky,  they  sued  for  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  land.  They  repaid  the  purchaser  and  the  family  returned  to  Kentucky 
to  live.  Their  mother  had  re-married  in  the  meantime,  to  James  Bruce. and  both 
she  and  her  husband  came  to  Kentucky.  Nancy  Hale(Lesley )Bruce  died  and  is 
buried  at  Bolts  Fork.  Her  tombstone  bears  this  inscription: 

NANCY 
MOTHER 
WM.  L  E  S  L  I  E 
Born 

Oct.  15,1803 
Died 

June  16,  1863 

After  his  wife's  death,  Mr.  Bruce  left  the  vicinity.  There  were  no  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  them.  Records  indicate,  however,  that  he  was  perhaps  a  widower  with 
at  least  two  minor  children  when  they  were  married,  as  Susan  Bruce,  15,  and 
John  Bruce  12,  are  listed  with  the  family  of  James  and  Nancy  Bruce  in  the  1850 
Census  of  Lawrence  County.  His  occupation  is  given  as  "Colier".  The  dictionary 
defines  "Collier"  (two  l's)  as  a  "digger  of  coal."  Mr.  Bruce  has  also  been 
referred  to  as  Dr.  Bruce  in  conversations  with  descendants  of  Nancy’s  family. 
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JOHN  BUM)Y  LESLIE 


(Fourth  Generation  -  John  Line  -  Son  of  William) 

John  Bundv  Leslie. eldest  of  the  children  of  William  Lesley  and  Nancy  Hale, 
was  born  in  Tazewell  County,  Virginia,  on  May  9,  1829.  He  was  brought  to  Ken¬ 
tucky  by  his  parents  when  he  was  just  a  small  lad.  He  was  only  15  years  of  age 
when  his  father  passed  away  suddenly  in  1844. 

In  his  youth,  John  Bundy  Leslie  was  a  farmer.  His  first  marriage  was  to 
Maria  Hammon.  who  was  five  years  his  senior  and,  also,  was  born  in  Virginia. 

She,  too,  however,  was  living  in  Kentucky  when  they  were  married  (in  1849  or 
early  1850).  Their  children,  all  born  in  Kentucky,  were  listed  in  the  Family 
Bible  now  in  possession  of  one  of  the  sons  of  his  second  family,  as  follows: 

Columbus  Leslie  was  born  September  6,  1850  and  died  in  1879.  Charlotv 

Leslie  was  born  February  9,  1852.  She  married  _ Berchtel.  She  died  in 

1896.  Frank  E.  Leslie  was  born  March  7.  1854.  Virginia  Leslie  was  born  August 
29,1857  and  married  Hez  Curtis.  Thevll ivedlin  Black  Duck,  Minnesota,  at  one 
time  (in  1909.)  Virginia  died  in  April  1917.  Genoa  Leslie  was  born  December 
9,1859  and  died  in  1865  at  6  years  of  age.  Martha  Leslie  was  born  July  5 
(or  1  ?)  1862.  She  married  Robert  Stir.  All  of  the  children  of  the  first 
marriage  are  deceased  insofar  as  is  known.  Contact  with  them  ceased  some  years 
ago  and  the  whereabouts  of  their  descendants  is  not  known. 

John  B.  Leslie  served  in  the  Union  Forces  in  the  War  Between  the  States. 

He  was  in  Company  K,  Kentucky  Regiment,  Mounted  Infantry,  and  attained  the 
rank  of  Sergeant.  As  result  of  exposure  during  the  War  he  contracted  rheumatism 
but  after  spending  twelve  years  in  Minnesota  he  was  entirely  cured  of  this  ail¬ 
ment.  Part  of  the  time  in  Minnesota  was  spent  at  Leslie,  Todd  County,  where 
he  kept  a  grocery  store.  One  informant  states  that  he  was  in  Todd  County  from 
1881-1884. 


Martha  Leslie  Stir 
Robert  Stir,  Jr. 
Robert  Stir,  Sr. 


Genoa  Leslie 
(later  Mrs.  Amuel 
Brainard) 


Maud  Curtis 


John  Bundy  Leslie  returned  to  Kentucky  around  1885.  His  wife  had  died, but 
whether  in  Kentucky  before  he  went  west,  or  in  the  west,  is  not  clear  from 
information  supplied.  His  children  were  all  grown  and  married  and  so  far  as 
is  known  remained  in  the  west,  the  daughters  in  Minnesota,  and  the  son,  Frank 
E.  Leslie  lived  at  least  for  a  time  in  Saskatchewan,  Canada.  The  last  word 
received  by  his  Kentucky  relatives  was  in  1909  when  a  letter  from  that  place 
mentioned  his  children:  "Edna"  and  “Jack",  who  apparently  lived  in  Ontario. 

Photographs  of  some  of  John  Bundy's  daughters  and  granddaughters  by  his 
first  marriage  have  been  supplied  by  members  of  his  second  family,  and  are 
reproduced  herein.  The  granddaughter,  Genoa  Leslie,  whose  picture  is  shown, 
married  Amuel  Brainard,  a  merchant  and  photographer,  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

The  second  marriage  of  John  Bundy  Leslie  was  to  Sarah  E.  Tolliver.  She 
was  much  younger  than  he,  her  birth  date  being  June  5,  1865.  They  lived  during 
the  first  years  of  their  marriage  in  South  Ashland  and  their  four  children 
were  born  there.  When  their  oldest  boy  was  ten  years  of  age  they  moved  to 
their  farm  at  Bolts  Fork  which  had  been  formerly  rented  to  tenant  farmers. 

The  children  all  attended  school  at  Bolts  Fork.  Later  the  family  returned  to 
Ashland.  There  were  four  children:  William  Logan;  Curtis  Fillmore;  Dolly  Belle 
and  Ada  Augusta  Leslie. 

John  Bundy  Leslie  died  March  27,  1917,  and  is  buried  at  the  Leslie  Cemetery 
at  Bolts  Fork.  Sarah  E.  Tolliver  Leslie,  his  second  wife,  died  July  20,1936. 

HOMESICK  FOR  BOLTS  FORK 
The  Old  Country  Grave  Yard 
By  Ada  Leslie  Gilley 

Nestled  beneath  the  towering  oaks,  the  myrtle  and  the  ivy, 

Lies  our  loved  ones  in  the  care  of  our  Almighty. 

I  wanted  the  city,  its  buildings  and  crowds. 

Its  skyscrapers  swung  between  pavements  and  clouds. 

Now  I  am  there  and  want  to  go  back. 

To  a  small  country  lane,  and  a  one  story  shack. 

To  cornfields  stretched  beneath  twilight  or  noon. 

And  only  the  trees  between  earth  and  the  moon. 

I  want  to  qo  back  were  people  are  few. 

And  dawn  is  a  riot  of  roses  and  dew. 

There  seem  a  thousand  things,  I  give  time  and  thought  to. 

And  all  this  time,  and  thought  I  give, 

Goes  back  to  the  ole  Homestead, 

And  those  that  have  passed  to  their  Eternal  Home. 
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The  Family  of  William  Logan  Leslie 


William  Logan  Leslie  was  born  at  Pollard,  Boyd  County,  on  April  2,  1888, 

At  the  age  of  10  he  moved  with  his  parents  back  to  the  farm  on  Bolt's  Fork, 

He  received  an  8th  Grade  education  in  the  rural  schools  and  remained  on  the 
farm  for  awhile.  He  went  to  Dayton  Ohio  in  1913  and  it  was  during  that  year 
that  he  married  his  first  wife,  Daisy  Paul  Hamus.  daughter  of  Ezra  Paul  Hamus 
and  Rhoda  Williams  Hamus,  of  Carter  County,  Ky.  The  Hamus  family  is  of  German 
descent. 

While  in  Dayton  William  Logan  Leslie  worked  as  motorman  for  the  city 
railway.  Returning  to  Ashland  he  was  employed  with  the  Kentucky-West  Virginia 
Power  Company  for  seven  years.  In  1921  he  began  work  with  the  American  Rolling 
Mills  Co.  and  remained  with  that  organization  until  his  retirement  in  1953  at 
the  age  of  65. 

The  second  marriage  of  William  Logan  (or  Bill  as  he  is  usually  called) 
was  in  1945  to  Mrs.  Mae  Smith  (Thompson)  who  was  the  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Mary  Litteral  Smith.  They  live  in  Ashland.  Among  Bill's  retirement  activities 
are  hunting  and  fishing,  driving  around  the  countryside  in  his  new  car,  and 
listening  to  the  radio.  His  two  children  by  his  first  wife  are  both  married 
and  living  in  California.  They  are: 

William  Curtis  Leslie  was  born  on  June  1,  1917  at  Ashland,  Ky.  He 
attended  high  school  at  Ashland  and  studied  music.  After  four  years  at  Ohio 
State  University  at  Columbus  Ohio,  he  enlisted  in  the  Marine  Corps  (in  1940  or 
1941),  and  served  for  the  duration  of  World  War  II.  He  was  Master  Sergeant 
when  the  war  ended.  Returning  to  California,  he  married  there,  and  is  now 
employed  at  Burbank,  California  with  the  Hydro-Aire  Co.,  a  subsidiary  of  Crane 
Company,  as  Industrial  Relations  Manager.  His  wife  was  Elaine  Roberts.  They 
have  no  children.  They  live  in  Glendale,  California. 

Kathleen  Leslie  was  born  November  16,  1921.  She  was  educated  in 
Ashland,  Ky.,  and  Columbus,  Ohio,  high  schools.  She  is  married  to  Walter 
Curry.  They  live  at  San  Jose,  California,  where  they  operate  a  fruit  farm. 

Mr.  Curry  served  in  the  United  States  Navy  during  World  War  II  and  is  in 
the  Naval  Reserve.  There  are  three  children  all  born  in  San  Jose  Leslie  Kav 
Curry.  5  years  old;  William  Walter  Curry.  3  years  old;  and  Roxanna  Gayle 
Curry.  1  year  old. 


Curtis  Leslie  and  Mont 
Leslie  at  the  well  on 
the  John  Bundy  Leslie 
farm  on  Bolts  Fork, 
Boyd  County,  Kentucky, 


Family  of  Curtis  Fillmore  Leslie 


Curtis  Fillmore  Leslie  was  born  January  31,  1890,  at  Ashland  (Pollard) 

Ky.  He  attended  the  schools  at  Slick  Rock,  Boyd  County.  His  first  employ¬ 
ment  was  for  2  years  as  a  street  car  conductor  at  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  then 
entered  the  oil  business  as  a  salesman  and  has  continued  in  that  work  to 
the  present  time.  He  first  married  Jeanette  Paine,  of  Ohio.  They  had  no 
children.  His  wife  died  six  or  seven  years  after  their  marriage. 

The  second  marriage  of  Curtis  Leslie  was  to  Garnet  Ophelia  Thomas,  of 
Huntington,  West  Virginia,  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of  that  city.  She  was 
educated  at  Point  Pleasant  and  at  Marshall  College,  Huntington. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leslie  live  on  Highway  23,  about  five  miles  south  of  Catletts- 
burg,  Boyd  County,  Kentucky.  They  have  no  children  of  their  own  but  have  an 
adopted  daughter,  Cecelia  Roger  Leslie,  who  was  born  April  14,  1918.  She  is 
married  to  William  Graham  from  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  they  live.  She  is  a 
nurse  and  he  is  a  doctor.  They  have  one  child,  Billy  Graham.  Jr.,  who  is 
9  years  old.  He  was  born  on  November  7,  1945. 

Family  of  Dolly  Belle  Leslie 

Dolly  Belle  Leslie,  daughter  of  John  Bundy  Leslie  and  Sarah  E.  Tolliver, 
was  born  October  23,  1891.  She  was  married  on  April  23,  1908,  to  K.  Sexton. 
of  Boyd  County.  To  this  union  there  were  born  two  children: 

Ada  Beulah  Sexton  was  born  April  2,  1909.  She  was  married  on 
August  20,  1926,  to  Donald  Bailey,  of  Wayne,  W.  Va.  They  have  three  children: 
Kenneth.  Gene,  and  Dolores.  They  live  in  Ashland,  Ky. 

Ruby  Sexton  was  born  September  8,  1911.  She  was  married  to  Samuel 
Adkins  of  Ashland,  Ky.,  on  March  23,  1941.  They  have  five  children:  Janet. 

Samve  K. .  Jerry.  Vici.  and  David.  They  live  in  Ashland,  Ky. 

Mrs.  Dollie  Belle  Leslie  Sexton  was  married  to  her  second  husband. Charles 
Long,  on  June  1,  1930.  Both  husbands  are  deceased.  Mrs.  Long  is  presently 
employed  at  the  Leslie  Restaurant,  at  Ceredo,  West  Virginia.  She  resides  at 
Ashland,  Kentucky. 


Dollie  Leslie  Long 


Family  of  Ada  Augusta  Leslie 


Ada  Augusta  Leslie,  the  youngest  of  four  children  of  John  B.  Leslie  and 
Sara  E.  Tolliver  Leslie,  was  born  on  June  26,  1893,  in  South  Ashland,  Kentucky, 
She  attended  school  at  Ashland  and  at  Bolts  Fork  and  studied  music  -  piano, 
organ,  and  voice  -  at  Louisa. 

Ada  Leslie  was  married  at  her  home  on  Bolts  Fork  on  October  25,  1911, 
Wednesday,  at  High  Noon,  to  Dr.  John  Dixon  Mutters.  The  ceremony  was  performed 
by  the  Reverend  Hedrick,  a  Methodist  Minister  from  Rush,  Kentucky,  Dr.  Mutters 
a  general  practitioner,  was  the  son  of  Lewis  and  Nancy  Mutters,  of  Boyd  County, 
Both  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Mutters  were  of  the  Baptist  Faith.  He  was  a  Mason.  He  died 
on  November  29,  1919,  and  is  buried  in  the  Ashland  Cemetery. 

Lewis  Edward  Mutters,  the  only  child  of  Ada  Leslie  and  Dr.  J.D. 
Mutters,  was  born  on  November  23,  1913,  at  Ashland.  He  was  educated  there  and 
went  to  the  California  Curtis  Wright  School  of  Aviation  after  having  studied 
aviation  at  Ashland.  He  served  in  the  U.  S.  Air  Force  for  3  years  as  a  plane 
dispatcher  in  the  States  and  had  several  months  in  China  with  the  ground  force. 
He  was  a  Sergeant  when  he  left  the  Service  at  the  end  of  World  War  II.  He  had 
no  combat  duty. 

Upon  returning  home  Lewis  Mutters  worked  at  the  Federal  Prison  at  Summit, 
Ky. ,  where  he  was  Assistant  Supervisor  in  the  machine  shops.  After  3  years 
there  he  resigned  and  is  now  on  the  Police  Force  at  Ashland.  He  married 
Katherine  Colley,  of  Ashland,  on  September  26,  1937,  at  Ashland,  Ky.  They 
have  no  children.  They  reside  at  Ashland,  Ky. 

Ada  Augusta  Leslie  (Mutters)  married  John  Dee  Gilley  as  her  second  husband 
on  Thursday  May  26,  1921,  at  Ironton,  Ohio.  He  is  the  son  of  Taylor  and  Nancy 
Riddle  Gilley  and  was  born  on  November  7,1891,  at  Denton,  Carter  Co.,  Kentucky. 
He  is  Deputy  Sheriff  of  Boyd  County.  They  resided  for  30  years  in  Ashland  but 
now  live  on  Shopes  Creek,  Boyd  County,  about  ten  miles  out  from  the  city.  They 
have  no  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilley  are  active  in  the  Central  Baptist  Church  and  Sunday 
School  and  enjoy  hunting  in  season.  They  have  traveled  through  the  West  and 
hunted  deer  and  other  wild  game  there.  Some  trophies  of  the  hunt  are  in 
evidence  in  their  comfortable  country  home  which  is  situated  in  a  prettily 
rolling  creek  valley  and  surrounded  by  low  hills. 


Ada  Leslie  (Mutters)  Gilley 
Lewis  Edward  Mutters 
John  D.  Gilley 


MARTHA  LESLIE 


(Fourth  Generation  -  John  Line  -  Daughter  of  William  Lesley) 

Martha  Leslie  Was  the  daughter  of  William  Lesley  and  Nancy  Jane  Hale 
Lesley.  She  was  born  in  Tazewell  County,  Virginia,  on  October  16,  1831,  and 
came  to  Kentucky  with  her  parents  when  a  small  girl. 

When  her  father  died  in  1844  at  Bolts  Fork,  Kentucky,  Martha  was  taken 
by  her  mother  to  Jackson  County,  Ohio,  her  mother's  native  county.  A  few 
years  later  the  family  returned  to  Bolt's  Fork  and  re-acquired  the  William 
Lesley  lands.  (Her  mother  had  married  James  Bruce  in  Ohio  and  Mr.  Bruce  came 
to  Kentucky,  also). 

Martha  Leslie  was  married  to  John  Davis  Ross.  She  was  his  second  wife 
and  he  was  23  years  her  senior  and  the  father  of  12  children.  Mr.  Ross  was 
born  May  8,  1898,  near  Natural  Bridge,  Virginia,  which  is  now  in  Rockbridge 
County.  He  came  to  Boyd  County  when  it  was  still  a  part  of  Carter  and  Greenup 
counties.  He  was  appointed  by  Governor  Beriah  Magoffin  to  be  the  first  County 
Judge  of  Boyd  County,  when  it  was  formed  in  1860.  He  was  afterwards  elected 
to  that  office  and  served  eight  years  altogether.  He  sometimes  served,  also, 
as  deputy  sheriff,  and  during  the  Civil  War  was  a  member  of  the  Kentucky  State 
Legislature. 

The  Ross  family  were  democrats  and  that  branch  of  the  Leslie  family  were 
usually  republicans.  Judge  Ross  was  a  prominent  farmer  and  after  he  retired 
from  public  life  he  looked  after  his  farm  on  Bolts  Fork.  He  also  operated 
Sandy  Furnace,  one  of  the  oldest  charcoal  furnaces  in  this  section  of  Kentucky. 
He  died  in  Boyd  County  on  August  20,  1894.  His  widow,  Martha  Leslie  Ross, 
died  two  years  later,  on  July  12,  1896.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Martha  Leslie  Ross 
were  the  parents  of  five  children: 

The  eldest  of  the  family  of  Martha  Leslie  and  Judge  Ross  was  Sarah  (Sally) 
Ross,  who  was  born  January  17,1859.  She  married  on  October  20,  1882,  to  C.  L. 

Millis.  from  Tennessee  and  Virginia,  and  was  the  mother  of  ten  children.  She 

died  at  the  age  of  97  years  in  February  of  1956. 

Robt,  Crittenden  Ross  was  born  June  3,  1861  and  died  September  12,  1931. 

Nancy  Olivia  Ross  was  born  December  13,  1864.  She  married  _ Rjffe. 

Her  daughter,  Mrs.  H.  G.  Curtis  lives  in  Ashland,  Ky.  Anna  Ross  was  born 

July  1,  1867.  She  married  Justice  .  She  died  _  at  Huntington, 

W.  Va.  Her  daughter,  Mrs.  Roy  Barber,  lives  in  Huntington.  Laura  B.  Ross 
was  born  April  1,  1869~  She  died  August  6,  1887  in  Boyd  County,  Kentucky. 
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Sarah  (Sallv)  Boss  and  C.  L.  Millis 


Sarah  Ross  was  more  commonly  known  as  "Sally".  Sometimes  her  name  was 
written  Sapira  and  Sophiah.  She  was  the  13th  child  of  Judge  J.  D.  Ross,  but 
was  the  eldest  of  five  children  born  to  Judge  Ross  and  his  second  wife,  Martha 
Leslie.  She  was  born  January  17,  1859  at  Bolts  Fork,  Kentucky  in  that  section 
which  was  then  a  part  of  Greenup  County  but  which  the  next  year  became  Boyd 
County. 

The  year  after  Sally’s  birth,  her  father  became  Judge  of  Boyd  County 
but  the  family  remained  on  Bolts  Fork.  Sally  attended  the  Bolts  Fork  Schools. 
She  always  spoke  with  pride  of  the  fine  system  of  rural  education  which  was 
pursued  there  for  many  years.  She  said  that  during  the  early  period  at  least 
16  of  its  students  became  doctors,  lawyers,  and  teachers. 

On  October  20,  1882,  when  she  was  23  years  of  age,  Sally  became  the  bride 
of  C.  L.  Millis.  They  were  married  in  a  hotel  in  Ironton,  Ohio,  by  a  Methodist 
Minister.  Mr.  Millis  was  born  October  16,  1861  in  Hawkins  County,  N.  C.  (now 
in  Tennessee).  His  mother  was  Mary  Ann  Adams,  of  North  Carolina.  His  father 
was  a  school  teacher  and  later  owned  and  operated  a  water  mill.  When  Charles 
Lafayette  Millis  was  eight  years  of  age  his  mother  died  and  his  father  took 
the  family  to  Virginia. 

Mr.  Millis  was  the  first  of  that  name  to  come  to  Kentucky.  He  was  a 
republican.  There  being  very  few  of  that  political  persuasion  on  Bolts  Fork 
at  the  time  of  his  arrival,  he  had  some  difficulty  in  voting,  but  was  assisted 
in  accomplishing  his  desire  at  the  polling  place  by  some  others  of  the  same 
party.  He  became  a  well-known  farmer  in  the  region. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Millis  remained  on  the  farm  on  Bolts  Fork  until  she  was  50 
years  of  age.  In  1910  they  brought  their  family  of  ten  children  to  Catletts- 
burg  to  live.  The  children  attended  school  there  and  also  most  of  them  at¬ 
tended  normal  schools  in  Greenup  and  Louisa.  Mrs.  Millis  described  her  family 
as  a  "beautiful"  one  and  said  that  most  of  them  had  brown  eyes  "after  the 
Mill ises". 

When  this  writer  called  upon  Mrs.  Millis  at  her  home  on  Lock  Ave.  in 
Catlettsburg,  overlooking  the  broad  Ohio  at  Lock  29,  almost  on  the  eve  of 
her  96th  birthday,  she  was  alert  mentally  and  physically  and  unusually 
active  for  one  of  her  years.  Her  routine  seemed  to  be  made  up  of  a  bit  of 
reading,  a  bit  of  sewing,  a  bit  of  housekeeping  when  she  was  "of  a  mind  to", 
and  a  bit  of  working  in  her  flowers  when  weather  permitted.  She  most  gracious¬ 
ly  conversed  concerning  her  family  and  also  somewhat  of  early  days  and  sup¬ 
plied  much  family  data  from  the  reconis  which  she  kept  near  her. 

On  Sunday  morning,  Feb.  5,  1956, not  quite  a  month  after  her  97th  birth¬ 
day,  Sarah  Ross  Millis,  passed  away.  Her  funeral  service  was  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  L.  M.  Rogers,  Pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Catlettsburg, 
Kentucky,  of  which  she  was  a  member.  The  active  pallbearers  were  six  of  her 
grandsons,  and  the  honorary  ones  were  also  relatives  and  included  nephews  and 
grandsons. 
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The  Family  of  Sally  Ross  and  C.  L.  Millis 


The  Family  of  William  Elbert  Millis  and  Della  Grace  Handley 

William  Elbert  (Bert)  Millis  was  born  September  28,  1883.  He  married 
Della  Grace  Handley  in  1910,  in  Boyd  County.  He  taught  for  nine  years  in  the 
Boyd  County  and  Catlettsburg  schools.  He  was  a  clerk  for  the  C.  &  0.  Rail¬ 
way  at  the  time  of  his  death  on  June  6,  1913.  His  wife  is  also  deceased. 

They  had  no  children. 

The  Family  of  Boss  Crittenden  Millis  and  Jessie  Madlyn  Wright 

Ross  Crittenden  Millis  ("Did")  was  born  November  24,1884.  He  was  married 
to  Jessie  Madlyn  Wright.  His  wife  was  born  on  July  16,  1092  at  Catlettsburg,  Ky. 


"Did"  was  sheriff  and  held  other  smaller  offices,  and  was  chief  guard  at 
Ashland  Refinery  until  his  health  failed.  They  live  in  Ashland,  Ky.  They  have 
one  son: 


Charles  Henry  Millis  was  born  August  16,  1914,  at  Catlettsburg.  He 
was  married  on  August  25,  1947  to  Mary  Genevieve  Johnson.  His  wife  was  born 
August  18,1921  at  Wheelersburg,  Ohio.  They  have  no  children.  They,  also, 
live  in  Ashland. 

The  Family  of  Lynton  Kent  Millis  and  Elizabeth  Mae  Handley 

Lynton  Kent  Millis  was  born  February  21,  1886,  at  Bolts  Fork,  Ky.  He  had 
his  schooling  at  Bolts  Fork  and  held  a  First  Grade  Certificate  to  teach.  He 
taught  for  two  years  and  later  was  in  the  insurance  business  until  his  health 

failed.  He  is  now  retired  and  has  resided  with  his  mother  in  Catlettsburg. 

Lynton  Kent  Millis  and  Elizabeth  Mae  Handley  of  Durbin,  Kentucky,  were 
married  July  16,  1907.  They  have  two  children,  a  son,  Rupert,  and  a  daughter, 
Virginia  Lee.  Mrs.  Lynton  Millis  lives  in  Seattle,  Washington,  as  do  the 
families  of  the  two  children. 

Rupert  Edward  Millis  was  born  June  5,  1908.  He  was  married  in  1928 
at  Bellingham,  Washington  to  Bertha  Berquist.  They  have  two  children: 

Linda  Lee  June  Millis  was  born  in  June  1929.  She  was  married 
to  Richard  Dean  Saylor  in  1951  and  they  have  one  child,  Richard  Dean  Saylor. 

Kenneth  Neal  Millis  was  born  October  18,  1930,  and  is  unmarried. 

Virginia  Lee  Millis  was  born  February  21,  1910.  She  was  married  in 
1928  at  Bellingham,  Washington,  to  Carl  Earl  Foster.  They  have  one  daughter. 

Sonya  Deane  Foster  was  born  October  14,  1930  and  was  married 
in  1951  to  Gerry  King.  They  have  one  son,  David  Burton  King,  born  in  1952. 
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The  Family  of  Laura  Belle  Millis  and  Morris  McNeal 


Laura  Belle  Millis  was  born  November  26,  1887  at  Bolts  Fork,  Kentucky. 
She  was  a  school  teacher.  On  July  10,  1909  she  married  Morris  McNeal  of 
Rush,  Kentucky.  Her  husband  was  born  February  2,  1871.  He  was  a  telegraph 
operator.  He  is  deceased.  She  lives  in  Catlettsburg,  Kentucky. 

The  McNeals  had  two  sons,  both  of  whom  are  married  and  live  in  Ashland, 
Kentucky. 


John  Millis  McNeal  was  born  April  20,  1911,  at  Dola,  W.  Va.  He 
married  Josephine  Burns  of  Ashland  in  1938.  They  had  one  child,  Teresa 
Josephine  McNeal.  who  is  now  living  in  Midland,  Texas.  The  second  wife  of 
John  Millis  McNeal  was  Helen  Newsome  whom  he  married  in  1947.  They  have  one 
child,  John  Michael  McNeal.  born  July  7,  1948.  He  lives  at  Tacoma, Washington. 

Morris  Lee  McNeal  was  born  July  21,  1912  at  Dola,  West  Virginia. 

He  was  married  on  September  3,  1940  to  Hazel  Evans,  of  Richmond,  Kentucky. 

They  have  no  children. 

Family  of  Lula  F.  Millis  and  John  T„  Scott 

Lula  Florence  Millis  was  born  February  28,1891  at  Bolts  Fork,  Ky.  While 
at  Prestonsburg,  Kentucky,  attending  the  school  conducted  by  Professor  Bying- 
ton  she  met  her  future  husband  who  was  also  a  student  there.  She  married  John 
Henderson  Scott  on  July  9,  1913.  Her  husband  was  born  September  9, 1889, in  Pike 
County, Kentucky.  He  became  a  very  prominent  business  man  and  merchant.  They 
resided  on  John’s  Creek  and  later  in  Pikeville,  Ky.  Mr.  Scott  died  at  the 
latter  place  on  September  16,  1952.  He  is  buried  at  Johnson  Memorial  Park 
Cemetery,  Pikeville,  Kentucky. 

The  Scott's  had  six  children  and  there  are  13  grandchildren.  The  chil¬ 
dren  are  all  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Mrs.  Scott  and  some  of 
the  children  and  their  families  live  in  Pikeville,  Kentucky. 

Nell  Ruth  Scott  was  born  March  15,1915,  at  Gulnare,  Pike  County, Ken¬ 
tucky.  She  married  Clarence  Leslie  Craft.  Her  husband  was  born  February  2^1911 
at  Russell,  Greenup  County,  Kentucky.  He  is  employed  in  the  insurance  business. 
They  live  at  Hazard,  Kentucky.  They  have  three  daughters: 

Jonda  Lou  Craft  was  born  June  20,  1940.  Leslie  Colleen  Craft 
was  born  September  20,  1944.  Donna  Rose  Craft  was  born  May  20,  1947.  All  were 
born  at  Pikeville,  Kentucky. 

John  Henderson  Scott.  Jr.  was  born  March  2,  1918,  at  Gulnare,  Pike 
County,  Kentucky.  He  has  a  twin,  Rosalie.  He  is  a  doctor  and  lives  and  practices 
in  Pikeville,  Kentucky.  His  wife,  the  former  Betty  Thompson. was  born  at  Pike¬ 
ville,  Kentucky,  on  January  7,  1924.  They  have  two  boys: 

John  Henderson  Scott  III  was  born  August  15,  1944;  and  William 
Thompson  Scott  was  born  July  20,  1947,  both  at  Pikeville,  Ky. 


30 


Rosalie  Scott  was  born  March  2,  1918.  She  is  a  twin  of  Dr.  John 
Henderson  Scott,  Jr.  above  mentioned.  She  married  Wm.  Edward  Venters,  an 
automobile  dealer  in  Pikeville,  Kentucky.  Her  husband  is  also  interested  in 
gas  wells.  They  have  three  children: 

Pamela  Sue  Venters,  born  December  23,  1943;  Wn.  Edward  Venters 
Jr.,  born  November  7,  1948;  and  Teresa  Ann  Venters,  born  November  3,  1951. 
These  children  were  all  born  at  Pikeville,  Kentucky. 

Joseph  Bromley  Scott  was  born  July  31,  1920,  at  Gulnare,  Ky.  He 
is  a  merchant  at  Pikeville,  Kentucky.  He  married  Barbara  Marian  Peacock.  His 
wife  was  born  December  28,1923  at  Dubuque,  Iowa.  They  have  two  children: 

Joseph  Bromley  Scott.  Jr.,  born  October  24,1944,  at  Portsmouth, 

Virginia. 


Barbara  Ann  Scott  was  born  March  23,  1948,  at  Pikeville,  Ky. 

Phyllis  Brook  Scott  was  born  February  17,  1924  at  Pikeville,  Ky. 

She  married  Oner  Lewis  Robinson.  Her  husband  was  born  September  23,  1914,  at 
Bowling  Green,  Kentucky.  He  is  manager  for  Appalachia  Power  Company.  They 
live  in  Welch,  West  Virginia.  They  have  two  children: 

Stephanie  Lewis  Robinson  was  born  February  8,  1945,  at  Pikeville, 

Kentucky. 


Scott  Minis  Robinson  was  born  July  20,  1947  at  Pikeville. 

Margaret  Ann  Scott  was  born  March  17,  1922  at  Pikeville.  She  mar¬ 
ried  Oliver  Hayden  Harris.  Her  husband  was  born  August  19,1918,  at  Winchester, 
Kentucky.  Mr.  Harris  is  regional  manager  for  Maytag  Company.  They  live  in 
Muncie,  Indiana.  They  have  one  child: 

Oliver  Hayden  Harris.  Jr.  (Bucky)  was  born  April  10,1943. 

Family  of  John  Martin  Millis  and  Eleanor  Angela  Ramey 

John  Martin  Mill  is  was  born  January  20,  1893,  at  Bolts  Fork,  Boyd  County, 
Kentucky.  He  served  in  World  War  I,  was  wounded,  and  received  medals  and 
citations  for  extreme  bravery.  These  medals  included  the  Oak  Leaf  Cluster,  the 
Distinguished  Service  Cross  for  Valoi;  and  others. 

OAK-LEAF  CLUSTER  CITATION 

JOHN  M.  MILLIS,  second  lieutenant,  company  L,  354th  Infantry,  89th  Division. 
For  extraordinary  herosism  in  action  near  Charey,  France,  September  30th,  1918. 

On  the  morning  of  that  day  an  officer  returning  from  patrol  reported  to  Lieutenant 
Millis  that  he  had  encountered  enemy  machine  guns  and  that  several  of  his  patrol 
had  been  wounded.  Lieutenant  Millis,  with  great  courage  and  without  regard  to 
his  own  safety,  proceeded  over  rough  and  broken  ground  to  a  point  four  hundred 
yards  beyond  his  outposts  where  he  exchanged  several  shots  with  the  enemy.  Meet¬ 
ing  another  member  of  the  patrol  he  was  informed  of  a  wounded  man  about  one 
hundred  yards  beyond  his  position  at  that  time.  Under  a  withering  machine-gun 
fire  Lieutenant  Millis  with  splendid  courage  and  devotion  to  duty  rushed  into 
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the  open,  found  and  examined  the  man  whom  he  found  to  be  dead.  Making  his 
way  to  his  outpost  he  continued  to  exchange  shots  with  the  enemy,  one  of 
whom  he  killed. 


Received 
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He  was  married  in  1927  to  Eleanor  Angela  Ramey.  He  was  clerk  of  Greenup 
County  but  is  now  retired  because  of  ill  health.  The  family  resides  in  Russell, 
Ky. 


Marilyn  Millis,  daughter  of  John  Martin  Millis  and  Eleanor  Ramey 
Millis,  graduated  from  Russell  High  School  and  attended  Greenbrier  College 
for  Women,  Lewisburg,  W.  Va.,  and  Transylvania  College,  Lexington,  Kentucky. 

She  was  employed  with  the  General  Telephone  Company  at  Russell.  On  May  30, 

1955  she  was  married  to  George  Daniel  Ccnm,  Jr.,  of  Greenup, Kentucky,  son 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Corum.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Greenup  High  School  and 
also  attended  Ashland  Junior  College  and  Morehead  State  College.  He  is  an 
employe  of  the  C.  &  0.  Railway  at  Russell. 

Family  of  Nell  Grant  Millis  and  Edgar  Poe  Rice 

Nell  Grant  Millis  was  born  September  26,  1895  at  Bolts  Fork,  Ky.,  She  was 
married  in  1920  to  Edgar  Poe  Rice,  son  of  Harvey  H.  Rice  and  Mary  Hurt  Rice  of 
Paintsville,  Johnson  County,  Kentucky.  He  was  born  August  12,  1884.  He  is 
deceased.  She  now  lives  in  Ashland,  Kentucky.  They  had  two  sons: 

Robert  Harvey  Rice  was  born  June  15,  1921  at  Huntington  W.  Va.  He 
is  a  surgeon  and  is  a  resident  of  the  Dahls,  Oregon.  He  was  married  on  July 
12,  1945  to  Lucy  Louise  Boyden  of  Boyden,  Mass.  His  wife  was  born  August  30, 
1925.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Rice  have  three  children: 

Pamela  Leslie  Rice  was  born  August  28,  1948;  Jeffrey  Boyden  Rice 
was  born  June  16,  1950;  and  Martha  Lee  Rice  was  born  February  12,  1952. 

Donald  Millis  Rice  was  born  February  24,  1923  at  Huntington,  W, Va. 

He  was  married  on  December  31,  1950  to  Mary  Lou  Wilson  of  Covington,  Kentucky. 
His  wife  was  born  May  21,  1929.  They  have  two  children: 

Linda  Lee  Rice  was  born  May  21,  195);  Vicy  Lynn  Rice  was  born 
October  12,  1953. 

Family  of  Ida  Lee  Leslie  Millis  and  Simeon  S.  Willis 

Ida  Lee  Leslie  Millis  was  born  December  24,  1897  at  Bolts  Fork,  Kentucky. 
After  finishing  her  education  she  was  employed  for  a  time  as  deputy  clerk  in 
Boyd  County.  She  was  married  on  April  14,  1920  to  Simeon  S.  Willis,  an  attorney 
who  was  city  solicitor  for  Ashland  at  the  time.  Her  husband  was  born  on  Decem¬ 
ber  1,  1879,  the  son  of  John  H.  Willis  and  Abigail  Slavens  Willis.  Mr.  Willis 
became  Governor  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  and  served  a  four-year  term  from  1943- 
1947.  He  is  a  republican.  After  finishing  his  term  he  returned  to  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  The  family  resides  in  Ashland,  Kentucky. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willis  have  one  daughter,  Sara  Lesley  Willis,  born  in  19230 
She  attended  Margaret  Hall  School  in  Versailles  and  was  graduated  from  National 
Cathedral  School  in  Washington  and  Sarah  Lawrence  College  in  Bronxville,  New 
York.  She  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  Powers  Model  School  in  New  York  City. 

Sara  is  a  writer  of  fiction  -  books  and  short  stories.  She  uses  the  pen  name 
of  Lesley  Merrill. 

Sara  Lesley  Willis  was  married  December  30,  1944  in  Frankfort,  Kentucky 
while  her  father  was  Governor.  She  was  the  first  governor's  daughter  to  go 
to  her  wedding  from  the  new  Governor’s  Mansion.  She  was  married  to  Lt.  Henry 
Meigs,  II,  Army  Air  Forces  flier,  son  of  Mrs.  Alfred  Jobson,  New  York  City. 

Her  husband  had  served  in  the  South  Pacific  in  World  War  II  and  was  at  the  time 
of  their  marriage  stationed  in  Oscoda,  near  Bay  City,  Michigan.  He  is  now  an 
attorney  practicing  in  Frankfort,  where  they  reside.  They  have  one  son: 

Simeon  Willis  Meigs  who  is  now  about  eight  years  of  age. 

Phillip  Henry  Strother  Mill  is  and  Mary  Florence  Maqann 

Phillip  Henry  Strother  Mill is  was  born  May  23,  1900  at  Bolts  Fork,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  He  worked  as  a  bank  clerk  and  in  various  positions  in  mercantile 
establishments.  He  was  married  to  Mary  Florence  Magann.  He  died  on  August 
17,  1952  while  employed  in  Huntington.  They  had  no  children. 

Orpha  Buchanan  Leslie 

Orpha  Buchanan  Leslie,  third  of  kfca.  Lesley's  children,  was  born  about 
1822-23,  and  died  as  a  young  woman.  She  never  married. 


Mrs.  Sarah  Millis 
on  her  95th  birthday. 


Lt.  John  Martin  Millis  (afterwards  was  made  Captain) 


Sara  Lesley  Willis  on  way 
to  her  wedding  from  the 
Governor’s  Mansion, 
Frankfort,  Kentucky. 


Mrs.  Simeon  Willis 
(nee  Ida  L.  Millis) 
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The  Governor’s  Mansion,  Frankfort,  Kentucky. 


Governor  Simeon  Willis  and  his  grandson  Simeon  Willis  Meigs  on  steps 
of  Capitol  Building,  Frankfort,  Kentucky. 


ANDREW  P.  LESLIE 


(Fourth  Generation  -  John  Line  -  Son  of  William) 

Andrew  P.  Leslie,,  fourth  of  the  children  of  William  Lesley  and  Nancy 
Hale,  was  born  March  9,  1035,  at  Bolts  Fork,  Boyd  County,  Kentucky.  He 
married  Maryann  Johnson,  of  Greenbrier  County,  Virginia  (now  in  West  Virginia). 
She  was  born  June  24,  1837. 

Andrew  Leslie  was  employed  by  the  Gallia  County  Furnace  Company,  (Gallia 
County,  Ohio),  as  overseer  of  furnaces.  He  later  purchased  a  farm  at  Bear 
Creek  near  Lucasville,  Ohio,  and  lived  there  until  the  death  of  his  wife  in 
1892.  He  returned  to  Kentucky  and  made  his  home  with  his  son,  Robert  P.  Leslie, 
and  family  ,  at  Rush,  Kentucky.  Andrew  Leslie  died  in  July  1921.  Andrew  and 
Maryann  Leslie  were  the  parents  of  nine  children: 

Nancy  Jane  Leslie 

Nancv  Jane  Leslie,  the  eldest  of  the  nine  children  of  Andrew  P.  Leslie, 
was  born  September  21,  1857.  She  died  on  September  11,  1887. 

Family  of  Anna  R.  Leslie  and  Henry  Higgins 

Anna  R.  Leslie,  the  second  of  Andrew's  children,  was  born  February  24, 

1860.  She  was  married  on  August  26,  1879  to  Henry  Higgins.  She  died  in  Virginia 
on  August  2,  1902.  They  had  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  known  to  be  deceased. 
Two  are  believed  to  be  still  living  but  their  present  whereabouts  is  not  definite, 
known. 


John  Higgins  was  born  in  1881.  He  is  deceased.  Estelle  Higgins 
married  Smith,  and  has  a  son  and  daughter.  Mrs.  Smith  is  believed  to 

still  be  living  and  to  have  been  at  one  time  in  Richmond,  Virginia. 

Grace  Higgins  married  _ Milner.  She  had  a  daughter  with  whom 

she  lived  in  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  until  her  death. 

Anna  Higgins  married  Humbl e.  They  had  fire  children.  Mrs. 

Humble  is  believed  by  informant  to  be  still  living  but  her  present  address  is 
unknown.  The  last  known  address  was  Greenfield,  Ohio. 

Lucv  Higgins  never  married  and  is  deceased.  Harry  Higgins  married 
.  They  had  a  daughter.  Harry  Higgins  is  deceased. 

Family  of  James  A.  Leslie  and  Maude  Lambert 

James  A.  Leslie,  third  of  the  nine  children  of  Andrew  P.  Leslie  and 
Maryann  Johnson,  was  born  March  1,  1862.  He  was  married  to  Mauds  Larahert 
(of  American  Indian  lineage)  on  July  7,  1885. 

James  A.  Leslie  made  crossties  and  spokes  for  wheels  from  timber  on  his 
own  place.  He  died  .  His  widow  and  son,  Eugene  Leslie,  reside  at 

London,  Ohio.  There  were  seven  children  but  their  names  only  have  been  supplied. 
They  are  Andrew.  Bertha.  Ethel.  John.  Henry.  Eugene,  and  Melvin  Leslie. 
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Family  of  Beatrice  Elizabeth  Leslie  and  Bruce  Watkins 


Beatrice  Elizabeth  (Betty)  Leslie  was  the  fourth  of  Andrew  and  Maryann 
Leslie's  children.  She  was  born  on  February  29,  1864.  On  December  31,  1885, 
she  was  married  to  Bruce  Watkins.  She  died  in  February  1922.  The  children 
numbered  only  two:  Clyde  and  Lillian  Watkins. 

Clyde  Leslie  Watkins  was  born  _______  1891  (?)  and  died  August  11,1939, 

at  the  age  of  48.  He  married  Kathryn  Mary  Waicknian  on  July  4,  1911.  His  wife 
was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Teresa  Waickman.  They  had  one  son: 

Robert  Leslie  Watkins  was  born  September  14,  1913.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  on  January  18,  1940  to  Irene  Mary  Johnson.  They  have  one  son,  Michael 
Rav  Watkins,  born  October  30,  1946. 

Kathryn  Watkins,  widow  of  Clyde  Watkins,  resides  in  Akron, Ohio, 
with  her  son  and  family.  She  is  a  bookkeeper  at  Truck  Tire  Sales  Company,  of 
that  city. 


Lillian  Beatrice  Watkins  was  born  _____  1895  (?).  She  died  in 
July  1913  at  the  age  of  18  years.  Her  death  occurred  at  Circleville,  Ohio,  where 
the  family  was  residing  at  that  time. 

The  Family  of  Margaret  Leslie  and  Amos  Svnder 

Margaret  Leslie  (Maggie), was  the  5th  of  the  nine  children  of  Andrew  and 
Maryann  Johnson  Leslie,  She  was  born  April  11,  1866.  She  was  married  to  Amos 
Synder  on  April  8,  1888.  Both  died  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  within  a  few  months 
of  each  other,  she  preceding  him.  They  are  buried  at  Lucasville,  Ohio.  They 
had  two  sons: 

Paul  0.  Snyder  was  born  November  12,  1893.  He  was  married  to  Hel en 
Miller,  of  Waver ly,  Ohio.  He  died  June  18,  1941,  and  is  buried  at  Waverly, 
as  is  his  wife  who  preceded  him  in  death  by  about  two  years.  Their  only  son, 
Quinn  Svnder.  married  Pat  .  They  have  three  children:  Paul .David,  and 

Ricky  Snvder.  They  live  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio. 

Cecil  Snyder,  the  youngest  of  Margaret  Leslie  and  Amos  Snyder's  two 
children,  married  Elsie  Dodds.  He  is  in  the  grocery  business  and  also  resides 
in  Portsmouth.  They  have  one  son,  Robert  Snvder.  who  is  married  to  . 

They  have  two  daughters.  The  family  lives  in  Wheeling,  West  Virginia. 


Elizabeth  Leslie  Watkins  (center);  Robert  Leslie  Watkins,  her  grandson; 
Ruth  Collier,  a  neighbor’s  child. 


35 


Family  of  Robert  P.  Leslie  and  Nancy  Watkins 

Robert  P.  Leslie,  sixth  of  the  nine  children  of  Andrew  P.  Leslie  and 
Maryann  Johnson  Leslie,  was  born  June  2,  1868.  He  was  married  on  December 
24,  1891,  at  Ironton,  Ohio,  to  Nancv  Watkins.  He  was  a  telegraph  operator 
for  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railway.  xhey  lived  at  Rush,  Kentucky,  where 
his  widow  still  lives  with  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Clarys  Gillum,  and  family.  He 
died  in  June  1943  at  the  age  of  75  years.  His  widow  is  86,  as  this  is  being 
written.  It  was  in  their  home  that  the  death  of  his  father,  Andrew  P.  Leslie, 
occurred.  The  Robert  P.  Leslie's  had  six  children: 

Stanley  R.  Leslie,  the  eldest  of  Robert  P.  Leslie's  children,  was 
born  September  30,  1892.  He  married  Virginia  (Jennie)  Holley. daughter  of 
Chil  Holley  and  A.  Rucker,  on  December  30,  1914,  in  Boyd  County,  Kentucky. 

Each  had  reached  the  age  of  21  years  at  the  time  of  their  marriage.  At  that 
time  Stanley  resided  at  Kilgore  and  his  bride  lived  at  Rush.  He  died  Decem¬ 
ber  29,  1947.  His  wodow,  Mrs.  Virginia  Leslie, now  lives  on  Hoods  Creek  Pike, 
on  a  rural  route  out  from  Ashland,  Kentucky.  They  had  four  children;  includ¬ 
ing  one  set  of  twins: 

Lexie  Opel  Leslie  married  Charles  Barnhart  on  May  24,  1948. 

They  live  in  Boyd  County.  She  is  employed  at  a  dry  cleaning  plant  in  Ashland, 
Kentucky.  They  have  one  son,  Michael  Barnhart,  born  March  20,  1950. 

Roberta  Leslie  and  Robert  Leslie  are  twins  and  were  born  to 
Stanley  and  Virginia  Leslie.  Roberta  lives  with  her  mother.  Robert  is  mar¬ 
ried  and  lives  at  Rush,  Kentucky. 

Melvin  Leslie  is  a  veteran  of  World  War  II.  He  is  married. 

He  and  his  wife  also  live  on  Hoods  Creek.  They  have  no  children. 

Lynn  B.  Leslie  was  born  August  13,  1894,  the  second  of  the  Robert 
P.  Leslie  children.  He  married  Allie  Deerfield  on  August  13,  1915.  He  formerly 
had  a  filling  station  out  13th  Street  from  Ashland,  but  is  reported  to  have 
recently  moved  to  West  Virginia. 

Gladys  E.  Leslie,  eldest  of  three  daughters  of  Robert  P.  Leslie 
and  Nancy  Watkins,  was  born  December  8,  1896.  She  married  Ed  Deerfield  in 
December  1916.  They  live  in  Ashland,  Kentucky. 

Edith  Iowa  Leslie  was  born  September  8,  1900,  and  died  on  October 

9,  1904. 


Clarys  Leslie  was  born  July  7,  1905.  She  married  Arthur  Gillum 
on  October  26,  1929.  They  live  at  Rush,  Kentucky.  Her  mother  lives  with  them. 

Franklin  Bruce  Leslie. the  youngest  of  Robert  P.  Leslie's  six  chil¬ 
dren,  was  born  August  20,1907.  He  was  married  on  October  25,  1927  to  Mary 
Ellen  Collins.  They  had  two  children:  Larrv  and  Judy  Leslie.  Franklin  Bruce 
Leslie  died  April  15,  1943.  His  widow,  Mrs.  Mary  Leslie,  lives  in  Ashland, 
Kentucky. 
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The  Family  of  Minnie  Leslie  and  James  Tyree 


Minnie  Leslie  was  born  April  15,  1870.  She  was  the  seventh  of  the  nine 
children  of  Andrew  P.  Leslie  and  Maryann  Johnson  Leslie.  She  was  married 
on  June  15,  1889  to  James  Tyree. a  lawyer,  and  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War 
(Union  Forces).  They  lived  at  Rush  and  at  Olive  Hill,  Kentucky,  where  Mr. 
Tyree  died.  Minnie  Leslie  Tyree  died  in  1941  or  1943  (dates  given  by 
informants  conflict  on  this  point). 

The  Tyrees  had  one  child,  Ariavra  Tyree,  who  married  Stewart  Clendenin 
of  Gallipolis,  Ohio.  Her  husband  was  employed  by  Firestone  Rubber  Company. 
Arjayra  died  of  a  heart  attack  at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  and  is  buried  at  Galli¬ 
polis,  Ohio.  They  had  no  children. 

The  Family  of  Lenore  Leslie  and  Elmer  Snivelv 

Lenore  Leslie  was  born  June  3,  1876.  She  married  Elmer  Snively  on  Nov. 
16,  1895.  They  lived  at  Bear  Creek,  Ohio,  where  he  was  a  teacher  in  the 
county  schools.  She  died  on  August  31,  1912  at  the  Hempstead  Hospital,  Ports¬ 
mouth,  Ohio.  He  died  in  the  early  1940's.  They  had  two  sons.  Guv  and  Bernard 
Snivelv.  who  died  as  small  children. 

Family  of  Inez  Leslie  and  Frank  Abrams 

Inez  Leslie. born  May  6,  1881,  in  Jackson  Co.,  Ohio  married  Frank  Abrams 
son  of  Nancy  Abrams  in  Boyd  County,  Kentucky,  on  May  5,  1907.  Each  was  26 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  their  marriage.  Her  husband  was  employed  at  the 
Nitrogen  Division  of  the  Allied  Chemical  and  Dye  Corporation  at  South  Point, 
Ohio.  He  died  May  13,  1953.  Mrs.  Abrams  lives  at  Ashland,  Kentucky.  Their 
children: 

Virginia  Abrams,  born  Nov.  10,  1908,  at  Rush,  Ky„  married  Oct.  2, 
1942  at  Ashland,  Ky.  to  Russell  R.  Hawes,  son  of  Charles  H»  Hawes  and  Nelle 
See  Hawes.  She  is  credit  manager  at  C.  H.  Parsons  Co.,  ana  her  husband  is 
employed  by  ARMCO.  They  live  at  Ashland,  Ky. 

Isabel  Abrams,  born  Feb.  7,  1911,  at  Rush,  Ky.  married  Sept.  5, 

1935,  at  Ashland,  Ky.  to  William  G.  Van  Gils*,  son  of  Peter  C.  Van  Gilst 
and  Mary  Martin  Van  Gilst.  They  live  at  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  where  he  is 

superintendent  of  Compressor  Stations  for  _ .  Their  children 

are:  Peter  C.  Van  Gil  sit  II  born  Sept.  1,  1940  and  Nancy  Van  Gilst. born 
March  14,  1942. 

Frances  Abrams,  born  July  15,  1916,  at  Rush,  Ky;  married  June  28, 
1939,  at  Lexington,  Ky.  to  R.  J.  Waddell,  son  of  Mrs.  Belle  Waddell,  of 
Lexington,  Ky.  Mr.  Waddell  is  Principal  of  the  Elementary  schools  at  Del 
Rio,  Texas.  They  live  at  Del  Rio,  Texas.  Their  children  are:  Michael  G. 
Waddell,  born  March  20,  1943;  Frances  E.  Waddell,  born  Sept.  21.  1944;  and 
John  G.  Waddell,  born  Oct.  19,  1947. 

Eleanor  Abrams,  born  Feb.  9,1921,  at  Ironton,  Ohio;  married  Dec. 
26,1942,  at  Ashland,  Ky.,  to  James  M.  Irvin. son  of  Frank  W.  Irvin,  Sr., 
and  Georgia  Lanthorne  Irvin.  He  is  employed  as  Asst.  Mgr.  of  Parsons 
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Furniture  Co.  They  live  at  Ashland,  Kentucky.  Their  children  are:  Martha 
Leslie  Irvin,  born  Nov.  29,  1945;  J.  Jeffrey  Irvin. born  Sept.  17,1948;  and 
born  June  10,  1954. 


Andrew  Leslie  and  granddaughter  Minnie,  Robert  and  Helen  Lere 

Lillian  Watkins.  Leslie,  children  of  Andrew 

Leslie  and  Maryann  Johnson  si 


Robert  Leslie,  his  wife, 
Nannie  (center),  with  their 
children  Bruce  and  Clarys 


Left  to  right:  Margaret  Leslie  Snyder  and  Minni 
Leslie  Tyree  (standing).  Front  row:  Cecil  Sny<r, 
his  son  Robert,  and  wife,  Elsie. 


House  where  all  of  Wm.  E.  Leslie’s  children  (two  families)  were  born  and  grew  up. 


Henrietta  Wigner  Leslie. 


William  E.  Leslie 


WILLIAM  E.  LESLIE 


(Fourth  Generation  --  John  Line  --  Son  of  William) 

William  E.  Leslie  was  the  fifth  of  the  seven  children  of  William  Lesley 
and  Nancy  Hale  Lesley.  He  was  born  November  13,  1837,  at  Bolts  Fork,  Kentucky. 

He  was  about  seven  years  of  age  when  his  father  died  in  1844,  and  went  with 
his  mother  and  brothers  and  sisters  to  her  native  county,  Jackson  County, Ohio, 
where  they  resided  for  a  few  years.  His  mother  married  Dr.  James  Bruce  while 
in  Ohio. 

William  was  still  a  school  boy  when  his  mother  and  family  returned  to 
Bolt’s  Fork  and  re-purchased  the  land  which  she  had  sold  after  her  husband  died. 
William  attended  school  in  Kentucky  and  worked  on  the  farm. 

Three  of  William  E’s  brothers  — -  John  B.,  who  was  older,  and  Robert  and 
James  E. ,  who  were  younger  than  he  —  fought  in  the  War  Between  the  States.  We 
have  not  been  informed,  however,  concerning  the  pdssibility  of  William  E.  having 
served  in  the  military  forces  at  that  time.  His  brothers  were  in  the  Union  Army, 
the  two  younger  were  in  the  West  Virginia  Infantry  and  John  B  was  in  Kentucky 
Infantry. 

William  E.  Leslie  married  twice  and  lived  to  the  age  of  78  years.  He  pre¬ 
deceased  his  second  wife  by  about  11  years.  He  was  the  father  of  12  children, 
four  by  the  first  marriage  and  eight  by  the  second.  All  of  his  married  life 
was  spent  in  Gallia  County,  Ohio,  and  all  his  children  were  born  and  reared  in 
the  home  which  he  built  shortly  after  his  first  marriage.  This  home,  a  2-story 
frame  dwelling,  is  still  standing  more  than  90  years  later. 

William  E.  Leslie’s  first  marriage  was  on  August  27,  1862,  at  Gallia,  Ohio. 
His  first  wife,  Elizabeth  Rose,  was  born  April  3,  1845,  and  died  January  11, 

1871.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  of  his  children:  Margaret  G.  Leslie  who  mar¬ 
ried  G.  W.  Cooper:  John  Ellsworth  Leslie,  who  married  Rosa  Lee  Wright,  of  Georgia 
Charles  Robert  Leslie,  who  married  Sarah  L.  Cambron  (Cameron)  of  Alabama;  and 
Andrew  Thomas  Leslie,  who  married  Margeret  Lambert. 

About  a  year  and  a  half  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  William  E. 

Leslie  married  Henrietta  Wigner.  They  were  married  on  July  22,  1872.  She  was 
born  on  March  17,  1844,  and  died  February  12,  1926.  She  was  the  mother  of  eight 
of  his  children:  Florence  E.  Leslie  who  married  G.  C.  Geibel.  of  Pennsylvania; 
Bneret  H,  Leslie,  who  never  married;  Eugene  Leslie,  who  married  Blanche  Hale; 
William  R.  (Ross?)  Leslie,  who  did  not  marry;  Nellie  J.  Leslie  who  married 
Oscar  Brammer:  Inez  Donna  Leslie  who  married  Vta.  Boggs:  Martha  Lou  Leslie  who 
married  William  Schurman:  and  Edgar  Shaffer  Leslie  who  married  Glida  Mae  Sarrett. 

William  E.  Leslie  preceded  his  second  wife  in  death.  His  death  occurred 
on  May  9,  1915.  He  and  both  wives  are  buried  in  Gallia  County,  Ohio,  at  or 
near  Gallia,  Ohio,  in  the  Gallia  Baptist  Church  Cemetery,  in  a  family  plot. 

Our  informant  is  doubtful  that  these  graves  can  be  located  at  this  time. 

Soon  after  William  E.  Leslie's  first  marriage,  he  and  his  wife  purchased 
160  acres  of  land  and  erected  the  new  2-story  frame  dwelling  spoken  of  earlier 
in  this  chapter.  They  tilled  the  soil  for  a  living. 
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In  his  younger  days  William  E.  worked  in  various  coaling  jobs.  One  of 
these  was  for  the  Gallia  Ice  and  Charcoal  Compnay.  His  job  was  hauling  wood 
to  the  pits  where  the  coal  was  charred.  The  charcoal  was  used  in  the  making 
of  iron.  His  son,  Eugene,  recalls  that  his  father  told  him  that  he  made  good 
money  on  this  job.  Another  job  in  later  years  was  as  mail  carrier  from  Gallia 
to  Arabia,  in  Lawrence  County,  Ohio,  a  distance  of  40  miles  (round  trip).  He 
rode  horseback  for  this  journey.  Although  it  was  not  stated,  it  was  probably 
an  all-day  journey  for  the  round  trip.  How  often  it  was  made  was  not  stated. 

William's  son,  Eugene,  who  has  been  extremely  helpful  to  this  historian, 
recalls  that  his  father  was  full  of  fun  and  that  on  Christmas  morning  one  of 
his  tricks  was  to  throw  fire  crackers  under  the  beds  to  rout  them  out.  He  says 
they  all  had  to  work  hard  to  keep  things  going  but  that  they  all  enjoyed  their 
home  life. 

The  family  were  musical  and  the  four  sons  of  the  second  family  Bneret  H. 
Eugene, H. ,  William  Ross,  and  Edgar  Shaffer,  formed  a  vocal  quartet  which  became 
quite  well  known  and  popular,  especially  for  church  group  activities. 

Details  of  the  families  of  these  12  children  follow,  insofar  as  they  have 
been  made  available  to  me. 


Margaret  G.  Leslie  Cooper 
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The  Family  of  Margaret  G.  Leslie  and  George  W.  Cooper 


Margaret  G.  Leslie,  eldest  of  the  four  children  of  William  E.  Leslie  and 
his  first  wife,  Elizabeth  Rose,  was  born  on  August  30,  1863,  As  Margaret  was 
only  eight  years  of  age  when  her  mother  died,  she  was  able  to  get  very  little 
formal  education.  As  she  had  learned  to  keep  house  for  her  father  and  younger 
brothers  and  sisters,  she  sometimes  was  employed  as  housekeeper  in  homes  of 
the  community  as  she  grew  older.  Early  in  life  she  united  with  the  Souders 
Baptist  Church,  near  Gallia,  Ohio.  Later,  she  transferred  her  membership  to 
the  Methodist  Church,  at  Thurman,  Ohio. 

Margaret  was  married  on  November  15,  1886,  at  the  home  of  her  father,  to 
George  W.  Cooper,  son  of  William  Cooper,  of  Waterloo,  Ohio,  one  of  several  chil¬ 
dren.  He,  too,  left  school  at  an  early  age  and  became  a  blacksmith.  After 
their  marriage  they  lived  at  Thurraan.Gallia  Co.,  0.,  and  operated  their  own 
grocery  store  for  more  than  30  years.  Mr.  Cooper  was  a  teacher  in  Sunday  School 
for  many  years.  They  had  five  children  of  their  own  and  also  cared  for  a  short 
time  for  a  grandchild  whose  mother  had  died  when  he  was  an  infant.  Margaret 
died  on  July  21,  1941,  at  Thurman;  and  her  husband  died  on  January  27, 1943, after 
being  struck  by  an  automobile  the  evening  before.  Both  are  buried  at  Thurman, 
Ohio.  Their  children: 

Leslie  Cooper  and  Bnma  Thompson 

Leslie  Cooper  was  born  October  25,  1887,  at  Waterloo,  Ohio  and  spent  his 
early  childhood  there.  His  school  days  were  spent  at  Thurman  and  Gallipolis, 
Ohio. 


Leslie  Cooper  became  very  skilled  in  his  chosen  occupation,  blacksmithing, 
and  was  called  into  the  armed  services  during  World  War  I  as  a  blacksmith.  He 
was  sent  to  France,  was  discharged  May  30,  1919,  and  returned  to  Thurman,  Ohio. 
On  August  4,  1923,  he  was  married  to  Emma  Thompson,  who  had  been  reared  at 
Wellston,  Ohio.  They  resided  at  Wellston  and  were  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business.  Leslie  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church;  his  wife  was  a  member 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  He  was  a  member  of  the  American  Legion,  the 
Masonic,  and  K.  of  P.  lodges.  After  his  wife's  death  on  May  29,  1925, Leslie 
returned  to  Thurman,  Ohio.  He  died  April  7,  1941.  Both  are  buried  at  Wellston. 

William  Cooper  son  of  Leslie  and  Emma  Cooper  was  born  March  28,1925 
and  was  married  on  May  19,  1946,  to  Jean  Lloyd.  They  live  in  Gallipolis,  Ohio. 

He  is  an  X-ray  technician  at  Holzer  Hospital.  William  and  Jean  are  the  parents 
of  a  son,  William  Keith  Cooper,  who  was  born  on  August  26,1955. 
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Lester  Loren  Cooper  and  Elizabeth  Callahan 


Lester  Loren  Cooper,  son  of  Margaret  G.  Leslie  and  George  W.  Cooper  was 
born  July  1,  1890  at  Gimes,  Ohio.  He  served  in  the  armed  forces  during  World 
War  I.  He  was  married  on  March  22,1922,  at  Gallipolis,  Ohio,  to  Elizabeth 
Callahan,  daughter  of  William  J.  Callahan  and  Eva  J.  Calhoon.  They  live  at 
Columbus,  Ohio.  Their  children: 

Bettie  Margaret  Cooper  was  born  April  19,  1923  at  Plain  City,  Ohio. 

She  was  married  to  Paul  H.  Fritz,  son  of  John  A.  Fritz  and  Edith  Satterfield 
of  Stout  Ohio.  They  were  married  on  March  22,  1947  at  West  Methodist  Church 
at  Columbus,  Ohio.  They  live  at  Columbus.  They  have  no  children. 

Mary  Lou  Cooper,  born  May  13,  1929  at  New  Carlisle,  Ohio.  She  was 
married  Oct.  31,  1954  at  Whitehall  Methodist  Church,  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  Kermit 
Junior  Sawyer,  son  of  Kermit  James  Sawyer  and  Margaret  Christine  Malone  of 
Columbus,  Ohio.  They  live  in  Columbus.  They  have  no  children. 

Nellie  Cooper  and  J.  Dewey  Sims 

Nellie  Cooper  the  older  daughter  of  Margaret  G.  Leslie  and  George  W. 

Cooper,  was  born  at  Thurman,  Ohio,  on July  22,  1897.  She  attended  grade  school 
at  Thurman,  high  school  at  Bio  Grande,  Ohio  and  in  1921  graduated  from  a  two- 
year  normal  course  at  Rio  Grande,  College.  Nellie  taught  grade  school  in 
Jackson  County,  Ohio,  and  in  Thurman, Ohio  from  1919  to  1923.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church  and  while  in  Thurman  taught  a  Sunday  School  class, 
and  was  secretary  of  the  Sunday  School.  She  is  now  a  member  of  the  Oak  Hill 
Methodist  Church. 

Nellie  was  married  to  J.  Dewey  Sims  of  Oak  Hill,  Ohio  on  July  18,1923 
at  the  Thurman  Methodist  parsonage.  Her  husband  is  manager  of  the  Gallia 
Produce  Co.  of  Oak  Hill,  Ohio  and  has  been  employed  there  for  twenty  nine 
years.  They  have  lived  at  Oak  Hill  during  most  of  their  wedded  life.  Her 
favorite  hobby  is  watching  TV.  They  have  two  children: 

Margaret  Sims  was  born  March  6,  1926  and  was  married  April  11,1948 
to  Harold  Schneider.  They  reside  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  She  is  a  secretary  at  the 
American  Educational  Press  of  that  city. 

Robert  Sims  was  born  April  9,1929.  He  spent  two  years  in  the  Army 
during  the  Korean  War,  and  was  stationed  at  Camp  Desert  Rock,  Nevada,  during 
the  1951  atomic  tests.  He  is  a  student  majoring  in  accounting  at  Ohio  University, 
Athens,  Ohio.  He  resides  at  Oak  Hill,  Ohio. 

Stella  Cooper  and  Paul  J.  Keves 

Stella  Cooper,  daughter  of  Margaret  G.  Leslie  and  G.  W.  Cooper  was  born 
at  Thurman,  Ohio,  on  March  27,  1904.  After  completing  High  School  at  Thurman 
and  two  years  at  the  Rio  Grande,  College,  Rio  Grande,  Ohio,  she  taught  two 
years  in  the  elementary  schools  of  Sandusky  ,  and  Royalton,  Ohio.  She  began 
nurse‘s  training  but  gave  it  up  because  of  ill  health. 
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On  Oct.  30,1926  Stella  Cooper  was  married  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  Paul  J. 

Keves.  of  that  city.  He  is  a  plumber-contractor.  They  had  three  children  all 
born  at  Columbus,  Ohio: 

Rosemary  Keves  was  born  Sept.  21,  1927.  She  is  a  typist,  is  unmarried 
and  lives  with  her  parents.  She  was  educated  through  high  school  at  Columbus 
and  had  1^  years  of  college  work  at  Olivet  Nazarene  College  at  Kankake*,  Illinois. 
She  is  active  in  church  and  Sunday  School  work  now  being  choir  director  and 
teacher  of  a  class  of  8%raders.  She  held  the  post  of  President  of  the  Young 
Peoples  group. 

Paul  J.  Keves.  Jr.,  born  July  22,  1929,  served  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  as 
a  pipe  fitter,  and  is  now  a  plumber  associated  in  business  with  his  father.  He 
was  married  on  Feb.  13,  1954  to  Jean  Arvitt.  daughter  of  Paul  E.  Arvitt  Sr.  and 
Ida  Bell  Herrell,  of  Norfolk,  Virginia.  He  plays  the  trumpet,  sings  in  the 
church  choir  and  teaches  a  Sunday  School  class  of  junior  boys. 

Donald  Keith  Keves  was  born  June  13,  1931.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Central 
High  School,  Coliumbus,  Ohio.  He  spent  four  years  in  the  Air  Force,  and  ranked  as 
Sergeant  when  his  service  was  ended.  He  was  married  Aug.  13,  1949  at  Greenup, Ky., 
to  Charlene  Ailshire.  daughter  of  Perry  Ailshire  and  Effie  Hughes  Ailshire,  of 
Solurabus.  Charlene  was  born  June  4,  1932. 

Donald  was  also  active  in  the  church  and  Sunday  School,  taught  a  primary 
class  of  boys  and  coached  a  junior  basket  ball  team.  He  played  the  violin. 

He  was  studying  at  Ohio  State  University  to  be  a  history  teacher  and  wanted 
to  coach  sports  at  some  school.  He  was  on  the  debating  team.  In  his  junior 
year  at  the  University,  and  while  employed  on  the  night  shift  at  a  filling  station, 
tie  was  held  up,  robbed  and  killed  with  a  shot  gun,  on  March  8,  1955.  He  was  very 
religious  and  had  hoped  to  someday  be  called  to  preach  or  become  a  missionary.  His 
slayer  has  not  yet  been  caught.  More  than  $10,000  was  raised  by  the  people  of 
Columbus  to  help  his  wife  and  babies.  He  is  buried  in  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery, Col um- 
dus,  Ohio.  Their  two  children  are:  Karen  Lee  Keves.  born  June  20,  1950  and  Thomas 
feslev  Keves.  born  March  24,  1955. 

The  Keyes  family  are  members  of  the  Shepard  Church  of  the  Nazarene  at  Colum- 
aus,  where  Stella  is  now  President  of  Missionary  work,  as  well  as  Church  Secretary 
and  Receptionist.  She  also  teaches  a  class  of  boys  and  girls  of  high  school  age. 
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The  Family  of  John  Ellsworth  Leslie  and  Rosa  Lee  Wright 

John  Ellsworth  Leslie  was  the  second  of  the  William  E.  Leslie  family  by 
his  first  wife,  Elizabeth  Rose.  He  was  born  August  5,  1865.  He  was  married 
to  Rosa  Lee  Wright  on  January  3,  1897.  They  were  married  in  Georgia  and  lived 
there  for  awhile.  However,  most  of  their  married  life  was  spent  in  Jackson 
County,  Ohio,  near  Oak  Hill.  John  Ellsworth  died  on  August  18,  1919.  His  wife 
had  died  a  number  of  years  before.  Both  are  buried  in  Gallia  County,  Ohio. 

After  his  wife's  death,  John  Ellsworth  Leslie  took  his  three  small  daughters 
to  be  cared  for  in  the  home  of  his  brother,  Charles  Robert  Leslie.  When  his 
youngest  was  seven  years  of  age  he  bought  a  small  farm  near  Oak  Hill,  Ohio,  and 
lived  there  until  his  death. 

There  were  four  children  born  to  John  Ellsworth  Leslie  and  Rosa  Lee  Wright. 
The  eldest  was  Walter  Gordon  Leslie  who  was  born  in  1899  and  died  in  1901.  He 
is  buried  in  Georgia.  The  second  child  was  Anna  Bell  Leslie  who  was  born  in 
Georgia  in  November  1901.  She  is  now  Mrs.  Wn.  Farnev  and  lives  near  Oak  Hill, 
Ohio.  She  has  no  children.  The  third  child  was  Nellie  Margaret  Leslie,  who  was 
born  in  Ohio  in  September  1903.  She  died  January  24,  1927,  at  Oak  Hill,  Ohio. 

She  did  not  marry.  The  fourth  and  youngest  child  was  Rosa  Lee  Leslie. 

Family  of  Rosa  Lee  Leslie  and  Warren  Everett  Hobble. 

Rosa  Lee  Leslie  was  born  at  Pyro,  Ohio,  on  October  31,  1905.  After  her  mothe: 
death  the  family  lived  with  her  Aunt  and  Uncle  until  Rosa  was  seven  years  old,  at 
which  time  their  father  bought  a  home  for  them  where  they  remained  until  his  deatl 
in  1919. 

Rosa  Lee  Leslie  was  only  13  years  of  age  when  her  father  died,  and  as  her 
two  older  sisters  were  employed  outside  their  home,  she  returned  to  live  with  her 
uncle  and  aunt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Robert  Leslie.  Later,  while  in  high  school 
she  took  a  position  as  companion  to  an  elderly  lady  and  her  invalid  daughter.  Sht 
attended  the  Oak  Hill  High  School. 

Rosa  Lee  was  married  to  Warren  Everett  Hobble,  on  July  30,1925.  He  was  born 
June  3,  1905  at  Ava,  Ohio.  His  parents  were  William  Harvey  Hobble  and  Effie 
Florence  Stevens  Hobble.  Warren  E.  was  attending  college  at  the  time, specializing 
in  history  and  physical  education.  They  were  married  at  Catlettsburg,  Kentucky. 

The  first  few  years  of  teaching  by  Mr.  Hobble  were  spent  in  the  country 
schools.  Then,  they  moved  to  New  Holland  where  Mr.  Hobble  was  physical  education 
instructor.  He  had  been  a  high  school  and  college  star  in  basketball  and  football 
and  liked  to  work  with  boys.  His  teams  were  winners  and  he  was  classed  as  one  of 
the  best  coaches  in  the  county.  Since  1942  he  has  been  superintendent  of  Perry 
Township  School,  Atlanta,  Ohio. 

Both  Rosa  Lee  and  her  husband  are  fond  of  children  and  have  been  very  active 
in  the  Methodist  Church  working  among  the  young  people.  Rosa  Lee  was  advisor  in 
4-H  Club  work  in  Atlanta,  Ohio  for  ten  years.  They  have  five  children,  four  boys 
and  one  girl: 

Warren  Everett  Hobble  Jr.  was  born  May  15,  1926  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio. 

He  graduated  from  Perry  Twp.  School,  Atlanta,  Ohio  in  May  1944. 
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He  was  a  star  basketball  player  and  a  good  student.  Warren  joined  the  Navy 
in  May,  1944.  He  was  CM  1/c.  His  basic  training  was  taken  at  Great  Lakes, Ill., 
and  he  was  also  at  Camp  Elliott,  Calif,  and  at  Okinawa.  He  was  awarded  the 
Battle  Star,  Bronze  Star,  and  Good  Conduct  Medal.  He  was  discharged  from  the 
Navy  in  June  1946.  He  worked  as  a  carpenter  for  several  years.  He  then  attended 
Wilmington  College,  where  he  majored  in  industrial  arts  and  physical  education. 

He  graduated  in  1953  with  a  degree. 

On  January  30,  1954  Warren  E.  Hobble,  Jr.  married  Norma  Jean  Maniford  Hurley. 
She  also  attended  Wilmington  College  in  the  field  of  domestic  arts.  She  has  one 
son  Gary  Hurley  by  a  former  marriage.  Warren  Jr.  and  Norma  Jean  have  a  son  born 
on  October  3,  1954.  He  is  named  William  Harvey  Hobble.  Warren  Jr.  is  coaching 
and  teaching  industrial  arts  at  Perry  Township  where  his  father  is  school  super¬ 
intendent.  They  reside  near  Clarksburg,  Ohio. 

Walter  Leslie  Hobble  was  born  June  29,  1927  at  Oak  Hill,  Ohio.  He 
graduated  from  Perry  Twp.  School,  Atlanta,  Ohio  in  May  1945.  He  also  was  a  star 
basketball  player  and  an  honor  student.  He  went  to  the  Army  in  August  1945  as 
a  private.  He  was  stationed  at  Camp  Atterbury,  Ind. ,  Camp  Robinson,  Ark.,  Camp 
Pickett,  Va. ,  Ancorage,  Alaska,  and  Seward,  Alaska.  He  was  discharged  in  April, 
1947. 


Walter  attended  Wilmington  College  and  majored  in  social  science  and  physical 
education.  He  graduated  in  June  1951.  He  also  played  basketball  in  college  and 
won  the  Carr  Brothers'  basketball  trophy.  He  broke  several  records  in  the  sport. 
He  has  been  teaching  for  four  years  and  has  almost  completed  work  for  a  masters 
degree. 

On  July  11,  1953,  Walter  married  Hester  Vreeland  Zeioer  of  New  Jersey.  Hester 
has  a  degree  in  elementary  education  and  is  teaching  the  second  grade.  They  have 
recently  bought  a  new  home  in  Washington, (i  H,  Ohio. 

Joseph  Lee  Hobble  was  born  February  22,  1929  at  Oak  Hill,  Ohio.  He 
graduated  from  Perry  Twp.  School,  Atlanta,  Ohio  in  May,  1947.  He,  also  was 
a  good  basketball  player.  Joe  decided  traveling  was  the  life  for  him  so  he 
joined  the  Merchant  Marines.  He  went  from  New  York  to  St.  Petersburg,  Florida 
for  his  training  and  sailed  from  New  York  and  Seattle  to  Germany  and  Japan. 

In  Glendale,  Oregon,  Joe  met  Ruth  Ann  McCal lister  and  married  her  on  April 
T,  1951.  Their  daughter  Linda  Jo  Hobble  was  born  October  18,  1952.  In  November 
1954  they  came  to  Ohio  and  are  living  in  Washington  C.  H.  Ohio. 

Jackie  Robert  Hobble  was  born  January  3,  1932  a£  New  Holland,  Ohio  and 
vas  the  first  baby  born  in  New  Holland  in  the  new  year.  All  who  knew  Jackie 
oved  him  and  he  returned  their  love.  When  he  was  eight  years  old  he  stepped 
>n  a  nail  and  tetanus  set  in.  He  died  June  22,  1940  and  was  buried  at  Oak  Hill 
Cemetery. 


Effie  Rose  Hobble  was  born  March  5,  1935  at  Midland,  Ohio.  She  was 
tamed  for  her  two  grandmothers.  Effie  Rose  was  an  honor  student  through  her 
welve  years  of  school  and  placed  in  the  upper  one  percent  of  the  state  in  her 
■ighth grade  test.  She  was  also  high  in  English  and  history  in  high  school, 
'hrough  these  honors  she  was  selected  by  the  Women's  Auxilliary  of  the  American 
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Legion  to  attend  Girls'  State  at  Capital  University,  Columbus,  Ohio.  She 
graduated  in  May  1953  and  was  valedictorian  of  her  class. 


Effie  Rose  has  been  very  active  in  4-H  club  work.  She  was  a  junior  leader 
for  several  years  and  assistant  advisor  for  five  years.  She  received  a  scholar¬ 
ship  offered  by  the  state  for  students  taking  up  elementary  education.  She  has 
attended  Miami  University,  Oxford,  Ohio  for  two  years  and  is  now  teaching  4th 
grade  at  Wayne  Twp  in  Montgomery  Co.  Ohio. 


The  Family  of  Charles  Robert  Leslie  and  Sarah  L.  Cambron 


Charles  Robert  Leslie  was  the  third  of  the  first  family  of  William  E. 
Leslie  .  He  was  born  in  Gallia  County,  Ohio,  on  April  4,  1867.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  Cave  Springs,  Georgia,  on  April  23,  1893,  to  Sarah  L.  Cambron  (or 
Cameron ).  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  White  Cambron,  of  Piedmont,  Alabama. 

They  met  when  Charles  was  working  in  the  coal  mines  of  Alabama  and  boarded 
at  the  home  of  Sarah's  parents.  She  was  only  16  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  their  marriage. 

Charles  Robert  and  Sarah  lived  in  Alabama  for  a  short  time  and  their 
second  and  third  child  were  born  there.  However,  they  returned  to  Ohio  to 
live  because  the  climate  of  the  south  was  detrimental  to  Charles*  health. 

They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children  of  their  own  and  were  devoted  foster 
parents  to  three  daughters  of  Charles*  brother,  John  Ellsworth,  who  were 
orphaned  of  their  mother  when  they  were  still  very  small.  They  lost  two  of  their 
little  girls  in  early  life  and  were  much  saddened  by  the  circumstance  of  their 
only  son's  illness  from  an  incurable  disease. 

Charles  was  a  democrat  but  had  strong  views  on  socialism,  according  to 
a  daughter;  he  read  and  studied  constantly  and  had  quite  a  collection  of  books 
on  the  Bible,  which  itself  was  his  constant  companion.  Charles  Robert  died  on 
December  24,  1937,  and  Sarah  died  on  May  11,  1948.  Both  reached  the  proverbial 
three  score  and  ten  and  both  are  buried  at  Oak  Hill,  Ohio.  The  story  of  their 
lives  is  touchingly  told  by  their  youngest  daughter  (set  page  51).  Some 
further  details  concerning  their  children  and  their  families  follow: 

Mary  Iona  Leslie  and  Wn.  Chenoweth. 

Mary  Iona  Leslie,  known  as  "Ina",  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  Charles 
Robert  Leslie  and  Sarah  L.  Cambron  Leslie.  She  was  born  on  February  28,1896, 
in  Gallia  County,  Ohio.  She  was  married  to  Wm.  Chenoweth,  of  Greenfield,  Ohio. 
Her  husband  is  deceased.  She  lives  in  Athens,  Ohio.  They  are  the  parents  of 
the  following  children: 

Harold  Chenoweth  never  married.  Helen  Chenoweth  married  Don  Sprinkle 
and  lives  at  Hillsboro,  Ohio.  Herman  Chenoweth.  Delmar  Chenoweth  never  mar¬ 
ried.  Paul  Chenoweth.  Vfa.  E.  Chenoweth.  Eugene  Chenoweth  is  in  the  United 
States  Air  Force. 

William  Robert  Leslie 


William  Robert  Leslie,  only  son  of  Charles  Robert  Leslie  and  Sarah  L. 
Cameron,  was  born  at  Piedmont,  Alabama,  on  January  28,1900  01  1901  and  died, 

Jan.  29,  1952. 

When  William  Robert  was  two  years  of  age  his  family  moved  to  Oak  Hill, 

Ohio,  where  he  later  attended  school.  In  his  Junior  year  at  Oak  Hill  High 
School  ill  health  caused  him  to  discontinue  study  in  the  class  room.  His  first 
illness  was  diagnosed  as  sleeping  sickness  and  although  he  never  fully  recovered 
from  it  he  lived  a  very  active  and  worthwhile  life  for  many  years.  In  school  he 
was  an  attentive  and  interested  pupil  and  excelled  in  Science.  Experiments  were 
continued  in  his  home  where  he  established  a  fine  laboratory.  He  had  a  wide 
reading  knowledge  of  the  world  about  him;  liked  athletics  and  was  a  member  of 
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the  first  football  team  in  his  school.  He  was  employed  by  the  Pyro'  Brick 
Company  for  a  number  of  years  and  was  a  good  workman.  He  operated  the  “Clam 
Shell"  at  the  plant  for  a  time.  He  was  in  failing  health  for  several  years 
and  the  last  years  were  spent  in  a  hospital.  Despite  his  sufferings  he  retained 
a  cheerful  attitude  toward  life  and  had  great  faith.  His  sunny  disposition  won 
him  many  friends.  He  died  on  Jan.  29,  1952  just  one  day  after  his  52nd  birthday. 
He  is  buried  at  Oak  Hill. 

Alma.  Ollie  K. .  Jennie  Mae.  Audra.  and  Marie  Leslie 
(Daughters  of  Charles  Robert  Leslie  and  Sarah  L.  Cambron) 

Alma  Leslie  was  born  December  26,  1904  at  Oak  Hill,  Ohio.  She  married 
Evart  Reese.  They  have  three  children.  They  live  at  or  near  Jackson,  Ohio. 
Although  Alma  has  been  wonderfully  helpful  in  putting  us  in  contact  with  other 
members  of  the  family  and  giving  information  concerning  her  parents  and  their 
family,  she  is  quite  chary  of  information  concerning  herself  and  the  sisters 
listed  above.  She  says  we  "are  just  housewives  and  mothers".  What  more  could 
be  said,  really? 

Ollie  K.  Leslie  was  born  in  Ohio  on  February  13,  1909,  and  was  killed  by 
a  railroad  train  on  September  24,  1910.  She  is  buried  in  Dry  Ridge  Cemetery, 
Gallia  County,  Ohio. 

Jennie  Mae  Leslie  was  born  April  30,  1912,  at  Black  Fork,  Ohio.  She  mar¬ 
ried  Oaklev  Addis.  They  have  four  children. 

Audra  Leslie  was  born  April  26,  1915,  at  Oak  Hill,  Ohio.  She  married 
Wendell  Turner.  He  works  for  a  newspaper  and  she  is  a  secretary.  They  are 
employed  in  Circleville,  Ohio. 

Marie  Leslie  was  born  at  Oak  Hill,  Ohio,  on  October  19,1919.  She  married 
Oscar  Fridenmaker  August  3,  1940.  They  have  three  children:  Darrell  Eugene 
Fridenmaker.  born  at  Wellston,  Ohio,  March  8,  1942;  Marvin  Oscar  Fridenmaker. 
born  at  Wellston,  July  7,  1944;  and  Linda  Marie  Fridenmaker.  born  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  March  25,  1946. 

Ada  Jane  Leslie,  youngest  of  the  nine  children  of  Charles  Robert  Leslie 
and  Sarah  L.  Cambron,  was  born  at  Oak  Hill,  Ohio,  on  Sept.  24,  1924.  She  was 
educated  through  High  School  at  Oak  Hill.  She  was  employed  for  awhile  in  the 
office  of  their  family  doctor.  In  1942  she  worked  at  a  Naval  munitions  plant 
and  later  as  inspector  for  the  Navy  Department  at  the  same  plant.  After  the 
war  she  was  employed  by  the  Army  at  the  Chill icothe  recruiting  station. 

On  October  27,  1946  Ada  Jane  Leslie  was  married  to  Delvin  Albert  Hicksen- 
hvtzer.  a  Navy  veteran  of  4  years  service.  He  is  of  German  descent  and  is  the 
son  of  Dewitt  Hicksenhytzer  and  Freda  Smith.  Delvin  was  recalled  to  duty  in 
Sept.  1950  because  of  the  Korean  War  and  was  stationed  at  Philadelphia  where 
he  was  joined  by  his  wife  in  Jan.  1951  when  she  was  transferred  to  the  Phila. 
Navy  Base  from  her  position  with  the  Vetrans  Bureau.  They  remained  in  Phila. 
until  his  discharge  in  March  1952.  After  a  year,  during  which  Ada  Jane  devoted 
herself  to  their  new  home  which  they  had  purchased  in  1949,  she  returned  to 
the  Vetrans  Bureau  at  Chill icothe  where  whe  is  now  employed  as  Claims  Examiner 
in  the  Registrar  Division. 
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They  have  no  children.  Her  husband  is  a  paper  maker  employed  by  the  Mead 
Corporation  in  Chillicothe,  Ohio.  They  are  Lutherans  and  attend  the  Calvary 
Lutheran  Church  which  Mr.  H's  grandparents  helped  establish,  build,  and  develop. 

See  story  on  her  parents  and  family  by  Ada  Jane,  page  52. 
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CHARLES  ROBERT  LESLIE  AND  SARAH  CAMBRON 


By  their  youngest  daughter,  Ada  Leslie  Hicksenhytzer 

Charles  Robert  Leslie  was  born  on  April  4,1867  in  Gallia  County, Ohio, 
the  son  of  William  E.  Leslie  and  Elizabeth  Rose  Leslie.  When  he  was  a 
very  small  boy,  his  mother  died,  leaving  three  other  children:  Margaret  (Meg.), 
John  and  Andrew  Thomas.  His  father  later  re-married,  and  Charlie  was  reared 
by  his  father  and  step-mother.  He  attended  grade  school  and  studied  the 
McGuffey  Readers  in  the  Gallia  County  Schools.  During  his  youth  and  young 
manhood  he  worked  on  his  father’s  farm,  helping  to  make  a  living  for  the 
steadily  increasing  Leslie  family. 

When  he  was  in  his  early  twenties,  Charles  Robert  decided  to  go  south 
to  find  work  and  see  some  of  the  country.  In  Piedmont,  Alabama,  he  sought 
accomodations  at  the  boarding  house  of  William  and  Mary  Cambron.  There  he 
met  Sarah  Louise  Cambron  (Sally),  the  daughter  of  the  Cambrons.  She  was 
quite  young  then,  not  nearly  the  age  to  have  beaus,  but  she  made  a  lasting 
impression.  He  found  that  employment  in  the  South  was  not  what  he  anticipated 
and  the  warm  climate  did  not  agree  with  him,  so  he  returned  to  Ohio. 

Charles  did  not  forget  Sally,  and  a  few  years  later  he  returned  to 
Piedmont  to  take  her  as  his  bride.  The  plans  for  the  elopment  were  care¬ 
fully  made.  They  did  not  correspond  often,  and  how  they  were  able  to  avoid 
any  "hitches"  remains  somewhat  of  a  mystery.  Sally  went  about  buying  new 
clothing,  and  engaged  a  dressmaker  to  make  her  wedding  dress,  and  made  all 
other  plans  without  the  knowledge  of  her  parents.  She  told  her  mother  and 
dad  she  was  going  to  spend  the  night  with  a  girl  friend.  During  her  entire 
life,  I  believe  this  was  her  one  regret  about  the  elopment  —  that  she  lied 
to  her  parents.  It  was  not  her  nature  to  deceive  or  lie  about  anything.  Her 
dad,  who  was  a  Civil  War  veteran,  was  a  kindly  gentleman,  deeply  devoted  to 
his  family.  Sally  was  his  favorite,  and  he  always  referred  to  her  as  his 
"Black-eyed  Sally". 

On  the  evening  of  April  23,  1893,  Sally  met  "Charlie",  as  he  was 
always  called  by  the  Cambron  family.  (He  was  always  called  'Bob'  in 
the  North  by  members  of  his  family  and  friends. )  Accompanied  by  another 
couple,  they  boarded  a  train  for  Caves  Springs,  Ga.  Sally  was  uneasy 
during  the  entire  tri{5,  afraid  that  her  dad  had  heard  about  the  elope¬ 
ment  and  had  followed  them.  To  allay  her  fears,  she  had  Charlie  go 
through  the  cars  and  check  to  see  if  her  dad  was  anywhere  on  the  train. 

They  arrived  at  Caves  Springs  without  any  interruptions  and  awakened 
a  sleepy  minister  at  2  a.m.  to  perform  the  ceremony.  As  they  could  not 
get  a  train  back  home  for  some  time  after  the  ceremony,  the  minister 
told  them  they  could  stay  in  his  living  room  until  morning.  The  living 
room  had  a  piano,  and  Sally  could  play,  so  they  spent  the  rest  of  the 
night  playing  and  singing  along  with  the  other  couple.  Sally  always 
wondered  how  the  minister's  family  were  able  to  sleep.  The  next  morning 
Charlie  went  to  a  hotel  and  ordered  breakfast  for  the  wedding  party.  When 
he  returned  to  the  minister's  home  his  hostess  and  the  two  female  guests 
were  busily  preparing  a  typical  southern  breakfast  of  biscuits,  ham,  and 
eggs.  The  hotel  breakfast  went  begging.  They  returned  to  Piedmont  later 
in  the  day  to  face  a  worried  and  irate  mother  and  father  and  lecturing 
older  married  sisters.  Forgiveness  came  before  long,  and  they  went  to 


51 


housekeeping  in  Anniston,  Ala. 

Sally  was  a  spirited  little  person.  She  weighed  only  90  lbs.  when 
she  was  married,  and  during  her  entire  life  never  weighed  over  120  lbs. 

She  had  snappy  black  eyes,  brown  hair,  and  a  very  smooth  and  soft  complexion. 
What  she  lacked  in  physical  stature,  she  made  up  in  "do-it-iv-ness".  While 
they  were  living  in  Anniston,  she  decided  she  would  like  to  move  across  the 
street  to  an  empty  house.  Charlie  was  more  easy  going  and  liked  to  give 
a  good  deal  of  thought  to  things  like  moving.  One  morning,  after  he  left 
for  work,  Sally  rented  the  house,  hired  a  couple  of  colored  men  to  help, 
and  when  Charlie  returned  from  work,  he  was  living  across  the  street. 

This  was  always  typical  of  her  nature.  When  she  wanted  anything  done  and 
couldn't  get  cooperation,  she  just  did  it  herself. 

Charlie  was  of  medium  height  and  build.  He  was  never  heavy.  When 
he  was  younger  he  had  reddish  hair  and  freckles.  As  he  got  older  and 
his  hair  turned  grey  and  later  white,  it  got  very  curly  in  front.  We 
always  hated  to  see  him  get  a  haircut  and  lose  his  "pompadour".  He  always 
stood  very  straight  with  his  head  high  and  his  chest  puffed  out.  He  loved 
to  read  and  always  had  a  ready  quote  to  fit  any  occasion.  A  favorite 
quote  was:  "A  soft  word  turneth  away  wrath,  but  a  grievous  word  stirs  up 
anger".  As  he  was  known  to  have  had  a  quick  temper,  expecially  in  his 
younger  days,  he  probably  applied  this  to  himself,  as  well  as  "counting 
to  ten",  to  get  the  control  he  had  as  he  grew  older. 

After  a  few  years  in  the  South  following  their  marriage,  Charlie 
found  that  the  warm  climate  still  did  not  agree  with  him  and  they  decided 
to  move  north.  When  they  arrived  at  Oak  Hill  in  the  winter,  Sally  was 
first  and  soundly  impressed  by  the  cold.  It  was  snowing  when  they  arrived, 
and  they  had  to  walk  about  a  mile  to  John  Leslie's  home.  Sally  was  not 
properly  dressed  for  the  northern  winters,  and  the  family  felt  that  her 
first  impression  was  a  lasting  one.  She  was  always  a  little  bit  cold  for 
a  good  many  winters.  Later  in  the  winter,  they  went  to  Charlie's  father's 
home  to  live.  Sally  was  very  unhappy  during  this  winter.  Everything  was 
so  different,  and  she  found  the  Leslie  family  to  be  very  reserved.  She 
was  used  to  the  warm  friendly  southern  hospitality  and  it  was  a  long  time 
before  she  became  used  to  the  more  reserved  northerners.  Another  thing 
that  she  felt  keenly  was  that  the  Civil  War  was  fought,  verbally,  over 
and  over  again.  Every  time  she  attended  a  community  affair,  the  War 
eventually  became  a  topic  of  conversation.  She  was  sensitive  about  this, 
as  her  father  had  fought  through  four  years  for  the  "Cause"  and  bore  the 
traces  of  battle  until  his  death.  She  was  always  very  strong  in  her  con¬ 
victions. 

With  the  coming  of  Spring,  Charlie  found  steady  employement  with  a 
farmer,  and  they  found  a  small  home  to  live  in.  The  first  child  Mary  Iona 
"Ina",  was  born  in  this  house.  Life  took  on  a  new  interest,  but  Sally  was 
homesick  and  wanted  her  folks  to  see  their  daughter.  They  therefore  returned 
to  the  South  to  live  and  settled  near  Piedmont,  Ala.  Several  years  later, 
William  Robert  Leslie,  their  only  son  was  born.  Maude  Elizabeth  arrived 
a  few  years  later.  She  lived  only  a  few  months  and  died  of  whooping  cough. 
She  is  buried  in  Piedmont,  Ala. 
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Charlie  was  never  satisfied  in  the  South.  He  liked  the  Cambron 
family  and  got  along  well  with  them.  He  also  liked  the  southern 
friendliness  and  life  in  general,  but  was  continually  ill  with  ab¬ 
dominal  trouble,  and  had  difficulty  in  finding  suitable  employment. 

He  felt  that  his  family  would  all  be  better  off  in  Ohio,  so  they 
decided  to  make  their  home  permanently  in  the  North.  They  were  both 
determined  to  make  a  go  of  life  this  time.  Sally  decided  she  would 
be  herself  and  speak  up  when  she  was  tempted.  Before,  she  had  kept 
within  herself  more.  This  time  it  worked  to  her  advantage.  She 
found  herself  likeing  the  North  and  the  people,  and  they,  in  turn, 
understood  her  better  and  returned  their  liking  and  love  to  her. 

They  settled  near  Samsonville,  a  small  community  south  of  Oak 
Hill.  Bill  and  Ina  attended  the  Samsonville  schools  and  began  making 
lifelong  friendships.  Alma  arrived  during  this  period  of  their  life 
and  things  were  going  very  smoothly.  A  tremendous  change  and  challenge 
was  very  near  at  hand  however.  John  Leslie's  wife,  who  was  also  from 
the  South,  was  expecting  her  third  child.  They  had  two  daughters,  Annie 
and  Nellie.  A  few  days  after  the  birth  of  Rosa,  John's  wife  died. 

Charlie  and  Sally  imnediately  took  the  three  motherless  children  along 
with  their  father,  into  their  home.  Alma,  Sally's  baby  was  wealed  and 
Sally  nursed  Rosa  and  reared  the  three  little  girls  as  her  own.  Sally 
became  ••Mom"  to  these  girls,  and  Charlie  became  their  "Uncle  Bob".  They 
have  often  remarked  about  this  period  of  their  life,  that  it  was  the 
happiest  and  busiest. 

With  six  little  children  and  three  adults  in  the  home,  many  adjust¬ 
ments  had  to  be  made.  As  the  girls  became  old  enough  to  attend  school, 
the  little  heads  that  had  to  be  braided  each  morning  increased  to  five. 
Sally  solved  this  problem  by  braiding  two  one  morning  and  three  the  next. 
There  were  lunches  to  pack  each  morning  for  six  children  and  two  adults. 

The  children  were  all  taught  to  share  and  to  help  each  other.  The  biggest 
job  of  sharing  was  done  by  Sally.  It  was  she  who  had  to  see  that  they  were 
all  treated  alike.  She  often  described  the  dividing  of  the  stick  of  candy 
which  was  put  in  each  pound  of  Arbuckle  Coffee,  among  six  little  children. 
This  she  did  each  week,  and  I  doubt  that  any  one  was  ever  cheated. 

In  1900  another  daughter,  Ollie  K.  arrived.  She  was  their  baby,  and 
the  prettiest  one  of  their  children.  This  was  the  memory  of  Sally  and 
Charlie  and  all  those  who  knew  her.  She  was  a  cheerful, happy  little 
toddler.  One  morning  after  she  had  her  breakfast,  principaly,  "jinkinau", 
her  word  for  milk,  Sally  sent  her  out  to  play  near  the  house  with  the 
other  children.  She  spied  Annie,  who  was  on  her  way  to  the  store.  Unknown 
to  anyone,  she  followed  her.  Around  a  bend  in  the  lane,  out  of  sight  of 
the  house,  was  a  railroad  track.  Intrigued  by  the  pretty  pebbles  inside 
the  tracks  she  was  busily  picking  them  up  and  putting  them  into  her  little 
apron.  She  didn't  see  the  train  in  time.  She  was  just  ready  to  step  off 
the  track  away  from  the  danger,  when  a  portion  of  the  side  of  the  engine 
struck  her.  Her  death  was  instant.  Sally  heard  the  shrill  blowing  of 
the  train  whistle  and  knew  that  something  was  wrong.  Her  first  thought 
was  for  Annie.  She  started  running  to  the  track,  and  as  she  came  in 
sight  of  it,  she  saw  the  engineer  with  her  baby  in  his  arms.  The  memory 
of  their  baby  was  always  with  them,  and  as  he  grew  older,  Charlie,  the 
sentimental  one  in  the  family,  talked  more  and  more  about  her. 
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Shortly  after  this  tragedy,  they  moved  away  to  Oak  Hill.  They 
entered  more  into  outside  activities.  Charlie  became  a  member  of  the 
Red  Men  Lodge.  They  attended  the  Baptist  Church  and  went  to  Nickelodeum 
movies,  and  enjoyed  other  diversions  from  home  life.  Jennie  Mae  was 
born  during  this  time.  When  she  was  about  two  years  old,  Sally  made 
her  last  trip  to  her  home  in  the  South.  She  stayed  about  a  month  and 
thoroughly  enjoyed  herself.  A  few  years  later,  Nov.  11,  1919,  her 
father  died.  She  never  expressed  much  of  a  desire  to  return  home  after 
the  death  of  her  father. 

During  all  this  time,  John's  daughters  were  growing  up.  When  Annie 
was  in  her  early  teens,  John  bought  a  home  and  took  his  three  daughters 
to  his  home.  Sally,  backed  by  Charlie,  was  opposed  to  this.  No  amount 
of  tears  or  pleading  made  any  difference.  She  finally  begged  him  to 
leave  Rosa,  who  was  still  very  young,  and  was  a  part  of  Sally  as  much 
as  her  own  children.  He  naturally  wanted  them  all  together  in  his  own 
home.  They  lived  near  enough  for  Sally  to  watch  over  them  and  help 
them  with  their  tenn-age  problems  and  answer  their  questions.  John 
lived  only  a  few  years  after  this,  and  the  children  were  returned  to 
Sally  and  Charlie. 

Bill  was  in  high  school,  and  Ina,  a  young  woman,  planning  her  mar¬ 
riage.  Sally  and  Charlie  had  saved  enough  to  buy  a  small  home  and  pay 
cash  for  it.  They  had  a  house, out  buildings,  and  nine  acres  of  ground 
enough  for  gardens,  chickens,  cows,  and  pigs.  There  they  lived  the 
rest  of  their  lives  together,  and  their  three  remaining  children, Audrey, 
Marie,  and  Ada,  were  born.  Ina  and  Alma  were  married,  and  Bill  got  a 
good  job  at  a  brick  plant  near  home.  He  was  a  very  popular  young  man. 

He  was  also  very  intelligent  and  spent  long  hours  at  night  studying 
chemistry  and  engineering.  Photography  was  his  hobby. 

Life  was  serene.  No  one  was  too  surprised  when  Audrey  was  born. 
Charlie  was  48  and  Sally  37.  When  Marie  was  born,  they  were  four  years 
older,  and  she  was  going  to  be  the  last.  Even  the  doctor  predicted  this 
when  he  suggested  naming  her  "Caboose”.  Five  years  later  when  Ada  was 
born,  everyone  was  downright  amazed.  The  doctor  didn’t  even  suggest  a 
name.  Charlie  was  58  and  Sally  very  near  47. 

Bill  continued  his  job,  and  his  interests  in  chemistry  and  engineer¬ 
ing  took  up  most  of  his  leisure  time.  Many  nights  he  worked  far  into 
the  night,  studying  and  performing  experiments.  He  would  then  go  to 
work  with  very  little  sleep.  He  was  young  and  felt  that  he  was  doing 
himself  no  harm.  He  was  wrong.  One  day  he  became  ill  at  work.  He 
came  home  and  went  to  bed.  Before  long  he  went  to  sleep,  but  it  was 
not  a  normal  sleep.  He  couldn't  be  awakened,  and  when  the  doctor  arrived, 
he  was  unable  to  make  a  diagnosis.  His  temperature  was  very  high.  By 
evening,  when  the  doctor  returned,  the  thermometer  showed  105  degrees. 

He  was  too  ill  to  be  moved  to  a  hospital.  The  doctor  diagnosed  his 
illness  as  sleeping  sickness.  He  slept  for  three  weeks,  and  the  doctor 
gave  little  hope  for  his  recovery.  He  lived, however, and  was  able  to 
up  and  about.  He  attempted  to  return  to  work  and  pick  up  the  threads 
of  his  life,  but  his  illness  had  taken  a  great  toll.  He  was  able  to 
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work  only  a  few  hours  at  a  time.  Eventually,  he  gave  up  trying  to 
work  and  lost  intrest  in  his  hobbies.  After  a  few  years,  it  was  noticed 
that  he  had  a  slight  tremor  in  his  hands.  This  increased  over  the  years 
and  spread  to  other  parts  of  his  body,  i  He  finally  had  to  be  content 
doing  small  chores  about  the  little  farm  and  spending  a  lot  of  time  in 
bed.  His  life  was  regulated  to  semi-invalidism.  This  was  a  great  blow 
to  Charlie  and  Sally,  especially  Charlie,  who  had  always  had  great  pride 
in  his  son  and  his  accomplishments.  Sally  devoted  much  of  the  rest  of 
her  life  to  the  care  of  her  son. 

Audrey  and  Jennie  Mae  were  married  in  the  thirties.  This  left  only 
Marie,  Ada,  and  Bill  at  home.  Charlie  had  reached  the  age  of  retirement, 
but  they  had  been  able  to  save  very  little  toward  this,  and  the  years 
ahead  were  very  difficult.  Charlie  had  developed  a  heart  condition.  He 
didn’t  like  to  take  it  easy,  bat  he  was  forced  to.  He  spent  a  lot  of 
time  reading,  especially  his  Bible.  He  was  always  proud  that  he  and 
Sally  had  reared  their  daughters  to  be  ladies,  and  that  the  married  girls 
were  happily  married.  It  was  a  great  joy  for  all  the  married  children 
to  come  home  for  holidays.  He  joked  about  all  the  activity  in  the  kitchen 
with  eight  girls,  their  mother,  and  assorted  children  and  husbands  bustling 
about.  He  remarked  that  he  would  bet  that  the  roof  of  the  kitchen  was 
heaving  from  all  the  hot  air  generated. 

Financially,  times  were  bad,  but  Sally,  always  handy  with  a  needle, 
did  dress-snaking,  made  quilts,  rugs,  and  other  needle  work,  which  she  sold 
and  thus  helped  the  budget  quite  a  bit.  Charlie  took  refuge  in  the  "smoke¬ 
house"  to  read  his  Bible  in  order  to  get  away  from  the  "rip"  of  the  rags 
being  torn  up  for  rugs. 

During  December  1937,  Charlie  asked  that  the  family  not  plan  for  a 
big  Christmas.  It  was  still  early  in  December,  and  since  it  was  taken 
for  granted  that  the  family  would  be  together,  as  always,  and  finances 
wouldn't  permit  a  lot  of  spending,  plans  were  still  in  the  offing.  About 
a  week  before  Christmas,  late  in  the  night,  Charlie  became  ill.  Sally 
was  up  with  him  most  of  the  night,  and  the  next  morning  he  was  no  better. 
The  abdominal  trouble  which  had  always  been  a  problem  for  him  had  returned. 
He  grew  steadily  worse,  and  his  heart  could  not  stand  the  ravages  of  this 
illness.  Sally  stayed  with  him  constantly  night  and  day.  On  Thursday 
she  lay  down  to  rest  a  bit.  She,  too,  was  very  ill.  On  Friday  morning, 
December  24,  1937,  Charlie  slipped  away.  Sally  regained  consciousness 
at  noon  and  was  told  what  had  happened  by  the  very  kind  and  wonderful  fami¬ 
ly  doctor.  Charlie  was  buried  on  December  26.  They  had  been  married  more 
than  43  years. 

Marie  graduated  from  high  school  a  few  months  later  and  got  a  job.  She 
worked  for  several  years  and  was  the  mainstay  of  the  family.  She  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  1940.  In  1941,  Sally  entered  a  hospital.  She  was  given  a  year  to 
live,  but  she  never  knew  this.  Her  will  to  live  and  her  desire  to  see  her 
son  Bill  taken  care  of  and  her  daughter,  Ada,  reared,  kept  her  alive  for 
seven  years  longer.  It  was  difficult  to  take  care  of  Bill  at  home.  He 
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needed  constant  attention  that  a  sick  woman  and  young  girl  were  unable 
to  give.  He  entered  a  hospital  in  1943,  and  Sally  broke  up  her  home  and 
decided  to  live  with  her  children.  She  enjoyed  a  little  more  independence 
financially.  She  also  took  interest  in  dressing  up,  wearing  jewelry,  ear 
rings  and  pins.  She  even  got  so  bold,  in  her  estimation,  to  wear  a  wee 
touch  of  rouge  and  clear  nail  polish.  She  spent  a  lot  of  time  mending 
and  listening  to  the  radio.  In  1946  her  last  daughter,  Ada,  was  married. 
In  1947,  Sally  seemed  to  be  very  tired  of  fighting  her  illness.  She  was 
too  tired,  physically,  to  go  on.  She  went  to  bed  in  the  summer  of  1947, 
and  after  nine  months  of  sickness  and  suffering,  she  passed  away.  Alma 
took  care  of  her  mother  during  this  illness.  Sally  spent  her  last  dayy 
surrounded  by  the  love  and  kindness  of  her  family.  She  was  buried  Hay 
14,  1948,  in  the  family  plot,  beside  Charlie. 


Florence  E. 

Leslie  Geibel; 
Roswell  R.  Geibel, 
her  son; 

Sharon  Irene  Geibel, 
his  daughter. 
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Florence  E.  Leslie  and  George  C.  Geibel 


Florence  E.  Leslie,  eldest  of  the  family  of  William  E.  Leslie  and 
his  second  wife  Henrietta  Wigner,  was  born  May  18,1873.  She  married  George 
C.  Geibel  of  Pennsylvania,  on  May  23,  1894.  He  is  deceased.  She  lives  in 
Irtonton,  Ohio.  Their  children: 

Roswell  R.  Geibel  was  born  June  4,  1902  and  married  June  1,  1941 
to  Irene  Berg.  They  have  one  child  Sharon  Irene  Geibel  who  was  born  June 
16, 1940.  Mr.  Geibel  is  chief  engineer  of  Wayne  Pump  Co.  at  Ironton,  Ohio. 

Emmett  Geibel  was  born  Dec.  3,  1908.  He  married  Avenelle  Harmon 
February  11,  1939.  He  is  employed  at  Norge  Range  Co.,  Effingham,  Ill.  as 
chief  engineer. 


Elneret  H.  Leslie 

Bneret  H.  Leslie  was  born  March  1,  1875.  He  never  married.  He  was  a 
Baptist  minister.  He  studied  at  Dennison  University  at  Granville, Ohio.  He 
had  a  fine  singing  voice  and  was  a  member  of  a  quartet  made  up  of  his  three 
brothers  —  Eugene,  William  R.  and  Edgar  S.-and  himself.  While  at  Little 
Rock  Arkansas,  where  he  was  teaching,  he  was  killed  when  thrown  from  a  horse- 
drawn  vehicle.  He  died  March  24,  1907  at  the  age  of  32. 

Euciene  H.  Leslie  and  Blanche  M.  Hale 

Eugene  H.  Leslie,  3rd  of  the  second  family  of  William  E.  Leslie,  was 
born  May  17,1877.  He  was  married  on  December  24,  190J  to  Blanche  M.  Hale, 
daughter  ofJohn  Hale  and  Anna  Large  Hale,  of  Gallia,  Ohio.  They  had  eight 
children  and  are  the  grandparents  of  They  live  at  Oak  Hill,  Ohio. 

After  a  very  busy  life  (see  "Our  Dad",  page  6i)  Eugene  is  "retired” 
and  raises  a  couple  of  acres  of  flowers  "just  to  be  doing  something".  He 
raises  them  for  others  to  put  on  the  market  as  cut  flowers,  (see  picture 
page  b2) .  They  have  to  be  gathered  every  day.  He  has  more  than  20,000 
bulbs  and  plants  (gladioli  and  others)  as  well  as  crysanthemums  and  other 
flowers. 

Luther  C.  Leslie  and  Cynthia  Garnet  Sargent 

Luther  C,  Leslie,  son  of  Eugene  H.  Leslie  and  Blanche  M.  Hale,  was  born 
at  Fairmont,  West  Virginia,  on  October  16,1902.  He  was  married  on  October  8, 
1924,  at  Greenup,  Kentucky,  to  Cynthia  Garnet  Sargent,  of  Oak  Hill,  Ohio, 
daughter  of  Charles  II.  Sargent  and  Sarah  Alice  Woods.  Hi s  wife  was  born  at 
Oak  Hill,  Ohio,  on  March  26,1909.  Their  children  were  born  at  Oak  Hill.  They 
now  live  at  Franklin,  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Leslie  is  employed  at  the  Anerican  Rolling 
Mills  Company  (Steel). 

Their  children  are: 

Blanche  Ruth  Leslie  was  born  September  19,  1925  and  was  married  at 
Middletown,  Ohio  first  to  Charles  Gray.  They  have  one  son,  Gregory  Gray,  born 
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September  3,  1948.  Her  second  husband  is  Anthony  Madafarri.  whom  she  mar¬ 
ried  at  Middletown  on  September  15,  1951.  They  have  one  son,  Stephen  Mada¬ 
farri.  born  December  20,  1953.  They  reside  at  Middletown  and  her  husband 
is  employed  at  ARMCo. 

Wanetta  Lavonne  Leslie  was  born  Oct.  14,1927  and  died  Nov.  7,1927. 

William  Eugene  Leslie  was  born  Dec.  9,1929  and  died  at  birth. 

Carl  Dudley  Leslie  was  born  Jan.  17,  1934  and  is  unmarried.  His 
occupation  is  with  ARMCO  Steel.  He  resides  with  his  parents  at  Frankl in, Ohio. 

Mariorie  G.  Leslie. 

Marjorie  G.  Leslie,  daughter  of  Eugene  Leslie  and  Blanche  Hale,  was  born 
December  23,  1904. 

Since  1925  Majorie  has  engaged  in  retail  merchandise  work  at  intermittent 
periods.  She  began  in  that  year  with  the  Shelby  Shoe  Co.  and  remained  with 

that  company  for  10  years  (until  1935).  During  the  war  (World  War  II)  she 

worked  as  a  riveter  for  the  Aeronca  Aircraft  Corporation,  and  also  for  the 

862nd  A.A.  F.  Depot  for  18  months  during  the  war  period.  She  has  been  em¬ 

ployed  at  the  G.  C.  Murphy  Co.  at  Middletown,  Ohio,  since  March  1953. 

Ottis  S.  Leslie  and  Sammie  Justice 

Ottis  S.  Leslie,  son  of  Eugene  Leslie  and  Blanche  Hale,  was  born  October 
28,  1907,  at  Gallia,  Ohio.  He  married  Sammie  Justice.of  Pike  County,  Kentucky, 
daughter  of  Strother  Justice,  and  Ruth  Stokey  of  Louisa,  Lawrence  County, Ken¬ 
tucky.  She  was  born  at  Louisa,  Ky.  on  May  6,1911.  They  were  married  at  Paints- 
ville  Johnson  County  Ky.  on  May  17,  .1947. 

Ottis  attended  school  at  Gallia,  Ohio,  where  his  family  lived  on  a  farm. 
After  moving  to  Oak  Hill,  Ohio,  he  worked  for  five  years  at  a  sewer  pipe  plant 
where  his  father  was  also  employed  at  that  time.  After  that  he  worked  at 
various  jobs  including  driving  trucks  for  bakeries  and  so  on. 

Ottis  entered  the  Army  on  December  15,  1942  and  had  his  basic  training 
at  Ft.  McClellan,  Alabama.  He  then  was  stationed  at  Camp  Stoneman,  California, 
and  afterwards  spent  9f£  months  in  Australia.  He  served  in  Sydney,  Brisbane, 
and  Townsville,  Australia,  with  808th  Obflnance.  He  became  ill  of  arthritis 
while  in  Townsville  and  after  spending  some  time  in  hospitals  there  he  was 
sent  to  Letterman  General  Hospital  in  California  and  then  discharged  from  the 
Winter  General  Hospital  in  Topeka,  Kansas  on  March  28,  1944. 

After  returning  home,  Ottis  was  employed  at  Wellston,  Ohio,  for  a  year, 
and  at  a  service  station  in  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  for  six  years.  He  removed  to 
Middletown,  Ohio,  in  January  1955,  and  is  now  working  at  Miamisburg  Machine 
Tool  Company.  He  attends  the  E. V.B.  Church,  belongs  to  the  D.A. V. ,  and  likes 
hunting, fishing,  and  baseball.  He  and  his  wife  now  reside  in  Middletown, Ohio. 
They  have  no  children. 
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Anna  M.  Leslie  and  Austin  Edwards 


Anna  M.  Leslie,  daughter  of  Eugene  Leslie  and  Blanche  M.  Hale  was  born 
November  23,  1910.  She  was  married  to  Austin  Edwards  of  Oak  Hill,  Ohio. 

Anna  died  Sept.  30,  1943  at  Middletown,  Ohio,  and  is  buried  there. 

Their  daughter,  Marcia  Ann  Edwards  was  born  January  3,  1937  at  Middle- 
town,  Ohio.  She  was  married  in  May  1952  to  Paul  McCreary.  They  are  members 
of  the  E.U.B.  church  in  Miamisburg,  Ohio.  They  have  a  son,  Michael  Eugene 
McCreary. 

Dorothy  H.  Leslie 

Dorothy  H.  Leslie  was  born  May  13,  1915.  She  first  married  _  Lewis. 

They  had  one  son,  Denver  Lewis,  who  was  born  November  20,  1935.  In  July  1955, 
Denver  began  work  on  WBNS  Network,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Dorothy's  second  marriage  was  to  Lamar  Kessinqer.  He  is  manager  of 
Stiffler  Clothing  Stores  at  Jackson,  Ohio. 

Wilma  Leslie  and  Wilmer  Hunter 

Wilma  Leslie,  daughter  of  Eugene  Leslie  and  Blanche  Hale,  was  born  at 
Pyro,  Jackson,  Ohio  on  June  1,  1917.  Her  childhood  was  spent  at  Gallia  and 
Oak  Hill,  Ohio.  When  in  her  Junior  year  at  High  School  she  left  school  and 
was  married  on  December  30,  1932  to  Wilmer  Hunter,  son  of  Edward  and  Katherine 
(Garvin)  Hunter,  of  Olive  Hill,  Ky.,  now  residing  in  Oak  Hill,  Ohio. 

Wilmer  Hunter  is  now  employed  at  AllMCo  Steel  at  Middletown,  Ohio,  where 
the  family  has  resided  since  1936.  They  have  three  daughters:  Karla  Jeanne 
Hunter  was  born  April  30,  1934  at  Oak  Hill,  Ohio.  She  will  be  a  segior  in 
Arts  and  Science  Course  at  Ohio  State  University  fall  of  1955.  She  is  a 
member  of  Delta  Gamma  Sorority.  Sharon  Lynn  Hunter  was  born  April  18,1941 
at  Middletown,  Ohio.  She  is  a  freshman  at  Rossevelt  Jr.  High.  Leslie  Denise 
Hunter  was  born  Jan.  20,  1954  at  Middletown,  Ohio.  At  16  months  she  is  "the 
center  of  attraction"  and  is  expected  to  continue  in  that  role  for  some  years 
to  come. 

Wilbur  E.  Leslie  and  Marian  Jo  Wheeler 

Wilbur  E.  Leslie  was  born  Sept.  29,  1919.  He  served  four  years  in  World 
War  II,  mostly  in  Alaska.  He  was  a  sergeant  when  he  left  the  service.  He 
married  Marian  Jo  Wheeler  of  Texas.  They  are  both  employed  at  ARMCO  Steel, 
he  as  a  machinist.  They  have  no  children.  They  live  at  Trenton,  Ohio. 

Mary  Ada  Leslie  and  Thos.  L.  Edwards 

Mary  Ada  Leslie  younoest  of  the  children  of  Eugene  H.  Leslie  and  Blanche 
M.  Hale  was  born  at  Gallia  Ohio  on  Feb.  21,  1922.  She  worked  as  a  secretary 
before  marriage.  She  was  married  at  Covington,  Ky.,  on  March  29,1946  to 
Thomas  L,  Edwards  of  Oak  Hill, Ohio.  He  was  born  June  1,1910,  at  Oak  Hill, 
and  was  the  son  of  Lewis  Ewards  and  Clara  _ .  He  had  high  school 
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and  business  college  instruction  and  is  now  working  as  a  machinist  at  Moraine 
Products,  General  Motors. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards  are  interested  in  church  and  community  activities. 
Her  hobbies  include  work  with  Brownies  and  bowling.  His  are  bowling  and 
golf.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Moose  Lodge.  They  have  one  daughter  Linda  Lou 
Edwards,  born  Sept.  19,1947  at  Dayton,  Ohio.  They  reside  in  Miamisburg.Ohio. 


Eugene  Leslie  and 
daughter  Marjorie 


OUR  DAD:  EUGENE  H.  LESLIE 


By  Ottis  S.  Leslie,  His  Son 

DAD  met  MOM  when  she  was  14  and  he  was  21.  He  told  his  mother  that  he 
had  met  the  girl  he  was  going  to  marry,  when  she  grew  up.  He  made  good  that 
promise  on  Christmas  Eve,  1901,  after  MOM  had  turned  18. 

MOM  was  known  as  the  belle  of  Gallia  County  because  she  was  so  pretty. 
Grandpa  always  made  her  wear  a  sunbonnet  when  she  went  outside  so  she  would 
not  mar  her  skin  by  sunburn. 

WE  always  tried  to  make  their  courtship  as  romantic  as  possible,  and 
teased  them  that  their  song  was  the  "Old  Gray  Mare",  because  Dad  rode  one 
when  he  went  a “courtin'  Mom. 

THEY  were  always  very  hardworking  people,  but  always  had  time  to  enjoy 
their  children.  Even  after  they  were  getting  too  old  to  romp  with  the  kids, 
we  were  always  entertained  by  stories  of  their  childhood.  And  how  much  fun 
it  was  to  gather  around  the  old  organ  and  sing  church  hymnsi 

Dad  could  always  work  rings  around  other  men.  When  he  and  Mom  were  first 
married  he  worked  in  the  West  Virginia  cOal  mines.  After  coming  to  Ohio  he 
worked  as  a  kiln  fireman  first  at  a  little  place  called  Sipo  —  at  the  same 

time  he  and  Mom  ran  the  company  boarding  house  -  then  after  moving  to  Oak 

Hill  he  did  the  same  work  at  the  Good  Hope  brick  plant,  later  changed  to 
Hitchcock 

All  this  never  kept  him  from  farming.  Our  cellar  was  always  filled 
with  good  things  to  eat  that  he  had  raised,  and  Mom  had  canned.  We  can  still 
see  how  pretty  the  jars  looked  lined  on  the  cellar  shelves,  and  the  rows  of 
jellies  and  jams  made  from  blackberries  that  were  picked  by  Dad,  mostly.  All 
this,  together  with  the  big  fresh  loaves  of  bread  Mom  baked,  could  make  all 
of  us  wish  we  were  children  again. 

Dad  could  do  most  anything  connected  with  manual  labor.  He  did  most  all 
of  the  cement  finishing  on  the  Jackson  Lake,  the  well-known  fishing  resort. 

And  even  on  the  W.P.A.  no  one  ever  called  him  a  shovel  leaner.  In  1942  Dad 
and  Mom  moved  to  Wellston  where  Dad  got  a  job  as  night  watchman  and  boiler 
tender  at  the  Hercules  Transfer  Factory. 

After  the  death  of  our  sister  Anne  in  1940,  and  at  the  age  of  71,  Dad 
decided  to  retire  and  draw  his  Social  Security.  So  he  and  Mom  moved  back 
to  Oak  Hill  and  bought  a  little  white  frame  house.  So  Dad  retired.  Retired? 

If  you  could  see  the  fields  of  flowers  he  grows  for  the  other  people,  the 
yards  he  mows  and  keeps  trimmed,  his  own  little  garden  out  back;  He  will 
never  retire.  At  the  age  of  70,  he  is  healthier  than  some  of  his  own  chil¬ 
dren.  Outside  of  a  slight  case  of  smallpox  at  45,  a  broken  leg  at  56,  and 
later  having  an  arm  crushed  in  a  fan  belt,  his  doctor  bills  have  been  practical- 
ly-nil  until  the  past  few  years. 

After  a  hard  days  work,  give  Dad  a  good  wrestling  match  on  TV,  a  cross¬ 
word  puzzle,  or  his  Bible,  or  sit  down  and  try  to  beat  him  at  a  game  of 


checkers  or  canasta,  and  he  is  entertained. 

THAT'S  OUR  DAD!  CHANGE  HIM?  NEVER!  Unless  we  could  take  a  few  years 
off  his  78  so  we  could  be  sure  of  enjoying  him  a  little  longer.  AREN’T  HE 
LUCKY? 


Eugene  Leslie  among  his  flowers. 
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Donna  Leslie  and  William  Boggs 


Donna  Leslie  was  born  May  8,  1884  at  Gallia,  Ohio,  She  was  the  6th 
of  the  second  family  of  William  E.  Leslie.  She  was  married  October  8,1905 
to  William  Boqcp  of  Gallipolis,  Ohio.  He  was  the  son  of  James  A.  Boggs  and 
Matilda  _  Boggs. 

They  had  six  children.  One  son  is  now  deceased: 

Herbert  E.  Boggs  was  born  Oct.  9,  1906.  He  married  Agnes  Manetti. 

He  died  January  16,  1952. 

Muriel  Boggs  married  Bennett  and  lives  in  Columbus, Ohio. 

Elmer  H.  Boggs  lives  at  Bidwell,  Ohio.  Louise  Boggs  married  _ Henson 

and  lives  at  Toledo,  Ohio.  William  L.  Boggs  lives  at  Lansing,  Michigan. 

Kathrvn  Boggs  married  Duncan  and  lives  at  Pt.  Pleasant,  West  Vir¬ 

ginia. 

Martha  Lou  Leslie  and  Alex  J.  Patterson 

Martha  Lou  Leslie  was  born  Aug.  14,  1886  and  was  married  first  to  A1 ex 
J.  Patterson.  After  his  death  she  married  Ita.  Schurman  who  is  also  deceased. 

Mrs.  Schurman  now  resides  in  Flint,  Mich,  with  her  daughter.  Miss  Jean  L. 
Patterson.  Jean  was  a  WAVE  in  the  World  War  II,  stationed  in  Washington, 

D.  C.  where  she  worked  in  the  Bureau  of  Ships. 

Edgar  Shaffer  Leslie  and  Glida  Mae  Sarrett 

Edgar  Shaffer  Leslie,  youngest  of  the  8  children  of  William  E.  Leslie 
and  his  second  wife,  Henrietta  Wigner,  was  born  at  Gallia,  Ohio,  on  January 
30,  1890.  He  was  musical  and  possessed  a  fine  baritone  voice.  He  studied 
voice  and  languages  (Italian  and  French)  under  several  fine  instructors. 

With  his  brothers,  William  R»ss,  Elneret  and  Eugene,  he  made  up  what  became 
famous  as  the  Leslie  Quartet. 

As  a  young  man  in  Beckley,  W.  Va.  he  was  active  in  the  musical  and  other 
activities  of  the  local  churches.  It  was  while  organizing  the  B. Y. P. U.  in 
the  First  Baptist  Church  there  that  he  met  his  future  bride.  The  marriage 
with  Glida  Mae  Sarrett  took  place  on  Feb.  3,  1924  at  Beckley.  His  wife  was 
the  daughter  of  John  Calvin  Sarrett  and  Rosa  Worley.  Her  great  great  grandfather 
father  was  the  Duke  of  Sarette  who  came  to  America  with  Lafayette  and  fought 
through  the  American  Revolution.  Upon  his  return  to  France  he  found  his 
own  country  beginning  a  Revolution.  He  escaped  with  his  young  son,  John, 
and  returned  to  America  and  settled  in  Virginia.  The  son,  John,  migrated 
to  W.  Virginia  where  Glida's  father  was  born.  Glida's  maternal  grandparents 
were  Nathanial  Worley  and  Sophia  Jane  Wheeler.  They  too,  came  from  Virginia 
to  West  Virginia.  Glida  was  born  at  Beckley  on  March  19,  1905. 

In  Zanesville,  Ohio,  where  the  family  resided,  Shaffer  directed  the 
First  Methodist  Choir  and  had  two  radio  programs  each  week.  He  was  in  much 
demand  for  church  and  community  activities.  During  World  War  I  he  was 
stationed  in  France  and  helped  entertain  the  troops.  He  was  fond  of  hunting 
and  fishing  and  played  golf  and  tennis.  For  many  years  he  was  a  salesman 
for  Belknap  Hardware  and  Manufacturing  Co.  of  Louisville,  Ky.  He  died  on 
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the  20th  of  January  ,1939,  and  is  buried  at  Beckley,  W.  Va.  His  widow  and 
daughter,  an  only  child,  are  living  in  St.  Petersburg,  Florida. 


Lois  Marie  Leslie,  daughter  of  Edgar  Shaffer  Leslie  and  Glida  Mae  Sarrett, 
was  born  at  Zanesville,  Ohio,  on  June  28,  1931.  She  was  married  at  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  Fa.,  on  March  11,  1951  to  William  Larry  Herring,  son  of  Caulie  W.  Herring 
and  Wilkie  Thelma  Bearrow.  He  was  born  at  St.  Petersburg  on  July  13,1932. 

They  have  one  child,  Wn.  Larry  Herring.  Jr.  born  Jan.  23,  1954,  at  St.  Peters¬ 
burg. 
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Robert  and  Julia  Justice  Leslie  Family  Group.  Back  row:  Jennie 
Neal,  Franklin  Leslie  and  wife  Susan  Ross  Leslie,  and  Ida  Holbrook. 
Front  Row:  Robert,  nephew  Zattu  Vinson  Leslie,  and  Julia  Justice 
Leslie. 


Ida  Holbrook,  center,  and 
nieces  Ida  and  Cora  (nee  Leslie) 


Dr.  Frank  Leslie  and  his  family;  Left 
to  right — Cora,  Ida,  Russell,  Baby 
Ethel,  Dr.  Leslie,  and  Mrs.  Leslie. 


Jennie  Leslie  Neal  and 
husband,  Joseph  Thos. 
Neal. 


The  grandchildren  of 
Robert  and  Julia 
Leslie.  Back  row: 
Leslie  Neal,  Ida 
Leslie,  Effie  Neal, 
Cora  Leslie.  Front 
row:  David  Neal, 
Beecher  Neal,  Lillian 
Holbrook,  Russell 
Leslie. 


ROBERT  LESLIE 


(Fourth  Generation  -  John  Line  -  Son  of  William) 

Robert  Leslie.  6th  of  the  children  of  William  Lesley  and  Nancy  Hale, 
was  born  at  Bolts  Fork,  Kentucky,  on  June  21,  1837.1  He  died  December  31, 

1917,  and  is  buried  in  the  Leslie  Cemetery  at  Bolts  Fork.  He  was  a  corporal 
in  Company  G. ,  5th  West  Virginia  Infantry  in  the  War  Between  the  States. 

His  wife  was  Julia  Justice.  They  had  three  children:  Ida  May.  James  Franklin. 
and  Jennie  Justice  Leslie. 

Robert's  younger  brother,  James,  was  married  to  his  wife's  sister  Nancy 
Justice.  This  couple  had  died  while  their  children  were  quite  young,  and 
Robert  and  Nancy  took  upon  themselves  a  certain  responsibility  with  this 
family  which  consisted  of  nine  children.  They  raised  the  baby,  Zattu  Vinson 
Leslie,  as  their  own. 

Julia  Leslie  died  in  the  Fall  of  1897,  and  in  the  Spring  of  1901,  Robert 
Leslie,  together  with  his  daughter,  Ida,  went  to  the  state  of  Washington, 
where  Ida  was  to  be  married  to  John  Holbrook,  formerly  of  Ashland,  Ky. 

Robert  and  his  daughter  were  the  first  of  this  branch  of  the  Leslie 
family  to  settle  West  of  the  Rockies.  They  journeyed  by  rail  to  Wenatchee, 
where  they  were  met  by  John  Holbrook.  Ida  and  John  were  married  there,  and 
the  three  went  by  steamer  up  the  Colianbia  River  to  Bray's  Landing.  Thence 
they  went  on  to  John's  homestead  near  Waterville,  Washington,  where  they 
lived  until  1908.  They  then  moved  to  Creston,  Washington. 

Robert  Leslie  made  his  home  with  the  Holbrook's  but  died  in  Kentucky 
while  visiting  relatives.  He  was  always  very  close  to  his  children  and 
grandchildren,  and  visited  them  from  time  to  time  at  Waterville  and  Medicine 
Hat,  Alberta,  Canada. 


Ida  May  Leslie  and  John  Holbrook  Family 

Ida  May  Leslie  and  John  Holbrook  were  married  on  April  18,  1901,  at 
Wenatchee,  Washington.  They  lived  at  "The  Breaks",  near  Waterville,  Washing¬ 
ton,  so-called  because  this  was  the  place  where  the  rolling  wheat  fields 
broke  off  into  rocky  cliffs  hundreds  of  feet  in  each  break.  Through  these 
breaks  flowed  the  mighty  Columbia  River.  It  was  here  that  their  only  child, 
Lillian,  was  born,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seven.  In  their  later  life  they 
moved  to  Creston,  Washington,  a  small  town  to  the  west  of  Spokane. 

Ida  was  an  extraordinarily  good  cook  and  an  excellent  housekeeper.  She 
"could  spell  anything."  She  served  on  the  school  board  at  Creston.  John 
specialized  in  raising  watermelons,  and  was  the  only  person  in  that  part  of 
the  country  engaged  in  that  business.  They  were  known  and  loved  by  many 
for  their  wonderful  hospitality.  Ida  died  at  Creston  in  November  1934  after 
an  illness  of  a  few  years  and  is  buried  there.  John  returned  to  his  native 
Kentucky  to  spend  his  remaining  years.  He  remarried  and  died  near  Ashland 
a  few  years  later. 

1  Date  apparently  incorrect,  although  it  appears  on  his  tombstone  thus. 

Census  and  Service  records  indicate  Robert  Leslie  was  born  about  1,041.,.; 
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Family  of  James  Franklin  Leslie  and  Susan  Ross 


James  Franklin  Leslie,  only  son  of  Robert  Leslie  and  Julia  Justice, 

;as  born  near  Ashland,  Ky.,  on  March  13,  1871.  He  died  on  November  23,1913, 
n  Waterville,  Washington,  and  is  buried  there. 

James  Franklin  Leslie  grew  up  in  Kentucky.  He  farmed  and  taught  school 
.0  earn  his  expenses  at  medical  school.  He  graduated  in  1900  from  the  Electic 
ledical  College,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  first  three  years  of  medical  practice 
i/as  in  his  home  community  where  he  served  one  te/m  as  county  physician. 

James  Franklin  Leslie  was  married  on  Nov.  30,1893,  at  Ironton,  Ohio  to 
iusan  E.  Ross.  To  them  were  born  four  children:  Ida.  Cora.  Russell .  and 
;thel  Leslie.  In  1903  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Waterville,  Douglas  Coun¬ 
ty,  Washington.  During  the  first  two  years  of  his  residence  in  Washington  he 
vas  associated  with  the  pioneer  physician.  Dr.  George  Hollingshead,  and  later 
:ook  over  his  office. 

Dr.  Leslie  became  the  leading  physician  of  Waterville.  He  held  the 
office  of  coroner  and  the  combined  office  of  county  health  officer  and  physician, 
le  was  noted  for  his  single-hearted  devotion  to  his  work,  and  kept  abreast  of 
Jevelopments  in  his  profession  by  constant  study  and  reading.  In  1912  he  took 
3  post  graduate  course  in  New  York.  His  offices  were  in  a  completely  modern 
auilding  equipped  with  all  modern  appliances  used  in  his  profession. 

Dr.  Leslie  was  active  in  civic  affairs  and  was  county  chairman  of  the 
Democratic  party  for  several  years.  He  was  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  belonged 
to  the  Badger  Mountain  Lodge  No.  57,  as  well  as  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  M.W.A. , 
loyal  Neighbors,  and  Knights  of  Pythias. 

On  November  23,  1913,  Dr.  Leslie  was  killed  by  his  car  overturning  on  a 
nountain  road  as  he  was  answering  the  call  of  a  patient.  The  funeral  from 
the  home  was  in  charge  of  the  Masons;  the  sermon  was  preached  by  Dr.  Course 
>f  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  Leslie's  daughter  remembers  her  father  as  "a  very  handsome  man,  not 
very  tall,  with  curly  black  hair  and  very  blue  eyes.  He  liked  to  dress  well 
and  it  was  said  that  while  attending  school  he  would  not  step  out  into  the 
street  until  his  gloves  were  buttoned.  When  we  were  children  we  admired  him 
very  much  when  he  wore  his  ’Prince  Albert'  and  patent  pumps  to  a  Masonic  or 
an  Eastern  Star  dance.  I  also  remember  when  he  would  come  from  a  winter  call 
vith  his  bearskin  coat  and  cap  and  gloves  covered  with  frost.  One  winter  was 
so  severe  that  he  grew  a  beard  to  keep  his  face  from  freezing.  He  also  had 
a  fur  robe  and  foot  warmer  that  had  hot  charcoal  bricks  in  it. 

We  had  one  of  the  first  'gas'  buggies  in  Douglas  County  —  an  EMF,  I 
think.  He  gave  many  a  person  his  first  car  ride.  You  have  no  doubt  heard 
a  lot  about  the  'Grand  Coulee  Dam'.  In  1911-12  the  Democrats  in  Waterville, 
louglas  County,  were  planning  that  dam.  I  remember  listening  to  the  men 
talk  about  the  engineer's  report  and  how  the  dam  would  make  it  possible  to 
aring  water  to  the  Quincy  Flats.  Had  he  lived  he  would  have  had  a  real  part 
in  that  project. 
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I  remember  the  day  the  picture  which  was  sent  you  was  taken.  Dad  had 
cut  his  wrist  quite  badiy  while  pruning  a  young  tree  in  the  back  yard.  I 
lost  one  of  my  good  blue  hair  bows  so  both  braids  were  tied  with  one  ribbon — 
that's  why  one  doesn't  hang  straight.  I  got  the  Dickens!" 

Family  of  Ida  Leslie  and  Albert  J.  E.  Fillbrandt 

Ida  Leslie,  eldest  of  Dr.  Leslie's  four  children,  was  born  at  Garner, 
Kentucky,  on  December  5,  1894,  but  was  educated  at  Waterville,  Washington. 

She  was  married  on  May  26,  1915,  at  Waterville,  to  Albert  J.  E.  Fillbrandt. 
who  was  born  in  Germany  and  educated  at  St.  Joseph,  Michigan.  He  was  employed 
with  the  U.  S.  Land  Office  and  was  a  member  of  Masonic  Blue  Lodge  at  Water¬ 
ville.  He  died  of  influenza  on  January  4,  1919.  Ida  was  a  member  of  the 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  P. E.C.  Chapter  of  Waterville. 

The  Fillbrandts  had  two  sons:  Albert  Franklin  Fillbrandt  was  born 
March  20,  1916,  and  died  at  8  months  of  age.  Leslie  Ross  Fillbrandt  was  born 
September  24,  1917.  Leslie  served  in  the  Armed  Forces  through  W.  W.  II,  and 
was  stationed  at  Sitka,  Alaska.  He  is  married  and  lives  in  Seattle,  Washing¬ 
ton.  Ida  Fillbrandt  also  lives  in  Seattle  and  her  mother  makes  her  home  with 
her. 

Family  of  Cora  Leslie  and  Raymond  Oiling 

Cora  Leslie,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Franklin  Leslie  and  Susan  E.  Ross,  was 
born  at  Rush,  Kentucky,  on  May  20,  1890.  She  went  to  school  in  Waterville  and 
attended  the  University  of  Washington,  as  well  as  the  Bellingham  (Washington) 
State  Normal.  She  taught  school  for  a  year  and  was  married  at  Wenatchee, 
Washington,  on  May  26,  to  Raymond  Oiling,  son  of  Paul  C.  Clling. 

Mr.  Clling  is  a  painting  and  decorating  contractor.  Cora  helps  in  the 
delicatessen  and  fountain  operated  by  her  daughter  and  son-in-1  aw.  She  is 
also  active  in  the  Business  £•  Profess ionaLWomen's  Club  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Order  of  Eastern  Star  and  Rebeccas.  The  family  resides  in  Snohomish, 
Washington,  which  is  described  as  a  very  interesting  place  and  one  of  the 
oldest  toivns  in  Western  Washington. 

Raymond  Ross  Oiling  was  born  January  16,  1923  and  died  Dec.  31,1925. 

Susan  E.  Oiling  was  born  February  22,  1921.  She  was  educated  at 
Bellingham  High  School  and  Western  Washington  College  of  Education.  She  has 
a  B.A.  degree  in  Education  and  taught  several  years.  She  was  married  on  June 
5,  1947  to  Mahlon  Moothart.  They  have  one  son  Peter  Mali  Ion  who  was  born  Oct. 

29,  1951.  They  live  in  Snohomish,  Washington,  where  they  operate  a  delicatesser 
and  fountain. 

Margaret  Andrew  Oiling  was  born  Oct.  15,  1926.  She  attended  Belling¬ 
ham  public  schools  and  during  World  War  II  trained  in  the  Virginia  Mason  School 
of  Nursing.  She  has  been  practicing  her  profession  since  1947.  On  September 
4,1949,  Margaret  married  Robert  S.  Peake  of  Bellingham.  Mr.  Peake  is  Ships 
Officer  in  the  Merchant  Marine  and  how  has  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  J.G.  in  the 
Naval  Reserve.  They  have  no  children. 


67 


David  Sidney  Oiling,  son  of  Cora  Leslie  Oiling  and  Raymond  Oiling, 
was  born  on  August  25,  1934,  at  Bellingham,  Washington.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Bellingham  and  Snohomish,  Washington,  graduating  from  the  high 
school  at  the  latter  place.  He  also  studied  two  years  at  the  Dniversity  of 
Washington.  He  graduated  from  the  Everette  Jr.  College  in  1954  and  returned 
for  another  year  in  the  University  of  Washington  School  of  Engineering.  He 
is  a  sergeant  in  the  Washington  National  Guards. 

Family  of  Lee  Russell  Leslie  and  Cress  Savage 

Lee  Russell  Leslie,  son  of  Dr.  James  Franklin  Leslie  and  Susan  E.  Ross, 
was  born  at  Princess,  Kentucky,  on  May  17,  1902.  He  was  only  an  infant  when 
the  family  removed  to  Waterville,  Washington.  He  married  January  30,  1925 
to  Cress  Savage,  daughter  of  H.  S.  Savage  and  Georgie  Austin  of  Wenatchee, 
Washington.  He  is  a  carpenter  and  has  a  home  at  San  Diego,  California.  At 
present  he  is  working  on  a  construction  project  in  Whittier,  Alaska.  Their 
two  children  are  Russel  Blair  Leslie  and  Jacqueline  Lee  Leslie. 

Russell  Blair  Leslie  was  born  at  Wenatchee,  Washington,  on  October 
6,  1927.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Washington  and  San  Diego  California, 
and  graduated  from  San  Diego  State  College  in  June  1951.  He  is  a  member  of 
Tau  Kappa  Epsilon  Fraternity.  He  was  in  the  United  States  Army  from  September 
1946  until  January  1948,  in  the  Army  of  Occupation,  Frankfurt,  Germany. 

Russell  Blair  Leslie  is  a  Sales  Representative  for  Liggett  &  Meyers 
Tobacco  Co.  in  San  Diego.  He  was  married  on  July  10,  1954,  at  San  Diego  to 
Thelma  Fintzelbero.  daughter  of  Theodore  and  Helen  Fintzelberg,  of  that  city. 

His  wife  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  California  and  a  Delta  Gamma 
member.  They  reside  at  Point  Loma,  California. 

Jacqueline  Lee  Leslie  was  born  at  Olympia,  Washington,  on  Dec.  3, 

1929.  She  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Wenatchee  and  Grand  Coulee 
Washington,  and  San  Diego,  California.  She  was  graduated  from  San  Diego 
High  School  in  1948,  and  was  married  on  July  2,  1949,  to  Raymond  Sheahan. 
son  of  R.  D.  Sheahan  of  Chicago,  Illinois.  They  reside  at  San  Diego. 

Family  of  Ethel  Leslie  and  James  M.  Adams 

Ethel  Leslie,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Franklin  Leslie  and  Susan  E.  Ross, 
was  born  at  Waterville,  Washington  on  August  29,  1906.  Soon  after  leaving 
school  she  was  married  to  James  M.  Adams.  To  them  were  born  two  sons,  Frances 
Eugene  (Frank),  and  James  Monroe  Adams.  Ethel  Leslie  (Adams)  is  presently 
married  to  Ralph  Moothart.  who  is  employed  by  the  Safeway  Stores  in  Spokane. 

Frances  Eugene  (Frank)  Adams  was  born  June  29,  1923.  He  joined  the 
Air  Corps  as  a  navigator  in  World  War  II  and  served  until  July  1947.  He  was 
recalled  to  duty  during  the  Korean  conflict.  At  present  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Air  National  Guard  holding  the  rank  of  Major.  He  was  married  in  December 
1946  to  Neshma  Hassen  of  Memphis,  Tennessee.  They  have  two  sons,  Michael  Adams, 
aged  eight,  and  Mark  Adams,  aged  5  years.  Frank  is  also  employed  by  Safeway 
in  Spokane. 

James  Monroe  Adams  was  born  Dec.  14,  1925.  He  served  with  the 
Infantry  during  World  War  II  and  until  1946,  when  he  was  separated  from 
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the  Service  and  returned  to  Spokane,  He  was  married  in  June  1948  to  Peggy 
Appel. of  Tanashet,  Washington.  They  have  no  children.  James  Adams  is 
now  employed  by  Virgil  A.  Warren  Advertising  Agency,  Spokane. 

Family  of  Jennie  Leslie  and  Joseph  Thomas  Neal 

Jennie  Leslie. youngest  of  the  three  Robert  Leslie  and  Julia  Justice 
children,  was  born  at  Ironton,  Ohio,  on  June  20,  1873.  She  was  married  to 
Joseph  Thomas  Neal  in  January  1895,  at  Ashland,  Kentucky.  Of  their  five  chil¬ 
dren,  three  were  born  in  Kentucky,  and  two  in  Washington. 

In  September  1901,  the  Neals  and  their  three  small  children  left  their 
home  near  Ashland  and  went  to  tfaterville,  Washington.  As  they  were  entering 
the  state,  Jennie  bought  a  Spokesman-Review  (Spokane,  Washington,  newspaper), 
bearing  the  news  of  the  death  of  President  McKinley. 

Joseph  Neal  and  family  took  up  a  homestead  near  the  present  site  of 
Mansfield,  Washington,  and  moved  there  in  the  spring  of  1904.  Their  family 
was  increased  to  four  children  by  the  birth  of  David  at  Waterville  in  1903. 
Their  5th  child  was  born  at  the  homestead  in  1906.  Title  on  the  homestead 
was  granted  in  1909. 

The  Neals  sold  the  Mansfield  property  and  moved  to  Medicine  Hat,  Alberta, 
Canada,  in  the  spring  of  1910.  They  again  homesteaded  and  built  a  home  on 
the  open  praire.  All  equipment  and  supplies  had  to  be  hauled  from  Medicine 
Hat,  13  miles  away.  The  Neals  donated  the  building  site  for  a  new  school 
district,  Clearwater  Lake,  the  center  of  which  was  their  own  place.  They 
served  on  the  school  board  for  as  long  as  they  lived  there.  The  two  older 
children,  Leslie  and  Effie.  were  married  while  they  lived  at  Medicine  Hat 

In  the  Fall  of  1920,  the  Neals  returned  to  the  United  States,  going 
this  time  to  Moscow,  Idaho,  which  is  near  Spokane,  Washington.  There  they 
remained  until  Jennie's  death  in  1941.  Joseph  Neal  remained  at  Moscow  until 
two  years  before  his  death  at  Seattle  in  November,  1953. 

Family  of  Effie  Lee  Neal  and  Ray  Hamilton  Wilkinson 

Effie  Lee  Neal,  eldest  of  the  five  children  of  Jennie  Leslie  and  Joseph 
Neal,  was  born  at  Ashland,  Kentucky,  on  December  27,  1897.  She  was  not  quite 
four  years  of  age  when  she  journeyed  westward  with  her  parents  to  the  state 
of  Washington.  She  was  a  girl  of  some  13  summers  when  the  Neal  family  took 
up  their  abode  near  Medicine  Hat,  Alberta,  Canada.  Effie  taught  school  on 
the  Canadian  prairie  for  a  few  years,  beginning  in  September  1916.  In  her 
first  school,  which  was  in  the  Russian  Settlement,  only  about  half  the  chil¬ 
dren  spoke  English. 

Effie  Neal  was  married  on  February  27,  1919  to  Ray  Hamilton  Wilkinson. 
a  fireman  for  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway.  His  family  was  from  Ingersol, 
Ontario.  To  them  were  born  three  children:  William  Neal,  at  Medicine  Hat; 
Virginia  Maude. at  Moscow,  Idaho;  and  Mary  Rae.  at  Medicine  Hat. 

In  July  1926,  Mrs.  Wilkinson  took  her  three  children  —  then  aged  six, 

3S£  years,  and  6  months,  to  Moscow,  Idaho,  where  her  parents  lived.  She  has 
remained  in  the  United  States  since  that  time,  except  for  brief  visits  to 
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Fernie,  British  Columbia,  to  the  American  Consul  who  aided  her  in  re-entering 
the  United  States  for  permanent  residence.  Within  a  few  weeks  of  the  family’s 
return  the  baby,  Mary  Rae  Wilkinson,  who  had  been  born  on  January  2,  1926, 
died  at  Moscow  on  August  12,  1926,  a  few  days  past  7  months  of  age. 

In  August  1938,  Effie  Neal  (Wilkinson)  was  married  to  Fred  Kursdorfer. 
of  Spokane,  Washington.  Mr.  Kursdorfer  died  at  Spokane  in  November  1939. 

The  Wilkinson  children  were  educated  in  Spokane.  When,  in  the  spring 
of  1942,  her  son  joined  the  United  States  armed  forces  and  her  daughter  entered 
training  as  a  student  nurse  at  Deaconess  Hospital,  Effie  Neal  (Wilkinson) 
Kursdorfer  came  to  Seattle,  Washington,  to  aid  a  very  dear  friend  who  was  ill. 
She  has  resided  in  that  city  since  that  year. 

William  Neal  Wilkinson,  son  of  Effie  Neal  and  Raymond  Hamilton 
Wilkinson,  was  born  at  Medicine  Hat,  Alberta,  Canada,  on  February  25,  1920. 

At  the  age  of  six  he  came  with  his  mother  and  younger  sisters  to  Moscow,  Idaho. 
He  attended  the  Spokane,  Washington,  schools,  graduating  from  high  school 
there.  In  the  spring  of  1942  he  joined  the  Army  Air  Force.  He  was  married  on 
May  30,  1943  while  stationed  at  Hanford,  California,  to  Merilvn Sidney  Ostrom. 
a  teacher  in  the  Fresno,  California,  schools.  She  still  teaches  in  that  city 
and  he  is  now  employed  by  the  city  as  a  welder.  They  have  three  boys:  Michael 
Neal  Wilkinson. born  May  18,  1946;  Stuart  Lee  Wilkinson,  born  September  1^1948; 
and  Douglas  Gregg  Wilkinson,  born  September  30,  1950,  all  at  Fresno. 

Virginia  Maude  Wilkinson,  daughter  of  Effie  Neal  and  Raymond  Hamilton 
Wilkinson,  was  born  December  24,  1922,  at  Moscow,  Idaho.  She  attended  the 
Spokane,  Washington  schools,  graduating  from  the  Spokane  high  school.  She 
entered  training  as  a  student  nurse  at  the  Deaconess  Hospital,  and  worked  as 
office  nurse  for  a  doctor  in  Seattle. 

Virginia  Maude  was  married  on  June  30,  1945,  at  Seattle,  to  Kermit  William 
Sledd.  then  of  the  U.S.S.  Enterprise.  His  family  lived  in  Sterling,  Colorado. 
Kermit  is  now  employed  as  chief  engineer  at  the  new  Veterans  Hospital,  Seattle. 
Virginia  is  now  a  "housewife"  and  mother.  Their  two  children  are:  (1)  Audrey 
Ann  Sledd.  born  July  12,  1947;  and  (2)  Dana  Stephen  Sledd.  born  December  1, 
1952,  both  in  Seattle,  Washington. 
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Family  of  Vincent  Leslie  Neal  and  Essie  Edna  Evans 

Vincent  Leslie  Neal,  son  of  Jennie  Leslie  and  Joseph  T.  Neal,  was  married 
on  November  14,  1917,  at  Medicine  Hat,  Alberta,  Canada,  to  Essie  Edna  Evans. 
They  have  three  daughters.  The  family  resides  at  Lewiston,  Idaho. 

Rubv  Catherine  Neal  was  born  September  24,  1910,  at  Medicine  Hat, 
Canada.  She  is  a  registered  nurse  and  practices  part  time  at  St.  Joseph's 
Hospital  at  Lewiston,  Idaho.  She  is  married  to  _  Bouton.  Their  chil¬ 

dren  are  Joan  Bouton,  aged  8,  and  Michael  Glenn  Bouton,  aged  4. 

Delcie  Margaret  Neal  was  born  Nov.  30,  1919,  at  Moscow  ,  Idaho.  She 

first  married  James  Ford.  They  had  two  sons:  James  Leslie  Ford. now  18  years  of 

age  and  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  Hospital  School;  and  Gary  Ford.  16  years  of  age 

Delcie  Neal  (Ford)  married  J.  T.  Bravad  as  her  second  husband.  They 
also  have  two  children:  Viki  Bravad.  7  years  of  age;  and  Charles  Bravad. 
two  years  of  age.  They  live  in  Pasco,  Washington. 

Belva  Bernice  Neal  was  born  Feb.  3,  1922,  at  Moscow,  Idaho.  She  first 
married  Harold  Boles  and  they  had  two  children:  Sharilee  Boles  and  Vincent 
Neal  Boles,  whose  ages  in  1955  were  13  and  11  years,  respectively.  Belva 
next  married  N.  E.  Schmitt.  They  have  one  son,  Eugene  Schmitt,  who  is  now 
7  years  of  age.  The  Schmitts  live  at  Kennewick,  Washington. 

Joseph  Beecher  Neal  and  Alice  Phelps  Family 

Joseph  Beecher  Neal  (Beecher),  born  February  1,  1901,  at  Ashland,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  was  the  third  of  the  five  children  of  Jennie  Leslie  and  Joseph  Neal. 

He  was  married  on  September  1,  1926,  at  Moscow,  Idaho,  to  Alice  Phelps,  of 
that  place.  Her  family  was  from  Iowa.  Three  children  were  born  to  this 
union, all  at  Moscow. 

Betty  Lou  Neal  was  born  October  2,  1927,  and  died  January  1946  at 
Garfield,  Washington.  Jack  David  Neal  was  born  September  14,  1928.  James 
Eldon  Neal  (Eldon)  was  born  October  6,  1929. 

Beecher  Neal  farms  1,000  acres  of  wheat  land  at  Garfield,  Washington, 
(near  Spokane),  and  raises  palaraino  horses  as  a  hobby.  His  sons.  Jack  and 
Eldon,  are  also  in  the  farming  business.  Jack  is  now  serving  in  the  U.  S. 
Army  in  Korea.  Eldon  has  served  the  necessary  term  in  the  Army. 

David  Crockett  Neal  and  Zada  Nunley  Family 

David  Crockett  Neal,  son  of  Jennie  Leslie  and  Joseph  Neal,  was  born 
December  10,1903,  at  Waterville,  Washington.  He  was  married  to  Zada  Nunley 
of  ftnak,  Washington,  whose  family  was  from  Arkansas.  They  were  married  in 
Spokane,  Washington,  on  August  23,  1933.  They  had  two  sons  both  born  at 
Garfield,  Washington. 

Archie  Eugene  Neal,  born  September  14,  1934,  is  now  attending 
Washington  State  College  at  Pullman,  Washington. 
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Donald  Lee  Neal  was  born  November  23,  1935  and  died  October  1950. 

David  Neal  owns  and  operates  a  machine  shop  in  Garfield.  He  is  the 
inventor  and  manufacturer  of  a  combine  harvester  leveler. 

Family  of  Elsie  May  Neal  and  Archie  Carpenter 

Elsie  May  Neal,  youngest  of  the  five  children  of  Jennie  Leslie  and  Joseph 
Neal,  was  born  at  Mansfield  ,  Washington,  on  July  1,  1906.  In  September  1924 
she  was  married  at  Spokane  to  Archie  Carpenter.  They  resided  at  Ely,  and 
Moscow,  Idaho.  At  the  latter  place  their  only  child,  a  son,  was  born: 

James  David  Neal  Carpenter  was  born  at  Moscow,  Idaho,  on  January 
6,  1927.  He  joined  the  U.  S.  Navy  at  16  years  of  age  and  served  in  the  Pacific 
Area  throughout  World  War  II.  On  August  23,  1947  he  was  married  to  Rose  Marie 
Young  of  Bellingham-,  Washington.  He  is  now  employed  at  Boeing  Aircraft  in 
Seattle.  They  have  three  children: 

David  Neal  Carpenter  was  born  May  4,  1950,  at  Ephrata,  Washington. 
Daniel  Ross  Carpenter  was  born  June  2,  1952,  at  Seattle.  Terrie  Lynn  Carpenter 
was  born  October  24,  1954,  also  at  Seattle,  Washington. 

Elsie  May  Neal  is  now  Mrs.  Ted  Schv  and  lives  in  Seattle. 
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JAMES  E.  LESLIE 

(Fourth  Generation  -  John  Line  -Son  of  William) 

James  E.  Leslie,  son  of  William  Lesley  and  Nancy  Hale  Lesley,  was  born 
September  22,  1842.  He  was  the  youngest  of  the  family.  His  early  childhood 
was  spent  in  Jackson  County,  Ohio,  to  which  place  the  family  was  taken  by 
the  mother  shortly  after  the  father's  death.  Later,  however,  his  mother 
who  was  married  to  her  second  husband  Dr.  Bruce,  brought  the  children  back 
to  their  Bolts  Fork,  Kentucky,  home. 

James  grew  up  in  the  Bolts  Fork  neighborhood  and  attended  the  local 
schools.  At  the  age  of  20  or  21  he  joined  the  Union  Forces  in  the  Civil  War 
and  was  attached  to  Company  E.  5th  West  Virginia  Infantry.  He  was  with  General 
Sherman  on  the  March  to  the  Sea. 

It  is  believed  that  James  E.  Leslie,  and  at  least  some  of  his  brothers 
were  Masons. 

At  the  death  of  his  mother,  James,  as  the  youngest  in  the  family,  fell 
heir  to  the  home  place  on  Bolts  Fork.  He  built  a  new  house  but  it  was  later 
burned.  James  married  Nancy  Vinson  Justice,  a  sister  to  the  wife  of  his 
older  brother,  Robert  Leslie.  She  was  born  on  May  16,  1844. 

James  E.  Leslie  was  a  school  teacher,  a  music  teacher,  and  a  farmer. 

He  became  Superintendent  of  the  Boyd  County  Home  in  1872  and  served  four  terms. 
In  1874  the  four  buildings  which  constituted  the  Home  were  all  destroyed  by 
fire.  However,  none  of  the  62  persons  living  in  the  Home  were  injured.  Mr. 
Leslie  had  dl  of  them  removed  to  his  own  farm  home  on  Bolts  Fork  and  there 
cared  for  than  until  new  buildings  could  be  erected.  The  "new"  buildings 
erected  at  that  time  are  still  standing  and  are  known  as  the  "Old  Home"  but 
are  not  in  use  by  the  Home.  The  buildings  which  now  constitute  the  Home 
were  first  odcupied  in  1910  and  are  under  the  supervision  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
(Rife)  Leslie,  widow  of  Robert  C.  Leslie,  son  of  James  Leslie. 

James  and  Nancy  Vinson  Leslie  were  the  parents  of  ten  children.  Some 
of  the  children  were  born  at  the  home  or.  Bolts  Fork,  and  some  were  born  at 
the  Boyd  County  Home  during  their  father's  terms  as  superintendent.  Both 
James  and  his  wife  died  when  the  children  were  still  young.  The  two  younger 
boys  at  least  and  perhaps  some  of  the  younger  girls  were  brought  up  in  the 
home  of  their  uncle  and  aunt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Leslie.  James  Leslie 
passed  away  on  May  7,  1888,  his  wife  having  preceded  him  on  September  18, 

1887.  They  are  buried  at  Bolts  Fork,  Lawrence  County,  Ky. 

Elmer  E.  Leslie  and 


Elmer  E.  Leslie,  eldest  son  of  James  Leslie  and  Nancy  Justice  was  born 

Sept.  12,  1866,  and  died  March  1,  1936.  He  married _ and  they 

had  one  daughter,  Helen  Leslie,  who  teaches  in  Charleston,  W.  Va. 
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Family  of  Robert  C.  Leslie  and  1.  Lillie  Boldt 

2.  Wanda  Gartner 

3.  Elizabeth  Rife 

Robert  Cecil  Leslie,  second  of  ten  children  of  James  Leslie  and  Nancy 
Justice,  was  born  at  Bolts  Fork,  in  Ky.  on  April  29,  1868,  He  died  November 
17,  1934  and  is  buried  in  Rose  Hill  Memorial  Park  Cemetery,  Ashland,  Ky, 

His  first  marriage  was  to  Lillie  Dale  Boldt.  daughter  of  Montervill  (or 
Isaac?)  Boldt.  They  were  married  on  September  28,  1889  in  Boyd  Co.  He  was 
21  years  of  age  and  his  bride  was  17  at  the  time. 

Five  children  were  born  to  this  union.  They  were:  Montervill  Cecil . 
George.  Mabel  and  Sophia  Leslie. 

After  this  marriage  was  dissolved,  Mrs.  Lillie  Boldt  Leslie  was  married 
to  one  William  McGuire  of  Carter  County.  They  had  one  son  William. 

In  1902  the  father  Robert  C.  Leslie  and  sons,  Montervill  and  Cecil, went 
to  live  in  Colorado.  Five  years  later  the  son  Cecil  died  in  Denver  at  the 
age  of  16  years. 

Robert  C.  Leslie’s  second  wife  was  Wanda  Gartner. of  Battle  Creek,  Michigan. 
They  had  one  daughter  Dorothy  Leslie,  born  in  1907,  at  Denver,  Colorado.  She 
was  married  to  Dunston,  and  lived  at  Retsel,  Washington. 

The  third  marriage  of  Robert  C.  Leslie  was  in  1930  to  Elizabeth  Rife 
who  is  now  Superintendent  of  the  Boyd  County  Ky.  Old  Folks  Home,  a  position 
Robert's  father  had  held  for  four  terms. 

The  Family  of  Montervill  Leslie  and  Eva  A.  Monqrain 

Montervill  Leslie  eldest  of  the  children  of  Robert  C.  Leslie  and  Lillie 
Boldt,  was  born  at  Catlettsburg,  Ky.  on  September  5,  1890.  He  went  with  his 
father  to  Colorado  in  1902  when  he  was  a  boy  of  12. 

Montervill  joined  the  United  States  Navy  on  Sept.  14,  1907,  at  Denver, 
Colo.,  and  served  through  both  World  Wars  I  and  II.  He  retired  on  October  1, 
1937,  as  Chief  Gunners  Mate,  after  30  years  service.  He  was  recalled  to 
active  duty  on  July  1,  1940,  and  was  released  on  March  1,1946  with  the  rank 
of  Chief  Warrant  Gunner. 

Montervill  Leslie  is  now  living  in  Smithtown,  N.  H.  where  he  is  employed 

as  a  toll  collector  on  one  of  the  great  highways.  lie  is  also  very  active  in 

community  affairs.  He  is  Civil  Defense  Director,  and  Boy  Scout  Counselor. 

On  March  7,  1921,  Montervill  Leslie  was  married  to  Eva  A.  Monqrain  of 
Manchester,  N.  II.,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Lucy  Mongrain,  of  Helena,  Montana. 

A  daughter  was  born  December  22,  1921,  at  Vallejo,  California. 

The  daughter,  Virginia  Leslie  was  married  on  August  22,  1942  to  James 

F.  Condry.  of  Boston,  Mass.  They  have  one  son,  James  F.  Condrv.  Jr.  born 

Saugers,  Mass. 
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Family  of  Mabel  Leslie  and  John  M.  Prince 

Mabel  Leslie,  daughter  of  Robert  C.  Leslie  and  Lillie  Boldt,  was  born 
December  11,  1895,  at  Boldt's  Fork,  Kentucky.  She  married  John  W.  Prince. 
of  Catlettsburg,  Kentucky.  She  died  March  29,  1919  and  is  buried  in  the 
Leslie  Cemetery  at  Bolt's  Fork.  Her  husband  died  ______  1939.  They  had 

two  children: 

Cecil  Walker  Prince  was  born  Oct.  29,  1914  and  died  August  12,  1940. 

He  was  killed  in  a  coal  mine  in  Ohio. 

Frances  Celestia  Prince  was  born  August  4,  1918.  She  married  Ellis 
Collins.  They  live  in  Galloway,  Ohio. 

Sophia  C.  Leslie  and  George  H.  Parsons 

Sophia  C.  Leslie  daughter  of  Robert  C.  Leslie  and  Lillie  Bolt  was  born 
in  1900,  at  Aden,  Ky.  She  married  George  H.  Parsons  on  Feb.  21,  1922,  at 
Covington,  Qkla.  He  worked  in  the  Oil  fields.  They  lived  at  Denoya,  Okla., 
and  later  at  Fairfax,  Oklahoma,  until  they  moved  to  California.  They  now 
reside  in  Escondido,  California. 

Their  children  were  all  born  in  Oklahoma,* the  first  four  in  Denoya,  Okla. 
and  the  last  in  Fairfax,  Okla. 

Mabel  Leonia  Parsons  daughter  of  Sophia  C.  Leslie  and  George  H. 

Parson  was  born  July  5,  1923  at  Denoya,  Okla.  She  married  Leroy  Massberqer. 

Jr.  on  July  13,  1940.  Her  husband  is  of  German,  Irish  and  French  descent. 

He  was  born  at  Grayhorse,  Oklahoma,  on  October  18,  1921.  He  served  in  the 
National  Guards  (45th  Div. )  from  October  1940  to  October  1941.  He  was  in 
the  U.  S.  Army  during  World  War  II  from  April  26,  1944  to  December  23,  1945. 
They  now  live  in  San  Diego  California. 

They  have  two  daughters:  Samnv  Kay  Massberqer.  born  Jan.  18,  1942; 
and  Carol  Massberqer.  born  April  18,  1943. 

Nelson  Edward  Parsons  was  born  Apr.  4,  1925  at  Denoya,  Oklahoma. 

He  served  six  months  in  the  U.  S.  Army  in  1943  and  received  an  Honorable 
discharge  (Medical).  He  was  married  on  Nov.  17,  1945,  to  Francis  L.  Smith 
who  was  born  in  Escondido,  California  in  1927.  He  is  a  truck  driver.  They 
reside  in  Escondido,  Calif,  and  have  one  daughter:  Genevieve  Celeste  Parsons 
born  Nov.  3,  1950  in  Los  Angeles,  California. 

Gladys  Meril  Parsons,  daughter  of  Sophia  Leslie  and  George  H.  Parsons, 
was  born  Aug.  31,  1928  at  Denoya,  (Ada.  She  married  first  Kenneth  Ponder  on 

_  1945.  Her  husband  was  killed  in  a  car  wreck  on  Nov.  27,  1948.  They 

had  one  son  Tyrone  Ponder,  born  May  10,  1947. 

Gladys  Ponder  married  Ludwig  Hugo  Oplastic  on  June  8,  1949.  He  is  of 
Czechoslovak  and  German  descent.  He  served  in  the  .  S.  Navy  from  1947  to 
1950  and  is  now  employed  with  the  United  States  Government  as  a  painter. 

They  have  one  son  Wesley  Riqon  Oplastic.  born  Dec.  26,  1952. 
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Geo.  Henry  Parsons,  Jr.,  son  of  Sophia  Leslie  and  Geo.  H.  Parsons, 
was  born  March  7,  1930  at  Denoya,  Oklahoma.  He  entered  the  U.  S.  Air 
Force  on  January  22,  1948  and  served  until  June  27,  1950.  His  occupation 
is  that  of  mechanic.  He  was  married  on  Dec.  4,  1952  at  Poncho  City,  Okla. 
to  Hazel  Maientv.of  Kingman,  Arizona.  She  was  born  on  Nov.  9,  1929  at 
Peach  Springs,  Arizona.  She  is  of  Awalipi  Indian  descent.  They  have  one 
child,  George  Henry  Parsons  III,  born  May  5,  1943. 

Family  of  Sophia  B.  Leslie  and  George  B.  Belcher 

Sophia  B.  Leslie. daughter  of  James  E.  Leslie  and  Nancy  Vinson  Justice, 
was  born  May  3,  1870.  She  died  March  6,  1901  and  is  buried  at  Bolts  Fork, 
Kentucky.  She  was  married  to  George  B.  Belcher.  Her  husband  died  in  May 
1943.  They  had  three  children.  Logan  Belcher  died  in  infancy. 

Family  of  Vint  Belcher  and _ (?) 

Vint  Belcher  was  born  on  November  29,  1894.  He  was  christened 
"Vinson",  a  family  name  of  his  grandmother  Nancy  Vinson  Justice  Leslie,  but 
changed  his  name  to  “Vint"  when  he  grew  older.  He  was  married  to  . 

Their  two  children  are:  George  Belcher,  Jr.,  and  Eugene  Belcher.  The  latter  is 
with  Army  Intelligence  at  Aberdeen  Proving  Grounds,  Md. 


Family  of  Heimia  Belle  Belcher  and  Ballard  Arden 

Hernia  Belle  Belcher,  daughter  of  Sophia  B.  Leslie  and  George  B.  Belcher, 
born  J- ne  6,  1898.  She  married  Ballard  Arden.  Their  children: 

Robert  Arden  was  born  March  24,  1915.  He  married  ______  • 

They  have  one  daughter,  Andrea  Arden,  born  August  3,  1948. 

Clifford  Arden  was  born  January  27,  1917.  He  is  married  to  _ . 

Belle  Belcher  (Arden)  married  her  second  husband. Michael  Fasciano.  on  _ 

1928.  He  died  May  _____  1937.  He  was  in  the  cafe  business  which  she  is 
continuing  at  Cafe  Venice,  Evansville,  Indiana,  which  they  opened  in  1928, 

Family  of  Annie  B.  Leslie  and  Alonzo  Queen 

Annie  B.  Leslie  was  born  July  15,  1872.  She  married  Alonzo  Queen.  They 
had  two  sons  Haskel  Queen  and  Herman  B.  Queen.  The  sons  live  in  Los  Angeles  and 
Akron,  Ohio.  Annie  B.  Leslie  Queen  died  on  September  20,  1933.  Her  ashes 
were  scattered  over  the  Mojave  desert. 

The  Family  of  Helen  Leslie  and  Isaac  Alonzo  Belcher 

Helen  Leslie.  5th  of  the  children  of  James  and  Nancy  Leslie,  was  born 
August  12,  1874.  She  died  March  21,  1930,  and  is  buried  at  Huntington. 

West  Virginia. 

Helen  Leslie  married  Isaac  Alonzo  Belcher.  Their  family  consisted  of 
two  sons  and  seven  daughters.  One  son,  Bascom  Belcher,  died  in  infancy. 

The  other,  Cline  F.  Belcher. lives  at  Russell,  Kentucky. 
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Julia  Leslie  (Lambert)  Chamberlain. 


Leslie  Lambert  Liskow, 


Of  the  daughters,  four  live  in  Huntington,  W.  Va,  They  are:  Mrs.  Shirlev 
(Belcher)  Pennington:  Mrs.  Ruby  (Belcher)  Pennington;  Mrs.  Lillie  (Belcher) 

Smith:  and  Mrs.  Mearl  (Belcher  )  McMullen,  another  daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  (Belcher) 
Winters,  lives  in  Denver,  Colorado.  Mrs.  Florence  (Belcher)  Lambert,  and 
Mrs.  Sophia  (Belcher)  Mellon  live  in  Ashland,  Ky. 

Further  information  on  the  family  of  Mrs.  McMullen,  only,  is  presently 
available. 

Family  of  Mearl  Belcher  aad  Otis  P.  McMullen 

Mearl  Belcher. daughter  of  Helen  Leslie  and  Isaac  Alonzo  Belcher,  was 
born  Sept.  10,  1907  in  Lawrence  Co.,  Ky.  She  was  married  on  Nov.  8,  1927,  at 
Huntington,  W.  Va.  to  Otis  P.  McMullen  (born  July  26,  1906)  son  of  Milton 
Lemuel  McMullen  and  Amelia  Ramsey  McMullen,  of  Huntington.  They  reside  in 
Huntington.  Their  children: 

Wn.  Leslie  McMullen  was  born  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  May  10,  1929.  He 
attended  Marshall  College,  Huntington;  enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  Air  Force  Jan. 

10,  1951  and  was  discharged  as  a  Sergeant  in  Jan.  1955.  He  is  now  employed 
as  an  elctronic  technician  at  the  Goodyear  Atomic  Energy  Plant  at  Waverly, 

Ohio,  near  Portsmouth.  He  was  married  Dec.  20,  1951  to  Annah  Darrah  Huffman. 
of  Milton,  W.  Va.,  daughter  of  Rail  Huffman  and  Kate  McMellon.  She  was  born 
at  GWffithsville,  W.  Va.  on  Feb.  25,  1933.  They  reside  in  Portsmouth,  Ohio, 
and  have  one  daughter  Deborah  Sue  McMullen,  born  July  15,  1954. 

Kvle  Gordon  McMullen  was  born  March  2,  1931  at  Huntington,  W.  Va. 

He  received  a  B.  S.  degree  from  Marshall  College  in  May  1952  and  is  now  a 
public  accountant.  He  was  married  on  March  14,  1952,  at  Huntington,  W.  Va. 
to  Ona  Carean  Huffman  who  was  born  Nov.  6,  1931,  at  Alkal,  W.  Va.  Their 
children  are:  Janet  Lynn  McMullen  (adopted,) born  Aug.  26,  1950;  and  Todd 
Timothy  McMullen. born  Nov.  5,  1954.  They  reside  in  Huntington. 

Martha  Leslie 

Martha  Leslie,  the  6th  of  10  children  of  James  E.  Leslie  and  Nancy  Justice 
Leslie,  was  born  June  22,  1876.  She  died  _____  1896  and  is  buried  at  Bolts  Fork. 

The  Family  of  Julia  E.  Leslie  and  John  Thomas  Lambert 

Julia  E.  Leslie,  daughter  of  James  E.  Leslie  and  Nancy  Vinson  Justice 
Leslie,  was  born  at  Bolts  Fork,  Kentucky,  on  May  21,  1878.  She  was  married 
first  on  July  27,  1896,  in  Boyd  County,  to  John  Thomas  Lambert. son  of  William 
H.  and  Pamela  Lambert.  Mr.  Lambert  was  a  farmer.  They  resided  in  Glenwood, 
Lawrence  County,  Kentucky,  and  in  Hoadley,  Gallia  County,  and  South  Webster, 
Scioto  County,  Ohio.  Mr.  Lambert  died  August  6,  1908,  and  is  buried  at  South 
Webster,  Ohio. 

The  Lamberts  had  six  children,  the  youngest  born  in  November  after  the 
father's  death  in  August.  The  eldest  of  the  children  was  only  12  years  of 
age  when  their  father  died.  The  mother  took  them  for  a  time  to  Mansfield, 
Washington,  where  two  of  her  young  unmarried  brothers  resided.  Within  three 
years  both  young  men  married  and  Mrs.  Lambert  returned  to  Kentucky  with  her 
children.  They  lived  for  several  years  at  Jackson,  Ohio. 
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A  closely-knit  family,  the  entertainment  of  the  Lamberts  was  provided 
by  their  mother  at  their  own  home.  The  mother  is  described  by  a  daughter 
as  a  "gay  person  in  spite  of  her  hardships,  and  typically  Irish.  She  has 
always  had  hosts  of  friends,  and  is  a  devout  Christian.  When  younger  she 
gave  a  lot  of  time  to  any  less  fortunate  than  she.  She  is  keenly  interested 
in  politics  and  current  events  and  says  she  wants  to  live  forever!  She  was 
and  is  very  good  looking.  She  has  prematurely  gray  hair,  and  blue  eyes." 

The  children  received  high  school  and  business  college  education.  The 
youngest,  Margaret,  attended  Cincinnati  University  for  nurse's  training. 

The  second  marriage  of  Julia  Leslie  (Lambert)  was  to  Vinton  Chamberlain  . 
of  Lyria,  Ohio.  They  were  married  on  September  18,  1918  at  Ironton,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  was  a  lumberman.  He  died  on  February  1939  at  Lyria.  Mrs. Chamber- 
lain  spends  the  greater  part  of  the  year  in  Ohio  at  the  home  of  a  daughter, 
but  usually  spends  the  winter  months  in  Florida  at  the  home  of  a  son. 

l-awrence  H.  Lambert  was  born  May  13,  1897.  He  was  married  in  1920 
to  Dorothy  Haynes.  They  have  five  children:  Violet  Virginia  Lambert:  James 
Lambert  married  Anna  Francis  Llovd  and  they  have  one  child,  Betty  Ann  Lambert: 
Wanda  Ruth  Lambert  married  Havden  Stroth  and  they  have  two  children,  Sandra 
Stroth  and  David  Stroth:  John  Gail  Lambert  married  Elizabeth  Pennington  and 
they  have  four  children,  John.  Linda.  Lawrence,  and  Elizabeth  Lambert:  and 
Betty  Lou  Lambert  married  Roger  Wood,  and  they  have  one  child,  Deborah  (or 
Debra  )  Wood.  The  Lawrence  H.  Lambert  family  lives  at  Lorton,  Virginia. 

Bertha  May  Lambert  was  born  September  26,  1898.  She  was  married  in 
1919  Lawrence  Wood.  They  have  three  children,  all  married,  and  there  are  six 
grandchildren:  Maxine  Wood  married  Perry  Strohl.  Their  children  are  Geoffrey 
and  Dianne  Strohl.  Mildred  Wood  married  Alexander  Michael.  Their  three  chil¬ 
dren  are  Alexander  Jr..  David,  and  Douglass  Michael"  Robert  Wood  married 
Martha  Hank.  Their  child  is  Debra  (or  Deborah)  Wood.  Bertha  May  Lambert  (Wood) 
later  married  A.  Vizza.  She  resides  at  Canton,  Ohio. 

Florence  Leslie  Lambert  was  born  August  26,  1900.  She  married  John 
G.  Liskow.  on  December  7,  1940.  They  have  no  children.  They  reside  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Kentucky.  Her  husband  is  a  chemical  engineer. 

Gladys  Julia  Lambert  was  born  April  7,  1902.  She  married  Herbert 
Davis  in  1920.  They  have  two  children:  Margaurette  Davis  married  Kermit  Dunn 
and  they  have  two  children,  Judith  and  Micael  Dunn.  Charles  Davis  married 
Betty  Campbell  and  they  have  three  children,  David.  Karen  and  Charles  Scott 
Davis.  The  Davis  family  resides  at  Oak  Hill,  Ohio. 

John  Charles  Lambert,  born  May  24,  1904,  in  Lawrence  County,  Ohio, 
was  married  September  11,  1934  (?)  at  Ironton,  Ohio,  to  Edith  Maxine  Addis, 
daughter  of  Arch  and  Eva  Addis.  His  wife  was  born  February  8,  1907,  also 
in  Lawrence  County,  Ohio,  and  was  residing  at  Oak  Hill,  Ohio  when  they  were 
married.  They  have  one  child,  Patricia  Jean,  born  December  1,  1936.  She  is 
married  to  Richard  Flippen.  The  Lamberts  reside  at  Orlando,  Florida. 

Charlotte  Margaret  Lambert  was  born  November  27,  1908.  She  was 
married  on  September  27,  1941  to  Carl  A.  Koch.  They  have  two  children:  Carl 
Koch  Jr.  and  Susan  Koch.  They  live  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
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Family  of  Florence  Leslie  and  Eugene  Belcher 


Florence  Leslie,  8th  child  of  James  Leslie  and  Nancy  Justice,  was  born 
Aug.  4,  1880  and  died  May  3,  1903.  She  is  buried  in  the  Belcher  Cemetery, 

East  Fork.  She  was  married  to  Eugene  Belcher  _ .  They  had  two 

children:  Raymond  Belcher  was  born  on  East  Fork  and  died  in  infancy.  He 
is  buried  in  Belcher  Cemetery  East  Fork.  Thelma  Belcher  married  Uta.  Eurker. 

Family  of  James  Millard  Leslie  and  Edna  Maudeline  Woodin 


James  Millard  Leslie  son  of  James  E.  Leslie  and  Nancy  Vinson  Justice, 
was  born  on  Bolts  Fork,  Kentucky  on  January  10,  1884.  After  the  death  of 
his  parents  when  he  was  a  very  small  boy  he  lived  with  his  Uncle  Robert 
Leslie  and  his  Aunt  Julia  Justice  Leslie,  the  latter  being  a  sister  of  his 
mother.  He  went  with  that  family  to  the  State  of  Washington  in  1903  and 
has  remained  in  that  State  until  the  present,  except  for  visits  to  his  native 
Kentucky. 

On  April  9,  1913,  Millard  was  married  in  Douglas  County,  Washington, 
to  Edna  Maudeline  Woodin.  Their  children  all  born  in  Washington,  are: 

Madge  Leslie  was  born  February  24,1914.  She  is  a  consultant  for 
the  visually  handicapped  children  of  the  public  schools  of  Portland,  Oregon. 

Helen  Leslie  was  born  Oct.  31,  1918.  She  married  McCullough. 

She  teaches  nursing  in  one  of  the  hospitals  of  Bellingham,  Washington. 

James  Millard  Leslie.  Jr.  was  born  July  11,  1922.  He  teaches  music 
in  high  schools.  He  has  taught  in  Rainier  and  Gaston,  Ore. 

Norman  L.  Leslie  was  born  August  22,  1930.  He  was  killed  Sept 
22,  1951  while  serving  in  the  Army  Medical  Corps  in  accident  near  Colorado 
Springs. 


The  Family  of  Zattu  Vinson  Leslie  and  Eva  Concannon 

Zattu  Vinson  Leslie,  tenth  child  of  James  and  Nancy  Leslie,  was  born 
near  Ashland,  Kentucky,  July  13,  1886.  His  father  and  mother  both  died  when 
he  was  an  infant,  and  he  was  raised  by  his  aunt  and  uncle,  Julia  and  Robert. 

In  19G3  Zattu  Vinson  went  to  Waterville,  Wash,  and  in  1909  went  into 
the  hardware  and  implement  business  at  Mansfield,  Wash,  and  remained  in  that 
business  for  25  years.  This  was  followed  by  15  .years  in  the  real  estate 
and  insurance  business. 

During  his  residence  in  Mansfield,  Z.  V.  Leslie  was  associated  with 
a  local  bank.  He  served  as  County  Commissioner  of  Douglas  County.  Mr. 

Leslie  was  always  a  booster  for  the  development  of  the  Sate  of  Washington 
and  took  an  active  interest  in  its  political  aspects.  He  was  a  familar 
figure  at  several  sessions  of  the  legislature  as  an  employee  of  the  state 
senate.  He  was  a  member  of  Mansfield  Lodge  215  F  &  A,M.  and  the  Lynnwood 
Commercial  Club.  He  was  instrumental  in  securing  the  Lynnwood  park  ground, 
where  later  the  Lynnwood  Jr.  Hi.  was  built.  Z.  V.  also  belonged  to  the  State 
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Replublican  Club  and  was  a  Kentucky  Colonel.  In  1941  he  moved  from  Mansfield, 
to  the  Seattle  Heights  community  and  lived  near  Hall's  Lake  until  1949  when 
he  moved  to  Edmonds,  Wash. 

Zattu  Vinson  Leslie  passed  away  on  April  19,  1950  at  the  age  of  63,  and 
is  buried  in  Evergreen  Cemetery  just  North  of  Seattle. 

Zattu  Vinson  Leslie  married  Eva  Nancy  Concannon  at  Mansfield  Douglas 
County,  Washington  in  1915.  His  wife  passed  away  July  15,  1931  at  the  age 
of  46.  She  is  buried  at  Waterville, Washington. 

There  were  two  children  by  this  marriage.  Gail  Concannon  Leslie  was 
born  June  26,  1917  at  Mansfield,  Wash.  The  second  child  (a  son  )died  at 
birth.  Their  mother,  Eva  Cocannon  was  of  Irish-English  extraction. 

Gail  C.  Leslie  spent  his  first  24  years  in  Mansfield,  Wash,  and 
was  associated  with  his  father  in  the  firm  Leslie  Securities,  Inc.  ilh  March 
1941,  Gail  joined  the  Army  and  was  discharged  Sept.  1945  after  being  com¬ 
missioned  a  Captain  of  Infantry  (Armored  Force).  He  served  in  Africa  and 
Italy. 


On  May  27,  1942,  Gail  C.  Leslie  and  Wilma  K.  Bailey  of  Mansfield  were  mar¬ 
ried.  After  leaving  the  Army,  Gail  C.  rejoined  Leslie  Securities,  Inc.  which 
business  had  moved  from  Mansfield  to  Hall's  Lake,  Seattle  Heights  in  Edmonds 
District  of  Western  Washington.  After  the  death  of  his  father  Zattu  Vinson 
Leslie,  Gail  C.  Leslie  became  president  of  the  corporation  in  which  capacity 
he  is  serving  today.  The  firmiiiithe  real  estate  and  insurance  business. 

A  daughter,  Gaylene  Eva  Leslie  was  born  Feb.  21,  1947  to  Gail  C.  and 
Wilma  K.  Leslie. 

In  1935  Z. V.  Leslie  married  as  his  second  wife,  Constance  Swenson,  whose 
forbears  were  Norwegian  with  an  indirect  Scotch  lineage.  She  was  a  teacher  in 

the  Mansfield  High  School  at  the  time.  She  has  graciously  supplied  us  with  a 

sketch  of  her  husband's  life  from  which  a  few  further  sentences  are  quoted, 

in  addition  to  the  information  furnished  jointly  by  Mrs.  Leslie  and  Gail. 

"Zattu  is  a  Biblical  name  (Nehemiah,  Chao.  7.V.13),  and  Vinson  was  a 
family  name.  His  various  nicknames  were  •Vint',  'Z. V. ',  and  'Colonel', 
the  latter  bestowed  in  1934  by  Governor  Ruby  Lafoon. 

Mr.  Leslie  often  said  his  formal  education  consisted  of  his  mastery  of 
McGuffey's  Fifth  Reader  at  the  Slick  Rock  School  in  a  rural  section  of 
Ashland  ...  Having  a  judicial  mind,  he  often  wished  he  had  studied  law. 

He  was  much  interested  in  family  history  and  did  some  research  on  the 
subject.  He  would  have  delighted  to  work  with  you. 

Those  who  knew  Mr.  Leslie  remember  that  his  apparent  reserve  was  dis¬ 
pelled  by  his  ready  wit,  sense  of  humor,  and  friendliness.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  tribute  was  paid  by  one  newspaper  editor:  'In  the  passing  of 
Z. V.  Leslie,  the  community  has  lost  a  good  neighbor,  an  active  citizen 
and  a  good  friend. "' 
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JOHN  P.  LESLEY 


(Third  Generation  -  John  Line  -  Son  of  John) 


John  P.  Lesley,  son  of  John  Lesley  and  Martha  Cloyd,  was  born  in  Taze¬ 
well  County,  Virginia,  on  April  24,  1809.  Records  (Census)  indicate  that  he 
was  brought  to  Floyd  County,  Kentucky  by  his  parents  in  or  before  1810,  and 
that  the  family  apparently  returned  to  Tazewell  County  in  a  few  years  and 
were  there  in  1820,  by  which  time  John  P.  was  11  years  of  age.  They  were 
in  Pike  County,  Ky.  in  1830.  By  that  time  the  region  where  they  lived  had 
become  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  in  1821.  (Other  records  indicate  that  some¬ 
time  between  1820  and  1830  they  had  gone  back  to  Tazewell  to  live  for  a 
short  while.) 

It  is  also  indicated  that  John  P.'s  mother  died  in  1830  in  Pike  County, 
and  is  buried  there.  About  a  year  or  so  later  the  John  Lesley  family  are 
found  in  Lawrence  County,  and  from  that  time  on  all  members  of  this  family 
who  came  from  Virginia  to  Kentucky  continued  to  live  in  Lawrence  or  Boyd 
Counties.  Lawrence  later  became  a  part  of  Boyd  County  which  was  formed  in 
1860.  (Later  generations, of  course,  have  scattered  to  other  parts  of  the  country.) 

John  P.  Lesley  was  married  on  May  23,  1836  to  Jane  Hogan.  One  source 
states  that  Jane  was  born  in  Kentucky.  Other  sources  (Census)  indicate  that 
she  was  born  in  Ohio.  She  may  have  been  a  widow,  as  two  other  children  are 
listed  with  John  P.  Lesley's  family  in  1860.  Their  last  names  were  not 
given,  but  they  were  listed  as  Susan  A.,  13  years  of  age,  and  "Levi  M. ", 

7  years  of  age,  and  both  were  said  to  have  been  born  in  Ohio. 


John  P.  Lesley  and  Jane  Hogan  were  the  parents  of  four  children:  three 
daughters  and  a  son.  Information  regarding  the  daughters  is  very  meager, 
but  that  for  the  son's  family  is  fairly  complete. 


The  Reverend  David  K.  Leslie, 
wife,  and  son,  George. 
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ELIZABETH,  MARTHA,  AND  ELIZA  MARGARET  LESLIE 


(Fourth  Generation  -  John  Line  -  Daughters  of  John  P.  Lesley  ) 

Elizabeth  Leslie  was  born  in  Lawrence  County,  Kentucky,  on  March  16, 
1837.  She  married  Hiram  Stratton.  One  informant  stated  that  they  had  two 
sons:  John  Stratton  and  Jasper  Stratton.  The  Census  of  1860,  Boyd  County 
(Callettsburg  P.  0.)  Kentucky,  however,  lists  the  family  of  Harry  and 
Elizabeth  Stratton  as  consisting  of  themselves  (24  and  23  years  of  age, 
respectively)  and  three  children:  John  Stratton,  5  years  of  age,  Martha 
Stratton,  2  years  of  age;  and  an  infant  5/l2  o~f~a  year  of  age.  The  latter 
was  probably  Jasper  spoken  of  above.  It  was  also  stated  that  Harry  Stratton 
was  a  farmer.  All  those  listed  were  born  in  Kentucky.  Ten  years  later, 
Elizabeth  Stratton,  33,  an  invalid,  is  listed  with  the  family  of  John  P. 
Leslie.  By  that  time  no  one  else  besides  John  P.  Leslie  and  his  wife,  Jane, 
were  listed  in  his  household.  Elizabeth  Leslie  Stratton  died  November  25, 
1870,  and  may  be  buried  at  Whites  Creek,  Kentucky.  Her  son,  John  Stratton, 
is  believed  to  at  one  time  lived  in  Kenova,  West  Virginia.  Efforts  to  reach 
any  of  the  descendants  of  Elizabeth  have  failed  so  far. 

Martha  Leslie  was  born  in  Lawrence  County,  Kentucky,  on  December  7,1838. 
She  married  Columbus  Deegin  who  is  listed  with  the  John  P.  Leslie  family  in 
1860  as  being  25  years  of  age,  and  as  having  been  born  in  Kentucky.  They 
had  one  child,  Jane  Deegin.  who  married  Jim  Honaker.  Jim  Honaker.  Jr.,  their 
son,  was  living  at  Cleaves,  Ohio,  at  last  account.  Efforts  to  contact  him 
have  failed.  Martha  Leslie  Deegin  died  about  1907.  She  is  believed  to 
have  been  buried  in  Harmon  Cemetery,  Boyd  County. 

Eliza  Margaret  Leslie  was  born  on  July  11,  1849,  and  died  on  July  18, 
1853,  at  4  years  of  age.  She,  also,  may  be  buried  on  Whites  Creek  in  Ken¬ 
tucky. 


James  Leslie  and  wife. 
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DAVID  K.  LESLIE 


(Fourth  Generation  —  John  Line  ~  Son  of  John  P. ) 

David  Kenertey  Leslie,  only  son  of  John  P.  Leslie  and  Jane  Hogan,  was 
born  April  27,  1843.  He  was  married  on  February  14,  1861  to  Alafair  Arthur, 
daughter  of  Eli  and  Margaret  Arthur.  He  was  17  at  the  time  of  his  marriage 
and  she  was  16.  Her  birthday  was  August  15,  1844.  The  ceremony  was  performed 
by  the  Rev.  M.T.  Burris.  The  wedding  was  at  the  home  of  the  bride’s  parents. 

They  lived  on  Whites  Creek  in  Boyd  County  on  a  farm  known  as  the  Zach 
Nicholls  place,  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Boyd  Keeton.  They  moved  from 
Aliites  Creek  to  Blaine  in  Lawrence  County,  and  from  there  to  the  Dave  Spears' 
alace  near  the  Oakland  Church  in  Boyd  County. 

Mr.  Leslie  spent  his  early  life  teaching  school,  and  fiddling  for  entertain- 
nent.  He  also  kept  a  store  on  East  Fork  of  Little  Sandy.  He  was  converted  at 
a  little  log  church  "somewhere  in  Boyd  County."  Mr.  Leslie  was  ordained  an 
ilder  in  the  Methodist  Church  in  1884.  He  became  a  Minister  and  later  an 
Evangelist.  Today,  his  grandson.  The  Rev.  Bryan  Edmond  says:  "He  hung  up 
ihe  fiddle  and  the  bow  and  concentrated  on  preaching  God's  word.  He  was 
leld  in  high  esteem  and  was  such  a  good  linguist  and  such  a  forceful  speaker 
:hat  when  he  preached  on  the  subject  of  the  flood  it  became  so  realistic  that 
/ou  could  almost  hear  it  thunder  and  see  the  flashes  of  lightning."  He  kept 
a  record  of  funeral  prayers. 

The  Reverend  Leslie  is  described  as  of  medium  size,  with  fair  complexion, 
alue  eyes,  and  sandy  hair.  He  wore  a  very  long  beard  which  hung  almost  to  his 
vaist.  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Leslie  were  the  parents  of  ten  children: 


Curt  Estep  and  Dee  Edmon, 
son  of  Margaret  Leslie  Edmon. 


Family  of  Margaret  Jane  Leslie  and  James  M.  Edmond 

Margaret  Jane  Leslie,  daughter  of  Reverend  David  K.  Leslie  and  Alafair 
Arthur,  was  the  eldest  of  10  children.  She  was  born  January  11,  1862  on 
Whites  Creek,  Boyd  County,  Kentucky.  She  was  married  in  Boyd  County  on 
March  31,  1880  to  James  M.  Edmond.  Her  husband  was  born  in  Mason  County, 
Virginia.  He  was  a  farmer  and  a  mail  carrier.  They  resided  in  Lawrence 
County.  Her  husband  died  January  30,1914  (or  January  31,  1913)  and  she 
died  on  February  21  (or  22?)  1921.  They  are  buried  at  Zelda,  Lawrence  Coun¬ 
ty,  Kentucky. 

Margaret  and  James  were  the  parents  of  nine  children.  All  were  born  in 
Lawrence  County.  All  are  deceased  except  two,  Jessie  and  DeWitt.  Jessie  is 
Mrs.  Isaac  Mark  and  lives  in  Oregon.  DeWitt  and  wife  live  in  Ashland. 

Arthur.  Ervin.  Zella.  Weslev.  Inez,  and  Warren  Edmond 

Arthur  Edmond  was  born  March  31,  1881.  He  died  December  1,  1917,  and 
is  buried  at  Zelda,  Lawrence  County,  Kentucky. 

Ervin  Edmond  was  born  about  1883  and  died  about  1901.  Zella  Edmond  mar¬ 
ried  John  Taylor.  There  were  no  children.  She  died  in  1909.  No  further 
information  was  submitted  concerning  Wesley  Edmond  and  Inez  Edmond.  Warren 
Edmond  is  believed  to  have  been  buried  at  Harmon  Cemetery. 

The  Family  of  DeWitt  Edmond  and  Myrtle  Alice  Lewis 

DeWitt  Talmaae  Edmond  was  born  at  Hulette,  Lawrence  County,  Kentucky,  on 
February  5,1893.  He  served  in  World  War  I  and  was  one  of  the  first  ten  from 
the  county  to  enter  the  service.  He  served  from  September  19,  1917,  until 
his  discharge  on  March  8,  1919.  He  was  for  nine  years  a  rural  mail  carrier. 
He  has  been  active  in  the  work  of  the  church  and  served  on  the  official  board 
for  many  years  until  ill  health  necessitated  his  retirement. 

While  in  military  service,  DeWitt  Edmond  married  Myrtle  Alice  Lewis,  a 
school  teacher.  They  were  married  on  September  20,  1918,  in  Louisville,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  They  are  the  parents  of  four  children: 

Juanita  Mae  Edmond  was  born  December  21,  1919.  She  married  Mack 
Wadkins.  They  have  no  children.  They  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Orville  Edmond  was  born  September  19,  1921.  He  was  married  in 
1947  to  Billie  Lou  Epperson.  They  have  two  little  girls,  Sandra  Jean,  born 
August  16,  1948,  and  Connie  Edmond,  born  May  11,  1950.  They  live  in  Ashland, 
Kentucky.  This  family  belongs  to  the  Christian  Church,  also. 

DeWitt  Edmond  Jr.  was  born  March  12,  1923.  He  married  Erma  Lee 
Scagqs.  They  have  one  child,  Diana  Dee  Edmond.  8  years  of  age.  DeWitt  is 
a  foreman  in  ARMCO  Steel  Company.  They  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church. 


on  a 


Doris  Edmond  was  born  August  6,  1925. 
"Bride  and  Groom  Program"  in  California  on 


She  married  Arch  W.  Warner 
March  8,  1948.  They  have 
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two  children:  Debra  Ann  Edmond,  born  September  10,  1950,  and  John  Scott  Edmond 
born  December  1,  1954.  They  live  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  which  is  the  home  of  Mr. 
Warner.  Doris  was  employed  at  Wright  Field  Air  Base  near  Dayton  when  they 
were  married. 

The  two  sons  and  the  two  sons-in-law  of  DeWitt  and  Myrtle  Edmond  served 
in  World  War  II.  Orville  was  in  the  Army  and  DeWitt  was  in  the  Marines. 

Mack  Wadkins  was  in  the  Navy,  and  Arch  Warner  was  a  flyer  in  the  Air  Corps. 
Orville  Edmond  is  a  watch  maker  and  works  in  a  jewlery  store.  All  own  their 
own  homes  and  are  all  children  that  "any  parent  would  be  proud  of",  states 
their  mother. 

Family  of  Jessie  Edmond  and  Isaac  Tinsley  Mark 

Jessie  Edmond.  8th  of  the  children  of  Margaret  Jane  Leslie  and  James 
M.  Edmond,  was  born  September  10,  1896,  at  Hulette,  Lawrence  County,  Ky. 

She  was  married  July  9,  1919,  to  Isaac  Tinsley  Mark.  Minister.  Reverend 
and  Mrs.  Mark  are  presently  in  Portland,  Oregon.  It  is  apparent  from  the 
following  data  that  they  have  served  throughout  the  Northwest.  They  are  the 
parents  of  six  children: 

Windsor  Rav  Mark  was  born  July  17,  1924  in  Indanapolis  Indiana. 

He  married  Irene  Irelan  on  December  19,  1944  in  Auburn,  Washington.  They 
have  three  children. 

Dale  Warren  Mark  was  born  August  10,  1927  in  Indianapolis.  He 
married  Dorothy  Holmes  on  June  6,  1948  in  Caldwell,  Idaho.  He  attended  Paci¬ 
fic  Bible  College  and  received  a  Bacheolor  of  Theology  degree.  He  plans  to 
take  further  studies.  They  have  two  children. 

Jesse  Paul  Mark  was  born  December  13,  1929  in  Petoskey,  Michigan. 

He  married  Lorena  Moore  on  December  6,  1949.  They  have  one  child.  He  is 
attending  Pacific  Bible  College  in  preparation  for  the  Ministry. 

Donald  Leslie  Mark  was  born  December  25,  1930,  at  Charlevoix,  Michi¬ 
gan.  He  married  Lois  Pechanic  on  October  15,  1950.  They  have  one  child.  Donald 
is  a  corporal  in  the  Army  and  is  serving  in  France. 

Herbert  Lee  Mark  was  born  April  21,  1933  in  Charlevoix,  Michigan. 

Fie  is  single  and  is  a  sergeant  in  the  Army  and  serving  in  Japan. 

Beverly  Jeanne  Mark  was  born  November  8,  1939  in  Decatur,  Michigan. 

She  plans  to  attend  college  after  graduation  from  high  school. 

Leslie  Edmond  and  Lillian  Thompson  Family. 

Leslie  Edmond,  the  youngest  of  the  nine  children  of  Margaret  Jane  Leslie 
and  James  M.  Edmond,  was  born  March  6,  1901  (or  1900?).  He  was  married  August 
11,  1924  to  Lillian  Thompson.  He  died  March  30,  1938,  and  is  buried  at  Ashland, 
Kentucky.  They  had  two  children:  Mary  Margaret  Edmond,  who  was  born  August  19, 

1925,  and  is  married  to  _  Blair.  They  live  at  Ashland,  Kentucky. 

Charles  William  Edmond  son  of  Leslie  Edmond  was  born  October  23,  1927.  He 
is  a  1st  Lt.  in  U.S.  Air  Force.  His  home  is  in  Ashland. 
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The  Family  of  Malinda  A.  Leslie  and  Albert  Reece  Edmond 


Malinda  A.  Leslie,  daughter  of  Rev.  David  K.  Leslie  and  Alafair  Arthur, 
was  born  June  4,  1864,  at  Whites  Creek,  Boyd  Co.,  Kentucky.  She  was  married 
on  March  31,  1880  to  Albert  Reece  Edmond,  son  of  Watson  and  Nancy  Taylor 
Edmond,  of  Mason  County.  Her  husband  was  20  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
their  marriage  and  gave  his  birthplace  as  Mason  County,  Virginia.  He  died 
in  1915  and  is  buried  at  East  Fork,  Boyd  Co.,  Kentucky.  Malinda  Leslie 
Edmond  died  February  26,1947,  and  is  buried  at  Rose  Hill  Cemetery  in  Ashland, 
Kentucky. 

Malinda  Antoinette  Leslie  and  Albert  Reece  Edmond  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  all  born  in  Kentucky,  some  in  Boyd  and  some  in  Lawrence  counties. 
Information  concerning  them  and  their  familes  follows: 

Elonzo  Edmon  and  Sarah  Runyon  Family 

Elonzo  Edmon1  was  born  November  15,  1881.  He  was  married  to  Sarah 
Runyon  on  October  15,  1908.  They  live  at  Ashland,  Kentucky,  and  are  the 
parents  of  three  children:  William.  James  Edgar,  and  Maude  Edmon. 

William  Edmon. son  of  Elonzo  and  Sarah  Edmon,  married  Eunice  Alexander. 
They  have  two  sons:  Jack  Edmon. who  is  in  the  U.  S.  Army,  and  William  Howell 
Edmon:  and  one  daughter,  Barbara  Jean  Edmon. who  died  when  two  years  of  age. 

James  Edgar  Edmon.  son  of  Elonzo  and  Sarah,  married  Elizabeth  Alexander. 
sister  of  his  brother's  wife,  Eunice.  His  wife  died  about  two  years  ago.  They 
have  two  sons:  Jim  Ed  Edmon.  who  is  in  the  Air  Force,  and  is  married  to  Janet 
Shivel :  and  Gary  Edmon. 


Higgins: 


Maude  Edmon  married  Ted  Higgins.  They  have  four  children:  John  Celsus 
Janet  Higgins:  Joyce  Higgins:  and  Teddie  Higgins. 


Millard  Edmon 


Millard  Edmon.  second  of  the  ten  children  of  Malinda  A.  and  Albert  Reece 
Edmond,  was  born  February  19,1883,  and  died  February  14,  1902.  He  is  buried 
at  East  Fork,  Kentucky. 

David  Edmon  and  Belva  Smith 


David  Edmon  was  born  January  27,  1885.  He  married  Belva  Smith.  They  had 
a  daughter,  Louise  Edmon  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Ohio,  but  neither  her 
married  name  nor  her  address  are  available  at  present.  David  Edmon  is  deceased 
and  is  buried  at  St.  Albans,  West  Virginia. 


1  Among  some  of  the  later  generations  the  "d"  seems  to  have  been  dropped 
from  the  name.  Others  still  retain  it. 
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Bert  Edmon  and  Bertha  Higgins  Family 


Bert  Edition  was  born  March  27,  1887.  He  married  Bertha  Higgins.  They  have 
a  son,  Donald  Edmon.  who  is  in  the  U.  S.  Air  Force.  Bert  Edmon  lives  at 
Ashland,  Kentucky. 

Timothy  0.  T„  Edmon  and  Josephine  Evans  Family 

Timothy  0.  T.  Edmon  was  born  September  5,  1889.  He  married  Josephine 
Evans.  They  have  one  daughter,  Jaynie  Edmon  who  married  Charles  Freeland. 

They  have  two  children:  Teresa  Ann  Freeland  and  Charles  Freeland. 

Florida  Edmon  and  Dick  Carter  Family 


Florida  Edmon  was  born  January  4,  1891.  She  married  Dick  Carter  on  July 
12,  1908.  They  had  two  children: 

Nettie  Carter  married  0.  C.  Riley  at  Charleston.  They  have  two 
children:  Wiliam  Monroe  Riley  and  Carol  Sue  Riley.  The  Rileys  live  at  Dunbar, 

W„  Va.,  where  they  own  and  operate  Riley's  Department  Store. 

James  Reece  Carter  married  Charlotte  Nebergall  at  Nitro,  W.  Va. 

They  have  one  daughter,  Judy  Carter. 

Mrs.  Florida  (Edmon)  Carter's  present  (second)  husband  is  John  I,  Whited 
who  was  born  in  Roane  County,  W.  Va.  They  live  at  Charleston,  W.  Va. 

Nettie  Edmon  and  Bernard  Geiger  Thomas  Family 

Nettie  Edmon  was  born  June  1,  1894.  She  married  Bernard  Geiger  Thomas 
on  April  17,  1917.  He  was  born  at  Rush,  Kentucky,  in  1896.  He  died  at  McCluney, 
Ohio,  in  February  1930.  They  had  four  children.  Nettie  married  Charles  A. 
Schmauck  on  November  11,  1938.  They  live  at  Ashland,  Kentucky. 

Harold  Franklin  Thomas  was  born  June  9,  1918.  He  married  Fannie 
Marie  Middleton.  They  have  three  children: 

Eva  Carlvne  Thomas  was  born  October  21,  1942,  at  Ashland,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  James  Bernard  Thomas  was  born  January  25,1947  at  Ashland,  Kentucky. 

Dale  Woodson  Thomas  was  born  January  5,  1950,  at  Ironton,  Ohio.  The  Harold 
Franklin  Thomas  family  live  at  Batavia,  Ohio. 

Mildred  Lucille  Thomas  was  born  December  b,  1919.  She  married  Troy 
Wayne  Warnock.  of  Greenup,  Kentucky,  on  April  26,  1941,  at  Ashland,  Kentucky. 

They  have  three  children: 

Karen  Lucille  Warnock  was  born  at  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  on  Decem¬ 
ber  2,  1942.  Gerald  Wayne  Warnock  was  born  at  Ashland,  Ky.,  on  October  21, 

1946.  Ruth  Ann  Warnock  was  born  at  Ashland,  Ky. ,  January  8,  1952. 

Katherine  Ruth  Thomas  was  born  January  19,  1922.  She  married  William 
Edgar  Martin  on  November  1,  1947.  They  live  at  Ashland,  Kentucky. 
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Florida  Evelyn  Thomas  was  born  June  6,  1925,  at  Phoenix,  Arizona. 

She  married  D.  A.  McMullin.  of  Williamson,  W.  Va.  They  live  at  Cincinnati, 

Ohio.  They  have  three  children: 

Charles  Franklin  McMullin  was  born  at  Ashland  on  April  5,  1945. 
Robert  Alden  McMullin  was  born  October  20,  1946,  at  Williamson.  Gary  Thomas 
McMullin  was  born  November  3,  1948  at  Ashland,  Ky. 

Family  of  Rev.  Brvan  Edmond  and  Laura  Thomas 

William  Jennings  Brvan  Edmond,  known  as  Brvan  Edmond. was  born  August29, 
1896,  in  Lawrence  County,  Kentucky.  He  was  the  eighth  of  the  ten  children  of 
Malinda  A.  Leslie  and  Albert  Reece  Edmond,  and  is  the  grandson  of  the  Reverend 
David  Kenerley  Leslie.  He  is  a  Methodist  Minister  and  until  quite  recently 
has  been  living  at  East  Fork,  Kentucky.  His  wife  was  Laura  Thomas. daughter  of 
Henry  G.  Thomas  and  Zarilda  Artist.  They  were  married  at  Ironton,  Lawrence 
County,  Ohio,  on  March  23,  1921.  They  are  now  living  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Reverend  Bryan  Edmond  and  Laura  Thomas  Edmond  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children.  Information  regarding  these  children  and  their  families  follows: 

The  naming  of  their  birthplaces  gives  a  clue  to  the  ^ourneyings  of  this  minister 
and  his  family  through  the  years. 

Berneice  Edmond  was  born  January  19,  1922  at  Ft.  Gay,  Wayne  County, 
West  Virginia.  She  was  married  on  August  15,  1941,  at  Ironton,  Ohio,  to  Ray 
W.  Easterling. son  of  Lewis  Fredrick  Easterling  and  Maggie  Hollingsworth,  of 
Carter  County,  Kentucky.  Her  husband’s  parents  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ray  Easterling  reside  at  Trace,  on  a  rural  route  out  of  Rush,  Kentucky. 
They  have  three  children: 

Norma  Jean  Easterling  was  born  August  8,  1942;  Brenda  Kay 
Easterling  was  born  June  2,  1945;  and  Ray  Edmon  Easterling  was  born  March  26, 
1947. 

Clovce  G.  Edmond  was  born  September  26,  1923,  in  New  Boston,  Scioto 
County,  Ohio.  He  was  married  on  November  23,  1946,  at  Russell,  Kentucky,  to 
Lena  Rose  Adams,  daughter  of  Robert  Adams  (now  deceased)  and  Inez  Bates  Adams 
who  is  now  Mrs.  Lemaster  and  lives  at  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio. 

Cloyce  G.  Edmond  is  a  mechanic  and  is  employed  by  Allis  Chalmers  Tractor 
Company  at  Central,  Ohio.  Their  children  are  Rita  Lynn  Edmond,  born  November 
14,  1947;  and  Cathy  Ann  Edmond,  born  Sept.  1953. 

Dacca  Vee  Edmond  was  born  September  20,  1925,  at  Ashland,  Kentucky. 
She  was  married  in  Ashland  on  May  7,  1945  to  Richard  Eugene  Paling. son  of  Snow 
Paling  and  Sarah  (Rose  )  Paling  of  Columbus,  Ohio.  They  were  the  parents 
of  three  children;  two  daughters  and  a  son: 

Sherri  Laurene  Paling. born  October  4,  1946;  Rickie  Gayle  Paling. 
born  October  14,  1948;  and  Richard  Eugene  Paling  Jr.,  born  April  19,1950. 

Dacca  Vee  Edmond  (Paling)  was  married  to  H.  H.  Stephen  on  January  22,1955, 
and  resides  in  Elkhart,  Kansas. 
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Zari  Laverne  Edmond  was  born  April  16,  1927,  in  Ashland,  Ky.  She 
was  married  on  September  6,  1943  at  Greenup,  Kentucky,  to  Homer  Braxton 
Prichard,  son  of  Brack  B.  Prichard  and  Nellie  Burns  Prichard  of  Bolts  Fork, 

Ky.  They  are  residing  at  Kingsville,  Texas,  where  he  is  stationed  at  the 
Naval  Air  Base.  They  have  two  children: 

Fernecia  Fran  Prichard  was  born  July  15,  1945;  and  Chrvsis 
Yvonne  Prichard  was  born  October  6,  1953. 

Timothy  O,  T.  Edmond  was  born  April  20,  1929,  at  Kilgore,  Ky. ,  in 
Carter  County.  He  married  December  27,  1949,  to  Georqene  Conn,  daughter  of 
David  Conn  of  Floyd  County,  Kentucky.  He  is  a  baker  at  the  A.6P.  Bakery  in 
Columbus,  Ohio.  They  reside  in  Columbus  and  have  two  children:  Suanne  Edmond, 
born  January  9,  1951;  and  Connie  Lee  Edmond,  born  March  11,  1955. 

Uel  Kenneth  Edmond  was  born  November  8,  1930  at  New  Boston,  Scioto 
County,  Ohio.  He  was  married  at  Rush,  Kentucky  in  May  1955  to  Carmia  Sue 
Justice,  daughter  of  Lily  Justice  and  Charlie  Justice,  of  Floyd  County, Ken¬ 
tucky.  Kenneth  works  in  the  A.&. P.  Bakery  in  Coltanbus,  Ohio,  in  which  city 
they  reside. 

Jennings  Andrew  Edmond,  youngest  of  the  seven  children  of  the 
Reverend  Bryan  Edmond  and  Laura  Thomas,  was  born  February  12,  1935,  at  New 
Boston,  Scioto  County,  Ohio.  He  is  unmarried.  He  resides  at  Columbus,  Ohio 
and  is  an  assembler  at  Westinghouse.  Jennings  is  a  high  school  graduate 
and  had  one  semester  at  Ohio  State  University.  Fie  is  taking  a  correspondence 
course  in  electrical  engineering  and  plans  to  complete  college  work  in  this 
field. 

George  Edmon  and  Marie  Bartram  Family 

George  Edmon  was  born  October  15,  1898.  He  married  Marie  Bartram.  They 
live  at  Flemingsburg,  Kentucky,  where  he  is  in  the  hardware  business.  They 
have  four  children: 

Wilma  Alene  Edmon  is  married  to  _ .  George  Jr.  Edmon: 

Donald  Edmon:  and  Clara  Edmon. 

Drew  Edmon 


Drew  Edmon.  the  10th  of  the  10  children  of  Malinda  A.  Leslie  and 
Reece  Edmon,  was  born  December  13,  1900.  He  died  January  5,  1909  and 
at  East  Fork,  Kentucky. 


Albert 
is  buried 
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George  W.  Leslie  and  Catherine  Workman 


George  W.  Leslie,  son  of  Rev.  David  Kenerly  Leslie  and  Alafair  Arthur, 
was  born  in  Boyd  County,  Kentucky,  on  November  11,  1866.  He  was  married  on 
Dec.  24,  1877  to  Catherine  Workman,  daughter  of  Chilton  Workman  of  Lawrence 
Co.  They  had  no  children.  They  lived  on  East  Fork  in  Boyd  County,  Kentucky, 
where  he  operated  a  general  merchandise  and  grocery  store.  The  land  for  the 
Methodist  church  there,  the  pulpit  of  which  was  recently  occupied  by  his 
nephew,  Bryan  Edmond,  was  donated  by  this  couple.  George  Leslie  died  in 
August  1926.  Catherine  W.  Leslie, his  widow,  died  December  1949.  They  are 
buried  in  the  Hogan  Cemetery  on  East  Fork  of  Little  Sandy  in  Boyd  County. 

Clara  A.  Leslie  and  Adam  Harmon 


Clara  A.  Leslie.  daughter  of  Rev.  David  K.  Leslie  and  Alafair  Arthur, 
was  born  in  Boyd  County,  Kentucky,  on  July  8,  1869.  She  married  Adam  Harmon 
on  Jan.  17,  1883.  They  had  no  children.  Her  husband  was  a  minister  of  the 
M.  E.  Church  South.  She  died  in  January  1906.  Both  are  buried  on  their  farm 
on  Cat's  Fork  of  Big  Blaine  in  Lawrence  County,  Kentucky. 

Esther  Emma  Leslie  and  Thomas  Rice 


Esther  Bnma  Leslie.  5th  of  the  10  children  of  the  Reverend  David  Kenerly 
Leslie  and  Alafair  Arthur,  was  born  in  Lawrence  County,  Ky.  on  March  9,1872. 
She  was  married  in  March  ,1893,  to  Thomas  Milton  Rice,  son  of  the  Reverend 
Matthias  Rice  and  Susan  Bruce,  of  Lawrence  Co.,  Ohio.  Thomas  Rice  was  a 

sawmill  worker  in  early  years,  later  he  was  a  merchant  and  salesman.  The 

family  resided  in  Lawrence  Co.  at  Hulette,  Mavity,  and  Catlettsburg,  Boyd  Co. 

Ky.  Esther  died  on  March  20th,  1949  and  is  buried  in  the  Vanhorn  Cemetery 
near  Buchanan  Lawrence  Co.  Ky.  Her  husband  preceded  her  in  death  on  June 
14th,  1924,  and  is  buried  in  Catlettsburg  Cemetery.  Their  four  children  were: 

Rubv  Ethel  Rice  and  Valerian  Bvron  Queen 

Ruby  Ethel  Rice  was  born  at  Hulette,  Ky.  on  Feb.  19,  1894.  She  attended 
the  elementary  schools  and  one  year  of  high  school.  She  was  married  on  June 
1,  1912,  to  Valerian  Byron  Queen,  son  of  John  and  Haley  Queen.  Her  husband 
died  on  July  1,  1925.  She  was  later  married  to  John  Smith,  on  Dec.  14,  1933, 
who  died  on  April  9,1955.  Ruby  Ethel  has  worked  at  various  things:  in  defense 
plant  during  World  War  II  ;  in  a  hospital;  and  in  department  stores.  Her  home 
is  in  Findlay,  Ohio.  The  children  of  the  first  marriage  are  given  below: 
(Ethel  Rice  also  had  three  children  who  died  in  infancy,  Thomas  Queen.  Leslie 
Queen,  and  a  daughter  dead  at  birth. ) 

Garnett  Gavnelle  Queen  was  born  on  March  12,  1916,  in  Lawrence  Co., 
Ky.  She  attended  grade  and  high  school  in  Boyd  Co.  Ky.  She  was  married  on 
Jan.  17,  1936  to  Frank  Zattoo  Billups,  son  of  Fred  and  Clara  Billups.  Her 
husband  is  employed  at  the  Kenova  Terminal  Co.  Their  children  are:  Janet 
Lee  Billups,  born  on  Dec.  23,  1937,  who  graduated  from  Ceredo-Kenova  High 
School  in  1955;  and  Sandra  Kay  Billups,  born  March  3,  1941,  who  is  a  student 
at  Ceredo-Kenova  High  School.  They  live  at  Kenova,  W.  Va. 
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David  Byron  Queen  was  born  on  Oct.  27,  1919,  at  Ashland,  Ky.  He 
graduated  from  Guyan  Valley  High  School  at  Branchland,  W.  Va.  He  served 
three  years  in  the  U„  S.  Air  Force,  being  stationed  in  India  for  more  than 
two  years.  He  is  not  married,  and  is  Assistant  Superintendent  of  a  Refinery 
in  Findlay,  Ohio,  which  is  owned  by  the  Ashland  Oil  Co.  He  lives  at  Findlay. 

Lotus  Catherine  Queen  was  born  in  Ashland,  Ky.  on  July  14,  1921. 

She  graduated  from  Ceredo-Kenova  High  School,  and  worked  as  a  secretary  in 
a  defense  plant  during  World  War  II.  She  was  married  on  June  27,1944,  to 
Raymond  B.  Stiltner,  who  works  for  a  contractor  in  Williamson,  W.  Va.  They 
have  three  sons:  David  Ray, Stiltner  .born  on  Nov.  6,1947;  Johnny  Hopkins 
Stiltner,  born  on  March  23,  1949;  and  Michael  Byron  Stiltner  born  Feb.  11, 

1955.  They  live  in  Williamson,  W.  Va. 

Mary  Sue  Smith. the  only  child  of  Ethel's  second  marriage,  was 
born  on  Nov.  20,1934.  She  attended  grade  and  high  school  in  Kenova,  W.  Va. 

She  was  married  on  Feb.  23,  1951,  to  William  Jennings  Jarrell. son  of  Jennings 
and  Adabelle  Jarrell.  He  is  employed  by  the  W.  Va.  State  Road  Commission.  They 
have  two  children:  Kathy  Sue  Jarrell,  born  on  Aug.  3,  1951;  and  Gregory 
Allen  Jarrell,  born  Dec.  28,  1954.  They  live  in  Ceredo,  W.  Va. 

David  Matthias  Rice  and  Carrie  Vanhorn 

David  Matthias  Rice  was  born  on  Jan.  10,  1896,  at  Hulette,  Ky.  He 
attended  elementary  school,  completing  the  8th  grade.  He  enlisted  in  the  U. 

S.  Army  April  18,1917,  and  was  with  the  famous  Second  Division  in  combat  all 
through  France.  He  was  married  on  July  28,1917,  to  Carrie  Vanhorn,  daughter 
of  D.  B.  and  Permelia  Vanhorn.  She  was  born  on  April  3,  1896.  David  is  a 
brakeman  on  the  C.  &  0.  Railroad.  He  is  a  Democrat  and  a  Southern  Methodist. 

He  is  of  quiet  disposition,  has  no  particular  hobbies.  His  health  is  not 
good,  and  he  is  not  able  to  work  all  the  time.  He  and  his  wife  own  a  farm 
near  Buchanan,  Ky.  and  spend  part  of  their  time  there.  The  family  resides, 
however,  in  Kenova,  W.  Va.  Their  children: 

Arberta  Fay  Rice  was  born  March  17,  1920.  She  was  an  invalid  all  her 
life,  and  died  on  March  17,  1955,  her  35th  birthday.  She  is  buried  in  the 
Vanhorn  Cemetery,  near  Buchanan,  Ky. 

Sarah  Wilma  Rice  was  born  on  April  22,  1922.  She  attended  Lawrence  Co. 
schools.  She  was  married  on  Jan.  14,  1938  to  Elmer  Lee  Mosley. son  of  James 
and  Viola  Mosley,  born  on  Oct.  22,  1912.  They  have  three  children:  Ghetonda 
Sue  Moslevborn  Aug.  9,1939;  David  Lee  Mosley. born  Nov.  20,1944;  and 
Benjy  J.  Mosley. born  on  Sept.  5,  1954.  Elmer  Lee  Mosley  is  employed  at 
Sears  Roebuck  Co.  Ashland,  Ky.  and  their  home  is  in  Kenova,  W.  Va. 

Susan  Alafair  Rice  and  Harry  Milton  Bailey 

Susan  Alafair  Rice  was  born  on  Aug.  7,  1898,  near  Mavity,  Ky.  in  Boyd 
Co.  She  finished  elementary  school  and  business  school  and  worked  as  steno¬ 
grapher  and  book-keeper  for  several  years.  She  was  married  on  Aug.  9,1919, 
to  Harry  Milton  Bailey. son  of  J.  P.  and  Mary  Carrol  Bailey,  of  Huntsville, 

0.  They  live  at  Kenova,  W.  Va.  where  they  operate  a  general  merchandise 
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store.  They  are  Republicans,  Presbyterians,  and  live  a  quiet  life,  having 
no  particular  hobbies  and  very  few  outside  interests.  They  take  no  active 
part  in  politics,  but  concentrate  on  their  home,  business,  and  church  work. 
Their  children: 

Robert  Carroll  Bailey  was  born  on  June  25,  1920.  He  graduated 
from  Ceredo-Kenova  High  School  in  1937,  and  from  Marshall  College  in  Hunting- 
ton,  W.  Va.  in  1941,  with  a  B.E.S.  degree,  cum  laude.  He  served  in  the  Naval 
Reserve  during  World  War  II  and  now  holds  a  Commission  as  Lieutenant  Commander 
in  the  Naval  Reserve,  on  inactive  duty.  He  worked  in  the  Office  of  the  U. 

S.  Engineers  in  Huntington,  W.  Va.  for  several  years  after  leaving  the  service. 
Since  1953  he  has  been  Supt.  of  Maintenance  of  buildings  and  Grounds  at  the 
Waverly,  Ohio  Atomic  Energy  Plant,  as  an  employee  of  Goodyear  Rubber  Co.  He 
is  quiet,  studious,  is  a  Presbyterian,  takes  no  public  part  in  politics.  He 
has  taken  several  correspondence  courses  since  leaving  college,  one  in  archi¬ 
tecture,  one  in  Short  Story  Writing,  and  one  or  two  connected  with  the  Navy. 
His  main  interest  is  reading  and  studying.  He  was  married  in  1942  to  Anna 
Roberta  Workman. who  was  a  public  school  teacher.  They  have  one  son  Robert 
Carroll  Bailey,  Jr. .(Robin)  born  on  Jan.  26,  1944.  The  family  resides  in 
Kenova,  W.  Va. 

Thomas  Rice  Bailey  was  born  on  Sept.  25,  1923  at  Kenton,  Ohio.  He 
graduated  from  Ceredo-Kenova  High  School  in  1941.  He  attended  Marshall  Col¬ 
lege  in  Huntington  for  two  years,  then  entered  the  Naval  Reserve,  on  inactive 
duty.  After  leaving  the  service  he  entered  the  University  of  Louisville, 

Ky.  where  he  received  a  B.S.E.E.  degree  in  1947.  He  served  as  Instructor 
in  the  University  of  Louisville  Engineering  School  for  5  years,  and  at  present 
is  an  Electronics  Engineer  with  the  Howard  Hughes  Aircraft  Co.  in  Los  Angeles, 
Calif.  He  is  a  Presbyterian,  takes  no  public  interest  in  politics.  His  hobby 
is  making  furniture  for  his  home,  and  model  building.  He  was  married  on  Oct. 
26,  1946,  to  Dixie  Lee  Logan.  Their  son,  Phillip  Roger  Bailey,  was  born  on 
Dec.  15,  1948,  at  Louisville,  Ky.  Their  daughter,  Barbara  Sharon  Bailey. 
was  born  on  Feb.  22,  1952,  at  Louisville,  Ky.  They  reside  in  Lancaster, 
California. 


Jo  Ann  Bailey  was  born  on  Feb.  19,1929,  in  Kenova,  W.  Va.  She 
graduated  from  Ceredo-Kenova  High  School  in  1946  and  worked  as  a  secretary 
for  several  years.  She  is  a  Methodist  and  her  main  interest  besides  her  home 
and  family  is  reading.  She  was  married  on  Nov.  6,  1945,  to  Glen  Joseph  Norman  , 
son  of  Glen  and  Mary  Norman.  He  is  employed  by  the  Goodyear  Rubber  Co.  at 
the  Waverly,  Ohio,  Atomic  Energy  Plant.  Their  daughter  Rosanne  Norman  was 
born  on  Oct.  10,  1948,  and  their  son,  Glen  Thomas  Norman,  was  born  on  July 
6,1955.  They  live  in  Kenova  W.  Va. 

Aza  Rice  and  Charles  Edward  Leibee 

Aza  Rice  was  born  on  May  5,  1901,  at  Hulette,  Ky.  She  lived  with  her 
grandparents.  Rev.  D.  K.  Leslie  and  his  wife,  Alafair.  She  attended  grade 
school,  and  on  May  20,  1918,  was  married  to  Charles  Edward  Leibee.  son  of 
James  and  Elizabeth  Leibee.  They  were  married  in  Boyd  Co.  Ky.  They  are 
Methodists,  Ed.  Leibee  being  at  one  time  a  licensed  Methodist  minister.  He 
is  employed  at  present  at  the  Youngstown  Steel  Car.  Co.  at  Niles,  Ohio,  but 
their  home  is  at  Hardy,  Ky.  where  he  was  an  employe  of  the  Eastern  Coal  Co. 
for  about  20  years.  They  take  no  active  part  in  politics,  their  main  interest 
being  working  in  the  Church.  Their  children: 
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Donald  Lee  Leibee  was  born  on  Feb.  3,  1919,  at  Rush,  Ky.  He  spent 

his  childhood  in  Boyd  Co.  Ky. ,  until  7  years  old.  He  attended  grade  school 

at  Hardy,  Ky.  and  graduated  from  Belfry  High  School  in  1939.  He  spent  l!-2 
years  in  the  army  during  World  War  II.  He  saw  action  in  the  Philippines. 

He  is  a  Mason  and  is  of  the  Methodist  belief.  He  worked  about  12  years  in 
the  coal  mines  in  Pike  Co.  Ky.  and  at  present  is  employed  by  Youngstown  Steel 
Zar.  Co.  at  Niles,  0.  as  a  guard.  He  was  married  on  Feb.  27,1939  to  Betty 
Merle  Webb,  daughter  of  William  and  Victoria  Webb.  They  have  two  children, 

Judith  Lee  Leibee.  born  Sept.  23,  1940;  and  Donald  Allen  Leibee.  born  Sept. 

7,  1945.  Their  home  is  at  Hardy,  Ky. 

Charles  Homey  Leibee  was  born  on  Jan.  9,  1921,  at  Rush,  Ky.  He 
spent  his  first  5  years  in  Boyd  Co.  Ky.  and  attended  grade  school  at  Hardy, 

Ky.  and  l!£  years  at  Belfry  High  School.  He  spent  3?2  years  in  the  Army  in  the 
European  area  during  World  War  II  crossed  the  English  Channel  with  the 
invading  forces  on  D-day  plus  3,  and  was  in  the  Battle  of  the  Bulge.  He  is 
af  Methodist  belief.  He  worked  in  the  mines  in  Pike  Co.  Ky.  for  about  11 
years,  and  is  at  present  employed  by  the  Youngstown  Steel  Car.  Co.  as  a 

welder,  at  Niles,  0.  He  was  married  in  April  ,1950,  to  Dorothy  Ball,  daugh¬ 

ter  of  George  and  Martha  Ball.  They  have  no  children.  They  live  in  Niles, 0. 

Kathleen  Leibee  was  born  July  21,  1923,  at  Rush,  Ky.  She  went  to 
Hardy,  Ky.  at  the  age  of  3,  where  she  went  through  the  8th  grade  of  school, 
she  worked  in  defense  plants  in  Detroit  and  in  New  Jersey  during  World  War  II. 

She  is  a  Methodist.  She  was  married  on  Aug.  8,  1946  to  Jake  Burchett.  Jr. 
son  of  Jake  and  Pearl ie  Burchett.  Her  husband  also  served  in  the  Army  during 
World  War  II.  They  have  no  children.  Their  home  is  in  Niles,  Ohio,  where 
he  is  employed. 

Milton  Byron  Leibee  was  born  on  Feb.  28,  1925,  at  Ashland,  Ky.  He 
vent  to  Hardy,  Ky.  when  1  year  old  and  attended  grade  school  at  Hardy  Ky. 
and  Belfry  High  School  for  2'z  years.  He  also  attended  Mayo  Vocational  School 
at  Paintsville,  Ky.  and  Radio  School  at  Lexington,  Ky.  He  spent  2f i  years 
in  the  Army  during  World  War  II  and  saw  action  in  Okinawa.  He  is  of  Methodist 
aelief.  He  worked  about  8  years  in  the  coal  mines  in  Pike  Co.  Ky.  At  present 
he  is  employed  as  a  guard  at  the  Youngstown  Steel  Car.  Co.  at  Niles,  Ohio. 

His  home  is  in  Hardy,  Ky.  He  was  married  on  Feb.  12,  1948  to  Dixie  Canada, 
daughter  of  Victor  and  May  Canada.  They  have  three  children;  Gary  LerQy  Leibee. 
born  Nov.  30,1948;  Aza  Karol  Leibee.  born  Nov.  28,1949;  and  Diane  Leibee.  born 
Dec.  23,  1954. 

Johnie  Ray  Leibee  was  born  Sept.  20,  1927,  at  Hardy,  Ky.  He  attended 
grade  school  at  Hardy,  Ky.  and  graduated  from  Belfry  High  School  in  1945.  He 
enlisted  in  the  Army  on  his  18th  birthday,  and  was  in  the  Army  of  Occupation 
in  Japan  for  2  years.  He  is  of  Methodist  belief,  and  has  been  employed  for 
the  past  ten  years  as  a  printer  with  the  Williamson  Daily  News,  at  Williamson, 

W.  Va.  His  home  is  in  Toler,  Ky.  He  was  married  on  Jan.  6,  1950  to  Celia 
Pearl  Justice,  daughter  of  Leonard  and  Minnie  Justice.  They  have  one  child 
Deborah  Ann,  born  on  Dec.  12,  1953. 

Rita  Ann  Leibee  was  born  on  Aug.  18,1940,  at  Williamson,  W.  Va.  She 
has  lived  at  Hardy,  Ky.  with  her  family  all  her  life.  She  finished  the  8th  grade 
at  Hardy,  Ky.  and  is  a  Sophomore  at  Belfry  High  School.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  Hardy  Methodist  Church. 
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The  Family  of  James  E.  Leslie  and  Nancy  Nunley 


James  E.  Leslie,  remembered  as  "Eli”,  was  born  October  18,1874.  He  was 
married  on  January  11,  1896  to  Nancy  Nunley. daughter  of  Louis  Nunley  and 
Cynthia  Daniels  Nunley,  of  Lawrence  County,  Kentucky.  James,  or  "Eli",  was 
a  farmer  and  a  grocer.  He  died  in  March  1939  and  his  wife  died  in  1940. 

They  are  both  buried  at  Scioto  Furnace,  Ohio.  They  had  five  children: 

The  Reverend  Garrett  Leslie  lives  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio;  Zora  Leslie 
is  deceased;  Carl  Leslie  lives  at  Sciotoville,  Ohio;  Margie  Leslie  is  deceased; 
Edaar  Leslie  lived  at  Davis,  California,  when  last  contacted  by  our  informant. 

The  Family  of  Almeda  Leslie  and  W.  M,  Stewart 

Almeda  G.  Leslie  was  born  in  Boyd  County,  Kentucky,  on  August  22,  1877. 
She  was  married  to  W.  M.  Stewart,  of  Lawrence  County,  Kentucky  on  April  11, 
1895.  He  was  a  grocer.  They  resided  at  Estep,  Kentucky.  Almeda  died  at 
Portsmouth,  Ohio,  on  November  28,  1921,  and  is  buried  in  Greenup  County, Ken¬ 
tucky. 

The  Stewarts  were  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Clarance  Stewart. 
Fred  Stewart.  Emma  Stewart  (lives  at  Hillsboro,  Ohio),  Everett  Stewart. 

Tolly  Stewart.  James  Stewart.  Thurman  Stewart,  and  Margie  Stewart.  The  last 
named  married  Truman  Adkins  and  lives  at  Peebles,  Ohio.  'They  have  three 
children  living. 


The  Family  of  Grace  Leslie  and  Curt  Estep 

Grace  Leslie  was  born  at  Whites  Creek,  Boyd  County,  Kentucky,  on  Oct 
25,  1880.  She  married  Curtis  Estep,  son  of  John  Watson  Estep  and  Julia  Tawney, 
of  Hewett,  Boone  County,  Kentucky.  Curtis  Estep  was  born  Feb.  6,  1879,  at 
Portsmouth,  Ohio.  They  were  married  on  July  31,  1905. 

Curt  Estep  was  a  mail  carrier  for  almost  35  years,  most  of  the  time  out 
of  Buchanan,  Kentucky,  and  also  for  a  time  in  W.  Va.  For  most  of  their  mar¬ 
ried  life  they  resided  at  ^chanan.  Grace  was  a  member  of  Prichard  Memorial 
Methodist  Church  at  that  place.  She  was  devoted  to  her  family.  Her  hobbies 
were  making  artificial  flowers  and  gardening.  Mr.  Estep  enjoyed  fishing, 
swimming,  and  boating. 

Grace  Leslie  Estep  died  November  7,  1951  at  Ashland  and  is  buried  in 
the  Rose  Hill  Cemetery  at  that  place.  Mr.  Estep  has  retired  and  is  now  living 
in  Ashland.  Four  of  their  children  the  eldest,  Mrs.  Ruby  Hall,  and  three  un¬ 
married  sons  live  with  him.  The  single  daughter,  Johnnie  Estep,  is  employed 
at  the  Commercial  Bank  at  Grayson,  Kentucky,  and  resides  at  that  place. 
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e  Family  of  Rubv  Estep  and  Lee  Hall 

Rubv  Estep  and  Lee  Hall  were  married  on  April  11,  1923.  To  them  were 
irn  two  children,  Leonora  Hall  born  Feb.  24,  1924  and  Calvin  Hall  born  Jan. 

;,  1926,  both  at  Buchanan,  Ky.  Their  father  died  March  24,  1927  when  Calvin 
is  only  14  months  old.  The  family  then  lived  with  their  mother’s  parents. 

Leonora  Hall  graduated  from  High  School,  took  a  business  course 
: d  was  employed  in  Bridgeport,  Connecticut.  She  married  Lloyd  Van  Ornum 
om  Wisconsin.  They  now  live  in  Berlin,  Wisconsin  where  her  husband  is  a 
eld  man  for  Pure  Milk  Co.  They  have  one  son,  Leslie  Van  Ornum. born  Dec. 

.*>,  1953.  They  belong  to  the  Congregational  Church. 

Calvin  Hall  was  in  the  Navy  for  two  years  and  was  in  the  Invasion 
i  Luzon  and  Leyte  and  is  now  employed  by  the  American  Rolling  Mills  in  Ashland 
Intucky.  He  is  married  and  lives  at  Buchanan,  Ky. 

Mrs.  Ruby  Estep  Hall  makes  her  home  with  her  father  and  three  unmarried 
lothers.  Her  hobbies  are  crocheting  and  making  quilts.  She  also  plays 
ano  and  organ.  Shg  formerly  taught  music  and  played  at  Prichard  Memorial 
1‘thodist  Church  at  Buchanan,  but  now  is  a  member  of  Centenary  Methodist  at 
j hi and. 

hnnie  Estep  (Miss) 

(Miss)  Johnnie  Estep,  the  second  daughter  of  Grace  Leslie  and  Curtis  Estep 
employed  in  Commercial  Bank  at  Grayson,  Kentucky,  where  she  has  worked  for 
e  past  26  years.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

.lian.  Charles  and  Douglas  Estep 

The  three  Estep  sons  are  all  musical  and  also  like  outdoor  activities. 

'ey  play  most  stringed  instruments.  They  are  unmarried  and  live  at  home  with 
leir  father  and  eldest  sister. 

Julian  Estep  was  in  the  U.  S.  Air  Force  for  four  years  and  7  months, 

:rving  in  South  America  and  Mexico. 

Charles  Estep  was  in  the  Army  for  3  years  and  9  months,  three  years  of 
lich  was  spent  overseas  in  Italy  and  North  Africa  as  a  member  of  Military 
lice.  He  hunts  and  fishes  and  plays  the  guitar  as  his  favorite  instrument. 

Douglas  Estep  is  a  sheet  metal  worker.  He  plays  the  violin,  chiefly,  and 
kes  baseball  and  other  sports. 

John  P.  Leslie  and  Kate  Leibee 

John  P,  Leslie  was  a  son  of  Rev.  David  K.  Leslie  and  Alafair  Arthur  Leslie 
;  was  born  in  Lawrence  County,  Kentucky,  on  May  27,  1883.  He  was  married 
i  June  17,  1908  to  Kate  Leibee.  daughter  of  James  Leibee  and  Lizzie  Rucker, 

•  Catlettsburg,  Kentucky.  At  the  time  of  their  marriage  he  lived  at  Chadwick 
•eek,  Kentucky,  but  moved  to  Huntington,  West  Virginia.  He  died  at  Huntington 
i  July  1947  and  is  buried  at  that  place.  John  P.  Leslie  and  Kate  Leibee  were 
ie  parents  of  five  children: 
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Marvin  Leslie,  lives  in  Huntington.  Hildred  Leslie  married  W.  Roscoe 
Hall  on  Feb.  19,  1937  and  lives  in  New  Boston,  Michgan.  Catherine  Leslie  mar¬ 
ried  _  Lee  and  lives  in  Huntington.  Ruth  Leslie  married  Hall 

and  also  lives  in  New  Boston,  Michigan.  James  Leslie  lives  in  Huntington. 

Family  of  Alafair  Leslie  and  Jacob  J.  Leibee 

Alafair  Leslie,  daughter  of  Reverend  David  K.  Leslie  and  Alafair  Arthur, 
was  born  at  Fallsburg,  Lawrence  County,  Kentucky,  on  Aug.  3,  1889.  She  was 
the  youngest  of  ten  children.  On  April  28,  1909,  she  was  married  at  Catletts- 
burg,  Kentucky,  to  Jacob  J.  Leibee.  son  of  James  Leibee  and  Elizabeth  Rucker 
Leibee.  He  was  born  June  30,  1884,  at  Rush,  Kentucky,  on  Trace  Fork  of  the 
East  Fork  of  Little  Sandy  River.  He  was  a  timberman  and  carpenter.  They  have 
four  children  and  seven  grandchildren.  They  now  reside  in  Ashland,  Kentucky. 

David  F.  Leibee.  the  eldest  of  the  Alafair  Leslie  and  Jacob  Leibee 
children,  was  born  March  8,  1910.  He  entered  the  military  service  May  12, 

1942  and  served  until  Sept.  1,  1945.  He  was  with  the  44th  Troop  Carrier 
Squadron  ,  316  T.  C.  Group.  He  was  overseas  for  29  months  and  two  days  of 
his  three  years,  three  months  and  20  days  of  service.  He  was  awarded  the 
E.A.M.E.  Theater  Ribbon  with  nine  Bronze  Stars-  Egypt-  Lybia;  Tunisia;  Sicily; 
Naples-Foggia;  Rome-Arno;  Normandy;  Central  Europe;  Northern  France;  and 
Rhineland.  He  was  also  awarded  the  Distinguished  Dnit  Citation  with  two  Oak 
Leaf  Clusters,  the  Good  Conduct  Ribbon,  and  the  Presidential  Citation. 

David  F.  Leibee  was  married  on  October  20,  1951  to  Clema  Grace.  His  wife 
was  born  May  27,  1912,  at  Louisa,  Kentucky.  David  is  a  meat  cutter  by  trade. 
They  live  in  Ashland.  They  have  no  children  of  their  own,  but  a  step-son, 
Billy  Joe  Harlem,  13  years  of  age  at  this  writing,  lives  with  them. 

James  M.  Leibee  was  born  Feb.  1,  1914.  He  was  married  Oct.  14,1937 
to  Ruby  Johnson.  They  have  three  children:  Paul  Davis  Leibee.  born  Sept.  16 
1938;  James  R.  Leibee.  born  Sept.  30,  1940;  and  Linda  Lee  Leibee.  born  April 
5,  1944. 


Edmona  Leibee.  third  of  the  children  of  "Allie"  and  "Jake"  Leibee 
was  born  August  17,  1918.  She  was  married  on  May  5,  1945  to  Garrett  Ramey  . 

He  is  a  7-up  distributor.  They  live  in  Ironton,  Ohio.  They  have  one  son, 

Gary  Ramey,  born  August  17,  1949  at  Ashland,  Ky. 

Mary  Frances  Leibee  was  born  Oct.  18,  1926.  She  married  Arthur  Leo 
Tipton  on  Sept.  7,  1947.  They  reside  in  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  where  Mr7  Tipton 
is  Assistant  Manager  of  Production  and  Planning  at  Detroit  Steel  Company.  They 
have  three  children:  Janis  Dianne  Tipton,  born  Sept.  18,  1948;  Cathy  Rae  Tipton 
born  June  7,  1950;  and  Joseph  Kevin  Tipton  born  June  23,  1953.  All  were  born 
at  Portsmouth,  Ohio. 


96 


Grace  Leslie  Estep  (center)  and  daughters,  Ruby  and  Johnnie  Estep. 


Alafair  Leslie  Leibee  and  husband 
Jake  Leibee:  1942. 


The  family  of  Esther  Emma  Leslie 
Rice:  Seated — Ethel  Rice  Smith 
and  David  M.  Rice;  standing, 
Susan  Rice  Bailey,  and  Aza  Rice 
Leibee. 
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ROBERT  LESLEY 


(Second  Generation  —  Son  of  William  Robert  Lesley) 

Robert  Lesley,  the  younger  of  the  two  sons  of  William  Robert  Lesley,  was 
born  in  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  on  October  25,  1763.  His  service  during 
the  Revolutionary  period  and  afterwards,  as  well  as  his  life  as  a  pioneer  in 
the  early  settlements  in  Southwest  Virginia  and  in  Kentucky,  are  discussed  in 
the  preceding  pages.  He  was  married  in  Montgomery  County,  Virginia,  on  May 
18,  1707  to  Elizabeth  Compton  of  Leesburg,  Virginia.  The  names  of  Elizabeth's 
parents  are  not  known. 

Robert  and  Elizabeth  Compton  Lesley  were  the  parents  of  15  children,  nine 
daughters  and  six  sons.  The  first  ten  were  born  on  the  Bluestone  in  Virginia. 
The  last  five  of  the  children  were  born  at  the  Lesley  settlement  on  John's 
Creek  in  what  was  at  the  time  of  their  birth,  Floyd  County,  Kentucky,  but  which 
since  1821  has  been  in  Pike  County,  Kentucky.  A  brief  summary  of  family  data 
is  given  below.  Subsequent  pages  contain  detailed  information  regarding  each 
member  of  this  large  family.  Robert  Lesley  died  in  1822  and  Elizabeth  his 
wife  died  in  1837.  Both  are  buried  in  the  family  plot  on  John's  Creek,  Pike 
County,  Kentucky. 

The  Family  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Compton  Lesley 

Hannah  Lesley  b.  May  22,  1789,  m.  Hiram  Stratton,  resided  in  Floyd  Co.  Ky. 
Elizabeth  Lesley  b.  Jan. 29, 1791, m.  Isaac  Jackson,  resided  in  Pike  Co.  Ky. 

Adah  Lesley  b.  May  20,  1792,  m.  Edward  Milam,  resided  in  Scioto  Co.  0. 

Allen  Lesley  b.  July  9,1793,  m.  Elizabeth  Bennett,  resided  in  Pike  Co.,  Ky. 
Rachel  Lesley  b.  Aug.  31,  1794,  m.  Thomas  Pinson,  resided  in  Edgar  Co.,  Ill. 
Jemima  Lesley  b.  July  4,  1796,  Unmarried,  resided  in  Pike  County,  Ky. 

Cynthia  Lesley  b.  March  3,  1798,  Unmarried,  resided  in  Pike  County,  Ky. 

Esther  Lesley  b.  March  17,  1799,  Unmarried,  resided  in  Pike  County,  Ky. 

Milton  Lesley  b.  Nov.  29,  1800,  m.  Rhoda  Walker,  resided  in  Illinois. 

Harvey  Lesley  b.  Feb.  5,  1802,  Unmarried,  lost  on  Oregon  Trail  in  1849. 
Pharmer  Lesley  b.  May  22,  1803,  m.  Mary  Jane  Bevins,  resided  in  Pike  Co.,  Ky. 
Amos  Lesley  b.  May  25,  1804,  m.  Lucinda  Meade,  resided  in  Edgar  Co.,  Ill. 

Naomi  Lesley  b.  Dec.  29,  1805,  m.  James  Madison  Jackson,  resided  in  Pike  Co. 
Martin  Lesley  b.  Nov.  14,  1807,  m.  Sarah  B.  Auxier  (Mayo),  resided  in  Pike  Co. 
Luna  Lesley  b.  Jan.  30,  1809,  m.  H.  K.  Bevins,  resided  in  Pike  Co.,  Ky. 
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HANNfcH  LESLEY 


(Third  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Daughter  of  Robert  Lesley) 

Hannah  Lesley  was  the  eldest  of  the  15  children  born  to  Robert  Les¬ 
ley  and  Elizabeth  Compton  Lesley.  She  was  born  on  May  2,  1789  in  what 
was  at  that  time  Montgomery  County,  Virginia,  but  which  became  Tazewell 
County  in  1800.  In  1802  she  came  with  her  parents  and  several  younger 
brothers  and  sisters  to  the  Lesley  Settlement  on  John's  Creek  in  what  was 
at  that  time  Floyd  County,  Kentucky.  This  area  is  now  in  Pike  County  which 
was  formed  in  1821. 

When  Hannah  Lesley  was  about  16  years  of  age  she  was  married  to  Hiram 
W.  Stratton  who  became  a  Methodist  Minister.  Rev.  Stratton,  died  in  1817, 
shortly  after  a  return  from  Illinois  to  which  place  he  had  gone  with  Jonathan 
Mayo  who  had  made  a  settlement  there.  They  were  the  parents  of  at  least 
four  children,  and  it  is  believed  that  another  little  daughter,  whose  name 
is  unknown,  may  have  died  as  a  little  child. 

Hannah  Lesley  Stratton  died  in  either  late  1833  or  early  in  1834.  There 
is  some  basis  for  a  belief  that  both  Hiram  and  Hannah  are  buried  on  what  was 
known  as  the  McGuire  farm  on  lower  John's  Creek  in  Floyd  County. * 

The  descendents  of  one  daughter  of  Hannah  Lesley  and  Hiram  Stratton 
have  been  traced  and  information  concerning  them  is  made  a  part  of  this 
history.  Scant  information  has  been  uncovered  regarding  those  of  one  son, 
but  it  is  believed  that  his  family  also  was  numerous.  One  of  the  sons  did 
not  marry,  and  the  other,  although  married  twice,  had  no  children  by  either 
marriage. 

The  children  of  Hannah  Lesley  and  Hiram  W.  Stratton  were:  Mary  Stratton, 
who  iras  known  more  widely  as  "Polly",  and  who  married  tfrn.  J.  McGuire,  and  is 
believed  to  have  been  the  eldest;  Milton  Stratton,  who  married  Martha  B.  Les¬ 
ley:  Hiram  W.  Stratton,  who  was  known  by  the  name  of  Wilson  Stratton  and 
who  never  married  ;  and  Solomon  Stratton,  who  married  twice,  first  to  _____ 
_ ,  and  second  to  Mary  E.  Jones. 


1  The  statments  made  in  these  paragraphs  are  based  on: 

Floyd  County,  Kentucky  Census:  1850  giving  age  of  "Mary"  McGuire  as  44. 

Henry  P.  Scalf  in  Floyd  County  Times  re  Jonathan  Mayo  Settlement 

in  Edgar  County,  Illinois. 

Floyd  County,  Kentucky  Census:  1810  gives  Hiram  Stratton  as  having  two 
"Females  under  10". 

Deed  dated  January  8,  1834  disposing  of  some  of  Hannah’s  property  speaks 
of  her  as  "deceased"  and  is  signed  by  four  of  her  children,  and  the 
spouses  of  two.  (Pike  County  Deed  Book  A  1  pp  371-372). 

Personal  reminiscences  of  a  descendant. 
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MILTON  STRATTON 


(  Fourth  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Son  of  Hannah  Lesley  ) 

Milton  Stratton. the  son  of  Hannah  Lesley  and  Hiram  W.  Stratton,  was 
born  about  1810  in  Floyd  County,  Kentucky.  The  exact  date  is  not  known 
at  this  time.  He  was  married  in  Pike  County  on  September  17,  1829,  to 
Martha  B.  Lesley. a  daughter  of  John  Lesley.  Martha  was  thus  a  first  cousin 
of  Milton's  mother  and  the  couple  would  then  be  second  cousins. 

Milton  and  Martha  B.  (Lesley)  Stratton  are  believed  to  have  removed 
about  1834-37  to  Twelvepole,  at  the  mouth  of  Drift,  near  where  the  town 
of  Genoa,  West  Virginia,  now  stands.  A  grandson,  A.  W.  Stratton,  was  a 
farmer  living  in  fairly  recent  years  near  the  head  of  white’s  Creek,  he 
being  the  son  of  Hiram  R.  Stratton. 

Although  some  effort  has  been  made  to  locate  the  descendants  of  this 
couple,  no  further  information  has  as  yet  been  made  available. 


Solomon  Sratton 

(Fourth  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Son  of  Hannah  Lesley) 

Exact  date  is  not  available,  but  it  is  believed  that  Solomon  Stratton 
was  born  about  1815.  (at  the  time  of  his  second  marriage  on  May  12,  1869,  he 
gave  his  age  as  54  years.)  The  name  of  his  first  wife  and  the  date  of  their 
marriage  has  likewise  not  been  definitely  established.  However,  one  family 
researcher  has  reached  the  conclusion  that  the  Solomon  C.  Stratton  who  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth  Stratton  in  Floyd  County  on  Dec.  18,  1834  was  the  Solomon 
Stratton  who  is  the  subject  of  this  sketfch.  However,  he  used  no  initial  in 
signing  another  document  earlier  the  same  year;  and  later  documents  referring 
to  him  did  not  use  any  initial. 1  The  certificate  issued  to  Solomon  C.  Stratton 
and  Elizabeth  Stratton  on  Dec.  18,1834  named  her  guardian  as  Henry  C.  Harris 
and  did  not  give  her  father's  name.  (File  976,  Floyd  Co.  Marriages).  The 
ceremon)  wras  performed  by  Phillip  Strother  M.G.  M. E.C. 

Solomon  Strattons'  second  marriage  was  on  May  12,  1869,  in  Floyd  County, 
and  was  to  Mary  E.  Jones,  daughter  of  Evan  Jones,  of  North  Wales,  and 
(name  of  her  mother  not  given),  of  South  Wales.  The  bride's  age  was  given 
as  24  and  that  of  the  groom  was  given  as  54.  The  bride  was  from  Gallia,  Ohio. 

Solomon  Stratton  was  a  merchant  and  had  a  store  and  lived  on  the  farm 
now  known  as  the  Amos  Spears  farm  on  John's  Creek.  It  is  understood  that 
there  were  no  children  by  either  marriage.  In  his  will,  probated  at  the 
June  1885  term  of  Floyd  County  Court,  provision  was  made  only  for  his  wife, 

Mary  E.  Stratton,  and  for  his  brother  H.  W.  (Wilson)  Stratton  who  had  never 
married  and  who  had  made  his  home  with  him  for  many  years.  Solomon  lived 
in  Prestonsburg  for  several  years  before  his  death. 


1  The  deed  disposing  of  a  portion  of  his  mother's  property;  and  his  own 
will  probated  in  1885,  are  the  documents  referred  to  here. 
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MARY  ("POLLY")  STRATTON 


(Fourth  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Daughter  of  Hannah  Lesley) 

Mary  Stratton,  who  was  known  as  "Polly",  is  believed  to  have  been  the 
eldest  of  the  four  (perhaps  five)  children  of  Hannah  Lesley  and  Hiram  W. 
Stratton,  The  exact  date  of  her  birth  is  not  known  at  the  present  time,  but 
is  believed  to  have  been  in  1806,  She  was  married  in  Floyd  County,  Kentucky, 
on  April  3,  1827,  to  William  J.  McGuire.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  Nathan¬ 
iel  M.  Talbott.  The  certificate  was  issued  by  Jacob  Mayo,  Clerk  of  Floyd  Coun¬ 
ty  Court.  Her  father  was  "deceased"  at  that  time  and  consent  was  given  by 
Hannah,  her  mother. 

The  McGuire's  lived  in  Floyd  County  on  John’s  Creek  on  a  large  farm  which 
has  remained  until  fairly  recently  in  the  hands  of  descendants.  The  original 
house,  which  was  log,  at  least  in  the  center  portion,  was,  as  time  went  on 

covered  over  with  weatherboarding  and  ceiled  inside,  but  remained  standing, 

and  was  enlarged  and  built  onto.  How  much  of  this  additional  work  was  done 
during  Polly's  day,  is  not  known.  It  is  safe  to  say,  however,  that  its  reputa¬ 
tion  for  hospitality  and  its  mission  as  a  wayside  inn  for  travelers  in  both 
directions  up  and  down  John's  Creek,  was  probably  established  in  her  day. 

More  than  100  years  have  passed  since  she  reigned  as  its  mistress. 

The  McGuires  were  the  parents  of  nine  children.  When  her  youngest  was 
only  17  months  of  age,  "Polly"  McGuire  was  thrown  from  a  horse  and  her  death 
resulted  within  a  few  days.  This  was  in  the  latter  part  of  1851,  in  either 

October  or  December.  The  date  on  the  tombstone  has  been  almost  obliterated 

but  was  interpreted  as  Dec.  6,  1851  when  examined  recently.  She  was  buried 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill  just  back  of  her  home  in  what  was  known  years  later 
as  the  Ratliff  Graveyard.  Another  graveyard  which  lay  further  down  the 
slope  was  later  designated  as  the  McGuire  Graveyard.  It  has  been  said  that 
Polly's  parents  were  also  buried  near  where  she  was  laid  to  rest. 

A  few  years  ago,  almost  100  years  after  her  death,  the  entire  area  round¬ 
about  was  flooded  for  the  Dewey  Dam,  and  many  of  the  bodies  were  removed  to 
other  cemeteries.  The  remains  of  "Polly"  and  some  of  the  others  were  taken 
to  a  "Government"  cemetery  at  Auxier,  Kentucky,  established  for  the  purpose. 
The  stone  which  had  stood  at  her  grave  in  the  family  graveyard  through  all 
the  years  was  also  removed  and  placed  at  her  grave. 
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The  Family  of  John  McGuire  and  Jane  Spears 


John  McGuire. eldest  of  9  children  of  Mary  Stratton  and  Wm.  J.  McGuire,  was 
born  about  1829  (?)  on  John's  Creek,  Floyd  County,  Ky.  He  married  Jane  Spears. 
daughter  of  Spencer  Spears.  They  had  three  daughters: 

Satch  McGuire  m.  Bornie  Foley.  They  had  nine  children:  Wallace,  whose 
daughter  Sylvia  Foley  m.  Jas  H.  Nunnery,  son  of  John  Riley  Nunnery  and  Addie 
Scalf;  they  have  one  child,  Jas.  H.  Nunnery.  Jr.  b.  8-8-1943.  Mr.  Nunnery,  a 
teacher  and  grocer  at  Prestonsburg,  died  at  age  62.  Only  the  names  of  the  other 
8  Foley  children  are  available:  Amie.  Garland.  John  T. .  Mintie.  Lula.  01 lie.  Joe 
and  William  Foley. 

Rosa  McGuire  m.  Ezekiel  Damron.  Rosa  died  at  23  yrs  and  is  buried  at 
Ft.  Gay,  W.  Va.  They  had  three  children: 

Rebecca  Jane  Damron  b.  10-31-1880;  m.  Rutherford  Spears. a  prominent 
teacher  in  Pike  County,  Ky.  He  d.  in  1936;”  she  d.  10-28-1950,  and  is  buried  at 
Bowles  May  Cemetery  on  John's  Creek.  They  had  three  children: 

Beatrice  Spears  b.  3-17-1903;  m.  Thos.  Bowles  May.  They  had  four  childrai : 
Thos.  Bowles  May.  Jr.  who  m.  Janice  Clay  and  lives  in  Dayton,  0.;  Willie  B.  May 
is  m.  and  has  two  children,  lives  in  Detroit;  Barbara  Jean  May  m.  Earnest  R.  Taylor. 
and  has  two  sons.  Earnest  R,  Taylor.  Jr.,  and  George  Reed  Taylor,  and  lives  in 
Detroit.  The  4th  May  child  is  Jack  Rudolph  May  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Detroit. 
After  Mr.  May's  death,  Beatrice  married  Edgar  Thompson  (now  deceased)  and  had 
three  children:  Ed  Devon  Thompson.  Betty  Lou  Thompson: and  Trimble  Rediford  Thompson. 
all  unmarried.  Beatrice  is  now  married  to  Ralph  Ifrancisco  but  they  have  no  children. 

Mvrtella  Jane  Spears  b.  2-12-1905;  m.  Wm.  W.  Barrett,  an  attorney  of  Pikeville, 
Ky.  He  died  8-16-1943.  They  had  one  daughter,  Willa  Florence  Barrett. b.  7-4-1938, 
now  in  school  in  California.  Myrtella  is  now  married  to  L.  D.  Reed,  of  Pond  Creek, 
,b.  12-26-1895,  employee  of  Ky.  State  Hwy  Dept.  They  have  daughter,  Rebecca  Lynn 
Reed,  b.  11-12-1951.  Myrtella  is  a  stenographer. 

Wallace  Alvin  Spears. b.  10-20-1910;  m.  Lois  Gilliam:  one  child,  Lewis 
Rutherford  Spears.  Wallace  m.  second  Mayme  Partin. of  CSmpbellburg,  Ky.  Two  daugh¬ 
ters:  Monecha  Jean  and  Alvena  Lynn  Spears.  Family  resides  in  Upland,  California. 

Mr.  Spears  employed  by  Kaiser  Steel  Co.,  Fontana,  Calif. 

Wallace  Pem  Damron  m.  Virgie  Preston:  one  child,  Bert  Damron. 

Wallace  Pem  Damron  died  about  1930. 

Martin  Luther  Damron  b.  8-12-1884;  m.  Florence  Charles  11-17-1908. 
They  have  2  daughters:  Gladys  Mvrtella  who  m.  Hershel  Johnson  and  has  one  daughter, 
Sandra  Kay  Johnson:  Hazel  Eleanor  Damron  m.  Claude  II.  Brown  and  have  2  sons: 

Charles  Robert  and  Jack  Iiayward  Brown.  These  families  all  live  at  Millard,  Pike 
County,  Kentucky. 

Minta  McGuire,  third  daughter  of  John  McGuire,  ra.  Jim  Romans.  They  had 
no  children.  No  further  information  was  obtained. 
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Harvey.  James.  Rhoda.  Nancy  Jane.  Alexander,  and  Casimer  McGuire 


Of  the  nine  children  of  Mary  (Polly)  Stratton  and  Wn.  J.  McGuire, 
information  is  sadly  lacking  concerning  the  six  named  above.  The  little 
that  is  available  is  combined  herein.  Source  of  the  information  is  more 
or  less  family 'lore  handed  down  through  the  families  of  the  three  children 
whose  family  data  is  fairly  complete.  Our  main  source  has  been  the  daughters 
of  Solomon  McGuire,  viz:  Mrs.  Minta  Marshall,  Mrs.  Ninnie  Spears,  Mrs.  Lula 
Eppling,  and  Mrs.  Lyda  Porter. 

Harvey  McGuire,  the  second  son,  was  born  about  1833.  He  never  mar¬ 
ried.  He  lived  at  home  until  a  young  man.  His  father  gave  him  $200.  He 
gave  half  to  a  friend  to  accompany  him  to  Texas.  He  wound  up  inAfchnore, 
Oklahoma,  and  lived  with  his  younger  brother,  Casimer  (Cass)  who  had  a  cotton 
plantation  there.  He  remained  in  the  "west"  for  many  years,  and  when  he 
returned  he  was  an  old  man.  He  lived  then  with  his  younger  brother  Solomon 
at  the  old  home  place.  It  is  to  his  "Yarns"  and  reminiscences  that  the  nieces 
and  nephews  owe  some  of  their  hearsay  knowledge  of  earlier  days.  He  was 
buried  on  the  McGuire  farm  on  John's  Creek,  but  his  remains  were  removed  to 
the  McGuire  Cemetery  near  Louisa,  along  with  others  when  the  land  was  flooded 
for  Dewy  Dam.  The  exact  dates  of  his  birth  and  death  are  not  available. 

James  McGuire  was  born  about  1835.  It  is  thought  by  some  that  he 
fought  in  the  Civil  War,  but  this  point  has  not  as  yet  been  fully  established. 
There  is  one  James  M.  McGuire,  a  Confederate  soldier,  3rd  Sgt.  mustered  in 
at  Prestonsburg,  Kentucky,  October  26,  1861,  transferred  to  Battn  Wn.  Mynhers 
October  5,  1862,  which  may  be  the  James  McGuire  who  belonged  to  this  family. 
(Floyd  Co.  Confederate  Soldiers'  Record,  Page  352). 

Rhoda  McGuire,  otherwise  known  or  referred  to  in  some  records  as 
Loviska  or  Lodowisha  McGuire,  was  born  about  1838.  She  was  married  to  Troy 
(Stroldie)  Vaughan.  A  story  is  told  regarding  their  courtship.  It  seems  that 
Rhoda's  father,  "Uncle  Billy  McGuire",  as  he  was  known,  was  opposed  to  her 
interest  in  this  young  man.  She  attended  a  quilting  party  in  defiance  of 
her  father's  wishes  and  there  met  Vaughan.  Uncle  Billy  heard  about  it  and 
rode  to  the  scene  and  "ordered"  Rhoda  to  "get  her  bonnet  and  follow  him". 

He  mounted  the  steed  with  her  behind  him  and  rode  away  home.  Despite  his 
efforts,  however,  she  married  Vaughan,  and  it  is  said  that  she  was  disin¬ 
herited  by  her  father  for  so  doing. 

The  Troy  Vaughans  are  said  to  have  gone  to  Missouri  and  there  raised  a 
large  family,  but  the  whereabouts  of  any  descendants  is  not  known. 

Nancy  Jane  McGuire  was  born  about  1840.  She  first  married  Will 
Shortridqe.  They  separated.  Many  years  later  she  bought  a  farm  on  Cats  Fork 
of  Blaine  and  lived  alone  for  many  years.  She  then  married  Jim  Carter  when 
they  were  both  "along  in  years  and  were  very  happy".  His  nickname  was  "Slasher? 
They  visited  her  brother  Solomon.  Minta  McGuire  Marshall,  our  informant, remem¬ 
bers  a  visit  she  and  her  Aunt  Esther  Ritchie  made  to  see  her  Aunt  Nancy  Jane. 
They  rode  horseback  for  two  days  each  way,  were  gone  a  week  and  had  a  nice  visit, 
Jim  Carter  was  a  fanner.  He  died  before  his  wife  did  and  both  are  buried  at 
Fallsburg  Cemetery  in  Lawrence  County,  Kentucky. 


Alexander  (Bud)  McGuire  was  born  about  1842.  He  went  west  as  a 
young  man  and  his  family  never  heard  from  him  again.  He  was  thought  to 
have  been  killed  by  Indians. 

Casimer  McGuire  was  born  about  1048.  He  was  married  to  Viola  Short- 
ridge  (or  Ousley?).  They  went  west  to  Ardmore,  Oklahoma,  where  they  had  a 
cotton  plantation.  When  they  left  Kentucky  they  had  one  child,  Willie  May 
McGuire.  Their  descendants  are  believed  to  be  living  in  the  west  but  no  con¬ 
tact  has  been  had  with  them  for  many  years,  perhaps  not  since  Harvey  McGuire 
returned  to  the  east  after  spending  many  years  with  them. 


Family  of  Esther  Elizabeth  McGuire  and  Thomas  J.  Ritchie 

Esther  Elizabeth  McGuire,  daughter  of  Mary  Stratton  and  Wm.  J„  McGuire,  b.  8- 
20-1844,  in  Floyd  County,  Ky.  Married  2-17-1869  to  Thos.  J.  Ritchie,  b.  12-16- 
1842,  Scott  Co.,  Va.  She  d.  6-30-1908;  he  d.  12-13-1929.  They  had  four  children: 

Mary  Belle  Ritchie  b.  12-25-1869;  m.  5-26-1889  to  Thos.  Lee  Porter, 
son  of  Sam’l  Walker  Porter  and  Susan  Mayo,  dau.  Jacob  Mayo.  Mr.  Porter,  a  farmer, 
lumberman,  and  insurance  representative.  He  retired  1932,  resided  in  Pikeville, 
and  died  10-12-1949.  Mrs.  Porter  died  3-18-1954.  They  had  6  children,  all  born 
in  Prestonsburg,  Ky. 

Samuel  Walker  Porter  III,  b.  2-27-1890;  grad.  1910  0.  Northern  U. 
Sch.  of  Pharmacy,  and  with  fater  established  first  drug  store  in  Floyd  County. 

Good  business  man  and  interested  in  development  of  town  and  county;  untimely 
death  9-9-1912  when  only  22  years  of  age  was  keenly  felt  by  the  entire  community. 

Susan  Esther  Porter,  b.  3-16-1894;  m. 12-1 6-1 920  to  John  Reynolds 
Heron,  of  Dalton,  Ga„,  a  merchant.  Resided  in  Florida.  He  died  in  Pikeville, 
5-18-1936.  No  children.  Mrs.  Herron  lives  in  Pikeville  and  is  employed  in 
laundry;  active  in  church  work  and  has  been  member  of  official  board  of  the 
Methodist  Church  for  several  years. 

Lena  T.  Porter. b.  11-29-1897;  taught  school;  is  treasurer  East  Ky. 
Beverage  Co.,  Pikeville,  Ky.  Is  active  in  church  and  civic  affairs.  Unmarried. 

Marnaret  Belle  Porter. b.  1-4-1900;  taught  4  years  in  Floyd  County; 
m.  10-4-1926  to  Geo  G.  Alley. son  of  James  W.  Alley.  Alley  family  is  from  Tazewell 
Co.,  Va.  Husband  has  been  in  ill  health  for  several  years.  Mrs.  Alley  employed 
at  Bob  Francis  Apparell  Shop.  No  children. 

Julia  Grace  Porter,  b.  10-10-1911;  m.  11. F.  Hall  4-18-1935.  Mrs. 

Hall  is  a  teacher  in  Pikeville  City  Schools.  One  child.  Sue  Marnaret  Hall  b.  1- 
14-1936;  m.  7-3-1954  to  Robt.  Lee  Charles,  son  of  David  Charles  of  Pikeville.  They 
live  in  Frankfort,  Ky.  where  Mr.  Charles  is  a  draftsman  with  State  Ihvy.  Dept.  One 
child,  Robt.  Lee  Charles  II.  born  2-6-1955. 
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James  Millard  Fillmore  Ritchie,  b.  11-20-1872;  m.  first  to  Rebecca  Kasl 
of  Morgan  County,  Ky.  She  was  b.  2-12-1869;  d.  4-11-1938.  Their  children  live  ii 
Illinois:  Leila  Susan  Ritchie. b.  June  1902,  m.  12-24-1934  to  Chester  Ross,  b.  Api 
1891;  no  children.  Lena  Thomas  Ritchie. b.  March  1906;  m.  in  1922  to  Chalmer 

McClure. b.  May  1902;  Their  children:  Norma  McClure,  b.  7-22-1923;  m.  8-25-1940 

to  Hhi.  W.  Stanford,  had  one  child,  Wm.  David  Stanford,  b.  3-4-1942.  Katherine 
McClure. b.  5-11-1927,  m.  8-24-1945  to  Acel  B.  Modlem:  no  children.  Janice  Sue 

McClure. b.  12-8-1931,  m.  7-14-1943  to  Jack  T.  Boyd. 

James  Millard  Fillmore  Ritchie,  m. 2nd  to  Stella  _  in  March  1926. 

Their  children  also  live  in  Illinois:  Virginia  Ritchie,  b.  5-11-26,  m.  Jas.  R. 
Harriman.  one  child,  Sheila  Sue  Harriman.  b.  8-11-1947.  Doris  June  Ritchie. 
b.  5-12-1927,  m.  first  to  Charles  Cox. one  child,  Michael  Alan  Cox,  b.  10-14-1947, 
Doris*  2nd  m.  Paul  A.  Johns.  James  Millard  Ritchie.  Jr.,  b.  12-17-1933,  m.  Wilma 
Lawyer,  two  children:  James  Allen  Ritchie. b.  $-9-1952.  and  Pamela  Kim  Ritchie. 
b.  8-15-1954. 


Florence  Anqeline  Ritchie 

Florence  Anqeline  Ritchie  was  the  third  child  of  Esther  Elizabeth  Mc¬ 
Guire  and  Thomas  J.  Ritchie.  She  was  born  August  5,  1876  in  Floyd  County, 

Ky.  She  was  married  three  times  and  had  one  daughter  by  the  first  marriage. 

Her  first  husband  Williams  Olev  Adamson  was  the  son  of  Malcolm  Adamson 

and  Nancy  Jane  Dillon  Adamson.  They  were  married  on  May  _  1895  in  Montgomery 

County,  Kentucky.  He  was  a  railroad  conductor  and  later  engaged  in  farming  in 
Harrison  County,  Kentucky.  He  died  _ . 

The  second  husband  was  William  Warwick  whom  Florence  married  on  Sept.  4, 
1912  in  Knoxville,  Tenn.  He  died  on  Sept.  29,  1927.  She  married  John  P. 
McCarrell  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.  Feb.  10,  1929.  Her  husband  died  March  15,1953. 
Mrs.  McCarrell  now  lives  in  Frankfort,  Ky. 

The  only  child  of  Florence  Ritchie  and  Williams  Olev  Adamson  was 
Carrie  Adamson  who  was  born  Feb.  22,  1896,  in  Mt.  Sterling,  Montgomery  Co., 

Ky.  Carrie  first  married  Ernest  Claiborne  Lisle,  a  farmer,  on  October  21, 

1914.  He  was  the  son  of  Marcus  Claiborne  Lisle  and  Lizzie  Bean  Lisle,  of 
Clark  County,  Ky.  They  have  one  child  Elizabeth  Buckner  Lisle  who  was  born 
March  31,  1917.  She  was  married  to  William  Wilson  McAdams  on  Jan.  22,  1953. 

He  is  an  attorney  in  Philadelphia.  They  live  at  Radnor,  Pa. 

Carrie  Adamson  (Lisle)  married  William  Kidd  Allan  of  Winchester,  Ky.  on 
Sept.  5,  1920.  He  was  the  son  of  James  Chilton  Allan  and  Nancy  Kidd  of  Clark 
Co.  Mr.  Allan  was  engaged  in  the  jewelry  business.  Mrs.  Allan  is  now  map 
Librarian  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky  and  resides  in  Frankfort,  Ky. 
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Solomon  Worth  McGuire 


Solomon  Worth  McGuire  was  the  youngest  of  the  nine  children  of  Mary 
("Polly")  Stratton  and  Wm.  J.  McGuire.  He  was  born  May  4,  1850,  at  Edgar, 
Kentucky,  on  John’s  Creek  in  Floyd  County,  Kentucky.  He  was  only  17  months 
old  when  his  mother  was  killed  by  being  thrown  from  a  horse  and  died  in  the 
latter  part  of  1851.  He  grew  up  on  the  McGuire  farm  and  although  his  father 
re-married  and  raised  a  large  family  by  his  second  wife,  Solomon  remained  on 
the  farm  and  in  time  became  owner  and  operator  of  a  farm  of  some  1,800  acres. 

Solomon  Worth  McGuire  was  a  Minister  in  the  Methodist  Church  and  was  a 
director  and  vice-president  of  the  Bank  Josephine  in  Prestonsburg,  Kentucky. 

He  was  married  twice,  both  times  on  John’s  Creek,  and  was  the  father  of  11 
children,  all  of  whom  were  reared  on  the  farm  and  in  the  home  handed  down  to 
them  from  their  grandparents.  This  home  was  a  very  popular  stopping  place 
for  travelers  up  and  down  John's  Creek,  both  for  overnight  and  for  the  noon¬ 
day  meal. 

The  first  wife  of  Solomon  McGuire  was  Sarah  Burchett. daughter  of  Flem 
Burchett  and  Martha  Perry  Burchett,  of  Floyd  County.  They  were  married  in 
March  1875.  She  was  the  mother  of  five  of  his  children:  Mintie  who  married 
Frank  Marshal  1 ;  Ninnie.  who  married  John  Walker  Spears:  Wm.  J.  McGuire  who 
married  three  times  (Alta  Wells.  Lizzie  Spears.  Mary  Fraley)  and  reared  three 
families;  Malcolm  McGuire. who  died  early  and  about  whom  no  further  information 
is  given;  and  Cora  McGuire  who  married  Jake  Crider. 

Solomon  McGuire's  second  wife  was  Callie  Wells.  They  were  married  at  the 
home  of  Lowey  Perry  on  Clark's  Branch.  They  had  six  children:  Garland,  born 
October  30,1889,  and  died  May  4,  1890  Lul a  who  married  F.  A,  Eplinq;  Fanny 
born  Dec.  18,  1892  and  married  R.  L.  Spradlin  and  lives  at  Lexington,  Ky. 

Frank  McGuire  who  was  born  September  18,  1894  and  died  November  12,  1947; 
Thomas  Milton  McGuire  who  married  Mima  Cooper: and  Lyda  McGuire  who  married 
J.  Graham  Porter. 


Solomon  Worth  McGuire  died  on  February  14,1934.  He  was  buried  in  the 
family  plot  on  the  McGuire  Farm.  However,  when  Dewy  Dam  was  built  and  the 
area  flooded,  his  remains  as  well  as  those  of  his  first  wife,  and  also  those 
of  his  two  sons  who  died  early  in  life,  were  taken  to  the  new  McGuire  Cemetery 
in  Lawrence  County,  Kentucky.  His  second  wife  Callie  Wells  McGuire  died 
January  2,  1944.  Her  remains  were  removed  to  the  Porter  Cemetery  near  Prestons¬ 
burg,  Kentucky. 

Information  regarding  the  children  of  Solomon  McGuire  and  his  two  wives 
and  their  families  follows  insofar  as  it  has  been  provided: 
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Family  of  Mintie  McGuire  and  Frank  Marshall 


Mintie  McGuire,  eldest  of  the  5  children  of  Solomon  Worth  McGuire  and 
Sarah  Burchett,  his  first  wife,  was  born  on  February  11,  1880,  on  the  McGuire 
farm  on  John's  Creek  in  Floyd  County,  Ky.  She  was  married  on  November  21,  1898, 
to  Frank  Marshall,  son  of  Hugh  and  Nancie  Marshall  who  lived  down  river  three 
miles  below  Prestonsburg,  Her  husband  was  a  farmer.  They  lived  for  a  time 
on  her  father's  farm  about  two  miles  from  the  home  place  where  she  continued 
to  help  entertain  the  many  guests  who  made  it  their  stopping  place  for  meals 
and  overnight  as  they  traveled  up  and  down  John's  Creek.  All  of  the  Marshall 
children  were  born  in  Kentucky.  The  Marshalls  went  west  in  late  April  1909 
and  for  many  years  have  lived  in  Elk  City,  Oklahoma.  Recently  her  husband 
celebrated  his  80th  birthday.  He  was  born  April  13,  1874. 

At  75,  Mintie  Marshall  raises  a  garden.  She  plants  and  hoes  it  herself. 
She  says  her  hair  is  gray  but  she  does  lots  of  work  taking  care  of  a  large  yard 
with  many  pretty  flowers.  Her  last  trip  back  to  Kentucky  was  about  1952.  She 
has  many  memories  of  her  childhood  and  young  womanhood  in  Kentucky.  She  was 
very  fond  of  her  family,  including  her  cousins  and  aunts  and  uncles.  One  high¬ 
light  of  her  childhood  was  when,  with  her  Aunt  Esther  Ritchie,  she  visited  her 
Aunt  Nancy  Jane  McGuire  and  her  husband, Jim  Carter  in  Lawrence  County  on  Cats 
Fork  of  Blaine.  This  was  a  journey  of  two  days  each  way  on  horseback.  Mintie 
has  memories,  too,  of  the  cemetery  on  the  home  farm  where  the  graves  of  her 
grandparents  and  others  were,  ^heir  bodies  were  all  removed  when  the  Dewey 
Dam  was  built  and  water  now  covers  the  farm.  Mrs.  Marshall  has  been  most  help¬ 
ful  with  information  and  reminiscences  of  her  early  days,  and  has  supplied  many 
pictures  for  this  history.  Her  brother  and  sisters  "bow"  to  her  as  the  family 
historian  and  describe  her  as  having  a  very  "alert  mind." 

The  Marshall  family  consists  of  mother  and  father  and  3  sons  and  two 
daughters. 


The  Minta  McGuire  and 
Frank  Marshall  family 
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Ola  Marshall,  eldest  of  the  five  children  of  Minta  McGuire  and 
Frank  Marshall,  was  born  on  April  11,  1901  in  a  log  house  on  a  farm  on  John's 
Creek,  Floyd  County,  Kentucky.  When  he  was  eight  years  of  age  the  family 
removed  to  Oklahoma,  near  Elk  City,  and  he  grew  up  on  a  farm  there.  He 
has  lived  on  a  farm  or  ranch  all  his  life  and  is  not  satisfied  unless  he  is 
working  with  stock,  good  horses  and  cattle.  He  always  has  dogs  and  horses. 

For  a  number  of  years  the  Ola  Marshall's  have  been  living  near  Siloam 
Springs,  Arkansas,  where  he  was  a  dairyman  as  well  as  a  farmer.  However,  in 
September  1955,  for  health  reasons,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshall  returned  to  Loma 
Linda,  California,  where  they  expect  to  make  their  permament  residence.  They 
had  resided  at  Loma  Linda  for  a  time  some  11  years  ago.  Mr.  Marshall  is  now 
employed  as  gardener  for  a  Seventh  Day  Adventist  institution. 

On  December  10,  1924,  Ola  Marshall  was  married  to  Irene  Stout.  They 
have  one  child,  Christine,  who  m.  _ ;  2  children,  Bobby  and  Jeane. 

Ola  remembered  his  mother  as  a  good  horsewoman  and  recalls  that  "horseback" 
was  the  principal  means  of  travel  in  Kentucky  when  he  was  a  child.  He  said  that 
his  mother  would  get  three  or  four  of  the  children  with  her  on  a  horse  and  go 
to  visit  some  of  the  relatives, frequently  a  days  journey.  He  recalls  her  tell¬ 
ing  the  children  about  a  big  revival  meeting  which  was  going  on.  "She  said 
there  was  always  a  crowd  at  Grandpa  McGuire's  during  these  revivals.  Mother 
had  just  washed  the  breakfast  dishes  and  stepped  outside  the  kitchen  to  throw 
out  the  dishwater  and  poor  Bent  Wells  got  it  from  head  to  feet.  He  was  standing 
in  the  middle  of  his  wardrobe,  so  mother  had  to  clean  his  clothes.  She  also 
told  about  how  she  and  some  other  young  folks  went  for  a  horseback  ride 
Dad  was  riding  a  high-spirited  horse  that  was  becoming  harder  to  handle  all 
the  time,  so  mother  took  her  and  got  along  nicely  with  her."  He  continues: 

"While  living  in  Kentucky  we  were  near  a  Methodist  Church,  and  Mother  always 
sent  me  to  Sunday  School  or  Church  even  when  she  couldn't  attend.  She  would 
tell  me  to  sit  on  the  front  row  of  seats  and  remember  the  preacher's  text  and 
be  sure  and  invite  the  preacher  home  with  me.  I  got  the  preacher  most  of 
the  time.  Mother  built  a  reputation  as  a  cook  while  a  girl  at  home  and  still 
can  make  the  finest  biscuits  one  ever  ate  whether  its  a  dozen  for  her's  and 
Dad's  breakfast  or  a  batch  for  the  threshing  crew". 

Margie  Marshall  is  the  second  of  the  five  Marshall  children.  She 
was  married  on  September  26,  1926,  at  Elk  City,  Oklahoma,  to  Forrest  D.  Monahan. 
Her  husband  was  employed  in  the  Public  Service  Company  of  Oklahoma  for  man} 
years.  Later,  the  family  entered  the  restaurant  business  in  Elk  City,  and 
have  operated  the  restaurant  known  as  Monahan's  (or  the  old  Coffee  Cup)  on 
Highway  66.  Her  husband  died  on  May  6,  1955  and  she  and  her  son,  Forrest  D. 
Monahan.  Jr.  are  continuing  to  operate  the  business.  Forest  D.  Monahan.  Jr. 
was  born  on  _  at  _ . 

Forrest  D.  Monahan,  husband  of  Margie  Marshall,  was  the  son  of  John  Monahan. 
He  was  born  at  Vici,  Oklahoma,  on  October  7,  1903.  The  family  came  to  Beckham 
County,  Oklahoma,  in  1905.  His  father  died  when  he  was  three  years  of  age.  His 
mother  lived  until  1947.  After  living  for  a  number  of  years  in  Oklahoma,  For¬ 
rest  moved  away  and  was  away  for  16  years  when  he  returned  to  make  his  home 
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in  Beckham  County.  He  was  a  veteran  of  3 !£  years  with  the  Navy  Seabees  during 
World  War  II,  and  was  a  member  of  VFW,  American  Legion  (Post  181)  and  other 
veterans  organizations,  as  well  as  of  the  Lions  Club  and  the  Masons. 

Mr.  Monahan  was  an  ardent  booster  for  the  development  of  U.  S.  66  High¬ 
way  in  western  Oklahoma  and  was  West  Oklahoma's  legislative  representative  for 
the  U.  S.  66  Highway  Association.  He  was  employed  by  the  Public  Service  of 
Oklahoma  for  many  years  before  entering  the  cafe  business  in  Elk  City.  He 
and  his  family  bought  the  old  Coffee  Cup  Cafe  located  on  West  Third  Street  and 
later  built  it  into  the  modern  Monahan's  Restaurant,  presently  located  at  1401 
West  3rd.  The  place  is  popular  with  citizens  and  tourists  alike. 

After  a  short  illness,  Forrest  D.  Monahan  died  on  Friday  May  6,  1955. 

The  funeral  was  held  at  the  First  Christian  Church  of  which  he  was  a  member, 
Rev.  Charles  Birner  officiating.  Graveside  rites  were  performed  by  American 
Legion  Post  181.  He  is  buried  in  Fairlawn  Cemetery. 

A  Resolution  memorializing  Mr.  Monahan  was  passed  by  the  State  Senate  on 
May  9,  1955,  having  been  introduced  by  Senator  Charles  Wilson. 

Angie  Marshall. third  of  the  five  children  of  Mintie  McGuire  and  Frank 
Marshall,  married  Luther  Hartman.  They  have  five  children,  four  of  whom  are 
married.  The  youngest  graduated  from  college  in  1955.  They  live  at  Sayre, 
Oklahoma. 

Vernon  Marshall  married  Ruth  Cortnev.  They  live  at  Willow,  Oklahoma. 
They  have  seven  children. 

Estell  Marshall  married  Bessie  Reed.  They  have  one  daughter, 

_  who  was  married  July  2,  1955  to  _ _ . 
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Minta  McGuire  Marshall 


Ola  Marshall  in  his  "One-hoss  Shay 


John  Walker  Spears 


Family  of  Ninnie  McGuire  and  John  Walker  Spears 


Ninnie  McGuire,  daughter  of  Solomon  Worth  McGuire  and  Sarah  Burchett, 
was  born  June  25,  1881  at  Edgar,  Ky.,  on  John’s  Creek  in  Floyd  County.  She 
was  the  second  of  the  children  born  to  this  couple. 

Because  of  the  death  of  their  mother  while  they  were  still  very  young, 
the  elder  McGuire  daughters  had  many  home  responsibilities.  These  duties  were 
even  heavier  because  of  the  fact  that  their  home  served  as  a  stopping  place 
for  over-night  and  mid-day  meals  for  travelers  either  way  through  the  valley, 
as  well  as  for  sawloggers  and  raftsmen  on  their  journeys  up  and  down  the  creek 
with  their  timber  which  they  floated  down  to  the  river  and  on  down  to  Catletts- 
burg  at  its  mouth. 

The  education  received  by  the  older  children  was  limited  to  what  could  be 
had  in  the  little  school  room  which  was  located  on  the  McGuire  farm  and  known 
as  the  McGuire  School. 

At  the  age  of  19,  Ninnie  became  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  At  25 
she  was  married  to  John  Walker  Spears  from  Odds,  Johnson  County,  Kentucky.  He 
was  the  son  of  John  Wesley  Spears  and  Arena  Hannah.  They  were  married  on  June 
1,  1907,  and  made  their  home  on  John's  Creek  near  the  mouth  of  Dix  Creek.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Walker  Spears  were  farmers  and  kept  a  small  grocery  store.  Mr. 
Spears  was  also  a  firewarden.  They  were  leaders  in  the  rural  social  activities 
which  centered  around  church  and  school.  Mr.  Spears  was  a  singing  teacher  and 
song  leader  and  often  took  his  family  on  very  enjoyable  journies  (no  salary 
for  this)  afoot,  horseback,  or  in  a  buggy.  They  sang  at  many  meetings  of  the 
Methodist  and  Baptist  churches.  They  received  no  salary  for  this.  Mr.  Spears 
was  also  a  leader  in  rural  education  and  was  one  of  the  local  school  trustees. 

He  died  Dec.  30,  1950  and  is  buried  at  Lancer,  Ky.  on  the  Ed  May  farm  (his 
daughter's  farm).  His  widow  and  unmarried  son  reside  at  Lancer. 

Ninnie  McGuire  Spears  and  John  Walker  Spears  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  three  of  whom  became  teachers;  one  a  beauty  operator;  one  a  miner 
and  a  merchant  and  also  a  veteran  of  World  War  II;  another  is  Chief  Warrant 
Officer  in  the  United  States  Navy;  one  is  a  machine  operator  and  fanner  and 
is  a  Korean  War  veteran;  and  one  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Spears,  at  74  years  of 
age,  still  enjoys  some  of  duties  of  a  farm  home.  She  takes  care  of  a  cow,  pigs, 
and  chickens,  and  raises  a  garden.  Nothing  interests  her  more  than  to  recount 
the  history  of  her  family;  and  it  is  to  her  that  we  are  indebted  for  much  of 
!  the  information  given  here  regarding  her  parents,  grandparents,  and  others. 

Her  son.  Bill  C.  Spears,  lives  with  her. 

Norma  Spears,  eldest  of  the  eight  children  of  Ninnie  McGuire  and 
John  Walker  Spears,  was  born  on  March  6,  1908,  at  Edgar  in  Floyd  County,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  She  was  educated  at  the  McGuire  Grade  School,  Prestonsburg  High  School, 
Pikeville  Junior  College,  Morehead  State  College,  Eastern  State  Teachers  College, 
Richmond,  Ky.,  and  the  University  of  Kentucky.  She  has  taught  in  the  Floyd 
County  public  schools  for  29  years  and  is  now  principal  of  the  Brandy  Keg  Grade 
[  School.  In  1940  she  was  chosen  as  one  of  the  5  outstanding  rural  teachers  in 
Floyd  Co. 
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Norma  Spears  was  married  September  3,  1927  to  J.  G.  Stepp,  the  son  of 
John  I.  Stepp  and  Dora  Clark,  of  John's  Creek.  Her  husband  is  a  farmer  and 
miner.  They  reside  at  Prestonsburg,  Ky.,  and  are  the  parents  of  one  son: 

John  Ted  Stepp  was  born  July  25,  1932,  at  Edgar,  Ky.  He  was  educated  in 
Sowders  Creek  Grade  School  on  John's  Creek,  Prestonsburg  High  School,  and  in 
Morehead  State  College.  While  studying  at  the  latter  school  he  volunteered 
for  the  U.  S.  Air  Force  on  December  21,  1951,  and  is  now  serving  in  Frankfort 
Germany.  He  is  a  S/Sgt.  and  is  in  60th  Field  Maintenance  Squadron.  He 
is  unmarried. 

Opal  Spears  was  born  October  25,  1909.  She  attended  the  local  schools 
and  graduated  from  High  School  at  Caney  Creek.  Colleges  attended  were:  Pikeville 
Junior  College,  Morehead  State  Teachers  College,  Eastern  Kentucky  State  Teachers 
College  at  Richmond,  Georgetown  College  and  the  University  of  Kentucky,  at 
Lexington.  She  has  been  a  teacher  in  the  ^loyd  County  public  schools  for  24 
years. 


Opal  Spears  was  married  on  February  12,  1933,  to  Edward  Eugene  May,  son 
of  Lee  Polk  May  and  Maggie  Ford,  of  Prestonsburg,  Kentucky.  Her  husband  is 
Manager  of  Kroger's  Store  at  Prestonsburg,  Ky.  He  served  in  World  War  II  and 
was  in  the  Battle  of  Okinawa.  They  had  two  children:  Joan  May,  born  November 
24,  1933  died  March  7,  1936.  Martha  Joyce  ("Joy")  May  was  born  September  25, 
1937.  Joy  graduated  as  co-valedictorian  of  the  Prestonsburg  High  School, 
Class  of  1955.  She  is  very  active  in  all  school  and  church  activities.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

May  Spears,  born  May. 8,  1912,  at  Edgar,  Kentucky,  was  educated  in 
the  local  schools  and  trained  at  Hellems  Beauty  School  in  Louisville,  Kentucky. 
Before  marriage  she  was  employed  as  a  beautician.  She  was  also  a  clerk  in 
Midlands  Store,  Prestonsburg,  Ky.  She  was  married  on  April  19,  1942,  to  W.  Rl 
Kendrick,  son  of  Evert  Kendrick  and  Janie  Clark,  of  John's  Creek.  Her  husband 
was  a  construction  contractor.  They  have  two  children:  William  Spears  Kendrick. 
born  December  28,  1946;  and  Jane  Ann  Kendrick,  born  March  11,  1947.  The  family 
now  resides  at  Prestonsburg,  Ky. ,  where  Mrs.  Kendrick  owns  and  operates  the 
Jane  Ann  Beauty  Shop. 

John  Worth  Spears,  son  of  Ninnie  McGuire  and  John  Walker  Spears,  is 
the  4th  in  that  family  of  8  children.  He  was  born  on  March  31,  1915,  at  Edgar, 
Floyd  County,  Kentucky,  and  attended  the  local  school.  On  April  28,  1941,  he 
was  married  to  Lucy  May,  daughter  of  Ance  May  and  Ethel  Williams  of  John’s 
Creek,  Pike  County.  The  family  now  resides  at  Kemper,  Ky.  in  that  community. 
His  occupations  include  farming,  merchandising,  and  mining. 

During  World  War  II  John  Worth  Spears  served  in  Artillery  under  General 
Patton.  He  enlisted  in  September  1942  and  served  until  October  1945.  He 
attained  the  rank  of  Tech.  Sgt.  He  was  trained  at  Ft.  Bliss,  Texas  and  was 
stationed  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  in  North  Carolina  before  going  overseas. 

His  overseas  duty  included  service  in  France,  Scotland,  Belgium,  England  and 
Germany. 

The  four  children  of  John  Worth  and  Lucy  Spears  are  all  now  of  school  age 
and  are  attending  the  grade  school  and  Junior  High  at  Kfcmper,  Pike  Co.,  Ky. 
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They  are:  Norma  Sue  Spears,  born  March  1,  1942;  Joann  Spears,  born  June  17, 

1944;  Bobby  Soears.  born  November  7,  1947;  and  John  Worth  Spears  II.  born 
July  26,  1949. 

Lvda  Esta  Spears  the  5th  child  of  Ninnie  McGuire  and  John  Walker 
Spears  was  born' April  16,  1917,  and  died  September  25,  1918,  of  whooping  cough 
and  smallpox. 

Virginia  Spears  was  born  April  9,  1919,  at  Edgar,  Kentucky,  in  Floyd 
County.  She  was  educated  locally  and  attended  High  School  at  Prestonsburg, 
Kentucky,  after  which  she  studied  at  Caney  Creek  Community  Center.  She  later 
attended  Morehead  State  College  where  she  received  an  A.  B.  degree  in  Education. 
She  has  been  teaching  for  many  years  in  the  Floyd  County  rural  schools.  In 
1952  she  was  chosen  as  one  of  the  ten  outstanding  teachers  in  the  Floyd  County 
System. 

On  December  21,  1944  Virginia  Spears  was  married  to  James  Beta  Goble,  son 
of  John  Goble  and  Laura  Ferguson,  of  Cow  Creek,  Elnma,  Kentucky.  Mr.  Goble 
was  born  November  20,  1911,  and  taught  in  the  rural  schools  of  Floyd  County 
for  a  number  of  years  and  in  the  Prestonsburg  High  School.  On  June  5,  1942, 
he  entered  the  U.  S.  Army  Air  Force.  He  received  Administrative  training  at 
Fort  Logan,  Denver,  Colorado.  He  was  transferred  to  the  Caribbean  Defense 
Command,  and  was  stationed  in  Panama  Canal  Zone.  He  was  discharged  at  Bowman 
Field,  Louisville,  Ky.  on  October  24,  1945.  He  attained  the  rank  of  Staff  Sgt. 

For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Goble  was  a  merchant  at  Emma,  Ky.  (Cow  Creek), 
and  the  family  still  resides  there.  He  is  now  associated  with  Investors  Diversi¬ 
fied  Service,  Inc.,  of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  The  Gobles  have  three  children; 
James  Edward  Goble,  born  September  29,  1945;  John  Spencer  Goble,  born  January 
1,  1947,  and  Anna  Laura  Goble,  born  December  4,  1948. 

Robert  Walker  Spears,  born  July  23,  1921,  at  Edgar,  Ky.  He  was  ed¬ 
ucated  in  the  McGuire  Grade  School  and  Prestonsburg  High  School.  In  1938  at 
the  age  of  17  he  entered  the  United  States  Navy  and  is  making  it  his  career. 

His  rank  is  now  Chief  Warrant  Officer.  He  is  stationed  at  Ft.  Campbell,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  His  wife  was  Margaret  Azar  of  Los  Angeles,  California.  They  have  two 
daughters,  Christy  Ann  Spears,  born  August  21,  1948,  at  Los  Angeles;  and  Paula 
Denise  Spears,  born  July  27,  1953,  at  Norfolk,  Virginia.  The  family  resides 
at  Ft.  Campbell. 

Bill  Claude  Spears,  born  November  9,  1924,  is  the  youngest  of  the 
children  of  Ninnie  McGuire  and  John  Walker  Spears.  He  was  educated  at  the 
McGuire  Grade  School  and  Prestonsburg  High  School.  He  served  in  the  United 
States  Army  in  1950-51.  He  is  a  truck  driver  and  farmer.  He  is  unmarried 
and  lives  at  home  with  his  mother,  Mrs.  Ninnie  Spears,  at  Lancer,  Floyd  Coun¬ 
ty,  Kentucky. 
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William  J.  McGuire 


William  J.  McGuire,  the  3rd  of  5  children  of  Solomon  McGuire  by  his  first 

wife  Sarah  Burchett,  was  born  on  March  17,  1883,  in  Floyd  County,  Kentucky. 

He  was  married  three  times  and  is  the  father  of  16  children. 

His  first  wife,  Alta  Wells,  whom  he  married  on  Jan.  10,  1905  in  Floyd  Co. 

was  the  daughter  of  Allen  (or  Alvin)  and  Angfeline  Wells  of  Floyd  Co.  Ky.  She 
was  born  on  Feb.  10,  1887  and  died  on  Jan.  17,  1908.  She  bore  him  one  son. 

She  was  first  buried  in  the  McGuire  graveyard  on  John's  Creek  and  remains  re¬ 
moved  to  the  McGuire  Cemetery  at  Louisa. 

The  second  marriage  was  to  Lizzie  Spears  on  April  16,  1911.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Lafayette  Spears  and  Dell  Burchett, Floyd  Co.,  Ky.  She  was  born 
on  April  1,  1888,  and  died  Jan.  16,  1929.  She  was  buried  at  McGuire  graveyard, 
first,  and  body  removed  to  Louisa.  They  had  12  children. 

His  third  wife  was  Mary  Fraley,  daughter  of  Jim  Fraley,  and  Lucy  Reed  of 
Floyd  Co.,  Ky.  They  were  married  at  Lancer,  Ky.  on  August  16,  1929.  She  was 
born  March  1,  1898,  at  Prestonsburg,  Ky.  They  have  three  children. 

Wta.  J.  McGuire  lived  most  of  his  72  years  in  Floyd  County,  Kentucky,  at 
or  near  his  birthplace.  When  Dewey  Dam  was  constructed,  however,  he  sold  his 
farm  for  that  operation.  He  and  his  wife  and  younger  children  have  resided 
for  the  past  six  or  seven  years  in  Lawrence  County,  near  the  town  of  Louisa, 
Kentucky.  He  is  a  farmer  and  has  followed  that  occupation  for  the  greater 
part  of  his  life.  He  is  often  spoken  of  as  "Tip’'  or  "W.  J. ". 
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Fred  A.  McGuire,  eldest  son  of  W.  J.  (Gyp")  McGuire,  and  only  child 
of  Alta  Wells  McGuire  his  first  wife,  was  born  March  3,  1907,  at  Lancer,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Fred's  mother  died  on  January  15,  1908,  when  he  was  only  ten  months 
of  age,  and  he  was  reared  by  his  maternal  grandparents,  Allen  and  Angeline 
Wells,  of  Dewey,  Kentucky.  He  describes  his  mother  as  a  "very  beautiful 
blond",  and  his  father  as  "  a  strict  disciplinarian,  believing  everyone  should 
carry  his  share  of  the  load". 

Although  Fred  was  reared  on  a  farm  he  did  not  follow  in  his  father's  foot¬ 
steps  as  to  occupation.  He  obtained  employment  at  ARMCO  Steel  Corporation  at 
Ashland,  Kentucky,  as  an  inter-plant  mail  carrier,  when  he  was  only  17  years 
of  age.  When  he  was  18  he  was  taken  into  the  machine  shop  as  an  apprentice. 

He  served  as  an  apprentice  for  four  years,  and  then  became,  first,  a  "C" 
machinist,  and. later  an  "A"  machinist.  He  is  now  part-time  foreman  over  the 
shop  and  is  justly  proud  of  his  record.  He  has  been  continuously  employed  by 
ARMCO  and  on  August  15,  1955  rounded  out  his  31st  year  there. 

In  1926  when  Fred  McGuire  was  19  years  of  age  he  was  married  to  A1 leine 
Vance,  of  Morgan  County,  Kentucky,  daughter  of  H.  W.  Vance  and  Jane  Salyer 
Vance.  They  had  five  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy: 

Peggy  Pauline  McGuire  was  born  May  19,  1928,  at  Ashland,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  She  was  educated  in  Ashland  and  attended  Eastern  State  College  for 
four  years.  From  this  institution  she  received  an  A.  B.  degree,  majoring 
in  Mathematics  and  Music.  She  is  now  a  music  teacher  in  five  Pike  County, 

Ohio,  schools.  Peggy  McGuire  was  married  Dec.  7,  1951  to  John  M.  Boggs.  Jr., 
of  Waverly,  Ohio. 

Alta  Jane  McGuire  was  born  May  22,  1930,  and  died  February  4, 
1931.  Thurston  Elwood  McGuire  was  born  February  22,  1936,  and  died  April  12, 
1936. 


Patricia  Fern  McGuire  was  born  November  21,  1937,  at  Ashland, 
Kentucky.  She  was  educated  at  Fairview  School  in  Ashland  and  completed  high 
school  at  Russell,  Greenup  County,  in  May  1955.  She  was  to  enter  Western  State 
College  at  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky,  in  September  1955,  and  expected  to  major 
in  music  in  which  field  she  is  talented.  She  plays  piano. 

Alfreda  Kaye  ("Freddi")  McGuire  was  born  November  9,  1943  at 
Ashland.  She  is  a  student  at  Fairview  School  and  also  plays  piano  and  shows 
much  ability  and  talent.  As  will  be  noted  her  name  is  a  combination  of  the 
names  of  her  parents. 

Jeanette  McGuire,  daughter  of  ton.  J.  McGuire  and  Lizzie  Spears,  his 
second  wife,  was  born  on  February  14,  1916.  She  was  educated  in  the  local 
schools  and  took  a  beauticians  course.  She  was  married  to  R.  J.  Bowl es  on 
December  21,  1952.  Her  husband  is  a  hardware  dealer  in  Prestonsburg,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Jeanette  has  her  own  beauty  salon  in  that  city.  They  have  no  chil¬ 
dren. 

Fannie  Jeraldine  McGuire  daughter  of  ton.  J.  McGuire  and  his  second 
wife,  was  born  September  9,1919,  at  Lancer,  Ky.  She  graduated  from  high 
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school  at  Prestonsburg,  Kentucky.  On  April  17,  1943  she  was  married  at  Prestons 
burg  to  Waldo  Wallace  Smith,  son  of  Edmund  Arthur  Smith  and  Cora  Thompson  Smith. 
He  was  born  February  7,  1917  at  Calvin,  Bell  County,  Kentucky,  which  was  his 
mother's  birthplace,  also.  His  father  was  a  civil  and  mining  engineer  and  was 
born  at  Pineville,  Ky.  and  died  at  Prestonsburg  in  1952  and  is  buried  in  the 
Mayo  Cemetery  at  Prestonsburg. 

Waldo  Wallace  Smith  is  a  teacher  at  the  Dobyns  Bennett  High  School  in 
Kingsport,  Tenn.  where  the  family  now  resides.  He  obtained  A.B. ;  B.S.  and 
M.A.  degrees  from  Morehead  State  Teachers  College,  Bowling  Green  College  of 
Commerce  ,  and  the  George  Peabody  College  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  in  1940,1947 
and  1953,  respectively.  He  was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  in  1942-45. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waldo  W.  Smith: 

Charles  Smith  was  born  September  21,  1944  and  died  September  22,  1944. 

He  is  buried  at  Louisa,  Lawrence  County,  Kentucky. 

Waldo  Wallace  Smith  Jr.  was  born  June  19,  1947  at  Bowling  Green,  Ky.  ,  and 
Charlotte  Ann  Smith  was  born  May  20,  1949  at  Kingsport,  Sullivan  County,  Tenn. 

Fav  Elizabeth  McGuire,  the  8th  child  of  Wn.  J.  McGuire  and  Lizzie 
Spears,  was  born  on  November  14,  1921*  at  Lancer,  Kentucky.  She  attended  school 
in  Prestonsburg  and  Ashland,  Kentucky.  She  was  married  July  27,  1941  to 
Ellsworth  Collins,  son  of  Henry  Collins,  of  Edgar,  Floyd  County,  Kentucky.  Her 
husband  also  was  in  school  at  Prestonsburg  and  was  in  the  Service  of  the 
Ordnance  Branch  of  the  United  States  Army  for  two  years,  entering  in  May  1944. 

He  was  sent  overseas  in  February  1945  but  did  not  have  combat  duty.  He  is  an 
electrician.  They  live  at  Wheelwright,  Kentucky,  which  is  40  miles  up  Beaver 
Creek.  They  have  two  children;  both  in  school  at  Wheelwright:  Ellsworth  Collin 
Jr. .  born  Nov.  13,  1943  and  Elizabeth  Sharon  Collins,  born  May  13,  1947. 

Other  children  of  William  J.  (Gyp)  McGuire: 

Second  marriage:  Hobert  McGuire  was  born  Feb.  22,  1912.  He  is  married  to 
Flossie  Hall.  They  live  at  Prestonsburg,  Ky.  Graham  McGuire  was  born  Jan.  3, 
1914.  He  was  married  July  26,  1947  to  Velva  DeLong.  They  live  near  Ashland  City 
Tenn.  Darwin  McGuire  was  born  April  1,  1917.  He  is  married  to  Lizzie  M.  Collin 
They  live  at  Lancer,  Ky.  Frank  McGuire  was  born  August  17,  1918.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  Feb.  14,  1943  to  Grace  Grey.  They  live  at  Prestonsburg,  Ky.  Jean  McGuire 
was  born  Aug.  14,  1923.  She  is  married  to  L.  T.  Simpson.  They  live  at  Lancer, K; 
Tom  Oak  McGuire  was  born  March  20,  1925.  He  is  married  to  Orella  Burchett.  He 
is  a  barber.  They  live  at  Prestonsburg,  Ky.  Mary  Flo  McGuire  was  born  Nov. 

4,  1926  and  died  Dec.  7,  1933  at  7  years  1  month  and  3  days  of  age.  Solomon 
Worth  McGuire  was  born  Jan.  14,  1929.  He  is  married  to  Pauline  Sparks.  They 
live  at  Prestonsburg,  Ky. 

Third  marriage:  Emma  Loraine  McGuire  was  born  Nov.  1,  1930.  She  is  un¬ 
married.  She  lives  in  Prestonsburg,  Ky.  and  assists  her  sister,  Jeanette,  in 
her  beauty  shop.  John  McGuire  was  born  Feb.  6,  1934.  He  is  not  married.  He 
is  in  the  military  service  and  was  stationed  in  Germany  in  1954.  Alta  McGuire 
was  born  Feb.  15,1935.  She  was  married  on  May  10,  1953  to  August  Cunningham. 
They  live  near  Louisa,  Ky. 
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Family  of  Cora  McGuire  and  Jake  Crider 


Cora  McGuire  is  the  fifth  and  youngest  of  the  first  family  of  Solomon 
McGuire.  She  was  born  December  25,  1056,  and  was  married  to  Jake  Crider  on 
Jan.  25,  1905  at  Edgar,  Ky.  Her  husband  is  the  son  of  Alex  Crider  and  Elsie 
Cline  Crider  of  German,  Ky.  Me  was  a  merchant  and  salesman.  They  reside  at 
Edgar,  Floyd  Co.,  Ky.  Their  eight  children: 

Arson  Crider  was  born  November  24,  1908.  He  was  married  on  Feb.  9, 
1934,  to  Norma  Collins.  They  live  at  Lancer,  Ky. 

Anis  Crider  was  born  August  30,1911.  She  was  married  on  June  21,1946 
to  Eugene  Goble.  They  hove  one  child,  Jimmy  Eugene  Goble,  born  April  17,1947. 
They  live  at  Lancer,  Ky. 

Woodman  Crider  was  born  March  18,  1914.  He  was  married  August  31, 
1935  to  Marie  Crider.  They  have  four  children:  Bill  Jake  Crider,  born  June 
21,  1937;  Charles  Alex  Crider,  born  March  6,  1940;  Joann  Crider,  born  Aug.  12, 
1938  and  Woodman  Handall  Crider  born  June  20,  1949.  This  family  also  lives 
at  Lancer,  Ky. 

Marvin  Crider  was  born  July  3,  1919.  He  was  married  Sept.  10,1942 
to  Josephine  Crider.  They  have  three  children:  Marvin  Crider.  Jr. .  born 
March  26,1946;  Delilah  Crider,  born  Oct.  12,  1949;  and  David  Jonathan  Crider, 
born  May  9,  1951.  They  live  at  Auxier,  Ky. 

Sam  Crider  was  born  Aug.  26,  1921  and  was  married  Sept.  30,  1947  to 
Francis  Collins.  They  have  three  children:  Sammie  Mitchell  Crider,  born  March 
5,  1943;  Paul  Douglas  Crider,  born  Sept.  21,  1949;  and  Scottie  Crider,  born 
April  12,  1952.  They  live  at  Lancer, Ky. 

Ottway  Crider  was  born  May  26,  1924  and  was  married  February  2,  1947 
to  Avonelle  Prater.  They  have  two  children:  Harrold  Dean  Crider  ,  born  March 
12,  1943  and  Ottway  Crider  Jr.,  born  June  7,  1949.  They  live  at  Lancer,  Ky. 

A  daughter  was  born  August  1910  and  died  at  birth.  She  is  buried  at 
German,  Ky. 

Winfred  Crider  was  born  March  9,  1906,  died  April  18,1906  and  is 
buried  at  German,  Ky. 
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Lula.  Tom,  and  Lvda  McGuire 


Lula  McGuire,  the  second  of  the  second  family  of  Solomon  Worth  Mc¬ 
Guire,  was  born  on  March  12,  1891,  at  the  old  McGuire  homestead  on  John's 
Creek,  in  Floyd  County,  Kentucky.  She  attended  the  local  school  and  was  a 
student  at  Professor  Byington's  Academy  at  Louisa,  Kentucky.  While  there  she 
met  Professor  F.  Albert  Epling  who  was  on  the  faculty.  They  were  married  on 
April  30,  1908. 

After  leaving  Louisa  Mr.  Epling  taught  for  a  time  in  Pike  County  and  Mrs. 
Epling  taught  at  the  McGuire  School  on  her  father's  farm  for  parts  of  two  term 
They  were  ambitious  for  further  training,  however,  and  soon  decided  to  go  to 
Valparaiso  University,  where  Professor  Epling  obtained  a  degree.  They  then 
went  to  La  Grande,  Oregon,  and  Professor  Epling  was  on  the  high  school  faculty 
there  for  three  school  years. 

For  additional  income  Mr.  Ealing  took  evening  employment  with  a  packing 
company,  and  at  the  end  of  his  third  year  of  teaching  in  the  high  school  was 
offered  a  full-time  permanent  position,  together  with  stock  in  the  company. 

He  accepted,  and  eventually  the  family  came  to  own  controlling  interest  in 
the  company.  They  established  three  retail  stores  in  LaGrande.  The  family 
later  sold  their  interests  but  retained  part  interest  in  the  retail  stores. 

One  of  the  retail  stores  was  operated  by  Mrs.  Epling 's  brother,  Tom  McGuire, 
and  the  other  by  the  Epling's  younger  son,  Worth  Epling.  Both  Mr.  Epling  and 
Mr.  McGuire  are  now  retired  and  their  fanilies  are  living  on  nearby  farms. 

The  Eplings  have  two  sons,  each  of  whom  has  a  son. 

Golan  McGuire  Epling  was  born  at  Louisa,  Kentucky,  on  February 
20,  1909,  while  his  father  was  teaching  at  that  place.  He  was  married  on 
December  25,  1935,  to  Melba  Hanks,  of  La  Grande,  Oregon,  where  Golan  has 
been  living  since  a  very  small  child.  They  have  a  son,  Duane  Alan  Epling.  who 
was  born  on  October  1,  1936,  and  is  now  a  Junior  in  college,  Golan  Epling  is 
in  the  warehouse  business  in  La  Grande,  dealing  in  many  products.  Because  of 
a  physical  injury,  he  was  not  accepted  for  military  service  in  World  War  II 
as  was  his  younger  brother. 

Worth  Albert  Epling  was  born  at  La  Grande,  Oregon,  on  December 
12,  1912,  while  his  father  was  on  the  high  school  faculty  there.  Worth  was 
in  military  service  six  years  and  was  stationed  at  Pearl  Harbor  when  Wake  Islai 
was  bombed.  His  was  a  lone  plane,  and  he  received  the  first  silver  star  awardei 
a  man  from  the  Northwest.  He  also  received  a  citation  for  bombing  Midway.  He 
was  the  engineer  and  crew  chief  of  his  plane.  This  crew  and  plane  made  "quite 
a  name  for  themselves",  as  his  mother  expresses  it.  Worth  graduated  and  re¬ 
ceived  his  commission  at  Aberdeen,  Maryland,  and  then  went  to  Enaland  for  two 
years  and  was  stationed  there  when  the  war  ended.  ;m.  Jean  Riggs  7-30-1949; 
s.b.  4-19-1951. 

Lula  McGuire  Epling  (Lou)  contributed  several  bits  of  reminiscent  data 
which  have  been  incorporated  into  the  story  of  her  family  in  appropriate  place: 
She  says:  "Yes,  Oregon  ^s  a  beautiful  country  in  its  almost  overwhelming 
magnificent  scenery  —  quite  in  contrast  to  the  gentle,  rolling  country  back 
there  (  her  home  in  Kentucky)  —  while  I  like  Oregon  and  our  many  dear  friends 
the  folk  and  places  there  give  me  a  feeling  of  nostalgia  and  ever  pull  at  my 
heart  strings." 

Tom  McGuire  was  the  5th  of  the  family  of  Solomon  Worth  McGuire  and 
his  second  wife,  Callie  Wells.  He  was  born  March  29,1897  on  John's  Creek, 
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Floyd  County,  Kentucky,  Some  years  ago  he  joined  his  sister  Mrs.  F.  A.  Epling 
and  family  at  La  Grande,  Oregon,  and  was  in  business  with  the  Epling  family. 

In  this  connection  he  operated  a  retail  store  belonging  to  the  family  business. 
He  is  now  retired  and  living  on  his  "acreage"  near  that  of  his  sister  and 
family.  His  wife  was  Mima  Gertrude  Cooper. 

Lvda  McGuire,  was  the  daughter  of  Solomon  McGuire  and  Callie  Wells. 
She  was  born  March  1,  1904,  at  Edgar,  Floyd  County,  Ky.  She  attended  the 
local  schools  until  the  High  School  years,  one  of  which  was  spent  at  Mayo 
College  at  Paintsville,  Kentucky,  and  the  last  three  years  at  La  Grande, 

Oregon,  where  a  sister,  Mrs.  F.  A.  Epling,  lives. 

Before  marriage,  Lyda  was  employed  in  Bank  Josephine  at  Prestonsburg, 
Kentucky,  and  since  marriage  has  been  with  the  Selective  Service  System  of 
Floyd  County.  She  was  married  in  Prestonsburg  on  January  22,  1926,  to  J. 

Graham  Porter,  son  of  J.  M.  Porter,  a  farmer  near  Prestonsburg.  Her  husband 
was  born  on  August  20,  1905  (?)  and  was  educated  at  Prestonsburg  and  at  Green¬ 
brier  Military  Academy.  Their  children: 

Charles  Graham  Porter. born  Oct.  10,  1929;  as  yet  unmarried, 
graduated  in  Physical  Education,  receiving  a  B.  S.  from  Morehead  State  College 
at  Morehead,  Kentucky;  also  attended  Berea  College,  and  took  some  work  at 
the  University  of  Kentucky,  Lexington.  He  entered  the  United  States  Army 
(Infantry)  on  March  12,  1953,  for  two  years.  Upon  the  expiration  of  his 
service  in  March  1955  he  may  enter  the  professional  football  field. 

Mary  Sue  Porter. born  March  20,  1933,  married  on  August  14, 

1953  to  John  William  Crawford. son  of  Will iam  Crawford.  Her  husband  was  born 
on  May  9,  1932  at  Whitten,  West  Virginia.  His  father  is  now  General  Manager 
of  Princess  Elkhorn  Coal  Company  at  David,  Floyd  County,  Kentucky.  This 
young  couple  is  now  living  in  Lexington,  Ky. ,  where  he  is  studying  to  be 
a  Mining  Engineer  at  the  University  of  Ky.,  and  she  is  employed  in  the 
Registrar’s  Office.  Mary  Sue  was  educated  at  Prestonsburg,  Pikeville  Jr. 
College  and  had  one  year  at  Center  College  at  Danville,  majoring  in  Sociology. 


■ 
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Family  of  Ifri.  J.  McGuire  and  Amy  McGuire 


Wm.  J.  McGuire  was  married  the  second  time.  This  second  wife  was  Amy 
McGuire  who  was  said  to  be  his  first  cousin.  It  is  not  known  at  this  time 
just  whose  daughter  she  was,  nor  the  date  of  her  birth,  or  place,  nor  the 
names  of  her  brothers  and  sisters,  if  any.  There  is  a  strong  possibility, 
however,  that  if  and  when  these  facts  as  well  as  similar  facts  regarding  Wm, 

J.  McGuire  himself  are  disclosed,  we  may  find  that  this  second  family  of  Wn. 

J.  McGuire  (known  at  "Uncle  Billy  McGuire")  is  also  among  the  descendants 
of  the  Lesley  (Leslie)  family  which  is  the  subject  of  this  history.  For 
that  reason  I  am  now  giving  some  information  on  this  second  family  so  that 
it  will  be  available  when  and  if  it  is  established  that  the  above  premise 
is  correct. 

The  belief  is  that  this  McGuire  family  is  descended  in  its  own  right, 

and  not  because  of  the  marriage  of  Wm.  J.  McGuire  ("Uncle  Billy")  to 
Mary  (Polly)  Stratton  as  his  first  wife.  Mary  (Polly)  Stratton  was  the 
daughter  of  Hannah  Lesley,  daughter  of  Robert  Lesley,  son  of  l*n.  Robert 
Lesley  who  is  the  ancestor  from  whom  all  this  branch  of  the  Lesley  (Leslie) 
family  is  descended.  This  belief  about  the  McGuires  is  based  on  the  statement 
of  several  of  the  older  generation  still  living  (children  of  Solomon  Worth 
McGuire,  son  of  "Uncle  Billy")  that  their  grandparents  (i.e.  "Uncle  Billy" 
McGuire  and  Polly  Stratton  McGuire)  were  cousins.  The  further  fact  which 
we  have  without  any  likelihood  of  refutation  is  that  one  of  William  Robert's 
daughters,  Nancy  Lesley, married  (in  Virginia)  first,  a  John  McGuire,  and  they 
had  two  children:  William  McGuire,  and  Nancy  McGuire.  Nancy  McGuire  (John's 
widow  and  mother  of  the  above  mentioned  William  and  Nancy  McGuire)  married 
the  second  time  after  John  McGuire's  death  to  Richard  Elkins,  and  they  had 
a  large  family  and  lived  in  Virginia  and  West  Virginia  during  the  early  history 
of  these  states.  Furthermore,  William  McGuire,  Robert  Lesley's  nephew,  is 
recorded  in  several  accounts  as  having  accompanied  his  uncle  on  many  expedition 
and  to  have  come  with  him  to  Kentucky  when  the  settlement  was  made  on  John's 
Creek.  The  inference  is  that  he  married  and  settled  down  on  John's  Creek.  Ther 
is  a  Wm.  McGuire  listed  in  the  1810  census  of  Floyd  Co.,  Ky.  but  the  names  of 
his  wife  and  children  are  not  given.  It  was  not  until  1850  census  records  car¬ 
ried  names  other  than  the  name  of  the  head  of  the  house.  If  this  was  the  son 
of  Nancy  Lesley,  then  all  of  his  children  and  their  families  —  not  just  Win. 

J.  McGuire  (Uncle  Billy)  if  indeed  he  was  his  father  —  would  be  descended  in 
their  own  right  from  the  Lesleys  —  (but  through  Nancy  and  not  through  Hannah, 
who  was  Nancy's  niece)  and  therefore  Uncle  Billy's  second  family  would  be 
descended  in  that  way,  and  if  his  second  wife  Amy  McGuire  was  his  cousin,  then, 
she  was  apparently  descended  from  some  of  the  descendants  or  relatives  of  John 
McGuire.  Her  children  if  not  Amy  herself,  would  be  descendant  but  not  doubly 
so  as  those  of  the  first  family  would  be  through  "Uncle  Billy"  and  through 
Polly  Stratton.  (Please  see,  also,  pages  18  -  lg.) 

Hhi.  J.  McGuire  and  Amy  McGuire  were  married  in  Pike  Co.  Ky  on  March  7, 
1854.  The  officiating  minister  was  Robt.  Hurt,  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
The  ages  given  for  the  bride  and  groom  at  that  time  were  38  2/12  and  49  11/12, 
respectively.  Their  birthplaces  were  Tazewell  County,  Va.,  (the  bride)  and 
Floyd  Co.  Ky.  (  the  groom.  ) 
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Their  children: 
los.  McGuire 


Thomas  McGuire  was  born  Aug.  18,  1855.  He  never  married.  He  died  Nov. 

,  1081  at  the  age  of  26  years  3  months  and  3  days. 

imilv  of  Mary  McGuire  and  Joel  Martin 

Mary  McGuire  was  born  July  17,  1859.  She  was  married  Sept.  21,  1876  to 
>el  Martin.  Her  husband  was  a  farmer.  She  died  April  7,  1885  and  is  now 
iried  in  the  Govt.  Cemetery  at  Auxier,  Ky. 

Alice  Martin  was  born  May  22,  1877.  She  was  a  school  teacher.  She 
as  married  December  24,  1898  to  Jeff  Harris.  She  died  March  28,  1903  and  is 
aried  in  the  Harris  cemetery  near  Dewey  Lake. 

Alice  Martin  and  Jeff  Harris  had  three  children: 

Ollie  Joel  Harris  was  born  Sept.  6,  1899.  He  died  in  infancy 
rid  is  buried  now  in  the  Auxier  Cemetery. 

Mary  Harris  was  born  Jan.  17,  1900.  She  was  married  May  7,1919 
o  Joe  Harris.  They  have  six  children:  Joe  Jr.  Harris  was  born  Dec.  4,  1920. 
e  married  Vina  Mayo.  He  died  June  12,  1954.  They  have  three  children:  Robt. 
cvo  Harris,  born  Nov.  4,  1944;  Virginia  Ann  Harris,  born  Dec.  3,  1947;  and 
onald  Jefferv  Harris,  born  Feb.  16,1952. 

Guntin  B.  Harris  was  born  May  28,  1922.  He  married  Rose  Howell, 
hey  have  one  child:  Richard  Donald  Harris,  born  Aug.  3,  1945. 

Russell  Harris  was  born  Aug.  26,  1924.  He  married  Mary  Ann 
Lephens  on  April  10,  1943.  They  have  two  children:  Patricia  Lou  Harris. 

3rn  Dec.  30,  1945;  and  Killian  Thomas  Harris,  born  Oct.  16,  1947. 

Mary  Alice  Harris  was  born  Aug.  22,  1927  and  died  Aug.  23, 

927,  one  day  of  age. 

Jefferv  Donald  Harris  was  born  June  30,  1928  and  died  Dec. 28, 1942. 

William  Rilev  Harris  was  born  Dec.  30,  1932.  He  is  in  the  U.  S. 
rmy,  stationed  on  Formosa. 

Charley  L.  Harris  was  born  in  1901  and  died  in  infancy,  at  Ihe 
;ge  of  10  or  11  months.  He  is  buried  at  the  Charley  Ward  place  near  Dewey  Lake. 

Will  Martin  married  Bel ' c  Selser.  They  lived  on  John's  Creek  for 
while  and  moved  to  Indiana  where  Will  Martin  died.  His  widow  still  lives 
n  Indiana.  Nothing  further  was  submitted  about  their  family. 

Thos,  Martin  married  Josie  Cornett.  They  lived  on  John's  Creek  but 
loved  to  near  Louisa  in  Lawrence  Co  when  Dewey  Lake  was  formed.  He  died  soon 
ifterwards  from  injuries  received  in  a  car  wreck. 

Mol  lie  Martin  married  Martin  Spears,  a  brother  to  Ninnie  McGuires 
usband.  Mollie  has  been  deceased  for  many  years.  Martin  Spears  lives  at 
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Van  Lear,  Ky.f  and  is  guite  ill  at  this  writing,,  It  is  believed  there  were 
several  children  but  the  illness  of  Mr.  Spears  prevented  an  interview. 

Louisa  McGuire 

Louisa  McGuire,  daughter  of  Wm.  J.  McGuire  and  Any  McGuire,  was  born  aboul 
Dec.  20,1059.  She  never  married.  She  died  on  July  8,  133d  at  the  age  of  24 
years  7  mo  18  days.  She,  also,  is  now  buried  in  the  Auxier  Cemetery. 


Lula  McGuire  Epling,  Frank  and  Tom  McGuire. 


Elizabeth  Jackson  Hunt 
and  baby. 


Linnie  Jackson  Collinsworth  and  her 
husband,  Moses  Collinsworth. 


Bonnie  Jean  Jackson  Slater 
and  child. 


ELIZABETH  LESLEY 


(Third  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Daughter  of  Robert) 

Elizabeth  Lesley,  born  January  29,  1791,  in  Wythe  County,  now  Tazewell 
County,  Virginia,  was  the  second  of  15  children  of  Robert  Lesley  and  Elizabeth 
Compton.  She  came  to  Kentucky  with  her  parents  in  1802  to  join  her  grand¬ 
father,  William  Robert  Lesley. 

On  January  20,  1837,  Elizabeth  was  married  to  Isaac  Jackson,  who  was  born 
in  Russell  County,  Virginia,  on  March  18,  1706.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by 
Philip  Strother  M.  E.  Minister.  She  was  his  second  wife.  Two  of  his  children 
by  his  first  wife,  Betsy  Jane  Fuller  were  Hawkins  Jackson,  a  stone  mason,  and 
James  Madison  Jackson,  a  surveyor.  The  latter  later  married  Naomi  Lesley, 
a  younger  sister  of  Elizabeth. 

The  Jacksons  established  their  home  on  John's  Creek  a  few  miles  below 
the  Leslie  Settlement.  The  Jackson  lands  were  at  least  in  part  acquired  by 
Elizabeth  as  her  portion  of  her  father's  estate. 

Isaac  Jackson  died  on  April  12,  1849,  aged  63  years.  Elizabeth  lived  to 
the  ripe  old  age  of  84  years,  her  death  occurring  about  1875.  Both  are  buried 
on  the  Jackson  farm  which  is  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  Clara  Blackburn  the  daughter 
of  Elizabeth  Jackson  Hunt.  She  is  the  granddaughter  of  Elizabeth  Lesley  and 
Isaac  Jackson. 


DR.  ROBERT  LESLEY  JACKSON 

(Fourth  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  son  of  Elizabeth  Lesley) 

Robert  Lesley  Jackson  was  the  only  child  of  Elizabeth  Lesley  and  Isaac 
Jackson fborn  September  7,  1938. 

During  his  young  manhood,  Robert  taught  school  in  Kentucky  and  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  He  also  served  as  a  scout  for  the  Confederate  Army  during  the  Civil 
War.  Shortly  after  the  war  was  over  he  went  West  with  his  cousin,  Polk  Bevins. 
After  a  year  or  two  he  returned  and  resumed  teaching.  He  was  said  to  have  been 
among  the  first  professors  of  mathematics  at  Marshall  College,  Huntington,  West 
Virginia.  At  the  request  of  descendants,  an  effort  was  made  to  verify  this  but 
the  College  records  presently  existing  do  not  go  back  that  far. 

While  teaching  at  Hamilin,  West  Virginia,  Robert  Lesley  Jackson  met  and 
married  Lorena  Shelton.  They  were  married  on  August  13,  1868,  and  made  their 
home  on  John's  Creek.  Two  sons  and  two  daughters  were  born  to  this  union. 

After  the  children  were  born,  Robert  Jackson  went  to  Cincinnati  to  study 
medicine,  graduating  with  the  Class  of  1896.  He  practiced  in  the  rural  com¬ 
munity  surrounding  his  home  for  many  years.  It  is  said  that,  true  to  the  coun¬ 
try  doctor  tradition,  he  never  failed  to  answer  a  call,  regardless  of  the 
lateness  of  the  hour  or  inclemency  of  the  weather.  Often  it  was  necessary  to 
travel  horseback,  or  even  afoot,  to  almost  inaccessible  places  which  could  not 
be  reached  in  any  other  way.  When  the  doctor  was  absent  his  wife  answered 
the  calls  herself,  and  it  is  said  that  in  many  instances  she  was  "as  good  a 
doctor  as  he". 

Dr.  Jackson  died  at  the  age  of  78  on  Aug.  10,  1916,  and  both  he  and  his 
wife,  who  died  on  June  10,  1913  are  buried  on  the  home  place  in  the  family 
burial  ground. 

The  children  of  Dr.  Robert  Lesley  Jackson  were:  John  Marmaduke  Jackson. 
Robert  W.  Jackson,  and  Elizabeth  Jackson. 
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The  Family  of  John  Marmaduke  Jackson 


John  Marmaduke  Jackson  was  born  July  28,  1869.  He  taught  school  and  studie 
medicine  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  graduating  in  1905.  His  first  marriage  was  to 
Ollie  Bevins,  daughter  of  Montraville  Bevins  whose  mother  was  Luna  Lesley,  sis¬ 
ter  of  Elizabeth  Lesley  Jackson.  There  was  one  son,  Leslie  Burnett  Jackson, 
who  died  in  infancy.  His  wife  died  soon  afterwards. 

The  second  wife  of  John  Marmaduke  Jackson  was  Sal lie  Pauley  whom  he  married 
on  July  4,  1910.  Dr.  John  Jackson  died  January  22,  1935;  and  his  wife  died  on 
Jan.  4,  1952.  Their  children  are:  William  Robert  Jackson,  known  as  •’Simon”, 
who  was  born  April  25,  1911.  Hiram  Ferrell  ("Hi.”),  born  Sept.  11,  1917,  mar¬ 
ried  Margaret  Lowe,  daughter  of  Adrian  Lowe.  They  have  one  child,  Lola  Marie 
Jackson,  born  June  28,  1942,  who  is  now  in  school  on  Brushy  Creek  and  making 
her  home  with  her  Grandmother  Lowe.  The  two  brothers  live  alone  at  the  old 
home  place  on  Jackson's  Branch. 


The  Family  of  Robert  W.  Jackson 

Robert  W.  Jackson  was  born  April  17,  1871.  He  was  married  twice.  His 
first  wife  was  Cora  Mims.  His  daughter  by  first  marriage:  Gretis.  born  in  1896. 
She  married  Sam  Rakas  and  lived  in  Brownsville,  Pa. 

On  June  2,  1901,  Robert  W.  Jackson  married  Laura  Elkins  of  Heisy  Ky. 
daughter  of  Jeff  Elkins  and  Marinda  Maynard  Elkins,  both  pinoneer  families. 
Robert  W.  Jackson  was  a  teacher  for  36  years  in  Pike  County,  Kentucky.  He 
died  on  June  4,  1937  (or  1936?).  Their  children  are: 

Robert  Jerome  Jackson,  born  April  15,  1902;  was  educated  mostly  under 
his  father's  tutelage.  He  taught  school  two  terms.  On  March  28,  1924  he  was 
married  to  Alpha  Lowe,  daughter  of  Hayes  Lowe,  of  Big  Creek,  in  Pike  County. 

He  is  now  employed  by  the  Norfolk  and  Western  Railway,  at  Williamson,  West 
Vi  rginia. 

Bonnie  Jean  Jackson  the  only  child  of  Robert  Jerome  Jackson  and 
Alpha  Lowe  Jackson  was  born  August  30,1927;  married  Hart  Slater.  December  20, 
1949.  Her  husband  was  educated  at  William  and  Mary  College.  He  taught  2  years 
in  the  College  Extension  at  Norfolk,  Va.  and  then  was  promoted  to  business 
manager  for  the  extension.  Bonnie  Jean  worked  seven  years  as  a  secretary  for 
hospitals  and  doctors.  She  attended  the  College  of  Commerce,  University  of 
Kentucky,  after  graduating  from  Williamson  High  School  in  May  1945.  They  have 
one  child:  David  May  Slater,  born  May  2,  1953. 

Opal  Jackson  was  born  May  10,  1911.  She  is  unmarried  and  lives  with 
her  mother,  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Jackson,  on  John’s  Creek  near  the  mouth  of  Jackson’s 
Branch. 


Blake  Jackson  was  born  Nov.  28,  1917  and  married  Mary  Vanov.  of  Akron, 
Ohio.  He  works  in  Mullins  Manufacturing  Company,  Salem,  Ohio.  Their  children 
are:  Elva  Kathy  Jackson  born  June  10,  1948;  R.  W.  (Bobbie)  Jackson,  born  October 
10,  1949;  and  Laura  Elizabeth  (Fluffy)  Jackson,  born  July  10,  1953.  Blake 
served  in  World  War  II  from  Dec.  4,  1942  to  Dec.  28,  1945. 

Tom  Jackson  was  born  Dec.  10,  1920  and  was  married  on  Sept.  1,  1954 
to  Evelyn  Hazel  Edler  of  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  where  he  was  employed  at  the  time. 
He  is  now  farming  at  his  home  on  John’s  Creek. 

Alley  Jackson  was  born  January  12,  1923  and  was  married,  first,  to 
Bob  Bauman,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  on  Nov.  20,1944  at  Ann  Arbor, Michigan,  They 
have  two  children:  Glenda  Gail  Bauman,  born  January  6,  1946;  and  William  Thomas 
Bauman  (Bill  Tom),  born  Oct.  22,  1947.  She  is  now  married  to  Vi  rail  Lawhorn. 
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The  Family  of  Elizabeth  Jackson 


Elizabeth  Jackson. born  September  19,  1074,  the  eldest  of  two  daughters 
of  Dr.  Robert  Lesley  Jackson  and  Lorena  Shelton,  was  married  to  Miles  Hunt  on 
May  8,  1900.  Mr.  Hunt,  who  was  born  July  19,  1869,  is  still  living  at  86  years 
of  age.  Elizabeth  Jackson  Hunt  died  Nov.  10,  1930.  Their  children  are: 


Clara  Hunt,  born  Feb.  1,  1902.  She  was  married  on  April  14,  1932 
to  Jacob  Wadsworth  (Wade)  Blackburn,  son  of  Hiram  Blackburn,  fanner,  of  Laura, 

Martin  County,  Ky.  Her  husband  is  a  farmer  and  also  works  for  the  gas  company. 

They  have  one  child:  Ruby  Joyce  Blackburn,  born  Feb.  12,  1934.  She  has  com¬ 
pleted  her  High  School  course  by  correspondence  from  American  School  in  Chicago, 
Illinois.  She  took  4  years  work  in  18  months,  finishing  in  1952,  and  plans  to 
take  some  college  courses  in  this  way.  She  is  also  taking  some  nurse's  training. 

May  Hunt,  was  born  Jan.  7,  1905  and  married  Haskell  Woods  on  March  17, 

1947.  They  have  no  children.  He  is  a  fanner  from  Buffalo  Creek,  Floyd  County, 
Kentucky. 

The  Family  of  Lena  Melinda  Jackson  and  Moses  Collinsworth 

Lena  Melinda  Jackson  ("Linnie")  was  born  March  10,  1877.  She  taught  school 
raany  years  in  Pike  County.  She  married  Moses  Bailey  Collinsworth  on  August  21, 

1904.  He  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Col  1 inswortli  and  Emmeline  Shortridge,  of  Pike 
County,  Kentucky.  Soon  after  marriage  the  Coll insworths  removed  to  Catl ettsburg, 
Kentucky,  where  they  made  their  home  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Mr. 
Collinsworth  was  mayor  of  the  town  for  several  terms.  He  was  born  Sept.  13, 

1877,  and  died  July  27,  1951.  Mrs.  Collinsworth  died  March  20,  1954. 

Grayce  Collinsworth  was  born  May  20,  1905,  on  John's  Creek  Pike  Co.,Ky. , 
near  McCombs  Postoffice.  She  came  with  her  parents  to  Catlettsburg  when  two 
years  of  age.  She  graduated  from  High  School  in  Ashland,  Kentucky,  in  1922  and 
received  an  A.B.  degree  from  Marshall  College  in  1944.  She  is  now  doing  graduate 
work  in  St.  Cecelia  School  of  Music  in  Ashland.  Grayce  teaches  third  grade  at 
Wade  Clay  Elementary  School  and  has  charge  of  music  for  the  school.  She  was 
Principal  of  Cliffside  School  and  was  visiting  teacher  for  7  years,  and  has  taught 
a  total  of  33  years.  Grayce  is  active  in  public  school  music  clubs;  is  secretary 
of  the  Garden  Club;  and  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church  in  Ashland. 

Grayce  Collinsworth  was  married  on  November  25,  1939,  at  Russell,  Greenup 
County,  Ky.  to  Edwin  Charles  Kirker.  son  of  Captain  Edwin  C.  Kirker  and  Lyda 
Harbin  Thayer.  His  father  was  Captain  of  steam  vessels  on  the  Ohio,  Kanawha 
and  Mississippi  Rivers,  as  was  his  father,  James  Maxwell  Kirker,  before  him.  His 
■nother  was  from  Charleston,  West  Virginia,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Jobe  E.  Thayer 
and  Addie  Harbin.  The  Thayers  were  originally  from  Braintree,  Mass,  their  ancestors 
having  received  a  grant  from  an  English  King.  Mr.  Kirker  served  in  the  Air  Force 
in  World  War  I  but  was  not  overseas.  Was  a  Lieutenant  in  316  Aero  Squardron  and 
was  Flying  Officer  in  a  Pursuit  Group.  He  is  a  graduate  of  University  of  Pitts¬ 
burg  (1918);  a  Phi  Delta  Theta;  32nd  Degree  Mason,  and  a  Shriner  in  Shreveport, 

La.  He  has  always  been  engaged  in  the  exploration  and  production  phases  of  the 
oil  business. 


Thomas  Collinsworth.  born  in  1906  and  died  at  12  years 
Flue  Epidemic  of  1918.  Robert  Collinsworth  was  born  in  1909  and 


of  age  in  the 
died  in  1913. 


William  Dawkins  Collinsworth  was  born  August  16,  1917,  in  Catlettsburg. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Catlettsburg  High  School.  He  resides  at  the  old  home  of  his 
oarents  on  Louisa  Street,  Catlettsburg,  Ky.  and  is  unmarried. 
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ADAH  LESLEY 


(Third  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Daughter  of  Robert) 

Adah  Lesley.  3rd  of  Robert  Lesley's  and  Elizabeth  Compton's  children, 
was  born  in  Virginia  on  May  20,  1792.  The  location  of  her  birthplace  is  in 
what  is  now  Tazewell  County,  formed  in  1800.  At  the  time  of  her  birth, how¬ 
ever,  this  area  was  a  part  of  Wythe  County  which  had  been  formed  in  1790, 
partly  from  Montgomery  and  partly  from  Grayson.  The  year  of  Adah's  birth  was 
also  the  year  of  birth  for  the  State  of  Kentucky  which  came  into  being  in  1792. 

When  Adah  Lesley  was  about  ten  years  of  age,  her  father  and  mother  brought 
their  family  of  ten  children  and  joined  his  father  at  the  Lesley  Settlement  on 
John's  Creek  in  what  is  now  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  but  which  was  then  in  the 
newly-formed  Floyd  County.  It  was  there  that  Adah  spent  her  remaining  years  of 
childhood  and  young  womanhood. 

This  section  still  a  part  of  Floyd  County,  when,  on  August  12,  1814,  Adah 
was  married  to  Edward  Milam.  Although  she  was  22  years  of  age  at  the  time, 
consent  to  her  marriage  was  given  in  writing  by  her  father.  The  ceremony  was 
performed  by  Simeon  Justice,  the  certificate  having  been  issued  by  William  James 
Mayo,  Clerk  of  Floyd  County.  (File  221,  Floyd  County,  Ky. ,  Marriage  Records) 

Edward  Milam's  father  was  Jim  Milam  who  came  from  Sweden  to  New  York  City 

about  _ .  In  time,  Jim  Milam  settled  in  what  is  now  Johnson  County,  Kentucky, 

but  which  was  at  that  time  also  a  part  of  Floyd  County.  The  Milam  home  was  near 
where  Paintsville,  the  County  Seat  of  Johnson  (formed  in  1843),  now  stands.  It 
was  here  that  Adah  and  Edward  Milam  established  their  first  home  and  where  all 
their  family  of  seven  children  were  born.  They  later  took  their  family  to  Ohio, 
which  state  to  a  great  extent  has  remained  the  home  of  their  descendants,  (next  p. 

The  Milams  first  brought  their  family  to  a  place  then  called  California, 
Ohio,  in  what  was  a  part  of  Scioto  County,  but  which  is  now  known  as  Stockdale, 
Ohio,  and  is  located  in  what  is  now  Pike  County,  Ohio,  this  county  having  been 
formed  from  a  part  of  Scioto.  The  exact  date  of  their  migration  to  Ohio  from 
Kentucky  has  not  as  yet  been  determined,  but  on  August  28,  1830  they  sold  the 
88.18  acres  of  land  at  California,  Ohio,  to  one  Andrew  Poole.  (File  no.  2,  Page 
749,  Deeds,  County  Court  Clerks'  Office  of  Scioto  County,  Portsmouth  Ohio)  On 
December  18  of  that  year  they  purchased  a  farm  near  Harrisonville  (Now  Minford), 
Scioto  County,  which  is  located  about  20  miles  east  of  Portsmouth.  (File  no.  2, 
page  835  ,  Ibid.  This  was  bought  from  James  Stinson  and  was  a  tract  patented  to 
him  Sept.  20,  1815  by  President  James  Madison)  This  property  passed  out  of  the 
hands  of  family  between  1942-45.  It  is  said  that  their  reason  for  removal  from 
the  lands  first  chosen  was  the  frequency  with  which  those  lands  were  covered  wit! 
water. 


After  removing  to  Ohio,  Edward  Milam  seems  to  have  given  most  of  his  time 
to  a  moving  van  business.  He  made  one  round-trip  each  year  westward  through 
Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa.  These  journeys  began  in  March  and  ended  with  Thanks 
giving,  and  it  is  said  that  he  often  was  forced  to  stop  enroute  and  build  bridges 
across  swollen  streams.  Whether  he  used  horses  or  oxen  to  draw  the  loaded  wagons 
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is  a  matter  of  conjecture,  some  of  the  descendants  holding  to  one  opinion  and 
others  to  the  opposite.  Perhaps  at  times  he  used  both,  or  interchageably  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  condition  of  the  roads,  as  is  known  to  have  been  the  case  in 
many  parts  of  the  country  in  early  days.  Teams  of  dull,  plodding  oxen  are 
able  eventually  to  extricate  heavy  wagons  from  trenches  filled  with  mud  and 
sticky  clay  at  which  task  horses,  their  more  beautiful  but  less  strong  brothers, 
have  failed. 

The  farming  and  stockraising  was  left  to  the  three  Milam  sons,  under  the 
supervision  of  their  mother,  a  most  industrious  and  capable  woman  of  strong 
character  and  determination. 

The  exact  dates  of  the  deaths  of  Edward  and  Ada  Milam  are  not  as  yet 
determined.  However  the  death  of  Edward  is  believed  to  have  taken  place  in 
or  before  1845,  and  certainly  not  later  than  1849.  This  belief  is  based  on 
two  documents.  The  first  shows  that  in  1845  and  1846,  the  son,  Russell  Milam 
purchased  "the  interests"  of  two  of  his  sisters  in  the  home  estate  (the  self¬ 
same  tracts  purchased  by  Edward  and  Adah  in  1830).  Neither  of  the  sisters, 
Elizabeth  and  Esther,  were  married  at  that  time.  It  would  seem  that  this  would 
indicate  that  Edward  died  before  or  within  the  year  1845.  (Vol.  N.  Page  33  and 
Vol.  P.  page  41  Clerk  Scioto  Co.  Ohio  Court) 

The  second  document  is  a  deed  drawn  in  February  1849  by  which  Ada  Milam 
disposed  of  her  interest  in  the  estate  of  her  father  in  Pike  County, Ky.  The 
deed  stated  that  her  husband  was  "deceased."  (Vol.  C.  Page  249,  Pike  County  Ky. 
Deed  Book) 

As  to  the  death  of  Adah,  there  is  a  definite  impression  on  the  part  of 
decendants  now  living  that  she  was  living  at  the  time  of  the  marriage  of  a 
certain  grandson  in  1879.  At  that  time  Adah  would  have  been  87  years  of  age. 

How  much  longer  she  may  have  lived  is  a  matter  of  conjecture.  When  in  1888, 
her  son’s  will  disposed  of  the  identical  estate  mentioned  above,  his  mother 
was  not  mentioned  and  the  entire  estate  went  to  his  two  sons  and  his  widow. 
Consequently,  even  though  she  may  have  been  living  at  87  in  1879  at  the  time 
of  the  grandson's  wedding,  she  apparently  died  between  that  date  and  the  year 
1888,  the  year  of  her  son's  death,  or  at  not  more  than  95  or  96  years  of  age. 

(Vol.  E,  page  309  -  Wills,  Scioto  Co.,  Ohio) 

The  seven  children  of  Adah  Lesley  and  Edward  Milam  were:  Allen  and  Edward 
Milam,  who  never  married;  Russell  Milam,  who  married  Mrs.  Susan  (Fullerton) 
Bennett:  Marv  Mahal  a  Milam,  who  married  John  Dawson:  Filuria  Milam,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Samuel  Henson:  Esther  Manervv  Milam,  who  married  James  Madison  Jackson: 
and  Elizabeth  Milam  who  married  an  Anderson. 

Add:  Since  above  was  written  further  search  has  disclosed  that  the  Milams  came 
to  Ohio  in  1020  or  before,  and  that  most  of  their  children  were  born  there.  Ages 
in  Census  data  indicate  following  birth  years:  Russell  1818;  Elizabeth  1020; 

Esther  1325;  Edward  1330;  Mary  Mahala  1832;  Martin  1035;  and  Rachel  1037.  Further, 
data  indicate  may  have  been  more  than  seven  children,  although  only  seven  are 
named  (names  were  not  given  before  1850).  Neither  Allen  nor  Filuria  were  named, 
but  Rachel  is  same  as  Filuria  as  she  married  Henson.  These  same  data  show  Ada 
the  head  of  household  in  1850,  but  with  Martin  in  1860,  with  Rachel  Henson  in 
1870,  and  not  shown  at  all  in  Scioto  County  in  1880.  She  may  have  died  just 
before  or  gone  elsewhere. 
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RUSSELL  MILAM 


(Fourth  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Son  of  Adah  Lesley) 

Russell  Milam,  second  son  of  Adah  Lesley  and  Edward  Milam,  was  born  August 
8,  1018,1  in  that  part  of  Floyd  County,  Kentucky,  which  was  in  1843  included 
in  Johnson  County.  In  or  before  1830  he  accompanied  his  parents  and  brothers 
and  sisters  to  Scioto  County,  Ohio.  His  elder  brother,  Allen,  was  an  invalid 
and  died  young  of  a  disease  known  as  "growing  rheumatism".  It  is  said  he  grew 
to  be  8  feet  tall,  and  that  his  grave  is  distinguished  from  others  in  the  same 
cemetery  by  its  great  length.  His  younger  brother,  Edward,  was  never  married 
and  always  lived  with  the  family  of  Russell  Milam  and  assisted  on  the  farm.  Bot 
Allen  and  Edward  Milam  are  buried  under  a  lone  pine  tree  apart  from  the  graves 
of  the  other  members  of  the  Milam  families  in  the  Rawl  Bennett  Cemetery,  about 
four  miles  from  Minford,  Ohio.  As  their  graves  have  no  markers  and  as  family 
records  were  destroyed  by  fire,  the  exact  dates  of  their  births  or  deaths  are 
not  presently  available.  The  records  were  lost  when  the  George  Washington  Mila 
home  was  burned  in  1914. 


While  their  father  was  away  from  home  attending  to  his  moving  van  business 
the  work  of  the  farm  was  done  by  the  three  boys.  Since  one  record  shows  that 
Russell  was  named  as  guardian  of  his  elder  brother,  Allen,  it  is  to  be  supposed 
that  the  father  must  have  pre-deceased  Allen,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  mothe 
did, too,  although  the  family  tradition  concerning  her  would  seem  to  refute  this 
Perhaps  it  was  that  the  law  would  not  allow  a  woman  to  be  named  "guardian"  in 
those  days.  At  any  rate,  we  find  Russell  Milam  in  1845  and  1846  purchasing  the 
interests  of  his  two  sisters  (Elizabeth  and  Esther  M. )  in  the  home  place.  In 
1844  while  he  was  still  a  bachelor, Russell  Milam  built  a  log  house  on  the  farm. 
This  house  was  used  for  the  storage  of  wheat,  and  the  family  lived  elsewhere  on 
the  farm. 

Russell  Milam  and  Mrs.  Susan  Bennett  (nee  Fullerton)  were  married  on  Febru 
ary  3,  1853.  At  that  time  Russell  was  35  years  of  age.  His  wife  was  the  widow: 
of  James  Bennett,  who  died  in  1849  at  32  years  of  age.  She  brought  with  her 
into  the  Milam  home  two  daughters  and  one  son  (David  Bennett)  by  her  first  mar-j 
riage.  Susan  Fullerton  was  born  1822.  the  daughter  of  John  Fullerton 

and  .  Her  parents  were  of  Irish  descent.  They  settled  in 

Jackson  County,  Ohio  and  later  moved  to  Scioto. 

Russell  Milam  owned  a  great  deal  of  land  and  is  ruputed  to  have  been  ex-  I 
tremely  generous  and  helpful  to  others.  As  was  true  of  a  great  many  men  of 
similar  traits,  his  holdings  dwindled  to  a  mere  130  acres  by  the  time  of  his 
death.  His  will,  probated  in  1888,  left  the  farm  to  his  two  sons.  To  his 
elder  son,  John  V.  Milam,  he  bequeathed  50  acres  of  timberland;  and  to  his  young¬ 
er  son,  George  Washington  Milam,  ne  left  the  homestead  containing  80  acres  of 
farm  land.  This  latter  bequest  was  made  with  the  proviso  that  the  son  would 
care  for  his  mother  for  the  remainder  of  her  life.  However,  the  mother. 


1  Based  on  age  at  death  which  was  given  as  70  years  1  month  24  days.  Deducting 
this  amount  of  time  from  the  date  of  his  death,  10-2-1888,  gives  us  the  date 
8-8-1818  as  the  probable  date  of  his  birth.  (See  Add  preceding  page). 
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Susannah  Milam  elected  to  take  her  dower  rights  instead  of  the  arrangement 
suggested  by  her  husband.  She  outlived  him  by  ten  years,  her  death  occurring 
in  February  1898.  Both  are  buried  in  the  Rawl  Bennett  Cemetery,  near  Minford, 
to  which  Russell  Milam  had  also  given  land. 

Russell  Milam  served  as  a  Union  guard  at  the  Court  House  near  Minford, 
Ohio,  during  the  Civil  War.  One  of  his  great  grandsons  is  now  the  possessor 
of  his  sword  which  he  carried  while  on  duty.  Part  of  his  duty  was  carried 
out  on  horseback  and  the  sword  has  a  dent  in  it  made  by  his  horse  stepping 
on  it. 


The  Family  of  John  V.  Milam  and  Eliza  Kirkpatrick 

John  V.  Milam  was  the  eldest  of  the  three  sons  of  Russell  Milam  and 
Susanna  Fullerton  (Bennett)  Milam.  He  was  born  in  1853,  and  was  married  to 
Eliza  Kirkpatrick.  They  had  two  sons.  Brooks  and  Floyd  Milam.  The  family 
resided  in  Madison  Township,  Scioto  County,  Ohio,  and  fanned  near  Stockdale, 
Ohio.  Mr.  Milam  died  in  1890,  and  his  wife,  who  was  born  in  1861,  died  in 
1944.  Both  are  buried  in  the  Rawl  Bennett  Cemetery,  near  Minford,  Ohio. 

Brooks  Mil  am. born  in  1885, lived  at  Stockdale,  Ohio,  and  was  married 
on  October  11,  1908,  to  Carrie  Fullerton,  of  Lucasville,  Ohio.  She  is  a  sister 
of  Mary  H.  Fullerton  whom  his  brother  Floyd  Milam  married  two  years  later.  The 
father  of  the  sisters  was  a  cousin  of  John  V.  Milam,  the  father  of  Brooks  and 
Floyd.  The  age  of  the  groom  and  the  age  of  the  bride  when  they  were  married 
was  the  same,  twenty  three  years. 

Floyd  Milam  was  born  in  1888.  He  was  married  on  March  6,  1910,  to 
Mary  H.  Fullerton,  of  Lucasville,  Ohio.  He  was  22  years  of  age  and  his  bride 
was  19  at  the  time  of  their  marriage.  At  that  time  he  was  residing  at  Beaver, 
Ohio.  They  now  live  at  Wool  stock,  near  Ft.  Dodge,  Iowa.  They  have  one  daughter 
who  is  married  and  lives  in  Iowa,  also. 


John  V .  Milam 


Mrs.  John  Milam  nee  Lida  Kirkpatrick, 
and  sons,  Brooks  and  Floyd 


The  Family  of  George  Washington  Milam  and  Eleanora  Minford  * 

George  Washington  Milam  was  one  of  twins  born  on  March  18,  1856  to  Russell 
Milam  and  Susannah  Fullerton  (Bennett)  Milam.  His  twin,  Franklin  Pierce  Milam. 
died  within  a  few  weeks  after  birth.  When  George  Washington  Milam  was  eleven 
years  of  age  he  injured  his  eye  with  a  piece  of  glass  from  a  bottle  broken  by 
him  when  shooting  at  it  with  his  half-brother’s  revolver.  As  result,  the  sight 
of  that  eye  was  lost. 

On  September  12,  1879,  George  Washington  Milam  and  Eleanora  (Ella)  Minford 
were  married  at  Harrisonville  (now  Minford)  Ohio.  Ella  was  born  in  1859  and  was 
the  daughter  of  William  J.  Minford  and  Mary  Ann  Mapes.  Her  father  was  direct 
from  Ireland  and  her  mother's  maternal  ancestry  was  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  ex¬ 
traction. 

The  George  Washington  Milams  resided  with  Mr.  MilamS  parents  and  in  1888 
upon  the  death  of  his  father  he  fell  heir  to  the  home  place  and  continued  to 
reside  on  that  farm  until  his  death.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
six  sons  and  two  daughters.  The  eldest  son,  Frank  Milam  (born  December  24, 
1880),  as  well  as  their  first  daughter,  Susannah  Milam,  (born  November  13, 
1889),  and  their  6th  son,  Clifford  Milam,  (born  January  22,  1892),  preceded 
their  parents  in  death.  Frank  died  in  1896;  Susannah  died  July  13,  1891;  and 
Clifford  died  February  22,  1895.  Mr.  Milam  died  in  July  1925  as  result  of 
being  kicked  by  a  horse.  He  was  69  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His 
wife  died  in  1941.  The  parents,  as  well  as  the  children  above  mentioned,  are 
buried  in  the  Rawl  Bennett  Cemetery,  near  Minford,  Ohio. 


1  William  J.  Minford  was  born  in  County  Entrin,  Ireland,  in  January  1929.  He 
was  the  son  of  John  Minford  and  Mary  Owl  Minford.  He  was  17  years  of  age  when 
he  came  with  his  mother,  a  brother,  and  two  sisters,  to  the  United  States.  His 
father  had  been  killed  when  on  a  cattle  buying  trip  away  from  home.  It  is 
believed  that  the  mother  found  it  necessary  to  apprentice  the  boys  to  learn 
trades,  in  order  to  obtain  passage  money  for  her  family.  They  landed  in  New 
York  City  about  the  first  of  June  1845  and  came  to  Portsmouth,  Ohio. 

At  Portsmouth,  William  learned  wagon  making  and  blacksmithing  from  J.  L. 
Ward  and  followed  those  occupations  for  the  most  of  his  life.  One  of  his  sons 
continued  to  operate  a  blacksmith  shop  and  two  grandsons  operated  their  own 
garage  in  the  community  where  their  early  ancestor  lived  and  worked. 

After  eight  years  in  Portsmouth,  William  Minford  spent  four  years  at  his 
trade  in  Iowa  and  traveled  through  Missouri  seeking  a  location.  He  returned 
to  Portsmouth,  however,  and  soon  settled  in  Harrisonville,  Scioto  County,  Ohio. 
This  town's  name  was  changed  to  Minford  in  honor  of  the  family  when  the  C.  &  0. 
Railway  was  built  through  the  town  in  1914.  There  was  another  town  in  the  Stati 
by  the  name  of  Harrisonville,  hence  the  change. 
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In  1853,  Mr.  Minford  was  married  to  Mary  Ann  Mapes,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  Mapes.  The  maiden  name  of  Mary  Ann  Mapes*  mother  is  uncertain  but  it  is 
believed  by  her  descendants  now  living  to  have  been  either  Chase  or  Case,  and 
it  is  believed  that  her  family  was  of  the  Pennsylvania  Dutch  extraction.  Her 
father,  however,  was  in  the  lumber  business  in  New  York  at  the  time  of  her 
elopement  and  marriage  to  Mr.  Mapes,  who  was  an  employe  of  her  father.  As  a 
consequence  of  this  marriage,  Mary  (Chase?)  Mapes  was  disinherited  by  her  father. 
After  her  death,  her  daughters  were  adopted  by  families  along  the  Ohio  River. 

Mr.  Minford  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  his  wife 
was  a  member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  In  1863  Mr.  Minford  enlisted 
in  the  Onion  Army  and  served  in  Company  L.,  First  Ohio  Heavy  Artillery,  under 
General  Thomas.  He  was  discharged  at  Camp  Dennison,  Ohio,  in  1865.  He  was 
a  member  of  Scioto  Post  No.  287,  GAR.  Although  his  capital  was  limited  in  the 
beginning  of  his  life  in  America,  Mr.  Minford  accumulated  a  good  property  by 
means  of  industry  and  economy,  and  was  respected  by  his  fellow  citizens.  Mary 
Ann  Mapes  Minford  died  in  August  1876,  and  in  1878  Mr.  Minford  married  his 
second  wife,  Abigal  Mead,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  Mead  and  Lydia  Dodge  Mead,  who 
were  natives  of  New  York  but  residents  of  Scioto  County,  Ohio. 


George  Washington  Milam  and  Wife  Eleanora  Minford. 


William  Russel  Milam  and  Ida  Irwin 


William  Russel  Milam,  born  July  26,  1883,  was  the  second  son  of  George 
Washington  Milam  and  Eleanora  Minford  Milam.  He  was  educated  at  Fairview 
School,  Stockdale,  Scioto,  Co.,  Ohio.  He  is  an  ordained  Minister,  having 
studied  the  Bible  at  the  Southern  Ohio  Bible  School  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  un¬ 
der  the  Reverend  _  Tillis,  Dean.  At  first,  Reverend  Milam  was  a  Missionary 

Baptist,  but  for  the  past  13  years  he  has  been  a  Freewill  Baptist.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  work  in  the  ministry  he  has  been  a  millwright  by  trade  and  was 
employed  at  Portsmouth  in  that  capacity  for  35  years,  having  retired  3  years 
ago  at  the  age  of  68.  He  serves  the  Harrison  Baptist  Church  one  mile  east 
of  his  home. 

On  December  13,  1907,  William  Russel  Milam  was  married  to  Ida  Erwin, 
daughter  of  William  Erwin  and  Nancy  Monroe  Erwin.  Her  paternal  grandparents 
were  Sam  Erwin  and  Nancy  (Anna)  White  Erwin,  and  her  maternal  grandfather  was 
Tom  Monroe.  The  Erwins  are  of  Irish  descent.  Ida  Erwin  was  born  Dec.  12, 

1891,  near  Minford,  and  attended  the  local  schools.  In  later  years  her  interest 
has  been  in  gardening,  both  vegetables  and  flowers.  Their  five  children  are  all 
married. 


Avenell  Milam  was  born  Sept.  21,  1908,  in  Marysville,  Union  County, 
Ohio.  She  took  the  Home  Economics  course  in  high  school  and  also  had  two 
years  of  college  work  at  Athens,  Ohio.  She  married  Harrison  Damon  Snyder,  in 
1929  in  Indiana.  Her  husband  is  Township  Clerk  and  also  works  as  an  inspector 
at  Detroit  Steel  Company,  at  New  Boston,  Ohio.  They  live  in  Minford  and  have 
two  children: 

Donald  Snyder  was  born  in  1929.  He  was  in  the  Army  for  three 
years  after  World  War  II.  He  studied  tool  making  under  the  supervision  of  his 
Uncle  Willard  Milam.  In  1949  he  married  Joan  Suter.  They  live  in  Dayton, Ohio. 
They  have  one  child,  Sherel  Snyder  born  in  1951. 

Jean  Snyder  married  Jimmy  Jarvis.  He  is  a  dental  laboratory 
technician.  They  live  in  Minford,  Ohio. 

George  Cleo  Milam,  born  Sept.  2,  1913;  married  Naomi  Alberta  Jenkins, 
of  Lucasville,  Ohio,  on  November  11,  1939.  She  was  21  at  the  time  of  her  mar¬ 
riage.  They  reside  in  Minford  where  they  operate  a  dry  cleaning  business. 

Their  four  children  are  all  still  in  school.  They  are:  Sammie  Milam,  born  April 
24,  1940;  Lois  Milam,  born  July  13,  1942;  Nancy  Milam,  born  Sept.  8,  1943;  and 
Mary  Ann  Milam,  born  June  24,  1948. 

Willard  Erwin  Milam  was  born  Sept.  13,  1917.  After  finishing  High 
School  he  learned  the  toolmaker  trade  at  Detroit  Steel  Co.  and  is  now  located 
in  the  Dayton,  Ohio  plant  of  that  company,  in  charge  of  toolmakers  and  instructs 
them  in  the  trade.  He  was  married  to  Helen  Lucille  Van  Horn  of  New  Boston,  Ohio 
on  May  13,  1939.  She  was  21  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  marriage.  They  have 
three  boys  and  one  girl:  Deanie  Milam,  born  July  12,  1940;  Nathan  Chuckv)  Milam, 
born  in  1942;  LeRoy  Milam,  born  in  1944;  and  Brinda  Milam,  born  Oct.  29,1949. 
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Paul  Edward  Milam  was  born  Feb.  7,  1924.  He  is  a  Minister  in  the 
Freewill  Baptist  Church,  and  is  also  a  chemist  in  the  atomic  plant  at  Piketon, 
Ohio.  He  is  taking  a  course  in  subjects  connected  with  his  work  at  the  plant 
at  Oakridge,  Tennessee.  He  married  Mae  Elizabeth  Shaw  on  March  28,  1946. 

They  have  two  children:  Sharon  Milam  born  in  1947  at  Fullerton,  Ky. ;  and  Tina 
Milam  born  in  1953. 

Pauline  Milam  was  born  October  10,  1926  and  was  married  in  1949  to 
Bennie  Wright,  an  optician.  They  reside  in  Minford,  Ohio.  She  is  employed  in 
a  local  dry  cleaning  establishment.  They  have  no  children. 

John  C.  Milam  and  May  Bennett 

John  C.  Milam  was  born  August  27,  1884.  in  Scioto  County,  Ohio.  He  was  the 
third  of  the  eight  children  of  George  Washington  Milam  and  Ella  Minford.  He  was 
married  in  1904  at  Minford,  Ohio,  to  May  Bennett,  daughter  of  Louis  and  Lottie 
Brown  Bennett,  of  Stockdale,  Ohio.  He  was  a  carpenter  and  the  family  resided  at 
Sciotoville,  0.  They  had  three  children.  He  died  in  December  1932  and  is  buried 
at  Memorial  Park  Cemetery,  Sciotoville,  Ohio.  His  widow  still  resides  at  Scioto¬ 
ville; 


Nellie  Milam  was  born  in  December  1905.  She  married  Denver  Gahm  at 
Sciotoville.  He  is  a  foreman  for  the  Norfolk  and  Western  Railway.  They  have 
two  daughters,  both  married:  Norma  Gahm  Carson  teaches  in  Sciotoville  Grade 
School;  and  Marge  Gahm  Wagner  is  on  the  faculty  of  Ohio  Northern,  at  Ada,  Ohio. 
Her  husband  is  a  lieutenant  in  the  Air  Force. 

Randall  Milam  was  born  February  4,  1914.  He  attended  Rio  Grande  Col¬ 
lege  and  is  a  school  teacher.  He  resides  at  Wyoming,  Ohio,  and  teaches  in  the 
schools  there.  He  is  married  to  Lillian  Weber.  Their  four  children  are:  Jarleth. 
Godfrey.  John,  and  Mary  Milam. 

Selma  Milam  was  born  in  i922  in  Scioto  County.  She  attended  school  in 
Portsmouth.  She  is  married  to  Clyde  Nagel,  who  travels  for  the  Wheeling  Steel 
Corporation.  They  reside  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Their  children  are  Susan  and 
Peggy  Nagel. 
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George  Roscoe  Milam 


George  Roscoe  Milam.  4th  of  the  8  children  of  George  Washington  Milam, 
and  Eleanora  Minford,  was  born  November  14,  1887,  at  Madison  Township  Scioto 
County,  Ohio.  He  was  married,  first,  to  Mary  Poole,  daughter  of  Rufus  Poole, 
and  Nancy  Bennett.  They  were  married  at  Portsmouth  on  Dec.  26,  1912.  She 
was  a  grand  niece  of  Elizabeth  Bennett  who  married  Allen  Lesley,  the  brother 
of  Ada  Lesley  Milam.  They  resided  at  Lucasville,  Ohio.  He  was  rural  letter 
carrier.  Mary  Poole  Milam  died  on  June  1,  1949,  and  is  buried  at  Lucasville, 

0.  They  had  three  children: 

Carmen  Milam,  born  March  10,  1917,  at  Lucasville,  Ohio,  was  married  to 
Ralph  Jackson,  a  mail  carrier  at  Lucasville,  on  August  4,  1944.  They  have  one 
adopted  child,  David  Jackson,  born  August  2,  1937  at  Lucasville,  0. 

Edwin  L.  Milam,  born  January  24,  1914  at  Minford,  0.  teaches  in  manual 
training  school  in  Shelbyville,  Indiana.  He  was  married  at  Sandy  Springs  ,  Ohio, 
by  W.  Russell  Milam,  his  father's  brother,  to  Mary  Frances  Gilpin,  daughter  of 
Elmer  Wesley  Gilpin  and  Louisa  (Cline)  Gilpin  of  Sciotoville,  Ohio.  Mary  Frances 
Gilpin  was  born  November  17,  1911.  They  were  married  on  June  6,  1937,  and  have 
one  son,  Rooer  Cline  Milam,  born  July  9,  1947  at  Portsmouth  General  Hospital 
when  parents  resided  at  Bethel,  0. 

Roger  Rufus  Milam  was  born  July  11,  1928,  at  Lucasville,  Ohio.  He 
attended  school  at  Lucasville  and  took  his  senior  year  of  high  school  at  Mt. 
Vernon  Academy,  Ohio,  a  private  school.  He  then  went  to  Washington,  D.  C.  where 

he  was  employed  at  the  David  Taylor  Model  Basin,  doing  research  work  in  ship  hull 

vibration,  for  a  period  of  three  years.  He  studied  voice  and  instrumental  music 
and  mathematics  for  five  years  at  the  Washington  Missionary  College,  at  Takoma 

Park,  Maryland.  For  part  of  this  time  he  worked  as  a  truck  driver.  On  February 

8,  1955,  Roger  entered  the  Army  Medical  Corps  for  two  years  duty,  as  a  non-com¬ 
batant.  He  was  stationed  at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  with  Co.  C-3rd  Batallion, Brooks 
Army  Medical  Training  Center,  Ft.  Sam  Houston,  Texas,  and  in  September  1955  was 
sent  to  Ft.  Belvoir,  Virginia. 

Roger  R.  Milam  and  D.  Anita  Britton  were  married  on  August  20,1950, at 
Takoma  Park,  Maryland.  Anita  was  a  teacher  at  the  Washington  Missionary  College, 
but  is  now  employed  at  David  Taylor  Model  Basin  and  teaches  an  evening  class  in 
Mathematics  at  WMC.  They  live  in  Takoma  Park,  Maryland.  Her  parents,  H.  M. 
Britton  and  Lillie  Ella  Coleman,  are  from  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  near 
Rock  Hall.  Anita's  paternal  grandmother,  Elizabeth  Musgrove  Quimby,came  from 
Philadelphia.  Her  maternal  grandmother  was  Scotch.  She  was  Ella  Amanda  Taylor, 
daughter  of  James  Stein  Taylor  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Beck,  who  came  from  Scotland. 
Anita's  maternal  grandfather  was  Marion  Coleman,  son  of  Hln.  Wesley  Coleman  and 
Martha  Hynson. 

George  Roscoe  Milam  was  married  to  his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Perlene  L.  Hill, 
at  Orient,  Ohio,  on  December  21,  1951.  Her  maiden  name  was  Perlene  L.  Post. 

She  was  born  March  26,  1895,  in  Wayne  Township,  Fayette  County,  Ohio,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Raymond  Otis  Post  and  Ollie  Leora  Lyle.  Her  parents  were  both  born  in 
Wayne  Township,  her  father  on  September  11,1870,  and  her  mother  on  August  4, 

1877. 
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Thurman  LeRov  Milam  and  Irma  Spriggs 


Thurman  LeRov  Milam  was  born  February  10,  1892,  and  is  the  fifth  son  of  George 
Washington  Milam.  He  is  the  only  one  who  is  a  farmer.  He  was  married  on  Septem¬ 
ber  20,  1916  to  Irma  Spriggs,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Genevieve  Spriggs,  of 
Lucasville,  Ohio.  She  was  20  years  of  age  when  she  married  and  he  was  24.  They 
have  no  children.  They  live  in  Union  City,  Indiana,  but  the  farm  which  they  own 
and  operate  is  in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  near  the  Indiana  line. 

Elnora  Milam  and  Frederick  William  Adams 

Elnora,  8th  of  the  children  of  George  Washington  Milam  and  Eleanora  Min- 
ford,  was  born  March  7,  1900,  at  Minford,  Scioto  County,  Ohio.  She  taught  school 
for  nine  years  before  marriage  on  May  31,  1928,  to  Frederick  William  Adams.  They 
were  married  in  the  Methodist  parsonage  at  Circleville,  Ohio.  Her  husband  was 
the  son  of  Henry  Adams  and  Christine  Pfarr  of  Beaver,  Ohio.  Both  his  paternal 
and  maternal  grandparents  came  from  Germany  in  1834.  The  German  spelling  of  his 
father’s  name  is  "Adam"  but  when  the  grandparents  came  to  this  country  they  adopt 
ed  the  English  spelling  of  "Adams". 

After  her  children  were  born,  Elnora  operated  a  beauty  shop  in  her  home  for 
eleven  years,  and  then  returned  to  teaching.  She  resides  and  teaches  at  Bethel, 
Ohio,  30  miles  out  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  She  attends  summer  sessions  at  Ohio 
University  and  will  have  her  degree  in  another  summer  or  two. 

William  Adams  was  born  June  14,  1930,  at  Beaver,  Ohio,  lives  at  Beaver 
and  is  a  guard  at  the  atomic  plant  at  Waverly,  Ohio.  He  served  two  years  in  the 
Armed  Forces,  16  months  of  which  was  in  Korea.  He  was  discharged  in  1953  and 
was  married  on  June  5,  1954  in  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Portsmouth,  Ohio  to 
Elizabeth  Joan  Eichhorn.  They  have  a  son,  William  Frederick  Adams.  Jr.  born  April 
13,  1955. 

Peggy  Elaine  Adams  was  born  at  Beaver,  Ohio,  April  8,  1929.  She  at¬ 
tended  Ohio  University,  Athens,  Ohio  and  graduated  with  the  class  of  1950.  She 
was  married  on  March  18,  1950  in  Methodist  Church,  Athens,  Ohio  to  Norman  L. 
Hockman  who  also  is  of  German  descent  (The  German  spelling  is  Hochman. )  His 
grandparents  settled  in  Defiance,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  on  November  11,  1925. 
Norman  is  also  a  graduate  of  Ohio  University  at  Athens,  (Class  of  1949),  and  is 
employed  as  an  architectural  engineer  for  the  Ohio  Oil  Company,  at  Findlay,  Ohio, 
where  the  family  resides.  Their  daughter,  Greta  Lynne  Hockman  was  born  February 
24,  1953. 

Ella  Rosalie  Adams,  born  August  4,  1931,  at  Lucasville,  Ohio  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Robert  Earl  Hamilton,  a  marine  sergeant  who  had  four  years  service, being 
stationed  at  Camp  LeJeune,  N.  C.  and  at  Naval  Base,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  They  were 
narried  in  November  1950  at  Trinity  M.  E.  Church,  Portsmouth,  Ohio.  Her  husband, 
also,  is  employed  at  the  atomic  plant  at  Waverly.  They  have  one  daughter,  Jan 
Jarie  Hamilton,  born  Sept.  30,  1954. 
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ELIZABETH,  MARTIN,  AND  RACHEL  (FILURIA)  MILAM 
(Fourth  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Children  of  Ada  Lesley) 

There  is  little  information  available  concerning  these  three  children 
of  Ada  Lesley  and  Edward  Milam.  That  which  has  been  given  by  members  of 
the  family,  and  some  additional  gleaned  from  records  examined  by  this 
researcher,  is  given  below. 

Elizabeth  Milam  seems  to  have  been  the  eldest  daughter  and  to  have 
been  born  about  1820.  She  may  have  been  born  in  Kentucky  before  her  parents 
moved  to  Ohio,  but,  as  previously  stated  on  the  preceding  pages,  the  family 
of  Edward  Milam  is  shown  to  have  been  in  Ohio  as  early  as  1820  (Census  of 
Scioto  County,  Ohio  1820).  Her  birth  year  is  deduced  from  the  fact  that 
she  is  listed  as  20  years  of  age  in  1850  (Census). 

Elizabeth  married  Martin  Anderson  about  1854,  and  had  a  son,  Martin  L. 
Anderson,  born  about  1855  (Census  of  1860  lists  him  as  five  years  of  age). 

Both  he  and  his  mother  aie  listed  with  the  household  of  Martin  Milam  and 
Ida  (Ada)  Milam.  Apparently  her  husband  died  shortly  after  marriage. 

In  1870,  Elizabeth  Anderson  is  listed  as  head  of  her  household  and  her 
son  Martin  L.  is  15  years  of  age  in  that  year.  In  that  same  year  her  mother, 
Ada  Milam,  is  listed  with  the  household  of  Samuel  and  Rachel  Henson.  These 
listings  are  all  in  Scioto  County,  Ohio,  and  in  Madison  Township,  The  names 
of  neither  Elizabeth  Anderson  nor  Ada  Milam  appear  in  Scioto  County  Census  in 
1880,  and  neither  did  the  name  of  Martin  Milam. 

We  are  told  that  Martin  L.  Anderson.  Jr.,  married  Cindy _  and 

that  they  were  the  parents  of  several  children,  one  of  whom  was  Nell ie  Ander¬ 
son.  who  married  _ ,  but  is  believed  to  have  had  no  children. 

They  lived  near  Bement,  Illinois. 

Martin  Milam  was  apparently  born  about  1835,  as  he  is  listed  with 
the  family  of  Addi  Millara  (Ada  Milam)  in  1850  at  15  years  of  age.  He  is 
listed  therein  as  a  farmer.  In  1860  he  is  listed  as  the  head  of  the  house¬ 
hold,  with  his  mother  Ada  (Ida)  listed  with  him,  and  also  his  sister  Elizabeth 
Anderson  and  her  son,  Martin  Anderson.  This  is  the  last  mention  of  Martin 
Milam  in  the  Census 'of  Scioto  County  Ohio.  It  is  not  known  what  became  of 
him.  The  Milam  family  now  living  did  not  mention  him  at  all,  and  possibly 
had  no  knowledge  of  him.  On  the  other  hand,  Allen  Milam,  whom  they  do  mention, 
was  not  mentioned  at  all  in  the  Census  of  1850  nor  thereafter.  Therefore,  un¬ 
less  they  are  one  and  the  same,  it  is  apparent  that  Allen  died  before  1850. 

This  is  the  first  year  that  the  Census  gives  anyone  by  name  except  the  heads 
of  household. 

Rachel  (Filuria)  Milam  was  born  about  1837  and  married  Samuel  Henson. 
Samuel  Henson  came  to  Ohio  from  Pennsylvania  where  he  was  born,  and  was  of 
English  descent,  his  father  having  been  born  in  England  and  his  mother  in 
Pennsylvania.  (Census  of  Scioto  County,  1880).  These  records  indicate  he 
was  born  about  1835  and  that  he  and  Rachel  Milam  were  married  about  1860  or 
1861.  They  had  a  daughter,  Harriet  A.  Henson. 9  years  of  age  in  1870,  in 
other  words  the  daughter  was  born  about  the  middle  of  1861. 
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During  the  intervening  ten  years  between  1870  and  1880  there  were  added 
three  more  children:  Samuel  M.  Henson,  born  about  1870;  John  A.  Henson,  born 
about  1875;  and  Russel  E.  Henson,  born  about  1876.  Rachel  (or  Filuria) 

Milam  Henson  may  have  died  in  1880  or  before  as  she  is  not  listed  in  1880 
Census  with  her  family.  I  have  been  informed  that  Gilbert  Henson,  now  living 
at  Minford,  Ohio,  is  a  grandson  of  Samuel  and  Filuria  (or  Rachel)  Henson, 
but  efforts  to  contact  him  have  been  to  no  avail. 
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ESTHER  MA NERVY  MILAM 


(Fourth  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Daughter  of  Ada  Lesley) 

Esther  Manervy  Milam,  daughter  of  Ada  Lesley  and  Edward  Milam,  was  one 
of  seven  children.  She  was  born  in  Scioto  County,  Ohio,  on  September  21, 
1825. 


In  1846  at  the  age  of  21,  Esther  disposed  of  her  interest  in  the  Milam 
homestead  in  Scioto  County  to  her  brother,  Russell  Milam.  Her  elder  sister, 
Elizabeth,  had  done  the  same  as  to  her  own  interest  in  the  preceding  year. 
Although  it  is  not  definitely  established,  it  is  assumed  that  thair  father 
was  deceased  at  the  time  of  the  transference  of  Elizabeth's  interest.  How¬ 
ever  it  is  entirely  possible  that  the  girls  were  given  their  interests  on 
reaching  the  age  of  21,  even  though  their  parent  was  still  living. 

In  1849,  when  her  mother  disposed  of  her  interest  in  the  Lesley  home 
on  John’s  Creek,  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  to  her  brother,  Martin  Lesley, Esther 
apparently  returned  with  her  uncle  for  a  visit  to  Pike  County.  At  any  rate, 
she  was  a  member  of  his  household  in  1850. 

In  1852  —  on  June  13th  —  Esther  M.  Milam  was  married  in  Pike  County, 
Kentucky,  to  James  Madison  Jackson.  Her  husband  was  the  widower  of  her  aunt, 
Naomi  Lesley  Jackson,  her  mother’s  younger  sister.  At  the  time  of  her  mar¬ 
riage,  Esther  was  27  and  her  husband’s  age  was  given  as  30  years,  and  his 
birthplace  as  Russell  County,  Virginia.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by 
Franklin  W.  Phillips,  Minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

By  marriage,  Esther  became  step-mother  to  three  small  children  of  her 
husband  and  her  Aunt  Naomi  who  had  died  just  a  few  months  previously  (January 
1852).  The  children  were  Martyn  Greenville  (or  Green  as  he  was  afterwards 
more  often  called),  aged  6  at  tiie  time  of  his  mother’s  death;  Madison  Wayne, 
who  was  just  over  one  year  of  age,  and  Naomi,  an  infant  of  a  few  months. 

More  about  these  children  and  their  mother  is  given  in  the  chapter  devoted 
to  their  mother,  Naomi  Lesley  page  296  .  Here,  it  is  sufficient  to 

say  that  apparently  only  one,  Green,  grew  up  and  married.  The  other  two 
are  believed  to  have  died  either  in  childhood  or  as  young  adults,  and  to 
have  not  married. 

The  family  continued  to  live  in  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  several  of  their  children  were  born  there.  They  were  in  Pike 
County  at  least  as  late  as  1860,  and  were  in  Logan  County,  West  Virginia, 
at  least  as  early  as  1870.  One  source  states  that  they  went  first  to  Round 
Hollow,  West  Virginia.  They  eventually  settled  at  Lang  Bottom  at  what  is 
now  knowa  as  Sprigg,  West  Virginia,  and  in  time  owned  much  land  in  the  rich 
coal  belt.  Many  of  their  descendants  still  live  around  Logan. 

Mr.  Jackson  became  sheriff  of  Logan  and  Mingo  counties  when  th-ey  were 
in  the  one  county  of  Logan,  and  in  time  became  High  Sheriff  of  Logan.  Family 
tradition  and  some  local  history  reveals  that  Mr.  Jackson  was  quite  a  hand¬ 
some  man  and  quite  popular  with  the  ladies.  He  was  sheriff  at  the  time  of 
the  McCoy-Hatfield  Feud.  It  is  said  that  he  did  not  like  to  get  mixed  up 
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in  family  quarrels  and  disliked  punishing  people,  but  took  the  duties  of  his 
office  seriously.  He  was  described  as  a  sheriff  with  an  ever-ready  smile  and 
was  well  liked,  a  man  of  property  and  a  well  respected  citizen,  as  well  as 
a  leader  in  the  social  and  cultural  life  of  the  area. 

After  Mr.  Jackson  became  sheriff  of  Logan  County  in  1870  he  sold  his  property 
on  Tug  River  (Lang  Bottom)  to  his  son,  Martyn  Green  Jackson.  This  sale  was  made 
in  1871  and  the  property,  which  consisted  of  125  acres,  was  sold  for  $500.  This 
is  said  to  be  the  largest  piece  of  flat  land  in  that  section  and  is  now  occupied 
by  the  Williamson  Country  Club,  near  Sprigg  W.  Va.  Soon  after  removing  to  Logan 
as  sheriff  of  the  county,  James  Madison  Jackson  acquired  land  on  Main  Island 
Creek,  Island  Creek  and  Mud  Fork.  Island  Creek  has  since  that  time  been  known 
as  the  "home  of  the  Jackson  descendants".  He  built  his  home  at  Mt.  Gay,  a  mile 
above  the  county  seat,  at  the  junction  of  the  two  main  branches  of  the  creek. 

His  home  became  a  station  for  those  who  lived  above  on  the  three  branches.  It 
was  on  this  land  that  the  first  Logan  County  mine  operation  was  begun  by  Harry 
S.  Gay,  Sr.,  in  1902,  at  Mt.  Gay.  Verdunville,  Shamrock,  Cora,  Yuma,  and  Mt. 

Gay  coal  companies  are  the  existing  operations  which  are  located  on  the  original 
Jackson  farm.  Some  of  these  are  a  part  of  the  Island  Creek  Coal  Company, 
said  to  be  largest  mining  organization  in  the  world. 

James  Madison  Jackson  is  said  to  have  outlived  many  of  his  children.  His 
death  is  believed  to  have  occurred  about  1885,  at  about  63  years  of  age.  He 
is  mentioned  in  historical  writings  as  late  as  1882  (Theron  Crawford,  "American 
Vendetta").  He  is  buried  in  the  Tom  Smith  Cemetery  at  Yuma,  W.  Va.,  as  are 
also  many  members  of  the  Ellis  family  with  whom  some  of  his  descendants  inter¬ 
married.  Esther  Milam  Jackson  is  buried  in  Mounts  Cemetery,  Mt.  Gay,  W.  Va. 

She  pre-deceased  her  husband,  and  he  is  said  to  have  married  a  third  wife. 

The  children  of  Esther  Milam  and  James  Madison  Jackson  were:  Elizabeth, 

Samuel,  Robert,  Kate  (Caroline  C.  or  Catherine),  Esther,  Rhoda,  and  Saul  (Solomon). 
Although  Saul  is  spoken  of  by  our  informant  as  being  the  youngest  in  this  family, 
some  records  indicate  that  he  was  older  than  the  daughters,  Esther  and  Rhoda. 

These  same  records  indicate  that  all  except  these  two  daughters  were  born  in 
Pike  County,  Ky.,  and  that  they  were  born  in  W.  Va.  Their  descendants  are 
numerous  and  are  to  be  found  in  many  states,  including  W.  Va. ,  Ky. ,  Ohio,  Kansas, 
and  Missouri.  Among  the  families  with  whom  they  have  intermarried  are  Ellis, 

Drake, Dye,  McCoy,  Hatfield,  Vance,  Baisden,  Williamson,  Belcher,  Burnett,  Adkins, 
Justice,  Looney,  Turner  Coleman,  Gilley,  Costa,  See,  Perry,  Avis,  Stepp, Dingess, 
Deskins,  Brothers,  Ross,  Riley,  McGlothlin,  Reed,  Fletcher,  Byrd,  Buskirk,  White 
and  many  others. 1 


1  Information  concerning  these  sons  and  daughters  of  Esther  Milam  ana  James 
M.  Jackson,  and  their  families,  has  been  supplied  by  Homer  C„  McCoy,  a  descendant 
of  their  son,  Robert  Jackson.  The  pictures  used  are  also  contributed  by  Mr. 

McCoy.  He  has  been  assisted  in  the  collection  of  the  data  by  various  members 
of  the  families  and  wishes  to  acknowledge  their  cooperation. 
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Family  of  Elizabeth  Jackson  and _ (?) 

Elizabeth  Jackson  was  b  about  1854.  She  seems  to  have  been  known  as  "Beth" 
and  as  "Betty",  but  the  information  regarding  her  is  rather  vague  and  uncertain. 
One  source  states  she  married  James  R.  Perry;  another,  that  she  married  E.  P. 
Morgan.  She  had  two  daughters:  Emma  and  Victoria.  Emma  married  Tom  Baisden. 

They  had  two  daughters,  Hazel  and  Mabel  Baisden.  who  are  school  teachers  at 
Whitman,  W.  Va.  Bnma  Baisden  is  deceased  and  is  buried  in  Tom  Baisden  Cemetery, 
Whitman,  W.  Va.  Elizabeth  Jackson,  her  mother,  is  buried  in  Logan  Cemetery. 

The  Family  of  Samuel  Jackson  and  Nannie  Deskins 

Samuel  Jackson. the  second  of  the  children  of  Esther  Milam  and  James  Madison 
Jackson,  was  born  March  29,  1856,  in  Pike  County,  Ky.  As  a  youth  he  went  with 
his  parents  and  family  to  W.  Va.  He  was  m  on  7-9,1882  to  Nannie  Deskins.  She 
was  born  May  13,  1860.  She  has  been  described  by  a  daughter  to  have  always 
been  "very  stout,  weighing  250  pounds  or  more".  Another  informant  speaks  of 
her  skill  in  Spencerian  penmanship,  being  able  to  draw  "the  birds  and  curved 
figures  to  perfection".  Some  of  her  children  and  grandchildren  inherited  her 
artistic  skill  and  have  put  it  to  various  uses.  They  were  the  parents  of  7 
children. 


Minnie  Jackson  m  Lonnie  Bevins:  Wayne  Jackson  m  Maud  B.  Murphy;  Chester 
Jackson,  d  as  a  child:  Stella  Lee  Jackson,  ra  Maurice  Rilev:  Martha  Esther  Jackson, 
1st  m  Lewis  Edward  Fletcher.  2nd  William  Ellis,  and  3rd  VirqiB  Jensen  Byrd;  Luna 
Jackson,  d  in  childhood;  and  James  Madison  Jackson  II  m  1st  Margaret  Wheeler, 
and  2nd,  Irene  Higgs. 

Samuel  Jackson  d  10-10,1899;  buried  at  Shamrock.  W.  Va.  At  least  two  of 
his  children  who  died  in  childhood  —  Chester  and  Luna  Jackson  —  are  also  buried 
there.  Chester,  born  6-25,1886,  d  3-23,1887.  Luna  born  5-10,1891,  d  10-9,1892, 
Samuel's  widow  m  John  Reed,  no  children;  she  d  12-6,1911.  He  is  still  living. 

Minnie  Jackson  and  Lonnie  Bevins  Family 

Minnie  Jackson  b  10-19,1883;  m  Lonnie  Bevins;  12  children:  Mrs.  Bevins 
and  at  least  some  of  her  family  live  near  Pikeville,  Ky. 

Myrtle  Bevins  b  9-2,1901;  m  1st  in  Feb.  1920  to  Patrick  Belcher,  their 
child,  Lorranie;  m  2nd  to  Landon  Burnett,  their  son,  Paul  Edward  Burnett.  Carl 
Bevins  b  8-12,  (or  13)  1903;  m  in  12,1924,  to  Opal  Williamson.  Children:  Buford. 
Wade.  Margery.  Elster.  Jarrell  and  Lola  Mae  Bevins.  Orpha  Bevins  b  1-15-1906; 
m  in  Nov.  1920,  to  Allen  M.  Adkins.  Children:  Marie.  Maynard.  Holen.  Avonelle. 
and  Eula  Jean  Adkins.  Wayne  Bevins  was  born  May  30,1908,  and  m  in  Aug.  1927  to 
Golda  Justice:  children:  Paul ine  and  Elleqene  Bevins.  Troy  Bevins  was  b  10-8,1910 
in  1-1,1947  to  Avonelle  Loonev:  children:  Patricia.  Ann.  Jerry  Clark  Bevins. 

James  Bevins  was  b  5-29,1913  and  was  m  first  in  1933  ‘.o  Ocie  Justice:  no  children; 
2nd  in  1948  to  Gladys  Turner,  child,  Patricia  Louise  Bevins.  Stella  Martha 
Bevins  was  b  1-20,1916,  and  was  m  in  10-1932,  to  Taylor  Justice.  They  live  near 
Pikeville,  Ky. ;  children:  Jack  Leon.  Linton  Alonzo,  and  Taylor  Justice.  Jr. 
Maurice  Bevins  b  10-28,1918:  m  in  Dec.  1936.  Junior  Bevins  b  5-5-1921:  m  in 
Sept.  1939  to  Bertha  Coleman:  children:  Mary  Mae.  Alice  Fay.  Curtis  Eugene. 

James  Robert,  and  Larry  Dean  Bevins.  Augustine  Bevins  and  Eugene  Bevins  (twins) 
b  Dec.  20,  1923.  Augustine  married  in  Sept.  1940;  and  Eugene  m  in  Jan.  1942, 
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to  Grant  Gilley;  child:  Jimmy  Grant  Bevins.  Frank  Bevins  b  9-27,1927  to 
Natalie  See:  child:  Sylvia  Faith  Bevins. 

Family  of  Wayne  Jackson  and  Maud  Blanche  Murphy 

rtavne  Jackson  b  3-6,1385;  m  6-30,1909  to  Maud  Blanche  Murphy  at  Paola, Kansas. 
Wayne  served  in  the  U.  S.  Army.  He  was  an  oil  driller,  and  also  a  barber;  served 
5  years  as  Chief  of  Police  at  Paola.  He  was  an  inventor  and  three  of  his  inventions 
were  patented  by  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office.  One  of  these  is  an  electrical  swivel 
which  turns  at  high  speed  without  breaking  contact.  The  Wayne  Jacksons  were  the 
parents  of  four  children.  Mrs.  Jackson,  b  3-14,1086,  d  5-23,1932.  Wayne  d 
March  27,1946. 

Norman  Jackson,  b  4-22,1910;  m  1-11,1942  to  Maiorie  Ruth  Noffsinger. 
b  6-23,1922.  Norman  is  a  construction  superintendent,  and,  in  spare  time,  a 
scenic  artist.  His  wife  is  employed  as  a  typist;  one  child,  Larry  Wayne  Jackson, 
b  8-13,1946.  They  reside  at  Hutchinson,  Kansas.  Morrison  Jackson  b  9-2,1912; 
n  on  9-29,1935  to  Carolyn  Ruth  Rodewald.  b  7-1,1912.  He  is  in  the  office  of 
Producers  Pipe  Line  Co.  On  the  side,  he  is  sign  painter.  His  wife  is  employed 
at  a  local  drug  store.  They  reside  in  Paola,  Kansas.  Eula  Ruth  Jackson  b  11- 
12,  191 2(? ) ;  m  in  June  1933  to  John  Wesley  Lamb  who  owns  a  restaurant  in  LaCynge, 
<ans.  She  works  in  a  cafe  at  Lenexa,  Kansas.  Their  son,  Jimmie  Dean  Lamb,  b 

'Jov.  _ 1934,  is  an  officer  in  the  U.  S.  Army.  Thornton  Lee  Jackson  b  12-15, 

.1917;  m  6-15-1940  to  Carmaleda  Faye  Easley,  b  4-30,1921.  He  was  in  WWII  and 
jas  in  the  D-Day  Invasion  of  Europe.  He  is  a  salesman  for  Nash-Finch  Co.,  a 
wholesale  grocery  and  produce  company.  They  reside  in  Huron,  S.D. :  children: 
lan  Lee  Jackson,  b  3-19,1944,  and  Pamela  Ann  Jackson,  b  6-14,1948. 

itella  Jackson  and  Maurice  Riley 

Stella  Lee  Jackson  b  3-19,1889  or  1888  d  10-1,1953;  m  Maurice  Joseph  Riley 
>  7-21,1887;  lived  at  Barboursville,  W.  Va. ;  six  children: 

Patrick  Joseph  Riley  b  2-28,1914;  m  Ruby  Agnes  Sawyers (b  12-5,1917); 

.wo  children:  Dale  Patrick  Riley. b  10-5,1935;  and  Peggy  Sue  Riley,  b  10-5,1951. 
lames  Riley  b  10-26,1916;  m  Edith  Elizabeth  Rhodes  Cb  12-5,1917);  four  children 
iving  and  one  dec.:  Robert  Lee  Riley.b  8-28,1939;  Patricia  Ann  Riley. b  12-7, 

942;  James  Ray  Riley,  b  3-26,1945;  Mary  Susan  Riley.b  6-14,1952;  the  youngest 
tillborn,  unnamed.  Stella  Joanna  Riley,  b  2-16,1919,  m  Pert  Hammond  Roush 
b  6-18,1916);  3  children  Michael  Dwain  Roush,  b  2-26,1952;  Terrence  Joseph 
oush  and  twin  Thomas  Edmund  Roush  b  11-20,1954.  Susan  Elizabeth  Riley,  b  2- 
,1921,  m  Frederick  Clark  Brothers  (b  4-25,  1919;  3  children:  Riley  Clark  Brothers. 

7-17,1947  Nettie  Louise  Brothers.  1-17,1949;  and  Stella  Elizabeth  Brothers,  b 
-23,) 951. 


Catherine  Marie  Riley,  b  l-24,1923c  m  Anthony  (Tony)  Costa  (b  6-12, 
921;  2  children:  John  Anthony  Costa.  2-14,1947  and  Joseph  Martin  Costa  b  9- 
7,1950.  Mary  Cecilia  Riley,  b  8-13,  1925,  m  Donald  Louis  Ross  b  12-17,1926; 
children:  David  Malcolm  Ross,  b  3,27,1943;  Ronald  Neil  Ross,  b  9-27,1950,  and 
inothv  Stephen  Ross,  b  12-24,1955. 

Brtha  Esther  Jackson  and  Lewis  Edward  Fletcher 

Martha  Esther  Jackson  b  9-26,1839;  m  2-3-1905  to  Lewis  Edward  Fletcher 
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b  1-23,1076,  at  Athens  W.  Va. ;  d  12-19,1913.  He  served  in  the  Spanish  American 
War  in  1898.  There  were  four  children.  Martha  Esther  Jackson  married  twice 
again  but  had  no  other  family.  Her  2nd  husband  was  William  Ellis.  She  m  on 
8-16,1924  to  Virgil  Jensen  Byrd.  They  reside  in  St.  Anns,  Missouri. 

Alva  Ray  Fletcher,  b  1-4,1907,  m  twice:married  on  11-8,1928  to  Violet 
Cook;  2  sons:  Freddie  Edward  Fletcher,  a  Marine,  and  Arthur  Ray  Fletcher,  an 

electrician.  His  2nd  m  was  to  _  and  took  place  in  Ohio.  Roy  Lee  Fletcher 

11-3,1908;  twice  m  ;  1st  in  March  1928  to  Cora  May  Odear;four  children:  Martha 
Esther.  Millicent  Louise.  Luci  Mae  and  Daniel  Lee  Roy  Jenson  Fletcher.  2nd  11- 
9,1938  to  Lillie  England:  no  children.  Grady  Mason  Fletcher  b  12-27,1911,  d 
6-2,1912.  James  Edward  Fletcher  b  3-26,1913;  thrice  m.  1st  m  in  Dec.  ’933  to 
Jessie  Johnson:  four  children:  Juanita  Joan.  Martha  Louvinia.  Patricia  Louise, 
and  James  Edward  Fletcher.  2nd  m  to  Rosa  Abucchi  ;  one  child  Marie  Elaine  Fletcher: 
no  children  by  3rd  m  to  Juanita  Tapy. 

James  Madison  Jackson  II 


James  Madison  Jackson  II.  b  2-24,1899;  m  twice  ,  first  w.  Margaret  Wheeler: 
second  w.  Irene  Riggs:  no  children.  He  lived  for  a  time  at  Martha,  W.  Va.  on 
the  Big  Bend  Farm. 


Esther  Manervy  Milam  Jackson 
2nd  wife  of  J.  Madison  Jackson 
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Family  of  Robert  (Bob)  Jackson  and  Boxie  Ellis 


Robert  Jackson  (Bob),  b  11-25-1857,  d  9-2-1890  (?);  m.  Mrs.  Roxie  Walker 
(nee  Roxie  Ellis  b.  3-26-1848,  d  4-6-1926),  dau.  of  James  Ellis  (1822-1868)  and 
'Jancy  Jane  Browning  (1821-1909),  dau.  of  Wm.  Browning,  s.  of  Francis  Browning 
and  Tabitha  Vance.  (Francis  Browning  and  bro.  Edmund,  and  brother-in-law 
3arnabus  Curry,  Rev.  soldiers,  settled  in  upper  Main  Island  Creelc,  near  present 
>nar  and  Barnabus,  W.  Va. ).  (Roxie  Ellis  had  two  husbands  before  Robt.,  Jackson, 
aotli  deceased,  they  were  Miller  and  Walker;  after  Jackson’s  death,  she  married 
■arley. )  Three  daus:  Kate.  Chloe  Ann,  and  Manonie.  Chloe  Ann,  b.  8-18-1882, 
i,  2-25-1884.  The  Jackson  home  was  near  the  present  Cora,  W.  Va. ,  and  was  a 
og  cabin  on  the  site  of  the  camp  of  that  famous  Indian  fighter.  Col.  Crockett, 

.in  uncle  of  Davy  Crokett;  Jackson’s  home  was  a  meeting  place  of  Devil  Anse  and 
ilias  Hatfield,  bros,  at  time  of  McCoy-Hatfield  Feud.  The  home  was  later  given 
.o  the  youngest  dau.,  Manonie  (Mrs.  Wm.  A.  McCoy),  and  was  the  birthplace  of 
ler  eldest  son,  Homer  C.  McCoy.  One  statement  regarding  the  death  of  Robert 
Jackson  is  that  he  died  of  disease  about  1897,  at  the  age  of  39  or  40  years; 
mother  that  he  died  Sept.  2,1890. 

’amilv  of  Kate  Jackson  and  Bascum  Ray 

Kate  Jackson  taught  school;  she  m.  Bascum  Ray,  of  Twelve  Pole,  near  Hunting- 
on;  they  live  in  Huntington;  7  children:  3  d.  at  birth:  Thelma,  b  5-15-1908; 
eatrice.  b.  1909;  and  Helen  Ester,  b.  10-16-1911;  3  are  living:  Eustice 
arland  Rav.  b.  1-11-1913,  m.  Patricia  Quillen,  one  dau.  Susan,  b.  10-28-1940, 
r.  Ray  is  college  grad,  and  a  lawyer;  active  in  Rep.  Party,  serves  as  Committee 
hairman  for  the  Huntington  area.  Hazel  Imogene  Ray,  b.  6-21-1915,  col.  grad 
nd  a  teacher;  m.  1st  Ray. one  son,  James  Farley  Ray,  b  12-22-1935,  a  grad, 
f  Marshall;  2nd  husband,  John  Nenni,  of  Italian  ancestry,  he  d.  3-23-1956;  one 
on:  Anthony  John  Nenni,  b.  4-f)-1952.  They  live  in  Matewan,  W.  Va.  where  Mrs. 
enni  teaches. 

Mildred  Elizabeth  Rav.b.  11-11-1917;  m.  1st  to  Jack  Nicodemus.one 
on,  John  Eddie  Nicodemus.  b.  12-29-1936,  changed  name  to  Roberts,  when  mother 
,  2nd  to  Ivy  S.  Roberts:  1st  and  2nd  husbands,  deceased;  now  m.  to  P.  E.  Massey, 
f  Monroe,  La.  Mrs.  Massey  is  mgr.  of  ladies  ready-to-wear  chain  stores.  Bascum 
av.  Jr.,  b.  1-23-1921,  is  h.  s.  grad;  m.  Lillian  S.  Simpson;  a  dau.  Katheryn 
arie  Rav.  b.  10-2-1945.  Mr.  Ray  now  empl.  with  auto,  factory,  Detroit,  Mich. 

amilv  of  Manonie  Jackson  and  Wm.  A.  McCoy 

Manonie  Jackson  (Nona),  b.  5-7-1886;  m.  in  1903  to  ffln.  A.  McCoy,  s.  of 

McCoy  and  Margaret  McCoy;  Margaret’s  paternal  grand  parents  were  "Old"  Wm. 
:Coy,  of  Peter  Cr. ,  Ky.,  and  his  wife,  Susannah  Hunter  (?).  Manonie  Jackson 
-Coy  d.  in  1943;  husband  and  dau.  Katheryn  E.  McCoy  (unmarried)  and  3  sons 
id  families  live  in  Huntington;  the  4  children  all  h.  s.  and  all  save  one 
illege  grads,  and  teachers. 

Homer  Claude  McCoy. b  10-27-1904;  grad,  from  Marshall  College  with 
B.  in  1930;  received  M.A.  in  1949;  a  teacher  for  25  years;  coached  in  sports 
msketball  and  track);  and  taught  math,  in  W.  Va. ,  Ohio,  and  N.  C.  Retired 
om  coaching.  In  summer  works  in  recreation;  was  mgr  in  1953  of  largest  swimming 
ol  in  Tri-State  area;  operates  Huntington  Memorial  Field  House;  is  also  an 
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engineer.  Homer  m.  12-23-1933  to  Eva  Marie  Baker,  dau.  of  Chas.  Henry  Baker  and 
Ida  Mae  Waters,  granddau.  of  Henry  Baker  and  Margaret  Gerlach,  and  of  John  Water: 
and  Louise  Langdon;  Langdon  is  Anglicised  version  of  German-Dutch  name  of 
Llewellen,  a  family  which  settled  on  Symmes  Cr.  near  Gettaway,  0.  (Chesapeake), 
earliest  record  is  1804,  death  of  one  Llewellen  believed  to  have  been  gr.gr.gr. 
mother  of  Eva  Baker.  Eva  b.  4-20-1913;  3  children:  Claudette,  b.  12-10-1935; 
Linda  Lee,  b.  12-11-1938,  m.  1-1-1956  to  Robt.  Hollbercr  Smith,  s.  of  Dr.  Stewart 
H.  Smith,  Pres,  of  Marshall  College;  and  Homer  Claude  McCoy,  Jr.,  b.  10-1-1940. 

Troy  Haves  McCoy. b.  12-3-1906,  m.  1st  about  1936  to  Lola  Payne  dau. 
of  Oscar  Payne,  of  Andis,  0.,  of  Dutch-Irish  descent;  Lola  b.  6-29-1913, 
d.  6-28-1942;  son:  Wm.  Robt,  McCoy,  b.  6-3-1938.  Troy  m.  2nd  7-29-1946  to 
Connie  Richards,  dau.  of  Frank  Floran  Richards  and  Lillian  Gertrude  Richards, 
of  Guyan  River  Valley,  W.  Va.  One  of  Connie’s  grandmothers  was  Elizabeth  (Beth) 
Jackson,  possibly  related.  Children:  Deckie.  b.  9-4-1947;  and  David  McCoy.  L 
3-14-1949.  Walter  Raymond  Mc^ov.  b.  10-5-1907,  m.  about  1934  to  Mae  Ward. dau. 
iton.  Ward  and  Cloda  Marshall,  of  White's  Creek,  W.  Va. ,  formerly  residents  of 
the  Big  Sandy  Valley;  no  children. 


Robert  Jackson 


Kate  Jackson 
(later  Mrs .  Ray  1 
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The  Family  of  Kate  Jackson  and  Allen  Dinqess 


Kate  Jackson!  was  born  about  1859.  She  married  Allen  Butcher  Dinqess.  son 
f  John  Dingess  and  Mary  Tony  Dingess.  Her  husband's  paternal  grandfather  was 

Sarles  Dingess  ,  son  of  Peter  Dingess  and  i>allie  Farley  Dingess.  Peter  Dingess 
me  over  from  Germany  and  served  in  the  Rev.  War.  He  is  said  to  have  been  the 
rst  settler  in  Logan  Co.W.  Va.  which  was  first  settled  in  1805.  Mary  Tony 
ngess'  father  was  Overton  Tony.  The  name  of  her  mother  was  not  supplied.  Her 

(other  was  Captain  Hugh  Tony,  of  Chapmansville  who  remained  a  bachelor.  It 
s  he,  who,  with  an  unmarried  sister,  reared  the  two  daughters  of  Kate  Jackson 
d  Allen  Dingess:  Julia  Yantus  and  Molly  Dingess. 

Yantus  Dingess  married  Naaman  Jackson,  a  great  grandson  of  Richard 
ickson,  who  laid  the  corner  stone  of  the  original  building  of  Emory  and  Henry 

[liege  in  Russell  County,  Va. ,  a  Methodist  institution  which  began  operations 
1838.  Yantus  and  her  husband,  Naaman,  may  have  been  related.  They  had  no 

ildren.  Yantus  died  _  and  Naaman,  who  is  still  living,  re-married. 

aman  Jackson  was  born  at  Trace,  in  Boyd  County,  Ky.,  the  son  of  Richard  Clayton 
ckson,  who  was  also  born  in  Lawrence  Co.,  Ky.  and  grew  up  there;  his  grandfather 
s  also  named  Richard,  and  was  a  native  of  Russell  Co.,  Va.  Naaman  was  a  lawyer 
■  profession,  served  as  Judge,  and  was  also  a  well  known  educator;  he  was 
esident  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Logan,  W.  Va.  He  is  now  retired.  (See: 
story  of  W.  Va. ,  Old  and  New,  Vol.  II,  Am.  Histo.  Society,  Inc.,  Chicago:  1923. 
ge  578). 


Molly  Dinqess  married  Birdie  Drake;one  child:  Alleyene  Drake,  m.  James 
ox  Dye;  Mrs.  Dye  d  in  1944.  Mr.  Dye  lives  in  Ashland  and  is  with  ARMCO;  children 
rtha  Yantus  Dye,  b  4-21-1926,  m.  Emil  S.  Huston  on  5-8-1954;  one  child,  Mark 
encer  Huston,  b  3-29-1955;  they  live  at  Warner  Robbins,  Ga.  James  Knox  Dye. Jr.. 
6-10-1927  at  Columbus,  Franklin  Co.,  Ohio,  is  editor  of  Point  Pleasant  "Regis- 
ar"  Masun  Co.,  W.  Va. ;  m.  1st  in  May  1947  to  Marilyi  Dean,  of  Huntington;  one 
< ild:  John  Edwin  Dve.b  Dec.  1947,  lives  with  mother  in  Calif.;  m.  2nd  Betty 
(addock.dau.  of  Jas.  Walker  Chaddock  and  Georgia  Munday  Chaddock;  one  child, 
ndv  Alleyne  Dye,  b  12-11-1953.  Nan  Thorne  Dye,  b  2-8-1944,  lives  with  father 
Ashland.  Molly  Dingess  Drake  lives  in  Huntington;  she  is  a  member  of  the  D.A.R. 


The  Family  of  Solomon  (Saul)  Jackson  and  Ona  Avis 

Saul  Jackson  m.  in  the  spring  of  1807  to  Ona  Avis,  dau.  of  Burl  Avis  and 
•ne  (Cook)  Avis.  The  Avises  are  of  English  descent.  They  lived  on  what 
:  now  known  as  the  Middleburg  Addition  to  the  city  of  Logan,  W.  Va.  Saul  d. 
:  1809;  is  buried  in  Mounts  Cemetery;  widow  m.  Joe  Blair,  of  Harts 
(jek,  had  eight  children;  she  d.  in  1932. 


James  Madison  Jackson  (Matt),  the  only  child  of  Saul  and  Ona,  b  11-10- 
1 38;  reared  on  Harts  Creek;  m.  9-26-1915  to  Brookie  Ellis,  dau.  Joe  A.  and 
izabeth  Ellis,  descendants  of  Phillip  and  William  Ellis  (father  and  son).  Rev. 
Uiers,  and  of  Evan  Ellis  who  settled  on  the  James  River,  Va.  "Matt"  Jackson 
employed  by  Island  Creek  Coal  Co.  from  11-10-1910  until  he  retired  3-31-1954; 
;ide  at  Verdunville,  W.  Va.  as  do  5  of  their  children  and  their  families. 


Grady  Jackson,  b.  8-7- 


m.  1st  in  1938  to  Bill ie  Elswick: 


- 

2nd  on  3-19-1949  to  Ola  Thompson,  of  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  dau.  of  Homer  and 
Naomi  Thompson;  one  son,  James  Madison  Jackson,  b  11-20-1949;  Grady  served 
US  Army,  WWII,  1-24-1945  to  12-19-1946,  in  Pacific  Area,  Joe  Madison  Jackson, 
m.  5-10-1955  to  Ilean  Vance,  a  R. N. ,  dau.  of  Joe  and  Maggie  Vance,  descendants 
of  Abner  Vance,  a  Rev.  soldier,  and  surveyor  and  scout  with  Daniel  Boone  and 
Andrew  Hatfield  in  frontier  fighting.  Joe  Madison  Jackson  is  employed  by  Island 
Creek  Stores  Co.  He  served  US  Navy,  WWII,  3-17-1944  to  5-4-1946. 

Lucile  Jackson,  b  4-13-1919,  m.  Henderson  Baisden.  a  miner,  b.  9- 
30-1919,  son  of  Joe  Ed  and  Norma  (Baisden)  Baisden,  descendant  of  Jean  Schmidt 
Baisden  who  came  to  America  with  Lafayette,  and  m.  a  Miss  Branham.  The  Baisdens 
have  7  children:  Norma  Etta.b  10-28-1939;  Bobby,  b.  7-5-1941;  Patricia  Ann, 
b  9-30-1943;  Joe  Ed.  b  12-16-1944;  Henderson  Jr.  b  1-23-1947;  Tommy  Madison, 
b  2-14-1948;  and  Diana  Lou,  b  10-19-1949. 

Virginia  Jackson. b  8-18-1920,  m.  11-11-1939  to  Harold  Baisden. 
s.  of  Lindsey  and  Hazel  Baisden;  he  served  in  Navy  in  Pacific  area  Nov.  1943 
to  Dec.  1945;  was  killed  3-11-1953  at  Mine  No.  7,  Island  Creek,  Holden,  W.  Va 
His  widow  Virginia  works  at  Island  Creek  Stores;  two  dau.  Iva  Jewel,  b.  10-21- 
1940,  and  Joyce  Ann,  b  10-18-1942.  Elizabeth  Jackson,  b  5-29-1923;  m.  5-31-1947 
to  Donald  Vance,  a  miner;  he  served  as  a  soldier  in  Normandy,  May  1943  to  March 
1946;  two  sons,  Jerry,  b  6-1-1948,  and  Donald  Joe,  b  8-24-1950.  Geneva  June  Jack 
son,  b  5-31-1929;  m.  4-17-1950  to  Theodore  McGlothlin.  b  4-16-1932,  son  of  John 
and  Christy  (McDonald)  McGlothlin.  He  is  a  miner;  they  live  at  Peach  Creek, 

W.  Va.  One  son,  Stephen  Richard  (Ricky)  McGlothlin. 

Esther  and  Rhoda  Jackson 


Esther  Jackson  was  the  fifth  of  tne  family  and  was  born  about  1865, 
She  is  believed  to  have  married  William  Estep  (or  Stepp)  and  to  have  gone  to 
Ky.  to  live,  probably  Inez.  Believed  died  in  first  childbirth,  as  did  child  also 

Rhoda  Jackson,  the  sixth  child,  was  born  about  1866,  and  is  said  to 
have  never  married.  She  is  believed  to  have  died  about  1886. 


Jas.  Madison  (Matt)  Jackson  and  wife. 
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Saul  Jackson 


Ona  Avis  Jackson  (Mrs 


Saul 


MARY  MAHALA  (HALEY)  MILAM 


(Fourth  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Daughter  of  Adah  Lesley) 

Mary  Mahala  (Haley)  Milam,  daughter  of  Adah  Lesley  and  Edward  Milam,  was  ■ 
one  of  a  family  of  six  children.  She  was  born  near  Paintsville  in  Johnson  Coun¬ 
ty,  Kentucky,  before  the  family  came  to  Ohio  about  1830.  She  married  John  Daw¬ 
son.  (Later  information  indicates  born  in  Ohio  about  1832). 

The  old  Dawson  homestead  was  in  Scioto  County  Ohio  near  Harrisonville  (now 
called  Minford).  John  Dawson  was  a  good  and  industrious  farmer,  and  although 
he  had  injured  one  leg  and  walked  with  a  cane  he  administered  the  affairs  of  a 
600  acre  farm  with  competence  and  ability.  His  farm  lay  between  Minford  and 
Stockdale,  Ohio. 

Mahala  and  John  Dawson  are  buried  in  what  is  known  as  the  Bennett  Cemetery, 
near  Minford.  They  were  the  parents  of  12  children,  all  of  whom  as  well  as  the! 
spouses  are  now  deceased. 


The  Family  of  James  Martin  Dawson  and  Elizabeth  Woods 

James  Martin  Dawson,  eldest  of  12  children  of  Mahala  Milam  Dawson  and  John 
Dawson,  was  born  at  the  old  Dawson  homestead  in  Madison  Township  north  of  Har¬ 
risonville,  Ohio  (now  known  as  Minford,  Ohio).  He  was  born  on  September  30, 
1852,  and  attended  the  local  schools  and  also  studied  at  Lebanon,  Ohio.graduatin 
at  the  latter  place  in  1873.  He  taught  school  for  several  years  in  the  county, 
and  also  studied  law  under  the  tutelage  of  N.  W.  Evans,  a  lawyer,  whose  staff  he 
joined  in  1874.  Passing  the  bar  in  1876,  he  entered  into  partnership  with  his 
instructor  (Mr.  Evans)  in  1880.  In  1884  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  probate 
judge  of  Scioto  county  and  held  that  office  from  1885  to  1891.  Later  he  was 
associated  for  many  years  with  the  Honorable  A.  T„  Holcomb.  Their  partnership 
in  the  law  continued  for  several  years.  He  was  also  on  the  Board  of  Education. 

James  Martin  Dawson  was  described  as  "fair,  with  sandy  hair,  5  feet  10 
inches,  and  weighing  about  200  pounds".  He  was  married  on  September  30,  1879 
to  Elizabeth  Woods,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Woods  and  Nancy  Brooker.  She  was  born 
April  16,  1857.  Her  father  was  English  and  had  come  to  America  by  himself  as 
a  young  boy.  Her  mother  was  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  ancestry.  Her  father  was  a 
Union  soldier  during  the  Civil  War.  He  kept  a  hotel  called  the  "Goose  Nest", 
located  on  Chillicothe  Street  in  Portsmouth  where  the  Old  Postoffice  Building 
now  stands.  He  later  kept  a  novelty  store.  Both  her  parents  are  buried  in 
Greenlawn  Cemetery,  Portsmouth.  Elizabeth  Woods  apparently  resembled  her  mother 
as  she  was  described  as  "nice-looking,  tall  (5  ft.  10"),  weighing  180  pounds, 
and  dark  skinned",  her  father  being  "fair  and  ruddy,  short  and  heavy-set". 

James  Martin  Dawson  and  Elizabeth  Woods  Dawson  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children.  He  died  April  5,  1898,  at  the  age  of  46.  His  wife  outlived  him  for 
many  years  and  died  at  the  age  of  83  on  January  22,  1940.  Both  are  buried  in 
the  Greenlawn  Cemetery  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio.  Of  their  six  sons,  four  are  decease' 
and  their  families  are  now  residing  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  Two  sons  sti 
live  in  Portsmouth.  Of  the  two  daughters,  one  died  in  infancy;  the  other  is  un¬ 
married  and  has  for  many  years  been  living  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Sadie  Dawson 


Norbourne  Woods  Dawson  and  Kate  Black 


Norbourne  Woods  Dawson  was  the  eldest  of  the  children  of  James  Martin  Daw¬ 
son  and  Elizabeth  Woods  Dawson.  He  was  born  in  1880.  He  married  Kate  Black. 
daughter  of  Charles  Black  and  Anna  Lee,  of  Ashland,  Kentucky.  They  were  married 
at  Portsmouth  and  resided  there.  Mr.  Dawson  was  a  pattern  maker  and  designer  for 
Excelsior  Shoe  Company  at  Portsmouth.  Mr.  Dawson  died  on  November  4,  1929,  and 
he  is  buried  in  Greenlawn  Cemetery,  Portsmouth,  Ohio.  The  widow  is  now  an  in¬ 
valid  and  lives  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Walter  Livingstone  Dawson  is  the  only  child  of  Norbourne  Woods  Dawson 
and  Kate  Black  Dawson.  He  is  single  and  is  engaged  in  the  concession  business. 
He  travels  a  great  deal  in  connection  with  his  work.  His  residence  is  in  Mt. 
Washington,  Ohio. 

Earl  Stevenson  Dawson  and  Ada  Sanders 

Earl  Stevenson  Dawson  was  born  on  November  4,  1881,  and  was  educated  at 
Portsmouth,  Ohio.  He  was  a  steelworker.  He  married  Ada  Sanders  on  June  13, 
1914,  and  they  resided  on  Mound  Street  in  Portsmouth.  Earl  died  on  November  2, 
1936  and  is  buried  in  Greenlawn  Cemetery  at  Portsmouth.  His  widow  lives  in 
Tucson,  Arizona.  They  had  two  children: 

Mary  Alice  Dawson,  born  April  12,  1916,  was  educated  at  Portsmouth 
and  at  Cincinnati.  She  was  a  Registered  Nurse.  She  married  Dr.  Max  Krakauer. 
son  of  Adolph  Krahauer,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Krakauer  and  their  daughter, 
Karol  Ann  Krakauer.  born  December  12,  1947,  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  live  in  Tucson, 
Arizona. 


James  Earl  Dawson,  son  of  Earl  Stevenson  Dawson  and  Ada  Sanders  Daw¬ 
son,  is  married  and  lives  in  Denver,  Colorado.  They  have  no  children. 


James  Martin  Dawson  and  Mary  Craigmiles 

James  Martin  Dawson  was  born  on  February  13,  1883,  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Portsmouth  and  was  trained  in  the  machinist 
trade  at  Vulcan  Co.  which  makes  hard  heels  and  lasts.  For  many  years  he  had 
charge  of  all  machinery  there.  In  March  1954  he  retired,  having  suffered  a 
heart  attack. 

James  Martin  Dawson  is  five  feet  10  inches  in  height,  and  weighs  210  lbs. 

He  used  to  play  golf  but  has  had  to  give  up  active  sports.  His  chief  interest 
now  in  sports  is  as  a  spectator  and  he  especially  likes  baseball  and  football. 
He  reads  and  plays  cards  for  recreation. 

James  Martin  Dawson  was  married  on  November  23,  1910,  to  Mary  Craiomiles. 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Madora  (Foster)  Craigmiles.  Her  father  was  in  the  tram 
fer  business  and  her  grandfather,  Charles  Craigmiles,  was  an  iron  furnace  man 
who  came  in  his  youth  from  Ireland.  Her  paternal  grandmother  was  Rebecca  Hamil> 
ton,  who  was  English  but  came  to  Ohio  from  Pennsylvania.  Her  maternal  grand¬ 
parents  were  James  Foster  and  Rhoda  McClung,  who  also  came  from  Ireland  and 
settled  in  Adams  Co.,  Ohio.  James  Foster  was  a  blacksmith  and  carpenter  and  hac 
two  shops,  one  on  each  side  of  his  house  at  West  Union,  Adams  Co.,  Ohio. 

Mary  Craigmiles  was  born  January  6,  1885,  at  Portsmouth  and  was  educated 
there.  She  was  employed  at  Martings  Department  Store  before  marriage.  She  is 
active  in  the  Methodist  Church  and  belongs  to  a  sewing  club.  Mary  enjoys  at¬ 
tending  the  Craigmile  annual  family  reunion  at  West  Union,  Ohio.  This,  she 
missed  in  1954  for  the  first  time  in  30  years  because  of  a  broken  ankle.  Mr. 
Dawson  recently  suffered  a  stroke  and  has  been  quite  ill. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dawson  have  no  children  of  their  own,  but  are  quite  devoted 
to  those  of  their  brothers  and  sisters. 
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The  James  M.  Dawson  Family,  taken  about  1910,  after  Judge  Dawson's  death: 
Definite  identification  was  not  made  by  our  informant  but  it  is  believed  that 
the  following  order  may  be  correct:  Left  to  right,  back  row,  standing:  Wiley 
Evans,  Norman  and  Earl.  Seated,  left  to  right:  James  Martin  Dawson,  Jr., 
Elizabeth  Woods  Dawson,  the  motner,  her  daughter,  Vinnie  Mae  Dawson.  In  the 
front  row,  left  to  right:  Paul  and  Kline  Gardner  Dawson. 


Wilev  Evans  Dawson  and  Katherine  Rose  Adams 


Wiley  Evans  Dawson,  fourth  son  of  James  Martin  Dawson  and  Elizabeth  Woods 
Dawson,  was  born  on  September  3,  1884,  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio.  He  was  graduated 
in  1902  from  the  Portsmouth  High  School.  He  attended  the  United  States  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point,  New  York,  and  graduated  with  high  honors  with  the  Class 
of  1907.  He  was  assigned  to  the  29th  U.  S.  Infantry  Regiment  and  joined  that 
regiment  at  Ft.  McKinley,  Philippine  Islands,  in  1907.  He  returned  with  the 
regiment  in  1909  and  was  stationed  at  Fort  Porter,  New  York. 

While  stationed  at  Fort  Porter  he  met  Katherine  Rose  Adams  who  was  visiting 
a  friend  who  was  the  wife  of  one  of  the  officers  at  that  fort.  They  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  Salt  Lake  City  on  April  5,  1910,  in  St.  Pauls  Episcopal  Church.  Wiley 
Evans  Dawson  is  described  as  of  a  quiet  nature,  and  fairly  short  and  stocky 
build,  with  light  brown  hair  and  hazel  eyes.  His  classmates  dubbed  him  the 
"Gentleman  of  the  Class".  His  wife  was  an  attractive  blonde  and  their  two 
children  inherited  her  blonde  characteristics. 

Katherine  Rose  Adams  was  born  on  December  11,  1889,  at  Salt  Lake  City, 
and  was  the  7th  child  of  James  Douglas  Adams  and  Anna  Marye  Reinberg.  Her 
father  was  the  son  of  James  Adams  and  Sara  Jones,  of  Marlboro,  Md.,  and  her 
mother  was  the  6th  of  a  large  family  born  to  Louis  Reinberg,  an  emigrant  from 
Leipsic,  and  Annora  Gorman,  of  Cumberland,  Maryland,  who  had  been  born  in  Cork, 
Ireland.  Anna  Marye  Reinberg  was  born  on  December  29,  1856,  at  the  Washington, 

D.  Co  Navy  Yard. 

After  the  death  of  Katherine  Rose  Adams'  father,  her  mother  married  Arthur 
Lo  Thomas,  Territorial  Governor  of  Utah.  Her  mother  died  soon  after  this  second 
marriage  but  Katherine  and  her  sister  continued  to  live  in  the  household  of 
Governor  Thomas  until  they  were  married.  Katherine  was  married  to  Wiley  Dawson 
from  the  Governor's  Mansion  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

The  year  after  he  was  married,  Wiley  received  a  promotion  to  First  Lieutena, 
and  in  1911  joined  the  21st  U.  S.  Infantry  at  Vancouver  Barracks,  near  Vancouver 
Washington.  He  was  then  detailed  as  Assistant  Professor  of  Law  at  the  U.  S, 
Military  Academy,  and  moved  to  West  Point,  New  York,  in  1912.  In  June  1916, 
while  on  duty  at  West  Point,  he  was  retired  from  active  service  because  of  ill 
health.  He  retired  with  the  rank  of  Captain. 

On  the  advice  of  his  physician  Captain  Dawson  chose  San  Diego,  California, 
for  residence.  On  the  outbreak  of  World  War  I,  he  was  recalled  to  active  duty 
and  detailed  in  1917  as  the  Quartermaster  in  charge  of  the  rapidly  growing  Army 
Air  Field  at  North  Island,  California.  While  on  that  duty  he  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  Major.  He  was  relieved  from  duty  at  North  Island  in  1920  and  as¬ 
signed  to  duty  as  Instructor  in  Military  Science  and  Tactics  at  the  San  Diego 
High  School. 

The  great  responsibility  and  mass  of  work  required  of  the  Quartermaster 
officer  at  such  a  large  station  as  North  Island  had  further  impaired  Major  Dawson 
health  during  the  war  years.  He  died  of  Brights  Disease  at  the  age  of  37  years 
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>n  ovember  1921,  and  is  buried  in  the  Fort  Rosecrans  National  Cemetery  at  San 
ieo,  California.  His  death  was  the  first  in  his  West  Point  Class.  The  class 
.asplanning  a  homecoming  reunion  that  year. 

There  were  two  children  born  to  Wiley  Evans  Dawson  and  Katherine  Rose  Adams 
avon:  Katherine  Adams  Dawson,  now  the  wife  of  Commander  Albert  F.  Hindrelet; 
uJames  Wilev  Dawson. who  had  followed  his  father  in  a  military  career,  a  career 
llshort  by  his  death  in  a  Japanese  prison  camp  during  World  War  II.  Wiley  Evans 
mvon's  widow  is  now  married  to  Harry  M.  Folsom  and  is  living  at  Pasadena, Cal i- 
lOiia. 

aterine  Adams  Dawson  and  Albert  F.  Hindrelet 

Katherine  Adams  Dawson,  daughter  of  Wiley  Evans  Dawson  and  Katherine  Rose 
idis,  was  born  at  Fort  Porter,  Buffalo,  New  York,  on  February  3,  1911.  As  a 
hid  she  moved  with  her  parents  to  Vancouver  Barracks,  Washington,  in  1911; 
h<ce  to  West  Point,  New  York,  in  1912,  and  then  to  San  Diego,  California  in 
91. 

Katherine  attended  elementary  and  high  school  in  San  Diego,  and  graduated 
u  high  school  in  1928.  After  graduating  from  high  school  she  accompanied  her 
rind  Jean  Hay  on  an  extended  trip  through  Europe  and  the  Orient  under  the 
iiwance  of  Mrs.  Arthur  Hay.  She  studied  at  the  Sanford  University  School  of 
uiing  in  1930-32.  While  attending  the  University  of  California  at  Berkeley, 
timet  Albert  F.  Hindrelet,  a  graduate  of  Annapolis  Naval  Academy,  and  they 
ei  married  at  All  Saints  Episcopal  Church  on  March  10,  1933.  Except  for  brief 
eiods  on  the  Atlantic  Coast  when  her  husband’s  tours  of  duty  took  him  to  that 
irt,  she  has  lived  in  San  Diego,  California. 

Albert  F.  Hindrelet  is  the  son  of  Commander  Frank  Hindrelet,  U.  S.  Navy,  and 
r;e  Elizabeth  Spear.  He  was  born  in  San  Francisco,  California,  on  August  22, 

9(.  He  attended  high  schools  at  Vallejo,  San  Diego,  Coronado,  and  San  Pedro, 
alfornia.  He  graduated  from  Marion  Military  Institute,  Marion,  Alabama,  and 
nred  the  United  States  Naval  Academy  at  Anapolis.  He  completed  the  4-year 
:oise  in  1930  and  immediately  resigned  and  joined  the  U.  S.  Naval  Reserve  where 
lead  a  commission.  Mr.  Hindrelet  established  a  successful  insurance  business 
it  an  Diego,  California. 

In  August  1939,  Hindrelet  was  called  to  active  duty  in  the  Navy.  He  was 
noted  to  Lieutenant  in  lv4u,  to  Lt.  Commander  in  1942,  and  to  Commander  in 
19<,  In  1946  he  was  transferred  to  the  Regular  Navy. 

Among  Albert  Hindrelet’s  assignments  were  those  of  Assistant  Engineer  and 
mnneer  of  the  Cruiser  Philadelphia,  during  the  Allied  attack  on  Africa  and 
tj y  during  World  War  II.  That  ship  was  badly  damaged  by  gun  fire  and  was  laid 
up  or  repairs.  He  was  then  assigned  as  First  Lieutenant  of  the  new  battle 
risier,  Alaska,  and  was  in  charge  of  hull  and  ship  as  distinguished  from  machin- 
n  After  his  duty  with  the  Alaska  was  ended  Lt.  Hindrelet  was  assigned  to 
sh(;  duty  at  the  headquarters  of  the  11th  Naval  District  at  San  Diego.  Then 
ar  a  tour  of  Sea  duty  as  Commanding  Officer  of  the  U.S.S.  Chara  (AKA  58),  and 
rflr  another  tour  of  Shore  duty  at  San  Diego,  he  was  assigned  to  duty  as  Corn¬ 
ual  ing  Officer  of  the  U.S.S.  Pasig  (TAW3).  He  has  served  in  various  capacities 
asl  re. 
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Commander  and  Mrs.  Hindrelet  have  three  children:  Suzanne  Adams  Hindrelet.  ■! 
born  April  27,  1936,  at  San  Diego,  graduated  from  high  school  there  in  1953,  an 
is  now  a  student  at  State  College,  Coronado,  California.  Jere'  Jules  Hindrelet  J 
born  December  27,  1937,  also  at  San  Diego,  graduated  from  high  school  there  in  { 
1955,  and  is  now  a  student  at  Marion  Military  Institute,  Marion,  Alabama,  pre¬ 
paring  for  the  Naval  Academy.  Katherine  Adams  Hindrelet.  born  January  14,  1945 
in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  is  a  school  girl  in  San  Diego,  and  sings  in  the  Junior 
Choir  at  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church  there. 

James  Wiley  Dawson 

James  Wiley  Dawson,  second  child  and  only  son  of  Wiley  Evans  Dawson  and 
Katherine  Adams  Dawson,  was  born  February  14,  1912,  at  Vancouver  Barracks  in 
the  State  of  Washington.  As  a  child  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  West  Point, 

New  York,  in  1912  and  to  San  Diego,  California  in  1916. 

James  Wiley  Dawson  attended  elementary  schools  in  San  Diego  and  graduated 
from  San  Diego  High  School.  He  attended  the  Army  and  Navy  Academy  at  Pacific 
Beach,  California  and  graduated  from  the  New  Mexico  Military  Institute,  at  Ros¬ 
well,  N.  M.  about  1931.  He  served  one  enlistment  in  the  U.  S.  Marine  Corps 
and  then  enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  Army  Air  Corps.  After  graduating  from  various 
service  technical  schools  he  was  appointed  Staff  Sergeant  and  assigned  to  re¬ 
pair  the  flying  instruments  on  airplanes. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  United  States  into  World  War  II.  James  Wiley  Dawson 
was  on  duty  in  the  Philippine  Islands,  near  Manila.  He  was  transferred  to  the 
Infantry  and  appointed  Second  Lieutenant.  He  became  a  prisoner  of  the  Japanese 
on  the  surrender  of  the  U.  S.  forces  located  there.  There  is  no  record  of  the 
exact  date  of  his  death,  but  he  probably  died  at  Cabana tuan  prison  or  on  the 
Bataan  death  march,  and  was  buried  in  an  unmarked  grave,  about  May  12,  1943. 


Kline  Gardner  Dawson  and  Alice  McCarthy 

Kline  Gardner  Dawson  was  married  to  Alice  McCarthy  of  Flemingsburg,  Ky. 
on  June  22,  1912.  He  was  employed  as  a  mail  carrier  in  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  for 
25  years,  (since  1917)  but  had  to  retire  because  of  an  injury  to  nis  hip  caused 
from  carrying  mail  bags.  He  is  now  employed  part  time  at  a  local  moving  picture 
house.  His  wife  is  matron  of  the  Children's  Home  at  Wheel ersburg,  Ohio.  They 
reside  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio.  His  hobbies  are  cooking  and  redecorating  houses. 
Their  children: 

Elizabeth  Dawson  was  born  in  1913.  She  married  Charles  Hobstetter  at 
Portsmouth.  They  have  three  children:  Bob  Hobstetter.  born  Dec.  25,1939;  Bill 
Hobstetter.  born  (on  Good  Friday)  in  1944;  and  Kline  Hobstetter.  who  was  born 
on  February  14  (Valentine's  Day)  1949.  They  reside  in  Portsmouth. 

James  Thomas  Dawson  was  born  November  11,  1915.  He  married  Mary 
Katherine  Orthmever.  of  Sciotoville,  Ohio.  He  served  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  during 
World  War  II  and  now  works  for  the  state  of  Ohio.  They  have  one  child,  Jo  Ann 
Dawson.  They  reside  in  Portsmouth. 

Janet  Dawson  was  born  Oct.  11,  1916.  She  was  employed  by  the  U.  S. 
Government  and  worked  in  Washington,  Chicago,  and  Hawaii.  Janet  was  married  to 
Kenneth  Coffev  while  overseas.  He  was  an  airplane  mechanic,  and  he  is  now  a 
farmer  near  Leesburg,  Ohio.  They  have  two  children  Barbara  Kav  Coffev  and 
Kenneth  Coffev. 
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Lt.  Wiley  Evans  Dawson 
taken  in  Manila,  1907. 


1*  Wiley  Evans  Dawson, 

'A., Retired,  taken  in  1921 


M  S 


Paul  Dawson  and  Alma  Bnmert 


Paul  Dawson  was  born  on  Aug.  20,  1887.  He  was  married  on  Dec.  6,  1905  t 

Alma  Bnmert,  daughter  of  Qnma  and  Phillip  Elnmert  of  New  Boston,  Ohio.  He  liv 

at  Baltimore,  Md.  and  was  die-maker.  He  died  on  August  5,1944  at  Baltimore 
and  is  buried  there.  Their  children: 

Vinnie  Maye  Dawson. born  April  15,  1912  at  New  Boston,  Ohio  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Earl  Craig. son  of  Eva  and  Elmer  Craig  of  Huntington,  W.  Va.  They  wer 

married  on  Jan.  16,  1930  at  Huntington,  W.  Va.  They  live  at  Catonsville,  Md. 
The  Craigs  have  three  children: 

Richard  Craia  was  born  Oct.  27,  1930  at  Huntington,  W.  Va.  He 
was  educated  at  Baltimore,  Md.  He  is  not  married  and  resides  at  Baltimore, 

Md. 

Eddie  Craig  was  born  March  9,  1936  at  Huntington,  W.  Va.  and 
was  educated  at  Baltimore,  Md.  He  has  been  now  in  the  Navy  since  June, 1954. 

He  trained  at  Great  Lakes,  Illinois. 

Patricia  Craig  was  born  April  14,  1937  at  Huntington,  W.  Va. 
Will  graduate  from  High  School  in  June  1955.  She  is  quite  a  proficient  ice 
skater. 

Erma  Dawson  was  born  June  8,  1907.  She  was  educated  at  Youngstown, 
Ohio  and  Huntington,  W.  Va.  She  married  Luther  F.  Johnson  on  Nov.  2,  1928  at 
Huntington,  W.  Va.  Their  children:  Paul  W.  Johnson  who  has  been  serving  in  th 
U.  S.  Navy  since  April  1948.  On  March  27,  1948  Erma  Johnson  married  Howard  I. 
Deppish.  Jr.,  at  Tampa,  Florida.  They  now  reside  in  Anne  Arundel  County, Mary¬ 
land. 

Vinnie  Mae  Dawson  and  Essie  Marie  Dawson 

Vinnie  Mae  Dawson  was  born  on  July  7,  1893.  She  has  been  employed  with 
the  Internal  Revenue  Service  in  Washington  D.  C.  since  1917.  She  resides  in 
Washington. 

Essie  Marie  Dawson  was  born  Nov.  20,  1894  and  died  on  Dec.  13,  1894.  She 
is  buried  in  the  Greenlawn  Cemetery  at  Portsmouth,  0.  She  was  the  youngest 
of  the  eight  children  of  James  Martin  Dawson  and  Elizabeth  Woods  Dawson. 
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Family  of  John  Allen  Dawson  and  Anna  Kirchner 


John  Allen  Dawson  was  the  second  of  Mahala  and  John  Dawson  children.  He 
trried  Anna  Kirchner.  He  died  about  1924  and  he  and  his  wife  and  daughter, 

(ra,  are  buried  at  Bement  Cemetery,  Bement,  Illinois.  He  was  a  butcher. 

The  John  Allen  Dawsons  had  four  children,  one  son  and  three  daughters. 

[sides  Cora.mentioned  above,  there  was  Cosetta  Dawson,  who  married  ________ 

rompson.  '  'l'hey  had  six  children.  The  son,  James  Dawson,  married  Mabel _ , 

id  they  had  two  children:  Lucile  Dawson,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Lucille  Dawson  Gerolemo. 
id  lives  with  her  mother  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  James  Dawson*s  son  is  Milliard 

Iwson  who  lives  in  California.  He  is  married  and  they  had  twin  sons,  _ 

id  .  One  of  the  twins  died  in  the  Service. 

Jeanette  Dawson,  another  daughter  of  John  Allen  Dawson,  married  _ 

[liners,  and  they  live  at  Monticello,  Illinois. 

Family  of  Milburn  Hamilton  Dawson  and  Sarah  Jane  Wells 

Milburn  Hamilton  Dawson  was  born  on  August  5,  1854.  He  was  married  on 
Member  24,  1875,  at  Stockdale,  Ohio,  to  Sarah  Jane  Wells,  daughter  of  R.  H. 

Ills  and  Mary  A.  Sansom.  They  lived  at  Stockdale.  He  was  a  butcher.  He  died 
Jy  21,  1916,  and  his  wife  died  October  8,  1946.  They  are  buried  at  Stockdale. 
lair  children  were  Mary  Ethel.  Richard.  Margaret,  and  John. 

Mary  Ethel  Dawson  married  George  S.  Miller  on  September  30,  1904. 
l;y  have  five  children  and  live  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  Richard  Dawson  lives  at 
Sickdale.  Margaret  Dawson  married  Stanton,  and  lives  in  Chill icothe. 

Jin  Dawson  is  deceased. 


I  IS.  ALBERT  HINDERLET 


Jere  Hindrelet 
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Family  of  Eliza  Jane  Dawson  and  John  Luther 


Eliza  Jane  (Lide)  Dawson,  the  4th  child  and  eldest  daughter  of  Mary  Mahals 
Milam  and  John  Dawson,  was  born  on  February  2,  1859,  at  Scioto  County,  Ohio, 

She  was  married  to  John  Luther,  son  of  Lawrence  Luther  and  Frances  Hofman  on 
February  16,  1876,  at  Minford,  Ohio.  He  was  a  farmer  and  stockraiser  and  they 
resided  on  a  farm  near  Waverly,  Ohio.  He  was  born  July  19,  1858  and  died  Decen 
ber  12,  1922,  and  Eliza  Jane  Luther  died  October  26,  1930.  Both  are  buried  at 
Waverly.  Some  of  their  descendants  are  presently  living  at  Waverly.  They  had 
eight  children,  seven  daughters  and  one  son: 

Family  of  Frances  Irene  Luther  and  George  Alfred  Moats 

Frances  Irene  (Rena)  Luther,  daughter  of  Eliza  Jane  Dawson  and  John  Luther 
was  born  October  24,  1878,  at  Waverly,  Ohio.  She  was  married  on  February  16, 
1901,  to  George  Alfred  Moats,  son  of  Alfred  Moats  and  Mary  Ridgeway,  at  Waverly 
Ohio.  Her  husband  was  a  farmer  and  they  resided  on  a  farm  near  Waverly.  He 
died  on  February  3,  1914,  and  is  buried  at  Waverly.  Mrs.  Moats  has  been  residi 
in  Circleville,  Ohio,  but  is  at  present  living  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs 
Paul  Clark,  in  Newark,  Ohio. 

Mrs.  Moats  sums  up  her  life  as  follows:  "I  have  always  lived  on  a  farm,  am 
that  keeps  you  busy  if  you  rear  a  family.  My  husband  passed  away  41  years  ago. 
We  had  six  children,  four  boys  and  two  girls,  the  oldest  one  not  quite  twelve 
and  the  youngest  one  month  old  when  their  father  died.  They  all  are  now  in  homt 
of  their  own,  two  are  graduates  of  Ohio  State  University,  one  is  a  Bliss  Collegt 
graduate,  and  another  had  office  training  and  is  employed  at  Wright  Air  Field  it 
Dayton,  Ohio.  One  is  a  very  successful  farmer.  My  hobbies  are  a  nice  garden,  < 
large  flock  of  chickens,  quilting,  and  crocheting.  —  Not  an  eventful  life  but 
a  busy  one." 


Frances  Esther  Moats  was  born  June  7,  1903,  at  Waverly,  Ohio.  She  was 
educated  there  and  before  marriage  was  a  bookkeeper.  She  married  C.  Paul  Clark, 
son  of  State  Senator  W.  A.  Clark  and  Orpha  Biggs,  of  St.  Paris,  Ohio.  Frances 
is  a  travel  consultant  for  the  American  Automobile  Association  at  Newark,  Ohio, 
and  her  husband  is  manager.  They  reside  at  Newark.  They  have  no  children. 

Ellsworth  A.  Moats  was  born  September  11,  1906,  at  Waverly,  Ohio. 

He  attended  Ohio  State  University  from  which  institution  he  received  a  B.  Sc. 
1930,  and  a  L.L.B.  in  1932.  He  was  married  at  Chillicothe,  Ohio  on  November 
23,  1938,  to  Edna  Orr.  daughter  of  Edward  Orr  and  Mary  Miller.  He  served  in 
the  United  States  Navy  in  World  War  II  from  1944  to  1947.  He  served  as  Assistan 
Paymaster,  and  his  rank  was  that  of  Lieutenat,  J.G.  He  had  shore  duty  in  U.S.A. 
Ellsworth's  professional  career  has  been  in  the  general  practice  of  law.  He 
was  Judge  in  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  1948-1952.  He  is  now  living  in  Chillicothe, 
Ohio.  Their  children  are:  Edward  A.  Moats,  born  Sept.  18,1939;  and  Mary  K.  Moat: 
born  December  7,  1941. 

Harriett  Alice  Moats  was  born  October  27,  1904  at  Waverly,  Ohio.  She 
was  educated  in  the  Waverly  schools  and  attended  business  college  in  Columbus, 
Ohio.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Phi  Beta  Psi,  Iota  Alpha  Chapter.  She  was  fonnerl) 
employed  by  the  Atlantic  &  Pacific  Tea  Company. 
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MISS  KATHERINE  ADAMS  AND  LIEUTENANT  WI 

DAWSON 

Whose  marriage  takes  place  on  Tuesday  evening  next  at  St 


LT.  JAMES  W.  DAWSON 
.  ,  ,  succumbs  in  enemy  camp. 
*  *  * 

Soldier  Dies 
In  Jap  Prison 

Memorial  services  for  2nd  Lt. 
James  Wiley  Dawson,  31,  who  died 
May  12  in  a  Japanese  prison  camp, 
will  be  conducted  tomorrow  after¬ 
noon  at  3  in  All  Saints  church,  the 
Rev.  Frederick  Stevens  officiating. 
Born  in  Vancouver  Barracks,  Lt. 
Dawson  came  to  San  Diego  as  a 
small  boy.  He  was  graduated  from 
the  Army  and  Navy  academy  at 
Pacific  Beach  and  the  New  Mexico 
Military  institute.  His  mother,  Mrs. 
Harry  H.  Folsom,  resides  at  San 
Marino. 


Rites  Arranged 


' 


On  July  4,  1933,  Harriett  Moats  was  married  to  Bill  Murry  Lewis,  son  of 
Will  Lewis  and  Mary  Stroud,  He  was  born  at  Neshaba,  Mississippi,  and  is  the 
youngest  of  10  children.  His  parents  are  cotton  fanners.  He  was  educated  in 
Meshaba  and  at  Decater  Junior  College,  Decater,  Miss.  He  was  employed  with 
the  Piggly  Wiggly  Company,  and  with  the  A.  &  P.  Tea  Company. 

Soon  after  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Lewis  removed  to  Hattiesburg,  Miss, 
where  he  went  into  business  with  his  brother  who  operates  a  chain  of  stores 
known  as  Lewis  Food  Stores.  Bill  Lewis  is  also  in  the  broiler  business,  and 
owns  and  operates  the  Lewis  Broiler  Farm  which  is  located  about  11  miles  out 
of  Hattiesburg. 

Mrs.  Lewis  is  active  in  the  organizations  of  the  Methodist  church,  especial¬ 
ly  the  Womens  Society  of  Christian  Service  in  which  she  was  recently  presented 
a  life  membership.  Her  husband's  family  are  all  Baptists. 

Harriett  Lewis  is  an  enthusiastic  garden  club  worker  and  has  served  as 
^resident  of  each  of  the  clubs  of  which  she  has  been  a  member.  She  served  two 
/ears  as  president  of  the  Hattiesburg  Council  of  Garden  Clubs  which  has  500 
>r  more  members.  During  her  term  as  president  the  Garden  Center  was  built. 

Che  Center  is  built  on  acres  of  ground  and  is  one  of  the  show  places  of 
lattiesburg.  In  1955  Harriett  was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Mississippi  State 
'lower  Show.  She  is  an  accredited  judge  of  national  flower  shows  and  is  also 
i  lecturer  and  demonstrator  of  floral  art. 

John  Allen  Moats  was  born  Feb.  23,  1912  at  Waverly,  Ohio.  He  was  mar- 
■ied  on  December  30,  1936  to  Irma  Pollard.  Their  children  are:  Janet  Moats. 
lavid. Moats,  and  Ruth  Moats. 

Arthur  Evans  Moats,  son  of  Frances  Irene  Luther  and  George  A.  Moats, 
ms  born  on  December  16,  1912.  He  was  educated  at  Cline  grade  and  Waverly,  0. 
ligh  School  at  Waverly,  Ohio,  and  the  Ohio  State  University  College  of  Veterinary 
iedicine.  He  was  married  on  Oct.  27,  1934  to  Marianne  Mebs.  daughter  of  Fred  J. 
ebs  and  May  Hayes  of  Columbus,  Ohio.  Their  children  are:  Arthur  Evans  Moats. Jr. . 
orn  October  21,  1937;  and  Virginia  Ann  Moats,  born  August  29,  1939.  Both  of  them 
ere  born  at  Ripon,  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Moats'  work  in  his  chosen  profession  of  Veterinary  Medicine  consisted 
n  the  eradication  of  contagious  diseases  from  cattle,  viz:  tuberculosis  and 
rucillosis,  for  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Bureau  of  Animal 
ndustry,  during  the  years  1935-1941.  He  then  served  with  the  United  States 
eterinary  Corps  during  World  War  II,  1941-1947,  attaining  the  rank  of  Lieutenant 
olonel.  He  remained  as  Reserve  Officer  until  1952  at  which  time  he  received  his 
onorable  discharge.  After  the  cessation  of  his  Army  Service  he  established 
rivate  practice  of  veterinary  medicine  at  Cedarburg,  Wisconsin. 

George  Thurman  Moats  was  born  at  Waverly,  Ohio  on  Jan.  1,  1914.  He 
is  educated  at  Waverly,  Ohio,  through  Elementary  and  High  Schools.  He  has  been 
lployed  for  14  years  at  the  Wright-Patterson  Air  Force  Base,  at  Patterson  Field, 
lirborn,  Ohio,  as  assistant  supervisor  in  transportation  branch.  He  is  rather 
iavy,  of  medium  height  (5*  7”)  and  has  brown  hair,  blue  eyes  and  ruddy  complexion. 

George  Thurman  Moats  was  married  on  October  1,  1934,  to  Anna  Louise  Rapp. 
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daughter  of  George  Rapp  and  Christina  Rapp.  His  wife  was  also  educated  at 
Waverly  and  also  completed  a  course  in  practical  nursing.  At  present  she  is 
employed  in  the  High  School  Cafeteria,  at  Waverly.  Her  ancestors  were  from 
Ireland  and  Scotland.  She  has  auburn  hair,  blue  eyes,  fair  complexion,  is  5' 
3!^**  tall  and  weighs  160  lbs.  Their  children  are: 

Richard  Thurman  Moats,  born  at  Waverly,  Ohio,  October  26,  1935; 
educated  at  Fairlawn,  Ohio,  through  11  years  of  school.  Is  a  Navy  Reservist 
having  served  three  years.  At  present  employed  at  W.  P.  Wright-Patterson  Air 
Force  Base  at  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  has  brown  hair,  blue  eyes,  ruddy  complexion, 
and  is  5'  9"  ,  weight  140  lbs.  He  is  married  to  Sue  Carol  Weese.  daughter  of 
Ruth  Bunker  and  George  W.  Weese.  His  wife  was  born  at  London,  Ohio,  April  24, 
1937,  and  was  educated  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  Elementary  Schools  and  Junior  High. 
They  were  married  at  Dayton,  Feb.  14,  1955. 

Marleah  Louise  Moats  was  born  June  26,1938.  She  is  now  in  her 
senior  year  in  Fairborn,  Ohio  High  School  and  plans  to  attend  Ohio  State  Uni¬ 
versity  and  major  in  speech  and  dramatics.  She  has  long  brown  hair,  blue  eyes, 
fair  complexion,  5'  32"  tall,  weight  150  lbs. 

Delilah  Ann  Moats  was  born  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  January  24,  1947. 
She  has  long,  curly,  light  brown  hair,  blue  eyes,  very  fair  complexion,  is 
four  ft.  1  inch  tall  and  weighs  45  lbs.  Her  ambition  is  "unknown  at  present". 
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'he  Family  of  Bose  Ellen  Luther  and  Fred  Bushatz 


Rose  Ellen  Luther,  daughter  of  Eliza  Jane  (Lide)  Dawson  and  John  Luther, 
ras  born  on  January  11,  1880,  at  Minford,  Ohio.  She  was  married  at  Waverly, 
ihio  on  April  6,  1901,  to  Fred  Bushatz.  son  of  Fred  Bushatz  and  Minnie  Red- 
and,  of  Waverly.  He  was  a  farmer  and  carpenter.  They  resided  at  Summit 
[ill,  Ohio.  Rose  Luther  Bushatz  died  October  28,  1932  at  Qbetz,  Ohio,  and  is 
iuried  at  that  place. 

Their  children  are  Peaii  Bushatz  .  who  married  _ Bond,  and  is 

eceased;  Henrv  Bushatz.  who  lives  at  Chillicothe,  Ohio;  Minnie  Bushatz.  who 

arried  _ Clifford,  and  lives  at  Waverly,  0.,  Bessie  Bushatz.  who  mar- 

ied _ Johnson,  and  lives  at  Summit  Hill,  Ohio;  and  Carrie  Bushatz.  who 

arried  Bel  ford. 

ara  Jane  Luther 

Sara  Jane  Luther  was  born  August  27,  1881,  and  died  on  July  1891,  at  10 
ears  of  age.  She  was  the  3rd  of  the  children  of  Eliza  Jane  Dawson  and  John 
.uther. 

amilv  of  James  William  Luther  and  Verna  Kordell 

James  William  Luther,  the  only  son  of  Eliza  Jane  Dawson  and  John  Luther, 
as  born  October  13,  1883,  at  Bement,  Illinois  and  attended  school  at  Waverly, 
hio.  He  was  married  on  September  25,  1907  to  Verna  Kordell .  daughter  of  Peter 
ordel  and  Elizabeth  Steiner,  of  Waverly.  He  was  a  farmer  and  the  family  resided 
t  Waverly.  He  died  July  2,  1924,  and  is  buried  at  Waverly.  Mrs.  Luther,  now 
rs.  Verna  Leith  resides  at  Waverly.  Their  four  children  were  all  born  at  Waver- 
y  and  attended  school  in  Waverly  and  other  Ohio  conraunities. 

Russell  Luther,  born  December  10,  1907,  was  married  January  8,  1934, 
o  Alice  Mees.  of  Jackson  Center.  They  reside  at  St.  Johns,  Ohio.  He  is 
mployed  at  the  Farm  Bureau  at  Gutman,  Ohio.  They  have  seven  children.  The 
ldest,  Phyllis  Jean  Luther,  was  born  September  15,  1935,  at  Pemberton,  Ohio, 
nd  is  now  attending  missionary  college  at  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  preparing 
o  become  a  missionary.  The  next  four  children  were  born  at  Maplewood,  Ohio: 
onald  Dick  Luther  born  December  27,  1937;  Carol  Alice  Luther,  born  April  30, 

939;  Lila  Faye  Luther,  born  October  16,  1941;  and  Charlotte  Kay  Luther,  born 
ay  10,  1944.  Ethel  June  Luther  was  born  June  10,  1947  at  Lima,  Ohio,  and  the 
oungest,  Julia  Eileen  Luther  was  born  at  St.  John's,  Ohio,  November  20,1948. 

Helen  Esther  Luther,  born  December  2,  1909  is  married  to  Ellsworth 
'Brien.  They  live  on  a  farm  at  Waverly,  Ohio,  and  have  four  children,  born 
t  St.  Paris,  Ohio:  Charles  William  O'Brien,  born  February  13,  1926;  Virginia 
athrvn  O'Brien,  born  April  10,  1927;  and  Robert  Albert  O'Brien,  born  August 
1,  1928;  and  Donald  O’Brien,  born  December  23,  1930. 

Ellis  William  Luther,  born  April  16,  1912,  married  Bettv  Casev.  of 
pringfield,  Ohio,  at  Richmond,  Indiana,  August  9,  1952.  She  graduated  at 
lizabeth  School,  Troy,  Ohio.  They  live  at  S.  Paris,  Ohio. 
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Rav  01 en  Luther  was  born  November  6,  1919  and  graduated  at  Waverly, 
Ohio,  High  School,  in  1937.  He  entered  the  Armed  Forces  January  26,  1942,  at 
Ft.  Riley,  Kansas.  He  was  a  Sergeant  in  the  15th  Motor  Cavalry,  and  served 
in  France,  England,  Belgium,  Holland  and  Germany.  Ray  was  awarded  four  battle 
stars,  the  Presidential  Unit  Citation  and  Good  Conduct  Medal.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  November  15,  1945  and  was  married  on  February  22,  1946  to  Eleanor 
Langford  of  Whitehouse,  Texas.  They  have  two  children:  Susan  Love  Luther,  born 
January  18,  1947;  and  William  Rav  Luther,  born  December  24,  1948.  Ray  01  en 
Luther  is  now  foreman  at  Sunshine  Candy  Factory  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Family  of  Alice  Eliza  Luther  and  Wesley  Brown 

Alice  Eliza  Luther,  daughter  of  Eliza  Jane  (Lide)  Dawson  and  John  Luther, 
was  born  at  Bement,  Illinois,  on  August  8,  1888,  Was  educated  at  Waverly,  Ohio. 
She  was  married  on  October  9,  1904,  to  Wesley  Brown,  son  of  Thomas  Brown  and 
Maria  Barnes,  also  of  Waverly.  Her  husband  was  a  farmer.  He  died  July  23,  1943 
and  is  buried  in  Waverly  Cemetery.  She  resides  on  a  farm  near  Waverly.  Their 
chidren  are: 

John  Wesley  Brown  was  born  July  22,  1905.  He  married  Mary  Ellen 
Miller,  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  They  had  no  children.  He  died  May  31,  1949. 

Lawrence  Orville  Brown  was  born  February  4,  1920.  He  was  married 
October  3,  1943,  to  Frankie  Irene  Wolford.  She  was  born  January  2,  1927.  They 
reside  at  Waverly,  Ohio,  and  have  two  children:  Jane  Irene  Brown,  born  August 
22,  1944;  and  Jerome  Elliot  Brown,  born  August  10,  1946. 

Donald  Thurman  Brown  was  born  May  27,  1922.  He  was  married  March  20, 
1949  to  Norma  Jean  Easterdav.  She  was  born  April  22,  1926.  They  live  at  Waverly 
Ohio.  They  have  three  children:  Donna  Jean  Brown,  born  May  6,  1951;  Beverly  Kav 
Brown,  born  July  24,  1952;  and  Larry  Lavne  Brown,  born  July  25,  1954. 

Family  of  Mary  Elizabeth  Luther  and  Charles  Sebrinq 

Mary  Elizabeth  Luther  was  born  on  September  21,  1886,  at  Bement,  Illinois, 
on  October  4,  1902  at  Waverly,  Ohio,  to  Charles  Sebrinq.  a 
deceased  .  She  lives  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  They  had  three 
Edward,  and  Elizabeth  Sebrinq. 


She  was  married 
builder.  He  is 
children:  Otis. 
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Family  of  Bessie  Garnet  Luther  and  George  Bliss 


Bessie  Garnet  Luther,  daughter  of  Eliza  Jane  (Lide)  Dawson  and  John  Luther, 
was  born  April  22,  1892,  at  Waverly,  Ohio.  She  married  George  Bliss,  on  April 
15,  1914,  at  Tipecanoe  City,  Ohio.  Her  husband  was  a  railroad  man.  They  lived 
in  Waverly,  Ohio.  She  died  November  7,  1948.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bliss  had  two  chil¬ 
dren,  George  L,  Bliss,  born  January  31,  1915;  and  Robert  Bliss,  born  June  3, 
1918.  Nancy  Bliss,  daughter  of  George  L.  Bliss  was  born  March  25,  1948. 

Family  of  Susie  Mav  Luther  and  August  Kessler 

Susie  May  Luther,  daughter  of  Eliza  Jane  Dawson  and  John  Luther,  was  born 
on  August  31,  1895.  She  was  married  to  August  Kessler,  April  21,  1912.  He  was 
a  machinist.  They  lived  at  Tipecanoe  City,  Ohio.  She  died  April  10,  1926,  and 
is  buried  at  Waverly,  Ohio.  Mr.  Kessler  died  in  October  1951.  The  Kesslers 
had  three  children,  all  girls. 

Avenel  Kessler  was  born  April  17,  1914.  She  married  Orval  J.  Stanton 
on  April  16,  1938,  at  Troy,  Ohio.  They  had  no  children.  Mrs.  Stanton  lives  at 
Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. ,  and  is  employed  with  General  Electric  Company.  Vera  Kessler 
was  born  November  8,  1917.  She  married  H.  R.  Buroker.  They  live  at  Celina, 
Ohio.  The  third  daughter,  Elizabeth  Kessler,  is  deceased. 
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Family  of  Rachel  Dawson  and  Arthur  Snook 


Rachel  Dawson.  5th  of  Mahal  a  Milam  and  John  Dawson's  children,  was  born 
at  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  on  October  16,  1859.  She  was  married  on  March  0,  1886 
to  Arthur  Snook,  a  farmer.  They  resided  at  Sterling,  Kansas.  Both  died 
there  and  are  buried  there.  Her  husband's  death  occurred  on  April  8,  1931, 
fifteen  years  before  her  own  on  Feb.  9,  1946.  Their  family  consisted  of 
three  children,  two  sons  and  a  daughter. 

Arthur  Snook  was  born  December  4,  1886.  He  married  December  8, 

1937  to  Rilla  Elliott.  They  live  at  Hutchinson,  Kansas. 

Metta  Snook  was  born  February  18,  1888,  and  was  married  on  February 
6,  1909,  to  William  Trent  Hodge.  They  have  two  children,  Helen  Hodge,  now  Mrs. 
Helen  Welch  (Mrs.  Claude  A.  Welch)  born  August  4,  1908,  who  lives  in  Wichita, 
Kansas;  and  Lorenzo  Dow  Hodne.  who  was  born  April  2,  1912  and  who  married  Doris 
Whitt.  They  live  on  a  farm  south  of  Sterling,  Kansas.  There  are  no  grandchil¬ 
dren.  Metta  Snook's  husband  William  Trent  Hodge  was  born  May  6,  1888,  and  pass¬ 
ed  away  September  6,  1953.  Mrs.  Hodge  lives  at  Sterling,  Kansas. 

John  0.  Snook  was  born  August  31,  1902  and  was  married  Oct.  14,1934 
(1935?)  to  Katrvn  Koons.  He  is  a  lawyer  and  is  trustee  of  the  LaRabida  Jackson 
Park  Sanitarium  and  Honorary  Trustee  of  the  W.  K.  Kellogg  Foundation.  They  live 
at  Glencoe,  Illinois. 


Alfred  Dawson  and 


Alfred  Dawson,  the  sixth  of  the  12  children  of  Mahala  Milam  and  John  Dawson, 
lived  for  a  time  at  Bement,  Illinois,  near  his  brothers,  Hamilton  and  John  Allen 

Dawson.  He  was  a  machinist.  He  went  to  Arizona  and  corresponded  for  a  time  with 

some  of  his  relatives,  usually  by  means  of  picture  postcards.  The  last  my  in¬ 
formant  heard  from  him  was  from  Yuma,  Arizona,  and  the  impression  is  that  he  had 
married,  probably  a  California  girl.  Another  impression  gained  in  some  way  was 
that  he  may  have  died  about  1920,  although  no  notice  of  his  death  was  received  by 

his  family,  so  far  as  is  known  to  my  informant.  The  name  of  his  wife,  if  he 

did  marry  and  those  of  their  children,  if  any,  are  unknown. 


Henry  Dawson  and  Jennie  Belvew 

Henry  Dawson,  seventh  of  the  twelve  Dawson  children,  was  born  on  December 
26,  1864.  He  married  Jennie  Belvew  in  November  1896.  His  wife  was  born  August 
29,  1872.  Henry  Dawson  died  December  31,  1934,  and  his  wife  died  August  14, 
1941.  They  had  resided  at  Blue  Mound,  Illinois,  and  both  are  buried  there. 

Mr.  Dawson's  occupation  was  that  of  a  butcher.  Their  daughter,  Cecile  Dawson, 
was  born  in  Blue  Mound  on  May  20,  1898.  She  was  married  on  her  birthday  May 

20,  _  to  H.  C.  Murphy.  They  live  at  Illiopolis,  Illinois,  where  Mr.  Murphy 

was  until  recently  employed  with  a  large  concern.  Mr.  Murphy  was  born  about 
1889.  They  have  no  children. 
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The  Family  of  Rosa  Belle  Dawson  and  L.  L.  Hubbell 


Rosa  Belle  Dawson  (Rose)  was  the  third  daughter  and  the  8th  of  the  12 
children  of  Mary  Mahala  Milam  and  John  Dawson.  She  was  born  in  Scioto  Coun¬ 
ty,  Ohio  on  _  1863.  She  was  married  on  March  17,  _  to  Lucius  Lincoln 

Hubbell.  the  son  of  Charles  Hubbell  and  Maria  C.  Vedder  Hubbell.  Her  husband 
was  a  fanner  and  they  resided  at  Bement,  Illinois. 

Mr.  Hubbell  died  on  May  _  1926,  having  had  a  stroke  only  a  few  days  be¬ 

fore.  Mrs.  Hubbell  died  on  February  25,  1937  in  Three  Oaks,  Michigan,  where 
she  had  resided  with  her  daughter  for  ten  years.  She  had  also  suffered  a  stroke 
and  was  helpless  for  eight  months  before  her  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hubbell  are 
buried  in  the  Bement,  Illinois,  cemetery. 

The  Hubbells  had  only  two  children:  Susan  Mae  Hubbell.  born  September  6, 

1887,  at  Cisco,  Illinois;  and  Charles  Jay  Hubbell.  born  June  13,  1889,  at 
Bement,  Illinois.  Susan  Mae  Hubbell  married  Winfred  R.  Wright.  The  Wrights 

are  now  residing  in  Kalamazoo,  Michigan.  Charles  Jay  Hubbell  married  _ 

:  they  have  children  and  reside  at  Monticello,  Illinois. 

Susan  Mae  Hubbell  and  Winfred  R.  Wright 

Susan  Mae  Hubbell *s  husband,  Winfred  R.  Wright,  was  born  at  Three  Oaks, 
Michigan,  on  September  4,  1876,  and  was  the  son  of  Almon  and  Melissa  Wright. 

They  are  the  parents  of  three  children  and  the  grandparents  of  four: 

Wilma  Rosena  Wright  was  born  November  4,  1911,  at  LaFayette, Indiana. 

She  married  Joel  A.  Larsson.  from  Shelleftea,  Sweden,  on  Jyly  17,  1948,  at 
Kalamazoo,  Michigan.  Her  husband  has  a  shoe  store  and  a  shoe  repair  business. 
They  have  no  children  but  Mr.  Larsson  is  the  father  of  two  daughters  by  a 
former  marriage.  Their  names  are  Caroloyn,  born  in  1938,  and  Janet  Larsson, 
born  in  1939.  The  Larssons  live  in  Kalamazoo. 

Leland  Delos  Wright  was  born  August  12,  1913,  at  Moscow,  Idaho.  He 
married  Louise  Pohl .daughter  of  Hannah  Pohl,  on  November  8,  1940.  They  have 
a  son,  Charles  Wright,  born  on  October  23,  1941;  and  a  daughter,  Patricia  Susan 
Wright,  born  July  24,  1944.  Both  the  children  were  born  in  Muskegon,  Michigan, 
where  the  family  now  resides. 

Harold  Wriaht  was  born  May  13,  1926,  at  Three  Oaks,  Michigan.  He 
entered  the  military  service  on  September  11,  1944,  and  went  overseas  in  January 
1945.  He  was  in  the  102nd  Division  and  was  marching  into  Berlin  when  the 
Russians  came  in.  He  was  in  the  Army  of  Occupation  in  Germany  and  was  discharged 
>n  July  26,  1946.  Harold  Wright  was  married  on  September  10,  1949,  at  Kalamazoo, 
Michigan,  to  Norma  Ravman.  daughter  of  Merrett  Rayraan  and  Madge  Sutherland,  of 
<alamazoo.  They  have  a  son,  Gary  Harold  Wright,  born  May  4,  1953;  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Amy  Anne  Wright,  born  March  26,  1955,  at  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  in  which  city 
'.he  family  resides. 

The  following  sketch  explains  the  seeming  nomadic  existence  of  the  Wright 
amily  as  indicated  by  the  foregoing,  and  also  gives  some  interesting  sidelights 
nto  their  mode  as  well  as  their  philosophy  of  life: 


i 


159 


My  Life  as  I  Remember  It 
By  Susan  Hubbell  Wright 


I. Susan  Mae  Hubbell.  was  born  to  Lucius  Lincoln  Hubbell  and  Rosa  Belle 
Dawson  Hubbell  on  September  6,  1807,  at  Cisco  Illinois;  and  on  June  13,  1889 
a  brother,  Charles  Jav  Hubbell. was  born  to  my  parents.  My  father  was  a  farmer 
and  we  always  lived  on  a  farm.  I  started  to  school  while  living  with  my  grand¬ 
father  and  grandmother  Hubbell  in  Bement,  Illinois,  otherwise  I  would  have  had 
two  miles  to  walk.  When  my  grandfather  passed  away  in  1902  I  spent  another  year 
with  ray  grandmother  attending  the  same  school. 

I  was  attending  the  funeral  of  my  girl  friend  and  at  the  cemetery  I  was 
introduced  to  the  man  who  later  became  my  husband,  Winfred  R.  Wright.  He  was 
Dairy  Bacteriologist  at  Oklahoma  A  and  M  College  at  Stillwater,  Oklahoma.  Be¬ 
fore  we  were  married  he  came  to  Purdue  University  at  Lafeyette,  Indiana.  We 
were  married  at  Monticello, Ill inois  on  August  16,  1910. 

Wilma  Rosana  Wright,  our  daughter  was  born  at  Lafayette  on  Nov.  4,  1911. 
Through  an  old  friend  from  Oklahoma  A  and  M,  who  was  now  in  Moscow,  Idaho,  my 
husband  went  to  the  University  of  Idaho  at  Moscow.  Lei  and  Delos  Wright,  our 
first  son  was  born  there  August  21,  1913.  We  were  in  Moscow  for  four  years,  then 
because  of  my  husband's  failing  eyesight,  we  came  back  to  Michigan.  Although  he 
was  a  graduate  of  Michigan  State  College  (which  at  present  is  trying  to  change 
to  U.  of  M. )  and  although  he  had  taught  school  for  twenty  years  he  went  to 
Western  Michigan  College  for  six  months  to  get  a  teachers  certificate  which  was 
required  then  but  was  not  being  given  at  the  time  he  graduated  at  Michigan  State 
College. 

The  first  year  after  returning  to  Michigan  my  husband  was  principal  of  the 
Scotts  Mich.  High  School.  The  next  year  he  went  to  the  Three  Oaks,  Michigan 
High  School  where  he  had  attended  and  graduated.  Here,  on  May  13,  1926  Harold 
Wright  was  born.  We  were  at  Three  Oaks  for  six  years  and  then  moved  to  Kalama¬ 
zoo. 


My  husband  was  getting  past  the  teaching  age  so  took  employment  at  Sear  and 
Roebuck  Co.  He  was  retired  but  was  called  back  when  so  many  of  the  young  men 
were  called  into  service  in  World  War  Two.  Mr.  Wright  remained  with  the  company 
four  years  longer  and  was  in  the  hardware  department.  He  is  now  night  clerk  at 
the  Capitol  Hotel;  sometimes  he  is  swing  clerk  and  works  three  days  then  three 
niglts.  This  is  a  chain  of  hotels  and  there  are  three  in  Kalamazoo.  They  employ 
older  men,  only. 

Last  year  (1954)  we  celebrated  our  44th  wedding  anniversary.  I  was  66  and 
he  was  77.  Mr.  Wright  is  young  looking  for  his  age;  some  guess  him  as  60.  We 
both  are  busy  every  day.  I  am  a  baby  sitter  and  am  booked  practically  4  days 
per  week  for  the  year.  Formerly,  I  did  cafeteria  work  and  was  at  the  Bell  Tele¬ 
phone  Co.  for  three  years;  at  Mary  Trowbridge  House  Kalamazoo  College  for  three 
years  and  at  Kalamazoo  Central  High  School  for  12  years.  During  the  summers, 
while  we  were  living  at  Three  Oaks,  all  of  us  were  at  Tower  Hill  Camp,  at  Sawyer, 
Mich.  My  husband  was  handy  man;  I  was  first  cool*;,  and  Wilma  and  Leland  were 
helpers.  When  we  came  to  Kalamazoo  both  of  us  went  to  the  Girl  Scout  Camp. 
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Susie  Hubbell  Wright  and  brother, 
Charles  Hubbell. 


Susie  Dawson  and  Walter  C.  Tavlor 


Susie  Dawson  was  the  ninth  of  the  children  of  Mahala  Milam  and  John  Dawson. 
She  was  born  July  28,  1866,  at  the  old  Dawson  homestead  in  Scioto  County,  Ohio. 

After  the  death  of  her  parents  she  made  her  home  with  her  brother,  James 
M.  Dawson  and  family  in  Portsmouth,  Ohio.  She  acted  as  her  brother's  cnief 
deputy  during  a  portion  of  his  term  as  probate  judge,  and  remained  in  that 
capacity  with  his  successor.  Judge  Osborn,  until  shortly  before  her  marriage 
on  December  23,  1896,  to  Walter  C.  Tavlor. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  a  newspaper  man  in  Portsmouth  at  that  time.  Early  in  1901 
they  went  to  St.  Louis  and  remained  there  until  the  spring  of  1905,  at  which  time 
they  removed  to  Columbus,  Ohio. 

While  making  preparations  to  establish  their  new  home,  Susie  spent  some 
time  visiting  friends  in  Illinois  and  Portsmouth.  Her  health,  which  had  not 
been  good,  grew  worse,  and  pulmonary  disease  set  in  in  June  and  on  the  16th  a 
diagnosis  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  was  made.  On  Sunday  morning  June  25, 

1905,  at  daybreak  she  passed  away.  She  is  buried  in  Greenlawn  Cemetery,  Ports¬ 
mouth,  Ohio.  They  had  no  children. 

From  a  beautiful  "In  Memoriam”  written  by  her  husband  for  friends  and  loved 
ones  only  to  see,  I  am  privileged  through  the  courtesy  of  her  niece,  Susan  Hub- 
bell  Wright,  to  quote  a  few  lines.  Although  most  of  the  booklet  is  too  tender 
and  personal  to  quote  here,  even  after  such  a  long  time  has  passed,  the  follow¬ 
ing  brief  excerpt  will  give  some  clue  to  her  character: 

"No  sweeter,  braver,  spirit  ever  dwelt  in  this  sad  world;  the  day  seemed 
brighter  where  she  walked.  I  think  the  characteristics  that  would  come 
first  to  the  minds  of  all  who  knew  her  are  sincerity  and  sympathy  —  the 
sincerity  that  filled  her  life  with  truth  and  frankness,  that  made  her  a 
guardian  and  inspirer  of  those  precious  things,  faith  and  trust;  -  the 
sympathy  that  meant  all  that  friendliness  and  good-will  and  unselfish  love 
can  mean,  and  more.  Her  first  thoughtwas  for  others.  She  was  happy  in 
their  happiness,  and  she  earned  well  their  affectionate  regard. 

I  never  knew  anyone  who  had  more  warm  friends  than  she,  I  never  knew 
one  who  could  find  a  place  in  people's  hearts  as  she  did.  She  crowded  out 
no  one,  but  broadened  their  hearts  and  made  more  room  there.  It  has  been 
said  that  one  makes  only  acquaintances  in  a  city,  never  friends.  But  she 
made  friends,  because  she  brought  into  all  relations  the  touch  of  genuine 
fellowship  and  kindness  that  reaches  hearts,  everywhere.  In  the  midst  of 
the  rush  and  the  hurry  of  the  city,  she  took  time  for  kind  words  and  kind 
deeds,  and  bitter  tears  were  shed  by  many  who  had  known  her  but  a  brief 
time,  when  the  news  of  her  death  reached  them,  and  their  letters  pay  tribute 
to  the  sweet  and  gentle  spirit  that  gave  them  cheering  sympathy.  They,  as 
well  as  the  older  friends  of  closer  intimacy,  have  told  of  the  brightness 
she  brought  into  their  lives  ...  ” 
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Elizabeth  Dawson 
as  a  young  woman . 


Susie  Dawson  Taylor 


Family  of  William  Bnerv  Dawson  and  Nellie  May  Williams 


William  Emery  Dawson,  born  January  28,  1868,  in  Scioto  County,  Ohio 

was  the  10th  of  the  children  of  Mary  Mahala  Milam  and  John  Dawson.  He 

was  married  May  7,  1890,  to  Nellie  May  Williams.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Harry  Williams  and  Mary  E.  Williams  and  was  born  in  Poweschick  County,  Iowa, 
on  May  7,  1872.  She  died  October  3,  1893.  He  died  August  25,1894  at  Sterl¬ 
ing  Kans.  Both  are  buried  in  Sterling  ,  Kansas. 

William  Qnery  Dawson  was  engaged  in  farming  and  the  family  resided  in 
Sterling,  Kansas  while  the  children  were  growing  up.  They  had  only  two  chil¬ 
dren,  a  daughter  Mae  V.  Dawson,  born  Oct.  25,  1892  at  Sterling,  Kansas.  She 
married  Bert  Cook  and  they  were  the  parents  of  seven  children.  She  died  Nov, 

11,  1953  and  is  buried  in  Rogue  River,  Oregon.  The  son,  John  H.  Dawson,  was 

born  Feb.  19,  1891  at  Sterling.  He  married  Alta  R.  Long  on  April  24,  1894. 
They  have  a  son  and  a  daughter,  and  reside  at  Hutchinson,  Kansas,  where  Mr. 
Dawson  is  engaged  in  Public  Accounting. 

A  verse  which  William  Dawson  wrote  for  his  wife's  obituary  has  been 
quoted  below,  through  the  courtesy  of  a  niece,  Mrs.  Susan  Hubbell  Wright. 

My  true  love  Nellie  lies  asleep 
In  some  most  heavenly  place 
She  hath  a  lily  in  her  hand 
A  smile  upon  her  face 

The  dear  white  roses  come 
And  climb  about  her  there 
The  sweetest  winds  you  ever  heard 
Go  singing  down  the  air 

The  roses  climb  so  high 
The  grasses  grow  so  deep 
You  cannot  see  her  where  she  lies 
A  smiling  in  her  sleep 


Elizabeth  Dawson  and  Sadie  Dawson;  Unmarried 


Elizabeth  Dawson  was  the  11th  of  the  12  children  of  Mahala  Milam  and 
John  Dawson.  She  was  a  professional  in  child  care  and  as  a  traveling 
companion.  Her  travels  took  over  much  of  the  United  States.  She  was 
employed  for  several  years  at  Decatur,  Illinois.  Later,  she  was  matron  of 
the  Russell  Sage  Dormitory  at  Lawrence  College,  Appleton,  Wisconsin.  She 
died  at  Appleton  on  September  26,  1926,  and  is  buried  either  at  Appleton 
or  at  Kankakee,  Wisconsin. 

Sadie  Dawson,  the  youngest  of  the  Dawson  children,  died  as  the  result 
of  injuries  incurred  while  skipping  rope.  Her  death  occurred  in  1889  when 
she  was  about  10  years  of  age.  She  is  buried  in  the  Rawl  Bennett  Cemetery 
in  Scioto  County,  Ohio. 
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ALLEN  LESLEY 


(Third  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Son  of  Robert) 

Allen  Lesley,  whose  birth  date  is  given  as  July  9,  1793,  was  the  third 
child  and  the  eldest  son  of  Robert  Lesley  and  Elizabeth  Compton.  As  a  boy 
of  nine  years  of  age  he  came  with  his  parents  and  sisters  and  one  younger 
brother  to  Kentucky  from  Virginia  in  1802. 

Allen  spent  his  youth  and  young  manhood  on  the  home  place  on  John's  Creek. 
In  addition  to  the  usual  chores  and  work  of  the  homestead,  he  did  much  hunting 
and  trapping  of  game,  large  and  small,  which  abounded  in  the  virgin  forest  — 
forests  which  at  that  time  had  been  unspoiled  by  human  hands,  except  for  the 
necessary  timber  and  logs  used  in  the  construction  of  homes  and  outbuildings 
for  the  scattered  settlers  and  their  belongings  and  domestic  animals,  such  as 
cattle,  hogs  and  sheep. 

In  the  very  early  days  there  seem  to  have  been  no  mules  or  horses.  There¬ 
fore,  lacking  any  other  means  of  transportation,  Allen  took  his  pack  of  furs  on 
his  back  and  trudged  through  the  wilderness,  step  by  step,  and  weary  mile  by 
weary  mile,  over  the  mountains  and  down  the  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Big 
Sandy  at  Catlettsburg.  From  there  he  put  them  on  a  crude  push  boat  which  he 
nade  of  rough  timbers  and  which  was  powered  by  handcut  poles.  Launching  forth 
upon  the  broad  Ohio,  he  guided  the  crude  vessel  to  within  a  short  distance  of 
Cincinnati (or  Portsmouth  ?)*,  tying  up  near  the  farm  of  one  Mr.  Bennett  from 
vhich  he  trudged  onward  to  the  town  to  dispose  of  his  wares. 

At  the  farm  Allen  met  a  young  lady  by  the  name  of  Elizabeth  Bennett,  the 
farmer’s  daughter,  and  fell  in  love  with  her.  To  prove  his  worthiness,  he 
vorked  for  her  father  until  they  could  be  married.  He  was  married  in  a  hand- 
nade  broadcloth  coat  which  he  had  made  by  a  seamstress  in  Cincinnati.  This 
:oat  is  still  in  possession  of  one  of  Allen's  and  Elizabeth’s  descendants, and 
vas,  as  a  later  story  will  reveal,  utilized  as  the  wedding  garment  of  not  only 
lis  only  son,  but  of  a  grandson  as  well. 

When  all  was  in  readiness,  Allen  and  Elizabeth  put  all  their  possesions 
nto  an  oxcart  which  the  young  bridegroom  had  made.  The  cart  was  drawn  by 
.wo  yoke  of  oxen.  One  yoke  was  paid  for  by  the  young  man,  and  the  other  was 
\  gift  from  the  bride's  father.  Together,  they  slowly  wended  their  way  through 
•he  rough  terrain,  much  of  it  before  untraveled  except  afoot.  Up  the  Ohio 


There  is  a  little  conflict  among  interpretations  of  stories  handed  down  as 
o  this  first  visit  of  Allen  Lesley  to  Ohio  to  trade  his  furs.  One  informant 
nsisted  that  it  was  Cincinnati  near  which  he  landed;  and  all  other  stories 
nd  records  seem  to  indicate  that  it  was  near  Portsmouth.  It  was  near  Ports- 
outh  that  the  Bennett  family  lived,  and  it  was  near  Portsmouth  that  Allen's 
ister,  Adah  Lesley  Milam,  lived^see  pages  and  one  informant  states  that 
t  was  when  Allen  inquired  of  a  young  laay  the  direction  to  his  sister’s  home 
hat  he  met  Elizabeth  for  the  first  time.  The  two  cities  are  approximately 
00  miles  apart  by  way  of  the  river,  and  about  80  miles  overland  direct.  Further- 
ore,  Portsmouth  is  the  first  of  the  two  to  be  reached  in  journeying  down  river 
rotn  Catlettsburg,  Kentucky,  which  is  at  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Sandy  River. 
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and  Big  Sandy  Valleys  and  through  the  mountains,  the  young  couple  came,  camp¬ 
ing  out  at  night,  beset  by  storms  and  other  hardships  of  the  road.  At  one 
point  poplar  trees  had  fallen  across  their  path  and  they  had  to  tarry  long 
enough  to  cut  them  into  pieces  in  order  to  clear  the  way  for  the  cart  to  pass. 

Allen  and  his  bride  crossed  the  river  at  Catlettsburg,  Kentucky,  and 
came  up  Big  Sandy  to  Cowpen  Creek,  and  over  the  mountain  to  Caney  Creek  and 
down  to  its  mouth  where  it  flows  into  John’s  Creek. 

Allen  and  Elizabeth  set  up  housekeeping  on  the  land  which  he  had  inherited 
from  his  father  and  to  which  he  added  many  more  acres  as  the  years  went  by.  A 
great  grandson,  now  past  the  proverbial  3  score  years  and  ten,  alternately 
chuckles  and  shakes  with  sobs  as  he  recalls  the  stories  Great  Grandmother 
Elizabeth  told  him  on  wintry  nights  and  sunny  days  when  he  was  a  small  lad. 

Great  Grandmother  Elizabeth  told  our  reconteur  (Ingram  Leslie)  some 
stories  of  the  first  coming  of  the  Lesley's  to  John's  Creek,  as  they  had  been 
told  to  her  by  her  swain  and  others.  She  also  told  him  of  the  peach  orchard 
which  she  and  Allen  had  planted.  When  the  peaches  were  ripe,  she  said,  the 
bears  came  and  raided  the  orchard  and  ate  the  peaches,  climbing  the  trees  to 
reach  them.  The  only  other  family  at  all  near  at  that  time  was  the  Pinson 
family  at  Bent  Branch,  15  miles  away.  They  had  a  peach  orchard,  too,  and 
the  bear  would  take  turns,  going  from  one  orchard  to  the  other.  Allen  built 
a  blind  so  he  could  see  the  bear  but  the  bear  could  not  see  him.  He  waited 
until  the  moon  was  up  and  the  bear  climbed  the  tree,  then  he  shot  him.  Grandma 
Betsy,  who  was  in  the  house,  heard  a  cry.  "Oh, Lord"  She  thought  he  had  crippled 
the  bear  and  killed  the  old  man,  but  when  she  got  there  the  bear  was  dead.  The 
bear  trap  is  among  the  relics  preserved  by  the  boy  to  whom  Granny  Betsy  told 
the  tale. 

The  women  of  the  family  wove  all  their  own  cloth  for  everyday  wear  — 
lindsey  woolsey,  jeans  and  cotton  for  dresses,  blankets,  and  so  forth. 

The  original  homestead  inherited  from  his  father  was  added  to  by  much 
more  acreage  on  John's  Creek  and  its  many  tributaries.  Included  were  the 
substantial  lands  lying  in  what  later  became  known  as  the  May  District,  part 
of  which  is  now  operated  as  an  experimental  farm  by  Pikeville  College. 

Shortly  after  the  marriage  of  his  only  daughter,  Margery,  Allen  Lesley 
made  her  a  gift  of  the  entire  estate  which  he  had  acquired.  It  is  said  that 
he  did  this  as  an  inducement  to  the  young  married  couple  to  remain  near 
Margery's  parents,  rather  than  remove  further  away. 

Thus,  it  came  about  that  Allen  Lesley  died  at  the  home  of  one  of  his 
grandsons,  "Little  Tom  May",  next  to  the  youngest  of  his  daughter’s  large 
family.  Alien  Lesley  became  blind  before  he  died.  He  had  a  walking  stick 
which  he  used  to  guide  himself  about  the  place.  He  would  strike  the  gate 
posts  and  a  certain  rock  at  the  branch  where  he  crossed  on  a  puncheon. 

Allen’s  death  occurred  on  June  10,  1379.  He  is  buried  in  the  Allen 
Lesley  Cemetery  on  John's  Creek.  After  his  death  his  widow,  Elizabeth 
Bennett  Lesley,  went  to  live  with  their  son,  James  Harvey  Lesley,  and  re¬ 
mained  a  member  of  that  family  until  her  death  in  1887.  She  lived  to  be  93 
years,  3  months  and  3  days  of  age.  She  was  born  1-2-1794. 
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While  at  her  son’s  home  Elizabeth  helped  with  the  work  of  the  household. 
One  of  the  things  which  she  did  was  to  turn  the  hems  of  the  tablelinen  which 
was  made  on  the  hand  looms  by  her  son’s  wife,  "Aunt  Ailsie",  and  others.  A 
granddaughter  Mrs.  Lillie  Leslie  Runyon  remembers  how  she  dressed  -  always, 
in  late  years  at  least,  in  little  silk  caps,  shawls  and  capes,  which  were 
sent  her  from  Ohio  and  other  places  by  friends  and  relatives.  She  also 
remembers  her  grandmother's  letters  which  were  sent  folded  and  stuck  together 
with  wax,  in  lieu  of  envelopes  which  were  not  then  in  use. 

Both  the  granddaughter,  who  was  ten,  and  the  grandson,  who  was  six,  when 
their  grandmother  died  in  1307,  remember  the  event  very  clearly.  The  grandson 
remembers  being  in  the  room  with  his  mother  and  an  older  man  who  was  related 
to  the  family  by  marriage,  when  he  heard  his  Grandmother  say  about  half  an 
hour  before  she  died:  "I  hear  a  wagon  coming  up  the  creek."  Her  granddaughter 
looked  out  the  door  and  said  she  couldn't  see  anything,  and  the  grandmother 
said  no  more,  but  soon  she  was  gone.  Her  grandson  still  thinks  the  old  lady 
really  heard  the  wagon.  As  he  expresses  it:  "My  dreams  come  true." 

The  granddaughter  tells  about  how  she  and  a  young  girl  cousin  went  to 
notify  relatives  of  Grandmother’s  death.  The  distance  was  only  two  miles  up 
the  creek  and  could  be  covered  in  a  couple  of  minutes  by  today's  methods  of 
transportation  "over  the  black  top".  The  little  girls  were  quite  put  to  it, 
however,  to  make  the  journey.  It  was  cool  and  windy  and  they  had  to  cross 
the  creek  in  a  little  plank  boat. 

The  granddaughter  recalls,  too,  how  her  grandmother  was  dressed  for 
burial.  She  wore  one  of  her  black  silk  caps,  and  a  black  satin  dress  which 
she  had  kept  especially  for  this  purpose.  She  describes  her  grandmother  as 
"very,  very  fair,  with  what  some  called  copper-colored  eyes,  and  others 
remember  as  blue." 

Two  children,  only,  were  born  to  Allen  and  Elizabeth  Bennett  Lesley;  a 
son,  James  Harvey  Lesley,  and  a  daughter,  Elizabeth  Margery  Lesley,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Thomas  Patton  May.  Both  had  very  large  families  and  their  descendants 
are  numerous.  Although  many  still  reside  in  the  vicinity  of  the  original  Les¬ 
ley  Settlement,  many  others  are  residing  in  other  states,  as  the  family  data 
which  follows  will  show. 


The  home  of  the  Harvey  Lesley  Family 
near  the  mouth  of  Caney  Creek. 
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JAMES  HARVEY  LESLEY 


(Fourth  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Son  of  Allen) 

Janies  Harvey  Lesley,  the  eldest  of  the  two  children  born  to  Allen  Les¬ 
ley  and  Elizabeth  Bennett  Lesley,  was  born  on  John's  Creek,  on  October  18, 

1821.  He  was  married  twice.  His  first  wife,  whom  he  married  on  March  3, 

1843,  was  Mary  Jane  Stratton,  daughter  of  Solomon  Stratton  and  Virginia  Layne, 

and  granddaughter  of  _  Layne  and  Katherine  Hager.  Katherine 

Hager's  mother  was  _  Schaeffer. 

Harvey  Lesley,  as  James  Harvey  was  more  often  called  is  described  as  about 
six  feet  in  height,  and  had  dark  hair.  It  is  said  that  he  was  opposed  to 
picture  taking  and  that  only  one  photograph  of  him  exists.  He  was  a  farmer,  a 
miller,  a  merchant,  and,  in  his  earlier  days,  was  called  upon  to  aid  the  sick. 
He  mixed  his  own  medicines  from  the  various  herbs  which  grew  roundabout,  put¬ 
ting  to  use  his  native  intelligence,  as  well  as  knowledge  gained  by  reading. 

It  is  not  known  at  this  time  whether  he  "read  medicine"  or  was  apprenticed  with 
a  licensed  physician,  or  studied  the  subject  in  any  other  way  than  "on  his  own". 
It  is  understood,  however,  that  the  neighbors  looked  upon  him  as  a  doctor  and 
had  a  great  deal  of  faith  in  his  ministration.  He  had,  it  is  related,  two 
mixtures  which  he  used,  depending  upon  the  seriousness  or  extent  of  the  sick¬ 
ness.  He  called  these  "Big  Bitters"  and"Little  Bitters". 

As  a  miller,  he  ground  corn  once  a  week  and  people  came  from  far  and  near. 
In  later  days  he  had  a  steam  mill.  He  would  sharpen  the  rocks  once  a  week  and 
he  often  dug  the  coal  for  the  fire  to  get  up  steam.  As  he  got  older  his  sons 
would  do  this  and  he  would  go  squirrel  hunting. 

Harvey  Lesley  had  the  first  store  on  John's  Creek.  The  people  had  little 
money,  but  brought  in  products  of  their  toil  to  barter  for  cloth  and  other 
necessities.  The  chief  article  which  they  had  to  exchange  for  store  goods  was 
the  fur  of  the  numerous  small  wild  animals  which  still  abounded  in  the  area; 
and  after  furs,  the  leading  home-produced  article  brought  in  was  dried  peaches. 
Sometimes  there  would  be  as  much  as  250  bushels  of  dried  peaches  in  the  store 
awaiting  a  trip  to  the  market. 

Once,  two  of  Harvey's  sons  stayed  in  the  store  overnight,  suspecting  an 
attempt  to  rob  it.  The*  heard  whispering  and  stationed  themselves  on  the 
stairs,  guns  in  hand,  but  the  whispering  ceased  and  the  store  was  not  broken 
into. 


The  furs  and  peaches  were  sent  to  market  in  Cincinnati.  They  were  hauled 
over  the  mountain  to  the  Big  Sandy  river  by  ox  team  hitched  to  wagons,  and 
thence  by  flatboat  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

His  father  had  given  the  home  place  on  John's  Creek  to  his  daughter, 
Margery,  soon  after  her  marriage.  Harvey  surveyed  and  purchased  lands  on 
the  other  side  of  John's  Creek,  and  was  one  of  the  first  if  not  the  first 
to  develop  Caney  Creek,  as  well  as  Cowpen,  Buffalo,  and  Mare  Creek. 
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The  second  marriage  of  James  Harvey  Lesley  was  to  Alice  Ann  (Ailsie) 

El  kins,  and  took  place  in  Floyd  County,  Kentucky,  on  December  8,  1876.  They 
had  one  daughter,  Anne,  born  in  1878.  The  next  year,  when  his  father,  Allen 
Lesley,  died,  Harvey's  mother  came  to  live  on  Caney  Creek  with  her  son  and 
his  family  and  remained  there  until  her  death  in  1886. 

About  1890,  James  Harvey  Lesley  took  that  part  of  his  family  who  had 
not  married  and  set  up  homes  of  their  own,  with  him  over  the  mountain  to  Cowpen 
near  what  is  now  called  Coal  Run.  He  died  there  on  March  18,  1899,  at  the  age 
of  78.  His  widow,  who  was  born  October  9,  1835,  died  December  8,  1915.  Both 
are  buried  on  Cowpen.  Several  of  his  descendants  and  their  families  now  live 
on  Cowpen  and  others  are  on  Caney  and  on  John's  Creek.  The  younger  generations 
are  scattered  over  many  states.  One  incident  in  connection  with  life  on  Cowpen 
which  was  given  me  by  his  grandson  is  to  the  effect  that  one  time  when  the 
waters  of  the  river  filled  the  space  from  hill  to  hill  he  (Harvey)  crossed  in 
a  "canoe"  which  was  nothing  but  a  dug-out  log.  For  his  usual  transportation 
he  rode  a  mule,  although  he  did  own  a  horse. 

A  story  is  also  told  of  Harvey's  boyhood.  It  seems  that  his  sister  Margery 
and  he  went  up  the  branch  to  hunt  cows.  "He  seen  a  pant'er.  He  kept  watching 
it  but  kept  going,  the  pant'er  ahead  looking  back.  There  was  a  log  across  the 
brancli  which  the  children  would  have  to  go  under.  He  saw  the  pant'er  ready  to 
spring  upon  them  as  they  passed  under.  Harvey  did  not  tell  Margery  what  he  saw, 
but  said  to  her:  'Let’s  go  back.",  and  back  they  scampered  to  the  house." 

Only  two  of  the  twelve  children  of  James  Harvey  Lesley  are  still  living. 

One  of  his  sons  and  one  daughter  predeceased  him  and  four  other  sons  and  one 
daughter  followed  him  in  death  within  a  few  years.  Two  of  his  sons  lived  as 
long  as  he  and  one  lived  four  years  longer. 

The  youngest  of  the  12  children  is  78  this  year,  and  the  tenth  in  line 
is  88.  (See  pages  for  some  reminiscences  of  this  88-year  old  as  told 

by  her  granddaughter,  depicting  life  in  the  Harvey  Lesley  household  more  than 
half  a  century  ago  and  pages  for  description  by  the  youngest  daughter 

of  the  various  school  buildings,  where  she  obtained  her  education.  An  amusing 
incident  in  connection  with  his  second  wedding  is  told  by  a  grandson  and  is 
included  in  the  data  on  the  family  of  his  son,  John  B.  Leslie,  who  played  an 
important  role  in  this  tale  (see  page  ). 

Among  the  mementos  of  this  family  which  have  been  preserved  are  Grandmother 
Betsy's  Bible;  Grandfather  Harvey's  weight  clock  which  has  wooden  cog  wheels; 
some  of  his  medical  books;  and  a  White  sewing  machine,  patented  in  1845.  This 
nachine  has  a  flat  bobbin  which  was  inserted  from  the  side.  Needles  for  it 
can  still  be  obtained,  although  this  type  bobbin  has  given  way  to  the  shuttle 
type  . 
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The  Family  of  Amos  Polk  Lesl ie  Sr. 

Amos  Polk  Leslie.  Sr.. usually  referred  to  as  "Polk”  Leslie  was  born  Febru¬ 
ary  11,  1046,  and  was  the  eldest  son  of  James  Harvey  Leslie,  and  Mary  Jane 

Stratton.  He  was  married  on  May  23,  1867,  at  the  age  of  21,  to  Pheby  Reynolds. 

18  years  of  age,  the  daughter  of  Wn.  R.  (or  M. )  Reynolds,  who  was  born  in  Russel: 
County,  Virginia.  "Feeby",  or  "Pheby"  as  her  name  was  variously  spelled  in  the 
record  at  that  time,  was  born  as  was  her  mother,  in  Pike  County,  Kentucky. 

The  children  of  Amos  Polk  and  Pheby  numbered  11,  seven  girls  and  four  boys. 

One  of  these  is  Amos  Polk  Leslie,  Jr.,  who  lives  now  on  Cowpen  Creek,  Pike  Coun¬ 

ty,  and  gives  the  following  information  concerning  his  brothers  and  sisters. 
Effort  was  made  to  follow  up  on  this  information  with  all  of  these  families  but 
no  response  was  received. 

Mary  Leslie,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Amos  Polk  Leslie,  Sr.,  was  married  to 
William  Sanders.  A  son,  Jake  Sanders,  lives  across  the  River,  below  Pikeville, 
Kentucky. 

"Doc"  Leslie  was  unmarried.  He  was  in  the  SpanishAmerican  War  and  after¬ 
ward  led  a  roving  existence,  and  may  have  died  in  Roanoke,  Virginia. 

Liza  Belle  Leslie  married  Tom  Fife  and  lived  at  Fishtrap  when  she  died. 

A  daughter,  _ ,  married  Sam  Caudill,  who  lives  in  Pikeville. 

Allen  Jasper  Leslie  married  Mary  I.  Hayton  in  1894.  They  went  west  to 
the  Ozarks  in  Arkansas,  where  Allen  J.  died.  It  is  said  that  his  widow  now 
lives  at  Hood  River,  Oregon,  with  her  youngest  daughter,  Virginia  Leslie.  Mrs. 
Leslie's  brother,  George  I.  Hayton,  Pikeville,  gave  the  following  information 
concerning  the  family:  There  were  12  children:  Alvida  Frances  Leslie  married 
a  Mr.  France,  and  had  one  son,  _ France. 

The  second  child  and  eldest  son  of  Allen  J.  Leslie  and  Mary  I.  Hayton 
was  named  James  Harvey  Leslie,  for  his  grandfather.  The  next  two  sons  were 
John  Wesley  Leslie,  and  Amos  Leslie,  both  of  whom  were  electrocuted  while  work¬ 
ing  in  the  mines  in  West  Virginia.  John  Wesley  Leslie  married  _  and 

had  a  daughter  _  who  married  a  _ Damron. 

The  fifth  child  was  Charles  (Charley)  Leslie,  who  was  married  in 
Johnson  County,  Kentucky,  and  then  went  west.  The  other  childen  were,  in  order 
of  their  birth,  Ike  Leslie:  Willie  Leslie  (who  married)  Rufus  Leslie:  Catherine 
Leslie:  Virginia  Leslie:  Dixie  Leslie:  and  the  twelfth  and  youngest  was  also 
a  girl  but  the  name  was  not  learned. 

Cordelia  Leslie  married  George  A.  Collins  in  Pike  County  in  1889.  They 
have  a  son,  Jake  Collins,  who  lived  at  one  time  at  Riceville,  Johnson  County, 
Kentucky;  and  a  daughter  who  lived  in  Portsmouth,  Ohio.  Another  son,  Amos 
Collins,  also  lived  on  Jennies  Creek  in  Johnson  County;  and  a  son,  Hatler  Col¬ 
lins.  lived  in  Slab  Fork,  West  Virginia. 

Jane  Leslie  married  Oliver  Collins.  Their  daugthers,  Mousie  Collins,  and 
May  Collins,  live  in  Portsmouth,  Ohio. 

Amos  Polk  Leslie.  Jr.  is  the  next  in  this  family.  Information  regarding 
this  family  follows  shortly. 
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Linda  Leslie  married  Knob  Sanders.  They  had  four  boys  and  one  girl.  The 
boys  are  all  teachers.  One  taught  in  Prestonsburg,  and  another  on  Beaver  Creek, 
Kentucky.  Linda  Leslie  Sanders  lives  in  Ohio  with  some  of  her  children. 

Bnma  Leslie  married  _ Wright  and  lived  in  Morgan  County,  Ky. 

Nannie  Leslie  married  Ike  Davis.  They  had  three  girls  and  three  boys.  One 
of  the  sons  is  Alex  Davis  who  lived  at  Just  Tell,  Kentucky.  The  youngest  of  the 
11  children  was  known  as  "Governor"  and  died  in  infancy. 

Pheby  Reynolds  Leslie  died  about  1881  and  Amos  Polk  Leslie  married  Lucinda 
Burris  in  Pike  County  in  1887  but  had  no  children  by  her.  He  had  removed  his 
family  to  Johnson  County  about  1884,  first  locating  at  the  Hager  Gap,  and  later 
on  the  head  of  Jennies  Creek.  His  third  wife  was  Clarinda  Collins,  whom  he  mar¬ 
ried  in  Floyd  County  Kentucky,  the  license  being  issued  on  October  21,  1889. 

They  had  one  son,  Coonie  Leslie,  who  is  married  and  may  live  in  West  Virginia. 

Amos  Polk  Leslie,  Sr.,  died  on  February  12,  1900. 

The  Family  of  Amos  Polk  Lesl ie.  Jr. 

Amos  Polk  Leslie.  Jr.  (Amos  or  A.  P. ,  more  commonly  called)  was  the  7th 
child  and  3rd  son  born  to  Amos  Polk  Leslie,  Sr.  and  Pheby  Reynolds  Leslie, his 
first  wife.  He  was  born  on  Christmas  Day  (December  25,  1875).  When  Amos  was 
about  6  years  of  age  his  mother  died.  At  about  9  years  he  was  taken  by  his 
father  to  Johnson  County,  and  lived  for  a  time  on  the  head  of  Jennies  Creek. 
Becoming  restless  he  left  home  and  for  16  years  or  so  lived  in  Wayne  Co.,  West 
Virginia.  He  then  went  into  the  Spanish  American  War,  as  did  an  older  brother 
who  was  known  as  "Doc". 

When  Amos  returned  from  the  Spanish  American  War  he  learned  that  his  father, 
"Polk"  Leslie,  had  died  two  years  before.  As  his  brother,  Allen,  had  gone  to 
Cowpen  Creek  in  Pike  County,  Amos  went  to  live  with  his  brothers'  family  for 
awhile.  In  1910  he  was  married  to  his  second  wife  who  had  also  been  married  be¬ 
fore.  Her  name  was  Alice  Blankenship  (King).  She  was  a  sister  of  Rosa  Blanken¬ 
ship  who  married  Amos'  uncle  "Bob"  (Robert  Lee)  Leslie.  They  are  the  parents  of 
five  children,  three  girls  and  two  boys.  All  are  married,  and  all  but  one  have 
children.  Mr.  Leslie  has  worked  in  the  mines  and,  until  6  years  ago,  took  care 
of  his  farm  on  Cowpen.  His  children  attended  the  County  schools  and  the  high 
school  at  Pikeville,  Ky.  All  live  at  some  distance  except  his  youngest  son, 

Amos  Victor,  who  after  a  varied  career,  including  some  time  in  the  Navy,  has 
established  his  home  nearby. 

The  children  of  Amos  P.  Leslie  Jr.  are: 

Pharoiah  Donald  Leslie,  a  son  by  his  first  wife,  lives  at  Prichard, 
West  Virginia.  He  is  a  farmer,  is  married,  but  has  no  children. 

The  children  of  his  second  wife,  Alice  Blankenship  (King)  are:  Mae 
~eslie.  born  May  8,  1911,  married  Elmer  H.  Boals  of  Mossy  Bottom,  Ky.  They 
iow  live  near  South  Zanesville,  Ohio.  June  Leslie,  born  June  27,  1914,  married 
jarmon  Gilliam,  and  they  now  live  in  Ashland,  Ky.  They  have  no  children. 

Trimble  Leslie,  born  June  10,  1916  was  educated  in  the  Pike  County 
schools.  He  was  married  on  December  29,  1933  to  Prudis  Baves  of  Betsy  Layne, 
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whose  birthdate  is  April  18,  1915,  For  several  years  Prudis  resided  with  Mrs. 
Tomas  J.  Leslie  (Aunt  Sis  Leslie)  who  lived  to  be  96  years  of  age,  and  her 
daughter  Kate.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trimble  Leslie  now  reside  in  Route  2,  Claypool (near 
Warsaw)  Ind.  where  he  is  employed. 

Trimble  and  Prudis  have  five  children:  Charlene  Leslie,  born  Oct.  25,1934, 
married  Paul  Estep  of  Kopperston,  West  Va.  on  October  21,  1953;  Arthur  J.  Leslie 
born  July  13,  1937;  Lovell  Leslie,  born  Nov.  11,  1939;  Phyllis  Ann,  born  Aug. 
27,  1944;  and  Pamela  Jean,  born  Feb.  22,  1950,  all  in  school  at  Claypool. 

Amos  Victor  Leslie  was  born  Aug.  16,  1918.  He  attended  the  local 
schools.  On  Oct.  2,  1937  he  was  married  to  Kathleen  Spears,  daughter  of  Ford 
Spears  of  Morgan  County,  Kentucky,  Her  birthdate  was  Jan.  8,  1919.  Before  mar¬ 
riage  he  mined  coal  in  Muskingum  County,  Ohio.  He  was  with  the  Eastern  Gas  and 
Fuel  association  at  Kopperston,  W.  Va.,  for  several  periods  covering  about  8 
years,  as  conveyor  man.  He  later  worked  for  U.  S.  Steel  at  Gary,  W.  Va.,  and 
for  the  Ford  Motor  Co.  at  Ypsilanti  Michigan. 

Amos  Victor  entered  the  Navy  in  June  1944,  and  served  until  February  1945. 
He  was  attached  to  an  LST  which  travled  the  inland  waterways  from  Pennsylvania 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  was  also  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  He  had  no  sea  duty, 
although  all  the  other  members  of  his  crew  did  have.  He  was  cook  and  butcher. 

After  leaving  the  Service  he  was  employed  variously,  holding  38  jobs  the 
year  he  was  discharged.  For  the  past  several  years  he  has  remained  in  Kentucky 
and  is  now  living  near  his  father  and  working  at  carpentering  for  the  United 
Construction  Workers  which  is  building  hospitals  in  the  coal  mining  regions 
of  the  States  of  Kentucky,  W.  Va.  and  Virginia. 

Amos  and  Kathleen  have  seven  children.  The  children  of  Amos 
Victor  Leslie  and  Kathleen  Spears  Leslie  are:  Willadean.  born  Dec.  3,  1938; 
she  graduated  this  year  at  16  from  the  Pikeville  High  School,  was  always  on 
the  Honor  Roll  in  school  and  won  a  large  unabridged  dictionary  as  first  prize 
in  a  spelling  contest  in  8th  grade.  She  aspires  to  be  a  secretary.  Joann, 
born  on  Jan.  9,  1940,  is  in  2nd  year  high  school  at  14  years  of  age.  She  talks 
of  being  a  beautician.  James  Donald  was  born  May  2,  1941;  Doris  Jean,  born 
June  7,  1946;  I.enda  Lou. .  born  Jan.  26,  1948;  Kathryn  Gay,  born  Nov.  11,  1950; 
Virginia  Karen,  born  Sept  11,  1952. 

Vonnie  Leslie,  born  Nov.  16,  1921,  married  _  Ridenour,  They  now 

live  in  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 
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Family  of  Thomas  Jefferson  Leslie  and  Sarah  Angel ine  Walker 


Thomas  Jefferson  Leslie  was  born  March  9,  1848,  married  March  9,  1876; and 
was  only  51  when  he  died  Nov.  19,1899.  His  wife  Sarah  Angel ine  Walker  was  born 
Aug.  6,  1847  and  died  at  the  age  of  96  on  Feb.  20,  1943. 

"Tom”  Leslie  is  described  as  a  "very  smart"  man,  tall  and  slim,  with  black 
hair  and  blue  eyes  and  a  heavy  mustache.  He  belonged  to  the  Masonic  Lodge, Pike- 
ville  Chapter  No.  133,  Royalarch  Masons.  He  was  a  merchant  and  farmer  and  made 
shoes  for  his  children,  and  was  also  a  Methodist  preacher.  He  preached  at 
"Snively  Chapel"  and  other  points  up  and  down  John's  Creek.  For  awhile  he  kept 
store  at  the  Jackson  Place  below  Jackson  Branch  (  all  of  which  is  now  under 
water  as  result  of  the  Flood  Control  project).  Then  he  moved  his  family  to  the 
River  at  what  is  now  Besty  Layne.  To  reach  this  spot  from  the  place  on  John's 
Creek  it  was  necessary  to  come  over  the  mountain  ,  down  through  Cowpen  Creek 
and  thence  down  the  river.  The  journey  was  made  in  a  sled  drawn  by  a  yoke  of 
oxen.  Ice  and  snow  was  on  the  ground. 

Mrs.  Leslie  ("Aunt  Sis")  was  a  "Kindly"  woman,  fair  with  dark  hair  and 
blue  eyes,  and  was  not  very  tall.  She  helped  in  the  store  and  made  clothes  for 
the  family  in  addition  to  the  other  usual  household  tasks.  In  later  years  she 
regaled  the  younger  members  of  the  family  and  neighbors  with  stories  about  the 
Civil  War  which  began  when  she  was  14  years  of  age.  The  family  is  preserving 
several  mementos  of  their  early  days,  and  still  own  a  part  of  the  River  property 
although  all  live  elsewhere.  Among  these  relics  are:  the  shoe  last  and  cobbler's 
bench,  and  the  old  hand  loom. 

Their  children  were:  Carrie  Leona  Jane  Leslie  who  was  born  Dec.  15, 
1876;  and  who  died  May  5,  1888,  aged  12  years. 

Kate  Katherine  Nora  Leslie  was  born  November  6,  1878.  She  never  mar¬ 
ried.  Kate  ("Toad"  as  she  was  called)  devoted  her  life  to  educating  the  youth 
of  Floyd  and  Pike  Counties.  It  is  said  that  she  taught  42  years  without  missing 
a  day.  When  she  was  unable  to  go  to  the  school  room  she  would  do  tutoring. 

She  was  very  tender  hearted  and  seldom  applied  the  switch  to  her  charges  but 
when  she  did  feel  that  it  must  be  done,  she  would  cry  about  it.  She  was  very 
devoted  to  her  family  and  was  very  religious.  Kate  was  ill  at  her  home  in  Betsy 
Layne  for  quite  awhile  before  her  death  which  occurred  on  March  22,  1950. 

Samuel  Allen  Leslie,  the  only  son  of  Thomas  Jefferson  Leslie  and 
Sarah  A.  Walker  Leslie,  was  born  July  22,  1889.  lie  was  educated  in  the  local 
schools  and  was  for  a  time  in  the  Masonic  Home  at  Louisville,  Ky.  He  taught 
school,  was  a  drygoods  salesman,  and  was  store  manager  at  Jenkins,  Ky.  for 
the  Consolidated  Coal  Co.  for  several  years. 

Samuel  Allen  Leslie  was  interested  in  church  and  Sunday  School  and  was 
a  Master  Mason  (3rd  degree.  Blue  Lodge).  He  was  an  invalid  for  4  years  before 
he  died  on  Nov.  12,  1938.  The  inmediate  cause  of  his  death  was  an  accidental 
fall  on  the  steps  of  his  home  during  a  heart  attack. 

Samuel  Allen  Leslie  married  Vina  James,  daughter  of  "Babe"  (Daniel  Webster) 
James,  on  December  28,  1911.  During  his  illness  she  was  employed  at  the  Hospital 
St  Pikeville  and  still  is  employed  there.  She  maintains  a  home  at  Pikeville 
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for  herself  and  youngest  son,  who  is  as  yet  unmarried. 

Their  children:  Rutherford  Guv  Leslie  was  born  January  9,1913 
and  died  June  19,  1913.  Samuel  James  Leslie  was  born  June  26,  1914,  at  Jenkins, 
Ky.  Ke  married  first  Tennessee  Mavnard.  daughter  of  Young  Maynard,  of  Coon 
Creek,  on  Sept.  12,  1936.  They  have  one  child,  Peggy  Jean  Leslie,  born  Sept. 

25,  1941,  His  second  wife  was  Bessie  Justice,  of  Fishtrap,  Pike  Co.;  they  mar¬ 
ried  in  1949.  There  are  no  children. 

Samuel  James  Leslie  served  in  the  Q.  M.  C.  1940-1945  in  World  War  II.  He 
was  in  the  Invasion  of  Normandy.  He  is  trained  in  air  conditioning  and  electric 
welding.  Is  now  living  in  Detroit. 

Ollie  Beckham  Leslie  was  born  Feb.  15,  1921  at  Pikeville,  Ky.  He  is  marriec 
and  lives  in  Knoxville,  Tenn.  and  is  with  the  air  force.  He  served  during  World 
War  II  and  rejoined  after  discharge  and  expects  to  make  a  career  of  it.  He 
was  ordained  as  a  minister  before  he  entered  the  service  and  had  a  Sunday  School 
at  Coal  Hollow,  Pike  Co.,  Ky. 

Alfred  Smith  Leslie  ("AD  was  born  July  6,  1928,  at  Pikeville.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  at  Pikeville  and  Betsy  Layne  and  also  had  3^ 
years  in  the  Masonic  Home  at  Louisville.  A1  entered  the  armed  services  at  18 
years  of  age  and  was  a  paratrooper  with  the  Army.  He  was  in  Japan  and  his 
period  of  service  was  Oct.  1,  1946  to  February  1948.  He  learned  to  fly  an 
airplane  and  had  a  private  license.  His  hobby  is  aerial  photography;  he  has 
a  collection  of  aerial  photographs.  He  has  worked  for  utility  Elkhorn  Coal 
Co.,  and  as  a  steel  cutter  for  overhead  conveyor  in  Detroit.  At  present  A1 
is  in  maintenance  work  with  a  gas  and  oil  drilling  contractor  which  has  opera¬ 
tions  in  Kentucky  and  West  Virginia. 


Family  of  James  Will iam  (Will )  Lesley1  and  Mary  M.  Elswick 

James  William  Lesley  was  born  May  30,  1851  and  died  Dec.  12,  1901.  His 
wife,  Mary  M.  Elswick  was  born  Jan.  28,  1858,  and  died  in  1946.  They  were  mar¬ 
ried  on  March  22,  1882  "at  the  Church  House"  in  Pikeville,  Ky.  They  were  both 
of  Pilce  Co.,  she  of  Bear  Fork  of  Little  Robinson  Cr.  He  was  a  blacksmith,  and 
later  in  the  grocery  business.  Their  children  were  Kate  Madaline  and  Hatler 
Lesley. 

Kate  Madaline  Lesley  was  born  January  14,  1883  in  Pikeville,  Ky.  and 
died  Dec.  24,  1952.  Her  husband  J.  E.  Childers  was  born  in  Elkhorn  City,  Ky. 
May  10,  1377  and  died  Nov.  6,  1953.  They  married  on  February  10,  1904,  in 
Pike  County,  Ky.  Kate  Madaline  Lesley  taught  one  year  and  worked  in  Robert 
Walker’s  Store  until  she  married.  After  her  children  were  of  an  age  and  did 
not  require  her  constant  care,  she  became  interested  in  and  helped  establish 
the  Homemaker’s  Club  in  her  home  community.  Coal  Run,  Ky. 


1  This  spelling  was  retained  by  Will  Lesley  and  by  his  son  Hatler  Lesley, 
whereas  most  of  the  other  members  of  the  family  began  spelling  the  name  "Leslie" 
around  1870  or  before  in  many  cases,  except  in  this  instance  and  perhaps  a 
few  others.  This  volume  begins  the  spelling  of  Leslie  with  the  fourth 
generation. 
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Their  children:  Elmo  Childers,  born  Dec.  7,  1904,  never  married.  She  taught 
'  ears;  then  helped  with  younger  children  and  in  Homemakers.  Now  Drive-in 
;}atre.  Mary  Madaline  was  born  April  30,  1907,  and  married  Carl  Hatcher. 

;i  is  now  Principal  of  High  School  Teachers  Training  School;  and  her  husband 
<7o.  Supervisor.  Joel  Edison  Childers  was  born  June  13,  1909  and  married 
,vce.  He  has  2  children  and  5  grandchildren.  Hatler  Lesley  Childers  was 
ica  April  15,  1911  and  he  has  3  children  -  2  boys  and  one  girl.  01 lie  James 
aiders  was  born  Dec.  11,  1912  and  died  March  9,  1913.  Rebecca  Childers  was 
icn  April  14,  1914  and  married  Bill  Bowles.  She  now  lives  in  Savannah,  Ga. 
ir.  has  one  boy.  Donald  Walker  Childers  was  born  Feb.  1,  1916.  Wn.  Houston 
HTders  was  born  Aug.  23,  1917.  Robt.  Love  Childers  was  born  Oct.  31,  1918 
ir  died  Dec.  22,  1918.  Thomas  Watson  Childers  was  born  Aug.  9,  1920,  and 
iad  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Della  Noel  Childers  was  born  Dec.  25,  1923  (called 
'EDssom")  and  is  now  with  telephone  company  in  Pikeville,  Ky.  John  Bruce 

aiders  was  born  Jan.  1,  1925,  and  lived  in  Harlan  county  and  in  Lexington, Ky. 

k.  Patton  Childers  was  born  June  2,  1928  and  died  July  30,  1928. 

Hatler  Lesley  was  born  June  29,  1884,  on  2nd  Street,  Pikeville,  Ky. , 
in  lived  in  Pikeville  most  of  his  life.  He  completed  8th  grade  but  did  not 

cto  high  school.  He  married  Roxie  Roberts  in  1915.  She  was  from  Snookie's  Creek 

icth  of  Shelby,  but  lived  in  Pikeville  when  they  were  married.  Hatler  was 
c  many  years  1910-27  with  the  C.  &  0.  R.  R.  as  express  messenger  on  the  Pike- 
ile-Ashland  run.  This  run  was  extended  later  to  Elkhorn  City. 


Hatler  also  lived  in  Ashland  Ky.  for  12  years,  working  at  ARMCO  part  of 
h:  time  (1924-25).  He  came  back  to  Pikeville  in  1932  and  has  been  in  the 
r:ery  business  since  1942.  He  was  with  Huffman's  Grocery  in  Pikeville 
luing  the  last  few  years.  The  family  lived  at  Meta,  Ky.  Hatler  Lesley  suf- 
e;d  a  heart  attack  and  died  after  an  illness  of  several  months  in  late  summer 
i:arly  fall  of  1955. 

Their  children:  Hatler.  Jr.  who  graduated  at  Ashland  High  School 
in  attended  Pikeville  Jr.  College.  He  has  been  in  the  Air  Corps  since  1941. 
leierved  in  Europe  and  was  in  the  Battle  of  the  Bulge.  He  is  now  in  air 
ois  school  in  California.  He  is  not  married. 

Mae  Lesley  was  born  Nov.  17,  1917.  She  was  married  to  Carl 
id  ns  in  1948  or  49  and  has  one  son  Carl  Lesley  Adkins,  now  about  6  years 
1  Mae  worked  for  a  time  as  nurse's  aide  at  Pikeville  Hospital.  Mr.  and 
ir  Adkins  and  son  make  their  home  with  her  parents  at  Meta,  Ky. 

Mildred  Lesley  was  born  Feb.  29,  1924,  in  Ashland,  Ky.  She 
aied  Harry  Reed,  of  Virginia,  who  has  been  in  the  Navy  since  about  1934. 
h  live  in  California.  They  have  no  children. 

Allen  Whetzel  Lesley  and  Mary  E.  Huffman 

Allen  Whetzel  Lesley  was  the  5th  of  Harvey  Lesley's  children.  He  was 
o  June  3,  1853.  He  was  known  as  "Al"  and  was  a  much-liked  and  popular 
a  sman.  lie  lived  in  Pikeville,  Kentucky.  He  married  Mary  E,  Huffman  on 
o  mber  10,  1880.  They  had  no  children  of  their  own,  but  some  of  their 
i  es  and  nephews  made  their  home  with  them  while  attending  school  in  Pike- 
i  e.  "Al"  Lesley  died  on  October  8,  1893,  at  the  age  of  40  years. 
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The  Family  of  Lindsay  Solomon  ("Jack" )  Leslie  and  Julia  &.  Clay 


Lindsay  Solomon  Leslie  was  known  as  "Jack"  Leslie.  It  is  said  that  he 
intensely  disliked  his  name  as  given  and  would  not  use  it  at  all.  He  was 
born  on  August  1,  1855.  He  was  married  on  March  5,  1879,  to  Mrs.  Julia  Ann 
(Clay)  Craig.  She  was  born  April  1,  1858  and  was  a  daughter  of  Mitchell  Clay, 
of  Pikeville,  Kentucky.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  George  Stump,  L.  P.  G. 
and  the  witnesses  were  W.  M.  Conley  and  J.  V.  Ratliffs. 

"Jack"  Leslie  was  a  farmer.  He  was  killed  by  being  thrown  from  his  horse 
while  riding  near  Red  Creek,  above  Shelby.  The  date  of  his  death  as  recorded 
in  the  Family  Bible  was  November  1,  1899.  Bis  widow  later  married  a  Mr.  Keith 
She  died  in  1928. 

The  family  of  "Jack"  and  Julia  Leslie  consisted  of  three  sons  and  a  daugh 

ter: 


Albert  Sidney  Leslie  was  born  March  2,  1880.  He  was  a  tall  man,  raor 
than  six  feet.  He  taught  school  in  his  early  manhood  but  for  many  years  befor 
his  death  he  was  a  jeweler  and  watchmaker  and  lived  at  Ashland,  Kentucky.  He 
died  at  Ashland  on  December  22,  1952,  at  the  age  of  72.  His  widow,  Mrs.  Gav 
Leslie,  resides  in  Ashland.  Their  one  child,  Ernestine  Leslie  is  married  to 
Guv  Rang el v.  and  now  lives  in  Jacksonville  Beach,  Florida.  Her  husband  is  in 
the  gasoline  business.  They  have  no  children. 

The  Family  of  Della  Leslie  and  Tom  Hatcher 

Della  Leslie's  full  name  was  Adella  Lois  Leslie,  but  "Della"  was  used  for 
most  purposes.  She  was  born  April  12,1882.  She  attended  the  common  schools 
on  John’s  Creek  and  at  Pikeville,  Kentucky,  and  had  "at  least"  the  equivalent 
of  a  high  school  education.  She  was  five  feet  and  five  inches  tall,  had  chest 
nut  hair,  and  grey  eyes.  She  was  a  beautiful  woman. 

On  February  12,  1902,  Della  Leslie  married  F.  T.  Hatcher,  son  of  Ferdinan 
Columbus  Hatcher  and  Jennie  Mayo.  He  was  born  at  Pikeville,  Kentucky,  on  Janu 
ary  31,  1880.  "Tom"  Hatcher,  as  he  was  always  known,  "read  law"  and  was  a 
lawyer  and  politician.  He  was  in  partnership  with  J.  R.  Johnson.  He  "ran  for 
manyoffices"  —  including  that  of  Congressman  —  but  "never  won".  He  was  on 
the  Official  Board  of  the  Methodist  Church.  His  wife  entertained  for  him  and 
was  very  active  in  the  church.  She  served  as  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Woman 
Missionary  Society  of  the  M.  E.  Church  South.  She  died  at  the  age  of  43  on 
April  26,  1925.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hatcher  and  her  younger  brother,  Grover  Clevelan 
Leslie,  established  the  Coco  Cola  Company  in  Pikeville,  which  is  still  being 
operated  by  members  of  the  three  families. 

The  children  of  Della  Leslie  and  Tom  Hatcher  are  only  two  in  number. 

They  are: 

Jack  Leslie  Hatcher,  who  was  born  February  1,  1903.  He  was  married 
on  February  16,  1924,  at  Catlettsburg,  Boyd  County,  Kentucky  to  Margaret  Come, 
who  was  born  August  3,  1906.  Jack  Hatcher  is  one  of  the  officials  of  the  Coco 
Cola  Company.  He  is  also  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Green  Meadow  Countr 
Club.  One  of  his  avocations  is  remodeling  houses. 
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The  children  of  Jack  Leslie  Hatcher  and  Margaret  (Cornett)  Hatcher  are 
also  two  in  number,  and  they  are  known  as  "Jack"  and  "Jill".  Jack  Thomas 
Hatcher  was  born  January  15,  1925  in  Pikeville.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Virginia’s  architect’s  course  (Class  of  1952)  and  is  now  build¬ 
ing  an  addition  to  the  Public  Library  at  Pikeville.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Coca  Cola  Company's  official  staff.  He  was  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  submarine 
service  during  World  War  II  as  Electrician's  Mate,  2nd  Class. 

Jack  Hatcher  was  married  on  August  1,  1947  to  Nell  Joyce  Bevins,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  G.  C.  Bevins,  of  Big  Creek,  Kentucky.  Her  parents  now  live  in  Pike¬ 
ville.  She  was  born  May  31,  1927.  They  have  one  child,  Jan  Marlowe  Hatcher 
who  was  born  at  Charlottesville,  Virginia,  on  April  21,  1951. 

Margaret  Jill  Hatcher  was  born  December  30,  1926.  She  married 
Franklin  South  Whitt  on  April  20,  1946.  Her  husband,  who  was  born  October  22, 
1921,  was  the  son  of  Scott  Whitt  and  _  (Varney)  Whitt,  of  Belfrey,  Ken¬ 

tucky.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Leslie  Whitt,  born  June  22, 
1948;  Rebecca  Whitt,  born  October  19,  1950;  and  Thomas  Scott  Whitt,  born  Janu¬ 
ary  21,  1953.  All  the  children  were  born  at  Pikeville,  Ky. 

Julia  Virginia  Hatcher,  the  daughter  of  Della  and  Tom  Hatcher,  was 
born  October  23,  1908.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the  Pikeville  Academy,  and  studied 
journalism  at  the  University  of  Kentucky,  Lexington,  for  three  years.  She 
has  kept  books  and  was  employed  during  a  four-year  period  beginning  in  1937 
with  the  Cumberland  Publishing  Company,  at  Pikeville.  She  is  now  an  extremely 
busy  executive  in  the  family  coco  cola  business.  One  of  her  positions  is  that 
of  Treasurer  of  that  company.  She  is  unmarried  and  her  hobbies  are  travel  and 
photography.  Fairly  recently  she  toured  the  Scandinavian  countries,  the  people 
of  which  "took  her  to  their  hearts".  She  also  visited  Germany,  France,  Holland, 
and  Switzerland. 

Irover  Cleveland  Leslie:  Two  familes. 

Grover  Cleveland  Leslie  was  born  October  3,  1885.  He  was  married  twice, 
lis  first  wife  was  Minta  Elizabeth  Huffman.  They  were  married  in  1915.  She 
lied  at  the  age  of  26  within  about  five  years. 

One  child  was  born  of  the  first  marriage.  Shirley  Beatrice  Leslie 
ms  born  November  3,  1916.  She  was  a  graduate  of  Pikeville  College  and  of 
tlackstone  College  at  Blackstone,  Virginia  and  was  married  on  January  18,1941, 

■o  Clyde  Smith,  of  Big  Creek.  They  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Elizabeth 
gin  Smith,  who  was  born  at  Pikeville,  on  November  4,  1941.  Shirley  Beatrice 
md  Elizabeth  Ann  Smith  are  now  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  where  the  latter  is  in 
chool. 

Grover  Cleveland  Leslie,  who  is  described  as  about  5  ft  8"  in  height  and 
f  a  fair  complexion,  with  sandy  or  reddish  hair,  was  married  to  his  second 
ife,  Madge  Ramsey,  on  February  20,  1923.  She  was  born  January  6,  1902,  and 
as  the  daughter  of  Sparrell  Ramsey,  of  Virgie,  Kentucky.  She  describes  Grover 
leveland  as  a  "wonderful  husband  and  father".  He  was  President  of  the  Coco 
ola  Company  for  40  years,  and  died  at  the  age  of  63,  on  December  28,  1948. 

There  were  two  children  in  the  second  family.  The  eldest  was  Jul ia 
lsie  Leslie,  who  was  born  at  Pikeville,  on  December  4,  1923.  She  was  married 
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to  Ralph  E.  Elswick.  of  Big  Rock,  Buchanan  Co.,  Va.,  on  June  7,  1940. 

He  is  President  of  the  Levisa  Motor  Corporation  at  Grundy,  Va.  Their 
children:  Julia  Marie,  b.  Nov.  18,  1941;  Virginia  Sue,  b.  June  8,  1947, 
and  Patricia  Ann  Elswick.  b.  July  22,  1954. 

Grover  Cleveland  Leslie.  Jr.,  b.  7-10-1929,  attended  the  Pike- 
ville  schools,  U.  of  Miami,  Fla.,  and  graduated  from  the  U.  of  Ky.,  in 
1952,  with  a  B.S.  in  Commerce.  He  completed  4  years  with  the  Air  Force 
in  Jan.  1955.  He  is  unmarried. 

The  Harvey  Mitchell  Leslie  and  Dova  Mae  Bevins  Family. 

Harvey  Mitchell  (Mitch)  Leslie  was  born  Nov.  11,  1888.  He  was  a 
very  strong  man.  Weighed  220  pounds  and  was  5  feet  10  inches  in  height. 

His  hair  was  black.  He  was  married  in  1917  to  Dova  Mae  Bevins,  daughter 
of  James  Nelson  Bevins,  for  whom  the  Bevins  Postoffice  was  named.  For 
most  of  his  life  "Mitch"  worked  for  the  coco  cola  company  as  superintendent. 
He  died  in  October  1951  (or  1952).  There  were  four  children: 

Irene  Maudrid  Leslie,  b.  Aug.  18,  1919.  She  studied  at  Boothe 
Business  School  at  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  and  is  employed  as  a  bookkeeper 
and  stenographer.  She  married  Robt.  J.  Kramer,  a  cabinet  maker  and 
contractor  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

Ralph  Donald  Leslie,  b.  Oct.  2,  1922,  attended  school  at  Pike- 
ville  and  had  two  years  of  pre-medical  study.  He  joined  the  U.S.  Army 
on  July  10,  1942,  and  served  until  Feb.  26,  1946.  He  was  an  Air  Operations 
Specialist  in  the  S.W.  Flying  Training  Command  in  Texas  and  Kansas,  and 
was  also  in  the  Aleutians  on  Amchitka  Island.  He  was  not  in  combat.  He 
worked  for  two  years  in  a  machine  shop  at  the  University  of  Utah.  He  is 
now  employed  as  mail  carrier  at  the  Pikeville  Postoffice.  His  wife,  the 
former  Foresteen  Chaney,  is  a  licensed  practical  nurse.  They  were  married 
Oct.  19,  1948.  She  was  born  Oct.  24,  1930.  The  children  are  Kathy  Audra, 
b.  June  12,  1949,  and  Van  Michael,  b.  Dec.  15,  1952.  Ralph  was  very 
helpful  to  this  writer  in  making  contact  with  other  members  of  his  family. 

Della  Mae  Leslie,  born  Nov.  18,  1926,  was  educated  at  Pikeville, 
and  at  the  Eastern  Ky.  State  Teachers  College,  from  which  latter  she 
received  a  B.A.  degree.  She  also  studied  at  the  U.  of  Ky.,  at  Lexington. 
She  is  a  teacher. 

Gary  Randall  Leslie,  b.  Jul.  23,  1931,  attended  school  at  Pike¬ 
ville;  also  had  one  year  at  Duke,  and  two  years  at  U.  of  Ky.  where  he  took 
a  pre-dentistry  course.  He  is  now  in  the  Army  and  is  at  present  assigned 
to  European  duty. 
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John  Buchanan  Leslie 


The  Family  of  John  Buchanan  Leslie  and  Elizabeth  Lowe 

John  Buchanan  Leslie  was  the  sixth  of  11  children  born  to  James  Harvey 
;sley  and  his  first  wife,  Mary  Jane  Stratton,  He  was  born  on  December  23, 

•  26,  18571  On  December  28,  1876,  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Lowe,  daugh- 
•r  of  Lawyer  Lowe,  who  lived  on  John's  Creek  below  Davis  Branch, 

The  story  is  told  that  John  B.  went  to  his  father  and  asked  his  consent 
>  marry  on  a  certain  date,  which  fell  about  three  weeks  before  John  B.  be- 
ime  19  years  of  age.  His  father  told  him  that  he  had  no  objection  to  his 
;tting  married  but  that  the  date  he  had  set  was  also  the  date  he,  himself, 

id  set  for  his  second  marriage.  The  fly  in  the  ointment  was  not  John  B. 's 

je,  or  rather  youth,  but  that  both  wanted  to  be  married  in  a  certain  coat — 
pigeontailed  affair  that  their  respective  father  and  grandfather  had  had 
ide  for  his  own  wedding  many  years  before.  (  See  pages  ). 

The  result  was  that  the  young  couple  had  to  postpone  their  marriage  date 
matter  of  a  few  weeks,  and,  consequently,  were  married  on  or  a  few  days  after 
le  19th  birthday  of  the  groom.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  B.  Hatfield, 

B.  C.  and  witnesses  were  Lawyer  Lowe  and  Harrison  Scott.  John  B.  and 
izabeth  went  to  housekeeping  in  a  log  house  which  he  had  built  of  hand- 
it  beech  logs,  "dobbed"  (daubed)  with  mud.  The  loft  was  of  boards  "laid 

iose"  and  they  were  never  nailed  down.  The  floor  boards  were  of  split  buck- 

re  logs.  The  wood  was  white  and  "looked  good"  for  a  long  while,  according 
«  his  son  who  is  "chock-full"  of  memories  about  the  old  days.  The  women 
'  the  family  swept  the  floor  often,  and  because  the  wood  was  soft  the  stiff 
•oom  removed  bits  of  the  surface  at  each  sweeping  and  thus  kept  it  shining 
ean. 


John  B.  bought  a  loom  for  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  on  which  she  wove  blankets, 
iterials  for  dresses,  jeans  for  men,  and  coverlets.  Some  of  the  blankets 
id  coverlets  are  still  used  by  their  children.  They  had  their  own  sheep 
ir  wool  and  raised  their  own  cotton  which  was  carded  and  spun  for  the  thread 
lat  was  used  on  the  loom.  The  loom  is  now  at  the  home  of  a  granddaughter. 
iother  family  heirloom,  or  keepsake,  is  a  plate  which  John  B. 's  grandmother 
ive  them  when  they  were  married.  The  plate  is  now  in  possession  of  one 
their  daughters. 

John  B.  Leslie  was  a  farmer  with  all  that  the  term  meant  in  the  early 
lys  when  each  man  needed  to  learn  not  only  from  his  predecessor,  but  to 
ut  his  own  path".  As  a  young  man  he  was  also  a  surveyor  and  a  miller.  He 
id  a  mill  to  which  the  people  of  the  community  brought  their  corn  and  wheat 
be  ground  into  meal  and  flour.  He  was  a  well-read  man.  His  library  con- 
ined  books  having  to  do  with  the  law  of  the  land,  as  well  as  the  laws  of 
e  universe.  He  studied  the  planets  and  the  stars,  and  had  a  "sun  mark"  by 
ich  he  could  tell  time  so  that  clocks  and  watches  could  be  set  correctly, 
read  constantly.  He  introduced  many  innovations  in  construction  of  the 
dinary  things  common  to  the  farm  and  home.  For  recreation  if  one  so  versatile 
eds  anything  further,  he  liked  to  hunt. 


The  year  of  his  birth  was  variously  recorded  as  1856,1857,  and  1858,  but  other 
atements  seem  to  indicate  that  the  second  year  is  correct,  as  it  more  nearly 
rresponds  with  the  age  he  was  said  to  be  at  the  time  of  his  marriage.  The  mar- 
age  bond  states  he  was  "19  years  old"  when  the  bond  was  made  on  Dec.  27,1876. 
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The  eldest  daughter  in  this  family  was  about  13  when  the  grandfather, 

James  Harvey  Leslie,  went  over  the  mountain  to  Cowpen  to  live.  At  that  time 
John  B.  bought  the  old  home  place  where  he  and  most  of  his  brothers  and  sisters 
had  been  reared.  His  daughter  says  that  one  of  his  first  acts  when  they  moved 
into  the  old  house  was  to  fill  up  an  open  well  which  had  never  before  had  a 
box  or  other  protection  around  it.  A  glance  at  the  picture  of  the  old  house 
also  shows  that  it  does  not  have  a  porch  in  front,  although  two  doors  open 
out  into  space,  one  upstairs  and  one  downstairs,  both  several  feet  from  the 
ground.  The  wonder  is  that  the  children  escaped  drowning  in  the  well  or  a 
step  out  into  the  open  spaces  before  the  doors. 

For  fifty  years  Mr.  Leslie  was  a  director  of  the  Pikeville  National  Bank 
and  Trust  Compnay. 

The  children  of  John  B.  Leslie  and  Elizabeth  Lowe  Leslie  numbered  five: 
Lillie,  who  married  Claude  Runyon:  Orie.  who  married  Roscoe  Scott:  Ingram,  who 
married  Cora  Literal:  Ressa.  who  married  Bayard  Ford:  and  Shirley  Hugh,  who 
married  Mae  Ratliff.1  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leslie  died  within  a  little  more  than  a 
year  of  each  other,  he  on  September  11,  or  12,  1936,2  anci  s]ie  on  December  10, 
1937;  both  are  buried  in  the  family  cemetery  near  the  mouth  of  Caney  Creek. 


1  Shirley  Hugh's  second  wife  was  Miriam  Whitehead. 

2.  One  family  bible  states  his  death  occurred  on  "Friday”  September  11,  1936; 
and  a  "perpetual  calendar"  covering  that  period  shows  that  the  11th  was  on 
Friday  of  that  year.  Other  members  of  his  family  stated  that  his  deatli  occurred 
on  September  12th,  1936. 


Lillie  Leslie  Runyon 
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Family  of  Lillie  Leslie  and  Claude  Runyon 

Lillie  Leslie,  b.  in  1077,  m.  12-26-1900  to  John  Claude  Runyon,  a 
fanner  and  timberman.  Her  husband  died  9-20-1938.  She  still  resides  on 
John's  Creek,  near  the  mouth  of  Sycamore.  They  were  the  parents  of  9 
children,  7  boys  and  2  girls.  All  are  married  and  have  one  or  more  children. 

J.  A.  Runyon  (John  Auburn) ,  and  L.  A.  Runyon  (Louis  Aubrey)  are 
twins,  b.  9-20-1901,  "J.A."  !£  hr.  before  his  twin.  Both  are  lawyers.  J.A. 
studied  at  Piedmont  College,  Lynchburg;  and  has  served  as  court  reporter, 
county  court  clerk,  county  attorney,  and  commonwealth  attorney  for  Pike 
bounty;  ra.  7-9-1920  to  Lida  McCoy,  dau.  of  Harlo  McCoy,  of  Brushy  Fork  of 
John's  Creek;  live  in  Pikeville;  2  children:  Faith  Runyon,  b.  6-10-1921  in 
’loyd  Co.,  m.  John  Phillips,  of  Pond  Creek;  operate  Faith's  Dairy  Bar,  in 
Pikeville;  3  children:  Betty  Carol.  Johnny,  and  Lida  Karen,  b.  about  1940, 

1945,  and  1952.  John  Paul  Runyon,  son  of  J.A.,  b.  1923  in  Pikeville,  m.  Joyce 
Jleghorn.  of  Chatteroy,  W.  Va.;  was  in  military  service  and  studied  law  in 
uOuisville;  now  associated  with  father  in  Pikeville. 

L.  A.  Runyon,  although  a  lawyer,  has  been  for  many  years  with  the 
3ikeville  Postoffice,  is  now  Asst.  Postmaster;  has  recently  taken  up  farming 

m  his  250  acres  near  Pikeville;  m.  4-24-1921,  to _ ;  3  children. 

'arris  Lucien  Runyon,  b.  4-20-1903,  3rd,  son  of  Lillie  and  Claude,  studied 
cusiness  at  Bowling  Green  and  is  in  automobile  business;  m.  Aileen  Coleman; 
lave  four  boys:  Ronnie.  14;  Dwight.  12;  Leon.  10;  and  David  Lee  Runyon.  7  in 
1954.  James  Merwyn  Runyon,  b.  1-7-1908,  studied  dentistry  at  Louisville,  and 
aught  while  taking  that  course;  m.  Flossie  Runyon,  dau.  of  Ballard  Runyon,  a 
teacher  from  Pond  Creek,  on  11-17-1934;  two  dau.  Marguerite,  b.  8-26-1935,  is 
in  U.  of  Ky.  and  Eleanor,  b.  2-6-1937,  high  school  in  Williamson,  W.  Va. 

William  Warner  Runyon,  b.  3-17-1907,  is  with  a  Detroit  plant;  m. 
lean  Robertson,  a  beauty  operator;  one  dau.  Wilma  Jean,  b.  4-23-1937,  entered 
:ollege  at  17,  and  is  a  music  student.  Leon  Iral  Runyon,  b.  2-22-1909,  ed.  in 
"ville,  Berea,  Richmond,  and  at  Louisville  Medical  College,  m.  Florence  Briggs. 
>f  Lexington;  both  taught  several  years  after  their  marriage  on  5-18-1937;  he 
s  now  in  general  medical  and  surgical  work  at  Obion,  Tenn.,  where  has  own 
ospital  serving  more  than  1,000  people,  on  call  day  and  night,  but  wants  to 
pecialize  in  surgery  when  situation  permits;  two  daus.,  Sandra,  b.  6-12-1937, 
nd  Karen  Leslie,  b.  7-18-1947.  John  Claude  Runyon,  b.  1-13-1911,  grad,  of 
I.  of  Ky.;  m.  1st  to  Frances  Bowman,  one  son.  Lary~ Douglas,  b.  10-15-1938,  is 
(ith  mother  in  Lexington;  John  Claude  m.  2nd  to  Mary  Emma  Ingram  from  Rockwood, 
enn.;  both  employed  at  Carbide  and  Carbon  Chemical  Corp.  at  Oak  Ridge,  Tenn., 
here  he  has  administrative  position  in  personnel  dept.,  and  is  studying  radio 
ork;  has  done  some  broadcasting. 

Vina  Elizabeth  Runyon,  b.  3-17-1919,  ed.  at  Pikeville  College,  and 
astern  State  Teacher's  College,  Richmond,  Ky.;  has  taught  for  many  years  in 
ike  and  Floyd  counties.  The  Gulnare  school  which  she  taught  in  1954-1955  won 
irst  honor  in  4-H  Club  and  Safety  Day  for  having  best  window  exhibit  for  the 
ounty  schools.  She  m.  Cline  Burchett,  who  is  with  the  local  gas  company  and 
Iso  serves  as  magistrate  for  his  district;  their  children:  Lillie  Virginia. 

.  7-16-1943;  and  Bill  Claud  Burchett,  b.  7-9-1952.  Tina  Bertha  Runyon,  b. 
-28-1921,  took  business  at  Louisville;  m.  Tobey  Collins,  also  with  local  gas 
ompany;  have  5  children:  Nancy,  b.  12-18-1942;  Charles  Paul,  b.  7-18-1947; 
harlotte  Gayle,  b.  7-12-1940;  Carolyn,  b.  2-21-1950;  and  James  Michael, 

.  7-31-1953. 
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Family  of  Theorie  Espie  Leslie  and  Roscoe  Scott 

Theorie  Espie  Leslie,  b.  3-27-1879;  m.  Roscoe  Scott,  who  lived  only  5 
miles  away.  "Orie"  said  she  traveled  only  5  miles  in  all  her  life,  was  born 
in  one  house,  lived  all  her  married  life  in  the  other;  children  all  born  in 
that  house;  and  she  and  her  husband  both  died  there,  she  on  7-12-1953  and  he 
(b.  10-23-1869)  on  4-21-1946.  Their  children; 

Tessa  Arminda  Scott,  b.  11-29-1901,  m.  2-16-1921  to  Arvid  Ratliff. 

He  was  in  WWI  in  Pioneer  Infantry;  worked  in  defense  plants  in  Michigan  in 
WWII,  farmed,  mined,  and  now  drives  school  bus  on  John's  Creek;  they  live  on 
Scott  Branch.  Children:  Elster  Scott  Ratliff,  b.  1-11-1922,  ed.  in  county, 
Pikeville,  and  U.  of  Ky.,  taught  one  year,  served  WWII,  3  yrs  in  New  Guinea 
and  Philippines,  as  an  Air  Force  Clerk  in  5th  Div.,  a  sgt.  when  came  out;  had 
7  battle  stars,  one  for  each  battle  his  company  was  in;  studied  bookkeeping; 
now  has  a  Sonoco  Station,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.;  m.  Violet  Reiter,  a  R.  N.  on  12-29- 
1946;  2  children:  Barbara  Janet .  b.  2-5-1948;  Wm.  Scott  Ratliff,  b.  5-25-1952. 
Evelyn  Ratliff,  b.  <>-"2-1923,  d.  at  23  mos;  and  Vonita  Ratliff,  'b.  7-20-1927, 
d.  at  17  mos.  Evanell  Ratliff,  b.  11-26-1925,  m.  12-12-1942  to  Raymond  McCoy, 
from  Coon  Creek,  now  Chief  Engr.  at  Caudill  &  Ward  Coal  Co.,  Elkhorn  Cty.  He 
was  in  Engrs.  in  WWII,  served  2  yrs.  in  Germany,  was  in  Battle  of  the  Bulge; 
one  son,  Raymond  Seth  McCoy,  b.  10-25-1943.  Geneva  Jean  Ratliff,  b.  6-10-1931, 
was  saleslady  and  office  clerk  in  Pikeville  and  Ft.  Wayne;  m.  8-8-1953  to  Chas. 

H.  Adkins,  of  Huntington,  W.  Va.;  he  was  with  Kroger  at  Pikeville,  and  served 
two  yrs  in  Korea;  now  in  business  school  at  Huntington. 

John  Elver  Scott,  b.  2-17-1904,  studied  and  worked  at  mechanics  and 
barbering;  since  1942  with  Ky-W.Va.  Gas  Co.,  on  John's  Creek;  m.  Oct.  1927  to 
Wilda  McGuire;  6  children:  two  boys,  Elner  and  Omra  died  at  birth;  Ruth  Ellen, 
b.'  4-30-19(30,  m.  Hassell  Ratliff  in  1945  ;  3  children:  Bonnie,  b.  6-4-1946; 

Shirley  (boy),  b.  9-2-1951;  and  Fran  Ratliff  (girl),  b.  May  1953.  John  B.  Scott, 
b.  2-1-1935,  worked  in  factory  in  Muncie,  Ind.,  now  at  a  filling  station  there; 
m.  in  1952  to  Ruby  Bevins  dau.  of  Jim  Bevins  of  Bent  Branch;  have  son  b.  May  1953 
Orie  Gay  Scott,  b.  10-20-1942,  and  Linda  Lou  Scott,  b.  12-28-1950,  both  in  school, 

Jewel  Leslie  Scott,  b.  1-26-1906,  m.  1926  Lora  Stratton,  a  seamstress 
of  Joe's  Creek.  Jewel  has  lived  and  worked  in  many  places,  now  employed  by  a 
coke  company  in  Ironton,  Ohio;  2  children,  both  b.  on  Scott  Branch:  Fayne.  b. 
4-15-1928,  had  h.s.  and  some  college,  and  taught;  m.  Everett  Thacker,  of  Big 
Creek,  in  Sept.  1947;  4  boys:  Michael,  b.  12-12-1948;  Scotty,  b.  Jan.  1950; 

Gary  Phillips,  b.  April  1951,  and  John  Thacker,  b.  August  1952.  Roscoe  Edsell 
Scott,  b.  7-19-1930,  ed.  in  Ky.  and  Ohio  schools,  one  yr.  college  at  Pikeville; 
m.  in  1950  to  Marie  Spears,  dau.  of  Ed  Spears,  of  John's  Cr.,  also  a  grad,  of 
Coalgrove  Ohio  H.S.  Roscoe  had  two  years  Infantry  service  (1952-1953);  2 
children:  Lary  Scott,  b.  Mar.  1953;  and  Leslie  Scott,  b.  July  1954. 

Loise  Catharine  Scott,  b.  12-8-1914,  m.  at  16  in  1930  to  Lawrence 
Williamson,  a  teacher,  of  Piso.  Ky.;  he  worked  at  Norfolk,  Va. ,  during  WWII  as 
a  carpenter  and  now  at  an  atomic  plant  at  Piketon,  0.;  3  children:  Andrew  Alden 
Williamson,  b.  1-4-1943;  now  a  corporal  in  military.  Eleanor  Adelaine.  b. 
10-12-1934,  took  business  at  Louisville,  employed  in  Internal  Revenue  Service 
as  secretary.  Jeweldine  Tessa,  b.  9-10-1936,  grad,  in  1954  from  John's  Cr. 

High;  both  girls  were  valedictorian  of  class.  Julian  Shirley  Scott,  b.  10-3-1918; 
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h.s.  grad,  studied  electricity  and  radio  at  Mayo  Vocational  School,  Paintsville; 

.in  1941  to  Ruth  Snipes,  of  Van  Lear;  served  3  yrs  in  Philippines  and  Australia 
tSignal  Corps,  attained  rank  of  sgt;  left  service  in  1946;  now  at  atomic  plant 
[Piketon,  Ohio,  lives  at  Lucasville,  Ohio.  Their  children:  Julian  Shirley  Jr. . 
,5-30-1943;  Howard  Keith,  b.  2-5-1947;  and  Loraine,  b.  4-17-1948.  Lillian  Theressa 
ctt,  b.  4-27-1921,  m.  11-20-1941  to  Orville  Thompson,  of  Coon  Creek;  he  was  corporal 
r^MC  during  Mil,  stationed  in  Old  a.  and  Texas;  now  with  Pinson  Transfer  Co.;  Three 
Hdren:  Phyllis  Ann,  b. 7-9-1942;  Orville  Kenneth,  b.  11-14-1948;  and  Kolene.  b. 
c7— 1 952. 

ally  of  Ingram  Leslie  and  Cora  Literal 

Ingram  Ireland  Leslie,  b.  2-21-1881,  has  always  remained  on  the  John’s  Creek  farm 
;■  the  mouth  of  Caney  Creek  where  his  parents  and  grandparents  lived.  He  m.  8-13- 
)i  to  Cora  Literal,  dau.  of  W.  S.  Literal,  of  Brushy  Creek;  his  wife  was  born  4-9- 
3i,  They  began  housekeeping  in  two  rooms  formerly  used  as  the  first  store  on  John's 
rk;  they  now  reside  in  a  comfortable  modern  home  nearby.  Ingram  is  a  director 
i  he  Pikeville  National  Bank,  as  was  his  father.  Although  only  73  years  of  age  he 
3  remember  and  likes  to  tell  stories  of  the  early  settling  days  as  related  to  him 
;  is  grandmother,  Elizabeth  Bennett,  of  Ohio.  Their  five  children  are: 

K.D.  (Kermit  Dana)  Leslie,  b.  7-29-1904,  m.  8-9-1925  to  Susan  Maraushia  is 
i  uto  business  at  Keystone,  W.  Va.  Their  children:  Virginia  Lee,  b.  12-15-1926;  m. 
iiy  Preece;  one  child ,  Jimmy  Jr.,  b.  11-19-1951.  Ronald  L.  Leslie,  b.  6-4-1929; 
rarines  in  Mil;  now  sells  Ford  cars  at  Keystone,  W.  Va.  Thurman  Howard  Leslie, 
liam's  second  child,  b.  5-28-1910,  m.  Fay  Blackburn  on  12-24-1930;  he  is  a  farmer 
ugas  company  employe  on  John's  Creek;  their  children:  Betty  Jean,  b.  8-14-1932, 

,  can  Maynard,  and  live  in  Detroit;  Bobbie  W. .  b.  1-14-1935,  drives  truck  ,  also 
i  etroit;  Billy  Lee,  b.  11-9-1937,  is  in  high  school.  Beth  Magdaline,  Ingram's 
3i  b.  8-17-1919,  m.  6-28-1941  to  Eugene  Bevins;  she  teaches;  he  runs  a  bulldozer 
);N.E.  Coal  Co.,  Meta;  one  child:  Eddie  Delano  Bevins,  b.  4-20-1945,  Ingram  Elster 
;:ie.  b.  5-10-1921;  in  army  4  years,  he  and  the  cook  only  members  of  their  company 
^survived  the  war;  he  is  a  bookkeeper;  m.  12-31-1941  to  Eirma  Belle  Mullins;  one 
id:  Antoinette  Leslie,  b.  2-25-1948. 

arly  of  Ressa  Leslie  and  Bayard  Ford 

Teressa  Leslie,  b.  11-17-1883:  m.  3-11-1913  to  Bayard  Ford,  son  of  Thos.  J. 
and  Nancy  Miriam  May  (see  page  2281  The  family  has  resided  near  their  an- 
-£ ral  home  for  the  greater  part  of  their  lives,  and  at  present  live  on  the  site 
in  different  house)  of  Ressa's  childhood  home.  Mr.  Ford  taught  and  mined  for 
3r  years  but  for  18  years  was  a  field  operator  for  the  local  gas  company;  he  is 
nretired  and  continues  to  farm  and  garden  on  a  scale  sufficient  for  their  own 
*£>;  their  home  ivas  the  first  in  the  area  to  install  gas;  this  was  done  22  years 
jo  Ressa  and  some  members  of  her  family  are  of  the  Baptist  faith;  the  Fords  are 
Jtidists. 

Their  4  daughters:  Estella  Miram.  b. 8-7-1914,  did  not  live;  Elizabeth  Ford. 

■24-1916,  ed.  in  county  and  Pikeville  schools;®.  11-17-1934  to  Richard  Weddington. 

■al  Run,  a  miner  and  worker  in  defense  plants;  their  children:  Darlene,  b.1-15- 
*3  ed.  in  John's  Creek  schools  and  had  1  yr  in  Pikeville  Jr.  College,  now  works 
line  office  in  Pikeville.  Dwight  Bert  Weddington.  b.  3-30-1938,  entered  military 
;r  ce  in  January  1955.  John  Cowan,  b.  12-24-1940,  Henry  Clayton,  b.  6-17-1943, 
ld  lizabeth  Suzon  Weddington,  b.  3-1-1946,  are  in  school  at  Coal  Run.  Birdie  Berniece, 
rd  au.  of  Ressa  and  Bayard,  b.  10-16-1919,  ed.  on  John's  Cr.  and  Pikeville,  grad. 
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from  latter  h.s.,  working  her  way  through  as  an  employe  of  the  firm  of  Hobbs  & 
Co.,  with  which  company  she  is  till  associated;  she  resides  in  Pikeville  but 
returns  to  her  home  community  each  week-end;  she  is  active  in  the  Baptist 
church;  she  was  of  much  assistance  to  this  historian  in  compiling  data  for 
this  volume.  Ililma  Hyman  Ford,  b.  4-26-1922,  also  grad,  from  Pikeville  H.S. , 
studied  beauty  culture  at  Charlotte,  N.C.  and  has  worked  in  Louisville  Ky.  She 
m.  Chas.  Collier,  a  butchen;  9-23-1952.  Their  son,  Bayard  Vincient  Collier,  was 
born  0-28-1953,  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

Lt.  Col.  Shirley  Hugh  Leslie  -  2  families 

Shirley  Hugh  Leslie.  5th  and  youngest  of  John  B.  Leslie's  children,  b.  1-7-18 
at  John,  Pike  Co.,  Ky.,  ed  in  local  schools,  Pikeville  H.S. ,  Morehead  Ky.  State 
Teachers'  College,  and  LaSalle  University;  employed  as  accountant  1928-1940  by 
Utilities  Elkhorn  Coal  Co.,  and  was  asst,  treas.  when  called  into  active  military 
duty  9-1-1940;  sent  overseas  in  1943;stationed  in  England,  France,  Germany, Alaska, 
and  the  Aleutians;  took  part  in  WWII  campaigns  of  Normandy,  Northern  France,  and 
the  Ardennes;  was  with  the  1139th  Engr.  Combat  Group,  3rd  Army;  served  Jan.  1945- 
Apr.  1947  with  Alaskan  Command;  ret.  to  Europe  May  1952  with  Aviation  Engrs.  as 
operations  officer  for  924th  Engr.  Aviation  Group,  and  executive  officer  of 
469th  Engr.  Aviation  Battalion  on  airfield  construction;  ret.  to  U.S.  May  1955; 
separated  with  rank  of  Lt.  Colonel;  is  presently  employed  by  Air  Force  at  Wright- 
Patterson  Air  Force  Base  as  a  supply  Allowance  Officer.  His  hobbies:  hunting, 
fishing,  and  collection  of  guns.  Mil itary.  History:  Ky.  Nat'l  Guard,  Enl.  Serv. 

27  May  1925  to  20  Oct.  1927;  Com.  Serv.  7  Feb.  1928  to  18  Sept.  1928.  U.S.  Army 
Reserve.  Com.  Serv.  11  May  1931  to  Nov.  1955,  when  trans.  to  retired  reserve. 
Highest  rank:  Lt.  col.  3  May  1947.  Campaigns  and  Battles:  WWII,  Normandy, 
Northern  France,  and  Ardennes.  Decorations  and  service  ribbons:  Pre-Pearl  Harbor, 
Am.  Theater,  Europe  Theater,  and  German  Occupation.  Family  record:  m.  twice 
1st  w„  Mae  Ratliff.  1  child.  Gene  Bennett,  b.  7  Jan.  1925  at  Pikeville;  2nd  w. 
Miriam  Whitehead.  1  child,  Susan  Ann,  b.  10  Feb.  1944,  at  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Gene  Bennett  Leslie,  b.  1-7-1925,  at  Pikeville,  entered  US  Navy  6- 
21-1943,  served  until  11-7-1946,  was  radio  gunner,  highest  rank.  Seaman  1st. Cl. 
Overseas  service  in  the  So.  Pacific  Islands  of  Palau,  Kwajalein,  and  Guam.  Grad, 
from  Pikeville  Junior  College  in  June  1948,  and  in  civil  engineering  at  University 
of  Ky. ,  in  Jan.  1954;  now  employed  as  industrial  engineer  at  Edgewater  Coal 
Mine,  at  Brminghara,  Ala.,  a  plant  of  the  Tenn.  Coal,  Iron,  and  R.R.Div.  of  U.S. 
Steel.  Gene  m.  Elizabeth  Hall  9-18-1949;  4  children:  Teresa  Lee,  b.  11-21-1951; 
Linda  Karol  in.  b.  1-31-1953  and  twins,  John  Malcolm,  and  James  Michael  b.  5- 
31-1955,  designated  as  No  1  and  No  2  respectively. 


inta  Reynolds  Brown  and  daughter 
aisy  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Jim  Ramsey) 


Emerson  Walter  Brown  and 
one  of  his  children 


The  Family  of  Mary  Jane  Lesley  and  Wm.  Jasper  Reynolds 


Mary  Jane  Lesley.  8th  of  the  11  children  of  James  Harvey  Lesley  and 
Mary  Jane  Stratton,  b.  6-12-1860,  at  their  Caney  Creek  home  in  Pike  County. 

She  m.  Wm.  Jasper  Reynolds,  also  of  Pike  Co.,  on  7-19-1878.  They  lived  for 
a  short  time  on  Mare  Creek  but  most  of  their  married  life  was  spent  on  Cowpen, 
a  mile  or  so  up  from  its  mouth.  Mary  Jane  is  described  by  her  son,  now  past 
70  years  of  age,  as  "the  finest  woman  1  ever  knew;  blue-eyed  and  heavy-set, 
and  almost  exactly  the  size  of  her  younger  sister,  Lyn."  Mr.  Reynolds  was 
15  years  his  wife's  senior,  and  was  "tall,  large,  but  not  fleshy,  and  wore 
a  red  beard  and  chin  whiskers."  He  died  on  May  20,  1894,  at  49  yrs  of  age, 
and  is  buried  at  the  mouth  of  Cowpen.  There  were  seven  Reynolds  children. 
Three  had  preceded  the  father  in  death.  Of  the  four  remaining,  the  eldest, 
Minta,  was  13;  Will  was  10;  Jas.  Blaine  was  4,  and  the  youngest,  Trimble, 
was  as  yet  unborn  at  the  time  of  the  father's  death. 

Mary  Jane  Reynolds  then  married  Paul  Alley,  and  there  were  two  children, 
Lucy  and  Clyde  Alley,  by  this  marriage.  Mary  Jane  Lesley  Reynolds  Alley  died 
12-4-  (or  6th)  1903,  at  the  age  of  43  and  is  also  buried  on  Cowpen  Creek,  as 
is  also  her  second  husband  who  lived  to  be  89  years  of  age. 

Calhoun  Reynolds,  b.  2-14-1880,  and  died  in  infancy,  and  is  buried 
on  Cowpen.  Two  daughters  died  young  but  only  their  names  and  birthdates  are 

available:  Fanny  Reynolds,  b.  10-23-1886,  died  _ ,  and  is  buried  on 

Caney  Creek;  Martha  Reynolds,  b.  1-18-1892,  died _ ,  and  is  buried  on 

Cowpen  Creek. 

Minta  Reynolds  and  Wm.  Jacob  Brown 

Minta  Reynolds,  b.  1-22-1881,  m.  8-12-1897  to  Wm.  Jacob  Brown,  at  Coal 
Run,  Ky.  Both  were  reared  on  a  farm  and  continued  to  farm,  raising  stock  - 
cattle  and  hogs  -  and  chickens.  In  later  years,  Mr.  Brown  was  a  miner  for 
42  years,  cutting  coal  with  a  machine,  and  retired  about  1944.  They  live  at 
Big  Rock,  Va.,  and  have  a  garden  and  chickens.  They  are  the  parents  of  4 
children,  the  grandparents  of  17,  and  the  great-grandparents  of  15  to  date. 
Minta  celebrated  her  75th  birthday  in  Jan.  1956,  and  although  in  ill  health 
for  many  years,  still  keeps  house  for  a  family  of  three  -  herself,  husband, 
and  youngest  son,  Arthur.  She  loves  good  literature,  especially  the  Bible, 
and  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  church  since  the  age  of  19.  When  younger 
she  taught  in  Young  Peoples  Christian  Endeavor  and  often  held  prayer  meetings 
in  her  home,  which  was  large  and  equipped  with  two  living  rooms.  Their 
children : 


Daisy  Elizabeth  Brown,  b.  5-25-1909,  at  Mossy  Bottom,  Ky.,  m. 
11-15-1923  to  Jim  Ramsey,  of  Shelby  Cr.,  Ky.,  a  preacher;  they  have  5 
children:  Gracie  Ramsey,  m.  King  Edward  Blankenship,  and  they  have  4 
children:  Phyllis  Ann.  Elga  Deloris.  Garry  Edward,  and  Debra.  Hellen 
Ramsey  m.  Joe  Jarrell,  and  have  two  children:  James  David  and  Sheral  Lyn 
Jarrell.  Doretha  Ramsey  m.  Paul  Bevins;  they  have  3  children:  Barbara  K. . 
Nancy,  and  Walter  Bevins.  The  two  younger  Ramsey  children,  Jimmie  and  Jacky . 
are  as  yet  unmarried. 

Emerson  Walter  Brown,  b.  2-25-1911,  at  Mossy  Bottom,  m.  9-8-1928 
to  Essie  Smith,  at  Coal  Run;  he  is  a  coal  operator  and  has  several  mines  on 
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thousands  of  acres  which  he  has  leased  and  sub-leased;  he  also  has  a  store; 
he  enjoys  reading  in  his  leisure  time;  they  are  the  parents  of  six  children, 
one  deceased,  three  are  married.  Thomas  C.  Brown.  2nd  son  of  Minta  and  Wnt. 
Brown,  b.  4-3-1919;  m.  Bertie  Haqy.  about  1940;  he  served  in  MWII  in  Army  in 
France  and  Belgium,  and  was  slightly  wounded  in  Battle  of  the  Bulge  in  Dec. 
1944,  discharged  in  winter  of  1945;  now  a  mechanic  and  lives  at  Green  Cove 
Sprs.,  Florida;  after-hours  works  on  house  construction;  two  children: 

Phyllis  Ann  and  Tommy  Mock  Brown;  James  Arthur  Brown,  youngest  of  the  4 
Brown  children,  b.  9-11-1921,  at  Wolfpiti  Ky.,  m.  3-1-1939  to  Virginia  Riffe. 
at  Grundy,  Va.  They  have  3  children:  Minta  Josephine,  b.  in  1940  at  Conaway, 
Va.;  James  Arthur.  Jr. .  b.  at  Grundy,  Va.  in  1943;  and  Wanda  Carol  Brown,  b.  at 
Grundy  about  1950.  James  Arthur  served  in  U.  S.  Navy  in  Pacific  during  WWII, 
and  was  in  most  of  the  islands  from  Philippines  to  Japan,  and  also  at  Tientsin, 
China.  His  ship,  the  CSS  Relief  was  the  first  American  ship  to  sail  the  China 
Sea  after  it  was  laid  with  mines  for  the  purpose  of  sinking  enemy  shipping. 

The  ship  sailed  to  Port  Arthur,  Manchuria,  to  get  the  prisoners  of  war  taken 
from  Bataan  by  the  Japanese  to  the  Mukden  Prison  Camp.  Some  of  these  had  been 
on  the  Death  March.  Some  800  prisoners  were  taken  from  the  prison  by  this 
ship  and  sent  "on  their  way  to  freedom”,  James  Arthur  tells  us.  He  was  dis¬ 
charged  in  Feb.  1946  and  is  now  a  coal  mine  foreman  at  Big  Rock,  Va.  He  has 
a  Japanese  saber  with  a  30"  blade  which  was  taken  from  a  guard  at  the  prison 
camp. 


James  Arthur  Brown  Thomas  C.  Brown  and  wife. 

The  Sailor  went  forth  to  war 
And  sailed  to  the  China  Sea 
Thence  to  the  Camp  at  Mukden 
And  Set  the  Prisoners  Free. 
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Will  Reynolds  and  Grace  Weddington 


Will  Reynolds,  b.  2-22-1884,  3rd  of  the  7  Reynolds  children  of  Mary 
JaneLesley.  He  m.  1-21-1904  to  Grace  Weddin«ton.  daughter  of  Landy  Weddington 
and  Lydia  (Lidia)  Hatfield.  Her  paternal  grandparents  were  Jake  Weddington 
and  Nancy  Smith,  and  her  great-grandparents  were  James  Weddington  and  Jane 
Fletcher,  both  from  Tazewell  County,  Virginia.  Her  father's  maternal  grand¬ 
parents  were  James  Smith  and  Matilda  Owens.  Her  mother  was  the  daughter  of 
Basil  Hatfield  and  Nancy  Lowe,  and  her  maternal  grandmother  was  a  Stone  from 
Franklin,  Virginia.  Will  Reynolds  spent  3712  years  in  the  coal  mines  of  Pike 
County  and  West  Virginia,  and  farmed  a  great  deal  along  the  way.  He  retired 
in  1948.  He  and  his  wife  live  among  their  family  in  a  suburb  of  Ashland, 
Kentucky.  Their  five  sons,  they  have  no  daughters,  are  all  married  and  own 
their  own  homes  nearby,  and  are  employed  in  the  vicinity. 

Everett  Mayo  Reynolds,  b.  11-28-1904,  was  educated  in  Pike  County, 
and  attended  for  one  year  at  Morehead  Normal  School;  worked  for  the  Am. 

Express  Co.,;  now  a  crane  operator  at  ARMCO;  m.  10-30-1930  at  Morehead  to 
Opal  Katherine  Felty.  dau.  of  Simon  Felty,  descended  from  some  of  the  first 
settlers  of  New  Orleans,  she  is  a  stenographer;  one  son,  Freddy  Lee,  b. 

2-12-1945.  Everett  Mayo  served  3  mos.  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  in  193l,  but  received 
a  medical  discharge.  Hamrick  Waits  Reynolds,  b.  4-2-1906,  finished  h.  s.  at 
Morehead;  was  employed  at  Am.  Express  and  now  at  ARMCO  as  a  roller;  m.  3-30-1925 
to  Leonora  Bryan,  of  Ashland,  dau.  of  Jerry  and  Anna  Bryan,  and  granddaughter 
of  Johnson  and  Elizabeth  Bryan.  Her  maternal  grandmother  was  a  McGowan  of 
Canterbury,  0.  Their  children:  Billy  Lee,  b.  12-15-1929;  in  1954  completed 
2 %  yrs  in  Reg.  Army,  part  of  it  in  Germany;  Thelma,  b.  8-18-1932,  is  a 
telephone  operator;  she  m.  Delbert  Burchett  1-16-1955,  at  Grayson,  Ky.;  Willa 
Mae  Reynolds,  b.  4-2-1939,  m.  12-23-1954  to  John  Paul  Newsome,  at  Ashland,  Ky. 

Herbert  Jasper  Reynolds,  b.  2-6-1909,  attended  Pike  Co.  schools;  mined 
and  worked  as  a  mechanic,  carpenter,  and  electrician;  m.  10-2-1937  at  Free- 
bum,  Ky.,  to  Geraldine  Pinson,  dau.  of  Clarence  and  Lily  Pinson  and  grand¬ 
daughter  of  John  Pinson  and  Mary  McGuire;  her  mother  was  the  daughter  of 
Hattie  and  Dick  Edmons;  they  joined  his  parents  and  have  a  new  home  nearby; 
their  son,  Carl  Joe  Reynolds  was  born  8-1-1938.  Walter  Clay  Reynolds,  born 
12-21-1925,  attended  h.s.  at  Pikeville  and  studied  mechanical  engineering, 
grad,  of  the  National  Radio  Institute  of  Washington,  D.C.  He  served  in  U.  S. 
Navy  9-11-1944  to  6-10-1946,  as  diesel  motor  machinists  mate  3c;  was  on  Troop 
Ship  US  Sappho  during  invasion  of  Borneo;  boat  shot  to  pieces  and  several  of 
his  buddies  lost;  Walter  received  Good  Conduct  Medal  for  service  in  the  Pacific 
Amphibious  Force;  has  continued  machinist  trade  in  civilian  life;  was  employed 
by  a  trucking  company  several  years  and  is  now  supt.  of  I.  C.  Witten  Transfer 
Co.,  Huntington,  W.  Va.  He  m.  Jewel  Borders  5-14-1947,  at  Ashland.  She  is 
dau.  of  Anlie  Borders  and  Conylee  Cassel.  Their  two  children:  Diana  Lynn, 
b.  6-21-1949,  and  Walter  Clay  Reynolds,  Jr.,  b.  11-16-1953;  live  in  Westwood, 
a  suburb  of  Ashland,  Ky.  He  is  member  of  Vol.  Fire  Dept,  and  of  Lions  Club; 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  active  in  church  and  civic  affairs.  Warren  Day 
Reynolds .  b.  11-24-1927,  attended  h.  s.  at  Pikeville;  is  a  mechanic  and 
carpenter,  employed  as  crane  operator  at  ARMCO,  Ashland;  m.  3-30-1950  to 
Ida  Belle  Dinsmore.  of  Ashland,  dau.  of  Albert  and  Perl  Bryan  Dinsmore. 
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Will  Reynolds  and  grandson, 
Carl  Joe  Reynolds 


James  Dlaine  Reynolds  -  Two  Families 


James  Blaine  Reynolds,  b  3-  -1890;m  6-2-1917  to  Lellie  Haynes  (b.  4-17 
1900;  d  12-4-1921;  1  child:  Octava  Reynolds,  b  5-9-1918,  at  Mossy  Bottom,  Ky. ; 
m.  John  Johannsen  (of  German  descent);  live  in  Lamar,  Colo.;  belong  to  Lutheran 
Church;  have  some  children.  Jas.  B.  Reynolds'  2nd  w.  Laverna  Moore  (b.  3-23- 
1905);  they  m.  10-24-1922;  children,  three:  Verl  Deen.  b  4-4-1924,  unmarried, 
a  salesman.  Baptist,  Boy  Scout  leader;  Jim  and  Lem,  twins,  b.  at  Betsy  Layne 
9-23-1926;  Lem  d  9-27-1926  at  4  das.  Jim.  d  in  Nov.  1927.  Mr.  Reynods,  coal 
miner,  retired  after  45  years  in  mines;  is  of  Baptist  faith;  now  live  at  Reedy, W.Ve 

Trimble  Reynolds  and  Virgie  Warwick 

Trimble  Reynolds,  b  7-9-1894,  m.  2-20-1911  to  Virgie  Warwick  (b  6-12-1894) 
Children:  Emals.  b  1-29-1912;  Helma.  b  11-14-1914;  Hvdric.  b  5-13-1921;  Edna  Mae, 
b  5-17-1927;  Dot,  b  5-11-1930;  Goldie,  b  2-22-1933;  and  Billie  James  Reynolds 
b  10-21-1936. 

Lucy  Alley  and  James  Ratliff 

Lucy  Alley,  b  10-11-1896,  on  Cowpen,  m.  12-22-1911  to  Janes  Ratliff,  who 
owns  a  truck  mining  business.  Several  sons  and  sons-in-law  were  associated 
with  him.  They  reside  in  the  childhood  home  of  Lucy  which  has  been  somewhat 
modernized.  There  are  14  children. 

Minnie  Fav  Ratliff,  b  12-6-1914,  n.  Earnest  Gilliam;  have  3  children: 
Grace  m.  Jack  Mullins;  he  served  in  Korea,  now  drives  truck;  live  at  Mull ins town. 

Walter  James  Gilliam  m.  Bonnie _ ;  lie  was  in  A.F. ;  now  in  school  at  Lexington 

N.  C.  Ernestine  and  Earnest  Gilliam.  Jr.  were  in  school  in  Pikeville  and  at  Mullins 

Zenith  Ratliff,  b  7-10-1916,  ra  1st  to  Carter;  then  m.  Chalmer 

Hamilton. of  Morgan  Co.,  Ky. ;  live  on  river  at  Broad  Bottom;  he  mines  and  farms. 
Children:  Mabel  Hamilton  m.  B^one  King,  a  miner;  t{jey  have  1  child;  Connie  Lyn 
King.  Raney  and  Wendalee  Hamilton  are  at  Mullins  School, 

Pershino  Ratliff,  b  3-7-1917;  m.  Plummie  King,  works  in  mines;  live  on 
Joe's  Creek;  2  children;  Phyllis  Ann  and  Faustina  Ratliff,  in  h.  s.  on  John's  cr. 
Lois  Ratliff,  b.  5-5-1919,  m.  Audrey  Kinnard.  of  Morgan  Co.,  a  mine  owner  and 
operator;  live  on  '.fyn's  Br.  of  ^ig  Sandy  River;  2  boys:  Merale  and  Gary  Neal 
Kinnard.  15  and  7  yrs  of  age.  Lucresia  Ratliff,  b.  2-10-1921,  m.  Clyde  Hamilton 
of  Morgan  Co.  He  was  a  cook  in  the  Army  and  continued  that  occupation  after 
leaving  the  service;  their  two  boys  are  Delbert  and  Dale.  9  and  4  yrs.  John 
Wess  Ratliff,  b  6-4-1922,  m.  Maggie  Johns:  he  is  dispatcher  for  C.60.  Rwy.  They 
live  on  Mayo  Trail,  near  Cowpen.  He  was  in  Army  Air  Force,  ground  crew,  during 
WWII,  rnt  overseas;  children:  Paul .  Dianna.  Delma.  and  Fayette  Ratliff.  11,9,7, 
and  4  years  in  1954. 

Cecil  Ratliff,  b  2-23-1924,  m.  1st  to  Gladys  Gibson:  their  child,  Charlotte. 
12,  lives  with  mother  in  W.  Va.  2nd  w.  Jean  Kennedy;  no  children.  3rd  w.  Hazel 
Charles :  3  children:  James  Earl.  Larv.  and  Blake.  7,5,  and  3  yrs  Cecil  Ratliff 
served  US  Inft.  in  WWII;  was  a  prisoner  and  wounded  several  times;  lay  on 
battlefield  3  days  and  nights,  pretending  to  be  dead;  his  belongings  reached 
his  mother  a  year  after  he  returned  home;  was  decorated  for  saving  the  life  of 
Captain  and  another  man  whose  legs  were  cut  off;  refused  Purple  Heart  and  t wo 
Silver  Stars,  also  several  ribbons. 
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Palmer  Rati  iff. b.  11-23-1925,  m.  Alma  Weddington;  works  with  his 
father  in  mines;  3  children:  Janes  Donald.  David,  and  Kenny.  7,5, and  3.  Mary 
To  Ratliff.  b.  0-19-1931  m.  Frank  Salyers,  an  agt.  for  sewing  mach.  co. ; 

'ive  in  Pikeville;  one  child:  Mary  Frances  Salyers.  5  yrs.  Elizabeth  Ann  Ratliff. 
),  5-2-1933,  unmarried,  helps  father  with  books  of  The  Ratliff  Coal  Co.  Jimmie 
Tatliff.  Jr.  b.  6-10-1935,  m.  Georgia  Lee  Weddington.  The  three  younger  Ratliffs 
uere  in  school  in  1954:  Dennie  Paul  Ratliff,  b.  2-25-1937;  Walter  Thomas,  b. 

)— 19— 1939;  and  Alice  May  Ratliff,  b.  8-27-1941. 

Clyde  Aliev  was  born  2-5-1900;  his  wife  is  the  former  Lizzie  Pruitt.  They 
ive  at  Shelbiana,  Ky. 
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The  Family  of  Robert  Lee  Lesley  and  Rosa  Blankenship 


Robert  Lee  Lesley  was  the  youngest  son  of  James  Harvey  Lesley  and  Mary 
Jane  Stratton.  He  was  born  on  April  27,  1063,  and  was  married  to  Rosa  Belle 
Llankenship  on  January  26,  1808.  He  was  a  farmer  and  lived  all  of  his  life 
on  Caney  and  Cowpen  Creeks,  Pike  County,  Kentucky.  He  died  at  the  age  of  02 
years  on  June  9,  1945. 

Rosa  Belle  Blankenship  was  born  July  13,  1870,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
George  W.  Blankenship  and  Hannah  Moles  Blankenship.  Hermother’s  parents  came 
to  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  from  Illinois,  during  the  Civil  War.  "Aunt  Rosa", 
as  most  people  now  call  her,  says  that  she  has  spent  all  but  about  five  of 
her  05  years  "right  here  on  Cowpen".  She  is  tall  and  slender,  and  dresses 
much  as  ladies  of  her  present  age  dressed  in  her  youth.  She  wears  a  bandana 
over  her  head  and  an  apron,  even  when  she  is  away  from  home.  She  smokes 
a  cob  pipe  or  one  of  clay,  and  likes  to  tell  stories  of  the  early  days. 

I  was  told  that  "Aunt  Rosa"  is  one  of  the  favorite  reconteurs  of  family 
lore.  Yet,  when  I  eagerly  turned  to  her  with  the  exclmation:  "Aunt  Rosa,  now 
you  tell  me  all  about  the  Leslies,"  she  parried  with  a  chuckled:  "Oh,  I  don't 
know  anything  about  'em;  I  was  married  to  one  of  'em  for  nigh  onto  60  years, 
and  I  didn't  know  any  more  about  him  then  than  I  did  the  day  I  married  him." 

My  "ride"  back  to  town  came  about  then  and  I  could  never  find  an  opportunity 
to  return  for  a  visit  with  her  in  her  own  log  cabin  home  further  up  the  creek. 
She  lives  there  with  one  of  her  granddaughters,  but  she  assured  me  that  she 
could  do  all  the  work  necessary.  She  really  "misses"  going  up  on  the  hill  to 
pick  up  stovewood  for  her  cookstove  since  one  of  her  daughters  has  given  her 
an  electric  range.  When  she  invited  me  back  to  visit  her,  I  told  her  I'd  try 
and  really  hoped  I  could,  but  as  there  was  no  transportation  available,  it 
might  be  that  I  could  not.  Aunt  Rosa  countered  this  with  another  chuckle  and 
said:  "_I  walked  down  there  this  morning,  but  I  guess  someone  will  take  me  back 
tonight,"  I, fully  a  score  of  years  her  junior,  was  properly  squelched. 

Of  the  seven  children  of  Robert  Lee  Lesley  and  Rosa  Blankenship  Lesley, 
Retta  Alza  Leslie  was  the  eldest  and  never  married.  She  died  at  t lie  age  of 
56  years.  The  youngest,  Oliver  Leslie,  born  on  July  13,  1905,  died  at  seven 
days  of  age.  The  others,  all  married,  are  still  living. 

Retta  Alza  Leslie 


Retta  Alza  Leslie  was  born  December  1,  1038.  She  attended  school  at 
Pikeville  and  prepared  herself  to  teach  and  obtained  a  teacher's  certificate 
in  1913.  She  did  not  teach,  however,  because  of  ill  health. 

Retta  was  gifted  in  all  the  household  arts,  especially  the  making  of 
quilts,  crocheting,  and  cooking.  She  devoted  her  entire  life  to  her  home 
and  was  an  inspiration  to  her  young  niece,  Marjorie  Leslie,  who  she  took 
home  with  her  as  a  baby,  and  who  has  spent  most  of  her  life  in  the  home  of 
her  grandparents.  Marjorie  says  that  it  is  to  her  Aunt  Retta,  whom  she  called 
"Mother,  that  she  owes  her  love  of  learning,  reading,  and  handiwork.  She 
was  "all  that  a  mother  could  be".  Retta  died  at  the  age  of  56  years,  on 
March  15,  1944. 
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Roland  Lee  Leslie  2nd  of  Robt.  Lee  Lesley’s  children  b8-ll-1890,  m 
i  10-16,1917,  to  Florence  Ratliff:  served  in  the  U.  S.  Army  in  WM1,  stationed 
Schnectady,  N.  Y. ;  5  children;  4  are  living;  live  at  Bland,  Va.  Daisy  Leslie 
Noah  May  at  Pikeville,  Ky, ;  live  at  Bland,  Va, ;  2  children:  Flossie  Annette 
i£,  and  Kenneth  Gene  May.  Rodolph  Leslie  m  at  Estill  Springs,  Tenn.  to  Ruby 
,eel :  live  in  Michigan;  2  sons:  Donald  Ray  Leslie,  and  James  ("Jeep")  Roland 
•slie.  Pansy  Leslie  m  Lacy  Thompson:  live  at  Whitegate,  Va. ;  2  children:  Robert 

rold  Thompson:  and  David  Carroll  Thompson.  Dallard  Leslie  m  _ ,  live  in 

chigan.  Rosa  Elizabeth  Leslie,  the  youngest  of  Roland  Leslie’s  children,  died 
five  years  of  age. 

Roscoe  Madison  Leslie,  third  of  the  7  children  of  Robert  Lee  Lesley, 
12-3,1892,  on  Cowpen;  married  twice,  but  at  present  "unmarried"  and  resides 
Ashley,  Ohio;  employed  at  a  government  warehouse  at  Marion,  Ohio.  His  first 
irriage  was  to  Minnie  Gilliam. at  Pikeville,  Ky.  on  10-6,1917;  3  children.  Both 
married.  (Minnie  now  Mrs.  Roland  Lowe).  Their  children  are:  Edith  Elmo  Leslie 
i Estill  Maynard:  3  children:  Nelson  Kelley  ;  Linda  Lou  and  Paul  Hayes  Maynard; 
ve  at  Zebulon,  Pike  Co.  Ky.  William  Mayo  Leslie  son  of  Roscoe,  also  m  twice: 
t  w.  Erma  Bender,  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. ;  no  children;  bbtfc  re-married.  2nd  w. 

Irbara _ ;  2  children;  Connie  Leslie  and  Sandra  Leslie;  live  at  Ft.  Wayne  Ind. 

(nthe  Marie  Leslie. ("Tootsie"),  youngest  of  Roscoe's  children  by  1st  m. ;  m. 
i  Arnold  Joseph:  live  at  Waldo,  Ohio;  2  children:  Betty  D.  and  Larry  Joseph. 

Iscoe’s  2nd  m.  to  Mrs.  Eunice  Stepp  Nunnery:  one  child,  Charles  (Toy  W. )  Leslie, 
iw  lives  with  his  mother  at  Thomas,  Kentucky. 

Edna  Dewey  Leslie  b  6-1,1898,  4th  of  the  Robert  L»e  Lesley  children; 
r  Frank  Crum  at  Pikeville,  Ky.  on  7-14,1916;  they  live  at  Betsy  Layne,  Ky. ;  2 
cildren,  6  grandchildren:  Thomas  Robert  Crum,  b  7-2,1921,  m  Lillie  Havnes:  one 
(ughter,  Rosemary  Crum,  b  2-9,1941;  live  at  Ashley,  Ohio.  Frances  Crum,  b  7- 

I  1921,  m.  at  Pikeville,  Ky.  to  H.  E.  Parson:  live  at  Betsy  Layne;  5  children: 
ina  Faye  Parson,  b  1-25,1942;  Virqie  Gay  Parson. b  2-15,1943;  Jimmie  Parson,  b. 

75, 1 947 ;  Teenie  Parson. b  10-18,1949;  and  Joyce  Ann  Parson,  b.  8-25,1952. 

Mousie  D.  Leslie,  b  7-13,1900.  She  is  a  Registered  Nurse.  She  re¬ 
lived  her  training  at  Baptist  General  Hospital,  Ashland,  Ky. ,  graduating  with 
1*3  Class  of  1923-26.  She  is  now  in  charge  of  the  Emergency  Room  at  Kings 
[jghters  Hospital,  Ashland.  She  is  m.  to  Joe  E.  Apple,  son  of  Ito.  H.  Apple,  of 
Uavia,  Ohio  who  is  of  English  descent,  and  Mary  McGugins  are  of  Irish  descent. 

5s,  Apple  has  been  with  the  Ashland  police  department  for  19  years.  He  is  Presi- 
cit  of  Kentucky  Peace  Officers'  Association,  and  is  a  Mason.  Mrs.  Apple  is  a  past 
F:sident  of  tne  Registered  Nurses  Association  —  Fourth  District,  and  is  now 

II  Vice  President  of  that  organization.  She  was  Secretary  of  the  Kentucky 
Aiociation  of  Registered  Nurses  for  many  years.  She  is  also  Past  President 

c  the  American  Legion  Ladies’  Auxilliary,  Clarence  Field  Unit  No.  76.  She  is 
nember  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  of  the  White  Shrine.  The  Apples  have  no  children. 
l:y  both  like  deep-sea  fishing,  off  the  coasts  of  Florida  and  Nags  Head,  N.C. 

Cier  interests  of  the  Apples  are  attending  conventions,  principally  in  the 
Sith  Eastern  States,  and  travel  in  general. 

Willie  Leslie  oth  of  Robert  Lee  Lesley’s  children,  b  9-0,1902;  m  11-1 
1  !3  at  Prestonsburg,  Ky.  to  Esta  Roop.  from  lower  John's  Creek;  works  for  the 
1  al  gas  company;  live  on  Rt  1,  Pikeville;  7  children,  none  married  as  yet::\lar iorie 
L  lie,  b  11-15,1931  has  always  made  her  home  with  her  grandparents.  The  others 
a'i  Marvin  Leslie  b  3,21,1933;  Martin  Leslie  b  4-24,1935,  [latter  Leslie,  b  12 
1  1937;  Mary  Rebecca  Leslie  b  2-17,1940;  Douglas  Solomon  Leslie,  b  3-25,1946; 
a'  Mildred  Bclnia  Lesl ie.  b  2-6,1948.  Marvin  works  with  his  father;  the  others  are 
i  school. 
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Family  of  Elizabeth  B.  Lesley  and  James  P.  Reynolds 


Elizabeth  D.  Lesley.  10th  of  the  children  of  James  Harvey  Lesley  and  Mary 
Jane  Stratton,  was  born  May  7,  1066.  She  was  married  when  not  quite  16  years 
of  age,  on  April  13,  1082.  Her  husband,  James  P.  Reynolds,  was  ten  years  her 
senior.  Doth  were  natives  of  Pike  County.  They  were  married  at  the  home  of 
her  father  on  Caney  Creek,  Pike  County.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  Bary 
Gillam  and  witnessed  by  Burt  Denton  and  Mary  Denton,  the  latter  a  cousin  of 
Elizabeth.  Their  37  years  of  married  life  were  spent  for  the  most  part  in 
Ashland,  Ky.  He  was  a  merchant  and  logger.  Mr.  Reynolds  died  at  Ashland  on 
July  19,  1919,  and  is  buried  there. 

When  called  upon  by  this  writer  in  Nov.  1954,  Elizabeth  was  both  mentally 
and  physically  alert,  and  most  graciously  made  available  much  family  data  which 
were  recorded  in  two  Family  Bibles  which  are  much  prized  by  her.  Her  grand¬ 
daughter,  Mary  Jo  Reynolds,  has  excerpted  some  further  data  and  has  described 
for  us  the  Bible  and  its  present  condition,  as  well  as  the  care  with  which  it  has 
been  preserved  by  her  grandmother.  Mary  Jo  also  prepared  for  inclusion  in  the 
present  volume  a  few  of  her  grandmother's  reminiscences  of  life  on  a  Pike  Co. farm. 
Six  children  were  born  to  Elizabeth  B.  Lesley  and  James  P.  Reynolds: 

Grace  Reynolds.  3-26,1885,  on  John's  Creek;  m  3-19,1903  to  Alonzo  Nelson 
Williams,  son  of  Dr.  Fleming  Williams  and  Melissa  Williams,  of  Johnson  Co.  Ky. ; 
he  was  a  merchant  but  is  now  retired;  3  daughters:  Zella  Florida  Williams,  b  12- 
5,1903,  m  McCracken;  one  daughter,  Leslie  Clair  McCracken,  b  5-8,1925,  m  Robert 
Hart;  Zella  Florida  (Williams)  McCracken  married  _ Lyons,  as  her  2nd  husband. 

Portia  Lee  Williams  b  7-4,1905,  and  died  8-27,1907;  buried  at  Ashland. 
Voyles  Gilford  Williams,  b  2-17,1910,  was  a  machinist  at  ARMCO  and  was  electro¬ 
cuted  at  work  on  Sunday  morning  6-3,1951;  he  was  m  to  Ruth  Church.  Syble  Leodus 
W’illiams.b  12-14,1912,  m  George  Bailey,  an  Army  Officer. 

Clarence  Reynolds,  b  10-15,1889,  at  Ashland,  m  on  5-9,1910,  to  Bessie 
Morefield.  of  Ashland;  is  in  the  retail  wallpaper  business  in  Ashland;  2  children: 
William  Reynolds  is  in  the  U.S.  Navy;  family  resides  at  Newport  News,  Va.  The 
children  are:  Ramona  Reynolds,  and  Dolores  Reynolds.  Elmo  Elizabeth  Reynolds  b 
7-13,1911,  resides  in  California. 

Hester  Reynolds,  b  12-10,1892;  m  John  C.  Savage  on  4-29,1911;  3  children 
all  born  at  Ashland:  Darlene  Oneda  Savage  b  11-13,1914;  was  an  employe  at  ARMCO; 
m  Daniel  Norton  II;  2  children:  Daniel  Norton  III  and  Rebecca  Norton.  Reah  Savage 
b  3-21,1911,  also  employed  at  ARMCO;  m  to  Raymond  P.  Ross;  one  son,  Raymond  P. 
Ross.  Jr.  David  Savage  is  the  youngest  of  the  three  Savage  children. 

Nona  Lesley  Reynolds.  5-6,1897;  m  on  11-28,1917,  to  Joe  J.  Rice.  Her 
husband  died  on  10-15,1918  at  Bordeaux,  France,  while  serving  in  WWI  in  the 
U.S.  Army:  no  children.  She  married  Floyd  Schump  as  her  2nd  husband. 

Scoville  B.  Reynolds. b  on  9-19,1903;  is  in  the  grocery  business  in 
Ashland,  Ky. ;m  oa  11-23, 1928  to  Eula  Marie  Jayne,  of  Flat  Gap,  Johnson  Co.,  Ky. , 
daughter  of  Wm.  henry  Jayne  and  Minnie  Webb,  of  Johnson  Co.  Her  paternal  grand¬ 
parents  were  Daniel  Jayne  and  Rene  Salyers  of  Rowan  Co.,  Ky.  Her  maternal  grand¬ 
parents  were  from  Va.  Gne  daughter,  Mary  Jo  Reynolds,  b  8-24,1931;  grad  from 
the  L.  of  Ky.  in  1953  with  a  B.S.  degree.  She  is  presently  employed  as  a  chemist; 
unmarried. 
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Fave  Reynolds,  youngest  of  the  6  children  of  Elizabeth  B.  Lesley  and 
ames  P.  Reynolds,  b  0-26,1907,  m  at  Greenup,  Ky.  to  Clarence  E.  Clemons,  on 
-7,1924,  by  Rev.  Peters.  Hr.  Clemons  owns  and  operates  the  Brown-Proctor 
otel,  Winchester,  Ky. ;  five  children:  Betty  Ann  Clemons,  b  6-24,1925,  m  Powel 1 
illiams  son  of  G.  T.  Williams,  Sr.  of  Ashland.  They  are  in  the  hotel  business, 
n  Cynthiana,  Ky„ ;  3  children:  Julia  Ann  Williams,  b.  3-13,1950;  Melinda  Jane 
illiams.  b.  1-18,1954;  and  P.  A.  Williams.  Jr.  Virginia  Dare  Clemons,  b  11-17, 

927,  m  Charles  Blair  of  Morehead,  Ky.  where  he  is  in  the  lumber  business;  2 
hildren:  Charles  Blair.  Jr..b  1-31,1949;  and  Elizabeth  Faye  Bennett  Blair,  b 
-8,1955.  James  Edward  Clemons,  b  8-19,1930,  and  died  1-8,1944.  Roy  Leslie 
lemons,  b  8-27,1932;  was  in  the  U.S.  Marine  Corps  for  four  years  and  served 
n  Korea;  received  a  Silver  Star.  He  assists  the  family  in  the  hotel  business; 
resently  attending  the  U.  of  Ky. ;  m  on  9-2,1955,  to  Virginia  Blackburn,  daughter 
f  Mrs.  Mattie  Blackburn,  of  Elkins,  N.  C.  Her  father  is  deceased.  Nancy  Carolyn 
lemons  was  b  3-31,1939,  at  Ashland,  Ky. 


Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bennett  (Lesley)  Reynolds  (in  shawl  and 
print  dress)  in  front  of  her  son,  Scoville's,  place  of 
business.  He  and  other  members  of  the  family  are  in 
background.  With  her  is  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Scoville 
Reynolds.  They  are  waiting  for  t  h,e  Ashland  Centennial 
Parade  to  pass  (in  1945). 
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LIFE  ON  A  PIKE  COUNTY  FARM 


Three-Quarters  of  a  Century  Ago 
As  Remembered  by  an  Octogenarian 
Elizabeth  Bennett  Lesley  Reynolds 
And  Told  to  her  Grand  Daughter 

Mary  Jo  Reynolds 

My  grandmother,  Elizabeth  Bennett  Lesley,  was  born  on  May  7,  1866, 
the  daughter  of  James  H.  Lesley  and  Mary  Jane  Stratton.  She  remembers 
very  little  of  her  early  childhood,  and  most  of  that  memory  consists  of 
work—  very  little  fun.  The  Lesley  family  lived  on  a  farm  on  Caney 
Creek.  The  farm  supplied  the  family  with  foodstuffs,  leaving  none  for 
sale.  Mr.  Lesley  raised  livestock  only  to  utilize. 

Needless  to  say,  the  family  was  poor;  however,  they  lived  in  a  nice 
home.  There  were  four  large  rooms  in  the  "main  house"  and  there  was  an 
old  log  house  of  four  rooms  nearby.  The  girls  of  the  family  and  the 
parents  stayed  and  slept  in  the  "main  house";  the  boys  slept  in  the  log 
house. 


Grandmother  remembers  working  in  the  fields  at  a  very  early  age. 

No  one  lazed  around  the  Lesley  house;  every  pair  of  hands  was  put  to 
some  necessary  task.  The  job  of  hoeing  fell  to  Elizabeth.  When  the 
weather  was  very  hot,  the  family  would  rise  before  daylight  and  begin 
their  work  in  the  field  in  order  to  rest  during  the  hot  noon  time,  but 
the  alloted  amount  of  work  must  be  done.  When  she  was  not  working  at 
some  task  outside,  she  helped  her  mother  in  the  house  doing  the  necessary 
household  tasks. 

Of  course  their  way  of  life  was  so  much  more  primitive  than  that  of 
city  folk.  Only  very  seldom  did  Mr.  Lesley  go  into  town  and  they  did 
with  what  they  had  and  utilized  everything  possible.  The  family  made 
their  clothing  from  the  wool  of  the  sheep—  carding,  spinning  and  dye¬ 
ing  the  material.  They  used  indigo,  bark  and  so  on  for  the  colors.  By 
the  time  Elizabeth  was  old  enough  to  help  with  this  project,  store-bought 
material  had  taken  the  place  of  the  homemade  materials,  except  for  linsey 
wool sey. 

Each  girl  had  one  good  dress  per  year—  this,  she  kept  mainly  for 
church  going  and  for  company.  The  children  also  had  one  pair  of  Sunday 
shoes  per  year.  Mr.  Lesley  made  shoes  for  them  to  wear  every  day  from 
cowhide  —  he  began  from  scratch  --  when  the  cow  was  butchered  and  the 
meat  taken  care  of,  then  came  the  job  of  making  shoes.  He  always  told 
the  children  if  they  didn't  cut  down  all  the  corn  stalks  in  the  spring, 
he’d  not  buy  them  any  Sunday  shoes.  Mr.  Lesley  surely  was  a  man  of  fore¬ 
sight.  Elizabeth  says  she  wore  size  3,  but  her  father  bought  6's  to  grow 
into. 


According  to  my  grandmother,  her  fatherwasa  man  who 
to  say.  He  read  quite  a  bit  and  had  been  a  physician  in 


never  had  much 
his  early  days. 
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Whether  he  went  to  school  o»  apprenticed  is  not  known.  About  the  time 
Elizabeth  was  born,  Mr.  Lesley  quit  doctoring  and  relied  upon  the  farm 
for  his  livelihood.  His  age  was  creeping  upon  him  and  indebtedness  of 
patients  caused  him  to  cease  practicing.  Mr.  Lesley  was  a  somewhat 
recalcitrant  man.  For  instance,  he  did  not  speak  to  people  when  they 
came  visiting  if  he  did  not  like  them.  As  was  sometimes  common  in 
families  of  this  type,  the  father  was  held  in  a  position  of  awe  and 
sometimes  fear.  Mr.  Lesley  was  a  very  stern  man.  The  sons  usually 
left  when  he  was  around  as  they  were  afraid  of  him.  However,  he  was 
a  good  provider  when  it  came  to  food  and  a  warm  home.  Since  he  was 
somewhat  older,  I  rather  imagine  that  he  held  a  detached  feeling  to¬ 
ward  his  children.  Elizabeth  was  only  nine  years  old  when  her  mother 
died.  She  remembers  very  little  about  her  except  that  she  was  a  very 
kind  woman. 

For  entertainment  in  that  area,  husking  bees  and  church  get-to¬ 
gethers  furnished  the  most  opportunities  for  social  gatherings.  There 
were  no  real  parties.  The  children  had  no  toys  —  they  played  with 
broken  dishes,  built  moss  houses  in  the  woods.  Dolls  were  non-existent. 

The  family  went  to  church  at  Snively  Chapel,  which  was  a  Methodist 
church.  Grandmother  became  a  Baptist  when  she  moved  to  Ashland.  At 
this  moment,  she  is  the  only  living  charter  member  of  the  Pollard  Bap¬ 
tist  Church.  The  church  was  organized  with  54  members  in  1892  and  was 
known  as  Pleasant  Springs  Baptist  Church. 

Elizabeth's  education  was  very  scanty.  As  a  child  she  suffered 
from  severe  headaches  and  was  rather  sickly.  The  school  was  several 
miles  away  from  home  and  the  walk  was  too  tiring.  She  went  to  school 
about  five  years  at  John's  Creek. 

About  6  months  after  Mary  Jane  Lesley's  death,  Mr.  Lesley  was  mar¬ 
ried  again  to  Alice  Elkins.  She  was  a  neighbor  woman  who  did  a  little 
housekeeping  and  weaving  of  cloth  for  Mr.  Lesley.  During  this  period, 
the  older  boys  began  leaving  home  and  going  to  Pikeville  to  seek  jobs. 

The  farm  was  too  poor  to  support  them  all.  Will  Lesley  and  L.  Soloman 
Lesley  opened  a  blacksmith's  shop  in  town,  A1  married  Liza  Huffman  and 
was  a  travelling  salesman  for  a  shoe  company  in  Baltimore,  Md.  Gradually 
all  the  children  married,  except  Elizabeth  and  Linda  who  were  left  at 
home.  Soon  Elizabeth  began  courting  a  neighbor  boy,  James  Reynolds. 

In  about  five  years  they  were  married  and  moved  to  Ashland,  Ky.  Their 
reason  for  moving  was  the  thought  of  a  better  income  available  in  Ashland, 
than  back  on  John's  Creek.  When  Elizabeth's  father  sold  his  farm  about 
7  years  after  Elizabeth’s  marriage  he  gave  her  the  portion  of  money  be¬ 
longing  to  her  from  the  sale  and  with  this  Elizabeth  and  James  purchased 
the  property  in  Ashland  where  Elizabeth  is  still  living. 

In  order  to  have  a  means  of  support,  the  Reynolds'  started  a  grocery 
store  at  Pollard.  Incidentally,  Pollard  was  a  township  and  not  a  part 
)f  Ashland  until  later.  Here  they  lived,  had  their  children  and  enjoyed 
and  suffered  life.  Mr.  Reynolds  soon  became  interested  in  other  enterprises 
and  invested  in  a  bakery  and  a  brick  plant.  (His  health  was  not  of  the 
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best  and  he  wasn't  satisfied  with  the  grocery  business. )  However,  both 
these  investments  failed  and  he  became  bankrupt. 

In  Elizabeth's  words  —  "We  had  enough  to  keep  body  and  soul  to¬ 
gether".  The  family  had  enough  to  eat  and  Mr.  Reynolds  was  a  good 
gather  to  the  children.  He  used  to  be  a  schoolteacher  in  Pike  County 
so  was  not  altogether  uneducated.  Mr.  Reynolds  died  of  tuberculosis. 
All  the  Reynolds'  have  been  Deomcrats.  There  have  been  no  political 
appirants  to  my  knowledge. 

Elizabeth  remembers  going  back  home  to  visit  —  on  a  steamboat 
from  Catlettsburg.  The  trip  was  most  uncomfortable  especially  since 
she  took  Grace  with  her  and  there  were  no  travel  facilities  on  the  boat 
Upon  their  return  to  Ashland,  Elizabeth  and  her  daughter  had  to  go  by 
stage  or  "hack",  to  Williamson,  W.  Va.  and  then  by  train  to  Kenova,  W. 
Va.  The  level  of  the  river  was  too  low  for  navigation.  After  such  an 
exhausting  time  Elizabeth  never  returned  except  when  she  went  once  on 
a  raft  boat.  She  had  to  sit  in  the  pilot  house  and  there  were  90  hands 
to  pull  the  boat. 

Naturally  the  children  grew  up  and  began  making  their  living  at 
other  work.  Clarence  became  a  wallpaper  hanger  and  is  now  the  owner 
of  a  wallpaper  and  paint  store  in  Ashland.  Grace  is  also  living  in 
Ashland  with  her  husband  in  retirement  from  the  grocery  business  (their 
own ).  Hester  lives  here  —  her  husband  retired  from  Armco.  Nona  is 
a  widow,  making  her  home  here,  but  presently  managing  a  hotel  in  More- 
head,  Ky.  Faye  and  her  husband  have  the  Brown  Proctor  Hotel  in  Win¬ 
chester,  Ky.  Scoville  and  his  wife  live  in  Ashland  and  own  Ashland 
Specialty  Company,  a  wholesale  grocery  firm.  Incidentally,  he  is  the 
only  child  who  took  over  the  business  of  Elizabeth  and  James,  and  with 
his  wife,  Eula,  built  it  up  and  expanded. 

Today, Elizabeth  Bennett  Lesley  Reynolds, 90  years  of  age, has  remark 
able  health,  alertness  and  is  quite  active  for  one  so  aged.  She  spends 
much  of  her  time  reading  the  Bible,  quilting  and  piecing  quilts  and 
puttering  around  the  house.  She  attends  church  and  Sunday  school  every 
Sunday  and  is  seldom  ill,  except  for  an  anemia  condition  which  she  has 
had  for  over  40  years,  but  which  is  not  uncomfortable  or  fatal. 


194 


In  its  present  condition,  the  Bible  begins  withChapter  22  of  Genesis  — 
he  first  few  books  are  in  a  state  of  decay  and  are  falling  apart.  The  entire 
;ible  must  be  handled  gingerly  and  is  highly  revered  by  my  grandmother.  She 
eeps  it  wrapped  in  heavy  paper  and  tobacco  leaves,  to  keep  out  moths  and 
ther  insects. 

The  Bible  is  bound  in  leather  and  is  about  8  inches  by  10  inches  and  is 
inches  thick.  It  is  written  in  Chaucerian  English  and  is  on  ‘Colonial -type 
aper  (the  type  prevalent  at  that  time)  It  was  printed  in  1775  by  Alexander 
incaid. 

I  shall  pass  on  to  you  what  is  written  in  births  and  deaths  in  the  Bible, 
ome  of  it  makes  little  sense  due  to  the  faded  writing.  The  writing  is  very 
retty  and  has  resulted  from  a  quill  pen. 

The  following  are  Elizabeth  B.  Reynolds  grandmother's  brothers  and  sisters 
>  read  from  the  Bible: 

"  1.  Elizabeth  Bennet,  b.  Jan.  2,  1794 

2.  Margery  Bennet,  b.  Dec.  1,  1796 

3.  Martha  Bennet,  b.  Mar.  20,  1798 

4.  Eleanor  Bennet,  b.  Dec.  25,  1800 

5.  Mary  Bennet,  b.  July  7,  1803 

6.  Caleb  Bennet,  b.  Aug.  11,  1806 

7.  Joshua  Bennet,  b.  Mar.  3,  1809 

8.  Rolley  Bennet,  b.  June  21,  1811 

9.  Thomas  J.  Bennet,  b.  Dec.  31,  1814." 

e  following  is  copied  directly  from  the  Bible  and  I  have  no  correlation 
r  the  names: 

"  Caleb  Bennett  and  E.  _ ,  his  wife,  was  married  Aug.  the  28-1792-no 

children." 

"David  Crull  and  Mary  his  wife  married  Feb.  11,  1806 
Thomas  Croull,  son  of  D.  Crull,  born  Feb.  19,  1807 
David  Crull  oorn  March  28,  1809 
Nancy  Crull  born  Feb.  13,1809 

Caleb  Bennet  Crull  born  Sept.  1813 
Mary  J _  Crull  born  May  22,  1816 

Joshua  Jenkins  Crull  -  Sept.  29,  1818"  Another  child  born  Aug.  30, 

1821  or  1829,  but  the  page  is  torn  here  and  no  name  is  present, 
b  differences  in  spelling  Crull  is  not  a  typographical  error,  but  just  the 
17  it  is  in  the  Bible. 

"Caleb  Bennet  and  Eliza,  his  wife,  married  March  1,  1832."  There  must 
life  been  two  Caleb  Bennetts. 


i 
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Family  of  Melinda  Lesley  and  Robert  E.  Hatcher 


Linda  Boiler  Lesley  was  the  11th  child  of  James  Harvey  Lesley  and  Mary 
Jane  Stratton  Lesley.  She  was  born  November  13,  1870,  on  Caney  Creek,  Pike 
County,  Kentucky.  She  attended  the  rural  schools  of  the  community.  In  Snively 
Chapel  which  was  used  for  both  church  and  school.  She  also  attended  the  old 
Pikeville  College.  On  July  13,  1092,  she  married  Robert  Ellison  Hatcher,  at 
Ashland,  Ky.  Her  husband  was  the  son  of  William  Barton  Green  Hatcher  and  Mary 
Matilda  Temple,  of  Ohio.  His  mother’s  father,  Frank  Temple,  was  born  on  a 
ship  enroute  from  Ireland. 

Robert  Ellison  Hatcher  was  born  at  Ironton,  Ohio,  February  24,  1871.  He 
was  a  civil  engineer  and  a  teacher  for  many  years,  alternately  in  Ohio  and  in 
Ashland,  Ky.  He  was  the  principal  of  three  public  schools  in  Ashland.  A  school 
recently  built  is  named  for  him.  Their  two  sons  Howard  and  Harlan  and  daughter 
Hazel, were  born  in  Ohio;  and  the  other  two  girls,  Hilma  and  Hester,  were  born  ii 
Kentucky. 

Mrs.  Hatcher  died  January  30,  1948  at  Ashland.  She  had  resided  at  540 
Blackburn  Ave. ,  Ashland  for  45  years  and  in  Ashland  since  1092.  She -had  been 
a  member  of  the  First  Christian  Church  since  Aug.  13,  1892  for  55  years  and 
an  active  worker  in  church  activities.  Her  husband  was  a  charter  member  of 
this  church.  She  was  buried  in  the  family  lot  in  Ashland  Cemetery.  Music  at 
her  funeral  included  her  favorite  "Going  Home"  with  the  melody  of  Largo,  "Rock 
of  Ages"  and  "Beautiful  Isle".  The  minister’s  text  was  "I  have  fought  a  good 
fight."  This  was  followed  by  a  reading  of  her  favorite  chapter  the  121st  Psalm, 
Her  daughter  wrote  a  member  of  her  family  at  this  time.  "She  left  us  a  heritage 
that  money  cannot  buy.  A  life  well  lived.  The  knowledge  that  she  had  a  living 
faith  in  the  Living  God.  Good  advice.  To  think  right,  live  right  so  we  can 
die  right." 

Mr.  Hatcher  died  Oct.  11,  1921  and  is  buried  Ashland  Cemetery.  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  schools  bought  and  erected  a  marble  marker  for  his  grave. 

Howard  Hopkins  Hatcher,  born  June  22,  1893,  in  Ohio  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky.  He  was  associated  with  the  Norfolk 
and  Western  and  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  railroads  for  many  years  as  a  trainman. 

He  is  manager  of  the  Gillum  Wholesale  Meat  Co.  of  Ashland,  Ky.  He  was  married, 
first,  to  Elizabeth  Mutters  on  Dec.  24,  1911.  She  died  in  1939.  He  next  mar¬ 
ried  Della  Broughton  on  Dec.  26,  1940.  There  were  no  children  by  either  mar¬ 
riage.  He  has  been  active  in  the  Pollard  Baptist  Church  for  45  years.  They 
reside  in  Ashland,  Kentucky. 

Hazel  Hager  Hatcher  was  named  Hager  after  her  great-great  grandmother 
Katherine  Hager.  One  of  her  prized  posessions  is  a  pair  of  glasses  which 
Katherine  Hager  used.  They  have  extension  sides  to  be  tied  together  behind 
the  head,  as  they  have  no  pieces  which  fit  behind  the  ears  as  present-day  glasse 
have.  She  also  has  a  sugar  bowl  which  was  brought  from  Italy  and  a  milk  glass 
pepper  shaker  which  belonged  to  her  great-grandmother.  She  was  born  March  19, 
1895,  in  Ohio.  She  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio  and 
attended  normal  school  in  Ohio.  She  was  a  substitute  teacher  before  marriage 
on  May  11,  1915,  at  Ashland,  to  Russell  Craft  of  that  city.  He  was  the  son 


196 


'  Willie  Craft  and  Belle  Salyers  Craft  of  Salyersville,  Ky.  His  grandparents 
•re  Wm.  and  Ellen  (Sparks)  Craft,  and  Jackson  and  Eleanor  (Leraaster)  Salyers, 
eir  daughter:  Jean  Craft,  b.  11-1931;  had  h.s.  and  business  and  is  employed 
Ashland;  active  in  Baptist  Church  and  S.S. ;  m.  in  1953  to  Thos.  Sherri! 
man.  Jr. .son  of  Thos.  Newman  Sr.,  and  Isabelle  (Hall)  Newman  of  Ashland, 
rraerly  of  Cincinnati,  0.;  one  child,  Sherrill  Jean  Newman,  b  3-5,1954. 

Hilma  Hyman  Hatcher: b  2-17-1897;  ed.  in  Ashland;  employed  as  secretary 
Wright  Field,  0;  m.  3-15-1919  in  Louisville,  to  John  Dowling,  son  of  Michael 
d  Mary  Moriarty  Dowling,  of  Ashland,  the  family  originally  from  Ireland;  her 
sband  served  in  France  during  WWI;  is  a  painter  by  trade  but  is  retired;  their 
(ilren:  Dorothy  Ann  Dowling,  b.  4-19-1920,  ed.  in  Ashland  and  at  Lexington, Ky. ; 
i  12-24-1941  to  llobt.  Eugene  Fish,  an  engineer  with  U.  S.  Geological  Survey. 
Irothy  Ann's  hobby  is  cooking;  she  won  1st  prizes  in  culinary  arts  in  Pittsburg 
d  in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  at  State  Fairs  each  year;  also  paints  china  and  did  a  tea 
t  to  be  presented  to  the  N.  C.  Governor;  some  of  her  paintings  have  been  ex- 
bited.  Their  children,  both  b.  at  Pittsburg;  Nancy  Leigh  Fish,  b  8-5-1946; 
d  Melinda  Clarrisa  Fish,  b.  5-31-1948. 

The  three  other  Dowling  children  are:  Margaret  Moriarty  Dowling. b.  12-15- 
30,  ed.  in  Ashland  and  Dayton  schools;  won  state-wide  history  award  in  Ohio; 
liorie  Joan  Dowling,  b  8-29-1932,  ed.  in  schools  of  Ashland  and  Dayton  (also 
tended  U.  of  Dayton);  won  sate-wide  award  for  algebra.  John  Joseph  Dowling. 

..,  b.  9-12-1938,  ed  in  Dayton.  At  16  won  Ohio  State  award  for  algebra. 

Harlan  Henthrone  Hatcher. b  9-9,1898,  in  Ohio,  attended  school  in  Ohio 
d  Ky. ;  grad  from  Old  Morehead  Normal  School  (Ky. ),  and  Miami  U.  at  Oxford,  0. 
t  latter  school  had  military  training  in  S.A.T.C.  during  WWI);  grad,  from 
»io  State  U. ,  and  received  PhD  from  that  school;  was  a  Phi  Beta  Kappa;  was 
i  on  12-29-1922  to  Frank  Wilson  Colfax  ("Dot”),  a  widow;  no  children;  she 

<  ed  4-18-1941. 

Mr.  Hatcher  was  married  to  his  second  wife,  Ann  Gregory  Vance,  of  New 
Iven,  Conn,  on  4-3-1942.  She  was  an  instructor  at  0.  State  when  he  was  Prof. 

<  English  there.  Her  father  was  in  Law  Dept,  at  Harvard  and  at  Chapel  Hill, 
iC.  Mr.  Hatcher  was  a  Lt.  in  the  Navy  during  WWII,  stationed  at  Chapel  Hill, 

13.  Pre-Flight  School.  Their  children:  Robt.  Leslie  Hatcher. b  3-24-1944;  and 
Jne  Linda  Hatcher,  b  6-8-1946;  the  family  resides  in  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan. 

I.  Hatcher  is  a  well  known  author.  Among  his  books  are  "Patterns  of  Wolfpen", 
.slightly  fictionized  story  of  the  Leslie  family,  "Tunnel  Hill",  and  other  works, 
nluding  several  historical  studies  of  events  taking  place  largely  in  Ohio, 

\i  home  state  of  his  father's  family.  He  is  now  President  of  the  U.  of  Michigan, 
is  a  nationally  known  educator. 

Hester  Hildegarde  Hatcher,  b  10-9-1902,  in  Ashland,  was  educated  for 
ousiness  career  and  received  a  law  degree  from  the  U.  of  Ky.  She  served  with 
l>.  Public  Health  Service  Hospitals  at  Ft.  Worth,  Texas  (as  Registrar),  and 
z  Lexington,  Ky.  She  is  now  with  the  Narcotic  Farm  at  Lexington  where  her  legal 
fictice  concerns  the  work  of  the  Health  Service.  She  was  married  on  8-13-1938 
t  Geo  EdwAnderson  of  Mt.  Sterling.  He  is  also  connected  with  the  Hospital 
si  has  to  do  with  parole  hearings.  They  have  no  children. 
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The  Family  of  Annie  Lesley  and  William  Ireland  Lowe 


Annie  Lesley  was  the  only  child  of  James  Harvey  Lesley  and  his  second  wife 
Alice  Ann  ("Ailsie")  Elkins  Lesley.  She  was  born  on  October  6,1878,  on  Caney 
Fork  of  John's  Creek.  By  that  time  several  of  her  half  sisters  and  brothers  ha< 
married  and  left  the  home. 

Annie  went  to  school,  first,  near  the  mouth  of  Millers  Creek  in  what  was 
a  typical  rural  school  of  that  day.  The  homemade  benches  were  nothing  but  plan! 
propped  up  on  rocks.  They  had  no  backs  and  although  there  was  a  big  hole  in  tin 
end  of  the  building  which  was  obviously  intended  for  a  fireplace,  there  was  no 
fireplace  there.  She  walked  the  two  miles  from  her  home  to  get  there,  except 
when  carried  by  larger  children. 

The  next  school  which  Annie  attended  was  in  a  building  formerly  used  by  he, 
father  as  a  store.  It  was  a  somewhat  better  building  but  the  benches  still  had 
no  backs.  The  third  school,  in  what  was  later  known  as  the  May  District,  had 
seats  with  backs  on  them  but  were  home  made.  The  fourth  school  was  quite  an 
improvement  and  actually  had  desks  and  was  in  a  bigger  and  better  house.  These 
better  buildings  had  the  pot-bellied  stove  for  heating  purposes  in  winter.  Ofter 
when  coal  ran  short  the  children  had  to  gather  sticks  of  wood  for  a  fire.  Their 
playgrounds  were  often  in  the  middle  of  the  road,  or  on  creek  banks.  Their  rec¬ 
reation  included  swinging  on  limbs  of  trees,  sometimes  on  grapevines,  and  ridinc 
on  limbs  or  sticks  which  they  called  their  horses. 

When  Annie  was  about  ten  years  of  age  she  was  sent  to  Pikeville  to  stay  wit 
her  elder  half-brother,  Will  Lesley,  who  was  living  there.  For  a  short  time  she 
attended  the  old  Pikeville  College  Academy  where  she  was  in  the  4th  or  5th  grade 
She  soon  returned  home,  however,  to  attend  the  rural  school  once  more.  At  16 
years  of  age  she  had  another  term  —  this  time  nine  months  —  at  the  Pikeville 
College. 

Annie  was  married,  at  17  years  of  age,  on  February  4,  1896,  to  William 
Ireland  Lowe,  son  of  James  Fountain  Lowe  and  Lydia  Taylor  Lowe.  He  was  born 
October  4,  1875,  on  Big  Creek,  near  Canada  (or  Whitepost),  Kentucky.  Mr.  Lowe 
was  a  fanner  and  a  merchant,  and  also  did  saw  logging.  His  place  of  business 
was  on  the  Big  Sandy  River  at  the  mouth  of  C0tq>en  Creek.  Goods  for  the  store 
were  often  brought  up  the  river  on  push  boats,  20  to  30  feet  long,  and  "pushed" 
by  a  crew  of  five  or  six  men. 

Mr.  Lowe  died  September  24,  1937,  and  his  widow  makes  her  home  for  the  most 
part  of  late  with  her  youngest  daughter,  at  Elamton,  Kentucky,  near  West  Liberty, 
Morgan  County,  Kentucky.  The  following  sketch  of  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Low 
graphically  shows  the  changes  which  have  been  rung  in  the  years  which  followed 
their  own  upbringing. 
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John  W.  Langley  Lowe,  b  6-25-1097,  at  Mossy  Bottom  (now  Coal  Run);  m. 
•4-1917  at  Keyser,  Ky. ,  to  Nona  Virginia  Smith,  dau.  of  Hiram  and  Orga  (Stone) 

;  th,  of  Coal  Run.  He  worked  at  the  mines  and  at  railroading,  and  was  as¬ 
sisted  with  several  county  offices  in  Pike  County;  during  WWII  he  worked  at 
i/ar  plant  in  Detroit,  and  afterwards  was  in  the  Pikeville  office  of  the  Am. 

.ion;  kept  books  from  1948-1953  for  the  City  Bus  Company,  and  is  now  retired; 

,  hobbies  are  reading  and  raising  chickens;  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
,ge;  Mrs.  Lowe  was  formerly  employed  with  the  WPA,  indexing  and  organizing 
ords  of  theCounty  Clerk's  office;  she  is  now  with  Pruitt's  Restaurant  at 
'eville;  their  home  is  on  the  river  below  Pikeville;  Their  three  children: 

Josephine  Low. b  12-22-1918,  at  Ashland,  attended  the  Betsy  Layne 
tools  and  won  a  college  scholarship  through  the  Montgomery  Ward  scholarship 
;n;  taught  seven  years;  m.  5-3-1943,  at  Pikeville,  to  John  Coleman,  son  of 
ude  and  Leathie  Coleman,  of  Regina,  Ky.  Her  husband  served  in  the  South 
^ific  with  the  US  Army,  and  is  now  shipping  clerk  for  A.  &  P.  in  Detroit;  two 
lldren:  Linda  Carol,  b.  8-8-1946,  at  Pikeville;  and  John  Michael  Coleman,  b. 
H9-1947,  at  Detroit. 

Charles  Edc;ar  Lowe.b.  8-28-1921,  at  Mossy  Bottom,  worked  his 
i;  through  school  and  college  at  Pikeville,  his  jobs  including  mopping  floors 
r  bell  hopping;  attended  Moreheaa  State  Teachers  College,  taught  1  mo.;  worked 
shipyards  at  Baltimore;  served  in  U.S.  Marines  from  Dec.  1942;  was  wounded 
[Okinawa  and  discharged  with  rating  of  Master  Sgt.  He  is  now  an  attorney  at 
bville,  having  obtained  his  LLD  from  Cumberland  University,  Lebanon,  Tenn. 
i  hobbies  are  stamp  collecting  and  photography.  He  was  m  2-19-1944,  at  Paris 
sind,  S.C.,  to  Virginia  Stamper:  she  is  a  teacher,  studied  at  Pikeville  College 
n  at  Morehead;  their  son,  Chas.  Jr.,  b  7-23-1945,  at  Pikeville,  Ky. 

Imoqene  Lowe,  b.  2-2-1930,  at  Prestonsburg,  Ky.,  m  6-1-1950  to 
talLeoii  Riley,  of  Detroit,  Mich.  He  is  a  machinist  with  the  Ford  Motor  Co.  She 
si  licensed  beautician.  Their  children:  Frederick  Dale  Riley,  b.  10-5-1952, 
Detroit,  and  IVayne  Langley  Riley,  b.  2-12-1954,  at  Dearborn,  Michigan. 

Floyd  Leslie  Lowe.  2nd  of  Annie  and  Ireland  Lowe's  children,  b.  5- 
1  900,  at  Mossy  Bottom,  1st  m  Emma  Blankenship,  dau.  of  Riley  Blankenship; 
wchildren:  Jewel .  b.  about  1916,  m.  Justice. and  lives  in  Detroit,  no  children, 
i  ard  Lowe,  b.  3-27-1921,  m.  Minnie  Gross,  of  Coal  Run,  live  in  Detroit,  he 
e  ed  in  Army  in  Pacific  in  WWII,  later  rejoined  and  served  in  Occupied  Germany, 
o  hildren. 

Floyd  Lowe's  2nd  m.  was  to  Talahassie  Lowe,  dau.  of  Bill  Lowe,  of  Gulnare, 
y.  5  children:  Leslie  Lowe,  m.  twice,  1st  to  Wilbur  Goodson.  of  Nashville, 
ei . ,  they  have  two  children:  Hassie  Louise  Goodson.  and  Wilburn  Jean  Goodson. 

;i  4  yrs.  of  age  in  1954;  Leslie's  2nd  husband,  Alfred  Ramsey. of  Detroit, 
h(  she  m.  1952;  no  children.  Landy  Lowe,  b.  about  1927  entered  military  service 
uis  young  and  served  with  a  tank  batallion  in  WWII;  was  in  South  Africa  and 
ti y ,  overseas  about  3  yrs;  also  served  in  Korea  (Old  Baldy)  and  returned  mid- 
9S|;  he  is  stationed  at  Camp  Campbell,  Ky.  at  present.  He  m.  Dixie  Terry;  have 
■vc children;  Eddy  and  Dorothy  Lowe.  Ella  Justine  Lowe.  b„  8-8-1933,  m.  Reed 
lecburn.  He  served  in  the  Army;  now  with  street  railway  company  in  Baltimore; 
ne-.hild,  Linda  Lowe,  born  about  1949.  Floyd  Dennis  Lowe,  b.  about  1936,  at 
ulire,  is  not  married,  works  in  Detroit,  tttn.  Ireland  Lowe,  youngest  of 
lol  Leslie  Lowe's  second  family,  was  born  about  1939,  and  is  in  school  at 
Grille.  Landy  Lowe,  son  of  Annie  and  Ireland  Lowe  b  3-23,1920  d  at  17  yrs. 
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Alene  Lowe  b  9-28,1904;  attended  the  local  schools  and  in  on  6-24,  1920  to 
Andrew  Jackson  Smith. son  of  Jake  and  Lucy  (Stone)  Smith,  of  Pikeville,  Ky.  He 
was  b  2-3,1901,  at  Pikeville,  and  worked  in  the  mines;  was  killed  on  1-5,1946. 
in  the  mines  of  the  Pocohontas  Fuel  Company,  at  Bishop,  Virginia.  The  12  Smith 
children:  Helen  Uvon  Smith  b  7-22,1921,  at  Wolfpit,  Ky. ,  and  attended  the  Beaver 
High  School  at  War,  W  Va. ;  m  Joe  Bastic.of  Union,  W.  Va;  he  is  in  the  trucking 
business.  Two  daughters,  Patricia  Ann  Bastic.  and  Camella  Sue  Bastic  13  and  12 
years  of  age,  respectively  in  1955.  Audrey  Mae  Smith  b  12-9,1922  at  Mossy  Bottom 
Ky. ,  m  Donald  Dixon. a  building  contractor  of  Union  W.  Va.  Their  son,  Donald 
Ray  Dixon. b  6-17,1948.  Andrew  Jackson  Smith.  Jr.  b  7-4,1925,  at  Mossy  Bottom, is 
unmarried.  A.  J.  served  9  yrs  in  the  armed  services;  was  in  the  Pacific  area  and 
in  Japan  during  World  War  II,  and  also  served  in  Korea.  He  now  makes  his  home 
with  his  mother  in  Union  W.  Va. 

Anna  Lucille  Smith  b  7-4,1927,  at  Mossy  Bottom, Ky. ; she  ra  to  Eugene 
Dixon,  an  electrician  and  plumber  of  Union  W.  Va.  One  child:  Shirley  Ann  Dixon 
b  5-5,1948.  I 

Billy  James  Smith  b  8-8,1929,  at  Mossy  Bottom,  Ky. ;  m  Ethel  Deweese. 
of  Keenan,  W. Va.  Billy  works  with  a  construction  company  in  Athens,  Ohio;  one 
child:  Nancy  Alene  Smith,  b  10-22,  1949. 

Betty  Jo  Smith  b  7-27,1937,  at  Mossy  Bottom,  Ky. ;  she  m  Amos  Blankensh 
of  Frankford,  W.  Va.  Two  daughters.  Sherry  Jean  Blankenship  b  3-23,1951,  and 
Debra  Uvon  Blankenship,  b  7-19,1953. 

Wanda  Lou  Smith  b  10-30,1933,  at  Betsy  Layne,  Ky. ;  she  m  Charles  Benne'. 
of  Ronceverte,  W.  Va.  Charles  is  in  the  Air  Force  and  was  stationed  at  Selfridge 
Air  Force  Base  in  Michigan;two  children,  John  Michael  Bennett,  b  12-9,1952,  and 
Diane  Kay  Bennett,  b  12-7,1953. 

Shelby  Jean  Smith  b  8-27,1936,  at  Betsy  Layne,  Ky. ;  was  head  majorette 
and  also  played  clarinet  in  the  school  band;  m  to  George  L.  Durham. Jr.  of  Chariot's 
ville,  Va.  He  owns  and  operates  two  restaurants  the  Tid  Bit  and  the  Overflow. 

The  four  younger  Smith  children  are  still  in  school  at  Union  W.  Va. ; 
Barbara  Sue  Smith,  b  3-5,1940,  at  Mossy  Bottom,  Ky.,  plays  clarinet  in  the  school 
band;  Donna  Marie  Smith,  born  6-15,1942,  at  Na  Tazewell,  Va. ;  Harold  Leslie  Smith 
b  9-7,1943,  at  Shawver  Mills,  Va. ;  and  Ronald  Lee  Smith,  b  9-19,1945,  at  Cucum¬ 
ber,  McDowell  Co.,  W  Va. 

James  Wilson  Lowe  10-1,1907,  at  Mossy  Bottom,  Ky.:m Annie  E.  Terry,  of 
Ashland,  Ky.  He  was  employed  by  the  Rwy  Ex.  Co.  and  resideu  in  Ashland  from 
1925  to  his  entrance  into  the  Army  in  October  1943.  He  was  attached  to  an 
Infantry  unit,  and  was  killed  in  action  in  France  on  July  15,  1944.  His  widow 
was  residing  in  Baltimore  at  the  time  of  his  death.  There  were  no  children. 

Sparrell  Bennet  Lowe  b  11-8,1911;  m  to  Grace  Lowe  9-15,1933,  at  Mossy 
Bottom,  Ky. ;  one  child  Louella  Lowe,  b  6-1,1935.  She  grad  from  h.  s  at  Baltimore; 
is  not  married  and  is  working  as  a  secretary.  Sparrel  Lowe,  died  7-11,1941. 

Grace  Lowe,  m  Philip  Eldermeyer  and  lives  in  Baltimore. 

Lillie  Belle  Lowe,  the  youngest  of  the  children  of  Annie  Leslie  and  W. 
Ireland  Lowe  b  8-7,1916,  at  Mossy  Bottom,  Ky. ;  attended  the  local  schools  and 
also  had  h.  s-and  one  year  of  college  at  Pikeville.  On  12-7,1935,  she  was  m 
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at  Pikeville  to  Hager  Hamilton,  son  of  Ramsey  Hamilton,  of  Morgan  Co.,  Ky.  The 
community  where  he  was  born  is  now  known  as  Dingus,  Kentucky.  Mr.  Hamilton 
is  a  farm,er  sawmill  operator,  carpenter,  and  more  recently  has  become  an 
electrician;  4  children:  Kenneth  Hamilton,  b  12-13-1936,  finished  at  West 
Liberty  h.  s.  1954-55  Class.  The  three  younger  children  are  in  the  local  grade 
school  at  Elamton,  Morgan  Co.  Ky.  Ronnie  (Howard  Ronald)  Hamilton  b  3-15-1942; 
Mice  Ann  Hamilton  b  9-3-1945;  and  Hager  Scott  Hamilton  b  4-26,1948. 


AYS  SUPREME  SACRIFICE  — 

rivate  James  Wilson  Lowe,  37, 
>rmer  Ashland  resident,  was  killed 
i  action  in  France  on  July  15. 
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Margery  Lesley  May  and  husband 
T  hos .  Pat  ton  May . 
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Mrs.  Cynthia  May  Williams 


ELIZABETH  MARGERY  LESLEY 


(Fourth  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Daughter  of  Allen) 

Elizabeth  Margery  Lesley  was  born  June  6,  1824,  the  youngest  of  two  chil¬ 
dren  of  Allen  and  Elizabeth  Bennett  Lesley. 

It  is  said  that  Margery,  as  she  was  usually  called,  was  a  very  delicate 
child  and  had  to  be  carried  on  a  pillow  for  many  months  as  an  infant.  Perhaps 
it  was  this  fact,  together  with  the  circumstance  of  her  being  the  only  girl 
in  the  family,  which  led  to  favor  in  her  father's  eyes.  A  few  years  after 
her  marriage,  her  father,  fearing  that  her  husband  would  remove  her  to  a 
distance,  deeded  her  his  home,  thus  assuring  that  she  would  never  leave  him. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  Margery's  childhood  which  she  delighted  to 
relate  to  her  grandchildren,  was  a  trip  by  flatboat  down  the  Big  Sandy  and 
Ihio  rivers  to  her  mother's  home  near  Portsmouth,  Ohio. 

It  is  said  that  Margery  Lesley  in  her  youth  aspired  to  be  a  doctor. 
Iowever,  she  was  married  at  the  age  of  17,  and  did  not  carry  out  her  girlhood 
mbition.  She  was  married  on  March  4,  1841,  to  Thomas  Patton  May,  a  young 
ninister  whose  home  was  on  Robinson  Creek,  Pike  County.  They  lived  there 
for  a  few  years  but  about  1047  returned  to  her  childhood  home  at  the  urging 
)f  her  father  who,  as  above  stated,  gave  her  the  place. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  May  lived  out  their  days  on  the  Allen  Lesley  Place  on  John’s 
Jreek.  They  raised  a  large  family  there  and  of  course  in  time  it  became  known 
as  the  May  Place,  as  it  is  known  today.  Her  father  lived  32  years,  however, 
after  his  daughter's  return  to  the  parental  abode.  Her  mother,  too,  lived 
to  a  ripe  old  age,  and  thus,  the  May  children  were  doubly  blessed  by  having 
their  grandparents,  as  well  as  their  parents  as  constant  companions.  Indeed, 
nany  of  the  children  married  and  left  the  home  while  their  grandparents  were 
still  living. 

A  few  years  before  their  deaths,  which  occurred  within  a  year  of  each 
)ther,  the  "May  Place"  was  also  divided  between  the  two  younger  sons,  and 
the  "old  folks"  remained  in  their  own  home  under  the  loving  care  of  their 
younger  son  Wn.  R.  May,  and  his  good  wife,  Eliza  (Runyon)  May. 

It  was  not  until  after  the  deaths  of  their  parents,  that  l*n.  R.  May  en- 
arged  and  improved  their  home  to  fit  the  needs  of  his  family.  It  is  said 
that  "Margery"  remained  "Queen"  until  the  last.  Even  after  she  was  confined 
i,o  her  own  quarters,  she  would  insist  that  the  door  remain  ajar  so  she  would 
;now  what  went  on.  One  of  her  grandsons  who  was  about  the  place  a  good  deal 
;ays  she  would  listen  and  if  any  decisions  were  reached  with  which  she  did 
lot  approve  she  would  tap  with  her  cane  and  demand  that  they  be  changed  to 
;uit  her  own  wishes.  They  usually  were! 

Margery  Lesley  May  died,  aged  85  years  on  January  19  (or  26)  1909.  Her 
tusband,  who  was  eight  years  her  senior,  followed  her  in  death  the  following 
ear,  at  the  age  of  94.  They  are  both  buried  at  the  Allen  Lesley  Cemetery 
m  John's  Creek. 
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Mr.  May  was  born  on  August  3,  1816  on  Robinson  Creek  (then  in  Floyd 
County,  now  in  Pike  County).  At  his  death,  on  August  28,  1910,  at  the  age 
of  94  years,  he  was  the  oldest  citizen  of  Pike  County.  His  father  Thomas 
May  had  settled  at  Robinson  Creek  in  1813  coming  from  Virginia.  His  grand¬ 
father,  James  May,  was  born  in  Germany,  and  came  to  America  before  the 
Revolution.  He  and  two  brothers  landed  at  Baltimore  but  were  separated  then 
It  is  thought  by  some  historians  that  John  May,  who,  with  Simon  Kenton,  Danii 
Boone  and  others,  laid  out  Maysville,  Kentucky,  may  have  been  one  of  these 
brothers  of  Thos.  Patton  May's  grandfather,  James  May. 

Thos.  Patton  May's  mother  was  Dorcas  Patton,  and  he  was  the  third  of 
her  13  children.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South 
in  early  manhood  and  was  a  local  minister  in  that  church  for  many  years.  He 
was  made  a  Master  Mason  in  Zebulon  Lodge,  Prestonsburg,  Kentucky,  in  1857, 
and  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Thomas  C.  Cecil  Lodge  No.  375,  of  Pikeville, 
which  was  chartered  in  1860.  He  survived  all  the  other  charter  members  of 
that  Lodge.  He  was  buried  by  the  Masonic  Order. 

Elizabeth  Margery  Lesley  and  Thomas  Patton  May  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  five  of  whom  were  girls.  The  second  and  last  two  were  sons. 
They  were:  Cynthia,  who  married  U.  K.  Williams:  Allen  Jenkins  ,  who  married 
Malinda  Bennett:  Mary  Florence  who  married  Bert  Denton;  Sarah,  who  married 
T.  D.  Hurt:  Elizabeth  Dorcas,  who  married,  firstDr,  Nh.  Fulton  Miller,  and, 
second,  William  Harvey:  Nancv  Miriam,  who  married  Thos.  J.  Ford:  Thos.  B. 
May,  who  married  Florence  Runyon,  and  Wn.  R.  May,  who  married  Eliza  Runyon. 
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g  to  r  j  r  lit. : 

icr  flay  Williams  Taylor  and  daughter  Jane  Lee  Taylor,  !ier  motlier,  Fannie 
h  /on  Williams,  and  her  maternal  grandmother,  Esther  Jane  Bevins  Runyon  (seated). 


STEAMER  CANDO  LEAVING  WHARF.  PIKEVILLE,  KY. 


The  Family  of  Cynthia  Mav  and  Ulysses  Kinlev  Williams 


Cvnthia  May,  the  eldest  of  the  eight  children  of  Elizabeth  Margery  Lesley 
md  Thomas  Patton  May,  was  born  in  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  on  July  4,  1843.  She 
/as  married  on  March  5,  1879,  to  Ulysses  Kinlev  Williams,  son  of  William  Williams 
md  Selby  Sword. 

Mr.  Williams'  paternal  grandparents  were  William  Williams,  Sr.  and  Trammell, 
'illiam  Williams,  the  father  of  U.  K.  Williams,  was  born  October  8,1827,  and  died 
loveraber  22,  1894.  Hi s  wife,  Selby  Sword,  was  born  September  22,  1826,  and  died 
eptember  3,  1883.  They  were  married  March  28,  1848.  One  William  Williams,  who 
as  born  in  1731  in  Lebanon,  Conn,  was  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
e  died  in  1811.  It  is  understood  that  the  Williams  family  who  are  the  subject 
f  this  sketch  were  directly  descended  from  this  signer.  They  came  to  Eastern 
entucky  from  Virginia.  One  of  the  Williams  ancestors  was  a  member  of  the  House 
f  Burgesses  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  U.  K.  Williams  resided  for  the  greater  part  of  their  lives  in 
ikeville,  Kentucky.  He  was  a  successful  business  man  —  a  merchant  and  a  real 
state  operator.  Mr.  Williams  was  a  man  of  strong  character  and  was  very  much 
nterested  in  education,  both  public  and  private.  He  was  one  of  the  founders 
nd  trustees  of  the  Pikeville  Collegiate  Institute  which  was  later  known  as 
ikeville  Academy,  and  still  later  as  Pikeville  College.  He  was  one  of  the 
Dunders  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Pikeville,  and  was  a  prominent  Mason. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  two  boys  and  two 
iris.  The  youngest,  Dollie  Williams,  was  born  May  28,  1888,  and  died  at  birth, 
rs.  Williams  was  in  her  91st  year  when  she  died  on  January  17,  1933.  Her  hus- 
ind  died  on  November  9,  1934,  at  Lexington,  Kentucky.  Both  are  buried  in  the 
imily  plot  at  Pikeville,  Kentucky. 

ithonv  Rolland  Williams  and  Fannie  Runyon 

Anthony  Rolland  Williams  was  born  in  Pikeville,  Pike  County,  Kentucky, 
l  February  9,  1831.  He  was  educated  in  the  Pikeville  Academy,  (now  Pikeville 
liege),  and  also  graduated  from  military  school  at  Valparaiso,  Indiana.  He 
ter  acquired  a  Pharmacist's  degree  from  the  Ada  School  of  Pharmacy,  Ada,  Ohio. 

On  March  18,  1903  Anthony  R.  Williams  was  married  at  Catlettsburg,  Kentucky, 
Fannie  Runvon. daughter  of  Lewis  Runyon  and  Esther  Jane  (Easter)  Bevins,  of 
Ikeville,  Kentucky.  They  were  childhood  sweethearts.  Their  only  child  was 
■ther  Mav  Williams,  born  March  14,  1907,  at  Pikeville. 

The  family  resided  in  Pikeville,  where  Mr.  Williams  was  in  the  drug  busi- 
iss,  having  established  the  first  drugstore  in  that  area.  He  was  a  leader  in 
<vic  activity,  promoted  many  "firsts"  ,  and  worked  very  hard  to  make  his  dreams 
Jr  the  town  materialize.  He  was  instrumental  in  securing  a  German  violin 
lacher  and  in  forming  an  orchestra  in  the  town.  He  was  a  staunch  supporter  of 
la  Presbyterian  church,  was  deeply  religious,  and  was  affectionately  known  as 
'  Bacon". 

Mr.  Williams  attained  high  honors  in  the  Masonic  order,  and  was  a  33  degree 
>;on  in  a  day  when  few  achieved  that  honor.  He  possessed  a  remarkably  photo- 
cjphic  memory  and  could  repeat  any  masonic  service  without  resort  to  the 
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printed  manual.  He  was  Worthy  Grand  Patron  and  his  wife  was  Worthy  Grand  Matrc 
of  the  Anna  0.  Young  Chapter  of  Eastern  Star  at  Pikeville,  at  the  same  time.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a  state  officer  and  in  line  for  national  honors  ar 
recognition  of  his  outstanding  work  in  Masonry. 

Mr.  Williams  was  admitted  to  the  bar  but  never  practiced  law.  He  was  a  v< 
friendly  man  and  made  friends  easily,  and  kept  them.  He  loved  people  in  gener; 
and  was  proud  of  his  family,  who  were  of  pioneer  stock  on  both  sides  and  were 
among  the  early  settlers  who  came  from  Virginia  to  Eastern  Kentucky.  One  of  hi 
Williams'  ancestors  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Burgesses  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Williams  died  at  only  36  years  of  age  on  March  26,  1913,  at  Pikeville, 
Kentucky,  and  is  buried  in  the  family  plot,  at  Pikeville.  His  widow  carried  oi 
his  drug  store  business  (The  New  Drug  Store)  at  a  time  when  it  was  unusual  for 
a  lady  to  work  other  than  to  teach  school.  Her  husband's  many  associates  from 
far  and  near  gave  their  support  and  advice.  She  was  successful  in  this  enter¬ 
prise  and  built  and  operated  the  Hotel  Anthony  (named  for  Mr.  Williams).  She 
was  the  first  and  only  woman  to  hold  the  office  of  Postmaster  in  Pikeville. 

She  was  appointed  by  President  Harding.  Mrs.  Williams  later  married  again  and 
is  now  Mrs.  Guy  H.  Hamilton,  and  lives  in  Cambridge  City,  Indiana. 

Esther  May  Williams  was  born  March  14,  1907,  at  Pikeville,  Kentucky. 
She  was  educated  at  Pikeville  Academy,  and  Pikeville  College,  as  it  was  later 
known.  She  also  attended  Columbia  College,  New  York  City. 

Esther  May  was  the  second  woman  to  be  named  a  "Kentucky  Colonel",  this 
honor  being  bestowed  upon  her  in  1927  by  Governor  Sampson.  Twenty  years  later 
her  only  daughter,  Jane  Lee  Taylor,  received  the  same  title,  conveyed  by  Gov¬ 
ernor  Wetherby.  This  is  an  honorary  title  which  may  be  given  by  the  Governor 
of  the  State  as  he  so  wishes.  Esther  May  feels  that  the  honor  came  to  her  in 
recognition  of  what  the  Williams  men  of  the  family  had  done  for  Kentucky,  and 
was  given  to  her  because  her  father,  A.  R.  Williams,  did  not  have  a  son.  Her 
mother,  too,  was  well  known  in  political  circles  and  was  very  active  in  such 
organizations  as  the  Eastern  Star,  D.A.R.  and  Daughters  of  the  Colonists.  She 
thinks  the  honor  may  have  come  to  her  daughter  because  she,  Esther,  always 
took  an  active  part  in  any  organization  of  Kentuckians  whereever  she  might  be 
living.  For  example,  in  New  York  City,  the  Society  of  Kentucky  Women;  in 
Atlanta,  she  was  President  of  the  Kentucky  Club  of  Atlanta,  and  was  a  director 
on  the  board  for  the  duration  of  her  11-year  residence  there.  And  Jane,  al¬ 
though  she  was  born  in  New  York,  is  a  true  daughter  of  Kentucky.  Esther  May 
is  an  active  member  of  D.A.R.  and  has  belonged  to  chapters  in  the  various  citi- 
where  she  has  lived.  Jane  Lee  is  active  in  the  C.A.R. 

Esther  May  Williams  and  Murray  C.  Taylor,  of  Alabama,  were  married  on  May 
25,  1927,  at  Pikeville,  Kentucky.  Mr.  Taylor  is  the  son  of  Robert  Lee  Taylor 
and  Elizabetli  Rowland  Shackelford,  of  Fayette  County,  Alabama,  whose  parents 
came  from  Rowan  Ccunty,  North  Carolina.  The  Taylors  are  of  Irish  and  English 
descent  and  their  ancestors  served  in  the  Revolution.  Mr.  Murray  C.  Taylor 
is  a  graduate  of  Alabama  Polytechnic  (nationally  known  as  "Auburn").  He 
majored  in  Engineering  and  received  all  school  and  national  honors  in  this 
subject.  He  is  a  Phi  Beta  Kappa.  He  received  a  B.S.  degree  in  Engineering 
in  1923  —  the  top  of  his  class. 

Mr.  Taylor's  work  has  been  of  such  a  nature  that  the  family  has  traveled 
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much  and  resided  in  various  cities,  including  New  York  City,  Atlanta,  Georgia, 
and  they  now  reside  in  Cincinnati,  to  which  city  they  came  recently  from  At¬ 
lanta  where  they  resided  for  11  years.  His  position  is  now  Area  Chief  En¬ 
gineer  for  Buildings  and  Equipment  for  the  Central  Area,  American  Telephone  & 
Telegraph  Company.  Among  his  responsibilities  are  the  radio  relay  systems, 

T.V.  circuits,  and  so  on. 

The  only  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor,  Jane  Lee  Taylor,  was  born  October 
6,  1935,  in  New  York  City.  She  is  now  in  her  3rd  or  Junior  year  at  Vanderbilt 
University,  Nashville,  Tennessee.  The  fields  in  which  she  is  specializing  are: 
Business  Administration;  English  Literature;  Psychology;  Economics;  and  Account¬ 
ing.  She  excels  in  Mathematics;  likes  all  sports  and  plays  them  well. 

Ira  May  Williams  and  Anna  Espev 

Ira  May  Williams  was  born  September  21,  1882,  in  Pikeville,  Ky.  He  at¬ 
tended  school  at  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  and  also  the  Cincinnati  School  of  Dentis¬ 
try  from  which  he  graduated.  He  practiced  dentistry  in  Pikeville.  He  was  of 
a  more  quiet  nature  than  his  brother  but  had  many  friends. 

On  October  28,  1918,  Ira  May  Williams  and  Anna  Espev  were  married.  There 
were  no  children  by  this  marriage  but  an  adopted  son,  Edward  J.  Williams,  is 
now  with  the  Boyd  County  Health  Department,  and  lives  in  Hillendale,  a  suburb 
of  Ashland,  Kentucky.  Ira  May  Williams  died  on  September  20,  1932,  and  is 
buried  in  the  family  plot  in  Pikeville.  His  widow  remarried  and  is  now  Mrs. 
Harry  Flint,  and  lives  at  Burkesville,  Kentucky. 


Ira  May  Williams  on  Big  Sandy  River 
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The  Family  of  Sarah  Leslie  Williams  and  John  Flemon  Justice 


Sarah  Leslie  Williams,  the  daughter  of  Cynthia  May  and  Ulysses  Kinley 
Williams,  was  born  on  Little  Creek,  Pike  County,  on  June  11,  1884.  She  mar¬ 
ried  John  Flemon  Justice  on  February  19,  1902  at  Pikeville,  Ky.  Her  husband 
was  born  April  20,  1871,  at  Sutton,  Ky.  He  was  the  son  of  James  Apperson 
Justice,  and  Elizabeth  Charles. 

Sarah  died  at  Spokane,  Washington,  on  Dec.  20,  1942.  Her  husband  died 
at  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado,  on  November  28,  1951.  Both  are  buried  in  the 
Justice  Cemetery  near  Millard,  Ky.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children: 

Pansv  Justice  was  born  October  14,  1903.  She  was  married  at  Pike¬ 
ville,  Ky. ,  on  January  7,  1922  to  Anderson  Lee  Miller,  of  Martha,  Ky. ,  son  of 
Peter  Crockett  Miller  and  Hannah  Margaret  Gambell.  Her  husband  was  born  Septem¬ 
ber  6,1899. 


They  have  one  daughter  Margaret  Jean  Miller  who  was  born  Septem¬ 
ber  12,  1922,  at  Ashland,  Kentucky.  She  was  married  at  Wenatchee, Wash. ,  in 
1942  to  Edward  Jordan.  They  have  three  or  four  children:  Ronald  Lee  Jordan, 
born  July  19,  1943;  Richard  Dean  Jordan,  born  February  9,  1946;  John  Randall 
Jordan,  born  June  25,  1950;  and  another  child  whose  name  and  birthdate  was  un¬ 
known  by  the  informant.  The  Jordan's  live  in  Waterville,  Washington.  Mrs. 
Pansy  Miller  lives  in  Wenatchee,  Washington. 

Cynthia  May  Justice  was  born  June  18,  1905,  in  Pikeville,  Ky.  She 
has  never  married.  She  is  a  beautician  and  lives  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado. 

John  Frank  Justice,  or  "Jack"  as  he  is  known,  was  born  September  15, 
1906,  at  Hellier,  Pike  Co.,  Ky.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Ashland  and 
Pikeville  and  also  had  one  year  at  "Holy  Family"  school.  He  also  had  3  years 
of  college  work  at  Pikeville  College. 

At  the  age  of  17,  Jack  began  working  for  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad 
and  has  remained  with  the  road  since  that  time.  He  is  an  engineer  on  the  Big 
Sandy  line. 

Jack  Justice  and  Frances  Quillen  were  married  at  Ironton,  Ohio,  on  January 
16,  1924.  Her  parents  are  Frederick  W.  Quillen  and  Carrie  L.  Staton  Quillen, 
and  her  paternal  grandparents  were  Roll  Quillen  and  Fanny  Alley  Quillen.  Her 
maternal  grandparents  were  William  Blankenship  and  Miriam  Hood  Blankenship. 

The  last  named  is  said  to  have  been  a  descendant  of  Daniel  Boone.  Frances 
Quillen  Justice  was  born  September  9,  1906.  The  Jack  Justices  have  two  chil¬ 
dren,  and  are  the  grandparents  of  three. 

John  Frederick  Justice,  son  of  John  Frank  Justice  and  Frances 
Quillen,  born  Nov.  3,  1924.  Attended  two  years  of  high  school  and  at  18  years 
of  age  went  into  the  Army.  He  was  with  the  5th  Army  Infantry  in  Italy,  was 
wounded  and  lost  one  eye.  He  was  awarded  the  Purple  Heart  and  One  Star.  He 
lives  in  Ashland,  Ky.  and  has  been  employed  as  an  automobile  mechanic.  John 
Frederick  has  recently  gone  into  body  repair  and  painting  business  for  himself, 
having  taken  a  course  under  the  G.  I.  Bill  to  learn  the  trade. 
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John  Frederick  Justice  married  Helen  Drvant.  daughter  of  Arthur  Bryant 
and  Hazel  Brown  Bryant  on  February  17,  1944,  They  have  three  children,  all 
born  in  Ashland,  Ky„ :  Robert  Justice,  born  Feb.  20,  1946;  Helen  Frances  Justice, 
born  Aug.  7,  1947;  and  Danny  Jean  Justice,  born  July  21,  1949. 

Bobbie  Lou  Justice  was  born  Sept.  15,1929  and  was  educated  in 
Ashland  Schools.  She  was  unable  to  finish  high  school  because  of  her  mother's 
illness  during  World  War  II. 

Bobbie  Lou  was  married  on  April  9,  1945  to  James  E.  Sturgill,  son  of  Clancy 
Sturgill  and  Edith  Lee  Sturgill  of  Ashland.  Her  husband  was  in  the  U.  S.  Navy, 
assigned  to  U.S.  S.  Zieland,  a  Transport.  He  served  in  the  Pacific  area,  and 
left  the  service  in  Aug.  1944.  They  now  live  in  San  Francisco,  California. 

He  is  assistant  manager  of  a  Ford  Garage  in  Oakland,  California.  They  have 
recently  moved  into  a  new  home.  They  have  no  children. 

Irene  Justice  was  born  September  21,  1908,  at  Edgewood,  Hell ier, Ken¬ 
tucky.  She  was  killed  by  a  horse  after  being  thrown  from  a  buggy  just  a  few 
days  before  her  sixth  birthday.  She  died  September  10,  1914. 

Ira  Mason  Justice  was  born  in  Pikeville,  Ky.  on  August  31,1915.  He 
was  married  at  Clovis,  New  Mexico,  in  1935  to  Violet  Charlotte  Manaque.  They 
have  four  children:  Charlotte  Rae  Justice,  born  October  11,  1934;  Richard  John 
Justice,  born  November  30,  1938;  Belle  Justice,  born  March  8,  1941;  and  Ginger 
(girl)  Justice,  born  January  2,  1949. 
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Based  on  Letters 
From  Their  Daughter 
Margery  May  Looney 
Salem,  Oregon 


Allen  J.  May  was  the  second  child  and  the  eldest  son  of  Thomas  Patton  May 
and  Elizabeth  Margery  Lesley.  He  was  born  September  8,  1845,  in  Pike  County, 
Kentucky.  He  was  a  teen-ager  during  the  Civil  War  in  Kentucky,  a  border  state 
which  was  overrun  by  both  armies.  He  saw  their  cattle  killed  and  left  exposed 
to  the  elements  and  the  carrion-crows;  he  saw  beehives  destroyed;  and  riding 
horses  taken. 


Allen  Jenkins  May  was  compelled  to  guide  a  Union  detachment  through  the 
mountain  passes.  When  he  was  released  by  the  Northern  soldiers,  he  was  pressed 
into  the  same  service  by  the  Confederates. 

There  were  no  schools  in  the  county  during  the  war,  so  that  children  de¬ 
pended  upon  their  homes  for  instruction.  Allen  May  was  fortunate  in  that  his 
parents  and  grandparents  were  great  readers.  The  latter  —  Allen  and  Elizabeth 
Bennett  Lesley  —  were  available  in  the  home  to  help  him.  His  father  was  a 
busy  minister  and  his  mother  of  course  had  household  duties  and  a  large  family 
which  took  up  a  great  deal  of  her  time.  He  inherited  from  them  all  a  love  of 
books  and  reading. 

During  the  late  1860's,  after  the  War  was  over,  Allen  May  spent  a  year  in 
Wisconsin  with  his  uncle,  Colonel  Rueben  May;  and  also  a  year  in  Missouri  at 
the  home  of  Harvey  May. 

Allen  Jenkins  May  and  Malinda  Bennett  were  married  on  March  9,  1873,  at 
Portsmouth,  Ohio.  Malinda  was  born  in  Scioto  County,  Ohio,  on  December  7,  1844, 
She  had  come  to  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  to  visit  her  aunt,  Elizabeth  Bennett  Les¬ 
ley,  who  was  Allen  May’s  maternal  grandmother. 

To  reach  her  aunt's  home  on  John's  Creek,  Malinda  came  by  boat  up  the  Big 
Sandy  River  to  the  mouth  of  Cowpen  Creek,  where  a  grandson  of  her  aunt  lived. 
This  was  Amos  Polk  Lesley,  a  son  of  James  Harvey  Lesley,  and  thus  a  cousin  of 
Allen  May.  At  that  place  she  engaged  a  boy  to  carry  her  hat  box  and  other 
baggage  to  the  Harvey  Lesley  home  on  Caney  Creek,  which  was  eight  or  nine  miles 
over  the  mountain  by  footpath.  Three  miles  further  up  John's  Creek  was  the 
home  of  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Allen  Lesley.  Malinda  Bennett  was  a  teacher  and  became 
one  of  the  instructors  in  the  first  Teachers  Institute  held  in  Pike  County. 


1  The  spelling  given  in  the  Family  Bible  in  recording  her  birth,  marriage  and 
death  is  "Bennette".  However,  her  calling  cards  and  her  teacher's  certificate 
use  the  spelling,  "Bennett",  as  is  used  by  the  Ohio  branch  of  the  family  of 
which  she  was  a  member,  as  was  her  husband’s  grandmother ' who  was  Malinda’s  aunt, 
Just  when  or  why  the  e  was  added  is  not  known.  They  are  not  French,  but  of 
English,  descent.  Her  mother  was  a  "Boiler",  which  is  Dutch. 
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Off  to  Oregon  by  Boat.  Train  and  Boat 

A  Contrast  with  the  "Covered  Wagons" 

of  the  Forty-Niners,  as  well  as  with 

Airliners  and  the  20th  Century  Train 

The  young  bride  and  groom  were  adventurous.  Rather  than  the  fine  farm 
offered  by  their  parents,  they  accepted  instead  $1,200  in  greenbacks,  and  start¬ 
ed  for  Oregon.  They  traveled  by  many  different  means,  the  boat  from  Pike  County 
to  Portsmouth;  thence  by  train  to  San  Francisco  via  ftnaha  Nebraska.  When  they 
started  down  the  western  slopes  of  the  Rockies  by  train  they  were  allowed  only 
100  pounds  of  baggage  on  their  tickets.  Ten  cents  a  pound  was  charged  for  the 
extra  books  and  other  things  from  Omaha  to  San  Francisco.  From  San  Francisco 
to  Portland,  they  chose  the  boat  again,  rather  than  attempt  the  day-and-night 
stage  over  the  mountain  trails  of  northern  California  and  southern  Oregon. 

It  cost  them  $500  from  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  to  Oregon.  Seventy-five  dollars 
was  for  books,  and  the  sewing  machine  head  which  was  15  cents  a  pound  from  Omaha, 
Nebraska.  Their  $1,200  was  worth  only  $900  in  Oregon,  which  was  on  the  gold 
standard.  Prices  of  meat  in  Oregon  were  five  cents  per  lb.  for  beef;  seven  cents 
for  pork;  bear  meat  was  10  cents;  and  venison  was  11  cents  per  pound.  It  cost 
$3  a  month  to  live,  including  rent,  wood,  and  food.  A  cow  and  calf  cost  $18.00. 

After  a  year  in  Salem,  Mr.  May  bought  158  acres  of  land  for  $406.  It  was 
part  swamp  and  peat  bog.  Land  now  sells  for  from  $400  to  $2,000  per  acre.  The 
trees  were  175-200  feet  tall  and  5-3  feet  in  diameter.  These  were  burned  down 
to  clear  the  land.  The  underbrush  was  of  hazel  nut  trees  and  fern  as  tall  as  a 
man.  Chinese  were  hired  to  grub  the  underbrush.  They  were  hired  in  groups  from 
the  "boss  man".  Plowing  was  done  by  oxen,  several  yoke  to  each  plow. 

Allen  May  and  wife  were  leaders  in  community  life  and  in  developing  church, 
school,  roads,  and  recreation.  Mrs.  May  taught  in  a  schoolhouse  made  of  slabs. 
Her  remuneration  was  $16  for  26  days.  A  $93,000  school  "plant"  now  occupies  the 
site. 


The  Mays  found  that  there  were  more  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  Scotch-Irish 
folk  in  Oregon  than  all  others  combined.  So,  the  Scotch-Irish  ran  things  to 
suit  themselves,  for  awhile  at  least.  They  even  threatened  to  secede  from  the 
Union.' 

Mrs.  May  died  in  1883  after  only  ten  years  of  married  life,  and  at  the 
early  age  of  38  years.  As  expressed  by  her  daughter:  "Only  38,  but  she  lived 
more  in  those  few  years  than  some  do  in  twice  that  time  and  more.  Life  needs 
width  and  depth  as  well  as  length.  She  was  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her." 

It  is  thought  that  the  father  of  Malinda  Bennett  was  Thos.  I.  Bennett, whose 
wife  was  named  Margaret  .  He  was  a  fanner  and  lived  in  Madison  Township 

(Nairn  P.0. )  in  Scioto  County,  Ohio.  Malinda  was  the  eldest  of  the  children. 
Then  came  Nancy,  who  was  also  a  school  teacher,  and  Thos.  I.,  Joseph,  Margaret, 
and  Rollie  E.  Bennett.  (Source:  U.S.  Census:  1870, Vol.51:Beginning  page  438). 
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The  Family  of  Allen  J.  May  and  Maiinda  Bennett 


Two  children  were  born  to  Allen  and  Maiinda  May:  Chadwick  Leslie  May,  born 
on  April  3,  1874;  and  Margery  May,  born  on  April  9,  1878.  Both  were  born  at 
Salem,  Oregon. 

Soon  after  their  mother’s  death,  their  father  took  the  children  to  Kentucky 
for  a  time.  Margery  was  only  five  and  Chad  was  nine  years  of  age.  Th^were 
there  from  1883  until  1892.  While  in  Kentucky  Mr.  May  married  a  second  time. 

His  wife  was  Sarah  E.  Walker,  of  Pike  County.  She  was  born  September  5,  1868. 
They  were  married  on  May  27,  1885,  by  Reverend  M.  Bevins  and  were  planning  to 
return  to  Oregon  where  Mr.  May  had  had  his  farm,  but  Sarah  died  of  typhoid 
fever  a  few  months  after  marriage.  She  was  just  past  17  years  of  age  at  her 
death. 

In  1888,  Allen  May  bought  a  tract  of  1,800  acres  of  land  on  Robinson  Creek, 
Pike  County,  Kentucky.  This  was  a  part  of  his  father,  Thomas  Patton  May’s  farm. 
He  soon  sold  it,  however,  and  returned  to  Oregon  in  1892,  and  bought  a  part  of 
the  farm  he  had  formerly  owned. 

Four  years  after  returning  to  Oregon  Mr.  May  married  a  third  time.  His 
wife  was  Roxy  Ann  Gilbert,  a  widow  with  several  children.  There  were  no  chil¬ 
dren  by  this  marriage.  They  were  married  in  March  1896  and  the  marriage  was 
dissolved  in  1910,  the  wife  resuming  her  former  name  of  Gilbert. 

Mr.  May  died  at  Salem,  Oregon,  on  June  18,  1921,  and  is  buried  beside  his 
first  wife  in  the  Lee  Mission  Cemetery  at  Salem.  Many  early  missionaries  are 
buried  there. 

Chadwick  Leslie  May  and 

his  sister.  Margery  May. 

When  "Chad”  was  22  years  of  age  and  Margery  was  18  years  old,  they  returned 
to  Kentucky  for  a  time.  This  was  in  1896  just  after  Mr.  May  married  his  third 
wife.  They  made  two  trips  in  the  ensuing  four  years,  returning  to  Oregon  in 
1898,  and  back  again  to  Kentucky,  and  then  finally  returning  to  Oregon,  Chad 
in  1900,  and  Margery  in  1901,  after  attending  school  in  Richlands,  Virginia, 
for  a  school  year. 

They  both  taught  school  in  Pike  County,  Kentucky.  In  Oregon,  Chad  taught 
school  and  also  gave  much  time  to  a  country  church.  He  was  a  man  of  ability 
and  would  have  achieved  success  as  a  teacher  had  he  not  been  a  victim  of  tuber¬ 
culosis.  He  died  at  just  past  the  age  of  33  years,  on  March  25,  1908.  Chad 
loved  the  summers  in  Oregon  and  had  hoped  to  live  through  "just  one  more  sum¬ 
mer."  He  never  married. 

Some  Childhood  Memories  of  Kentucky 

During  that  first  visit  to  Kentucky,  the  Mays  spent  practically  nine  years 
among  the  various  homes.  Margery  grew  from  a  child  of  five  to  a  young  lady  of 
14  summers.  She  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  at  the  home  of  her  Uncle  Harvey 
Lesley  who  was  the  only  brother  of  her  Grandmother  Margery  May. 
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Their  Great  Grandfather  Allen  Lesley  had  died  a  few  years  before  and 
’’Grandmother  Betsy"  was  living  at  that  time  with  her  son  Harvey  Lesley. 

She  was  also  "Great  Aunt”  to  Margery  (through  her  mother),  but  no  one  then 
mentioned  the  dual  relationship  and  not  until  rather  recently  has  Margery 
realized  that  she  was  related  to  her  through  both  her  parents. 

Grandmother  Margery  Lesley  May  was  "a  little  lady.  She  read  much.  She 
was  schooled  in  a  log  building  with  a  dirt  floor.  Yet,  I  wished  some  modern 
women  were  hal f  the  woman  Grandmother  Margery  was,"  says  Margery,  her  namesake. 

At  her  Uncle  Harvey’s  Margery's  chum  was  Ann  Lesley,  Uncle  Harvey's 
youngest  daughter.  Then,  there  was  Linda,  Ann's  half  sister  who  was  the  youngest 
of  Uncle  Harvey's  first  family.  She  was  named  for  Margery's  mother.  One  day 
her  mother  took  her  to  where  Malinda  Bennett  was  having  "Last  Day  of  School", 
and  they  had  a  tintype  made  of  Baby  Linda.  This  Malinda  Bennett  had  made  into 
'a  photograph.  (After  Mr.  May  died,  Margery  sent  this  photograph  to  her  Cousin 
Linda  who  was  then  Mrs.  Linda  L.  Hatcher.  ) 

Margery  remembers  that  at  Christmas  time.  Uncle  Harvey  Lesley  and  her 
lunt  Mary  Denton's  husband,  and  others  in  the  community,  had  a  big  fox  hunt, 
which  was  quite  an  event.  They  had  rival  hound  dogs  —  each  the  most  wonderful 
in  the  world. 

,ater  Visits  Far  Apart 
Jifficult  to  Keep  Contact 

During  her  visits  in  Kentucky  Margery  spent  some  time  also  with  her  Aunt 
tlary  Denton,  and  also  with  some  cousins,  the  family  of  Sparrel  B.  Leslie.  She 
remembers  that  her  cousin,  Sarah  Williams  was  married  while  she  (Margery)  was 
in  Richlands  during  her  second  visit,  but  lost  track  of  that  family  after  that. 

She  also  remembers  her  cousin  Ingram  Leslie,  and  his  father,  John  B.  Leslie 
vho  had  Daniel  Boone's  powder  horn.  This  interested  Margery  because  Oregon  and 
(entucky  are  closely  related  in  the  matter  of  early  settlers.  Daniel  Boone's 
granddaughter,  Cliloe,  who  was  an  early  teacher  in  Oregon,  and  became  the  wife 

the  first  territorial  governor  of  Oregon,  is  authority  for  the  statement  t  at 
er  grandfather's  compass  was  lost  in  the  river  in  southern  Oregon. 

Margery's  last  visit  to  Kentucky  was  in  1931  when  her  eldest  son,  Guy,  was 
.7.  He  took  his  chum  with  him.  His  name  was  Clemens  and  he  was  a  relative  of 
lark  Twain.  They  were  on  the  go  all  the  time  and  so  Margery  did  not  get  to 
•enew  many  acquaintances  nor  visit  around  among  all  the  relatives  as  much  as 
;he  would  have  liked. 

largerv  Trains  for  Deaconess  and  Gets  Married 

After  returning  to  Oregon  Margery  was  trained  for  the  work  of  Deaconess 
n  the  United  Brethern  Church.  This  position  is  now  classed  as  Assistant  Pastor. 

In  October  25,  1910,  she  was  married  to  Guy  Gilbert  Looney,  a  farmer.  They  have 
wo  sons,  Guv  Allen  Looney,  who  was  born  on  May  12,  1912;  and  Glen  May  Looney, 
iho  was  born  on  June  2,  1915.  They  are  both  married  and  between  them  have  eight 
hildren,  including  a  little  daughter  of  Guy's  wife  by  a  former  marriage  whom 
e  has  adopted  as  his  own. 
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On  the  farm,  they  lived  in  a  fi ve  -  bedroom0 house  which  could  accomodate 
up  to  18  over-night  guests.  One  recollection  of  that  farm  is  a  grape  vine 
which  bore  a  ton  of  grapes.  It  was  60  inches  in  circumference  at  its  base. 
Years  ago  they  moved  out  under  the  big  grapevine;  they  took  their  beds  and 
plenty  of  blankets  —  until  the  earwigs  (nasty  bugs)  became  too  numerous. 

Sometimes  they  would  take  the  family  camping  in  the  hills  —  including 
the  baby  2  3/4  months  old  -  they  took  baby  bed,  buggy,  wash  boiler  and  tub, 
also.  People  row  boats  on  the  Willamette  River,  picnic,  have  barbecues  in 
back  yards,  swim  when  the  sun  shines,  live  outside,  fish  up  the  mountains  on 
the  coast,  ski  on  Mt.  Hood,  cold  or  no  cold.  With  the  present  highway  the 
coast  is  only  two  or  three  hours  away.  It  was  2  1/2  or  3  days  by  horse  and 
buggy;  or  rather  wagon,  as  they  took  food  and  tent  in  those  days.  Margery's 
children  have  grown  up  in  Oregon  so  far  away;  her  people  are  just  historical 
facts  to  them. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Looney  are  living  in  a  small  house  in  Salem.  He  is  82 
years  of  age.  For  20  years  she  has  written  for  the  local  daily  papers. 

Guv  Allen  Looney  studied  medicine  but  had  an  automobile  accident 
in  1936  which  made  it  necessary  to  discontinue  these  studies.  He  farmed  for 
some  years  and  later  was  employed  at  Ventura,  California,  by  an  eastern  seed 
company.  He  is  now  teaching,  having  graduated  from  Oregon  College  of  Education, 
His  home  is  in  Salem.  He  was  married,  first,  to  June  Pearson,  of  Portland, 
Oregon.  They  were  married  in  August  1937,  at  Portland,  Multanomah  County. 

Their  son,  Wesley  Allen  Looney,  was  born  on  September  21,  1938,  at  Salem. 

He  makes  his  home  with  his  mother. 

Guy  Allen  Looney  was  married  on  December  24,  1943,  at  Salem,  Oregon,  to 
Mrs.  Marceil  Zemek.  She  was  a  graduate  in  Journalism  at  the  Oregon  State  Colleg< 
and  was  a  classmate  of  Guy's.  She  has  a  daughter,  Diane,  born  October  23,  1938, 
who  has  been  adopted  by  Guy  Looney,  and  given  his  name.  They  have  three  little 
girls:  Nicala  Looney,  born  September  25,  1945,  at  Salem;  Kristi  LavannILooney 
born  February  7,  1948,  at  Ventura,  California;  and  Cecily  Looney,  a  redhead, 
born  May  22,  1955.  Kristi's  name  was  to  have  been  Christopher  had  she  been 
a  boy.  The  Lavann  is  for  her  maternal  grandmother. 

Glen  May  Looney  was  born  at  Salem  Oregon,  on  June  2,  1915.  He  was 
married  to  Marvel  Louise  Winkler,  of  Taber,  Alberta,  Canada.  They  were  mar¬ 
ried  at  Amboy,  Washington,  on  July  5,  1938,  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Wortman.  Marvel  was 
born  September  15,1915. 

The  Glen  Looney's  give  much  time  to  church  and  school  activities,  as  well 
as  to  other  community  interests.  Their  three  children  were  all  born  in  Marion 
County,  Oregon,  near  Salem.  They  are:  Mary  Ann  Looney,  born  January  23,  1940; 
Wayne  Alvin  Looney,  born  December  20,  1943;  and  Walter  Gilbert  Looney,  born 
December  7,  1944.  The  fourth  child,  Karen  Louise  Looney. was  born  Oct.  28,1955. 

The  Glen  Looneys  are  now  living  at  the  old  May  farm  near  Salem,  and  Glen 
is  quite  a  substantial  and  responsible  fanner.  Just  recently,  his  modern 
dairy  barn  and  other  barns  were  destroyed  by  fire.  He  does  general  farming, 
too,  and  strawberries  and  boysenberries  are  also  grown  there. 
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The  Family  of  Marv  Florence  May  and  Bert  Rinqo  Denton 


Marv  Florence  May  was  born  April  7,  1848  in  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  Elizabeth  Margery  Lesley  and  Thomas  Patton  May,  She  was  married 
on  April  22,  1869  at  John,  Ky.  to  Bert  Rinqo  Denton  formerly  of  Hillsboro, Flem¬ 
ing  County,  Ky. 

Mr.  Denton  was  a  farmer.  They  made  their  home  in  Pike  County  until  1926 
when  they  removed  to  Fleming  County  with  their  daughter  Sara  and  her  husband, 

John  R.  Bevins.  Mr.  Denton  died  on  January  23,  1926  and  Mrs.  Denton  died  on 
July  20,1933.  Both  are  buried  in  the  Elizaville  Cemetery  in  Fleming  County. 

The  Bert  Dentons  had  five  children,  three  of  whom  died  in  their  youth.  These 
three  were: 

Duanah  Denton  was  born  April  19,  1870  and  died  of  typhoid  as  a  young 
woman.  Her  death  occurred  on  February  8,  1887.  James  (Jim)  Denton  was  born 
October  15,  1871,  and  died  of  typhoid  on  August  17,  1886.  Elizabeth  A.  Denton, 
born  July  28,  1878,  was  the  youngest  child.  She  died  July  14,  1879.  These  three 
are  all  buried  in  the  family  plot  on  John's  Creek. 

Sarah  Narcissa  Denton  and  John  R.  Bevins 

Sarah  Narcissa  Denton  was  born  March  18,  1873  and  was  married  to  John  R. 

Bevins  on  April  5,  1893.  They  lived  with  her  parents  in  Pike  County,  Ky.  until 
1926  when  they  moved  to  Fleming  County.  They  resided  at  Flemingsburg,  Ky.  Her 
husband,  who  was  born  September  25,  1865,  died  on  February  23,  1926.  He  was 
a  minister.  She  died  December  24,  1949. 

Their  children:  Durward  Bevins,  born  February  16,  1894;  Clyde  Bevins,  born 
July  16,  1895;  Goble  Bevins,  born  July  12,  1900,  and  is  buried  Elizaville  Cemetery; 
Bertis  Bevins,  born  Sept.  10,  1905;  Bryan  Bevins,  born  April  25,  1897  and  lives 
at  Flemingsburg,  Kentucky;  Jim  Bevins,  born  Nov.  22,  1898,  is  a  Methodist  Preacher; 
Sdna  Bevins,  born  December  15,  1903,  married  Hobson  Dudley  who  is  a  fanner;  and 
Marv  Bevins,  born  March  14,  1902,  married  Eula  Mckee  and  live  at  Flemingsburg, Ky. 


Margery  B.  May  Looney  (about  1898) 
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Cynthia  Denton  and  Arthur  Cummings  Johnson 


Cynthia  Denton  was  born  Dec.  16,  1875  in  Pike  Co.,  Ky.  and  was  m  on  8-23, 

1891  to  Arthur  Cummings  Johnson.  They  residedon  John's  Creek  until  1902  when 
they  removed  to  Williamson,  W.  Va.  Mr.  Johnson  was  machinist  with  the  Norfolk 
and  Western  Rwy.  The  Johnson's  celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  Aniversary  in 
1941.  Mr.  Johnson  died  Dec.  16,  1943,  After  his  death  his  widow  and  two  dau. 
Helen  and  Mary,  both  unmarried  at  that  time,  removed  to  Ashland  Ky.  ,  where 
Mrs.  Johnson  resided  until  her  death  on  May  9,  1949.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson 
are  buried  in  Fairview  Cemetery  at  Williamson,  W.  Va.  Mrs.  Johnson  was  a 
Methodist.  There  were  9  children,  3  born  on  John's  Creek  and  6  younger  in  William¬ 
son. 


Fannie  Johnson  b 2-3-1893;  m  to  Edward  Stearns  Tickel  on  8-25,1916, 

Fannie  d  3-3,1945;  3  sons:  Janes  Edward  Tickle  b  5-26.1913;  attended  Morehead 
State  Teacher's  College  and  the  University  of  W  Va.  at  Morgantown;  m  Norilla 
Tavlor:  he  is  manager  of  Thetfords  Drycleaning  Estab.  in  Williamson.  Arthur 
Joseph  Tickel  b  8-3, 1920; employed  as  a  pipefitter  with  N.  &  W.  Rwy;  m  Sharlene 
Smith:  one  son,  Billy  Edward  Tickle,  b  7-20,1943.  Carl  Stearns  Tickle  b  3- 
18,1929.  is  a  grad,  of  Marshall  College,  Huntington,  W.  Va.  is  unmarried;  is  with 
U.  S.  A.  F.  in  England. 

Robert  E.  Johnson  (Bob),  b  3-9,1895,  m  May  31,  1934  to  Gertrude  Eller 
of  Clifton,  N.  C. ;  worked  as  a  mechanic  for  the  N.  6  W.  Rwy  for  30  yrs  or  more 
and  retired  because  of  ill  health.  He  moved  to  N.  C.  and  died  there  10-28,1954; 
buried  at  Clifton,  N.  C.  His  wife  b  2-23,1902;  no  children.  Mary  A.  Johnson 
b  11-18,1897;  unmarried;  she  has  continued  to  live  in  Ashland  since  her  mother's 
death  there  in  1949.  Elizabeth  May  Johnson  b  6-16,1904;  m  to  Jesse  H.  Harris  of 
Bowling  Green  Ky.  on  6-7,1925;  he  was  b  2-8,1904;  no  children;  live  in  Louisville  K) 
Thomas  Irvine  Jonnson  b  in  Williamson,  5-7,1906  and  d  2-1907;buried  on  John's  Creel 

William  York  (Bill)  Johnson  was  born  Dec.  30,  1907.  He  was  killed  in 
an  automobile  accident  on  12-16,1929;  buried  in  Fairview  Cemetery,  Williamson. 
Arthur  Johnson.  Jr.  b  3-24,1910;  m  in  1936  to  Ann  Fabian  of  Williamson;  was  killed 
in  an  explosion  of  a  bakery  where  he  was  employed  as  a  baker;  he  d  10-l,1944;no 
children,  Margaret  Helen  Johnson  b  1-27,1919;  she  taught  school  for  awhile  in 
Ashland;  ra  in  Congregational  Church  San  Francisco,  Calif,  on  6-11,1946  to  Paul 
J.  Waddle,  a  childhood  friend.  He  is  now  a  Chief  Petty  officer  in  the  U.  S.  Navy, 
stationed  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  Helen  is  teaching  there  and  taught  while  in  Calif, 
no  children.  Her  husband  was  born  in  Williamson,  W.  Va.  on  9-9,1920.  Louise 
Johnson  b  9-29,1920;  m  on  12-18,1942  at  Camp  Swift,  Texas,  to  Ralph  Altman,  of 
Johnsonville,  S.  C.  He  was  in  Engineer  Corps  in  Italy  all  during  the  fighting 
there.  He  was  a  Captain.  He  is  now  in  the  transfer  business  in  Knoxville,  Tenn; 
two  children:  Ralph  S.  Altman.  Jr.,  b  6-11,1946;  and  Ann  Cummings  Altman, 
b  12-12,1948. 
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Family  of  Sarah  May  and  T.  D.  Hurt 


Sarah  May  was  born  January  3,  1850  and  was  the  daughter  of  Margery  Lesley 
May  and  Thomas  Patton  May.  On  October  23,  1867,  she  was  married  to  T.  D.  Hurt 
at  her  home  on  John's  Creek.  Their  only  son,  Garland  Hurt,  was  born  September 
1,  1868,  at  Shelby,  Pike  County,  Ky.  His  mother  died  when  he  was  only  19  days 
af  age.  She  is  buried  in  the  Potter  Cemetery  of  Yeager,  Ky.  Garland  was  reared 
by  his  maternal  grandparents  and  was  cared  for  to  a  large  extent  by  his  "Aunt 
3etsy",  his  mother's  elder  sister,  Elizabeth  D.  May,  who  afterwards  became  Mrs. 
Tom  C.  Harvey. 

Garland  Hurt  married  Laura  B.  Fraley  on  October  17,  1889,  at  the  home 
>f  her  parents,  John  W.  Fraley  and  Ruth  Jane  Spears  McGuire  Fraley,  at  Greasy 
Jhoals  five  miles  below  Paintsville,  Johnson  County,  Kentucky.  Mr.  Hurt  event- 
lally  acquired  the  approximately  500-acre  "Home  Farm"  upon  which  his  maternal 
ancestors,  The  Lesleys,  had  settled  when  they  first  came  to  John's  Creek.  He 
las  been  a  successful  farmer  and  business  man,  and  in  1954  was  hale  and  hearty 
at  86  years  of  age,  although  confined  most  of  the  time  to  a  wheel  chair  because 
>f  a  leg  injury.  His  wife  died  on  December  5,  1941,  after  a  long  illness  during 
vhich  she  was  cared  for  in  the  home.  Their  five  children  were  all  born  at  the 
tome  in  Pike  County,  Ky. 

The  Garland  Hurt  home  is  an  extremly  hospitable  one,  and  there  is  nothing 
ae  enjoys  more  than  to  have  those  come  who  are  interested  in  the  early  days. 

!is  is  a  memory  rich  in  family  and  other  local  lore.  He  is  one  of  the  very 
‘ew  now  living  who  can  speak  from  personal  knowledge  of  the  past  generation, 
in  sight  of  his  front  porch  where  he  sits  on  good  days  is  the  grave  of  the  first 
,esley  who  was  buried  on  the  point  just  back  of  the  orchard  where  sat  the  first 
og  cabin  built  for  the  first  home  of  the  Lesleys.  In  1922  he  helped  with  the 
rection  of  the  Cement  Slab  which  marks  the  grave.  With  his  own  knife  he  cut 
he  words  and  date:"William  Robert  Leslie  1802."  In  the  garden  back  of  his 
'resent  home  are  buried  other  members  of  the  Leslie  Family,  including  Robert 
.esley  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Compton  Lesley,  Naomi  Lesley  Jackson,  their 
.laughter,  and  Martin  Lesley,  their  youngest  son  who  retained  the  homestead  un- 
il  his  death  in  1859,  and  who,  at  his  own  request  is  buried  "at  the  feet  of 
is  mother". 

The  Garland  Hurts  had  five  children:  Mabel  Lena  Hurt  who  married  J.  D.  Lacy; 
Iverett  Forest  Hurt,  who  married  Josephine  May:  Sara  Mae  Hurt,  who  married  Edgar 
loward.  first,  and  A.  B.  Howard,  second;  Joe  Hurt,  who  married  Martha  Clay  Rig- 
ins:  and  John  Thomas  Thurston  Hurt,  who  married  Shirley  Lawson. 


Mabel  Lena  Hurt,  b.  Jul.  24,  1890,  m.  J.D.  Lacy,  and  resided  at 
Salyersvi lie,  Ky.  Mabel  died  Mar.  9,  1954.  There  were  two  children: 

Chas.  Keneith  Lacy,  b.  May  4,  1916,  attended  schools  of  White 
Oak  and  Salyersville,  and  Marshall  Colleqe  at  Huntington,  W.Va.,  as  well 
as  U.  of  Ky.  at  Lexington.  He  served  6  years  in  U.S.  Air  Force  during 
W.W.II.  He  served  in  enlisted  ranks  to  Master  Sgt.,  and  in  officer  ranks 
to  Captain.  He  was  in  charge  of  enlisted  personnel  at  Hdq.  AAF.  Tech. 
Command,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  has  engaged  in  many  kinds  of  small  businesses. 
After  leaving  military  service  he  entered  the  employ  of  Nat'l  Homes 
Corporation  as  a  trainee  at  a  small  weekly  salary  and  progressed  to  the 
position  of  regional  sales  manager  for  13  southern  and  midwestern  states. 
Since  November  1954  he  has  been  a  partner  in  a  construction  company  in 
E.  St.  Louis,  Illinois.  He  is  unmarried.  He  resides  with  his  brother's 
family  at  Belleville,  Ill. 

Winsor  H.  Lacy,  b.  at  White  Oak,  Morgan  Co.,  on  Oct.  10,  1917. 
Married  Dec.  31,  1939  to  Helen  B.  Adams,  b.  1 1— 17—1917.  He  was  a  Sgt.  in 
Gen'l.  Patton's  Army  and  was  killed  near  Halle,  Germany,  on  Apr.  21,  1945, 
five  days  before  the  Armistice  was  signed.  He  was  27  years  of  age.  He 
was  buried  with  full  military  honors  in  Blue  Grass  Cemetery  at  Salyersville, 
Ky.  Services  were  conducted  by  McGoffin  Post  No.  150,  American  Legion.  His 
widow  and  children  are  living  at  Belleville,  Ill.  Their  two  children  are: 
Jerome  Pruett  Lacy,  b.  June  4,  1943;  and  Michael  Terry  Lacy,  b.  Aug.  9,  1944. 

Everett  Forest  Hurt,  b.  Sept.  1,  1895,  m.  Josephine  May,  dau.  of  L.  P. 
May,  of  Prestonburg.  He  is  a  prosperous  farmer  and  business  man  and  for 
many  years  has  assisted  his  father  in  the  management  of  the  home  place. 
Josephine  is  an  accomplished  housewife  and  a  fine  nurse.  She  is  devoted 
to  her  church  and  is  ably  assisting  in  carrying  on  the  work  begun  at  Snively 
Chapel  more  than  100  years  ago  by  both  her  own  and  her  husband's  forebears. 

Sara  Mae  Hurt,  b.  Nov.  4,  1896;  m.  first  on  Jan.  12,  1914  to  Edgar  W. 
Howard .  of  White  Oak,  Morgan  Co.,  Ky.  They  had  two  children: 

Virginia  Dare  Howard,  b.  at  White  Oak,  9-29-1914,  attended  Hazel 
Green  Academy,  and  Junior  College,  Millersburg,  Ky.  She  married  Fred  Howard 
on  Aug.  14,  1929.  Her  husband  was  born  July  6,  1906.  They  had  one  child: 
Phyllis  Ann,  b.  Apr.  8,  1930,  at  Royalton,  Magoffin  Co.,  Ky.  She  attended 
Fairfax  Hall  Jr.  College  in  Waynesboro,  Virginia,  and  also  Transylvania 
College,  Lexington,  Ky.  Phyllis  m.  11-27-1947  to  Ward  Wamble  Hogan,  of 
Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  a  Navy  Veteran  of  WWII,  also  a  graduate  of  Transylvania. 
He  is  now  teleception  manager  at  Winchester  and  they  live  in  Lexington. 

Their  children:  Celia  W.  Hogan,  b.  1-22-1949;  Julienne  Bennet  Hogan,  b. 

Mar.  23,  1950;  and  Lee  Howard  Hogan,  b.  July  27,  1952. 

Virginia  D.  Howard's  second  marriage  on  11-30-1934  was  to  Luther  G. 
Carpenter,  b.  July  24,  1915  (1917?),  at  Swampton,  Magoffin  Co.  He  attended 
Magoffin  Institute  and  Georgetown  College.  He  is  a  banker.  They  reside  at 
Salyersville.  Their  children:  Carolyn  Sue,  b.  Nov.  29,  1935;  and  Charlotte 
b.  July  12,  1937.  The  girls  attended  Margaret  Hall  in  Versailles,  Ky.,  and 
Fairfax  Hall  Jr.  College  at  Waynesboro,  Va.  Charlotte  m.  Harry  Thomas  Cooper, 
of  Paintsville,  Ky.,  on  Sept.  29,  1953.  He  was  born  July  15,  19^0  at  Pike- 
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ville,  Ky.  and  served  5  years  in  Marine  Corps  (WWII  and  Korean  War).  He 
attended  U.  of  Ky.  and  Eastern  State  Teachers  College,  and  will  teach  in 
Florida. 


Garland  Pruitt  Howard,  son  of  Sara  Mae  Hurt  and  Edgar  W.  Howard, 
b.  May  4,  1916,  at  white  Oak,  attended  Hazel  Green  Academy  and  Millersburg 
Military  Institute.  He  was  killed  Dec.  19,  1933  by  accident,  at  Sublett,  Ky. 

Sara  Mae  Hurt  Howard  married  second  to  A.B.  Howard  on  Jan.  26,  1923. 

Her  husband,  b.  11-18-1873,  died  9-12-1946. 

Joe  Hurt,  b.  Mar.  22,  1900,  at  Gulnare,  Pike  Co.,  Ky.,  graduated  from 
Pikeville  H.S.,  attended  Berea  College  and  the  U.  of  Ky.  He  was  County 
Agricultural  Agent  for  Boyd  Co.  but  is  now  a  farmer  at  Harrodsburg,  Ky.  He 
was  m.  on  June  12,  1933,  to  Martha  Clay  Riggins,  of  Casey  Co.,  Ky.,  dau.  of 
Jas.  Williams  Riggins  and  Mollie  T.  Humphrey.  She  was  born  at  Middleburg, 

Ky.  on  Dec.  11,  1905.  She  is  a  teacher  of  Home  Economics.  They  have  twin 
sons,  b.  at  Ashland,  Ky.  on  May  22,  1934.  The  twins,  Joseph  Garland  Hurt 
(Joe) ,  and  James  Riggins  Hurt  (Jim) ,  attended  elementary  schools  at  Paducah 
and  high  school  at  Harrodsburg,  and  were  both  active  in  all  phases  of  school 
life,  especially  in  music.  They  attended  the  (1.  of  Ky.  at  Lexington;  Joe 
studied  Agriculture  and  Jim,  Journalism.  Jim  is  now  director  of  the  Burgin, 

Ky.  H.S.  Band;  Joe  is  in  U.S.  Air  Force,  stationed  at  Austin,  Tex.  Joe  Hurt’s 
only  daughter  is  Martha  Ann  Hurt,  born  Apr.  18,  1939,  at  Paducah,  Ky.  She, 
too,  is  musical.  David  Allen  Hurt,  youngest  in  the  family,  was  born  Nov.  29, 
1946,  also  at  Paducah. 

John  Thomas  Thurston  Hurt,  youngest  of  the  five  children  of  Garland  and 
Laura  Hurt,  was  born  Oct.  6,  1906.  He  attended  Berea  College.  He  was  married 
on  Dec.  31,  1931  to  Shirley  Lawson,  a  school  teacher.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Lark  Lawson  of  Lawrence  County.  She  graduated  from  Logan  H.S.,  Logan,  W.Va. 
and  attended  Eastern  Ky.  State  Teachers  College  at  Richmond.  Thurston  Hurt 
is  a  farmer  near  Zelda,  Lawrence  County,  and  was  selected  in  1953  as  the 
Master  Conservationist  of  the  county.  He  is  a  Mason.  He  and  his  wife  and 
children  attend  the  Methodist  Church.  Although  beyond  draft  age  he  volunteered 
in  the  Army  in  WWII  and  was  wounded  in  Germany  and  invalided  home.  He  received 
the  Purple  Heart. 

The  Thurston  Hurts  have  four  children:  Joanne,  b.  12-16-1932,  graduated 
from  Louisa  H.S.  and  attended  Morehead  College.  She  was  a  WAF  in  WWII  and 
served  in  the  dispatching  office.  She  married  Alfred  Werner,  of  Bluepoint, 

<.Y.  on  Apr.  8,  1953.  He  is  a  pilot.  They  have  one  child,  Jodi  Werner, 
b.  March  6,  1954.  Thurston  Lawson  Hurt,  b.  June  26,  1934,  also  graduated 
from  Louisa  H.S.  and  attended  U.  of  Ky.  He  is  an  aviation  cadet  in  the  Air 
rorce.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Pi  Kappa  Alpha  Fraternity.  Robt.  Pruitt  Hurt. 

3.  Aug.  21,  1935,  is  a  graduate  of  Louisa  H.S.  Barbara  Hurt  was  born  Sept.  1, 
1938.  The  boys  were  both  members  of  the  F.F.A.  and  were  chosen  Star  Farmers, 
loth  girls  and  Robt.  were  members  of  the  school  band,  and  all  were  active  in 
1-H  Club  work,  and  in  Youth  Fellowship  work  in  their  church. 
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Elizabeth  Dorcas  May  (Miller)  Harvey 


Elizabeth  Dorcas  May.  5th  of  Margery  Lesley-Thos.  P.  May  family,  was 
born  July  8,  1852.  She  was  married  first  in  1885  to  Dr.  Wm.  Fulton  Miller, 
a  young  doctor  just  out  of  college.  Her  husband  was  of  German  descent,  well 
educated  and  proficient  in  several  languages.  He  was  a  good  scribe  and  was 
something  of  an  artist.  There  were  three  children.  The  marriage  was 
dissolved  and  both  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  re-married. 

On  March  11,  1896,  Elizabeth  Dorcas  May  (Miller)  married  Wm.  Harvey,  a 
Virginian  by  birth  but  at  that  time  from  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  was  a  devoted 
father  to  the  Miller  children  who  were  usually  known  by  the  name  of  Harvey, 
except  in  business  matters.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey  were  active  in  the 
work  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  Sunday  School.  Mr.  Harvey  died  Sept.  13, 
1910,  and  Mrs.  Harvey  on  May  3,  1940.  Both  are  buried  in  the  family  plot 
at  Yeager,  Ky.,  in  what  is  now  known  as  Potter's  Cemetery  but  was  formerly 
known  as  Scott  Cemetery. 

Of  the  three  Miller  children,  Margery  Virginia  was  the  oldest.  She 
was  born  June  7,  1886,  and  died  at  5  years  of  age  on  Oct.  27,  1891.  She, 
also,  is  buried  at  Yeager.  Thos.  Patton  Miller  ("Tom  Harvey")  was  born 
Oct.  15,  1888.  He  never  married.  He  farmed  and  was  active  in  church  and 
Sunday  school.  He  was  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  death  was 
sudden,  after  a  heart  attack,  in  1954.  He  is  buried  in  the  family  lot  at 
Little  Creek. 

Miriam  Martha  Miller  ("Miriam  Harvey")  was  born  Aug.  3,  1887.  She  was 
married  on  Nov.  15,  1913,  to  Edward  Ray  Forsyth,  son  of  Rev.  James  Henry 
Forsyth  who  was  originally  from  Virginia  but  was  assigned  to  rural  Pike  and 
Floyd  Counties  in  1900  by  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Missions.  Ray  and  Miriam 
were  active  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Ray  died  at  Pikeville  on  June  13, 
1953  and  is  buried  at  the  mouth  of  Shelby  in  the  Ratliff  Cemetery.  Miriam 
lives  at  their  Robinson  Creek  home.  They  had  four  children. 

Thos.  Henry  Forsyth,  born  June  28,  1915,  married  Geraldine  Absher 
on  Feb.  21,  1941.  They  have  one  child,  Thomas  Henry  Forsyth.  Jr.,  b.  Nov.  0, 
1942.  Harry  Virgil  Forsyth,  b.  Oct.  24,  1917,  took  military  training  during 
summer  vacations  at  Ft.  Benj.  Harrison  and  Ft.  Knox.  Was  eligible  for  rank 
of  1st  Lt.  before  age  of  21  but  had  to  wait  for  his  commission  until  he  was 
of  age.  He  was  placed  in  the  Reserve  and  called  to  active  service  when  WWII 
began.  He  was  sent  to  Ft.  Benning,  Ga.,  Camp  Robinson,  Ark.,  Ft.  Devens, 
Mass.,  Pine  Camp,  N.Y.,  and  then  to  Camp  Pickett,  Va.  He  went  overseas  and 
from  Africa  to  Sicily  and  into  Italy  at  Salerno.  He  was  made  Captain  after 
he  went  overseas.  He  was  wounded  while  fighting  on  the  Volturno  River  on 
Nov.  8,  1943,  and  died  the  next  day,  Nov.  9,  1943.  He  was  first  buried  at 
Avellino,  Italy,  and  later  in  the  permanent  U.S.  Military  Cemetery  at 
Netturno  (Anzio)  Italy.  Most  of  the  men  under  his  command  were  from  the 
western  part  of  the  U.S.  and  included  many  cowboys  and  Indians.  The  Indians 
would  put  on  tribal  dances  for  the  men  before  they  went  overseas.  Captain 
Forsyth  was  well  loved  by  his  men.  He  was  a  Christian  and  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Pikeville,  Ky.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Pikeville  College. 
He  was  unmarried. 
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Elizabeth  May  Forsyth,  b.  Sept.  15,  1921,  m.  Levi  Keath ley  on 
Dec.  30,  1^42.  Their  children:  Elizabeth  Miriam,  b.  1-4-1944,  and  Harry 
Forsyth  Keathley,  b.  9-19-1949.  Anna  Margaret  Forsyth,  b.  Feb.  4,  1924, 
m.  Jeff  Roberts  on  Oct.  18,  1942.  Their  children:  Stephen  Jeffry,  b. 
Aug.  29,  1943;  and  the  twins,  Margaret  Carol  and  Virginia  Daryl  Roberts, 
born  Feb.  25,  1945. 


The  "Betsey"  Harvey  Family  and  her  brother,  Wm.  R.  (Bill)  May. 
Left  to  right,  standing:  "Tom"  Harvey,  Miriam  Harvey  Forsyth, 
Mr.  May,  the  four  Forsyth  children,  and  Mrs.  Harvey  (seated). 


Capt .  Harry  V.  Forsyth  on  26th  Birthday 
Oct.  24,  1943,  in  Italy. 


Nancy  Miriam  May  and  Thomas  J.  Ford 


Nancy  Miriam  (or  Miram)  May.  6th  of  the  children  of  Elizabeth  Margery 
Lesley  and  Thomas  Patton  May,  was  born  October  22,  1854.  She  married  Thomas 
Jefferson  Ford  on  December  31,  1874.  Her  husband  was  the  son  of  John  Thomas 
Ford  and  Lucy  Merriman.  He  was  born  in  1848  (or  1850  -  records  conflict), 
and  died  February  28,1939,  (at  age  89,  or  92,  depending  on  which  birth  record 
is  correct. )  "Tom"  Ford  was  a  schoolteacher,  a  store  clerk,  and  deputy  sheriff. 
The  family  has  lived  near  Meta,  Ky. ,  on  John's  Creek,  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  for 
several  generations.  At  present  the  old  home  is  occupied  by  the  eldest  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Louisa  Marrs,  and  the  widow  of  the  eldest  son,  Mrs.  Elzie  Ford.  Nancy 
Miriam  died  on  April  27,  1889,  at  the  age  of  34  years  6  months  and  3  days  leaving  ; 
several  small  children: 

Samuel  Merriman  Ford  was  born  November  7,1875,  and  was  the  eldest  of 
the  seven  children  of  Nancy  Miriam  May  and  Thomas  Jefferson  Ford.  He  first 
taught  school  and  later  became  a  doctor.  He  studied  medicine  at  the  University 
of  Louisville,  Kentucky.  He  practiced  in  various  small  towns  in  Virginia,  and 
resided  at  Wytheville,  Virginia.  During  World  War  I  he  was  assigned  to  a 
field  hospital  in  France. 

Samuel  Merriman  Ford  and  Flora  E.  Sample  were  married  at  Sword's  Creek, 
Virginia,  in  December  1097.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Larkin  Sample  and  Elizabeth 
Steele.  She  was  born  April  6,1876.  She  died  September  12,  1928  and  is  buried 
at  Sword’s  Creek,  Virginia.  Dr.  Ford  became  ill  and  spent  some  time  at  the 
home  of  his  daughter  in  Sword's  Creek.  He  died  November  18,  1943  at  the  Veterans 
Hospital  at  Roanoke  and  is  buried  at  the  Ford  Family  burying  ground  at  Meta, 
Kentucky. 

Grace  El  wood  Ford,  daughter  of  Samuel  Merriman  Ford  and  Flora 
E.  Sample  Ford,  was  born  December  4,  1904,  at  Cleveland,  Virginia.  She  was  mar¬ 
ried,  first  to  Oda  Charles  Davis,  son  of  Ellen  Steel  Davis,  on  May  31,1931.  He 
died  September  26,  1949.  They  had  no  children  but  adopted  a  child,  Joseph  Flem¬ 
ing  Davis,  born  September  22,  1937.  Mrs.  Davis  later  married  Allen  M.  Long. 

They  now  reside  in  Bluefield,  West  Virginia. 

Louisa  Margery  Ford  fPuss").  born  Sept.  18,  1877,  on  John  Creek,  Pike  Co., 
has  lived  most  of  her  life  at  the  old  Ford  Home  where  several  generations  have 
lived  out  their  lives.  She  married  Robert  L.  Marrs  Sept.  16,  1896.  During 
their  married  life  the  Marrs  lived  at  Great  Cacapon,  West  Virginia,  where  they 
owned  and  operated  a  farm.  Mr.  Marrs  died  in  1919  .  There  were  no  children. 

Mrs.  Marrs  is  very  fond  of  travel  and  has  spent  a  great  deal  of  her  time  since 
her  husband's  death  traveling.  It  is  understood  that  she  has  gathered  much 
family  data  and  is  quite  an  authority  on  the  subject  of  the  Ford  family  which 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  Valley  of  the  Big  Sandy. 

Robert  L.  Marrs  was  born  March  6,1872.  He  was  the  son  of  Reece  T.  Marrs 
and  Mary  Ann  Dalton  Marrs.  His  father  was  born  near  Pikeville,  Ky.  on  November 
20,  1839,  and  died  August  18,1922.  His  mother  was  born  at  Harts,  W.  Va.  Oct. 8, 
1850,  and  died  September  15,  1919.  They  were  married  at  Harts,  in  Lincoln  Co. 

W.  Va.  Robert  L.  Marrs,  husband  of  Louisa  Margery  Ford,  died  at  Martinsburg, 

W.  Va.  City  Hospital  on  December  13,  1919,  and  is  buried  at  Great  Cacapon, 

West  Virginia. 
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lirdie  Lynn  Ford  and  Dr.  N.  W.  B.  Craft 


Birdie  Lynn  Ford,  born  Feb.  4,  1879,  was  a  school  teacher.  She  was  married 
o  Nicodemus  William  Craft  on  October  9,  1901.  Mr.  Craft's  family  was  from  Letch- 
r  County  but  were  living  at  Paintsville,  Johnson  County,  Kentucky,  at  that  time, 
ler  husband,  also  a  school  teacher,  was  studying  medicine,  and  soon  after  finish- 
ng  his  medical  studies,  the  family  went  to  Pike  County  where  Dr.  Craft  began  his 
ractice. 

Dr.  Craft's  career  was  cut  short  in  1918  when  he  was  a  victim  of  the  Flu 
pidemic.  He  died  on  Nov.  15,  1918  and  his  wife  followed  him  in  death  within 
few  days.  Birdie  Ford  Craft  died  Nov.  22,  also  of  influenza.  Six  children 
ere  left  motherless  and  fatherless.  Their  ages  ranged  from  two  to  sixteen  years, 
f  their  six  children  the  first  three  were  born  at  Paintsville  and  the  last  three 
ere  born  at  Meta,  Ky.  One  source:  Birdie  died  Nov. 24,  and  is  buried  in  May  Cemetery. 

Thos,  Lynn  Craft,  born  Dec.  11,  1902,  was  the  eldest  of  the  Craft  chil- 
ren.  He  attended  school  in  Pike  County,  Ky.  and  graduated  from  the  Pikeville 
igh  School.  He  became  an  architectural  draftsman,  V,aving  trained  at  Chicago 
echnical  College.  He  attained  an  enviable  reputation  in  his  chosen  field  and 
pecialized  for  a  time  in  school  buildings.  He  lived  in  Harrisburg,  Pa.  but 
upervised  school  expansion  projects  in  West  Virginia  and  other  states.  He 
as  among  those  whose  plans  were  selected  by  the  Air  Force  for  the  Air  Base  to 
e  built  at  Okinawa.  He  flew  from  Peoria,  Ill.,  to  Okinawa  in  1946  in  connection 
ith  this  project.  He  suffered  a  heart  attack  while  there  and  had  to  return  home, 
e  died  on  Feb.  19,  1952  and  is  buried  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

Thos.  Lynn  Craft  and  Blanche  0.  Henry,  of  Great  Cacapon,  W.  Va.  were  mar- 
ied  at  Cumberland,  Md.  They  have  one  daughter  Marcheta  Lee  Craft  born  in 
reenville,  S.  C.  on  Jan.  8,  1925.  She  was  married  to  E.  J.  McCaskill  in  Green- 
ille  in  July  1942  (?).  They  have  one  son,  James  Eldred  McCaskill.  born  Sept. 

7,  1943,  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Mr.  McCaskill  is  engaged  in  experimental  and  develop- 
snt  work  with  the  Carter  Carburetor  Co.  Marcheta 's  mother  makes  her  home  with 
2r  daughter's  family. 

Tennyson  May  Craft  was  born  September  13,  1905,  at  Paintsville,  John- 
Dn  County,  Kentucky.  He  was  the  second  son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  N. W.B.  Craft.  His 
irly  childhood  was  spent  at  Paintsville  and  in  Pike  County  where  he  attended 
Hiool  until  1918.  After  his  parents'  death  in  that  year  he  resided  with  his 
jnt  and  uncle,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marrs,  at  Great  Cacapon,  West  Virginia,  and  finish- 
1  his  common  schooling  there. 

After  some  20  years  of  further  schooling  and  military  service,  Tennyson 
is  married  on  March  8,  1941,  to  llena  Craig,  daughter  of  John  Craig  and  Ellen 
lllard  English,  of  Charlottesville,  Virginia.  Her  grandfather  Craig  came  to 
lis  country  from  Scotland. 

The  Tennyson  Craft's  have  made  their  home  for  the  most  part  in  Washington, 

C.  except  for  a  few  years  in  Florida  and  Ohio.  On  May  31,  1955,  Tennyson 
itired  from  military  service  after  33  years  of  almost  continous  duty  in  the 
r  Force.  Before  retirement  the  Craft's  had  purchased  a  farm  at  near  Berkeley 
irings.  West  Virginia,  upon  which  they  are  now  residing.  They  plan  to  spend 
leir  winters  near  Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida. 
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Just  before  retirement,  Tennyson  prepared  an  account  in  crisp,  military 
style,  of  what  he  terms  his  "uneventful"  career.  He  leaves  to  the  readers 
to  clothe  his  staccato  sentences  with  their  own  imagination  and  historical 
knowledge  of  just  what  did  go  on  in  those  extremely  eventful  years,  and  his 
own  not  inconsiderable  part  in  them.  (  See  pages  ). 

James  Wheatley  Craft,  born  Sept.  28,  1907,  attended  school  in  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  West  Virginia.  He  joined  the  Air  Force  and  served  until  his  death 
at  the  age  of  28  on  March  10,  1935.  He  is  buried  in  Arlington  National  Cemeter; 
Arlington,  Virginia.  He  never  married. 

Portia  Marrs  Craft,  only  surviving  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Craft, was 
born  at  Meta,  Ky. ,  in  Sept.  1909.  She  completed  Elementary  and  High  School 
training  in  West  Virginia  and  Kentucky.  For  many  years  she  has  resided  and 
is  employed  in  Washington,  D.  C.  She  is  unmarried. 

Virqie  Vickers  Craft  ("V.V."),  was  born  January  17,  1913,  and  lived 
only  five  days.  Her  death  occurred  on  January  22,  1913. 

Dwight  Moody  Craft  (D.L. ),  youngest  of  six  children  of  Dr.  N.W.B. 
Craft  and  Birdie  Lynn  Ford,  was  born  at  Meta,  Pike  Co.,  Ky.,  on  June  9,  1916. 

He  was  only  two  years  of  age  when  death  took  both  his  parents  as  result  of 
the  World  War  I,  Epidemic  of  influenza  in  1918.  His  early  years  were  spent 
with  his  mother's  sister  and  her  husband  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  L.  Marrs  in  Great 
Cacapon,  Wesf  Virginia.  His  brothers  and  only  sister  also  spent  their  early 
school  days  at  this  home  which  was  on  a  farm. 

In  1935^0wight  went  to  L.  A.  Cal.  to  study  radio.  He  worked  as  stunt 
man  and  extra  for  Republic  Studios  to  help  on  expenses.  He  entered  military 
service  in  1940  and  was  in  the  Pacific  Theatre  during  World  War  II.  There 
is  no  "L"  in  his  name.  His  wedding  date  was  Sept.  30,  1942. 

Dwight’s  hobby  is  photography;  he  has  many  reels  of  movie  film  of  the 
family  and  places  of  interest.  He  made,  wrote,  directed  and  produced  four 
Western  movies  while  in  Germany,  "home  movies". 

Dwight  was  married  to  Robinell  Black  of  Corpus  Christi,  Texas.  The 
ceremony  took  place  at  Kelly  Field  Base  Chapel,  at  San  Antonio,  Texas.  He 
served  during  the  war  and  is  making  a  career  of  the  Service.  For  the  past 
few  years  he  has  been  stationed  in  Germany;  returned  early  in  1955  and  is 
now  again  stationed  in  Texas,  about  300  miles  from  San  Antonio.  They  reside 
near  the  field  at  which  he  is  stationed,  but  still  own  their  home  in  San 
Antonio. 


The  Crafts  have  three  children:  Mary  Lynn  Craft. born  Sept. 

15,  1943,  at  Orlando,  Fla.;  Robert  Lyman  Craft,  born  June  11,  1945,  at 
Martinsburg,  W.  Va. ;  and  Patricia  Ann  Craft,  born  July  20,  1949,  at  San 
Antonio,  Texas. 

Lucy  May  Ford 

Lucy  May  Ford. the  fourth  child  of  Nancy  Miriam  and  Thos.  J.  Ford,  war 
born  May  1,  1881,  and  died  October  11,  1881  at  a  little  over  5  months  of  age. 
She  is  buried  at  Prestonsburg,  Ky. 
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TENNYSON  MAY  CRAFT 


A  Sketch 

Of  one  man's  military  career,  1921-1955. 
As  told  by  himself,  in  April  1955. 


Shortly  after  the  death  of  my  father  and  mother  in  November  1918,  my 
two  younger  brothers,  my  sister,  and  I  came  to  Great  Cacapon,  W.  Va.  to 
live  with  my  Uncle  and  Aunt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  L.  Marrs.  My  older  brother 
Tom  came  and  lived  with  us  one  summer  in  1920  before  he  left  for  college 
in  Chicago.  I  went  to  school  for  three  years  at  Great  Cacapon,  and  operated 
the  farm  two  years  prior  to  leaving  for  aviation  and  mechanics  school  in 
Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

1.  Schooling  -  From  1918  -  (a)  Graduated  from  Common  School  at 

Great  Cacapon,  W.  Va.  May  1921.  (b)  Completed  course  in  Aviation  Engineering 

1920-21  American  School  of  Aviation,  Chicago,  (c)  Attended  Aviation  &  Auto 
Mechanics  School  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Summer  1921.  (d)  Attended  Aviation  cadet 
preparatory  school  1926-27  Honolulu,  Hawaii. 

2.  Military  Service  from  Nov.  1921  -  (a)  Enlisted  in  U.  S.  Air 
Service  at  Bolling  Field,  Washington,  D.  C.  Nov.  13,  1921.  Continued  on 
active  duty  and  in  May  1926  was  promoted  to  Staff  Sergeant.  Requested 
tour  of  Foreign  Service  and  was  transferred  to  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  June  1926. 
Traveled  from  New  York  City  via  Military  Sea  Transport  thru  Panama  Canal 

to  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  thence  to  Honolulu.  Spent  three  uneventful 
years  flying  to  and  from  the  many  Islands  within  the  Hawaiian  Group  as  crew 
chief  engineer  on  the  various  types  of  aircraft  in  military  use  at  that 
time.  Taught  Aircraft  and  Mechanics  School  during  the  first  half  of  the 
year  1926.  I  attended  cadet  preparatory  school  the  last  half  1926  and  first 
half  of  1927. 

In  July  1929,  I  was  transferred  back  to  the  States  and  returned  by  Sea 
Transport  to  New  York  via  Panama  and  arrived  back  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Sept. 
1929  where  I  was  re-assigned  to  duty. 

Remained  on  duty  at  Bolling  Field  and  was  promoted  to  Technical  Ser¬ 
geant  in  March  1932.  Performed  regular  mechanical  and  flight  engineer  duty 
until  Feb.  1933  when  was  offered  opportunity  to  join  the  military  air  staff 
with  the  American  Embassy  then  being  sent  to  Moscow,  Russia.  We  sailed  from 
New  York  29  Feb.  1934  and  arrived  Le  Havre,  France  a  week  later  -  went  by 
train  from  Le  Havre  to  Paris  where  remained  on  a  special  duty  at  American 
Qnbassy  near  "place  de  La  Concorde"  in  Paris  for  two  weeks.  About  15  March 
1934  we  entrained  for  Warsaw,  Poland  where  was  on  temporary  duty  at  the 
Embassy.  Ten  days  later  left  by  train  to  the  land  of  the  unknown  "Red  Russia" 
where  we  arrived  in  Moscow  around  last  of  March  1934.  We  had  shipped  an  air¬ 
plane  by  sea  to  the  seaport  of  Leningrad,  Russia  so  by  the  time  we  arrived 
in  Moscow,  the  Aircraft  was  in  Leningrad  awaiting  us  to  trans-ship  it  to 
Moscow  where  we  were  to  assemble  and  fly  it.  About  a  week  after  the  Air¬ 
craft  arrived  we  had  assembled  and  test  flown  our  "Douglas  A/c"  and  our 
American  Ambassador,  Mr.  William  C.  Bullett  was  ready  to  do  some  travelling 
over  and  around  the  Spviet  Union. 

Spent  an  uneventful  two  years  in  Moscow  and  travelled  quite  a  lot  either 
by  air  or  train.  There  was  no  other  way  to  travel  in  Russia  in  those  days. 
Learned  to  read,  write  and  speak  the  Russian  Language  quite  well  during  the 
two  years  I  was  in  Russia.  My  tour  of  duty  ended  in  June  1935,  so  I  returned 
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to  the  States  via  Helsingfors,  Finland  and  came  across  the  North  Sea  to 
Copenhagen,  Denmark  and  thence  to  Philadelphia,  Pa.  I  was  re-assigned  to 
Dolling  Field,  D.  C.  and  remained  on  active  duty  from  July  1935.  The  Air 
Corps  (as  was  then  called)  began  expansion  on  a  large  scale  in  Fall  of  1939. 

I  was  promoted  to  Master  Sergeant  10  Nov.  1939  and  remained  of  duty  at 
Bolling  Field  until  June  1941  when  I  was  transferred  to  Patterson  Field, 
Dayton,  Ohio.  I  joined  the  4th  Air  Depot  Group,  then  being  activated  at 
Patterson  Field.  Our  Group  was  on  Field  Manoeuvers  at  Macon,  Ga.  on  Deo, 

7,  1941  when  World  War  II  was  started  -  my  Group  immediately  returned  to 
Patterson  Field,  Ohio,  and  within  seven  days,  our  Group  was  on  a  Troop  Train 
heading  for  San  Francisco,  Cal,  and  the  ship  which  transported  us  to  "down 
under"  Australia  -  We  sailed  from  Frisco  Feb.  12,  1942  and  arrived  Melbonne, 
Aust.  29  Feb.  42.  We  set  up  Air  Depot  operations  near  Melbonne  and  after  a 
few  months  we  moved  North  to  Townsville,  Aust.,  where  Depot  operations  were 
set  up  on  a  large  scale.  I  was  promoted  to  Warrant  Officer  on  Aug.  7,1942 
and  was  on  duty  as  Depot  Inspection  Officer  and  assistant  Engineering  Officer 
until  Nov.  1944  when  I  was  ordered  back  to  the  States  for  re-habil itation, 
rest  and  re-assignment.  I  arrived  in  Frisco  29  Dec.  1944  and  found  myself 
in  Wash.  D..  C.  on  6  Jan.  1945.  I  was  ordered  to  Miami  Beach,  Florida,  for 
three  weeks  rest  where  I  went  accompanied  by  my  wife  who  had  joined  me  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  We  were  in  Miami  for  three  weeks  on  leave  before  going 
to  Miami  Beach  for  my  rest  and  etc.  In  Feb.  1945  I  was  re-assigned  to  duty 
at  Boca  Raton,  Florida  as  Depot  Insp.  Officer  and  Assistant  Engineering  0., 
where  I  remained  on  duty  until  6  Jan.  1947  at  which  time  I  was  separated 
from  the  Service.  I  remained  out  of  Service  until  6  June  1947  when  I  re¬ 
enlisted  at  Bolling  Air  Force  Base  Washington,  D.  C.  Have  been  on  continuous 
duty  as  an  Aircraft  and  Engine  Inspector  to  date. 

My  wife  and  I  live  in  Washington  altho  we  have  bo ug lit  a  50  acre  farm 
in  neap-by  West  Virginia  on  which  we  plan  to  retire  May  31,  1955  after  33 
years  active  duty  with  the  U.  S.  Air  Services  and  Air  Force. 

Rena  D.  Craig  from  Virginia  and  I  were  married  at  the  Methodist  Parish, 
Frederick,  Maryland  on  8  March  1941.  We  have  made  our  home  in  Washington  mos 
of  the  time  except  three  years  we  lived  at  Boca  Raton,  Florida  and  a  short 
time  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  1941.  We  have  no  chilren. 
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fa.  Thomas  Martin  Ford  and  Elzie  Young 

Ifa.  Thomas  Martin  Ford  (Will)  was  born  January  22,  1803.  He  married  Elzie 
'oung  on  September  16,  1908  at  Pi  so  Ky.  Elsie  Young’s  parents  were  Alfred 
oung  and  Mary  Pauley  Young.  Will  taught  school  and  farmed  and  for  26  years 
/as  employed  in  the  Post  Office  at  Pikeville,  Kentucky.  He  retired  from  this 
losition  on  March  31,  1950,  at  the  age  of  67  years,  having  served  the  office 
ontinuously  since  March  10,  1924.  This  was  the  longest  period  feave  one)  of 
ontinuous  service  up  to  that  time.  The  death  of  i4n.  Thos.  Ford  occurred  on 
iec.  16,  1953.  His  widow  resides  at  their  old  home  on  Johns  Creek. 

There  was  only  one  child,  a  son.Gwvnne  Ford. born  November  3,  1911, 
e  is  living  in  Michigan.  He  was  a  schoolteacher  and  is  now  a  traveling  sales- 
an.  He  was  married  on  June  3,  1932  to  Mary  Auxier,  daughter  of  Samuel  Robert 
uxier  and  Anna  Tucker  Auxier. 

The  Gwynn  Ford’s  have  one  daughter,  Mary  Auxier  Ford,  born  March 
5,  1933.  She  married  Billie  D.  Hale  on  April  22,  19^2  at  Jeffersonville, 
ndiana.  They  have  one  daughter,  Mary  Anne  Hale,  born  Feb.  11,  1953,  at  Marys- 
ille,  Tennessee.  Billie  Hale  served  in  the  United  States  Air  Force  as  a  Tech, 
gt.  in  1948-1954.  The  Hale’s  reside  at  Logan,  West  Virginia.  He  is  a  salesman. 

rover  Cleveland  Ford 

Grover  Cleveland  Ford,  son  of  Nancy  Miriam  May  and  Tlios.  J.  Ford,  was  born 
bout  1885  and  died  in  May  1887.  He  is  buried  in  the  May  Cemetery. 

ohn  Harlan  Ford  and  Grace  Davis 


John  Harlan  Ford.  6th  of  the  seven  children,  was  born  Feb.  1,  1887,  in 
ike  County,  Ky.  He  graduated  from  Pikeville  College,  Eastern  State  Normal, 
id  Mountain  College  ~  all  in  Kentucky.  He  taught  school  in  Pike  and  Floyd 
ninties,  Kentucky,  and  in  Ferry  County,  Washington.  He  was  a  telegraph 
lerator  for  the  Great  Northern  Railroad,  and  Western  Union  operator  out  of 
lolcane,  Washington.  He  reported  the  1908  election  for  the  Northwest,  out  of 
lokane  to  Salt  Lu.ce  City  —  a  report  of  25,000  words  in  6  hours  and  20  minutes 
thout  a  break  in  the  line  —  ouite  an  achievement  for  that  day  and  time. 

By  home  study,  John  Harlan  Ford,  became  a  construction  engineer  and 
■llowed  that  line  of  work  from  r917  to  retirement  in  1950.  Part  of  these 
ars  were  spent  in  the  coal  fields  of  West  Virginia,  Ohio,  and  Pennsylvania, 
e  last  twenty  were  spent  at  Urbana,  Illinois.  On  Nov.  18,1929  he  married 
ace  Davis  at  Urbanna. 

Grace  Davis  Ford  was  a  descendant  of  the  first  settlers  along  the  Wabash 
ver  in  Indiana  and  eastern  Illinois.  One  of  her  forbears  was  the  first  school 
acher  in  Urbana  and  later  owned  the  first  hotel  there.  Abraham  Lincoln  spent 
me  time  in  the  hotel  when  he  was  a  practicing  attorney. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ford  moved  to  Hendersonville,  N.  C.  in  1950  because  of  his 
1  health.  They  like  it  very  much  and  have  many  friends  there.  They  are 
■tive  in  the  Methodist  Church. 
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Bayard  Miram  Ford  and  Ressa  Leslie 


Bayard  Miram  Ford  was  the  youngest  of  the  seven  children  of  Nancy  Miriam 
May  and  Thomas  J„  Ford.  He  was  born  at  Meta,  Kentucky.  Bayard  was  educated 
in  the  local  schools  and  taught  in  them  for  many  years.  He  has  always  farmed 
to  some  extent,  for  the  most  part  within  the  vicinity  of  his  birthplace,  al¬ 
though  a  few  years  were  spent  on  a  farm  at  Great  Cacapon  Springs,  West  Virginia 
Later  in  life  he  was  employed  as  a  local  field  operator  for  the  Piney  Gas  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Charleston,  West  Virginia,  which  later  sold  out  to  the  Columbia  Gas 
Company.  He  retired  at  the  age  of  65  years  after  serving  with  this  company  for 
18  years.  Although  not  in  the  best  of  health,  Bayard  still  does  light  farming 
and  gardening,  lie  also  raises  chickens  and  has  a  cow  or  two  which  furnish  the 
dairy  products  needed  for  home  use. 

Bayard  Ford  was  married  "to  a  cousin,  Ressa  Leslie,  a  granddaughter  of  Jame 
Harvey  Lesley,  the  only  brother  of  Bayard's  maternal  grandmother,  Elizabeth 
Margery  Lesley.  As  he  was  the  youngest  in  the  family  and  spent  much  time  with 
his  grandmother  in  her  later  years,  Bayard  was  very  helpful  to  this  historian 
in  recalling  some  of  the  interesting  facts  and  characteristics  of  her  life  and 
personal ity. 


Several  years  ago,  the  Bayard  Ford’s  purchased  a  portion  of  the  farm 
formerly  belonging  to  Ressa's  father,  John  B.  Leslie.  They  have  since  resided 
there  and  have  replaced  the  original  house  by  another.  They  were  the  first 
family  in  the  community  to  install  gas  in  their  home.  The  Ford’s  and  their 
lovely  daughters  are  a  most  hospitable  family  and  are  among  my  most  valued  co¬ 
historians  in  the  compilation  of  this  family  history.  Their  family  consisted 
of  four  daughters  and  no  sons.  The  eldest  daughter,  Estella  Miram  Ford,  born 
August  7,  1914,  died  at  birth.  They  have  six  grandchildren.  (See  pages  ) 


Bayard  was  born  April  14,  1889  and  he  and  Ressa  were  married  March  3, 
1913.  They  live  on  Caney  Creek  near  its  mouth  srs  it  flows  into  John's  Creek, 


Bern  iec e  Ford 


Family  of  Thomas  Bennett  May  and  Florence  Virginia  Runyon 


Thomas  Bennett  May,  b.  5-25-1857,  m.  on  Jan.  2,  1878  to  Florence 
Virginia  Runyon,  daughter  of  Lewis  Runyon,  of  John's  Creek.  She  was 
born  1-23-1859.  Mr.  May  was  a  Methodist  minister,  farmer,  and  business 
man.  He  died  3-15-1909.  His  wife  died  11-21-1934.  They  had  11  children: 

Mousie  Myrtle  May,  b.  10-22-1878,  was  educated  in  the  rural 
schools  and  attended  Pikeville  College  for  one  year  of  teacher's  training. 

On  6-15-1898  she  m.  Robt.  Garland  Walker,  a  merchant  of  Pikeville.  They 
resided  for  many  years  in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  where  Mr.  Walker  is  still  in  the 
mercantile  business.  Mrs.  Walker  now  resides  at  home  of  her  daughter  in 
Pikeville,  and  has  been  associated  with  various  mercantile  establishments. 

She  is  active  in  ciiurcu  and  civic  affairs  of  the  community. 

The  Walker's  only  daughter,  Thelma  Violet  Walker,  b.  3-18-1899,  attended 
Baylor  University  and  specialized  in  music.  She  is  also  a  graduate  of  Pike¬ 
ville  College  and  taught  one  year  before  marriage  to  Winston  Mayo  Connolly 
on  Oct.  16,  1922.  Her  husband  is  in  the  lumber,  coal,  and  ice  business. 

Willie  Ivy  May,  b.  10-22-1881,  attended  rural  schools  and  Pike¬ 
ville  College  but  did  not  teach.  She  was  m.  on  5-10-1899  to  Alex  Elliott, 
of  East  Point,  Johnson  Co.,  Ky.  They  resided  in  Pikeville.  Mrs.  Elliott, 
died  11-24-1934.  Their  first  child,  Mary  Florence  died  at  birth. 

The  eldest  son,  George  Bennett  Elliott,  b.  8-6-1901,  is  in  business  as 
Elliott  Glass  and  Electric  Co.  His  son,  George  Bennett  Elliott.  Jr.  served 
in  South  Africa  during  WWII.  He  is  bookkeeper  for  General  Electric  Co.  in 
Louisville,  Ky.  George  Jr’s  wife  was  Eloise  Rogers  of  Pikeville,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Carolyn  Elliott  and  Stephen  Elliott.  Thos.  Bruce,  second 

son  of  George  Elliott,  Sr.,  b.  5-22- _ ,  also  served  in  WWII,  in  England. 

Many  of  his  company  were  washed  overboard  in  crossing  the  English  Channel 
and  drowned.  He  is  married  to  Susie  Baton  and  is  associated  with  his  father 
in  business.  Rosemary  Elliott,  dau.  of  Geo.,  Sr.,  is  employed  in  Louisville 
by  the  General  Electric  Co.  Her  husband,  who  served  in  U.S.  Army  in  Pacific 
area  during  WWII,  is  studying  dentistry;  her  husband  is  Harry  Warden. 

Kathryn  May  Elliott,  daughter  of  Willie  Ivy  May  and  Alex  Elliott, 
married  A.B,  Jarrett.  and  they  have  three  children:  Jerry  Ronald  Jarrett 
served  in  Alaska  during  WWII,  is  married  and  has  one  child;  James  Bennett 
and  June  Kathryn  Jarrett  are  the  other  two  children. 

Dana  May,  son  of  Thos.  B.  May,  b.  2-22-1885,  on  John's  Creek. 

He  taught  school  several  years  and  entered  the  real  estate  business  in  the 
county.  He  m.  10-16-1908  to  Lida  Deskins.  He  died  10-18-1947  after  a 
long  illness.  They  had  three  daughters:  TomE  May,  b.  8-19-1910,  m.  in 
1927  to  James  R.  Huffman,  and  they  had  6  children:  Dorothy;  Robt.  Dana 
(d.  at  6  wks) ;  Thos.  Webb  (now  in  service);  Bruce  Edward.  Sarah  Lida,  and 

Ardith  May  Huffman.  Dorothy  Huffman  is  m.  to _ Runyon .  and  resides 

in  Pikeville.  They  have  two  children,  James  Richard  and  Linda  Louise  ** 

Runyon.  Elizabeth  Dana  May,  second  dau.  of  Dana  May,  m.  ftaymond  Burke. 

She  is  employed  with  the  Highway  Department  at  Pikeville  and  he  with  the 
Pikeville  Nat'l  Bank.  They  have  two  children:  Dana  Ray  Burke,  a  daughter. 
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and  Allen  Jeffrey  Burke.  The  third  daughter  of  Dana  May  is  Mousie  Myrtle 
May.  She  is  married  to  Thos.  B.  Ratliff,  a  lawyer.  He  is  now  managing 
his  father's  coal  business.  They  have  one  child:  Susan  Gwyn  Ratliff, 
b.  6-2-1952. 

Virginia  Bennett  May,  dau.  of  Thos.  B.  May,  was  born  9-22-1887. 

She  m.  James  Pinson  and  had  7  children.  Virgie  died  in  1934.  Eugene, 

eldest  of  the  seven  was  b.  Oct.  26,  _ ,  ra.  Dorothy _ ,  of  Lexington. 

He  grad,  from  Presbyterian  College  in  Danville,  Ky.  and  taught  in  Williamson, 
W.  Va.  H.S.  He  was  later  asst,  postmaster  there  and  is  now  a  postal  inspectc 
in  Lexington.  He  was  a  Lieutenant  in  U.S.  Navy  during  WWII.  Their  children: 
Robt.  Scott  and  Paul  Bennett  Pinson,  b.  about  1942  and  1951  (?) .  Jas.  Edw. 
Pinson.  2nd  son  of  Virgie  May  Pinson,  b.  8-15-1910,  ed.  at  Williamson, 
Danville,  and  Marshall  College,  Huntington,  m.  Sylvia  Randolph,  and  has 
two  children:  Patricia,  and  Paul  Emerson  Pinson.  12  and  7  years  of  age 
respectively  in  1954.  Jas.  Edw.  is  in  automobile  business  in  Williamson. 

Sara  Virginia  Pinson,  b.  9-18-1912,  attended  Williamson  schools,  worked 
in  a  bank  and  m.  Robt,  Buntz,  a  merchant  of  Pulaski,  Va.  Elizabeth  (Lib) 
Bennett  Pinson,  b.  12-4-1914,  m.  Deaton  Trent,  a  salesman  for  a  Pittsburg 
powder  company,  and  lives  in  Harlan,  Ky.  She  is  active  in  WSCS,  Meth.Ch. 
and  a  member  of  D.A.R.  (May  line).  They  have  3  children:  Paul  Arthur. 
Suzanne,  and  Virginia  Deata  Trent.  Geo.  Thos.  Pinson.  5th  of  the  7  children 

b.  3-19- _ ,  is  m.  to  Peggy  Price,  and  has  three  children:  Pamela.  Lucy 

Jane,  and  Sara  Price  Pinson.  Since  16,  he  has  been  a  traveling  salesman 
for  Persinger  Hdw.  Co.  in  Williamson.  He  was  a  Lt.  in  U.S.  Army  in  WWII, 
serving  in  the  Pacific  and  in  Austria. 

Paul  Walker  Pinson,  grad,  of  Williamson  H.S.  in  1939,  and  of  Pikeville 
College,  entered  U.S.  Naval  Academy  in  1940,  served  as  Lt.  J.G.  in  Pacific 
in  WWII.  He  was  lost  off  the  submarine  "Cabrilla"  at  age  23.  Letter  and 
Ribbon  of  Commendation  were  awarded  for  service  on  a  submarine  which 
destroyed  much  enemy  shipping  during  a  war  patrol.  He  was  not  married. 
Frances  Ann  Pinson,  7th  and  youngest  of  Virgie  May  Pinson's  children,  grad, 
in  Home  Ec.  from  a  W.  Va.  University,  and  is  a  dietician  in  an  Indianapolis 
hospital.  She  m.  Robt.  English,  an  engineer  in  the  U.S.  Army  who  is  also 
a  church  organist.  They  have  one  child,  James  Carey  English,  b.  12-6-1952. 

Mary  Maud  May.  6th  of  Thos.  B.  May's  children,  b.  10-15-1889,  ed. 
in  rural  and  Pikeville  schools  and  college,  taught  two  years,  is  now  Supt. 
of  housekeeping  at  the  college.  She  m.  Joel  J.  Stone  a  native  of  Tenn.  on 
6-26-1910  and  has  two  children:  Eleanor  Marie  Stone,  m.  W.  D.  Dantzler  of 
Miss.,  and  has  two  children,  Eleanor  Marie  and  Virginia  (Ginger)  Dantzler. 
They  live  in  Coal  Wood,  Va.  He  is  store  manager  for  a  coal  company. 

Joel  Jefferson  Stone,  b.  5-25-1913,  m.  Mary  Conley,  from  Morgan  or  MaGoffin 
Co.  Ky.  Mary  is  a  nurse  at  a  hospital  and  Joe  is  in  the  automobile  business 
in  Detroit.  Mich. 
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Birdie  Pearl  May,  b.  9-25-1891,  m.  O.M.  Lemon,  of  Roanoke,  Va. 
l  12-26-1911.  He  died  about  1947.  They  have  three  children:  Naomi, 

.  5-25-1913,  m.  C.J.  Ladsen,  no  children,  she  is  librarian  at  Pikeville 

jspital.  Mary  Magdalene  Lemon,  b.  2-27- _  in  Roanoke,  m.  Dr.  Max 

llenberg  in  N.Y.C.  She  is  a  grad,  nurse  empl.  at  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital, 
,Y.C.  They  have  three  boys:  the  eldest  (name  not  given)  was  six  in 
)54;  the  younger  boys  are  Robt.  and  Billy  Ellenberg.  Virginia  Pett 

;mon,  b.  Sept.  _  in  N.Y.  Studied  for  hosp.  tech,  in  Louisville,  m. 

ias.  Wilson,  a  medical  student.  They  have  four  children:  Sharon  Pett. 
larles,  and  Stephen  Wilson.  Dr.  Wilson  served  in  Navy  during  WWII. 


'omas  Bowles  Mav  and  Beatrice  Spears 

Thomas  Bowles  Hay  was  born  Feb.  4,  1894,  was  the  youngest  son  of  Thos. 

May  and  Florence  Runyon.  He  was  educated  in  the  local  schools.  In  1921 

r  1922)  he  was  married  _  at  W.  Va.  to  Beatrice  Spears,  daughter  of 

diford  Spears.  Her  father  was  one  of  the  well  known  teachers  of  Pike  Co. 
e  Spears  home  was  a  few  miles  down  John  Creek  from  the  Mays.  Bowles  died 

tober  7,  1935.  They  had  four  children:  Thomas  Bowles  Mav  Jr..  _  ''Jack'' 

X.  William  (Billy)  Mav.  and  Barbara  Jean  Mav.  (See  page  ion. 

Izzie  Pett  Mav  and  Dewey  Randolph 

Lizzie  Pett  Mav  was  born  on  March  15,  1901.  She  was  married  on  Nov.  _ 

;  the  home  of  her  sister  Mrs.  Myrtle  Walker  to  Dewey  Randolph.  Lizzie  Pett 
Is  been  in  ill  health  for  a  number  of  years  and  at  present  is  confined  to 
diospital  in  Huntington,  W.  Va.  Their  children:  Dewey  Randolph,  Jr.  born 
Irch  2,  1928;  and  is  unmarried;  and  Margaret  Sweet  Randolph,  born  June  25, 

30,  and  married  Joe  Moren. 

Dewey  Randolph  Jr.  was  born  March  2,  1928.  He  entered  the  U.  S. 

Iny  shortly  before  the  end  of  Wbrld  War  II,  and  was  sent  overseas.  After 
laving  the  military  service  he  attended  Bowling  Green  Business  College,  Bowling 

(sen,  Ky. 

Margaret  Sweet  Randolph  was  born  June  25,  1930.  She  married  Joe 
Iren.  They  are  both  medical  technicians,  he  in  a  hospital  and  she  with  the 
l  S.  Government.  Her  work  has  to  do  with  the  testing  of  dairy  products, 
lay  reside  at  Corpus  Christi,  Texas. 

S;et  Mav  and  Levi  Smith 

Sweet  Mav.  the  youngest  of  the  11  children  of  Thos.  B.  May  and  Florence 
Riyon,  was  born  August  1903.  She  was  married  to  Levi  Smith.  Mr.  Smith 
e  ered  the  armed  services  and  served  in  Germany.  He  was  killed  in  combat 
a  I  is  buried  overseas.  They  had  no  children.  Mrs.  Smith  has  taught  school 
f  30  years.  Is  now  at  Johns  Creek  High  School  which  is  situated  near  her 
f  mer  girlhood  home. 
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William  Ruben  May  and  Eliza  Runyon 

William  Ruben  May  was  born  March  8,  1360  and  Eliza  Runyon  (born  May  18, 
1860)  began  their  life  together  on  Sept.  18,  1881.  They  had  grown  up  in  the 
same  community  and  were  both  descended  from  early  pioneer  families.  For  the 
greater  part  of  their  married  lives  they  lived  on  the  farm  which  was  their 
share  of  the  May  Place  on  John's  Creek  (formerly  the  Allen  Lesley  Acres,  as 
it  is  sometimes  referred  to).  The  site  is  now  occupied  by  the  Pikeville 
College  Farm  which  is  modern  in  evejy  respect  and  which  supplies  the  College 
dormitory  dining  rooms  with  much  of  the  food  consumed  by -hundreds  of  hungry 
boys  and  girls.  Indeed.this  agricultural  plant,  run  especially  for  the  benef 
of  the  college, is  a  fitting  monument  to  this  worthy  couple  who  always  worked 
for  better  educational  facilities  for  the  youth  of  their  community. 

Fifty  years  and  more  were  spent  in  the  home  established  when  each  was  2 
Their  own  children  numbered  only  four,  two  boys  and  two  girls.  However,  "Bi " 
and  "Liza"  May  made  their  place  "home”  for  many  other  young  people  who,  from 
time  to  time,  sought  to  add  a  few  extra  months  of  schooling  to  the  few  the 
public  school  system  afforded.  Their  home,  too,  was  favored  as  a  boarding 
place  for  teachers  who  often  were  no  older  than  some  of  the  students.  This 
was  true  not  only  because  of  the  good  food  and  other  physical  comforts  which 
the  home  provided.  The  kindliness,  understanding,  and  encouragement  dispens 
by  them  were  even  more  appreciated  by  the  teachers  who  were  otherwise  most 
poorly  paid  and  who  themselves  made  a  real  sacrifice  in  their  devotion  to  th 
cause  of  rural  education.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  May  lived  to  see  their  efforts  to 
bring  about  better  education  "pay  off"  in  the  persons  of  their  own  children. 
One  daughter  ,  Mousie.  entered  the  teaching  profession  and  is  among  the  most 
highly  honored  teachers  in  the  county. 

Toward  the  end  of  their  lives,  Mr.  May's  parents  turned  over  the  manage 
ment  of  the  home  place  to  "Billy"  and  "Liza"  and  were  accorded  most  loving 
care  until  their  deaths  in  1909  and  1910;  the  mother  at  85  and  the  father  at 
94  years  of  age. 

After  his  parents  died  Mr.  May  expanded  and  thorougly  modernized  the 
old  home,  replacing  the  buildings  entirely.  This  hod  never  been  "allowed" 
while  "Margery"  was  living,  and  her  wishes  had  been  lovingly  acceeded  to 
despite  the  needs  of  a  growing  family. 

In  March  28,  1932  "Liza"  died  and  was  buried  on  the  home  place.  Mr  May 
went  to  live  for  while  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Polley.  in  Winchester,  Ky. 

He  had  his  wife's  body  removed  to  the  cemetery  there,  having  sold  the  farm 
on  John’s  Creek  to  the  College.  He  purchased  a  large  Bluegrass  farm  which 
he  and  his  son,  William  B.  May,  operated  for  several  years.  Later,  his  son 
transferred  his  farming  operations  to  Lawrence  County.  Mr.  May  died  at  his 
sons's  home  on  June  1,  1951.  He  also  was  buried  beside  his  wife  in  the 
Winchester,  Ky.  Cemetery.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  May  had  four  children: 
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Lewis  Thomas  Oliver  May  (Ollie),  b.  10-18-1886,  ed.  in  rural 
schools  of  the  county  and  grad,  from  Pikeville  College,  studied  civil 
engineering  at  U.  of  Ky.  Volunteered  for  service  in  WWI.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  never  married.  He  died  on  1-27-1936  at  Hines  Hospital, 

Chicago,  Ill.,  and  is  buried  at  Winchester,  Ky.  Wm.  B.  May,  b.  11-1-1889, 
ed.  in  rural  schools  and  grad,  from  Pikeville  H.S.  He  m.  Beulah  Collins- 
worth.  dau.  of  Jeff  Col linsworth.  They  have  three  children:  Dixie  Jean 
Max,  b-  Oct.  1930,  grad,  of  U.  of  Ky.,  m.  Wm.  Moore  of  Louisa,  Ky.,  mgr. 
of  jewelry  store.  They  have  two  sons:  J.  Wm.  Moore  and  Charles  L,  Moore; 
Mary  Elizabeth  May,  b.  7-1-1932,  majored  in  music  at  U.  of  Ky.,  m.  Len  Dunn 
of  Ashland,  Ky.,  on  8-30-1952.  He  is  graduate  in  mechanical  engineering 
from  U.  of  Ky.  and  is  in  military  service  stationed  in  N.Y.  Their  daughter, 
Patricia  Anne  Dunn,  b.  12-1953;  Wm.  Thos,  May,  youngest  of  the  Wm.  B.  May 
children,  was  born  4-19-1940,  attends  high  school  in  Louisa,  Ky.  Wm.  B. 

May  has  always  farmed,  in  the  beginning  on  John's  Creek,  then  with  father 
in  Central  Kentucky;  now  has  dairy  on  Cat  Creek  in  Lawrence  Co.,  Ky. 

Mousie  Verna  May,  b.  11-4-1893,  ed.  in  rural  and  Pikeville 
schools  and  college,  has  a  B.S.  degree  from  Eastern  State  College, 

Richmond,  a  Master's  from  Morehead  State  College,  Morehead,  Ky.,  and 
had  special  study  at  Marshall  College,  Huntington,  W.  Va.  She  has 
taught  for  many  years  in  elementary  and  high  schools  of  Pike  Co.,  Ky., 
and  recently  has  been  teaching  in  West  Virginia. 

Dixie  May,  b.  6-19-1896,  ed.  in  public  schools  of  Pike  Co., 
and  Eastern  State  College,  Richmond,  Ky.  Married  J.  Ester  Polley  on 
6-5-1918.  They  resided  in  Winchester  and  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  and  manage 
a  recreation  hotel  at  Jenkins,  Ky.  Their  two  children:  John  Wm.  Polley. 
b.  8-11-1922,  ed.  at  Winchester  H.S.  and  Wesleyan  College  at  Winchester, 
m.  Christine  Bobbelett.  of  Bardstown,  Ky.,  on  7-19-1940,  owns  and  operates 
a  garage  at  Bardstown,  has  two  daughters:  Dixie  Ann,  b.  Jan.  1942,  and 
Marie  Polley.  b.  Nov.  1947.  James  Thomas  Polley.  b.  Apr.  22,  1924, 
attended  school  at  Winchester,  and  has  B.S.  degree  from  Western  State 
College  at  Bowling  Green,  Ky.  Married  Fern  Duty  of  Pikeville  in  Sept. 

1946.  Is  employed  by  C.  6  0.  Rwy.  in  their  main  office  at  Richmond,  Va. 

They  have  one  son,  Jimmy  Polley.  born  in  Sept.  1948. 
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RACHEL  LESLEY 


(Third  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Daughter  of  Robert) 

Rachel  Lesley  was  the  fifth  of  the  15  children  of  Robert  Lesley  and 
Elizabeth  Compton  Lesley.  She  was  born  on  August  31,  1794,  at  the  home  on  the 
waters  of  the  Bluestone  in  what  was  at  that  time  Wythe  County,  Virginia.  When 
she  was  a  little  girl  of  eight  years  she  came  with  her  parents  to  the  Lesley 
Settlement  on  John's  Creek,  Pike  County,  Kentucky.  At  that  time  this  area  was 
in  the  confines  of  Fi0yd  County. 

Rachel  Lesley  was  married  to  Thomas  Pinson  in  Floyd  County,  Kentucky,  on 
September  29,  1814.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  Simeon  Justice.  Wm.  J. 

Mayo  was  the  County  Court  Clerk  and  a  Certificate  of  Consent  was  given  by  her 
father  Robert  Lesley.  Thomas  Pinson,  who  was  three  years  the  senior  of  his 
bride  was  born  in  Grayson  County,  Va. 

Very  little  is  known  of  the  Pinson  family,  but  there  is  some  evidence  that 
they  resided  in  Kentucky  for  a  few  years  at  least  after  their  marriage  and  that 
some  of  their  children  were  born  in  Kentucky.  Later, the  family  removed  to  Edgar 
County,  Illinois,  and  were  living  there  at  least  as  late  as  1050.  With  them  in 
that  year  was  living  only  one  of  the  children,  a  son,  John  Pinson,  who  was  10 
years  of  age  and  was  born  in  Edgar  County,  Ill. 

Gther  Pinsons  residing  in  Edgar  County,  Illinois,  in  1850,  but  who  were 
born  in  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  and  could  possibly  have  been  sons  of  Rachel  Les¬ 
ley  and  Thomas  Pinson  are  mentioned  below  as  a  matter  of  information  and  possibl 
clue. 


Cornelius  Pinson. 32.  born  in  Pike  County;  his  wife,  Elizabeth  A. 
Pinson.  28  born  in  Putnam  County  Indiana,  and  their  children;  Rachel  E. 

Pinson,  four,  and  Nancy  A.  Pinson,  two  years  of  age,  both  born  in  Edgar  County, 
Illinois. 


Jeremiah  Pinson.  32,  born  in  Pike  County,  Kentucky;  his  wife,  Martha 
Pinson. 32.  born  in  White,  Tennessee,  and  their  children;  Lazarus  B.  Pinson.  13, 
born  in  Vermillion,  Indiana;  Milton  P. .  11,  and  Aaron  Pinson,  two  years  of  age, 
both  the  latter  born  in  Edgar  County,  Ill. 

Aaron  Pinson. 30.  born  in  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  and  Mary  A.  Pinson. 
his  wife,  born  at  Allen,  Kentucky,  and  their  child,  James  M.  Pinson.  11  months 
of  age,  born  in  Crawford,  Missouri. 

Allen  R.  Pinson,  23,  born  in  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  and  his  wife, 
Susan  R.  Pinson.  22,  born  in  Washington  County,  Indiana.  This  couple  were 
married  "within  the  year"  (either  early  1850  or  late  1849). 

The  later  records  of  Edgar  County  which  were  examined  did  not  disclose 
these  names.  It  is  possible  that  they  may  have  removed  to  other  counties  or 
further  west,  or  it  may  be  that  Edgar  County  was  divided  and  the  section  where 
they  lived  may  have  fallen  into  another  county.  Time  did  not  permit  of  further 
search. 


234 


JEMIMA,  CYNTHIA,  AND  ESTHER  LESLEY 
(Third  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Daughters  of  Robert) 

Of  the  three  unmarried  daughters  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Compton  Lesley, 
Tpmima  Lesley  was  the  eldest.  She  was  born  on  July  4,  1796  in  Wythe  County, 
/irginia.  Her  birthplace  was  on  the  Bluestone  in  what  became  in  1800  the 
:ounty  of  Tazewell,  Virginia.  Cynthia  and  Esther  Lesley  were  also  born  at  the 
;ame  place  while  it  was  still  in  Wythe  County,  Cynthia  on  March  3,  1798,  and 
Isther  on  March  17,  1799. 

The  three  little  girls  were  six,  four  and  not  quite  three  when  they  were 
irought  to  Kentucky.  They  grew  up  in  the  Lesley  Settlement  on  John's  Creek, 

’ike  County,  Kentucky  (Floyd  County  from  1800-1821)  and  were  much  loved  by 
heir  family.  According  to  family  lore,  Jemima  had  red  hair,  Cynthia  inherited 
he  golden  hair  and  other  fair  characteristics  of  her  mother,  while  Esther's 
iair  was  a  medium  brown.  From  the  same  source  comes  the  impression  that  the 
ther  Lesley  sisters  had  very  dark,  almost  black,  hair  and  dark  eyes. 

The  Lesley  home  was  noted  for  its  industry  and  skill  in  the  household  arts, 
specially  in  the  spinning  and  weaving  of  cotton,  flax,  and  woOlen  materials 
or  use  in  clothing  the  family  and  others  who  lived  on  the  place.  As  these 
hree  sisters  remained  on  the  home  place  most  of  their  lives,  they  contributed 
uch  in  this  and  other  ways  to  the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  the  family  life, 
heir  nieces  and  nephews,  of  whom  they  had  many,  were  fond  of  recounting  to 
heir  own  children  happenings  of  their  childhood  in  which  these  sisters  were 
most  important  and  integral  part. 

No  definite  record  was  found  of  the  death  of  Cynthia  Lesley.  It  is  apparent 
rom  certain  other  records  that  she  was  living  in  1840,  at  which  time  she  would 
ave  been  32  years  of  age,  but  that  she  was  not  living  ten  years  later,  in  1850, 
hen  for  the  first  time  U.  S.  Census  records  listed  by  name  members  of  the 
ousehold  other  than  the  head  of  the  household.  In  1850,  her  two  sisters,  Esther 
nd  Jemima,  are  listed  with  the  family  of  their  younger  brother,  Martin  Lesley, 
ut  Cynthia  is  not  so  listed. 

After  Martin  Lesley's  marriage  a  separate  home  was  built  for  Jemima  and 
sther  Lesley.  This  was  situated  very  near  to  the  "Big  House"  occupied  by  their 
rother's  family  and  they  were  for  as  long  as  he  lived  and  in  the  case  of  Jemima 
or  many  years  thereafter  members  of  his  household.  However,  both  these  sisters, 
hen  they  became  very  ill  were  taken  to  the  home  of  their  younger  sister,  Luna 
esley  Bevins.  Esther  preceded  her  brother  in  death  by  two  years.  Her  illness 
as  of  such  a  nature  that  she  could  not  be  moved  by  the  usual  means  via  the 
ough  roads  which  prevailed  in  that  day.  Therefore,  a  raft  was  made  and  she 
as  transported  on  it  by  the  gentler  movement  of  the  waters  of  John's  Creek, 
he  died  at  her  sister's  home  on  September  11,  1857. 

Martin  Lesley  died  in  1859,  two  years  after  Esther's  death.  Jemima  lived 
i  in  her  own  home  until  her  health  became  so  frail  that  she,  too,  needed  special 
are.  Her  brother's  widow  had  remarried  and  had  sold  the  Martin  Lesley  home 
id  removed  to  Lewis  County,  the  home  of  her  new  husband.  Jemima  did  not  wish 
)  leave  the  place  where  she  had  lived  most  of  her  life,  so  lived  alone  for  a- 
lile.  The  last  year  of  her  life  she  was  with  her  sister,  Luna  Bevins,  whose 
imily  gave  her  every  care.  She  died  on  July  3,  1875,  just  one  day  before  her 
)th  birthday.  Both  Jemima  and  Esther  are  buried  in  the  Bevins  Cemetery. 
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MILTON,  HARVEY  AND  AMOS  LESLEY 


(Third  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Sons  of  Robert  Lesley) 

Very  little  information  concerning  these  three  brothers  has  been  handed  down 
to  us.  The  time  allotted  to  this  task  by  this  researcher  was  not  sufficient  to 
permit  of  an  exhaustive  search. 

Milton  Lesley  was  the  ninth  of  the  15  children  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth 
Compton  Lesley.  He  was  born  on  the  Bluestone  in  the  newly-formed  county  of 
Tazewell,  Virginia,  on  November  29,  1800.  He  was  not  quite  two  years  of  age 
when  the  family  came  to  Kentucky  in  October  1802.  He  is  spoken  of  as  having 
been  a  preacher  as  a  young  man  in  Floyd  (later  Pike)  County,  Kentucky.  He 
was  married  to  Rhoda  Walker  in  Floyd  County  on  December  11,  1821.  Oral  consent 
to  her  marriage  was  given  by  Robert  Walker,  as  well  as  by  Sally  Stratton,  her 
mother.  It  is  not  clear  what  the  relationship  was  between  Rhoda  Walker  and 
Robert  Walker.  He  may  have  been  an  older  brother,  and  her  mother  may  have 
been  married  the  second  time  to  a  Stratton. 

Milton  Lesley  went  west  to  Illinois.  One  source  states  that  he  settled 
in  or  near  Chicago,  but  a  careful  search  of  some  early  Cook  County  records 
do  not  disclose  his  name.  Another  source  stated  that  he  settled  in  Edgar  Coun¬ 
ty,  Illinois  with  the  Jonathan  Mayo  group  of  settlers,  but  here  again  a  search 
of  early  records  did  not  disclose  his  name. 

A  granddaughter  of  Milton  Lesley's  brother,  Pharmer  Lesley,  states  that 
the  two  brothers  owned  some  land  in  Illinois  in  or  near  Chicago  which  they  ac¬ 
quired  from  the  Government.  After  selling  out  to  Milton,  Pharmer  lost  contact 
with  his  brother,  but  it  is  thought  that  he  had  at  least  two  sons,  one  of  whom 
may  have  gone  to  Kansas  and  the  other  to  Missouri.  A  Mrs.  Rose  Leslie  Beany. 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  may  be  a  daughter  of  one  of  these  brothers. 

One  document  which  was  dated  in  November  1837  in  Pike  County,  Kentucky, 
mentions  a  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Kelley,  wife  of  John  M.  Kelley,  of  Edgar  County,  Ill. 
as  the  "granddaughter  of  Robert  Lesley,  deceased"  whose  estate  was  being  settled. 
This  Elizabeth  Kelley  may  have  been  a  daughter  of  Milton  Lesley,  or  she  may  have 
been  a  daughter  of  Rachel  Lesley  Pinson,  whose  name  was  found  in  Edgar  County, 
Illinois,  records.  It  is  regretted  that  a  more  exhaustive  search  could  not  be 
made  at  this  time. 

Harvey  Lesley. the  bachelor  son  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Lesley,  was  born  in 
Tazewell  County,  Virginia,  on  February  5,  1802.  He  was  less  than  a  year  of  age 
when  brought  to  Kentucky  by  his  parents.  He  is  said  to  have  gone  west  with 
the  49'rs  (at  which  time  he  would  have  been  37  years  of  age)  and  to  have  been 
"lost  on  the  Oregon  Trail".  Nothing  further  was  ever  heard  of  him. 

Amos  Lesley. the  12th  of  the  children  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Compton  Lesley, 
was  born  May  25,  1804  at  the  Lesley  Settlement  on  John's  Creek,  in  what  was  at 
the  time  Floyd  County,  Kentucky.  He  married  Lucinda  Meade  and  went  west,  some 
say  to  Indiana,  but  he  was  living  in  Edgar  County,  Illinois,  in  1840,  in  which 
year  he  had  in  his  household  one  son  between  the  years  of  5  and  10,  and  two 
daughters,  both  under  five  years  of  age. 
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Amos  Lesley  apparently  died  sometime  between  1840  and  1850,  for  in  the 
atter  year  Lucinda  Lesley's  name  appears  as  the  head  of  the  household,  and 
nth  her  are:  Martin  C.  Lesley.  19  years  of  age,  and  Louisa  Lesley.  14  years 
>f  age,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Pike  County,  Kentucty.  Other  children  whose 
lames  are  shown  in  1850  are:  Elizabeth  0.  Lesley.  11;  Robert  H.  Lesley.  7; 

,nd  John  0.  Lesley.  2  years  of  age,  all  born  in  Edgar  County,  Illinois.  These 
iges  would  indicate  that  Amos  Lesley  and  family  lived  in  Pike  County  until  at 
east  1836,  when  Louisa  was  born. 

Lucinda  Lesley  her  three  younger  children  remained  in  Edgar  County,  Ill., 
it  least  until  1860,  in  which  year  Elizabeth  Q  is  20  years  of  age,  Robert  H. 
s  17,  a  farmer  and  "in  school",  while  John  Q.  (or  I)  is  12  and  in  school, 
hey  resided  at  that  time  in  Stratton  Township  and  their  Postoffice  was  Paris, 
llinois.  This  record  does  not  disclose  any  information  concerning  Martin  C. 
£sley  and  Louisa  Lesley. 
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PHARMER  LESLEY 


(Third  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Son  of  Robert) 

Pharmer  Lesley,  the  11th  of  the  15  children  of  Robert  Lesley  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Compton,  was  born  on  John's  Creek  in  Kentucky,  on  May  22,  1803.  He  is 
said  to  have  been  the  first  white  child  born  in  what  is  now  Pike  County,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  He  was  married  in  Pike  County  on  July  12,  1829,  to  Mary  Jane  Bevins, 
daughter  of  John  Bevins  and  Mary  Jane  Stacey.  Her  maternal  grandparents  were 
Joseph  Bevins  and  Annie  Noblett.  He  died  on  October  22,  1883.  His  wife, who 
had  become  paralyzed  after  she  was  sixty  years  of  age,  preceded  him  in  death 
on  September  6,  1801. 

Although  the  great  part  of  his  life  was  spent  on  the  lands  settled  by 
his  father  and  grandfather,  and  those  later  acquired  by  him,  on  John's  Creek, 
Pharmer  Lesley  made  at  least  two  attempts  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  lands 
to  the  West.  It  is  said  that  he  spent  some  time  in  Texas  in  the  earlier  part 
of  his  married  life.  One  story  is  to  the  effect  that  as  he  returned  to  his 
native  state  he  drove  a  flock  of  geese  all  the  way.  It  is  told  that  the 
geese  grew  tired  and  had  to  be  left  for  awhile  in  Virginia  and  that  he  after¬ 
wards  sent  for  them. 

Pharmer’s  second  venture  was  when  he  accompanied  his  younger  brother, 
Milton,  to  Illinois.  Together,  they  purchased  some  land,  or  acquired  it  "from 
the  government".  After  riding  horseback  once  each  year  for  many  years  to  pay 
his  taxes,  he  sold  out  his  share  to  Milton.  .With  this  money  he  purchased,  in 
1852,  a  part  of  the  Old  Graham  Farm  in  Floyd  County.  One  source  said  the 
Illinois  land  was  where  Danville,  Illinois,  now  stands,  and  another  named 
Chicago  as  the  city  which  now  occupies  the  site.  Be  that  as  it  may,  my  in¬ 
formant  seems  to  think  that  he  "missed  a  fortune"  when  he  traded  the  level 
Illinois  land  for  the  hills  of  Kentucky.  However,  there  is  coal  and  gas  in 
them  tliar  hills" and  this  may  have  more  than  made  up  for  the  black  gold  of 
the  farmland.  Incidentally,  it  is  said  that  the  Floyd  County  acreage  is  still 
held  almost  in  its  entirety  by  his  descendants. 

As  were  most  of  this  branch  of  the  Lesley  family,  Pharmer  was  a  Democrat. 
He  did  not  "take  sides"  in  the  War  Between  the  States,  however,  although  some 
of  his  sons  may  have  served.  At  least  two  were  conscripted  by  the  Union  Army 
and  taken  to  camp.  It  is  said  that  he  was  continually  "crossing  swords"  verba y 
with  persons  on  both  sides  of  the  controversy  when  his  property  or  livestock 
was  being  confiscated  by  the  soldiers  who  were  constantly  overrunning  the  coun 
try  roundabouts.  He  became  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  Big  Sandy  Valley 
and  was  described  as  a  "model  farmer"  who  "grew  rich  at  farming,  stock  raising 
and  timbering,"  and  was  a  "man  of  high  character". 

One  of  the  former  land  marks  of  Pike  County  which  endured  until  fairly 
recent  times  was  the  water  mill  which  was  built  by  Pharmer  Lesley.  The  tunnel 
was  begun  in  1851  by  one  Tom  Davis,  who  was  from  Wales.  Davis  became  dis¬ 
couraged  and  gave  it  up  and  several  other  men  worked  on  it  at  different  times. 
It  was  finished  in  about  two  years.  Gunpowder  ($600  worth)  was  used  to  drill 
the  tunnel.  The  rocks  for  the  tunnel  were  hauled  from  "The  Breaks"  by  teams 
of  oxen.  The  mill  was  erected  in  1855  (in  October!  The  first  mill  frame  was 
built  by  John  Bevins  in  that  year. 
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The  old  mill  built  by  Pharmer  Lesley  on  Bent  Branch  of  John's  Creek. 
His  son,  Kenas  Leslie,  later  resided  nearby  and  operated  the  mill. 
This  photograph  was  made  in  1907 


The  first  miller  was  "Uncle"  Absolum  Hurt  who  ran  the  mill  for  several 
years.  The  mill  was  not  only  a  source  of  bread  from  corn,  wheat  and  rye 
jroivn  on  the  Lesley  farm,  but  it  also  sawed  the  lumber  for  many  of  the  homes 
af  the  area,  including  that  of  Pharmer's  son,  Kenas,  which  was  built  in  1888. 

The  mill,  which  was  run  by  water  power,  was  located  at  the  "Bend"  of  John's 
Ireek,  and  the  tunnel  passed  through  the  space  between  the  two  branches  of 
the  stream.  It  is  now  a  "thing  of  the  past"  while  only  pleasant  memories 
remain  to  the  "children"  (now  grown  old  and  grey)  who  used  to  play  around  it 
and  marvel  at  the  things  it  did  while  they  watched  the  wheels  go  round,  and 
the  flour  or  the  sawdust  fly. 

Pharmer  and  Mary  Jane  Bevins  Lesley  were  the  parentsofl2  children,  eight 
sons  and  four  daughters.  His  sons,  with  the  exception  of  one  who  died  un- 
lamed,  were  named  for  Methodist  preachers  or  circuit  riders  who  came  into  the 
.esley  settlement  to  hold  meetings.  In  addition,  they  were  each  given  some 
>ther  name  which  had  family  significance.  To  most  of  their  descendants  John's 
Ireek  and  the  Valley  of  the  Big  Sandy  are  still  "home",  although,  as  with 
)ther  families  in  the  rapidly  changing  world  of  today,  the  younger  generations 
ire  finding  new  worlds  to  conquer  in  varying  chosen  spheres. 

It  is  regretted  that  no  photograph  of  Pharmer  Lesley  is  available.  It 
s  said  that  he  long  refused  to  sit  for  one,  stating  that  the  "Bible  warned 
igainst  making  unto  thyself  graven  images."  However,  the  story  goes  that 
ilong  toward  the  eve  of  his  sojourn  on  earth  he  yielded  to  daughter  Victoria’s 
>eguilement  in  this  matter,  so  that  one  photograph  does  exist.  Its  restoration 
.0  make  it  suitable  for  reproduction  here  was  not  undertaken. 

The  gravestones  of  Pharmer  Lesley  and  Wife  bear  the  following  inscriptions: 

PHARMER  LESLEY 

Born  May  22,  1803.  Died  Oct.  22,  1883. 

MARY  JANE  LESLEY 

Born  April  28,1813.  Died  Sept. 6,  1881. 

"The  battle’s  fought,  the  victory  won 
And  they  are  crowned  at  last." 

Some  excerpts  from  an  orbituary  written  at  the  time  of  his  death:  (published 
n  local  paper  but  name  of  paper  and  date  was  not  preserved. ) 


"...  and  old,  honored  pioneer.  Uncle  Pharmer  Leslie  died  at  his  home 
on  John's  Creek  in  this  county  on  the  22nd  day  of  last  month  (October 
1883)  aged  80  years  and  six  months  ...  short  illness  in  which  inflamation 
of  the  bowels  was  the  chief  trouble  ...  retained  his  memory  up  to  the 
day  of  his  death. 

Pharmer  Leslie  was  the  first  white  child  ever  born  in  the  present 
limits  of  Pike  County.  He  has  figured  so  actively  in  the  affairs  of 
the  County,  that  he  is  known  far  and  near. 

Superior  natural  intelligence,  mother-wit,  and  unaccountable 
culture  for  one  reared  in  the  backwoods  often  made  him  the  admiration 
and  amusement  of  neighbors  and  strangers.  His  knowledge  of  Law  and 
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Scriptures  was  indeed  remarkable.  It  was  quite  usual  for  the  good  old  fathers 
to  be  a  little  rude  in  their  manner,  though  honest  in  every  impulse.  To  this 
rule  he  was  a  noted  exception,  being  himself  as  modest  and  refined  as  a  woman. 

Uncle  Pharmer  was  proverbial  for  unstinted  hospitality.  His  home  was  a 
welcome  and  pleasant  shelter  for  all  without  price.  No  beggar  ever  went  unfed 
from  his  door. 

His  wife  preceded  him  only  a  few  years  and  he  has  been  like  one  lost  ever 
since.  He  was  one  of  a  family  of  16  children,  most  of  whom  lived  to  be  very 
old.  All  are  dead  but  Aunt  Luna  Bevins.  We  extend  our  sympathy  to  the  sorrow¬ 
ing  ones." 


The  Pharmer  Lesley  and  Mary  Jane  Bevins  Family 

Pharmer  Lesley  and  Mary  Jane  Bevins  Lesley  were  the  parents  of  12  children, 
eight  sons  and  four  daughters.  The  eldest,  a  son,  never  married,  and  the  10th, 
also  a  boy,  died,  unnamed,  as  an  infant  who  lived  only  72  hours.  They  are 
listed  below,  with  brief  statistical  data.  On  the  following  pages  they  and 
their  families  are  discussed  in  chronological  order: 

Pharmer  Lesley,  b.  5-22-1803;  m.  Mary  Jane  Bevins,  7-12-1029;  d.  10-22-1883 
Mary  Jane  Bevins,  b.  4-28-1813;  d.  9-6-1001. 

Robt.  Wesley  Leslie,  b.  9-3-1830;  unmarried;  d.  5-16-1873. 

John  Emory  Leslie,  b.  10-16-1832;  m.  Mary  McDowell  Johnson  in  1860  (?)  d. 4-3-1869  , 
James  Kenna  Leslie,  b.  6-3-1834;  m.  Roxie  Preston  in  1058;  d.  4-  -1903. 

Esther  Minerva  Leslie,  b.  1-13-1836;  m.  Dr.  Robt.  Hurt  10-5-1854;  d.  1-31-1907. 
Addison  Noblett  Leslie,  b.  4-7-1838;  m.  Martha  Mayo  5-24-1865;  d.  11-24-1906. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Leslie,  b.  5-4-1840;  m.  Thos.  J.  Mayo,  9-3-1363;  d.  1-22-1924. 

Kenas  Farrow  Leslie,  b.  2-4-1842;  m.  Jane  (Jenny)  Taylor,  7-14-1871;  d. 2-27-1921.  I 
Sparrell  Bevins  Leslie,  b.  10-1-1845;  m.  Helen  Williamson,  12-26-1066;  d.  5-5-191  I 
Victoria  Adala  Leslie,  b.  5-12-1848;  m.  Floyd  E.  Williamson,  1-23-1068;  d.  4-15-1)1 
Boy,  Unnamed,  b.  8-12-1050;  died  in  infancy,  at  72  hrs.  of  age,  8-15-1050. 

Rebecca  Araminta  Leslie,  b.  7-14-1852;  m.  Wm.  Harmon  Maynard,  2-22-1077; d. 1-14-19  , 
Amos  Martin  Leslie,  b.  11-6-1056;  m.  Elizabeth  Millard,  7-21-1879;  d.  2-25-1081. 


ROBERT  IVES  LEY  LESLIE 

(Fourth  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Son  of  Pharmer) 

Robert  Wesley  Leslie,  eldest  of  the  12  Pharmer  Lesley  children,  was  born 
on  John's  Creek,  Pike  Co.,  Ky.  Sept.  3,  1830.  He  was  a  prosperous  farmer.  He 
never  married.  He  died  May  16,  1873,  at  the  age  of  43  years. 
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The  home  in  Arkansas,  built  by  Mr.  Collinsworth  from  timber  grown 
on  the  homestead;  all  the  Collinsworth  children  were  born  in  this 
house.  At  left  above  is  Fannie  Collinsworth  (now  Mrs.  Summers); 
and  at  right  is  John  Collinsworth,  only  son  of  Mary  Ellen  Lesley 
and  Joseph  Fleming  Collinsworth. 


At  left  above  are 
Mrs.  Rachel  Spears 
(nee  Collinsworth), 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ocie 
Ferguson,  the  latter 
was  Ada  Collinsworth 
before  her  marriage 
to  Mr.  Barr.  Below  is 
Bernice  Spears,  now 
Mrs.  Minyard,  daughter 
of  Rachel  Victoria 
Collinsworth  Spears 
-and  Hansfor  Spears. 


JOHN  EMORY  LESLIE 


(Fourth  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Son  ofPharmer) 

John  Emory  Leslie  was  born  October  16,  1832  on  John's  Creek,  Pike  County, 
entucky.  He  was  married  to  Mary  McDowell  Johnson  of  Tazewell  County,  Virginia, 
he  was  visiting  her  brother  Barney  Johnson  who  had  purchased  land  nearby.  They 
ere  married  in  either  the  latter  part  of  1860  or  the  first  part  of  1861. 

John  Emory  and  Mary  Leslie  resided  on  a  farm  on  John's  Creek  near  the 
outh  of  Bent  Branch.  All  of  their  five  children  were  born  on  this  farm.  John 
nory  died  on  April  3,  1869  and  he  is  buried  in  the  Ford  Cemetery  on  John's 
reek.  His  widow  was  remarried  in  1873  to  Richard  T.  Cecil.  She  died  January 
7,  1920  and  is  buried  in  the  Ford  Cemetery  also. 

The  five  children  of  John  Emory  Leslie  and  Mary  McDowell  were:  Mary  Ellen, 
ho  married  J.  F,  Col  1 insworth.  and  went  to  Arkansas,  and  whose  descendents  are 
jw  in  California;  Martha  Rebecca,  who  married  J.  F.  Keyser.  and  lived  in  West 
Lrginia  where  her  descendants  are  now  living;  Louisa  Helen,  who  married  Lipford 
rom  Tazewell  County,  Virginia,  and  who  died  there  within  a  year  after  her  mar- 
iage;  Pharmer  Garl and,  who  married  Alta  Maynard,  and  lived  in  the  vicinity  of 
shland,  Ky.  where  some  of  his  family  now  reside;  and  Victoria  Elizabeth  Leslie, 
ho  married  Albert  Clinton  Mims,  who  after  her  death  took  his  family  to  South- 
rn  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  where  they  now  reside. 

The  Family  of  Mary  Ellen  Leslie  and  Joseph  Fleming  Collinsworth 

Mary  Ellen  Leslie. the  oldest  child  of  John  Emory  and  Mary  McDowell,  was 
jre  generally  known  among  her  family  and  friends  as  "Ella".  She  was  born 
jne  16,  1862. 

On  April  7,  1880  Mary  Ellen  was  married  to  Joseph  Fleming  Collinsworth. 

;r  husband  was  born  April  3,  1849  on  a  farm  near  the  town  of  Meta,  Pike  County, 
jntucky,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  childhood  home  of  Mary  Ellen.  Joseph,  known 
)  his  friends  and  family  as  "Joe",  was  the  ninth  child  of  Moses  B.  and  Margaret 
illinsworth. 

Shortly  after  their  marriage  Mary  Ellen  and  Joseph  moved  to  Northwest  Arkan- 
is  and  eventually  settled  in  a  community  by  the  name  of  Pleasant  Ridge,  Cross 
wnship,  Carrol  County,  Arkansas.  This  is  about  twelve  miles  north  and  east  of 
ireka  Springs,  Arkansas.  There  they  homesteaded  a  farm  of  160  acres.  Their  six 
ildren  were  all  born  at  that  homestead.  They  were:  IVade  Hampton;  Fannie  Quinn; 
chel  Victoria;  John  Emory;  Virqie  Louise;  and  Ada  Olive. 

Wade  Hampton  Collinsworth  was  born  June  24,  1881,  and  died  about  two 
ars  after  his  birth  and  was  buried  in  Oak  Hill  (Hostetter)  Cemetery.  This  cem- 
ery  is  located  about  five  miles  west  and  south  of  the  Pleasant  Ridge  School 
use  and  about  six  miles  north  and  east  of  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas. 

Mary  Ellen  Collinsworth  died  July  14,  1895  and  her  husband  Joseph  Flem- 
g  Collinsworth  died  on  November  14,  1924.  They  also  are  buried  in  the  Oak 
11  cemetery. 
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Fannie  Quinn  Collinsworth  was  born  November  8,  1883.  She 
attended  the  Pleasant  Ridge  Grammar  School  and  the  Eureka  Springs  High 
School.  She  taught  for  about  two  years  before  and  about  two  years  after 
marriage.  Her  first  school  was  at  Pleasant  Ridge,  and  the  last  two  years 
was  at  Granada  Grammar  School  near  the  farm  upon  which  she  and  her  husband 
resided.  This  school  district  was  later  divided  into  two  schools,  the 
Pleasant  Ridge  Grammar  School  and  the  Grandview  Grammar  School. 

Fannie  was  married  to  Robert  Andrew  Summers  on  February  27,  1907. 

Robert  Andrew  took  his  new  bride  to  home  on  a  farm  on  Kings  River,  Cross 
Township,  Carroll  County,  Arkansas,  about  three  miles  north  and  east  of 
the  town  of  Grandview.  "Home”  was  in  the  log  cabin  built  by  the  parents 
of  Robert  Andrew  when  they  homesteaded  the  farm  in  about  1865.  Robert 
Andrew  was  born  on  the  farm  in  the  log  cabin  on  March  28,  1670.  This  was 
the  year  in  which  his  parents  obtained  the  deed  for  the  homestead.  The 
deed  was  signed  by  President  0.  S.  Grant.  Sometime  during  the  first  two 
years  of  the  Summers'  marriage  a  new  frame  house  was  built  about  100  feet 
from  the  log  cabin.  It  was  in  the  new  frame  house  that  the  three  children 
of  Fannie  Quinn  and  Robert  Andrew  were  born.  Mr.  Summers  died  on  April  4, 
1932  and  is  buried  in  the  Moreland  Cemetery,  which  is  located  near  the 
intersection  of  Moreland  Creek  and  Kings  River,  about  two  miles  north  of 
Grandview  and  about  one  mile  from  the  old  homestead.  Mrs.  Summers 
continued  to  live  on  the  farm  for  about  three  years  after  the  death  of  her 
husband.  In  1935,  she  moved  to  California  and  presently  lives  in  Artesia, 
California,  a  small  town  about  25  miles  south  and  east  of  the  city  of 
Los  Angeles. 

Helen  Agnes  Summers,  b.  18-16-1908,  was  named  for  her 
great  aunt,  Louisa  Helen  Leslie,  and  a  neighbor  of  the  family.  She 
attended  schools  of  Grandview  and  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas,  the  latter 
the  same  high  school  her  mother  attended  20  years  before,  and  under  the 
same  Professor  Barnett.  Helen  graduated  in  1928,  which  year  also  marked 
two  milestones  for  the  little  city  —  the  completion  of  the  civic  auditorium 
and  the  paving  of  the  streets.  During  that  summer,  too,  while  waiting  on 
tables  at  White's  Restaurant,  Helen  met  Miss  Marian  Talley,  the  great 
soprano  who  was  enroute  between  engagements  of  her  American  Tour  that 
year.  Helen  attended  the  Wichita  Business  College  in  1928-29  and  did 
secretarial  work  for  awhile  and  later  entered  employment  with  the  Wilmark 
Service,  a  detective  agency,  as  investigator,  which  work  took  her  over  a 
large  portion  of  the  U.S.  She  was  married  in  California  on  1-22-1939 

to  Eldon  Arthur  White,  only  child  of  Arthur  W.  and  Alice  L.  White.  Helen 
died  on  1-8-1949  and  is  buried  in  Mountain  View  Cemetery,  Altadena,  Calif. 

Robert  Arlis  Summers,  b.  12-24-1910,  d.  8-24-1912,  age  20 
mos.,  buried  in  the  Moreland  Cemetery  in  Arkansas.  Willard  Winfield 
Summers,  b.  12-12-1916,  educated  at  Grandview  and  Berry vi lie  schools  in 
Carroll  County,  Arkansas.  Attended  the  College  of  the  Ozarks,  Fullerton 
Junior  College,  in  California,  from  which  latter  he  received  an  AA  degree 
in  1938;  he  then  entered  U.  of  Calif,  at  Berkeley,  grad,  with  BA  degree  in 
1941.  In  1942  entered  Graduate  College  of  the  U.  of  Calif.,  but  went  on 
leave  of  absence  during  WWII.  He  served  in  the  U.S.  Army  from  Feb.  1943 
to  Dec.  1945,  participating  in  battles  for  Leyte  Island,  Philippine  Islands, 
and  Okinawa  Island,  and  later  served  with  the  Occupation  Force  in  Korea, 
and  was  discharged  on  12-15-1945,  with  rate  of  S.  Sgt.  He  holds  the 
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Array  Good  Conduct  Ribbon,  the  Philippine  Liberation  Ribbon,  with  two 
bronze  stars;  the  Asiatic-Pacific  Campaign  Ribbon  with  two  bronze  stars; 
the  Korean  Occupation  Ribbon,  and  the  WW1I  Victory  Ribbon.  After  2  years 
of  civilian  life,  Willard  entered  the  U.  S.  Navy  on  11-3-1947  and  is 
still  in  the  service.  He  is  now  a  Yeoman  1st  Cl.  His  tours  of  Navy 
duty  have  included  the  Philippines,  Italy,  and  two  tours  in  Washington, 

D.C.  He  is  presently  (in  1956)  being  sent  to  California.  The  Navy  has 
added  two  ribbons.  Good  Conduct  and  The  National  Defense  Service. 

Rachel  Victoria  Collinsworth  was  born  January  29th,  1886.  On 
December  16,  1900,  "Vic"  as  she  is  called  by  family  and  friends  was 
married  to  Hansford  Winfield  Spears,  who  was  born  in  Johnson  County, 

Kentucky.  For  the  next  four  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spears  lived  in  Arkansas 
where  Mr.  Spears  taught  school.  Vic,  only  14  at  the  time  of  her  marriage, 
continued  her  education  in  the  schools  where  her  husband  taught.  In  1904 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spears  moved  to  Southern  California.  They  lived  near  Costa 
Mesa,  Orange  County,  for  awhile  and  later  lived  at  the  Stalder  Ranch, 
Wineville,  Riverside  County.  In  1914  they  bought  a  farm  in  the  Pleasant 
Ridge  Community,  Arkansas.  This  farm  is  still  known  as  "The  Spears'  Place". 
The  Spears  family  returned  to  Southern  California  about  1916,  and  lived 
in  both  Wineville  and  Chino,  where  Hansford  worked  as  a  ranch  foreman. 

In  1918  they  moved  to  El  Segundo  where  Hansford  was  employed  for  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  for  a  short  time.  In  1919  they  settled  in  Artesia, 
California  and  operated  a  wholesale  dairy  farm.  In  1928  they  moved  to 
Anaheim,  California,  where  Rachel  Victoria  still  lives,  and  where  Hansford 
lived  until  his  death  from  cancer  on  June  17,  1938. 

Olive  Bernice  Spears  was  born  September  24,  1913  on  the 
Stalder  Ranch,  Wineville,  Riverside  County,  California.  She  attended  the 
California  schools  and  received  an  AA  degree  from  Fullerton  Junior  College, 
June  13,  1933;  and  a  BA  degree  from  Texas  College  of  Arts  and  Industries, 
Kingsville,  Texas,  May  30,  1955.  She  was  married  on  June  15,  1935  at 
Yuma,  Arizona  to  William  Clayton  Minyard.  of  Bessemer,  Alabama.  Their  only 
child,  Linda  Lee  Minyard  was  born  in  San  Diego,  California,  January  15,  1941. 
Commander  Minyard  has  served  in  the  United  States  Navy  since  1931.  The 
Minyards'  tours  of  duty  have  included  San  Diego,  California  (four  times), 
Norfolk,  Virginia,  twice,  and  once  each  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  Washington,  D.C. 
and  Kingsville,  Texas.  They  are  now  stationed  at  Patuxent  River,  Maryland. 
Linda  Lee  is  now  a  freshman  in  high  school, 

John  Emory  Collinsworth.  b.  6-9-1888,  m.  on  4-2-1919  to  Esther 
Lillie  Ferguson,  a  native  of  the  Pleasant  Ridge  (Ark.)  community.  They 
resided  on  the  "Spears"  place  until  1923  and  removed  to  Southern  California. 

Except  for  a  brief  period  in  the  army  during  WWl ,  John  Emory  has  been 

engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  now  runs  a  wholesale  dairy  in  Artesia, 

Calif.  Their  children:  Kelva  Uline.  b.  7-20-1922,  in  Arkansas,  attended 

school  at  Artesia  and  Norwalk,  Calif.,  and  took  a  two-year  pre-nursing 
course  at  Junior  College,  Fullerton,  and  Pasadena  College,  Pasadena,  Calif. 

She  trained  as  a  nurse  at  Good  Samaritan  Hospital,  L.A.  She  m.  George  Rais 
of  Globe,  Ariz.  on  12-29-1946.  They  live  in  Artesia,  and  have  three  children: 
all  born  in  California.  Judith  Ann,  adopted  dau.,  b.  3-21-1947;  John  Joseph, 
b.  6-27-1951,  and  George  Scott  Rais,  b.  5-14-1954.  Shelby  Robt.  Collinsworth. 
b.  5-22-1927,  also  ed.  at  Artesia  and  Norwalk,  Calif.,  m.  Betty  Rosean 
Haselblad.  8-25-1950.  Their  dau.  Sheryl  Ann  was  b.  9-10-1951.  Shelby 
served  in  U.S.  Army  1950-1951.  He  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the 
wholesale  dairy  business. 
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Virqie  Louise  Collinsworth.  b.  10-9-1891,  m.  in  1924  to  John 
Paterson  Barr,  He  was  born  6-11-1890  at  Deepwater,  Missouri.  The  Barr's 
resided  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  in  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  at  which  latter 
place  Mrs.  Barr's  death  occurred  on  4-6-1931.  Mr.  Barr  returned  to 
Kansas  City,  where  he  was  employed  for  35  years  as  engineer  with  the 
Missouri  Pacific  Railway.  Mr.  Barr  died  4-6-1948.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Barr  are  buried  in  the  Mt.  Muncie  cemetery  at  Leavenworth.  The  two 
Barr  children  resided  after  their  mother's  death  with  their  aunts,  Mary 
and  Margaret  Barr  in  Leavenworth. 

James  Robt.  Barr,  b.  4-24-1926,  grad.  U.  of  Kansas  Law 
School,  Lawrence,  Kansas,  m.  6-11-1948  to  Joann  Pugh,  of  Wichita,  Kansas. 

He  is  associated  with  her  father's  law  firm  in  that  city.  They  have  two 
children:  Stephen  Clifford  Barr,  b.  3-6-1950,  and  Angela  Barr,  b.  2-6-1954. 
Mary  Joann  Barr,  dau.  of  Virgie  Collinsworth  and  John  Barr,  b.  11-10-1929, 
grad.  U.  of  Kansas,  m.  to  John  Nelson  on  8-20-1955.  They  reside  in  Salina, 
Kansas. 


Ada  Olive  Collinsworth.  b.  1-1-1894,  m.  Ocie  Oral  Ferguson 
5-13-1917.  Mr.  Ferguson  was  a  farmer  in  Arkansas,  They  moved  to 
Artesia,  California  in  1935,  and  engaged  in  the  dairy  business,  and 
later  purchased  an  orange  grove  in  Cypress,  Calif.  He  is  retired  and 
they  reside  in  Cypress.  Their  three  children:  Wm.  Joseph  Ferguson, 
b.  2-26-1918,  ra.  Marguerite  Louise  Hall  on  7-28-1939.  They  live  at 
Placentia,  Calif,  where  he  is  a  professional  gardener  and  horticulturist. 

Their  dau.  Jeanette  Louise  Ferguson,  b.  6-4-1940,  is  a  sophomore  in  high 
school.  Iris  Louise  Ferguson  only  daughter  of  Ada  and  Ocie  Ferguson  was 
b.  March  So,  1923  and  died  in  Jan.  1926.  Donal  Leon  Ferguson,  b.  12-26-1926, 
at  Norwalk,  Calif.,  m.  on  4-16-1948  to  Carrie  Ellen  Stamper.  He  is  a 
rubber  molder  at  Cypress.  Their  children:  Ronald  Leon  Ferguson,  b.  4-30-1950, 
and  Connie  Ellen  Ferguson,  b.  Aug.  27,  1952. 
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The  Family  of  Martha  Rebecca  Leslie  and  J.  F.  Keyser 

Martha  Rebecca  Leslie,  the  daughter  of  John  Bnory  Leslie  and  Mary  John¬ 
son,  was  born  in  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  about  the  year  1864.  She  was  married 
on  September  29,  1881,  to  J.  F.  Kevser.  of  Wheeling,  West  Virginia.  Her  hus¬ 
band  was  born  December  18,  1841,  on  a  farm  near  Covington,  Virginia.  He  was 
the  11th  of  the  13  children  of  Fleming  Keyser  and  Nancy  J.  Morris;  and  the 
grandson  of  W.  M.  Keyser  and  Kesiah,  his  wife. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keyser  resided  for  the  greater  part  of  their  married  life 
in  Williamson,  West  Virginia.  Mr.  Keyser  had  settled  in  the  section  in  1880 
and  had  taught  school  for  many  years  in  Mingo  County,  West  Virginia,  and 
in  Pike  County,  Kentucky.  They  moved  to  Williamson  in  1893,  two  years  after 
the  city  was  laid  out,  coming  from  Pond  Creek,  Kentucky.  He  taught  school 
for  a  long  period  in  a  building  on  Second  Avenue  opposite  the  present  site  of 
the  Mountaineer  Hotel. 

In  1895  Mr.  Keyser  was  made  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  first  election 
held  in  Mingo  County,  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  12  years.  He  was  may¬ 
or  in  1898  for  one  term;  was  a  member  of  the  Town  Council  twice  and  town  re¬ 
corder  twice.  In  1901  he  supervised  the  installation  of  the  city’s  first  wa¬ 
ter  system  and  was  superintendent  of  the  water  works  for  four  years.  After 
retiring  from  public  service  he  engaged  for  many  years  in  the  field  of  book¬ 
keeping.  Mr.  Keyser  was  a  Mason  and  held  numerous  offices  with  the  O’Brien 
Lodge.  The  family  resided  at  103  Harvey  Street  for  forty  years.  They  were 
the  parents  of  five  children. 

Rebecca  Leslie  Keyser  died  at  the  age  of  70  on  January  30,  1933.  Her 
husband  followed  her  in  death  six  weeks  later  --  in  March  —  and  at  that  time 
was  the  oldest  resident  in  the  section.  Both  were  taken  to  Huntington,  West 
Virginia,  for  burial  in  Woodraere  Cemetery. 

John  Lee  Kevser.  born  July  6,1882,  at  Pond  Creek,  Pike  County, 
Kentucky,  was  the  eldest  of  the  five  children,  and  is  the  only  one  living  as 
this  is  being  written.  He  lives  in  Iaeger,  West  Virginia.  Several  of  his 
eight  children  are  also  living  at  that  place.  His  children  are  all  "Methodist 
and  Democrats".  His  wife  is  the  former  Maggie  Wilcox,  of  Hurricane,  W.  Va. 
They  resided  formerly  in  Williamson,  West  Virginia,  where  all  but  two,  the  sec¬ 
ond  and  the  youngest  of  their  children  were  born. 

Carl  Johnson  Kevser.  born  March  13,  1908,  was  married  at  Pikeville,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  on  December  3,  1930,  to  Wilma  Lois  Toney.  They  have  two  sons:  Carl  Lee 
Kevser.  born  September  22,  1931;  and  Roger  Brent  Kevser.  born  October  12,1941. 
The  family  resides  at  Iaeger. 

Charles  Edward  Kevser  was  born  September  12,  1910,  at  Guar,  W.  Va. ,  and 
died  January  4,  1940.  The  third  child,  Burke  Winfred  Kevser.  born  December 
14,  1912,  is  as  yet  unmarried  and  lives  with  his  parents  at  Iaeger. 

Mary  Rebecca  Kevser  was  born  November  11,  1914,  and  married  Walter  Greer 
on  February  13,  1938.  They  live  in  Williamson,  and  have  no  children.  Margaret 
Lee  Kevser  was  born  December  31,  1916  and  was  married  to  Edwin  H.  Hill  on 
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August  17,  1952.  They  have  no  children.  They  live  in  Marysville,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 


Helen  Virginia  Kevser  was  born  August  21,  1919,  and  married  Richard 
Lipscomb  on  September  12,  1952.  They  have  no  children.  They  live  in  Iaeger, 
West  Virginia.  Henrietta  Ford  Kevser.  born  March  5,  1923,  married  Ira  Jessie 
on  December  21,  1952.  They  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  Rickey  Eugene  Jessie. 
born  December  6th  1954.  This  family  also  resides  in  Iaeger,  West  Virginia. 

James  Eugene  Kevser  was  born  May  15,  1928,  at  Iaeger,  W.  Va. 

He  was  married  on  October  6,  1951  to  Georgia  Ann  Keen.  They  have  one  daugh¬ 
ter,  Virginia  Ann  (Ginger)  Kevser.  born  February  5,  1953.  They  live  at  Iaeger. 

James  Cecil  Kevser.  the  second  son  of  Rebecca  and  J.  F.  Keyser, 
was  born  July  2,  1883.  He  lived  at  Williamson,  W.  Va.  He  is  deceased. 

Ellen  E.  Kevser  was  born  in  Williamson,  West  Virginia.  She 
was  born  January  9,  1885  and  was  married  in  1902  to  Charles  H.  Jones,  an 
attorney  and  business  man  of  that  city.  Her  husband,  together  with  others, 
installed  the  city's  first  telephone  system.  He  died  in  June  1914.  There 
were  no  children  in  this  family.  Mrs.  Jones  was  prominent  in  social  affairs 
and  was  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  She  was  well  known  for 
her  interest  in  and  support  of  projects  for  the  betterment  of  the  community. 

Trudie  Cyrus  Kevser  was  the  fourth  of  the  Rebecca  Leslie  and 
J.  F.  Keyser  children.  She  was  born  on  September  9,  1889  at  Williamson, and 
was  married  to  Elba  J.  Wilcox,  an  attorney.  They  resided  in  Huntington, West 
Virginia,  for  thirty  years.  Mrs.  Wilcox  died  in  1953  and  is  buried  in  Wood- 
mere  Cemetery,  Huntington.  Her  husband  preceded  her  in  death.  They  were  the 
parents  of  two  sons,  Jack  and  Jim,  and  an  adopted  daughter,  Ernestine  Ray 
Wilcox.  The  latter  is  now  Mrs.  Ernestine  Lopex.  and  resides  in  Hialeah,  Flori¬ 
da. 

James  F.  (Jim)  Wilcox  was  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Huntington,  West 
Virginia,  but  has  recently  removed  to  Charleston,  West  Virginia,  where  he  is 
associated  with  the  Charleston  branch  of  Dun  &  Bradstreet,  Inc. 

Jack  Wilcox  became  blind  in  1941  at  the  age  of  16  while  attending  Cen- 
•  tral  High  School,  Huntington.  He  then  studied  at  the  West  Virginia  Schol 
for  the  blind  at  Romney  where  he  completed  his  high  school  work  and  was 
salutorian  for  his  class.  At  the  age  of  22  he  won  the  highest  academic  hon¬ 
or  that  is  bestowed  on  an  undergraduate  by  Marshall  College,  Huntington, West 
Virginia.  This  was  the  Bachelor's  Degree,  summa  cum  laude.  The  youth  finish¬ 
ed  college  work  in  3  years,  not  missing  even  a  summer  session.  He  was  ably 
assisted  by  his  dog  which  he  procured  in  1945.  Although  he  mastered  Braille, 
he  used  it  rarely  in  college,  employing  readers,  instead.  Dr.  Wilcox  was 
located  in  Blackfoot,  Idaho,  for  a  while,  but  is  now  living  in  Burbank,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  with  his  wife  and  baby  son,  Timmy  Jack  Wilcox,  born  August  2,  1955. 

He  has  abandoned  a  medical  career  to  do  counseling  work  in  psychology. 

George  Iden  Kevser  was  the  youngest  of  the  five  children  of 
Rebecca  Leslie  and  James  F.  Keyser.  He  was  born  September  15,  1901  and  was 
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married  on  July  27,  1932  to  Vada  V.  Reasor.  He  was  a  doctor  and  practiced  in 
Williamson,  West  Virginia,  He  is  deceased.  A  daughter,  Mary  Martha  Kevser. 
graduated  from  Sullins  College,  Bristol,  Virginia,  in  1953. 

Louisa  Helen  Leslie  and  Richard  Amos  Lipford 

Helen  Louisa  Leslie  was  born  in  1866  at  Meta,  Pike  County,  Ky.  She  was 
married  on  June  6,  1887,  at  Pikeville,  to  Richard  Amos  Lipford.  of  Virginia. 
They  returned  to  Cedar  Bluff,  Tazewell  Co.,  to  live  but  Helen  soon  contracted 
typhoid  fever  and  died  on  November  4,  1887.  She  is  buried  in  Jones  Chapel 
Cemetery,  Cedar  Bluff,  Virginia. 

Farmer  Garland  Leslie  and  Alta  Maynard 

Farmer  Garland  Leslie,  only  son  of  John  Emory  Leslie,  was  born  on  Oct. 

17,  1867,  at  Meta,  Pike  County,  Ky.,  and  was  married  in  Pike  County  in  1891 
to  Alta  Maynard,  daughter  of  Wayne  Maynard.  They  had  two  sons  and  one  daugh¬ 
ter.  Farmer  died  January  2,  1942,  and  is  buried  in  the  Ford  Cemetery,  on 
John's  Creek.  Wade  Hampton  Leslie,  born  March  4,  1396,  in  Pike  County,  on 
Grassy  Creek  of  Coon.  He  attended  the  local  schools  and  had  one  year  of  high 
school  in  Pikeville,  and  three  terms  on  Peters  Creek,  at  Phelps,  Kentucky, 
at  the  Presbyterian  College.  He  has  been  in  the  restaurant  business  at  various 
locations  in  Boyd  County,  Kentucky,  and  in  West  Virginia.  He  is  now  located 
at  Ceredo,  West  Virginia.  His  wife  is  the  former  Hattie  James.  They  reside 
in  Ashland,  Ky.  They  have  two  sons  who  are  associated  with  their  father  in 
the  restaurant  business. 

The  second  son  of  Farmer  Garland  Leslie  was  G.  Trimble  Leslie,  who  lived 
at  Logan  and  Bluefieid,  W.  Va.  He  is  deceased.  Further  information  was  not 
obtained,  regarding  this  son  nor  his  sister,  the  daughter  of  Farmer  Leslie, 
and  her  name  was  not  supplied. 
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The  Mims  family  taken  in 
October,  1938  at  Nashville, 
Tenn.  Left  to  right:  Mrs. 
Mary  F.  Mims,  stepmother; 

A.  C.  Mims,  father;  Talmage 
Eunice,  Marion,  Walter,  and 
Lucy  Mims  Mahlow. 


Marion  Mims 


Eunice  Mims 


The  Family  of  Victoria  Elizabeth  Leslie  and  Albert  C.  Mims 


Victoria  Elizabeth  Leslie  was  born  October  8,  1869.  She  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  to  Albert  Clinton  Mims,  on  September  29,1887. 

She  was  the  mother  of  six  children,  all  born  at  Meta,  Pike  County.  Victoria 
(or  Victorie,  as  she  was  called)  died  on  January  5,  1898,  and  was  buried  in 
Bent  Ridge  Cemetery,  near  Meta.  One  child,  Fawnie  Ethel,  born  January  12, 

1892,  died  March  5,  1893,  and  is  also  buried  there. 

Mr.  Mims  married  a  second  time  to  Alice  Bevins,  who  lived  only  about 
two  years  after  their  marriage.  The  Mims  children  attended  the  local  schools 
for  about  five  years  after  their  mother's  death  in  1898.  In  1903,  Mr.  Mims 
gathered  his  brood  of  five  children,  then  ranging  in  age  from  6  to  15,  into 
a  covered  wagon  and  drove  into  southern  Kentucky  for  a  distance  of  350  miles. 

It  was  mid-winter  and  they  spent  about  30  days  on  the  road. 

The  Mims  family  first  lived  at  Highway,  Kentucky,  about  three  years;  and 
they  moved  to  Forest  Cottage,  Kentucky,  where  they  lived  about  three  years.  He 
married  his  third  wife,  who  was  Mary  Frances  Coffee,  and  she  it  was  who  moth¬ 
ered  the  little  family  from  that  time  on.  There  were  several  half-brothers 
and  sisters.  Soon  they  moved  to  Denver,  Tennessee,  about  100  miles  west  of 
Nashville,  Tennessee.  Mr.  Mims  farmed  and  worked  in  timber  until  about  1937.  ) 
Mims,  who  was  born  November  12,  1860,  near  Pikeville,  Ky.,  died  at  Paris, Ten¬ 
nessee,  December  5,  1944,  and  is  buried  in  Mt.  Olivet  Cemetery,  Nashville, Ten¬ 
nessee. 

The  three  sons  and  the  eldest  daughter  have  made  their  home  in  and  a- 
round  Nashville  for  most  of  their  adult  lives.  The  youngest  daughter  mar¬ 
ried  a  native  of  Michigan  and  has  resided  in  that  state. 

Eunice  Mims,  the  eldest  daughter,  was  born  September  17,1888, 
and  has  never  married.  She  has  been  a  homemaker  and  has  led  a  very  active 
and  worthwhile  life.  She  acted  as  her  father's  secretary  from  the  time  she 
could  write  a  check  or  a  contract  as  the  situation  required.  She  now  makes 
her  home  with  a  half-sister  in  Memphis,  Tennessee,  and  is  ever  ready  to  help 
in  time  of  need  among  any  of  her  brothers  and  sisters'  families.  She  has 
been  of  tremendous  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  history,  and  has 
been  instrumental  in  making  contact  with  many  others  outside  her  immediate 
family.  Her  penmanship  is  excellent  and  she  has  a  facility  of  expression 
which  would  seem  to  belie  her  statement  that  she  "never  attended  a  grade 
school  in  her  life  and  not  at  all  after  she  was  sixteen  years  of  age". 

Talmage  Mims  was  born  May  7,  1890.  He  was  13  years  of  age 
when  his  father  took  the  family  into  southern  Kentucky.  He  completed  his 
8th  grade  education  at  Albany,  Clinton  County,  Kentucky.  Since  early  man¬ 
hood  he  has  been  a  resident  of  the  state  of  Tennessee.  His  occupations  have 
included  farming,  stockraising,  timbering,  and  road  construction.  He  has  al¬ 
so  been  a  millwright  and  a  building  contractor.  His  accomplishments  in  all 
of  these  fields  are  graphically  and  amusingly  related  in  the  following,  as 
told  by  himself: 


248 


Oman  To  Share 


(Continued  From  Page  One) 


)man  To  Share 
’akisfan  Job 

2  Other  Firms  Named 
In  $30  Million  Work; 
Party  Leaves  Sunday 

y  GENE  GRAHAM 

Oman  Construction  company  of 
ashville  and  two  associated  engl- 
»ering  concerns  yesterday  were 
yarded  a  $30,000,000  contract  to 
instruct  air  bases  and  other  mili- 
ry  facilities  in  Pakistan. 

Stirton  Oman,  chairman  of  the  * 
oard  of  the  Nashville  firm,  said 
i  party  of  Oman  officials  will 
eave  here  Sunday  en  route  to 
’akistan  to  make  the  neces- 
ary  arrangements  to  begin  con- 
truction. 

"We  expect  to  start  right  away," 
man  said.  “About  100  or  150 
mericans  will  be  employed  on 
e  job,  but  we  don’t  know  right 
iw  how  many  Nashvillians  will 
i  there.” 

ngineers  Announce  Award 
Announcement  of  the  contract 
vard  was  made  in  Washington  by 
my  engineers  following  months 
preliminary  study  and  recom- 
endations  by  American  engineer 
ficera  in  Pakistan. 

Oman  will  work  as  a  unit  with 
se  R.  P.  Farnsworth  company 
f  New  Orleans  and  the  WTigtvt 
obstruction  company  of  Colum¬ 


bus,  Ga.,  in  constructing  the 
huge  project. 

The  army  said  the  work  is 
scheduled  to  be  completed  in 
about  two  years. 

The  facilities  to  be  built  will  be 
under  the  control  of  the  Pakistani 
government.  They  are  designed, 
the  army  said,  to  prepare  that 
country'a  armed  forces "  to  handle 
modern  military  equipment  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  United  States. 

Details  on  the  Pakistan  facili¬ 
ties  were  not  disclosed. 

Project  in  Azores 

The  Oman-Farnsworth-Wright 
association  is  also  still  engaged 
in  a  multi-million  dollar  project 
in  the  Azores  island,  a  Portuguese 
possession  in  mid-Atlantic. 

Stirton  Oman  said  J.  R.  Mims 
of  Nashville  will  be  project 
manager  of  the  Pakistan  job. 
Mims  and  R.  H.  Godwin  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  Oman  vice  president  and 


J.  R.  Mims 
Project  manager 


general  manager,  will  be  among 
the  group  leaving  here  Sunday 
for  the  Far  East,  he  said. 

Another  Nashvillian  who  will 
be  assigned  to  the  Pakistan  job 
is  Ed  Morris,  Oman  equipment 
superintendent,  who  for  the  past 
two  years  has  held  a  similar  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  Azores  job,  Oman  said. 

"Morris  is  now  in  Casablanca 
and  will  meet  those  leaving  here 
Sunday,”  Oman  said. 

Headquarters  in  Karachi 

“Our  headquarters  will  be  in 
Karachi,  a  city  of  about  1,700,000,” 
Oman  said.  "We  will  build  houses 
and  apartments  for  the  families 
of  the  men  assigned  to  the 
project.” 

He  said  Mims’  family  will  ac¬ 
company  him  to  Pakistan,  Mos¬ 
lem  area  of  the  India  sub¬ 
continent.  Both  India  and  Pak¬ 
istan  are  now  independent  coun¬ 
tries  associated  with  the  British 
commonwealth. 

Oman  said  he  and  Godwin  went 
to  Pakistan  recently  to  Inspect 
the  area  before  bids  for  the  con¬ 
struction  were  taken. 

He  said  "quite  a  few”  Nashville 
people  will  be  associated  with  the 
Pakistan  project.  Most  of  the 
work  will  be  done  with  Pakistani 
native  labor  though,  Oman  said. 


Excerpt  from  a  Nashville, 
Tenn.  paper,  July  1956. 
Courtesy  of  Mr.  Talmage 
Mims,  father  of  J.  R.  Mims 
mentioned  in  the  article: 


"In  1912,  I  owned  and  operated  the  first  farm  tractor  in  Tennessee. 

In  the  year  1914,  I  threshed  12,000bushels  of  wheat  in  July  and  August. 

In  1916,  while  having  dinner  on  the  ground,  I  raised  $800.00  to  finish 

paying  for  Oak  Grove  Church,  15  miles  west  of  Waverly,  Tennessee.  In 

three  months  of  1919,  I  fattened  or  caused  to  be  fattened,  1,200  head 

of  hogs.  In  1921  to  1925,  I  cut  or  caused  to  be  cut,  hauled  and  sawed 

into  crossties  1,550  acres  of  timber. 

In  1927,  I  fattened  or  caused  to  be  fattened  240  head  of  cattle  in 
four  months.  In  1928  I  moved,  in  two  days,  with  two  men  and  56  kegs 
of  powder,  2000  yards  of  dirt.  In  1932  I  bought  a  field  of  strawberries 
in  Portland,  Tennessee,  for  10  cents  a  crate;  picked  or  caused  to  be 
picked  90  crates  a  day  for  5  days,  and  sold  them  in  Nashville  for  $1.10 
a  crate.  The  same  year  I  worked  at  Nashville  stock  yards  three  months 
at  $3.00  a  week.  Between  January  1,  1914  and  February  1932  we  moved 
16  times  and  had  six  children  born  during  this  time. 

In  1934  I  tore  down  a  four-story  50  x  60  ft.  house  and  carried 
enough  of  it  1/2  mile  on  my  back  to  build  an  8-room  house.  From  1935 
to  1940,  I  worked  on  the  W.P.A.  While  on  W. P.A.  I  operated  or  caused 
to  be  operated  two  farms  for  the  Catholic  church.  In  1938  I  told  the 
Third  National  Bank  I  wanted  to  borrow  $1,000.00.  When  asked  about  my 
collateral  I  told  them  I  had  a  wife  and  six  children,  I  didn’t  know 
anybody  in  the  bank  and  had  no  bank  account, and  had  taken  bankrupt  law 
once.  I  got  $960,00  of  the  $1,000  I  wanted  to  borrow. 

In  1941  I  was  general  foreman  while  building  the  Army  camp  at  Tulla- 
homa.  I  worked  with  54  foremen  and  1,800  laborers  for  five  months.  In 

1942  I  worked  12  months  on  Center  Hill  Dam.  I  worked  at  Oak  Ridge  from 

1943  to  1945  on  the  atomic  bomb.  I  got  a  medal  for  distinguished  ser¬ 
vice.  In  1946  while  working  on  Center  Hill  Dam  I  stood  in  icy  water 
for  six  hours  in  only  my  underclothes  while  stopping  a  leak  which  had 
stopped  the  progress  of  the  work.  In  1954  I  wrecked  or  caused  to  be 
wrecked  83  houses  in  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee,  in  two  months. 

I  have  owned  and  paid  taxes  on  27  pieces  of  real  estate  of  various 
kinds  and  sizes.  In  1930  I  worked  a  man  one  day  10  hours  at  25  cents 
per  hour  and  never  saw  him  any  more  until  1954  when  I  did  some  repair 
work  on  his  house  and  was  paid  $14.80  for  m^  days  work. 

In  1930  I  took  the  Bankrupt  Law  for  $49,000.00  part  of  the  indebted¬ 
ness  being  secured  by  real  estate.  After  12  years  I  paid  the  balance  of 
the  unsecured  debts. 

In  1895  when  I  was  five  I  saw  the  scaffold  on  which  Elison  Mounts 
was  hanged  for  killing  Alafair  McCoy.  In  1900,  when  I  was  ten  years  old, 

I  saw  Bob  Hatfield  when  he  ate  dinner  at  our  house  with  handcuffs  on,  on 
his  way  from  West  Virginia  to  Pikeville,  Kentucky,  to  stand  trial  for 
his  part  in  the  McCoy-Hatfield  feud.  I  was  on  the  spot  where  Devil  Anse 
Hatfield  had  killed  a  bear  near  Elkhorn  City,  Kentucky.  I  was  on  the  spot 
where  Daniel  Boone  had  killed  a  bear  between  Kingsport  and  Johnson  City, 
Tennessee.  I  saw  Mrs.  Randle  McCoy  and  a  granddaughter  baptized  by  a 
Uethodist  preacher  in  the  Big  Sandy  River  in  the  year  1902. 
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I  have  spent  but  six  days  and  nights  above  the  Mason  and  Dixon 
Line.  The  reason  my  children  finished  high  school  was  because  I 
never  finished  the  eighth  grade.  I  have  lived  with  one  wife  over  40 
years  without  a  fight  or  a  serious  quarrel.  I  always  knew  when  to 
stop. 


On  July  4,  1955,  I  caught  two  o'possums  at  the  same  time. 


Talmaqe  Mims  was  married  at  Monticello,  Kentucky,  on  October  9,  1913,  to 
Virgie  El izabeth !Grahan.  of  Wayne  County,  Kentucky,  daughter  of  Elihu  and  Vian; 
Hunter  Graham.  Of  Their  six  children  -  five  daughters  and  one  son  -  all  of 
whom  were  born  at  Waverly,  Tenn.,  have  had  high  school  and  some  of  them  have 
had  some  business  and  other  college  work.  The  son,  James  Rodney  Mims. worked 
his  way  through  Vanderbilt  University  and  was  one  of  the  youngest  men  in  Ten¬ 
nessee  to  get  an  engineer's  license.  He  received  a  degree  in  Engineering.  He 
served  as  Chief  Engineer  in  the  SEABEES  overseas  during  World  War  II.  All 
were  married  at  Nashville,  and  all  but  two  reside  in  that  city.  There  are 
nine  grandchildren.  The  spouses  of  the  Mims  children  are  all  “high  school 
graduates  or  better  ;  most  of  them  are  college  graduates;  all  but  one  own 
their  own  homes  and  all  have  good  jobs." 

Marion  Cecil  Mims. born  September  23,  1893,  on  John's  Creek, Pike 
County,  Kentucky.  He  spent  his  early  childhood  and  began  school  there,  but  in 
1903,  at  the  age  of  10  was  taken  by  his  father  to  Forest  Cottage,  Clinton  Co., 
Kentucky  where  he  finished  his  elementary  and  his  high  school  training.  From 
there  at  about  16  years  of  age,  he  was  removed  with  the  family  to  Tennessee. 
That  state  has  been  his  home  ever  since. 

Although  it  has  been  more  than  50  years  since  Marion  lived  in  Pike  County 
there  stands  out  within  his  memory  many  scenes  from  the  few  years  spent  there. 
He  says  he  will  "never  forget”  the  day  the  family  of  his  first  schoolteacher, 

R.  A.E.  Leslie,  arrived  at  the  home  where  the  family  was  to  live  during  the 
school  term.  They  came,  he  says  on  a  flat  boat  with  four  men  pushing  it,  and 
"you  children  were  running  about  on  the  boat  and  having  the  greatest  time.  I 
vowed  then  and  there  that  if  it  was  the  last  thing  I  did  I  would  have  me  a 
boat  like  that.  So  I  chopped  up  the  floor  out  of  Dad's  barn  loft  and  just  wast 
ed  the  good  lumber  trying  to  build  me  a  flat  boat.  I  was  going  to  push  the  boa 
to  the  mouth  of  John's  Creek  and  back  up  the  creek  as  far  as  I  knew.  Then, that 
was  the  end  of  the  world." 

Marion  Mims  has  lived  in  and  around  Nashville,  Tennessee  for  the  past  45 
years.  He  owns  five  farms  and  is  at  present  living  on  one  of  them,  near  Waver¬ 
ly,  Tennessee.  He  likes  the  country  and  has  all  city  conveniences  along  with 
all  the  joys  of  country  life.  He  was  in  the  timber  business  for  a  number  of 
years  and  for  the  last  several  years  he  has  worked  as  a  steamfitter.  His  work 
has  taken  him  over  most  of  the  United  States.  During  World  War  II  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Kaiser  Ship  Co.  in  the  engine  rooms  of  196  different  ships,  as 
well  as  several  Russian  ships  which  put  into  United  States  ports  for  repairs 
during  the  war.  The  family  lives  at  Waverly,  Tenn. 

Marion  Cecil  Mims  and  Effie  Mitchell,  of  near  Waverly,  Tennessee,  the 
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mghter  of  Asa  McD.  Mitchell  and  Etaily  Desha  Jackson  Mitchell,  were  married 
Johnsonville,  Tennessee,  December  14,  1917.  They  have  five  children:four 
>ns  and  a  daughter;  all  except  the  fourth  son  were  born  in  Humphreys  County, 
innessee.  (The  4th  son  was  born  in  Henry  County,  Tennessee).  The  children 
iceived  most  of  their  elementary  schoolwork  in  Humphreys  County  but  attended 
te  high  schools  of  Nashville,  Tennessee.  Most  of  them  have  had  some  college 
id  university  training  in  their  chosen  fields. 

The  three  eldest  served  in  the  armed  forces  during  World  War  II,  and  the 
ungest  son  worked  as  a  welder  in  shipyards  during  the  war  period.  Of  the 
ns,  one  is  now  a  farmer,  two  are  in  the  meat  business,  and  one  is  a  travel- 
g  salesman.  The  daughter  is  a  nurse.  She  is  unmarried,  as  are  the  two  eld- 
t  sons.  There  are  two  grandchildren. 

Walter  C.  Mims  was  born  May  25,  1895,  at  Meta,  Kentucky,  and  thus 
s  eight  years  of  age  when  taken  to  Tennessee.  He  was  the  first  draftee  in 
rid  War  I  from  Humphreys  County,  Tennessee.  From  Camp  Gordon,  Georgia,  he 
mt  to  Fort  Oglethorpe,  Georgia,  and  Camp  Jackson,  South  Carolina,  for  train- 
g.  He  was  sent  overseas  in  April  1918,  and  saw  service  in  the  defensive  sec- 
r,  in  the  Vosges  Mountains,  and  the  battles  of  St.  Mihiel  and  Argonne  Forest. 

]  was  in  the  5th  Division  and  served  with  the  Army  of  Occupation,  with  head- 
iarters  at  Triev,  Germany.  He  was  discharged  on  August  5,1919,  with  the  rank 
(  Horseshoer  First  Class. 

After  the  war,  Walter  returned  to  farming  and  stockraising  in  the  section 
i  Humphreys  County  known  as  Big  Bottom,  a  fertile  strip  of  land  lying  along 
te  east  bank  of  the  Tennessee  river.  The  small  rural  community  was  known  as 
Istburg  and  was  on  a  rural  route  out  of  Johnsonville,  Tennessee.  Because  of 
e  formation  of  Kentucky  Lake  this  has  been  re-named  New  Johnsonville.  He 
is  married  in  1926  and  the  first  eight  years  of  married  life  was  spent  in  this 
iction  and  three  of  their  four  children  were  born  there. 

Walter  owned  and  operated  a  saw  mill,  and  constructed  roads  and  bridges 
Humphreys  and  Stewart  counties.  In  December  1935  the  family  moved  to  Whites 
(aek  Pike,  Nashville,  Tennessee.  In  July  1941  they  moved  to  the  Nashville  res- 
isnce  where  the  family  still  lives.  From  1936-1942,  Mr.  Mims  was  employed  as 
Ireman  at  the  Smith  Packing  Company;  1942-43  at  the  Center  Hill  Dam,  at  Lan- 
(>ter,  Tennessee,  also  as  foreman;  and  by  the  A.  J.  Jones  Construction  Company 
;  Brunswick,  Georgia,  as  pipefitter  in  1943-45.  He  was  taken  ill  in  August 
115  and  was  not  again  gainfully  employed.  He  died  on  July  19,1951  and  is 
tried  in  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  Nashville. 

Walter  C.  Mims  and  Virginia  Ruth  Prichard  were  married  on  July  21,1926  at 
t;  home  of  Bro.  Horner  W.  Carpenter,  Chattanooga,  Tennessee.  His  wife  was 
t:n  November  17,  1902,  at  Waverly,  Tennessee,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Gus  Henry 
al  Cilia  Griffin  Bowen  Prichard.  After  graduating  from  high  school  in  May  1920 
si  attended  Mid  State  Teachers  College  and  was  employed  by  the  Humphreys  Coun- 
t  Board  of  Education  from  1921  to  1926.  There  are  four  children  and  five 
gmdchildren. 


Cynthia  Ellen  (Lucy)  Mims  was  born  April  13,  1897,  near  Meta, 
Kitucky,  and  was  the  youngest  of  the  six  children  of  Victoria  Elizabeth  Leslie 
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and  Albert  Clinton  Mims.  She  was  married  to  Henry  Mahlow,  of  Elsie,  Michi¬ 
gan  on  December  23,  1923.  There  were  four  children  one  of  whom  died  at  birth, 
There  are  now  four  grandchildren.  Mrs.  Mahlow  now  resides  in  Lapeer,  Michigar 
and  is  employed  as  a  nurse  in  the  hospital  at  the  State  home  and  school  for 
mentally  retarded  children. 

Family  of  Talmage  and  Virgie  Graham  Mims 

Esta  Graham  Mims .  b.  8-4-1914,  m.  11-28-1940  to  Harry  C.  Lehman,  a 
mechanic,  son  of  Joe  A.  Lehman  and  Bessie  Starkey.  Two  children,  b.  at 
Nashville:  Joyce  Fay,  b.  1-5-1949;  Cathy  Ann,  b.  4-14-1952. 

Mary  Mims,  b.  1-31-1917,  m.  6-17-1944  to  Henry  Oscar  Watts.  Jr.,  a 
draftsman,  son  of  Henry  0.  and  Mamie  Rogers  Watts.  One  child,  b.  at  Nashville 
Talmage  Mims  Watts,  b.  6-5-1948. 

Hazel  Mims,  b.  2-3-1920,  m.  2-9-1952  to  Will  Frank  Halcomb,  a  farmer,  son 
of  Faulkner  and  Ruth  Halcomb.  One  child,  b.  at  Nashville;  Don  Halcomb, 
b.  11-24-1952. 

Jas.  Rodney  Mims,  b.  8-11-1922,  m.  4-3-1946  to  Clarice  Lovell,  dau.  Claree 
and  Pauline  Lovell.  Two  children,  b.  at  Nashville:  Rodney.  11-3-1948,  and 
Marjorie  Kay,  b.  10-18-1953. 

Margaret  Elizabeth,  b.  4-12-1924,  m.  12-12-1946  to  Vincent  Angelo  DeGeorq 
son  of  John  DeGeorge  and  Clara  St.  Charles,  of  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  of  French 
descent.  One  child:  Vincent  Angelo.  Jr.,  b.  9-5-1949,  at  Nashville. 

Kathleen  Mims,  b.  12-8-1927,  m.  to  Laurence  Signaigo,  son  of  Albert  and 
Josie  Signaigo,  of  Italian  descent.  Two  children,  b.  at  Memphis,  Tenn.: 

Sandra  Virgie.  b.  7-20-1949,  and  Laurence.  Jr.,  b.  3-7-1955. 

Family  of  Marion  Cecil  and  Effie  Mitchell  Mims 

Walter  Ceci  I  Mims,  b.  3-23-1920,  Johnsonvi 1 le,  Tenn.  Served  in  Marine 
Corps  in  WW  II.  Afterwards  attended  George  Peabody  College,  Nashville,  and 
other  Tenn.  universities.  Unmarried.  Resides  with  parents  and  farms. 

Frank  Mitchell  Mims,  b.  2-25-1922,  at  Denver,  Tenn.  Served  7  yrs.  in 
WW  II  as  communication  technician  in  27  countries  (in  Japan  and  Europe). 
Unmarried.  In  meat  business  in  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Marvin  Carl  Mims .  b.  8-24-1923,  at  Denver,  Tenn.  Served  in  Marine  Corps 
from  1943  to  end  of  war  in  So.  Pacific.  Attended  Geo.  Peabody  College, 
m.  Lois  Parnell  of  Memphis  on  11-18-1954.  In  meat  business  in  Memphis. 

E lvis  Les lie  Mims .  b.  3-16-1925,  at  Paris,  Henry  Co.,  Tenn.  Was  a  welder 
in  shipyards  during  WW  II  in  Ga.  and  Washington.  Now  a  salesman.  Married  on 
11-26-1946  to  Doris  Ann  Taylor,  of  Lexington,  Tenn.  Two  children:  David  Lesli 
b.  11-7-1951,  and  Ann  Marie,  b.  3-8-1954.  Reside  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Ethel  Lorene  Mims .  b.  3-24-1929,  attended  Trevecca  College  and  St.  Thomas 
School  of  Nursing  in  Nashville.  Employed  as  graduate  nurse  in  St.  Thomas 
Hospital,  Nashville.  Unmarried. 


Family  of  Walter  C.  and  Virginia  Ruth  Mims 


Martha  Christine  Mims,  b.  7-9-1927,  Hustburg,  Tenn.  Grad,  high  and 
comptometer,  Nashville;  employed  1945-47;  m.  11-15-1946  to  Gordon  Wal  lace 
Hall,  son  of  J.  Bedford  and  Dononnie  Jackson  Hall,  b.  Moss,  Clay  Co.,  Tenn., 
a  grad,  of  high  and  photography,  served  Marine  Corps  1943-1946,  participating 
in  battle  of  Iwo  Jima  and  occupation  of  Japan,  employed  by  Alladin  Industries, 
Nashville.  Three  children:  Randall  Wallace,  b.  7-17-1948;  Steven  Wayne, 
b.  2-7-1950;  and  Janet  Carroll,  b.  11-16-1951. 

Jas .  Victor  Mims .  b.  New  Johnsonvi lie,  Tenn.  11-26-1919;  employed 
printing,  construction,  and  clerk,  1945-49,  entered  service  1951  but  honorably 
separated  at  death  of  father;  resides  in  Nashville  and  is  empl.  by  Prudential 
Life  Ins.  Co.  On  1-9-1953  m.  to  F loy  Olen  Holt,  dau.  of  Isaac  and  Lillie 
Connor  Holt,  of  Overton  Co.,  Tenn.  She  had  high  and  one  year  college  at  Berea 
nurses  training  at  Mid-State  Baptist  Hosp.,  Nashville,  and  was  a  nurse  1952- 
1955.  They  have  twins,  b.  7-24-1955,  Vici  Lynne  and  Vivian  Lee  Mims. 

Billy  Prichard  Mims,  b.  Denver,  Tenn.  1-3-1933.  Drafted  5-6-1953,  served 
to  5-5-1955,  discharged  with  rank  of  Sgt.  Is  a  horsetrainer  and  employed  in 
Chicago.  Unmarried. 

Linda  Ruth  Mims,  b.  Nashville,  2-22-1945.  In  school  in  Nashville. 

Family  of  Cynthia  Ellen  (Lucy)  Mims  and  Henry  Mahlow 

Henry  Leslie  Mahlow,  b.  Elsie,  Mich.  11-14-1924;  honor  grad,  in  June  1941 
at  Elsie  High  School;  served  1944-46  in  army,  one  yr  in  Patton's  Third  Army 
in  European  Theater;  m.  at  Perry,  Mich.  8-9-1947  to  Laura  E.  Brown,  of  Maxbass 
N.D.  Two  sons:  Lynn  Robt,  b.  11-20-1949,  in  Lansing,  Mich,  and  Larry  Allen, 
b.  10-18-1952.  They  reside  Haslett,  Mich.  Mr.  Mahlow  is  employed  at  the 
Reo  Plant  in  Lansing. 

Almira  Maude  Mahlow.  b.  1-11-1926,  Elsie,  Mich.  Graduated  as  salutorian 
of  h.s.  class  in  1943;  attended  Michigan  State  College  at  East  Lansing,  and 
taught  in  Midland  Co.,  Michigan.  Obtained  B.A.  degree  in  1947  from  Columbia 
University,  NYC.  Married  on  4-10-1948  to  Geo.  E.  Olstead  at  St.  Petersburg, 
Fla.  Received  an  M.A.  and  a  Ph.D.  degree  from  U.  of  Florida,  Gainesville. 
Teaches  languages  in  Gainesville. 

Mildred  Hensley  Mahlow.  b.  1-11-1928,  Elsie,  Mich.  Died  at  birth. 

Buried  in  the  Ford  Cemetery,  near  Elsie. 

Ray  Mims  Mahlow.  b.  2-26-1933,  in  Saginaw,  Mich.  Grad,  with  honors 
from  Perry,  Mich.  H.S.  in  1951.  Married  Janet  Finch  near  Morrice,  Mich,  in 
June  1950.  Two  children:  Terry  Lynne,  b.  at  Perry,  4-29-1951,  and  T imothy 
Ray  Mahlow.  b.  at  Durand,  Mich,  on  4-1-1954.  Ray  is  employed  at  Fischer 
Body  Plant,  Lansing,  Mich.  They  reside  at  their  country  home  near  Perry, 

Mich. 
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Thos  J.  Preston,  wife  and  son  at  mother's  grave. 


JAMES  KENNA  LESLIE 


(Fourth  Generation  —  Robert  Line  —  Son  of  Pharmer) 

James  Kenna  Leslie. 3rd  of  the  Pharmer  Leslie  children,  was  born  on  John's 
Creek,  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  on  June  3,  1834.  He  attended  the  local  schools 
and  entered  Emory  and  Henry  College,  Bnory,  Virginia,  for  the  school  year  1854- 
55.  Coming  to  Floyd  County  as  a  young  man  he  settled  on  land  which  had  been 
acquired  by  his  fa'ther  at  what  is  now  Etana,  Kentucky,  and  resided  there  during 
his  entire  life.  He  was  a  fanner  and  timberman  and  was  also  associated  with 
various  small  business  enterprises  in  Prestonsburg,  the  county  seat  of  Floyd. 

In  1858  he  was  married  to  Roxie  Preston,  of  Johnson  County,  Kentucky.  He  was 
described  as  a  "fine  man,  a  good  neighbor,  and  well  informed".  His  wife  died 
in  1886.  His  death  occurred  in  April  1903.  Both  are  buried  at  Buna. 

There  were  ten  children  in  the  Kenna  Leslie  and  Roxie  Preston  family: 

Mary.  Thomas  Jefferson.  Lee.  DeWitt  Clinton.  Virqie.  Ellen.  Floyd.  Dollie.  Amv. 
and  Thurston  Leslie.  Of  these,  all  are  deceased  except  Amy  who  married  a  Brown 
and  is  now  living  with  some  of  her  children  near  Williamson,  West  Virginia. 

Mary  Leslie  was  born  in  1859;  lived  at  home  and  cared  for  the  younger 
children;  never  married.  Died  about  1888.  DeWitt  Clinton  Leslie,  the  4th 
child,  was  born  in  1865;  married  Laura  Branham,  daughter  of  Andy  Branham.  He 
was  a  landowner  and  they  lived  at  Emma.  They  had  no  children.  DeWitt  Clinton 
died  October  15,  1928.  His  widow  still  lives  at  Bnma. 

Floyd  Leslie,  born  in  1875,  was  a  school  teacher  for  about  ten  years. 
He  never  married.  He  died  in  March  1904  at  29  years  of  age.  Dollie  Leslie, 
who  was  just  younger  than  Floyd,  married  John  0.  Harris  in  1892.  She  died  six 
months  after  her  marriage.  Thurston  Leslie,  the  10th  and  last  child  of  James 
Kenna  Leslie,  was  never  married.  He  resided  with  his  brother,  Lee  Leslie,  and 
farmed.  He  died  in  1914  at  about  40  years  of  age. 

Thomas  Jefferson  Leslie,  the  second  of  James  Kenna  Leslie's  ten  chil¬ 
dren,  was  born  March  1,  1862.  He  was  named  for  Thomas  Jefferson  Mayo,  an  uncle 
by  marriage.  He  was  six  feet  or  more  in  height  and  had  black  hair  and  blue  eyes 
His  occupation  was  farming  but  the  leasing  of  coal  lands  was  his  principal  sourc 
of  income.  He  was  married  twice  and  was  the  father  of  eight  children,  five  by 
the  first  and  three  by  the  second  marriage. 

The  first  wife  of  Thomas  Jefferson  Leslie  was  Ellen  Allen,  daughter  of 
Reuben  Allen,  from  Beaver  Creek.  Their  children  were:  Amos  Leslie,  who  never 
married.  He  was  a  "River”  man,  rafting  logs  and  pushboating.  He  died  at  about 
23  years  of  age,  and  is  buried  at  Qnma  in  the  Leslie  family  cemetery.  The 
second  son  was  Thomas  E.  Leslie,  born  in  1890.  He  was  a  doctor  and  practiced 
at  Bnma  until  about  1934  when  he  moved  to  Olive  Hill,  Kentucky,  where  he  prac¬ 
ticed  until  his  death  which  occurred  in  1948.  He,  too,  is  buried  at  Bnma.  At 
about  35  years  of  age  he  married  Sybil  Sherman  and  they  had  one  son,  Thomas 
G.  Leslie,  who  lives  at  Olive  Hill. 

Dora  Leslie. the  third  of  the  first  family,  was  born  in  1887,  and 
was  married  in  1903  to  Sam  Porter,  the  son  of  Logan  Porter,  of  Cow  Creek, 
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'loyd  County.  Mr.  Porter  was  a  school  teacher  and  coal  operator.  He  was  born 
in  1880.  They  had  two  children:  Henry  Leslie  Porter,  born  1906,  at  Bnma,  and 
lied  there  in  October,  at  about  the  age  of  23.  He  never  married.  Georgia 
’orter.  born  in  1910,  at  Emma,  and  educated  at  Ashland,  Ky.,  was  a  business  sec- 
-etary.  She  married  at  Huntington,  W.  Va.  to  Leo  Bunn,  a  salesman.  They  live 
in  Huntington  and  have  one  daughter,  Judith  Bunn,  born  in  1930. 

Alice  Leslie  was  the  fourth  member  of  Thos.  J.  Leslie's  first  family. 
>he  was  born  in  1803.  She  was  married  on  October  10,  1906  at  her  home  in  Bnma 
.o  Forest  Preston,  son  of  Lafayette  Preston,  of  Paintsville,  Johnson  County, 
ientucky.  Her  husband  attended  Mayo  Business  College.  He  was  a  coal  operator 
or  twenty  years,  and  later  entered  the  business  of  dairy  farming.  They  had 
'our  children: 


Ralph  Preston,  born  November  9,  1907,  at  Alonzo,  Floyd  County, 
ientucky,  was  educated  at  Paintsville  and  has  been  in  the  dairy  business  there 
or  25  years.  He  is  now  serving  his  fourth  term  as  city  councilman.  The  Ralph 
■reston's  have  two  children:  Alice  Eleanora  Preston,  born  August  4,  1930,  at 
'aintsville;  graduated  at  Morehead  State  College  in  August  1954  and  is  now 
eaching  at  Oil  Springs,  Kentucky.  Patricia  Anne  Preston,  born  May  29,  1934, 
it  Paintsville,  is  now  in  her  third  year  at  the  University  of  Kentucky  at  Lex- 
ngton,  majoring  in  Home  Economics. 

Thomas  J.  Preston,  the  second  son  of  Alice  Leslie  and  Forest 
reston,  was  born  March  2,  1909,  at  Emma,  Floyd  County,  Ky.  He  was  educated 
t  Paintsville  where  he  attended  high  school  and  the  John  C.  C.  Mayo  College, 
e  studied  at  the  University  of  Kentucky,  Department  of  Extension,  from  which 
e  received  a  certificate  in  Highway  Engineering.  He  has  been  connected  with 
he  Kentucky  Department  of  Highways  for  the  past  25  years  and  at  present  holds 
position  of  Assistant  Chief  Locating  Engineer,  and  is  a  Registered  Profession- 
1  Engineer.  He  was  married  September  17,  1933,  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  to 
ary  Lyter  Robertson,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Eula  Donaldson  Robertson  of 
arrollton,  Kentucky.  Their  son,  Tommy  Lyter  Preston,  born  September  25,  1934, 
t  Carrollton,  is  majoring  in  Journalism  at  the  University  of  Kentucky,  Lexing- 
on.  Thomas  J.  Preston  served  as  Chief  Petty  Officer  in  the  Naval  Engineering 
attalion,  The  Seabees,  from  October  1943  to  December  1945.  His  service  in- 
luded  American  Defense  Theater;  South  Pacific;  Okinawa.  They  live  at  Versail- 
es  Ky. 


Marguerite  Preston,  born  July  30,  1912,  at  Alonzo  (now  Emma), 
entucky,  was  educated  at  Cumberland  College,  Williamsburg,  Ky.,  Morehead  Col- 
ege,  and  at  Nazareth  College  in  Louisville.  She  taught  four  years  at  Paints- 
ille  and  14  years  in  the  Prestonsburg  city  schools,  and  is  now  teaching  in 
edora  School,  Jefferson  County,  Louisville,  Kentucky.  She  was  married  May  3, 
136,  at  Ashland,  Ky.  to  William  11.  Jones.  Jr.,  the  son  of  William  H.  Jones 
nd  Lucy  Gobel,  of  Prestonsburg.  Her  husband's  father  was  chief  mine  inspector 
ar  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  his  mother's  father  one  of  the  early  judges  in 
astern  Kentucky.  Her  husband  is  now  inspector  at  Schmutz  Manufacturing  Com- 
any,  Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  which  city  the  family  now  resides.  He  studied 
t  both  the  Eastern  and  Western  State  Teachers  Colleges,  at  Richmond,  and 
aivling  Green  Kentucky,  and  was  Traffic  Superintendent  of  Kentucky  State  High- 
ay  Department.  He  was  a  1st  Lieutenant  during  World  War  II,  and  served  in 
le  Adjustant  General's  Department,  in  the  European  Theater.  They  have  one  son, 


In  1955  Ralph  Preston  was  elected  mayor  of  Paintsville. 
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William  H.  Jones  III,  born  March  13,  1941,  at  Paintsville,  Kentucky.  He  is 
now  a  Freshman  at  Dupont  Manual  High  School,  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Polly  Preston,  youngest  of  the  four  children  of  Alice  Leslie 
and  Forest  Preston,  was  born  August  18,  1914,  at  Alonzo  (Emma),  Floyd  Co., 
Kentucky.  She  was  named  for  her  great-grandmother,  Mary  Jane  Bevins  Leslie, 
who  was  better  known  as  "Polly".  Polly  was  educated  at  Cumberland  College, 
Williamsburg,  Kentucky,  and  Eastern  Kentucky  State  Teachers  College  at  Rich¬ 
mond,  Kentucky.  Before  marriage  she  was  a  teacher  in  Johnson  County,  Kentucky, 
and  a  stenographer  in  the  office  of  the  Kentucky  State  Highway  Department,  at 
Frankfort,  Kentucky.  She  was  married  February  9,  1935  to  Robert  Gorman,  son 
of  William  J.  and  Genevieve  Weitzel  Gorman,  of  Frankfort.  He  is  manager  of 
Fayette  Crutcher  G  Company,  a  men's  clothing  store,  in  Frankfort.  She  is  at 
present  employed  in  the  Vocational  Bureau,  Department  of  Education,  Frankfort, 
Kentucky.  They  have  four  children:  Robert  Gorman.  Jr.,  b.  7—1 9—1 936 ;  Lance 
Preston  Gorman,  b.  6-3-1939;  Forest  Christie  Gorman,  b.  1-22-1943;  and  Will iam 
Joseph  Gorman,  b.  1-28-1947. 

Georgia  Leslie,  the  fifth  child  and  third  daughter  of  Thomas  Jeffersoi 
Leslie  and  Ellen  Allen,  his  first  wife,  died  at  an  early  age  and  is  buried  at 
Emma,  Kentucky. 

The  Second  Family  £f  Thomas  Jefferson  Leslie. 

Thomas  Jefferson  Leslie's  second  wife  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  75 
at  Emma,  Kentucky.  She  was  Byrd  May,  daughter  of  Samuel  May  and  Annie  Banner 
May  who  lived  below  Allen,  Kentucky,  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Mayo  Trail. 

She  was  born  August  24,  1879.  Her  parents  were  from  Virginia,  and  her  father 
was  a  nephew  of  Thomas  Patton  May  who  married  into  the  Allen  Leslie  family  a 
generation  earlier.  Byrd  May  Leslie  describes  her  husband  when  she  married 
him  on  March  11,  1911,  as  ''in  his  50th  year,  and  slightly  bald".  He  died 
April  15,  1936,  at  74  years  of  age.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leslie  were  active  in 
the  Church.  At  75,  Byrd  Leslie  still  plays  the  piano  and  loves  music,  as  do 
her  children.  She  has  given  her  piano  to  her  daughter  Ann.  Besides  Ann,  she 
has  two  sons,  Samuel  May  Leslie  and  William  Richmond  Leslie. 

Samuel  May  Leslie,  born  February  27,  1917,  was  educated  at  Bma 
and  Prestonsburg.  He  is  6  ft.  two,  with  eyes  of  blue,  and  has  sandy,  almost 
reddish  hair.  His  slow,  quizzical  smile  is  much  like  that  of  some  others  of 
the  clan.  During  World  War  II  he  served  from  1942  to  1946  in  the  (Juartermas- 
ter  Corps  of  the  Army.  He  was  in  Iceland  for  a  year  or  more,  and  also  in  Eng¬ 
land.  While  in  the  latter  country  he  visited  some  Leslie  families,  and  has 
some  interesting  comments  concerning  them.  The  remainder  of  his  four  years  of 
service  was  spent  in  the  States.  Since  leaving  the  Army  he  has  remained  on 
the  farm.  His  mother  tells  me  that  he  can  "make  the  fiddle  talk"  ,  and  that 
he  got  his  talent  from  the  Martin's  on  his  maternal  grandmother's  side  of  the 
family.  He  belongs  to  a  Farm  and  Home  group  which  meets  and  plays  together, 
usually  mountain  music.  He  plays  the  yiolin  and  sings.  Sam  was  married  on 
June  21,  1947,  in  Paintsville,  Kentucky,  to  Grace  Garrett. daughter  of  John  and 
Florence  Garrett,  of  Floyd  County,  whose  ancestors  also  came  from  Virginia. 
Crace  was  born  February  12,  1926.  They  have  three  children,  all  of  them  brown¬ 
eyed  like  their  mother.  They  are:  Kenneth  Leslie,  born  June  17,  1948;  Muriel 
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RSj  je.  born  July  22,  1949;  and  Amos  Leslie,  a  little  red-head,  born  December 
4t  1952,  and  named  for  Sam’s  "favorite  uncle". 

William  Richmond  Leslie,  born  June  4,  1919,  at  ESma,  attended 
he  local  grade  school,  and  high  school  at  Prestonsburg  and  Lexington,  Kentucky. 

!e  married  Virginia  Rosenthaw  at  Muscatine,  Iowa,  where  he  operates  his  own 
arage.  Their  children  are:  Jeanne  Leslie. age  nine;  and  Tommy  Leslie. age  four. 

Ann  Banner  Leslie,  born  June  24,  1923,  at  Einma,  Kentucky,  was 
ducated  at  Einma  and  Prestonsburg,  and  studied  business  at  Paintsville,  Kentucky, 
as  employed  at  office  work  until  she  was  married  on  November  27,1946,  tc  Robert 
oble  of  Prestonsburg.  He  is  a  telephone  company  lineman.  They  live  at  Martin, 
y.,  and  have  two  children:  Rita  Leslie  Goble,  born  January  29,  1947;  and 
obert  Donald  Goble,  born  December  12  of  the  same  year,  1947.  Ann,  also, is  mu- 
ical,  and  has  written  songs.  Words  of  some  of  these  have  been  set  to  music, 
ut  so  far  none  has  been  published.  She  is  active  in  the  Methodist  Church  and 

unday  School,  Robert  Lee.  Virgie.  Ellen  and  Amy  Leslie 

Robert  Lee  Leslie,  the  third  of  James  Kenna  Leslie's  children,  was 
orn  at  Einma,  Kentucky,  on  February  15,  1863.  He  was  married  in  May,  1809,  in 
awrence  County,  Kentucky,  to  Anna  Davis. born  April  9,  1872,  daughter  of  John 
avis  and  Elizabeth  Foley  Davis,  of  Betsy  Layne,  Floyd  County,  Kentucky.  He 
as  a  farmer.  He  died  January  21,  1942,  and  his  wife  died  July  17,  1944.  Eoth 
re  buried  at  Einma,  Kentucky.  They  had  only  one  child,  Ballard  Leslie,  who  was 
arn  October  24,  1892,  and  married  Mol lie  Ward  in  June  1911.  He  died  August  17, 
935,  and  is  buried  at  Einma.  They  had  seven  children,  four  boys  and  three  girls: 
eoroia  Leslie  married  David  B.  Harris  and  they  have  two  children,  Charles  T. 
arris,  age  16,  and  Mary  Ann  Harris,  age  8.  Edgar  Leslie  is  unmarried.  He 
erved  in  Australia  during  World  War  II.  He  is  a  coal  miner  and  machinist  and 
ives  at  Einma,  Ky.  Mary  Leslie  married  Loran  Stapleton  of  Detroit,  Michigan, 
hey  have  two  girls,  Linda  Stapleton  age  7,  and  Karen  Stapleton. age  3.  Another 

aughter  of  Ballard  and  Mollie  Leslie  is  Rhoda  Leslie,  who  married  _ _ , 

3  now  a  widow.  Ballard's  son,  John  Leslie. married  Margarett  Ann  Marble,  of 
;troit,  Michigan.  They  have  two  children,  John  Leslie.  Jr. .age.  3^;  Janet 
islie.  age  2.  The  two  youngest  sons  of  Ballard  Leslie  are  unmarried.  They 
re  Howard  Leslie,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  Ronnie  Leslie. 

Virgie  Lesl ie.  5th  of  the  James  Kenna  Leslie  children,  was  born  in 
165.  She  was  "small  and  dark,  and  very  pretty”,  her  daughter  remembers.  She 
arried  John  Layne. an  attorney.  His  mother  was  Sarah  Rebecca  Nesbit.  They 
id  two  children,  who  were  only  4  and  2  years  of  age  when  their  mother  died 
l  1901.  They  were  both  born  at  Betsy  Layne,  Kentucky,  and  were  reared  by 
leir  paternal  grandmother,  and  also  spent  some  time  in  young  womanhood  in 
ie  home  of  their  father's  sister,  Mrs.  Chattie  Layne  Fitzpatrick,  who  resided 
i  Paintsville,  Kentucky.  Their  father  married  again  and  his  second  family 
insisted  of  four  girls.  He  died  in  1941. 

Pearl  Roxine  Layne.  born  August  4,  1896,  attended  the  local 
hools  and  finished  her  high  school  and  business  training  at  Mayo  College, 
dntsville,  Kentucky.  After  two  years  of  employment  in  the  business  world, 
e  was  married  in  1920  to  Walter  Roe.  She  returned  to  Betsy  Layne  about  1927 
1  care  for  her  Grandmother  Layne,  who  died  in  1929.  Since  1935,  Pearl  has 
de  her  home  in  Betsy  Layne.  She  is  a  talented  and  very  busy  seamstress. 
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Corinne  Layne  was  born  on  November  23,  1898.  At  the  age  of 
16,  while  attending  school  at  Paintsville,  Kentucky,  she  met  and  married  a 
young  mining  engineer.  His  name  was  Christian  Henkel,  and  he  was  28  years 
of  age  at  the  time,  employed  with  the  Henry  Laviers  Company  which  had  offices 
in  Paintsville.  He  was  a  native  of  Germany  and  had  come  to  this  country  with 
his  parents  when  a  boy  of  14  years.  His  parents  resided  at  Gallipolis,  Ohio. 

They  were  married  on  January  6,  1915,  in  the  parsonage  of  the  Methodist  Church 
South,  by  Reverend  Spencer.  She  was  ’’too  shy”,  she  now  tells  us,  to  accept 
the  offer  (made  by  a  cousin-in-law)  of  a  really  ”big”  church  wedding. 

The  Henkels  lived  in  Paintsville  for  5  years,  then  at  Ft.  Clinton,  Ohio, 
for  a  year,  where  Mr.  Henkel  was  associated  with  gypsum  mining.  They  then 
moved  to  Oakfield,  New  York,  near  Buffalo,  where  he  was  superintendent  of  a 
gypsum  mine,  and  where  they  resided  for  five  years.  On  June  12,  1927,  Mr. 

Henkel  suffered  a  heart  attack  and  died.  There  were  four  Henkel  children, 
three  sons  and  a  daughter.  The  boys  received  their  early  education  at  the 
Masonic  Home  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  including  two  years  of  high  school.  The 
daughter  finished  high  school  in  tot.  Vernon,  Kentucky.  All  continued  their 
studies  in  their  chosen  professions. 

Kathryn  Marie  Henkel,  born  December  13,  1915,  at  Paintsville, 
Kentucky,  chose  the  teaching  profession  and  took  her  training  at  Radford,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  Pikeville,  Kentucky.  She  taught  for  several  years  at  Betsy  Layne, 
Floyd  County,  Kentucky.  In  1954  she  accepted  a  position  with  the  U.  S.  Public 
Health  Service,  Dept,  of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare,  and  commutes  from  her 
home  at  Betsy  Layne  to  the  Cumberland  Field  Station,  at  Prestonsburg,  Kentucky. 
Her  work  is  in  connection  with  a  new  research  project  into  diarrheal  diseases 
of  pre-school  children,  and  takes  her  into  the  homes  of  the  children  through 
Floyd  and  Letcher  counties. 

Kathryn  Henkel  was  married  on  October  7,  1933,  at  Prestonsburg,  Ky. ,  to 
Glen  Blackburn,  son  of  the  late  W.  M.  (Woody)  Blackburn  and  Eliza  Taylor 
Blackburn.  Her  husband  is  a  mechanic.  Their  children  are:  Glenda  Lynn 
Blackburn,  born  September  21,  1935,  entered  Radford  College,  Radford,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  in  1954,  after  having  taught  for  a  year  or  two  in  the  Floyd  County 
schools;  and  expects  to  be  a  dietician.  Cheryl  Blackburn,  born  September  18, 
1944;  Kenny  Blackburn,  born  April  2,  1947;  and  Micky  Blackburn,  born  August 
31,  1949.  The  younger  children  are  in  school  at  Betsy  Layne. 

Christian  Leslie  Henkel,  eldest  of  three  sons,  was  born  at  Paints¬ 
ville,  Kentucky,  on  September  6,  1917,  He  was  only  ten  years  of  age  when  his 
father  died  in  1927,  and  finished  his  grade  and  high  school  training  at  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  Home  in  Louisville,  Ky.  He  attended  the  Florida  State  University.  In  1938 
he  married  Miriam  Cooper.  They  now  reside  in  Kingston,  N.  C.  where  he  is  a  chem¬ 
ical  engineer  with  the  Dupont  Powder  Company.  Their  three  girls,  Christie. Micky, 
and  Pamela  Henkel,  were  born  in  New  Jersey.  Their  baby  boy,  Billy  Henkel,  was 
born  in  Kingston. 

Roger  Vernon  Henkel  was  born  at  Freeburn,  Kentucky,  on  July  21, 
1920.  After  his  early  schooling  at  the  Masonic  Home  in  Louisville,  he  finished 
high  school  at  Betsy  Layne,  and  went  to  Berea  College  for  half  a  year.  He  had 
radio  training  in  Lexington,  Kentucky,  and  sold  insurance  for  awhile  in  New  Jer¬ 
sey.  He  is  now  employed  by  an  ice  cream  company  in  Baltimore,  Maryland.  He 


is  married  to  Geraldine  Mounts,  of  Freeburn,  Kentucky.  They  have  one  child, 
Raymond  Charles  Henkel,  born  in  1948. 

William  Monroe  Henkel. youngest  of  the  Henkel  children,  was  born 
at  Oakfield,  New  York,  on  January  10,  1923.  He  was  only  four  years  of  age  when 
lis  father  died  and  so  received  grade  and  two  years  of  high  school  at  the  Louis¬ 
ville,  Kentucky,  Masonic  Home.  He  finished  high  school  at  Berea  College,  Berea, 
(entucky.  He  joined  the  United  States  Marines  and  served  in  China  during  World 
for  II,  and  attained  the  rank  of  sergeant.  He  was  married  on  July  20,  1946,  to 
•Heanor  Cooper,  a  sister  of  his  brother  Christian  Henkel’s  wife,  and  the  daugh- 
,er  of  John  E.  Cooper  and  Georgia  Huson  Cooper.  His  wife  was  a  young  widow, 
he  mother  of  two  boys,  Terry  and  Stevie,  whom  he  has  adopted  and  given  his 
lame.  They  have  one  other  boy,  Christian  John  Henkel,  born  February  14,  1952; 

|i  daughter,  Trina  Layne  Henkel,  born  January  15,  1950,  died  on  December  25,  1951. 
'hey  reside  at  Princeton,  Florida.  He  is  an  irrigation  specialist. 

After  her  first  husband's  death  and  while  her  children  were  in  school  in 
.ouisville,  Mrs.  Henkel  went  to  Washington  D.  C.  to  make  her  home  with  her  fa- 
her's  brother,  William  R.  Layne,  who  was  an  attorney  employed  in  the  Interior 
lepartment.  For  awhile  she  was  employed  at  a  department  store.  Soon,  however, 
he  returned  to  Betsy  Layne  and  on  June  29,  1929,  she  was  married  at  Catletts- 
urg,  Kentucky,  to  Walter  Jackson. of  Coeburn,  Virginia,  who  was  in  the  lumber 
usiness  with  his  father.  The  Jacksons,  who  also  had  four  children,  resided  in 
oeburn  for  ten  years,  and  also  lived  at  Kingsport,  Tennessee,  and  at  Cincinati, 
hio. 


The  Jackson  children  were  all  born  in  Coeburn,  Virginia.  Two  of  the  three 
aughters  are  married  and  have  children  of  their  own.  The  second  daighter  Dana 
ee  Jackson. born  May  14,1934,  is  an  invalid,  and  the  youngest  child,  Donald 
aves  Jackson,  born  December  5,  1940  is  in  school  at  Betsy  Layne.  Diane  Elise 
ackson.  born  November  30,  1932, had  one  year  of  high  school  at  Betsy  Layne,  and 
as  married  at  the  age  of  14  to  Clifton  Walters.  He  is  a  riveter  at  the  Packard 
otor  Company,  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  where  they  reside.  They  have  three  chil- 
ren:  Linda  Ray;  Carol :  and  Kippy  Walters.  Patricia  Gail  Jackson,  born  January 
,  1937,  is  married  to  Earl  Kidd,  of  Harold,  Floyd  County,  Kentucky,  where  he 
s  employed  by  the  Harold  Fuel  Company,  and  where  they  reside.  They  have  one 
hild’  Patricia  Kidd.  E1 ] en  Lesiie  and  Frank  Preston  Family 

Ellen  Leslie  was  the  sixth  of  James  Kenna  Leslie’s  and  Roxie  Preston's 
liildren.  She  was  born  Septet, iber  12,  1877,  at  Bnma,  Kentucky.  She  married 
rank  A.  Preston,  a  farmer  and  stock  trader.  She  died  July  12,  1915.  Her  hus- 
and,  who  never  re-married,  died  .33  years  later.  He  was  born  February  27,  1870. 
ley  are  both  buried  in  the  "Preston  Cemetery"  on  a  hill  across  the  river  op- 
asite  Patrick,  Kentucky,  a  train  stop  in  Lawrence  County.  They  had  four  chil- 
ren. 


Sibyl  R.  Preston,  born  February  26,  1900  married  Dr.  T.  B.  Bailey 
io  was  born  near  Flat  Gap,  Kentucky,  on  March  26,  1881.  He  was  the  doctor 
lere  for  30  years,  and  was  also  company  doctor  at  Drift,  Kentucky,  on  left  Bea- 
ir.  His  last  work  was  at  Blaine  Town,  Kentucky,  where  he  practiced  for  about 
ght  years.  When  his  health  began  to  fail  he  purchased  a  farm  two  miles  out 
Blaine  and  died  there  of  an  heart  attack  on  September  23,  1950.  He  was 
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buried  in  the  Bailey  Cemetery  two  miles  out  of  Flat  Gap  on  Drakes  Fork.  He 
was  a  Mason.  It  was  often  said  of  him:  "Dr.  Bailey  knows  and  will  tell  Truth. 
Mrs.  Bailey  teaches  at  Flat  Gap  where  their  son,  Billy  Nelson  Bailey,  is  fin¬ 
ishing  his  senior  year  as  president  of  his  class  (1955-56).  He  plans  to  stud} 
medicine. 

James  K.  Preston.  ("J. K„")t  was  born  October  14,  1902.  His  wi , 

Mae _ ,  was  born  May  24,1906.  They  live  near  Springfield,  Ohio,  where 

he  works  in  a  nursery.  Their  children  are:  Paul  Preston,  born  August  16,  1932 
who  is  now  a  sergeant  in  the  Army  and  stationed  at  a  camp  in  Texas;  Betty  Elle 
Preston. born  July  13,  1939;  and  Bonnie  Sue  Preston. born  April  6,1942. 

Mabel  L.  Preston. born  May  4,  1905,  died  April  13,  1949,  and  is 
buried  with  her  parents  in  the  Preston  Cemetery,  in  Lawrence  County,  Kentucky, 
She  was  never  married. 

Martha  E.  Preston,  born  September  18,1912,  married  James  I. 
Slone  (born  October  2,  1916).  They  have  one  son,  Harold  Gene  Slone,  born  Jan¬ 
uary  9,  1939.  They  live  near  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Slone  is  employed  by 
Clarks  Grave  Vault  Company. 


Amy  Leslie  Brown 

Amy  Leslie,  the  9th  of  J.  K  Leslie’s  children,  married  _ 

Brown.  Their  children  were:  Jane.  May.  Kenneth.  Roxie.  Dorothy.  Paul .  Herman 
and  Wesley  Brown.  One  son  lives  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  Amy  Leslie  Brown  is  the 
only  child  of  James  K.  Leslie  and  Roxie  Preston  who  is  still  living  as  this 
is  written.  She  has  been  living  near  White  House,  Kentucky,  for  many  years, 
but  recently  went  to  live  with  some  of  her  children  near  Williamson,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia. 


ESTHER  MINERVA  LESLIE 

(Fourth  Generation  —  Robert  Line  —  Daughter  of  Pharmer) 

Esther  Minerva  Leslie,  born  January  13,  1836,  was  married  on  October  5, 
1854,  to  Dr.  Robert  Hurt.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  W.  T.  Benton,  M.  E. 
Church,  in  the  presence  of  Martin  Lesley,  James  Maynard,  and  Henry  Walker. 
Her  name  was  given  as  "Ester  Minerva  Lesley",  as  it  was  spelled  at  that  time. 

Their  children:  Ella  Hurt. who  married  a  Mr.  Long.  She  died  in  May  1950 
at  85  years  of  age.  They  had  no  children.  Mary  Hurt  married  H.  B.  Rice. 
Minnie  Hurt  married  a  Mr.  Preston.  Rush  Hurt  died  many  years  ago.  Belle  Hurt 
and  Minerva  Hurt  died  young. 

Esther  Minerva  (Lesl ie)  Hurt  died  January  31,  1907. 
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The  home  of  Mrs.  Martha  Mayo  Leslie  as  it  was  re-modeled  after  the 
death  of  her  husband,  A.  N.  Leslie. 


ADDISON  NOBLETT  LESLIE 


(Fourth  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  son  of  Pharmer) 

Addison  Noblett  Leslie  was  born  on  John's  Creek,  Pike  County,  Kentucky, 

>n  April  7,  1838,  the  fifth  of  a  family  of  twelve  children.  The  "Addison" 
vas  for  a  Methodist  minister  and  the  "Noblett"  was  a  family  name  on  his  moth- 
;r's  side.  One  of  his  grandsons  has  described  him  as  the  "most  learned"  of 
lis  generation.  He  attended  Cedar  Bluff  College  in  Tazewell  County,  Virginia. 
This  college  has  been  out  of  existence  for  about  40  years.  Advantage  was  al¬ 
so  taken  of  all  aids  to  learning  which  came  his  way  in  the  as  yet  educational¬ 
ly  backward  community  in  which  he  grew  up.  Most  men  of  that  day,  if  at  all 
learned,  were  what  might  be  termed  "self-educated"  by  reading  and  studying  the 
few  books  in  their  families'  possession,  and  were  in  no  little  degree  depend¬ 
ent  upon  very  infrequent  contacts  with  circuit  riders  who  came  through,  some¬ 
times  leaving  a  book  or  two  on  "loan"  until  they  came  again. 

When  Noblett,  as  he  was  usually  called,  and  his  brother,  "Kenny",  who 
vas  four  years  his  senior,  were  young  men,  their  father  traded  some  land  in 
Illinois  for  some  seven  hundred  acres  of  land  on  the  Big  Sandy  River,  in  Floyd 
Jounty,  Kentucky.  This  land  was  purchased  from  a  Mr.  Morgan,  a  son-in-law  of 
John  Graham,  one  of  the  very  early  settlers  in  Floyd  County.  Later,  other 
lands  known  as  the  Tom  John's  Place,  were  acquired,  and  still  later  some  lands 
from  Jonathan  Mayo.  Upon  these  lands  his  two  sons  established  their  homes 
and  thereby  became  Floyd  County  citizens.  Thus  it  came  about  that  when  the 
Civil  War  came  on,  although  he  was  a  southern  sympathizer,  Noblett  was  draft¬ 
ed  and  sent  to  Fort  Gay,  West  Virginia,  as  a  Union  soldier  stationed  at  a  fort 
at  that  place.  He  was  released  in  April  1865  at  the  end  of  the  war  and  return¬ 
ed  to  Floyd  County. 

Noblett  Leslie  had  been  Superintendent  of  Schools  for  Floyd  County  at  the 
time  he  was  drafted  into  the  Union  Army.  He  held  that  position  eight  years 
altogether,  three  of  them  after  the  war  was  ended,  or  until  1868.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  soon  after  coming  back  from  Ft.  Gay.  His  wife  was  Martha  Mayo. daughter 
of  William  Joseph  Mayo  and  "Sis"  Spurlock.  They  were  married  on  May  24,  1865 
at  the  home  of  her  parents  in  the  presence  of  Jacob  Mayo  and  Kenas  Leslie,  a 
younger  brother  of  the  groom.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  Wn.  J.  Keith, L.E., 
M.E.  Church,  South.  His  wife  was  born  on  Beaver  Creek,  Floyd  County,  on  June 
4,  1847.  One  of  his  grandsons  says  that  Noblett  farmed  and  sawlogged  and 
"broke-up".  "Grandma"  sold  the  Spurlock  land  in  order  to  regain  ownership  of 
the  "Leslie"  lands. 

The  home  to  which  Noblett  Leslie  brought  his  bride  in  1865  had  been  built 
by  John  Graham,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Floyd  County.  It  is  briefly 
described  a  little  further  on  in  this  chapter  by  one  of  the  granddaughters  of 
this  couple,  whose  mother  was  related  to  the  Graham  family.  In  this  house, 
as  it  rung  its  successive  changes  through  the  years,  this  couple  and  their 
eight  children  lived.  From  it,  the  eight  married  and  left  to  establish  homes 
of  their  own.  A  picture  of  the  house  as  Noblett's  widow  had  it  re-built  ap¬ 
pears  herein,  with  Martha  Mayo  Leslie  on  the  porch,  a  son  and  daughter  nearby. 
In  1954,  when  the  youngest  daughter,  and  the  last  save  one  of  the  eight,  pass¬ 
ed  away,  the  house  still  contained  much  of  the  original  lovely  woodwork. 

Noblett  Leslie  died  on  November  24,  1906;  his  wife  24  years  later,  on  Novem¬ 
ber  8,  1930.  Both  are  buried  in  the  family  graveyard  on  the  "home"  place. 
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The  old  settler,  John  Graham,  is  also  buried  there.  Brief  accounts  of  the 
lives  of  their  children  and  their  children's  families  follow  immediately  in 
these  pages. 

The  Family  of  Mary  Minnie  Lesl ie  and  Wesley  L.  Martin 

Mary  Minnie  Leslie,  born  Sept.  9,  1866,  was  the  eldest  of  the  8  chil¬ 
dren  of  Addison  Noblett  Leslie  and  Martha  J.  Mayo.  She  was  born  at  the 
"Graham"  house  where  her  parents  then  lived.  She  was  married  on  Feb.  19,1890 
to  Wesley  L.  Martin,  son  of  Dave  Martin  who  was  the  son  of  Joel  D.  Martin. 

The  great  grandfather  of  Wesley  L„  Martin  was  tin.  Joseph  Martin  a  Revolution¬ 
ary  War  Veteran.  His  great  grandmother  was  Mary  Tudor,  daughter  of  Alexander 
Tudor.  Minnie  Leslie  was  not  a  teacher  as  were  her  father  and  many  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family.  She  ran  a  store  and  a  postoffice  at  Woods,  Ky. ,  at  the 
mouth  of  Cow  Creek  in  Floyd  County.  Her  husband,  however,  taught  in  Floyd 
County  for  22  years,  his  first  certificate  being  issued  to  him  by  Noblett 
Leslie  who  became  his  father-in-law. 

Their  children: 

Banner  Leslie  Martin,  born  March  12,  1891,  taught  school  for  four 
years  and  was  taking  a  preparatory  course  for  the  study  of  medicine  at  Val¬ 
paraiso,  Indiana, when,  because  of  ill  health,  he  left  and  worked  for  awhile 
as  bill  clerk  for  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Railway  in  Dallas,  Texas.  He  died  of 
spinal  meningitis,  at  the  age  of  21  years,  on  Dec.  29,  1912.  He  was  never 
married. 

Fannie  Martin,  born  Sept.  3,  1893,  married  Fred  May,  a  civil  engi¬ 
neer,  on  Feb.  28,  1918.  They  lived  on  what  was  known  as  the  old  Graham-Layne 
place  but  sold  it  and  moved  up  the  branch  near  Allen,  Ky.  Fannie  Martin  May 
died  at  Martin,  Ky. ,  on  March  26,  1952.  Their  daughter,  Martha  Jane  May. born 
Apr.  28,  1919,  was  educated  locally  and  attended  Eastern  State  College  at  Rich¬ 
mond,  Ky.  for  two  years.  She  matried  Chas.  Hammonds  in  June,  1954.  They  have 
their  own  store  and  gas  station  at  Forks  of  Bull  Creek  in  Floyd  Co.  They  have 
twins  born  Apr.  24,  1955,  Charles  and  Catherine  Hanmonds. 

Wesley  Noblett  Martin,  born  October  25,  1898,  is  in  the  real  estate 
business.  He  lives  with  his  wife  and  two  children  on  a  part  of  the  old  Graham 
place  near  the  highway  on  the  river  above  Prestonsburg  at  Allen,  Kentucky.  Al¬ 
though  he  had  "only  an  eighth  grade  education",  he  is  well  read  in  history  as 
well  as  present  day  events.  He  says  he  has  "been  in  12  states  but  knows  more 
about  them  from  studying  history  and  geography"  than  from  personal  visits.  His 
hobbies  are  genealogy  and  history  and  he  has  a  great  fund  of  family  lore  which 
he  is  very  generous  in  sharing  with  others  who  are  interested.  He  can  recite 
long  lists  of  dates  of  important  events  without  recourse  to  his  written  notes. 
These  are  copious  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  his  dream  of  a  Floyd  County  His¬ 
tory  may  soon  come  into  being.  He  owns  valuable  properties  which  he  rents  as 
various  business  establishments. 

Wesley  N.  Martin  and  Rebecca  Turner  were  married  on  Oct.  28,  1937  at  Pike- 
ville,  Ky.  Their  two  children  are:  Minnie  Sue  Martin  (born  3-7-1939)  an  Irish 
lass  with  big  blue  eyes  and  dark  hair,  who  says  "We  must  have  some  romance  in 
this  book";  and  Jo  David  Martin  (born  12-3-1942),  whose  present  hobby  is  stamp 
collecting. 
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Kate  Leslie  Harris,  at  17,  wearing  an  imported 
lace  collar  which  was  awarded  to  her  as  winner 
in  a  beauty  contest  in  Floyd  County  in  1884. 


John  William  Sutherland  III 


and  Mrs.  Gene  Samsel,  Gene  Jr. 
and  Suzanne. 


Robert  Leslie  Runnels. 


The  Family  of  Kate  Leslie  and  Robert  Walker  Harris 

Kate  Leslie,  the  second  of  the  Noblett  Leslie  children,  was  born  Octo- 
Der  14,  18670  She  was  educated  in  the  Floyd  County  public  schools  and  the 
3yington  Academy  at  Prestonsburg.  In  her  youth  she  was  tall  and  slender,  with 
jark  brown  hair  and  eyes.  Her  classmates  recall  that  she  was  a  quiet,  schol¬ 
arly  young  lady  who  stood  at  the  head  of  the  class  in  spelling  and  could  dia- 
jram  the  most  lengthy  sentences  in  grammar.  At  seventeen  she  won  the  Floyd 
3ounty  Beauty  Contest  which  was  held  at  Allen,  Kentucky. 

Cn  April  10,  1893,  Kate  Leslie  was  married  to  Robert  Walker  Harris  who 
resided  on  the  Harris  farm  near  Prestonsburg.  He  was  the  third  son  of  James 
Jolk  and  Sallie  Gearheart  Harris.  The  Harris  family  was  politically  minded 
and  the  father  and  sons  held  public  offices.  Robert  (Bob)  was  sheriff  for 
;wo  terms  but  resigned  his  office  rather  than  inflict  the  death  penalty  on 
)us  Finley  who  had  been  sentenced  to  a  public  hanging  in  Prestonsburg.  Mr. 

(arris  tendered  his  resignation  stating  that  he  could  not  take  a  human  life. 
rinley  was  executed,  however,  by  others. 

The  home  in  which  Robert  Harris  was  born  in  August  1852  is  still  stand¬ 
ing.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest  houses  in  Floyd  County.  In  January  1906  Robert 
(arris  and  his  family  moved  to  West  Prestonsburg  where  they  owned  and  opera¬ 
ted  a  hotel  for  many  years.  Mrs.  Harris  became  postmaster  at  West  Prestons- 
)urg  in  1918  and  served  in  that  position  until  1939  when  she  retired.  She 
;till  resides  at  her  home  in  West  Prestonsburg  with  her  daughter  Mrs.  Fannie 
lunnels,  who  succeeded  her  as  postmaster, and  her  youngest  daughter.  Miss  Alice 
(arris. 

Mrs.  Kate  Leslie's  five  daughters  were  all  Methodists  and  Democrats.  They 
ill  became  teachers  and  have  rendered  a  total  of  ninety-six  years  teaching  in 
he  public  schools  of  Kentucky  and  Virginia. 

Martha  Josephine  Harris,  born  August  26,  1895,  on  the  Harris  farm 
m  Middle  Creek  Kentucky,  was  a  member  of  the  first  graduating  class  of  the 
■loyd  County  High  School.  She  attended  Eastern  State  Teachers  College  at  Rich- 
lond,  Kentucky,  and  after  graduation  became  a  teacher  in  the  Floyd  County 
ichools.  At  present  she  is  a  teacher  of  the  7th  grade  in  the  Hindman  Settle- 
lent  School  at  Hindman,  Kentucky.  Her  special  aptitudes  are  in  the  fields  of 
irt,  music,  and  handicrafts  and  she  has  won  many  awards  in  needle  work  and  cu- 
inary  art.  She  is  active  in  the  Parent-Teachers  Association,  the  Order  of 
he  Eastern  Star,  and  the  Hincknan  Women's  Club  and  is  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
list  Church.  Her  husband  is  James  Richard  Allen  youngest  son  of  Mrs.  Juda 
'urner  Allen  and  the  late  Jake  Allen,  of  Hueysville,  Kentucky.  He  is  a  Field 
tepresentative  with  the  Inland  Gas  Company.  The  Allens  reside  at  Hindman, 
Kentucky.  They  have  no  children. 

Lou  Ellen  Harris .  born  August  2,  1897,  on  the  Harris  farm 
n  Middle  Creek,  Kentucky,  was  also  a  member  of  the  first  graduating  class  of 
lie  Floyd  County  High  School.  She  became  a  teacher  and  taught  in  the  Prestons- 
urg  Graded  School  and  in  the  McVeigh  School  in  Pike  County.  In  1919  she  was 
tarried  to  Felix  Denis  Wellman,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sanders  Wellman  of  near 
ouisa,  Kentucky.  Mr.  Wellman  saw  action  in  the  First  World  War,  being  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Rainbow  Division.  Soon  after  marriage  the  Wellmans  moved  to  McVeigh, 
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Ky.  where  he  was  book  keeper  for  the  Ford  Fordson  Mining  Co.  Later  Mr. 

Wellman  was  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Louisa,  Ky. ,  and  still  later  opera¬ 
ted  a  wholesale  grocery  store  at  Morehead,  Ky.  He  is  at  present  employed  in 

the  Maintenance  Department  of  the  Morehead  Teachers  College.  The  five 

Wellman  children  finished  their  high  school  at  the  Breckinridge  High  School, 
the  training  school  at  Morehead  Teachers  College,  and  all  continued  their  stu¬ 
dies  in  the  department  of  their  choice  in  the  College  itself. 

Felix  Denis  Wellman.  Jr.,  born  April  28,  1920,  received  a  B.  S. 
degree  from  Morehead  Teachers  College  and  taught  in  the  Division  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  Extension.  During  World  War  II,  he  volunteered  for  military  service  and 

was  commissioned  Captain.  As  a  navigator  and  bombardier  in  the  U.  S.  Air  Force 

he  was  stationed  in  England.  He  made  49  missions  over  Germany.  He  was  in  the 
reserve  corps  for  seven  years  after  World  War  II,  but  was  called  to  active  du¬ 
ty  in  1952,  and  was  stationed  in  Korea  with  the  Safety  Department  of  the  U.  S. 
Air  Force  for  several  months, after  which  he  returned  to  the  states  for  further 
orders.  He  is  married  to  the  former  Miss  Eunice  Hastings  of  Oneco,  Florida. 
They  have  two  daughters:  Pamela  and  Martha  Katherine  Wellman. 

Katherine  Leslie  Wellman  was  born  October  26,  1923.  She  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Morehead  Teacher's  College  with  a  B.  S.  degree  and  has  done  graduate 
work  at  the  University  of  Florida  and  at  Northwestern  University.  She  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  research  chemist  at  Seagrams  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  with  the 
Tennessee  Valley  Authority,  at  Florence,  Alabama.  She  is  married  to  Gene 
Samsel.  a  native  of  Ohio,  who  also  is  a  research  chemist.  They  have  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Gene  Samsel.  Jr.,  born  Sept.  12,  1945,  and  Suzanne  Samsel.  now  about 
five  years  of  age.  They  live  at  Northbrook,  Illinois. 

Robert  Sanders  Wellman,  born  June  19,  1925,  has  a  B.  S.  degree 
in  Commerce  from  Morehead  Teachers  College  and  a  degree  in  Law  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Kentucky.  He  taught  commerce  in  the  Wheelright  High  School  for  one 
year  but  resigned  to  enter  the  U.  S.  Air  Corps  with  his  brother  Felix  Denis 
Wellman,  Jr.  He  took  part  in  several  of  the  major  battles  of  World  War  II, 
and  was  commissioned  Lieutenant-Commander  near  its  close.  His  wife  is  Betty 
Jean  Martin,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Nora  Newsome  Martin  of  McDowell,  Kentucky. 
They  have  one  young  daughter,  Elizabeth  Lynn  Wellman.  Robert  is  now  a  practi¬ 
cing  attorney  at  Prestonsburg,  Kentucky,  where  the  family  resides. 

Martha  Alice  Wellman,  born  March  14,  1927,  in  Pike  County,  Ky. 
She  was  graduated  from  Morehead  Teachers  College.  For  her  outstanding  scholar¬ 
ship  and  leadership  in  college  she  was  twice  listed  in  "Who's  Who  Among  Ameri¬ 
can  College  and  University  Students".  For  four  years  she  taught  French  and 
Physical  Education  in  the  Portsmouth  High  School,  Portsmouth,  Ohio.  She  is 
married  to  William  Land  Hansen  of  Lexington,  Kentucky.  They  have  one  small 
daughter,  Heidi  Elizabeth  Hansen.  They  reside  in  West  Portsmouth,  Ohio. 

James  Edward  Wellman,  born  August  19,  1933,  in  Lawrence  County, 
Kentucky.  He  was  a  member  of  the  basket-ball  team  and  male  quartet  in  the 
Breckinridge  High  School  at  Morehead.  He  attended  Morehead  College.  He  is 
now  stationed  at  Fort  Knox,  Kentucky, with  the  U.  S.  Armored  Division  with 
which  he  has  served  for  the  past  two  years.  He  is  not  married. 
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Fannie  Victoria  Harris,  born  10-2-1901,  at  West  Prestonsbury ,grad- 
lated  from  Prestonsburg  Baptist  Institute  and  taught  in  the  graded  scuool  of 
he  town.  She  was  married  on  Sept.  I,  1920,  to  Htn.  Fierce  Runnels. who  was  of 
inglish  descent.  He  was  a  native  of  Mize,  Miss.  At  that  time,  Mr.  Runnels 
(as  telegraph  operator  for  the  C.  £  0.  Railway  and  later  was  a  train  dispatch- 
r,  employed  at  Lexington  and  Ashland,  Kentucky.  He  died  of  an  heart  attack 
t  the  Paintsville,,  Ky.  Hospital  on  October  10,  1930.  When  her  mother  retired 
rom  the  West  Prestonsburg  postoffice  Mrs.  Runnels  succeeded  her  as  postmaster 
nd  has  served  in  that  capacity  for  the  past  15  years.  She  is  an  active  work- 
r  in  the  Methodist  Oiurch  and  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild.  She  is  also  active 
n  many  local  clubs  and  is  a  member  of  the  Mothers  of  Sigma  Chi  of  Lexington, Ky. 

Of  the  Runnels'  two  sons,  Robert  Leslie,  the  elder  (born  3-24-1922), after 
brillant  scholastic  career  in  which  he  won  many  outstanding  honors  in  oratory, 
ntered  the  military  service  in  1943  and  served  in  the  310th  Infantry  Lightning 
ivision  in  the  European  Theatre.  At  the  Battle  of  the  Bulge  in  the  house-to- 
ouse  fighting  to  capture  and  hold  the  town  of  Kesternick  Germany,  through  which 
lie  enemy  supply  line  ran,  Robert  Leslie  Runnels  was  killed  by  a  hand  grenade 
n  December  16,  1944.  His  body  was  returned  and  is  interred  in  the  family  plot 
t  the  May  Cemetery  near  Prestonsburg.  Robert  had  volunteered  for  the  regular 
nfantry,  although  he  had  been  assigned  to  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  Infantry,  He 
as  sent  over  as  squad  leader  in  October  1944  after  training  at  Camp  Picketl,Va., 
nd  Camp  Buckner,  N.  C. 

The  second  son,  William  Pierce  Runnels. born  5-31-1933,  and  thus  11  years 
is  brother's  junior,  was  also  an  outstanding  student  in  high  school  and  in  col- 
ege.  His  fields  of  interest  have  been  in  sports  ~  football  and  basket  ball — 
nd  music,  playing  the  baritone  horn  for  four  years  as  a  member  of  Kentucky’s 
arching  One  Hundred  Band.  He  also  plays  the  piano.  He  has  completed  Arts  and 
cience  Course  at  the  University  of  Kentucky  and  is  now  a  law  student  there. 

Minnie  Grace  Harris  was  born  October  20,  1903,  at  West  Prestonsburg, 
antucky.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Prestonsburg  High  School  and  the  University  of 
antucky  and  has  done  graduate  work  at  the  latter  institution, as  well  as  at  the 
liversity  of  Virginia.  She  taught  for  several  years  in  the  Prestonsburg  High 
:hool  and  was  librarian  there,  as  well  as  at  Danville,  Virginia,  and  at  Pike- 
ille,  Kentucky.  She  is  married  to  John  William  Sutherland  who  came  to  Prestons- 
irg,  Ky.  as  an  engineer  with  the  Haley,  Chisholm  and  Morris  Construction  Co.  of 
larlottesville,  Va. ,  and  constructed  the  railroad  up  Middle  Creek  to  the  David 
,ines  in  1940.  He  is  the  son  of  the  late  Robert  and  Sallie  Jane  Goodloe  Suther- 
jnd  of  North  Garden,  Va. ;  they  are  of  Scotch-Engl ish  descent,  and  John  Suther- 
ind  is  now  a  building  contractor  and  manager  of  the  Sutherland  farm  which  has 
;en  the  family  homestead  for  more  than  two  centuries.  Mrs.  Sutherland  is  Pres- 
ient  of  the  Carter  Bible  Class  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Charlottesville, 
id  member  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Charlottesville  Council  of  Church  Wo¬ 
rn.  The  Sutherlands  have  one  son  John  William  Sutherland  III.  They  reside  in 
larlottesville. 

Annie  Alice  Harris,  born  January  2,  1906,  at  West  Prestonsburg,  Ken- 
icky.  She  was  educated  in  the  Prestonsburg  schools  and  received  an  A.  B.  de- 
-ee  from  Eastern  State  Teachers  College,  Richmond,  Kentucky.  She  has  done  grad- 
ite  work  at  the  University  of  Kentucky.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Prestonsburg 
gh  School  faculty.  Her  hobbies  are  art  and  music.  She  is  Past  Worthy  Matron 
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of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  Past  President  of  the  Prestonsburg  Woman's 
Club,  and  member  of  the  Prestonsburg  Methodist  Church.  She  organized  the  Pres¬ 
tonsburg  Junior  Woman's  Club  and  the  Maytoivn  Woman's  >-lub.  She  is  not  mar¬ 
ried.  She  resides  with  her  mother  at  West  Prestonsburg,  Kentucky, 

The  Famil v  of  David  Danner  Lesl i e  and  Maude  Harris 

David  Banner  Leslie  3rd  in  the  family  and  eldest  son  of  Addison  Noblett 
Leslie,  taught  school  and  was  also  a  merchant  and  coal  operator.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  first  in  1093,  to  Lottie  .talker;  second  in  1094,  to  Maude  Harris.  His 
second  wife,  the  mother  of  his  children,  was  a  daughter  of  John  Q.  Harris. 

Her  mother's  father  was  John  Graham  who  had  built  what  was  known  as  the  Graham 
mansion,  later  purchased  and  occupied  by  Noblett  Leslie  and  his  family. 

David  Banner  Leslie  resided  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Floyd  Coun¬ 
ty.  However,  he  removed  his  family  to  Paintsville,  Ky.  where  they  attended 
school  for  about  ten  years.  Bonner  died  in  1933  at  the  age  of  69;  his  wife  died 
in  1954,  aged  79. 

Their  children: 

.Nell  Leslie  received  her  education  at  Prestonsburg  and  at  the  Bying- 
ton  Academy  in  Louisa,  Kentucky.  She  taught  several  years  in  Floyd  County 
Schools.  Her  husband  was  Lindsay  Roberts  son  of  Will  Roberts.  Both  are  de¬ 
ceased.  They  had  four  children:  Maude  Elizabeth  Roberts,  who  married  Chari es 
E.  Gressle  from  Ohio.  They  live  in  Jamestown,  N.  C.  where  her  husband  is  in 
t lie  advertising  department  of  a  daily  paper.  They  have  3  children.  Billy  Roberts 
studied  electronics  at  the  L'niversity  of  Kentucky  and  at  Miami.  lie  was  a  Ser¬ 
geant  in  the  U.  S.  Army  and  served  overseas.  His  wife  is  from  South  America  and 
is  of  Spanish  descent.  They  have  two  children.  They  live  in  Birmingham,  Ala. 

Mildred  Lou  Roberts'  husband  ,  _ ,  is  in  the  armed  services  and  they 

reside  in  El  Paso,  Texas.  They  have  one  boy,  Darwin  Douglas  _ ,  16 

years  of  age  who  lives  in  Prestonsburg,  Kentucky,  with  the  family  of  his  uncle 
Gerald  Leslie. 

Lula  Josephine  Leslie  was  educated  at  Prestonsburg  and  Morehead.Ky. , 
and  attended  business  college  in  Trenton,  N.  J.  She  was  employed  in  Washington, 
D.  C.  for  a  time  and  taught  school  for  three  or  four  years  in  Floyd  Co.,Ky.  She 
is  married  to  Robert  Lee  of  Trenton,  N.  J.  He  is  a  manufacturer  of  paper  pro¬ 
ducts,  such  as  cartons  and  boxes.  They  have  no  children.  They  reside  in  Trenton. 

Joan  Leslie  attended  public  schools  of  Floyd  County  and  studied  al¬ 
so  at  Eastern  State  Teachers'  College  at  Richmond,  Ky.,  as  well  as  at  Shenan¬ 
doah  College.  She  obtained  a  teacher's  certificate  but  did  not  teach  and 
worked  in  a  hospital  several  years.  She  was  married  to  Bill  Edwards  of  Hunting- 
ton.  No  children.  She  resides  at  Emma,  Ky. 

Gerald  Graham  Leslie  was  educated  in  Prestonsburg  and  Paintsville, Ky., 
and  Georgetown  College,  Georgetown,  Ky.  Received  B.  S.  degree  from  Georgetown. 
Taught  in  the  Prestonsburg  schools  for  a  period  of  some  24  years.  Subjects 
taught  in  recent  years  were  mathematics,  chemistry  and  physics.  He  was  greatly 
loved  and  honored  by  all  in  the  community:  was  described  to  me  as  a  brillant 
scholar;  he  met  a  very  untimely  and  sudden  death  in  an  automobile  accident  in 
the  early  winter  of  1955,  while  driving  to  school.  His  wife  was  Namon  Gunnels, 
daughter  of  Jake  Gunnels.  She  also  taught  a  short  while.  Their  children  are: 
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?wis  Crittenden  Leslie,  with  wife  and  3  children;  David  Harry  Lee, 
irtha  Myrtle,  and  Alma  Josephine  (Dollie)  Leslie,  Taken  in  1912. 


Mrs.  Martha  Mayo  Leslie  on  the  porch  of  her  home  with  her  daughter, 
Anna  Leslie  Hall  and  the  latter's  daughter,  Myrtle  Hall  Stephens. 


r  en  . 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shelly  Woods 
and  three  of  their  child- 


Marv  Alice,  a  teacher;  Gerald  Graham  Jr.,  a  student  at  University  of  Kentucky; 
navid  Richard,  a  high  school  student;  and  Martha  Mayo  Leslie. 6  years  of  age. 

Maude  Lesl ie  attended  two  years  of  college  at  Caney  Creek,  Pippa 
Passes,  Knott  County,  Kentucky,  and  received  nurse's  training  in  New  Jersey 
and  New  York  City.  She  is  now  working  at  her  profession  as  a  Registered  Nurse 
in  Trenton,  N.  J.  She  married  Herbert  Seitz,  of  Baltimore.  They  have  two 
children:  Janet  Seitz. 14  years  of  age;  and  Jill  Seitz.  10  years  of  age.  The 
children  are  in  a  private  school  in  Baltimore,  Md. 

David  Banner  Leslie  Jr.  is  a  graduate  of  Morehead  State  Teachers' 
College.  He  has  been  Principal,  Coach,  and  teacher  in  Floyd  Co.  Schools  for 
15  years  and  is  teaching  now  at  Martin,  Kentucky.  During  World  War  II  he 
served  in  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  Army  but  was  not  overseas. His  rank  was 
that  of  Technical  Sgt.  He  made  his  home  with  his  mother  in  Prestonsburg  un¬ 
til  her  death  in  1954,  and  still  occupies  the  home. 

Edward  Bevins  Leslie,  born  April  6,  1913,  received  his  grade  and 
High  School  training  in  Floyd  Co.,  and  in  Paintsville,  Ky.  Graduated  from 
Morehead  State  Teachers  College  with  a  B.  S.  degree.  Taught  five  years.  Has 
been  practicing  dentistry  for  8  years  having  received  a  D.M.D  from  Louisville 
School  of  Dentistry  in  1946.  In  1940-41  he  served  one  year  as  Representative 
from  Floyd  County  in  the  State  Legislature  at  Frankfort,  Ky.  He  was  in  the 
U.  S.  Air  Force  as  First  Lieutenant  but  had  no  overseas  duty.  He  was  married 
at  Sandy  Hook,  Elliott  Co.,  Ky.,  19  years  ago,  to  Alta  Hall,  daughter  of 
Milford  Hall,  of  Floyd  County,  whose  father  is  a  school  teacher,  furniture 
nerchant,  and  farmer,  now  living  in  Flemingsburg,  Ky.  Alta  was  also  a  student 
at  Morehead  and  taught  five  years  after  their  marriage.  Their  children  are: 
lonnie  Hall :  Eddie  Darryl :  Larry  Milford  and  Robert  Keith  Leslie. 

Anna  Lesl ie  and  Malone  Hall  Family 

Annie  Amraie  Leslie  (Ann)  was  born  May  24,  1871.  She  was  married  on  Novem- 
)er  7,  1889  to  Malone  Hall,  son  of  Elijah  Hall,  and  Margaret  Clark  Hall.  She 
iias  a  teacher  before  and  after  marriage  and  taught  in  the  schools  of  Floyd  Coun 
y,  Kentucky,  for  twenty-five  years  or  more.  For  several  years  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
lall  lived  on  Prater  Creek.  Later  Mr.  Hall  served  as  Clerk  of  Floyd  County  for 
our  years  (1901-1905),  and  was  elected  County  Judge,  serving  during  the  years 
909-13.  He  was  a  Republican.  While  serving  in  these  two  capacities,  Mr.  Hall 
md  his  family  lived  in  Prestonsburg,  Ky.  Later  he  and  his  wife  moved  to  Allen 
Kentucky  where  he  became  a  vice  president  in  the  Sandy  Valley  Hardware  Company, 
f  which  his  son-in-law  was  then  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  Ann  Leslie  Hall  died 
n  May  24,  1940,  and  Judge  Hall  died  on  May  24,  1948,  both  deaths  occurring  at 
lien,  Ky.  Judge  Hall  was  born  in  1860,  and  thus  was  a  number  of  years  his 
ife's  senior. 

There  were  two  children  born  to  the  Malone  Hall's;both  at  Prater  Creek, Ky. 

Myrtle  Leslie  Hall  was  born  on  July  17,  1890.  She  was  married  on 
anuary  22,  1908  to  Dock  Baisden  Stephens,  of  Prestonsburg.  They  lived  at 
lien,  Kentucky,  where  Mr.  Stephens  was  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Sandy 
alley  Hardware  Company.  Myrtle  taught  school  one  year.  Her  husband  died  on 
uly  15,  1943,  at  Pikeville,  Ky.  and  she  on  January  16,  1946,  at  Lexington, 
entucky.  They  had  only  one  child,  Lillian  Oriole  Stephens,  born  January  23, 
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1910,  at  Prestonsburg.  She  was  graduated  from  Georgetown  College,  Georgetown 
Kentucky,  in  August  1929,  and  was  said  to  be  the  first  woman  college  graduate 
from  Floyd  County. 

Lillian  Oriole  Stephens  was  married  on  August  2,  1930,  to 
French  Adam  Maooard  of  Hindnan,  Kentucky.  They  lived  at  Betsy  Layne,  Kentuclc 
where  he  was  principal  of  the  high  school.  They  had  two  daughters,  Ruth  Ann, 
and  Sally  Frances,  both  born  at  Allen,  Kentucky.  In  1934,  the  Haggard  family 
moved  to  Frankfort,  Kentucky,  where  Mr.  Maggard  was  employed  by  the  State  Rev¬ 
enue  Department.  They  later  moved  to  Lexington,  Kentucky,  where  Hr.  Maggard 
is  employed  by  the  McMillan  Company.  Their  children  are:  Ruth  Ann  Maggard. 
born  on  July  25,  1932,  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Kentucky  in  June, 
1953.  She  was  a  member  of  Mortar  Board  and  was  awarded  the  Algernon  Sydney 
Sullivan  Uedallion,  the  highest  honor  awarded  a  graduating  senior  woman  by  the 
University.  On  August  15,  1953,  she  was  married  to  Dr.  Hugh  Alan  Storrow.  of 
Long  Beach,  California,  Dr.  Storrow  is  a  professor  of  psychiatry  at  Yale  Medi¬ 
cal  School,  New  Haven,  Conn.  Sally  Frances  Maggard.  born  December  10,  1933, 
was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Kentucky  on  May  30,  1955.  On  June  25,19! 
she  was  married  to  Whitney  Dunlap.  II.  of  Woodford  County,  Kentucky.  Her 
husband  is  a  2nd  Lieutenant  in  the  U.  S.  Air  Force,  stationed  at  Rantoul,  Ill j 
nois. 

Frederick  C.  Hall,  son  of  Ann  Leslie  and  Halone  Hall,  was  born  on 
February  21,  1892,  on  Prater  Creek,  Floyd  County,  Ky.  He  was  married  in  1915 
to  Maggie  May,  daughter  of  Beverley  May,  and  granddaughter  of  Bill  May  who  was 
a  brother  of  Thomas  Patton  May  who  married  Margery  Lesley  a  generation  or  so 
earlier.  Mr.  Hall  was  employed  by  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  and  tl 
First  National  Bank  of  Prestonsburg  for  a  nianber  of  years.  He  later  organizec 
and  operated  The  Home  Owner's  Land  and  Mortgage  Company.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall 
lived  at  Prestonsburg.  He  died  at  the  Paintsville  Hospital,  Johnson  County, 
Kentucky,  on  March  23,  1950.  There  were  no  children  born  to  this  couple. 

Victoria  A.  Leslie,  born  July  29,  1873,  was  married  to  Peter  Burchett  a 
farmer  and  merchant  and  mail  carrier.  It  is  said  that  he  could  neither  read 
nor  write  but  was  able  to  carry  on  successfully  in  all  three  of  his  occupa¬ 
tions.  In  1945,  while  her  husband  was  away  for  the  purpose  of  replenishing 
the  stock  of  their  general  merchandise  store,  Victoria,  who  had  suffered  a 
stroke  some  time  before,  was  burned  to  death  in  her  home.  She  had  fallen  into 
the  open  fire  and  was  unable  to  get  out  to  summon  help.  Peter  Burchett  died 
in  July  1949  of  an  heart  attack.  There  were  no  children. 

The  Family  of  Lewis  Crittenden  Lesl ie  and  Clara  M.  Gunnell 

Lewis  Crittenden  Leslie,  or  "Crit",  as  he  is  conmonly  called,  was  the  6th 
of  a  family  of  8  children.  Born  on  May  23,  1875,  he  was  30  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  his  marriage  on  December  30,  1905,  to  Clara  M.  Guhnell.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Harvey  Reed  Gunnell  and  Margaret  Lee  Layne  and  the  granddaugh¬ 
ter  of  James  Pembroke  Layne,  also  known  as  J.  P.  or  "Pem"  Layne  and  Sarah  Ann 
itaith.  Her  grandparents  on  her  father's  side  were  Austin  Gunnell  and  Lucy 
'lark.  They  were  married  at  the  home  of  her  grandfather,  J.  P.  Layne  by  the 
lev.  D.  B.  Kazee.  Witnesses  were  Ben  Araburgy  and  James  Stratton. 

Most  of  the  adult  life  of  "Crit"  Leslie  was  spent  in  the  teaching  pro- 
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ession.  His  passing  (in  1951 )  is  of  such  recent  date  that  his  memory  as  a 
eloved  teacher  is  still  fresh  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  most  of  the  popula- 
ion  of  Floyd  County.  Although  of  a  family  of  teachers  he  is  perhaps  the  one 
f  his  own  generation  (the  5th)  most  closely  identified  with  rural  education 
;  it  was  in  his  day.  He  guided  all  the  rural  youth,  the  beginners  at  his 
^ee,  the  youthful  boys  and  girls  into  and  through  their  adulthood  and  into 
ie  realms  of  higher  learning.  His  own  schooling  had  been  confined  to  the 
lementary  and  High  School  at  Martin,  Kentucky.  He  received  his  Life  Certi- 
icate  to  teach  in  the  Common  Schools  of  the  State  in  March  1916,  13  years 
;fore  he  received  his  High  School  Diploma  from  Martin  High  School  on  April 
>,  1929.  He  taught  his  wife  before  they  were  married,  also  his  own  children 
id  some  of  his  grand  children.  He  saw  to  it  that  his  own  children  received 
>t  only  what  he  could  give  them  (and  that  was  much  —  as  much  as  they  could 
r  would  take)  but  also  sent  them  away  from  home  to  such  schools  as  Byington's 
i  Louisa,  and  to  the  Mayo  College  in  Paintsville,  Kentucky.  In  thus  devoting 
mself  to  the  needs  of  the  rural  youth,  he  may  have  turned  his  back  on  what 
>me  might  consider  "higher"  and  more  lucrative  fields  of  endeavor  for  which 
:  most  assuredly  was  equipped. 

Crit  and  Clara  became  the  parents  of  13  children  (all  briefly  discussed 
i  the  following  pages).  The  records  of  their  births  as  obtained  from  the 
imily  Bible,  kept  in  the  meticulous  script  of  the  schoolmaster  father,  may 
■veal  one  aspect  of  his  many-faceted  intellect.  It  is,  I  believe,  the  only 
;cord  of  its  kind  which  was  shown  to  me  which  gave  the  exact  moment  of  the 
ly  and  the  day  of  the  week,  in  addition  to  the  month,  day,  and  year,  of  the 
Ivent  of  each  new  life  into  the  family  circle.  Does  it  reveal  an  interest 
i  and  knowlege  of  astronomy  and  astrology?  This  method  of  recording  births 
carried  on  by  at  least  one  of  his  daughters.  Although  four  of  the  13  chil- 
en  preceded  their  parents  in  death  --  two  boys  in  infancy  and  two  daughters, 
e  in  childhood  and  one  in  young  womanhood  --  all  but  two  of  the  others  mar- 
ed.  There  are  many  grandchildren  and  also  a  number  of  great-grandchildren. 

David  Harry  Lee  Leslie,  known  as  "Harry  Lee",  was  born  on  May  10, 

07.  Under  the  splendid  tutelage  of  his  father,  Harry  Lee  was  ready  at  11 
ars  of  age  to  attend  high  school.  He  was  sent  to  Professor  Byington's  Nor- 
1  College  at  Louisa,  Kentucky,  and  graduated  from  that  institution's  high 
hool  classes  at  the  age  of  14.  After  further  study  at  Mayo  College  at  Paints- 
lle,  where  he  continued  his  high  school,  normal,  and  business  training,  Harry 
s  ready  and  eager  to  begin  studying  for  a  medical  career.  Funds  were  not  a- 
ilable  for  this,  however,  so  Harry  Lee,  to  use  his  own  words,  "got  married, 
stead". Borrowing  $85  from  a  friend,  he  was  married  to  Beatrice  Price. daughter 
N.  S.  Price,  of  Oil  Springs,  Johnson  County,  Kentucky.  Their  son,  Harry 
nfield  Leslie,  was  born  in  Ashland,  Kentucky,  on  February  16,  1929.  They 
ved  in  Ashland  for  five  years  but  returned  to  Emma,  Kentucky,  where  Beatrice 
ed  on  January  18,  1930. 

On  January  15,  1935,  Harry  Lee  Leslie  was  married  to  his  present  wife, 

!j)_ie  Setzer.  daughter  of  Ballard  Setzer  and  Alice  Goble  Setzer.  They  were 
irried  at  Canada,  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  by  C.  C.  Byrd,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
o  had  a  roadside  sign  stating:  "Marriage  licenses  and  ceremonies  performed 
re."  This  practice  was  stopped  soon  after  this.  Mamie  Setzer  was  born  on 
nuary  4,  1918,  at  Endicott,  Floyd  County,  Kentucky  (on  Buffalo),  where  her 
ither  is  now  postmaster.  They  have  one  child:  Ramona  Kay  Leslie,  born  Novera- 
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ber  13,  1935.  Ramona  won  awards  in  spelling,  selling,  and  writing  in  the 
grades  and  high  school  in  Floyd  County.  After  two  years  in  Pikeville  Junior 
College,  she  entered  the  3rd  year  classes  at  Berea  College,  Berea,  Kentucky, 
where  she  is  studying  short  story  writing  while  majoring  in  History. 

Martha  Myrtle  Leslie,  born  10-12-1908,  died  9-23-1938.  She  never 

married. 


Alma  Josephine  Leslie  (better  known  as  "Dollie"),  born  at  Ehnna, Ken¬ 
tucky,  at  9:30  a.  m.  on  March  26,  1911,  says  that  her  own  schooling  began  and 
ended  at  the  school  in  that  rural  community.  Her  father  was  her  teacher  ex¬ 
cept  for  the  first  and  last  years.  She  begun  with  her  cousin,  Grady  Bevins, 
whom  she  found  to  be  so  strict  that  she  refused  to  return  to  classes  in  the 
afternoons^  For  her  last  school  year  her  teacher  was  "Bill"  Mayo. 

Dollie  married  Eugene  Shelly  Woods,  son  of  William  Vernon  Woods,  and  grand¬ 
son  of  James  Woods  and  Margaret  Skeens  —  the  latter  is  still  living  at  88  year; 
of  age.  Shelly's  mother  was  Cora  Mosley,  the  daughter  of  John  Mosley  and  Julia 
Stumbo.  Members  of  five  generations  of  the  Woods  family  now  live  in  the  vicini¬ 
ty.  Shelly  Woods  was  an  employ  of  the  State  Highway  Department  but  now  is  road 
supervisor  for  the  County  of  Floyd.  Besides  being  a  homemaker,  mother,  and 
grandmother,  Dollie  includes  sewing  and  crocheting  among  her  occupations.  She 
attends  the  Methodist  Church  at  Einma. 

The  three  Woods  children  were  all  born  at  Einma  and  attended  the  grade 
schools  there  and/or  at  Allen,  another  near-by  community.  They  were  taught  by 
their  grandfather,  L.  C.  Leslie,  and  by  their  uncle,  Beecher  Woods.  All  are 
graduates  of  Prestonsburg  High  School,  and  all  were  extremely  active  in  school 
affairs,  including  "Hi-Times",  the  school  paper;  the  Glee  and  Dramatic  Clubs; 
the  Craft  Club;  F.  F.  A.;  and  also  took  part  in  sports. 

Donald  Eugene  Woods,  was  born  Monday,  August  11,  1930,  at  2:00 
a.  m.  While  in  high  school,  he  held  the  center  position  in  "The  Blackcats", 
the  P.  H.  S.  football  team.  He  graduated  in  May  1948  and  was  married  that  same 
year  to  a  classmate,  Audrey  Colleen  Elkins. daughter  of  Lula  Porter  and  Curtis 
Elkins,  of  Lancer,  Kentucky.  During  1948-1955,  he  was  employed  as  bookeeper 
for  the  Valley  Motor  Car  Co.  of  Prestonsburg,  Ky. ,  where  the  family  resides. 
They  have  three  children:  Donna  Jean,  b.  Sunday,  1-9-1949;  Linda  Dale,  b.  8- 
27-1950;  and  Keith  Alan  Woods. born  Friday,  July  23,  1954. 

Glen  Edwin  Woods. born  Tuesday,  November  10,  1931,  at  5:00  a.  ra. 
When  he  started  to  school  he  was  told  by  his  grandfather,  L.  C.  Leslie,  who 
was  his  teacher,  to  spell  his  name  "Glenn”,  and  this  he  has  done  ever  since. 

He  was  married  in  1950,  the  year  of  his  high  school  graduation,  to  Bessie  Dean 
Mullins,  of  Manton,  Kentucky.  His  wife  is  the  daughter  of  Florence  Hale  and 
Forester  Hampton  Mullins.  They  have  two  children:  Glenna  Faye  Woods,  born 
Thursday,  October  4,  1951,  and  William  Edwin  Woods,  born  Saturday,  February 
14,  1953,  at  7  a.  m.  Glen  has  been  employed  for  the  past  three  years  by  the 
Reed  Construction  Company,  of  Langley,  Kentucky. 

Phyllis  Lorainne  Woods,  born  Sunday,  October  14,  1934,  at  12:15 
a.  m. ,  completed  her  high  school  course  in  three  years  and  attended  Pikeville 
Junior  College  for  one  year  (1953).  She  is  now  in  Morehead  State  College  from 
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which  she  expects  to  receive  an  A.  B.  degree  in  June  1956.  She  will  probably 
enter  the  teaching  profession. 

Emma  Eleanor  Leslie,  born  7  a.  m. , Tuesday,  February  25,  1913,  was 
narried  March  7,  1929,  at  16  years  of  age  to  Jeff  Burchett,  son  of  Wesley  and 
Lydia  Burchett  and  grandson  of  "Fiddler"  John  and  Martha  Burchett.  His  mater¬ 
nal  grandparents  were  Jeff  and  Kate  Sherman.  The  Burchetts  have  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  all  born  at  Emma.  The  eldest  four  have  graduated  from  the  Prestonsburg 
Sigh  School  and  the  three  younger  ones  are  still  in  school.  They  are: 

Howard  Leslie  Burchett,  born  December  13  _ ,  graduated  from 

nigh  school  in  1948  and  played  professional  ball  for  the  Cleveland  Indians  in 
1948-1949.  In  1950  he  was  married  to  Jeanne  Rosemary  Batesel.  of  Chanute, Kan¬ 
sas.  They  have  three  sons:  Howard  Leslie  Burchett  II.  Jeffrey  Vernal  Burchett, 
and  Robin  Kent  Burchett. 

Charles  Ray  Burchett,  born  October  8,  1932,  joined  the  U.  S. 
iir  Force  on  February  29,  1952,  and  is  now  stationed  in  Bremerhaven, Germany, 
te  is  a  graduate  of  Prestonsburg  High  School,  Class  of  1949.  Curtis  Reed 
lurchett.born  September  28,  1934,  and  Clara  Reed  Burchett,  born  August  26, 

936,  were  graduated  from  P.  H.  S.  in  1952  and  1953  respectively.  The  three 
hunger  children  of  the  Jeff  Burchett  family  are:  Frank  Delmas  Burchett. born 
Ipril  5,  1944;  Jeff  Randall  Burchett,  born  September  29,  1947;  and  Rita  Cheryl 
lurchett.  born  August  5,  1950. 

Charles  Leslie,  born  August  27,  1915;  died  in  infancy. 

Wilma  Agnes  Leslie. born  April  21,  1916,  Friday,  8  p.  m. ,  graduated 
'rom  High  School  in  1934  and  in  1937  was  married  to  Dean  Robert  Merritt  who  was 
i  classmate  through  grades  and  high  school.  Her  husband  is  the  grandson  of 
’aylor  Merritt  and  Buena  Vista  Harris  Merritt,  and  of  Wade  Burchett  and  Rose 
Jizemore  Burchett.  They  reside  at  Bnma,  Kentucky,  and  have  six  children,  all 
itill  in  school.  They  are:  Clara  Dean  Merritt,  born  Jan.,  30.1939;John  David 
lerritt.  born  August  26,  1940;  Robert  Taylor  Merritt,  born  Dec.  20,  1942; Rhonda 
Jaudette  Merritt. born  March  1,  1945;  Delores  Leslie  Merritt. born  March  15, 

948;  and  Curtis  Brent  Merritt,  born  Sept.  24,  1954. 

James  Crittenden  Leslie,  born  May  28,  1918,  Tuesday  12:30  a.  m.  never 
larried.  Lives  in  the  old  home  place  at  Emma. 

Frank  Mayo  Leslie  and  Bonnie  Layne  Leslie  were  twins  born  5  minutes 
part  on  Saturday  July  17,  1920,  at  11:50  and  11:55  p.  m.  respectively.  Frank 
ayo  graduated  from  Prestonsburg  High  School  in  May  1940;  served  six  months 
n  the  CCC's  at  Elkhorn  City  in  that  year,  and  enlisted  in  the  Navy  on  Jan¬ 
ary  17,  1941;  was  honorably  discharged  on  Nov.  26,  1946;  was  married  to  Hester 
oods  at  Paintsville,  Ky.  on  May  22  1944.  His  wife  was  born  January  19,1925 
t  Emma,  the  daughter  of  Johnnie  and  Maxie  Goble  Woods  and  granddaughter  of 
illiam  and  Lizzie  Branham  Woods.  Her  grandparents  on  her  mother's  side  were 
ohn  and  Laura  Ferguson  Goble. 

They  live  on  Cow  Creek;  Postoffice  is  Bnma,  Ky.  Frank  works  at  the  mines 
or  Inland  Steel  Co.,  Price,  Ky.  Their  four  children  are:  Jerry  Mayo  Leslie, 
orn  Feb.  19,  1945;  Bennett  Lee  Leslie. born  Oct.  7,  1949;  Darrell  Keith  Leslie, 
orn  Oct.  24,  1951;  John  Paul  Leslie,  born  Aug.  25,  1953. 
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Bonnie  Lavne  Leslie  after  receiving  grade  and  high  school  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  local  schools,  she  took  up  I.  B.  M.  Keypunch  work  at  the  School 
of  Commerce,  Ashland,  Ky.  She  worked  for  the  Air  Force  Materiel  Command  at 
Dayton,  Ohio,  from  January  1943  to  October  1946,  She  was  married  to  Wyman 
Walters  on  Nov.  16,  1945.  Her  husband  is  the  son  of  T.  F.  Walters  and 
Essalonia  Mosley  and  the  grandson  of  Sijnon Walters  and  Jane  Goble  Walters,  who 
were  originally  from  Minnesota.  He  attended  high  school  at  Louisa,  Ky„  and 
there  joined  the  U.  S.  Navy  in  September  1935,  was  captured  in  May  1942,  on 
Corregedor  and  was  in  the  Bataan  Death  March.  He  was  discharged  in  August, 
1945.  He  is  Treasurer  and  Office  Mgr.  of  Caven  Ltd,  Canada  -  Venzuela  Trad¬ 
ing  Co.  -  Export  and  Import  business.  He  has  been  located  in  St.  John,  N.  B. 
Canada  in  that  capacity  since  Aug.  1953. 

The  Walters  have  four  children,  three  boys  and  one  girl,  who  are  all 
brown-eyed  like  their  mother.  Bonnie  says  her  husband's  eyes  are  green. 

The  children:  Wayne  Leslie  Walters,  born  Friday  July  25,  1947,  12:15  p.  m. , 
at  Great  Lakes,  Ill.;  Stephen  Rand  Walters,  born  Friday  Apr.  8,  1949,  10:45 
p.  m. ,  at  Prestonsburg;  David  Byron  Walters. born  Monday  Dec.  15,  1952,  6:45 
a.  m. ,  at  Martin,  Ky. ;  Joanna  Gayle  Walters,  born  Monday  Jan.  18,1954,1:15  p.n 

Claude  Delmas  Leslie,  born  on  Monday  2:30  a.  m.  March  19,  1923.  Afte 
graduating  from  high  school  he  was  in  a  C.  C.  C.  Camp  at  Blackfoot,  Idaho.  He 
served  in  the  U.  S.  Amy  during  World  War  II  and  was  in  Germany  part  of  that 
time.  He  is  married  to  Ida  Haves.  He  is  employed  by  the  Chesapeake^  Ohio  Rail 
way  at  Martin,  Ky.  and  has  recently  built  an  home  at  Ehma  and  the  family  now 
resides  there. 

They  have  two  sons,  Steve  Rodney  Leslie,  born  November  11,  1950;  and  Don 
Randy  Leslie  born  November  23,  1954  at  Prestonsburg,  Ky. 

George  Earle  Leslie. born  March  6,  1925.  Died  in  infancy. 

Joy  May  Leslie. born  Monday  3:30  a.  m. ,  11-22-1926.  She  died  at  the 
age  of  12  years  on  Tuesday  March  10,  1938. 

Ralph  Archer  Leslie,  born  March  24,  1929.  Had  high  school  at  Pres¬ 
tonsburg  and  business  course  at  Mayo  Vocational  School,  Paintsville,  Ky.  He 
served  in  the  regular  Amy  for  two  years,  but  was  not  overseas.  Works  for  the 
Pittsburgh  Plate  Glass  Co.  in  Columbus  ,  Ohio  as  an  accountant.  Is  unmarried. 

William  Pharmer  Leslie,  born  February  17,  1879,  was  the  youngest 
son  and  next  to  the  youngest  of  the  eight  children  of  Noblett  Leslie.  He  was 
a  teacher,  lawyer,  and  finally  Chief  Justice  in  the  Eastland  Texas  Court  of 
Appeals.  In  1908  he  was  married  to  Rosal ie  Allen  who  was  born  April  29,  1887, 
near  Northern,  Ky.  He  died  July  31,  1945.  His  widow  and  oldest  son  reside  in 
Eastland,  Texas.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Leslie  were  the  parents  of  three  children: 

William  Allen  Leslie,  born  June  1,  1909  in  Colorado  City,  Texas 
attended  McMurray  College  in  Abilene,  Texas,  Schreiner  Institute  in  Kerrville, 
and  Southern  Methodist  University  in  Dallas.  In  the  latter  school,  he  was  a 
member  of  Delta  Chi  to  which  fraternity  his  father  had  also  belonged.  His 
life's  work  has  been  in  the  field  of  business.  During  World  War  II,  he  served 
in  the  Amy  Transport  Conmand  and  attained  the  rank  of  Captain;  and  for  three 
years  was  stationed  in  the  Pacific  Area.  While  overseas,  his  wife,  who  was 


ta  former  Bertha  Parker,  died  in  June  1943  and  was  buried  in  Eastland,  Texas. 

!  and  his  second  wife,  Geraldine  Cotten  (Pettit)  Leslie,  who  was  a  young 
v,low  born  Oct.  10,  1920  at  Dunn,  Texas,  are  the  parents  of  Allen  Robert  Leslie 
trn  in  Eastland,  Texas,  on  September  28,  1954. 

Rosalie  Leslie,  born  Nov.  18,  1910  in  Colorado  City,  Texas,  received 
tr  B.  A.  degree  from  the  University  of  Texas  in  1931  and  her  M.  A.  degree  from 
C  umbia  University  in  1932.  Among  her  collegiate  honors  were  Phi  Beta  Kappa, 

]; a  Sigma  Pi  (chemistry),  Sigma  Delta  Pi  (Spanish),  Alpha  Kappa  Delta  (sociolo¬ 
gy  and  Mortar  Board,  of  which  she  served  as  chapter  president,  and  later  as 
Kional  Secretary  and  Alumnae  President  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Her  work  of  coun- 
s  ling  and  guidance  in  the  field  of  deaning  in  the  Texas  Public  Schools  in 
fi;hards.  Fort  Stockton,  and  Dallas,  took  her  to  West  Texas  State  Teachers  Col¬ 
lie,  the  University  of  Texas  Scottish  Rite  Dormitory,  Texas  State  College  for 
luen,  and,  finally,  to  the  position  of  Assistant  Dean  of  Women  at  the  University 
o  Maryland  from  1942  to  1950.  She  was  married  on  July  15th  1950  in  New  York 
C.y,  to  Judge  Charles  Anthony  Loreto  (born  Aug.  30,  1902  in  New  York  City), 
n>m  she  met  on  a  trip  to  Europe  in  1949.  They  make  their  home  in  New  York  City, 
b.  spend  part  of  each  year  traveling.  Mrs.  Loreto  is  Accredited  Observer  for 
t’  Girl  Scouts  at  the  United  Nations  and  serves  as  a  volunteer  on  Scouts'  In- 
tnational  Committee.  She  is  on  the  governing  board  of  Springfield  College, 
Singfield,  Massachusetts,  and  of  Fellowship  House,  the  Headquarters  of  Inter- 
n  ional  Christian  Leadership  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

Charles  Robert  Leslie,  born  Feb.  13,  1923  in  Colorado  City,  Texas, 
reived  a  B.  A.  degree  "with  honors"  from  Yale  in  the  class  of  1943,  a  M.  B. 

A  degree  from  Harvard  Graduate  School  of  Business  Administration  in  1947,  and 
aLB  degree  from  the  University  of  Texas  Law  School  in  1949.  In  the  latter 
sool,  he  was  elected  to  the  legal  honor  society,  Phi  Delta  Phi.  Other  schools 
a  ended  by  Charles  Robert  include  the  University  of  Colorado  and  the  University 

o  Hawaii.  He  began  work  in  the  legal  department  of  Texas  Gulf  Sulphur  Company, 

i  Houston,  Texas.  After  a  year,  he  went  to  work  in  the  public  relations  de- 

p tment  of  Socony  Vacuum  Oil  Company  in  its  main  office  at  26  Broadway, New  York 

C  y.  After  one  and  a  half  years,  the  inducements  of  living  in  Texas  overshad- 
o  d  the  advantages  of  the  big  city  to  such  an  extent  that  he  decided  to  re- 
t n  to  Texas  Gulf  Sulphur  Company.  During  World  War  II,  he  rose  to  the  rank 
o  Lieutenant  (Senior  Grade)  in  the  Navy  Air  Transport  Command  Service  and 
snt  some  time  in  the  Pacific  area.  His  social  fraternity  is  Sigma  Alpha 
Ejilon.  He  is  active  in  the  Methodist  Church,  the  Yale  Club,  the  Harvard 
B  iness  School  Club,  and  several  professional  and  social  clubs. 

A  tribute  to  her  father,  Judge  Leslie,  has  been  prepared  by  his  daughter 
ai  appears  in  another  section  of  this  book,  (page  ). 

Lula  Belle  Leslie  was  the  youngest  of  the  Noblett  Lesl ie-Martha  Mayo 
fily.  She  was  born  March  30,  1887.  She  taught  one  school  in  Floyd  County, 
w;  married  in  February  1912  at  the  age  of  25  to  her  third  cousin,  Ben  Bevins. 
s<  of  Matt  Bevins.  They  had  no  children.  Her  husband  pre-deceased  her.  She 
d:j  on  August  1,  1954,  aged  67  years  4  months. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  J.  Mayo  on  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 


MARY  ELIZABETH  LESLIE 


(Fourth  Generation  —  Robert  Line  —  Daughter  of  Pharmer) 

Mary  Elizabeth  Leslie  was  born  in  Pike  Co.,  Ky.  on  May  4,  1840.  She 
as  married  on  Sept.  3,  1863  at  the  home  of  her  aunt,  Luna  Lesley  Bevins 
oThos.  Jefferson  Mayo,  son  of  Geo.  Washington  Mayo  and  Sarah  Buchanan 
uxier.  Her  husband  was  born  May  14,  1841  and  was  descended  from  Valentine 
ayo  who  settled  as  early  as  1702  in  Middlesex  Co.,  Virginia.  Thus,  her 
usband  was  of  the  7th  generation  of  his  family  in  America.  (The  lineage 
f  his  mother  is  shown  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  page  ,  and  was  approxi- 
ately  parallel  with  that  of  his  wife's  family,  insofar  as  American  ancestry 
s  concerned) . 

The  marriage  ceremony  was  performed  by  William  Maynard,  of  the  Baptist 
hurch.  The  license  was  issued  in  Floyd  County  on  August  29,  1863,  by 
,F.  Hackworth,  D.C.  for  J.G.  Johns,  Clerk.  The  witnesses  were  Joseph  K. 
uxier  and  William  L.  Auxier,  relatives  of  the  groom. 

Thomas  J.  Mayo  had  already  been  teaching  for  several  years  before  his 
irriage  to  "the  girl  next  door".  He  was  destined  to  become  one  of  the  most 
enowned  and  beloved  teachers  of  the  Big  Sandy  Valley.  In  about  1866  the 
amily  moved  to  Paintsville,  Johnson  County,  where  they  made  their  home  for 
he  remainder  of  their  lives,  and  where  many  of  their  descendants  are  still 
iving.  In  his  teaching,  Mr.  Mayo  wielded  a  great  influence  upon  the  lives 
f  the  people  of  the  little  community.  He  often  kept  school  in  his  own 
jome,  for  lack  of  a  more  suitable  place. 

In  1873-1875,  T.J.  Mayo  served  in  the  Kentucky  House  of  Representatives, 
^presenting  Johnson  County  in  that  legislative  body.  In  1875,  he  became 
bstmaster  at  Paintsville  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  eight  years.  His 
ffice  was  on  the  end  of  the  porch  of  his  home,  which  was  fenced  off  for 
lat  purpose.  At  that  time  the  mail  came  by  train  only  as  far  as  Riverton, 
little  town  on  the  Ohio  River.  From  there  it  came  by  horse,  via  Willard, 

J  Paintsville,  the  carrier  delivering  to  central  spots  and  sometimes  handing 
t  out  as  he  came  along. 

In  later  years,  Mr.  Mayo  devoted  most  of  his  time  to  farming,  and  was 
lown  far  and  wide  as  most  successful  in  that  field.  All  his  life  he  had 
*en  a  great  reader  and  student,  and  he  now  put  to  practical  use  the 
:ientific  knowledge  gained  thereby.  He  was  a  deep  thinker  and  was  known 
>r  his  keen  intellect  and  sound  judgment.  He  was  kindly,  unassuming,  and 
>ving,  and  was,  in  his  own  family,  as  well  as  among  friends  and  neighbors, 
source  of  inspiration.  An  earlier  historian  says  of  him:  "Thos.  J.  Mayo, 
io  has  been  one  of  the  pioneer  educators  of  the  Sandy  Valley,  has  perhaps 
me  a  nobler  work  for  the  mountain  country  than  his  distinguished  son, 

>hn  C.  C.  Mayo,  who  is  so  well  known  among  the  people  at  home  and  abroad." 
ignes  Auxier,  in  her  unpublished  brochure  on  The  Auxier  Family,  page  33). 
irthermore,  that  son  never  failed  to  give  first  place  to  his  father  when 
'  mentioned,  as  he  often  did,  the  "three  men”  who  had  been  most  responsible 
ir  anything  good  which  he,  himself,  might  have  done.  (See  pages  for 

tecial  sketch  of  John  C.  C.  Mayo  and  his  work.) 
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The  Famil v  of  Mary  E.  Lesl ie  and  Thomas  J.  Mayo 

John  C.  C.  Mavo  was  born  September  16,  1864,  in  Pike  County.  He 
came  to  Paintsville,  Kentucky,  with  his  parents  when  he  was  about  two  years 
old.  After  completion  of  elementary  school  in  Johnson  County,  he  entered 
Kentucky  Wesleyan  College  at  Millersburg,  Kentucky,  in  September,  1880.  He 
spent  four  years  there  teaching  and  studying  and  was  Professor  of  Mathematics 
at  that  institution.  After  returning  to  Johnson  County  he  continued  to  teach 
for  several  years.  On  February  21,1897,  he  was  married  to  Alice  Meek,  of 
Paintsville.  She  was  born  March  27,  1881,  He  died  May  11,  1914.  His  widow 
lives  in  Ashland,  Kentucky.  They  had  two  children: 

John  C.  C,  Mavo.  Jr.  was  born  December  18,  1900,  at  Paintsvill 
Kentucky.  He  was  educated  at  Paintsville  and  at  the  Tennessee  Military  Insti 
tute  (1915-1919),  and  Amherst  College  (1919-20).  On  June  17,  1938,  he  was  ma 
ried  to  Mary  Nancy  McClure,  who  was  born  November  11,  1908,  at  Man,  W.  Va.  Joi 
is  a  prominent  business  man  and  has  his  home  and  offices  in  Ashland,  Kentucky 
The  following  brief  listing  of  some  of  the  business  enterprises  with  which  he 
is  or  has  been  associated  in  various  capacities  will  give  an  idea  of  what  a 
busy  man  he  is: 

Mayo  Oil  Service  Company  of  which  he  was  President  in  1920-1924;  Mrs. 
John  C.  C.  Mayo  Co.  (1921-  );  and  the  Williams  Coal  Company  (1924-  );  of 

both  of  which  he  is  Vice  President.  He  is  President  of  the  Mayo  Arcade  Com¬ 
pany  (1925-  );  the  Collins  Mayo  Collieries  Company  (1940-  );  the  Olive  Hill 

Refractories  Co.  (1941-  );  and  was  President  of  the  Midland  &  Atlantic  Bridge 

Corporation,  1925-38.  He  is  also  Vice  President  of  the  Kentucky  River  Coal 
Corporation  (1945-  );  and  Board  Chairman,  Second  National  Bank,  Ashland,  Ky., 

(1948-  );  Board  Chairman,  S.  P.  Hager  Co. , (1947-  );  and  is  an  Associate  Di¬ 

rector,  Kentucky  Unemployment  Compensation  Commission.  His  Clubs  are:  The 
Cincinnati,  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  and  the  Bellefonte  Country  Club,  Ashland,  Ken¬ 
tucky. 


When  pressed  for  some  more  personal  information  about  himself,  John's 
innate  modesty  and  reserve  allowed  him  only  to  say:  "I  have  been  blessed  with 
a  wonderful  family  and  good  health  and  have  had  a  reasonable  amount  of  success 
in  business." 

The  John  C.  C.  Mayo  Jr.'s  have  five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters:  Thomas  Jefferson  Mavo.  born  January  7,  1943;  John  C.  C.  Mavo  III,  born 
July  18,  1944;  Andrew  Jackson  Mayo,  born  March  20,  1946;  Nancy  McClure  Mayo, 
born  December  29,  1947;  and  Alice  Margaret  Mayo,  born  January  10,  1950. 

Mary  Margaret  Mavo.  the  only  daughter  of  John  C.  C.  Mayo,  Sr. 
was  born  September  30,  1905.  She  was  a  beautiful  girl  with  a  charming  per¬ 
sonality.  She  was  married  in  1921  to  John  Frank  Johnson.  Jr.,  who  was  born 
in  1904.  Mary  Margaret  died  April  30,  1951.  There  were  two  children:  John 
Frank  Johnson  III  was  born  August  28,  1925.  He  is  single  and  is  at  present 
living  in  New  York  City  studying  professional  photography.  He  served  in  Ko¬ 
rea.  Alice  Mayo  Johnson  was  born  November  28,  1928.  She  was  married,  first 
in  1950,  to  William  Poe  Settlemaver.bv  whom  she  had  two  children:  Linda  Mayo 
Settlemaver.born  January  3,  1951;  and  Leslie  Settlemaver.  born  February  17, 
1953.  Alice  Mayo  Johnson  (Settlemayer )  was  married  in  1953  to  Eugene  0.  Willis, 
They  have  one  son,  Eugene  0.  Willis.  Jr.,  born  December  31,  1954. 
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Washington  Irving  Mayo,  second  son  of  Thomas  Jefferson  Mayo  and, 
ary  Elizabeth  (Leslie)  Mayo,  was  born  January  30,  1866,  in  Pike  County, Ky. 
s  died  at  Paintsville,  Ky, ,  June  13,  1923, 

Sarah  Rebecca  Victoria  Mayo  was  born  July  13,  1867.  She  died  on 
;tober  12,  1887. 

Robert  Hurt  Mayo  was  born  Jaunary  15,  1869.  He  was  a  teacher  and 
farmer,  and  became  postmaster  at  Paintsville  in  1914.  He  it  was  who  intro- 
iced  the  personal  mail  box  to  that  small  town.  He  purchased  the  boxes  from 
is  own  funds  and  charged  only  25  cents  a  month  rent  for  them.  His  salary 
is  $90  per  month,  with  $70  per  month  allowed  for  clerk  hire.  His  first  assis- 
int  was  his  cousin,  Ruth  C.  Leslie,  who  now  refers  to  him  as  her  "first  and 
ist  boss".  Margaret  Auxier  and  Sylvia  Preston  later  served  in  the  office, 
iter,  a  Mr.  Geiger  was  hired,  but  Miss  Leslie  returned  for  the  final  months 
Mr.  Mayo’s  term.  He  was  succeeded  in  office  by  Mr.  William  A.  Ward  ("Big 
11"),  another  "fine  boss",  and  a  most  honorable  man. 

Mr.  Mayo  retired  to  the  Mayo  farm  across  Paint  Creek  from  Paintsville, 
id  lived  there  until  his  death  on  December  26,  1935.  His  widow,  Mrs.  Nellie 
bourne  Mayo  and  their  son  are  now  living  there.  The  Robert  H.  Mayo  children 
e: 

Mary  Imoqene  Mayo,  was  born  November  5,  1916,  was  a  teacher  be- 
re  marriage  on  February  21,  1942,  to  John  Kish,  of  New  Jersey  where  they  re¬ 
de.  They  have  two  children:  Valerie  Kish,  born  November  28,  1944;  and  Teresa 
.ice  Kish,  born  July  20,  1950. 

Thomas  Jefferson  Mayo,  son  of  Robert  H.  Mayo  and  Nellie  Osbourne 
yo,  was  born  August  27,  1927.  He  resides  with  his  mother  and  manages  the 

rm.  He  is  highly  intellectual  and  is  said  to  resemble  in  other  ways,  also, 

s  father  and  his  grandfather,  for  whom  he  is  named.  He  is  unmarried. 

The  youngest  of  the  children  is  Betty  Louise  Mayo,  who  was  born 
jgust  16,  1931.  In  1954  she  married  Clarence  Melvin.  Jr.  She,  too,  is  spoken 
i  as  a  very  talented  and  efficient  teacher. 

Milton  Samuel  Mayo  was  born  September  22,  1872.  He  was  a  teacher 
;i  acted  as  his  father's  assistant  in  that  profession,  as  well  as  in  farming, 
lit  died  in  October,  1925. 

Leslie  Marvin  Mayo,  the  youngest  of  the  five  Mayo  sons,  was  born 
firember  30,  1879.  He,  also,  attended  Kentucky  Wesleyan  College.  He  died 
(■•ober  5,  1903. 

It  is  to  the  efforts  of  these  two  last  named  young  men,  more  than  half  a 
citury  ago,  that  we  owe  the  beginnings  of  this  compilation  of  family  data.  At 
tit  time  (the  turn  of  the  century),  as  they  went  about  through  the  area,  they 

c  lected  some  information  regarding  some  of  the  earlier  members  of  the  family 

I'.cli  would  otherwise  have  been  lost  to  us.  We  do  indeed  owe  them  a  debt  of 
cititude. 


Fannie  Estelle  Mayo  is  the  youngest  of  the  T.  J. 
i  the  only  one  now  living.  She  was  born  on  March  8,  1886, 


Mayo  children,  and 
in  Johnson  County, 
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Kentucky.  She  married  Frederick  Grant  Atkinson  on  September  16,  1905.  She 
has  always  made  her  home  in  Paintsville,  except  when  she  herself  was  away  at 
school  and,  later,  when  she  took  her  daughters  to  Wilmore,  Kentucky,  where 
they  attended  school.  She  now  occupies  the  old  home  of  her  parents. 

The  Atkinsons  had  six  children,  as  follows: 

Mary  Louise  Atkinson  was  born  February  8,  1907,  and  died  Septem¬ 
ber  5,  1914. 


Marvin  Milton  Atkinson  was  born  January  22,  1909.  Marvin  has 
always  been  of  an  extremely  studious  nature  and  is  a  lover  of  fine  literature 
and  history.  He  has  a  highly  developed  sense  of  humor  and  revels  in  anecdotes 
of  the  early  days,  especially  those  connected  with  the  family.  At  present  he 
is  connected  with  the  administrative  office  of  the  Paintsville  hospital.  He 
was  married  on  October  16,  1948  to  Dorothy  Johnson,  of  Prestonsburg,  Ky. ,  who 
is  now  a  nurse  at  the  Paintsville  hospital. 

Eloise  Mayo  Atkinson  was  born  May  29,  1916.  She  was  married 
on  June  25,  1940,  to  J.  C.  Henson.  They  had  one  son,  Joseph  Frederick  Henson 
(Freddy ).  born  on  April  23,  1941.  Eloise,  not  as  tall  as  her  sisters,  has 
enough  verve,  ambition,  determination,  and  friendliness  to  make  up  for  any 
lack  of  physical  stature.  She  is  a  fine  mother  and  homemaker. 

Elizabeth  Leslie  Atkinson  was  born  May  5,  1918.  She  is  married 
to  Henry  Campbell  Holbrook,  son  of  Dr.  H.  H.  Holbrook  of  Paintsville.  He  is 
connected  with  one  of  the  local  banks.  Elizabeth  is  one  of  our  family  historiar 
and  is  a  very  beautiful  and  charming  girl.  There  are  two  children  in  this  famil; 
Marvin  Mayo  Holbrook,  born  April  25,  1947;  and  Henry  Harrison  Holbrook,  born  Jar 
uary  16,  1950. 


Josephine  Francis  Atkinson  was  born  October  1,  1920.  She  was 
married  to  Emory  tf.  Martin  on  July  20,  1942.  They  live  in  Ashland,  Kentucky, 
where  Josephine  for  several  years  was  employed  as  a  secretary  for  a  law  firm. 

Alice  Calhoun  Atkinson,  the  "baby"  of  this  family,  tops  them 
all  in  height.  She  is  indeed  a  statuesque  redhead,  and  has  an  engaging  per¬ 
sonality  to  accompany  it.  She,  too,  is  full  of  fun  and  has  a  very  friendly 
disposition.  She  has  been  quite  helpful  to  her  mother  in  compiling  family 
data.  She  was  born  on  July  3,  1926,  and  was  married  to  W.  D.  Salyer  on  Decem¬ 
ber  19,  1953. 
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The  Thomas  Jefferson  and  Mary  E.  Mavo  Family 
(By  Elizabeth  Leslie  Atkinson  Holbrook,  Granddaughter) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mayo  were  staunch  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  South, 
id  adhered  strictly  to  the  doctrines  of  Methodism.  These  noble  parents 
jdicated  their  children  to  God,  in  Holy  Baptism,  when  the  children  were  in¬ 
ants.  T.  J.  Mayo  was  an  educator  of  the  highest  type,  and  was  also  a  fam- 
r  ,  having  acquired  some  of  the  most  valualble  farming  land  in  Johnson  Coun- 
V. 

On  September  3,  1913,  Thomas  Jefferson  Mayo  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Leslie 
ayo  celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary.  This  was  a  time  of  re¬ 
ccing.  Both  were  very  happy  that  day.  Mrs.  Mayo  said  that  it  was  one  of 
le  happiest  days  of  her  life.  The  day  was  lovely.  The  golden  rod  and  other 
owers  helped  to  make  the  scene  more  beautiful.  John  C.  C.  Mayo,  their  eld- 
:t  son,  had  just  returned  from  Europe  to  be  present  on  this  occasion,  and  it 
is  due  to  the  efforts  of  his  wife  that  this  beautiful  celebration  was  held. 

John  C.  C.  Mayo,  the  eldest  son,  when  a  mere  youth  was  converted  under 
ie  preaching  of  Dr.  Godboy.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, South, 
id  made  possible  the  erection  of  a  beautiful  temple  which  today  bears  his 
me.  He  also  founded  the  John  C.  C.  Mayo  College  (later  changed  to  Mayo 
ate  Industrial  School.)  He  planned  to  give  one  million  dollars  to  Methodism 
it  his  untimely  death  cut  short  this  plan. 

John  C.  C.  Mayo  long  dreamed  of  the  hidden  wealth  that  lay  beneath  the 
11s  of  his  native  Eastern  Kentucky.  He  put  to  use  his  knowledge  of  geology 
d,  due  to  his  foresight  and  ability,  was  able  to  develop  this  section.  He 
cceeded  in  gaining  the  attention  of  great  financiers,  including  J.  P.  Morgan, 
e  timber  and  mineral  wealth  proved,  upon  development,  to  be  all  that  he  had 
dared  that  it  was.  If  possible,  his  enterprise  was  overshadowed  by  his  gen- 
osity.  This  can  also  be  said  of  his  good  wife,  Mrs.  Alice  Meek  Mayo.  Paints- 
lle  will  long  bear  the  impress  of  her  generosity  and  noble  deeds. 

What  book  can  ever  record,  what  tongue  can  ever  repeat  the  things  achieved, 
d  the  ends  accomplished  in  Eastern  Kentucky,  as  result  of  Mr.  Mayo’s  enter- 
ise.' 

Washington  Irving  Mayo  attended  Wesleyan  College,  Millersburg,  Ky. ;  was 
teacher  for  a  short  length  of  time,  and  was  a  noted  historian  of  his  day. 

1  was  also  a  prominent  business  man,  and  was  associated  with  his  brother  in 
;e  development  of  the  coal  of  the  region.  As  were  all  of  the  Mayo  brothers 
I  was  prominent  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  State,  particularly  those  of 
ie  Democratic  party.  With  his  brothers,  he  was  an  active  fanner  of  the  coun- 

i. 

Sarah  Rebecca  Victoria  Mayo  was  a  teacher  in  the  Johnson  County  Schools, 

;i  was  a  prominent  and  popular,  as  well  as  beautiful  young  girl.  Her  death 
i  her  20th  year  was  deeply  mourned  by  her  family. 

Robert  Hurt  Mayo  was  renowned  for  his  mathematical  genius.  He  was  noted 
;i  beloved  for  his  good  nature,  generosity  and  good  will  to  all.  He  will 
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never  be  forgotten  by  the  children,  long  since  grown. 

When  I,  Elizabeth,  his  niece,  think  of  Uncle  Bobby,  what  nostalgic  memo¬ 
ries  of  those  half-forgotten,  half-buried,  golden  years  of  my  childhood  come 
back  to  my  mind?  It  is  almost  with  melancholy  brooding  that  I  long  for  those 
happy  care-free  days  of  yesteryear.  It  would  be  impossible  to  ponder  the  long 
ago  without  visualizing  again  the  face  of  a  man  whom  I  adored  above  all  others 
save  that  of  my  own  father.  Uncle  Bobby  was  a  prince  among  men,  a  mental  gian 
and,  yet,  so  childlike  in  spirit  —  so  humble.  Ke  was  a  man  who  lived  close  t 
nature,  and  appreciated  the  simple  beauty  of  the  most  insignificant  wild  flow¬ 
er  that  grew  rampant  in  the  hills. 

My  heart  leaped  with  gladness  at  the  thought  of  a  trip  to  the  woods  with 
Uncle  Bob.  Always,  he  carried  a  basket  over  one  arm,  filled  with:  a  bottle  of 
water;  a  hatchet  (if  we  should  need  to  kill  a  snake);  a  picnic  lunch,  if  we 
should  get  hungry.  He  knew  where  a  spring  was,  if  our  dog,  Zoosky,  got  thirst 
He  also  knew  where  the  mountain  tea  patch  was,  or  a  persimmon  tree;  of,  if  it 
was  blackberry  time,  he  knew  where  the  best  berries  grew.  Oftimes,  he  would  i 
struct  us  in  the  names  of  the  different  trees  or  wild  flowers;  or,  he  would  ju 
sit  and  smoke  his  pipe  and  tell  us  an  Indian  story,  or  a  tale  that  had  been  ha 
ed  down  through  the  family:  such  as  "Little  Lige  Auxier",  which  we  gloried  to 
hear. 


Cnee,  I  remember,  I  made  Uncle  Bob  a  pipe  out  of  clay  and  baked  it  in  the 
oven.  Rather  than  disappoint  me,  he  smoked  it  for  about  a  year,  until  it  was 
finally  broken.  He  was  always  looking  after  our  small  needs.  For  instance, 
there  was  the  time  I  came  in  contact  with  a  bee  and  was  unable  to  walk.  Bobby 
came  to  ray  rescue  with  a  pair  of  crutches  he  had  fashioned  out  of  two  old  plan! 
he  had  found  on  the  place,  and  I  was  able  to  hobble  around. 

Morning  could  not  come  soon  enough  for  me, because,  before  I  had  had  time 
to  have  breakfast,  I  would  run  over  to  Uncle  Bob’s,  for  he  always  had  an  apple 

peeled  for  me  that  he  had  especially  picked  off  the  tree.  Uncle  Bob  would 

come  over  to  our  house  every  day  to  get  his  breakfast  and  would  take  it  to  his 
home  to  eat.  I  would  always  follow  him  home  and  drink  his  cup  of  coffee,  as 
mother  wouldn't  allow  me  to  drink  coffee  at  such  an  early  age. 

I  remember  the  time  Uncle  Bobby  called  me  into  the  back  yard  and  told  me 

to  come  quickly,  that  a  blacksnake  was  swallowing  a  frog.  He  said:  "You  may 
never  have  the  chance  to  see  this  again".  He  was  right  --  I  never  have.'  After 
the  snake  swallowed  the  frog,  Uncle  Bob  cut  the  snake  open  with  his  hatchet 
and  the  frog  hopped  away,  none  the  worse  for  his  experience. 

There  are  so  many  such  instances  I  could  relate.  As  long  as  I  shall  live 
they  will  occupy  a  hallowed  spot  in  my  memory.  For,  although  he  had  the  mental 
capacity  of  a  genius,  "The  greatest  love  of  his  life  he  gave  to  simple  things". 
And,  thus,  I  honor  him  today  as  one  who  blessed  my  childhood  with  cherished  anc 
never-to-be-forgotten  memories. 

Milton  Samuel  Mayo  was  also  a  student  of  nature  and  possessed  vast  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  trees,  flowers  and  shrubs  of  his  native  hills.  He  seemed  to  have 
a  natural  gift  for  growing  trees  and  was  most  artistic  in  his  arrangements. 
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Leslie  Marvin  Mayo  was  truly  an  artist.  He  was  of  much  assistance  to 
h  brother,  John  C.  C.  Mayo,  in  his  coal  development  operations.  He  took 
p  tures  of  the  area  up  and  down  the  Valley  of  the  Big  Sandy  and  made  it 
kwn  to  businessmen  of  the  East,  and  thus  interested  them  in  the  mineral 
wilth  of  the  section.  He  was  very  brilliant  and  was  dearly  loved  by  his 
fiily.  He  died  at  the  early  age  of  24,  on  October  1903. 

Fannie  Estelle  Mayo,  my  mother,  was  the  youngest  of  the  family,  and  was 
a>red  by  all  her  brothers  as  well  as  by  her  father  and  her  mother.  Her  beau- 
ti  fine  character  and  lovable  disposition  made  her  a  center  of  attraction  at 
c  lege  and  a  belle  much-sought-after  by  the  young  swains  of  the  day.  Upon  re- 
t  ning  from  school  at  Millersburg  Female  College,  she  married  Frederick  Grant 
A  inson  who  was  associated  with  h°r  brother  in  the  coal  business.  He  was  a  de- 
smdant  of  some  of  the  most  prominent  families  of  the  state. 

It  is  difficult  to  express  in  a  few  words  what  my  mother  is  and  what  she 
h  meant  to  her  family  through  the  years.  Her  attitudes  and  deeds  always 
he  been  those  of  a  true  Christian.  She  is  unassuming,  gentle,  and  sympathefr- 
i  toward  those  less  fortunate  than  she.  She  is,  indeed,  a  heroine;  for,  al- 
tmgh  nurtured  in  culture  and  gentle  breeding,  she  has  braved  the  hardships 
olife,  and  as  gold  when  it  is  refined  comes  through  more  glittering  and  beau- 
t'ul,  so  it  has  been  with  her  life.  She  always  sees  the  best  in  everyone, and 
riarks  kindly  upon  it.  Because  of  these  qualities  that  come  sincerely  from  a 
g.erous  heart,  everyone  loves  her.  She  is  one  of  the  few  kind,  sincere,  and 
u  elfish  persons  I  have  ever  known.  And,  moreover,  she  is  one  of  the  few 
g:at  ladies  I  have  ever  been  privileged  to  know. 
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iton  Samuel  Mayo  measuring 
oL  at  a  mine .  At  r  ight  , 
a/in  Leslie  Mayo  on  Look- 
u  Mount  ain  . 

t>5e  are  the  two  young  men 
h  about  this  time  gathered 
0;  early  statistics  about 
h  early  generations  of  the 
e  ie  family,  and  to  whom 
eire  greatly  indebted  for 
hi  nucleus  of  data  for  our 
r  ;ent  volume  . 


Jennie  Taylor 
(later  Mrs.  Kenas  Leslie) 


Esta  Leslie  Evans. 


Ollie  Leslie  at  about 
the  time  of  her  mar¬ 
riage  to  Nathaniel 
John  Aux ier . 


Octavia  Leslie  (now 
Mrs .  Hereford  )  . 


KENAS  FARROW  LESLIE 


(Fourth  Generation  —  Robert  Line  --  Son  of  Pharmer) 

Kenas  Farrow  Leslie  was  born  February  4,  1042  on  John's  Creek,  Pike  Coun¬ 
ty,  Kentucky,  and  was  educated  in  the  country  schools  of  that  county  and  in 
Pikeville,  Kentucky,  and  Tazewell,  Virginia.  He  did  not  want  to  take  sides  in 
the  War  Between  the' States  but  through  force  of  circumstances  did  serve  for  a 
time  as  a  Union  soldier.  However,  he  ran  away  from  camp  riding  a  very  small 
horse  —  not  his  own  —  his  feet  almost  dragging  the  ground.  He  was  an  ex¬ 
tremely  tall  man  —  6  feet  4  inches.  He  was  a  farmer,  a  miller,  and  a  timber- 
man.  He  also  served  as  County  Clerk  from  1891  to  1895.  On  July  14,  1871,  he 
was  married  at  what  is  now  Williamson,  West  Virginia,  to  Jennie  (Jane)  Tavlor. 
of  Pond  Creek.  She  was  born  Jan.  8,  1046  and  died  March  23,1937. 

The  Kenas  Leslie's  first  went  to  housekeeping  in  the  log  house  formerly 
occupied  by  his  brother  John  Emory,  whose  widow  had  recently  married  again 
and  moved  further  down  John's  Creek.  Soon,  his  father  gave  him  some  land  on 
the  bend  of  John's  Creek,  including  the  water  mill.  He  later  built  a  two- 
story  log  house  near  the  mill  site;  and  much  later  the  larger  frame  house  in 
which  his  family  was  reared,  and  where  he  died  February  27,  1921.  The  first 
log  house  in  which  they  lived  was  put  together  with  pins  and  was  later  given 
to  his  eldest  daughter  and  moved  to  a  spot  near  her  present  home. 

Olivia  (Ollie)  Leslie,  born  October  26,  1872,  attended  the  local 
schools  and  taught  in  them  for  several  years  before  marriage.  She  was  mar¬ 
ried  on  November  16,  1898,  to  Nathaniel  John  Auxier.  by  wliom  she  had  three 
children,  two  boys  and  one  girl:  Jean  Leslie  Auxier:  Julien  Maurice  Auxier; 
Marion  Auxier.  She  continued  her  studies  after  her  children  were  born  and, 
first,  obtained  a  High  School  certificate,  and  then  attended  Eastern  State 
Normal  School  at  Richmond,  Kentucky.  On  December  27,  1927,  she  was  married 
to  Ben  Maynard  at  Ashland,  Ky.  They  lived  in  Chattanooga,  Tennessee  for  a 
time. 

At  the  time  of  her  second  marriage,  Ollie  Leslie  was  described  as  a 
"charming  and  accomplished  woman".  Among  her  accomplishments  are  painting  in 
oils  and  water  colors,  as  well  as  china  painting,  and  writing  poetry.  She  was 
among  the  authors  whose  verse  appeared  in  "My  Favorite  Poems",  a  640-page  vol¬ 
ume  of  poems  and  lyrics,  representing  best  poems  and  lyrics  of  people  from  al¬ 
most  every  state  in  the  Union  and  Canada.  In  announcing  this  fact,  the  review¬ 
er  said  "To  win  a  place  in  this  nationally  known  anthology  marks  a  step  forward 
in  the  literary  career  of  every  author.” 

Mrs.  Maynard  is  also  an  accomplished  seamstress.  One  of  her  hobbies  dur¬ 
ing  recent  years  is  family  history  and  she  has  collected  much  information  on 
many  families,  especially  her  own.  Among  her  prized  collections  are  a  num¬ 
ber  of  family  heirlooms.  Now  in  her  80's  she  is  a  familiar  figure  as  she 
walks  the  mountain  paths  and  roads,  her  love  for  which  is  portrayed  in  her 
poems.  Although  she  is  fond  of  this  slower  and  almost  forgotten  form  of 
transportation,  she  thinks  nothing  of  accompanying  her  son  in  his  aerial 
"hops"  about  the  hill  country  in  his  private  plane. 
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Jean  Leslie  Auxier.  born  October  13,  1899,  attended  the  public 
chools  of  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  as  well  as  those  of  Chattanooga,  Tennessee, 
e  studied  Law  at  Center  College  at  Danville,  Kentucky,  and  completed  his  law 
ourse  at  the  University  of  Virginia.  He  taught  at  Pikeville,  College,  one 
f  his  subjects  being  Latin.  He  practiced  law  for  a  number  of  years  with  his 
ounger  brother,  Julien;  and  is  at  present  Circuit  Judge  of  the  Pike  County 
ivil  Court.  He  was  married  on  September  17,  1928,  to  Sylvia  Trent. daughter 
f  T.  J.  Trent,  of  Ironton,  Ohio.  They  met  while  she  was  among  his  pupils 
n  Pikeville  College.  His  wife,  originially  from  Pond  Creek,  had  taught  in 
ural  schools  and  taken  nurse's  training  in  Cincinnati.  At  the  time  of  their 
arriage  she  was  associated  with  the  county  health  unit.  Sylvia  Trent  Auxier 
s  an  author  and  poet  of  note. 

The  Auxier's  have  an  adopted  son,  Michael  Auxier.  born  August  12,1935, 

■ho  is  a  student  of  radar.  Besides  flying  his  own  plane,  Jean  Auxier  is  skill— 
ul  in  aerial  photography,  and  among  his  hobbies  are  his  "Ham"  radio  set,  and 
uns,  of  which  he  has  quite  a  collection;  among  them  is  "Old  Smoky",  which  was 
iven  by  Daniel  Boone  to  our  first  ancestor  in  this  country.  He  likes  to 
iunt  and  often  goes  to  Canada  to  indulge  in  this  sport.  He,  too,  is  a  poet, 
loth  he  and  his  mother  are  of  the  Presbyterian  faith.  They  reside  on  the  old 
lome  place  of  the  Kenas  Leslie  family,  he  in  a  house  built  of  logs  from  the 
dd  barn,  and  she  in  a  smaller  house  nearby. 


Hills  of  Kentucky 


Poem 


By  Ollie  Auxier  Maynard 

iome  may  ride  the  open  range; 
iome  may  fly  in  great  airplanes, 
iut  Kentucky's  hills  there  let  me  roam 
'Mid  nature's  beauties  to  my  own  sweet 

'Neath  the  hills  of  old  Kentucky 
[  shall  feel  myself  most  lucky. 

Those  friendly  hills  their  guard  will  I 
Men  I  awake,  and  when  I  sleep. 


By  Jean  L.  Auxier 

Who  has  seen  the  river 
Which  slips  away-Forever 
Where  ghostly  birches  quiver 
home.  In  sands  all  dark  and  gray. 

Dawn  cannot  know  that  river 
For  dusk  abides  there  ever 
:eep  Its  little  ripples  shiver 

And  seem  to  flee  -  yet  stay 


Some  may  boast  of  rolling  plains 
Mere  blue  grass  waves  to  gentle  rains, 
3ut  I  shall  feel  my  lot's  most  lucky 
Tast  'mong  the  green  hills  of  Kentucky. 


Deep  flows  the  darkling  river 
Whose  chill  caress  will  sever 
And  somewhere  -  GodJ  -  deliver 
The  soul  it  bears  away. 


'Twas  there  my  childish  feet  did  roam 
Ul  'round  the  little  spot  called  home. 
"Twas  there  I  romped  in  cheerful  glee 
leneath  a  stately  old  beech  tree. 


Let  me  not  fear  that  River 
But  as  it  deepens  ever 
Reach  upward  to  the  Giver 
The  light  that  lit  my  day. 
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Julien  Maurice  Auxier.  born  August  23,  1902,  attended  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Virginia,  the  University  of  Kentucky,  and  the  University  of  Louis¬ 
ville.  He  married  Frances  Mann,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  on  December  27,  1933. 

He  was  a  lawyer  and  served  as  County  Attorney  of  Pike  County.  He  was  well  be¬ 
loved  and  highly  respected  in  his  profession.  He  was  much  interested  in  family 
history  and  gathered  much  valuable  data  on  the  subject.  He  was  in  partnership 
with  his  brother,  Jean  L.  Auxier.  Julien  died  June  12,  1946,  at  the  age  of 
44.  There  were  no  children.  His  widow,  Mrs.  Frances  Mann  Auxier  is  a  teacher 
at  the  Pikeville  Junior  College  and  in  1954  received  her  Master’s  degree  in 
Education  from  the  University  of  Kentucky,  Lexington,  Ky. 

Marion  Auxier.  born  January  25,  l‘>08;  married  Reverend  Leon 
Heibeck.  of  Shelbyville,  Tennessee,  on  January  26,  1927.  They  live  in  Crowley, 
Alabama,  where  Rev.  Heiback  is  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church.  They  have  two 
children:  Allen  Auxier  Heibeck.  was  born  March  4,  1933  and  was  married  January 
3,  1953,  to  Betty  Ann  Brudle:  they  have  one  baby  boy,  David  Wayne  Heibeck. 

Janet  Leslie  Heibeck  was  born  September  24,  1936. 

Octavia  Leslie,  born  December  10,  1874,  was  married  on  October  27, 
1903,  to  Samuel  May  Hereford.  Her  husband  was  at  one  time  a  representative  in 
the  State  Legislature  from  Floyd  County,  Ky.  He  is  now  retired.  The  Herefords 
are  parents  of  two  children,  a  daughter  and  a  son: 

Virginia  Leslie  Hereford,  born  Sept.  23,  1906.  She  was  married 
on  December  3,  1925,  to  Beniamin  Arnold  Wright. of  Dorton,  Kentucky.  They  re¬ 
side  in  Pikeville,  Kentucky,  and  are  the  parents  of  five  daughters: 

Janice  Lee  Wright,  who  was  born  Sept.  22,  1926,  and  was  married  on  Sept. 

28,  1946  to  Guv  Chaney.  The  Chaney’s  live  in  Detroit,  and  are  the  parents  of 
three  boys:  David  Lee  Chaney,  born  July  15,  1947;  Douglas  Patrick  Chaney, 
born  March  29,  1949;  and  Dennis  Guy  Chaney. born  October  8,  1951. 

Virginia  Claire  Wright,  born  January  11,  1931,  graduated  from  the  Pikeville 
College  Academy  and  attended  the  University  of  Kentucky.  She  was  married  Septem¬ 
ber  4,  1954,  to  William  Stubblefield,  of  Cumberland,  Kentucky.  Her  husband 
served  in  Korea. 

The  third  of  Virginia  Leslie  Hereford  Wright's  daughters  is  Patricia 
Hereford  Wright,  who  was  born  March  10,  1934.  She  is  in  school  in  Berea,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  and  expects  to  specialize  in  music.  The  fourth  daughter,  Carolyn  Leslie 
Wright. was  born  March  2,  1936,  and  is  attending  Pikeville  Junior  College. 
Margaret  Elizabeth  Wright. the  5th  of  the  Wright  daughters  was  born  August  4, 
1946,  and  is  a  student  of  the  Pikeville  City  Schools. 

Challen  Ellis  Hereford,  the  son  of  Octavia  Leslie  and  Samuel 
Hereford  was  born  April  15,  1912.  He  married  Jeannette  Ellis  in  1933.  Both 
Challen  and  Jeannette  are  graduates  of  Eastern  State  Teachers  College  at  Rich¬ 
mond,  Kentucky. 

Octavia  Leslie  Hereford  was  a  teacher  and  is  described  as  highly  intellect¬ 
ual  and  well  read.  She  has  taken  great  interest  in  family  history  and  has  done 
much  research  on  the  subject.  She  has  shared  somewhat  of  her  knowledge  of  the 
family  history  with  the  writers  of  this  present  volume.  Although  in  ill-health 
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;or  many  years,  she  is  at  past  80  years  of  age  a  most  engaging  and  cheerful 
jerson  as  well  as  a  gracious  hostess.  She, too,  was  a  first-class  seamstress. 

[n  the  past  Octavia  has  done  lovely  oil  paintings,  chiefly  landscapes  and 
;eascapes.  Her  favorite  subjects  include  snow  scenes  and  ships.  She  spends 
jvery  moment  possible  at  her  own  little  home  on  the  family  estate  where  she 
laily  contemplates  and  dearly  loves  one  of  the  most  beautiful  views  of  the 
aountains  to  be  found  in  the  John's  Creek  Valley.  The  Winters  are  for  the 
uost  part  spent  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Pikeville.  She  is  a  Presby¬ 
terian. 

Tilden  Leslie,  third  child  and  only  son  of  Kenas  and  Jennie  Taylor 
.eslie,  was  born  October  22,  1876.  He  died  of  typhoid  on  Aug.  31,  1895,  at 
the  age  of  19  years.  It  was  at  this  time  that  Mr.  Kenas  Leslie  returned  with 
lis  family  to  the  farm  to  remain  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Laura  Victoria  Leslie  was  born  July  22,  1882  and  died  on  March  25, 

1883,  age  8  months. 

Esta  (Carrie)  Leslie  was  born  March  28,  1884.  She  taught  school 
for  four  years  before  her  first  marriage  in  1907,  to  J.  J.  Hamilton,  a  rail¬ 
way  postal  clerk.  The  Hamilton's  lived  in  Kansas  City  and  Springfield,  Mis¬ 
souri. 

Esta's  second  marriage  was  on  Nov.  7,  1916,  to  Grover  Williamson,  who 
lied  in  October  1918,  the  first  Mingo  County,  W.  Va.,  victim  of  the  "Flu"  epi¬ 
demic  of  that  year.  He  had  been  associated  with  the  Crystal  Block  Coal  Company 
Df  West  Virginia.  The  Williamson's  had  no  children  of  their  own  but  adopted 
a  child  whom  they  named  Jay  L.  Williamson.  He  was  born  on  January  31,  1911, 
was  married  on  May  29,  1936,  to  Irene  Anderson.  They  have  three  children:  Ann 
Leslie  Williamson,  born  March  18,  1937;  Jay  Bruce  Williamson,  born  October  24, 
1944;  and  Charlotte  Susan  Williamson,  born  January  16,  1947.  They  live  in 
Seattle,  Washington. 

On  May  12,1921,  Mrs.  Esta  Leslie  Williamson  married  Bruce  M.  Evans  of 
Rockingham,  N.  C. ,  who  has  been  for  many  years  associated  with  the  Norfolk  and 
Western  Railway  Co.,  and  has  been  especially  active  in  union  affairs. 

Mrs.  Evans'  hobbies  include  the  making  of  quilts  and  scrapbooks.  Her 
scrapbooks  contain  material  on  many  subjects.  There  is  one  which  contains 
shiefly  genealogical  material,  from  which  she  has  excerpted  much  data  for  this 
volume.  She  also  has  books  on  several  of  the  Presidents  of  the  United  States. 
These  include  one  on  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt(FDR),  another  on  Harry  S.  Truman, 
and  she  is  now  collecting  material  on  President  Eisenhower  ("Ike").  She  has 
quite  a  collection  of  dolls  which  have  belonged  to  her  through  the  years.  One 
af  these  is  67  years  old,  almost  as  old  as  she.  She  also  has  many  examples  of 
her  own  elegant  hand  embroidery.  Mrs.  Evans  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Lhurch.Will iamson,  W.  Va.  She  belongs  to  the  Eastern  Star  -  Elizabeth  Chapter 
37,  her  first  husband,  Mr.  Hamilton,  having  been  a  Mason. 

Mr.  Evans  has  retired  from  active  participation  in  public  employment  and 
finds  much  enjoyment  in  hunting  for  squirrels  and  other  small  game  in  the  hills 
back  of  their  home  which  is  located  on  that  part  of  the  old  Kenas  Leslie  farm 
which  was  the  site  of  the  old  mill  built  by  Mrs.  Evans*  grandfather  and  operated 
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for  many  years  by  her  father.  Nothing  but  the  shed  remains  of  what  was  once 
a  most  fascinating  place  for  the  children  who  played  around  it.  The  Evans* 
home  was  constructed  to  a  large  extent  from  the  logs  which  were  used  in  the 
building  of  an  earlier  home  on  the  same  spot.  The  logs  were  sawed  into  lumber 
and  the  lumber  then  used  for  some  of  the  walls  and  floors  of  the  new  one-story 
house  which  has  replaced  the  two-story  one. 

There  were  no  children  by  this  marriage  but  Mrs.  Evans  has  given  a  mother's 
care  not  only  to  her  adopted  son  and  his  family  but  to  the  chilren  of  Mr.  Evans 
by  a  previous  marriage,  as  well. 

Minnie  Alva  Leslie  was  born  December  9,  1885,  and  was  the  6th  and 
last  of  the  Kenas  Leslie  children.  She  taught  school  for  a  short  while  and 
was  married  on  February  5,  1909  to  Dr.  0.  K.  Bond,  of  Catlettsburg,  Boyd  County, 
Kentucky.  They  lived  for  awhile  in  the  John's  Creek  Community  but  most  of  their 
married  life  was  spent  in  Catlettsburg,  where  Dr.  Bond  practiced  medicine.  Minnie 
died  on  December  22,  1941.  Their  children  were: 

Charles  Verne  Bond,  born  Aug.  16,  1910,  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Trivette  on  Sept  26,  1941.  He  was  overseas  -  The  British  Isles  and  Europe  -dur¬ 
ing  the  Second  World  War.  While  there  he  did  some  research  on  the  origin  of  the 
Leslie  family  in  Scotland  and  brought  back  some  replicas  of  some  of  the  various 
family  coats  of  arms  and  other  mementos  of  his  travels.  He  also  collected  and 
had  shipped  back  to  his  home  (the  old  Kenas  Leslie  mansion)  a  number  of  massive, 
hand-carved,  pieces  of  furniture  which  pleased  his  fancy.  These  were  mostly 
from  Germany.  After  returning  home  he  had  many  plans  for  restoring  and  moder¬ 
nizing  the  old  home  and  fitting  his  acquisitions  into  it  among  his  own  and  his 
grandparents*  possessions.  Among  these  latter  was  the  beautiful  old  rosewood 
(Chickering)  piano  formerly  owned  by  his  grandmother.  The  walls  of  his  own 
rooms  were  lined  with  maps  and  shelves  of  books  of  all  types  and  descriptions. 
They  ranged  from  the  classics  through  all  the  categories  and  included  the  poc¬ 
ket  editions  of  the  modern  mysteries  and  "Who  -  done  its".  He  aimed  "some  day" 
to  index  them  and  to  dispose  of  them  as  seemed  best.  He  perhaps  had  never 
thrown  one  away.  At  the  time  this  writer  was  given  a  personal  tour  of  the  man¬ 
sion,  Charles  Verne  Bond  was  in  Washington,  D.  C. ,  serving  in  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment.  Alas,  as  fate  would  have  it,  his  plans  were  never  carried  out.  On  Oct. 
24,  1955,  just  after  returning  to  Washington  from  a  vacation  visit  to  his  home, 
Charles  suffered  a  heart  attack  and  died. 

Lucile  Leslie  Bond,  born  January  6,  1914.  She  was  married  to 
Wn.  B.  Harris  on  Feb.  10,  1951.  They  met  at  Ft.  Knox,  Kentucky.  Lucile  was 
a  WAVE  and  worked  at  the  Pentagon  in  Washington,  D.  C.  for  a  long  while.  They 
have  one  son,  Charles  Frank  Marris.  born  Dec.  10,  1952,  in  Kentucky.  They  are 
now  in  Germany  with  the  U.  S.  Army. 

Clotille  Merrille  Bond,  born  March  22,  1918,  served  as  a  WAC 
in  World  War  II.  On  Nov.  12,  1949  she  married  Leonard  Horne,  of  Catlettsburg, 
Kentucky.  Their  daughter,  Leslie  Bond  Horne,  was  born  July  17,  1950.  Clotille 
died  January  2,  1953. 

Lula  Hazel  Leslie  was  born  Feb.  4,  1893.  She  married  Marvin  Stratton 
in  Nov.  1912.  Her  husband  was  on  the  police  force  in  Pikeville  and  became  Sher¬ 
iff  of  Pike  County.  More  recently  he  served  four  years  as  mayor  of  Pikeville. 
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He  also  deals  in  real  estate.  They  reside  in  Pikeville  but  still  spend  a 
great  deal  of  time  during  the  summer  at  the  old  home  place  on  John's  Creek, 
where  they  lived  several  years  while  her  parents  were  ill,  moving  to  Pike¬ 
ville  in  1920.  They  have  one  child: 

Kenas  Lucien  Stratton  was  born  August  20,  1914.  He  married 
Jetta  Lee  Huffman.  They  have  three  daughters:  Lucia  Lee  Stratton,  born  Janu¬ 
ary  12.  1937:  Kav  Carol  Stratton,  born  June  25,  1938;  and  Susan  Gay  Stratton 
born  Sept.  28,  1948.  In  1955  the  family  moved  to  Monroe,  Louisiana,  where 
Lucien  is  now  manager  of  the  Broadmoor  Motel. 

SPARRELL  BEVINS  LESLIE 

\ 

(Fourth  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Son  of  Pharmer) 

Sparrell  Bevins  Leslie,  born  October  1,  1845,  was  the  8th  of  Pharmer 
Leslie's  children.  He  was  married  on  December  26,  1866,  to  Helen  Williamson.l 
at  the  home  of  Franklin  Williamson,  by  Robert  Hurt,  Minister  of  the  Gospel. 

They  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  They  edu¬ 
cated  their  daughters  to  be  teachers  but  the  sons  followed  the  family  traditions 
and  devoted  themselves  for  the  most  part  to  farming  and  timbering.  He  was  al¬ 
ways  actively  interested  in  community  affairs,  was  a  staunch  supporter  of  the 
local  schools,  and  had  a  deep  concern  for  local,  state,  and  national  politics. 

It  was  said  that  when  William  Jennings  Bryan  was  running  for  President  of  the 
United  States  on  the  "silver-gold"  issue,  Sparrell  Leslie  had  the  slogan  "16 
to  1"  cut  into  the  cement  block  which  formed  the  doorstep  of  his  new  home  which 
was  at  that  time  being  built.  He  ran  his  farm  and  timbered  on  a  large  scale 
and  quartered  his  work  handsin  every  room  of  the  "Big  House".  He  died  5-5-1913. 

Sparrell  Leslie  and  his  wife  who  died  on  Nov.  15,  1940  at  age  of  51  are 
both  buried  in  the  family  graveyard  on  the  point  back  of  the  home  that  he  built. 
Their  children  were: 

Trimble  Leslie,  born  March  10,  1868,  was  married  August  7,  1895  to 
Emma  Weddinqton.  daughter  of  W.  H.  Weddington,  merchant  and  realtor,  of  Coal 
Run,  Kentucky.  He  died  on  December  15,  1950.  He  was  a  farmer  and  timberman, 
taught  school,  was  deputy  sheriff,  and  was  appointed  sheriff  of  Pike  County 
for  a  two-year  term  (1901-02).  In  later  years  he  was  interested  in  the  coal 
business.  He  was  always  very  careful  to  enter  family  data  into  the  Bible,  and 
often  talked  to  his  family  and  others  of  the  early  days  of  the  Leslie  settlers. 
The  deer-hide  britches  that  his  Great  Aunt  Jemima  made  for  his  Grandfather's 
(Pharmer's)  wedding  are  a  much-prized  heirloom.  There  were  four  children  born 
to  this  couple: 

William  Sparrell  ("Will ie" )Lesl ie  was  born  September  8,  1896, 
and  died  January  1,  1901. 

John  Millard  Leslie,  born  March  15,  1899,  at  Coal  Run,  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  Pikeville,  graduating  from  High  School  there  and  attended  business 
college  at  Lexington,  Kentucky.  He  was  married  on  November  7,  1931,  to  Marie 
Bartley,  of  Pikeville,  daughter  of  R.  C.  Bartley,  also  in  the  coal  business. 

For  25  years  Millard  was  employed  as  teller  in  a  Pikeville  bank.  Since  his 
retirement  he  has  farmed  a  little  and  looked  after  the  family  coal  interests. 
Since  the  death  of  his  father  he  has  resided  with  his  mother  at  the  old  home 

1  Helen  Williamson  Leslie,  b. 1 2-1-1046; d. 12-19-1929. 
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place  at  Coal  Run.  His  wife  remains  in  their  Pikeville  home  while  the  young¬ 
er  children  finish  their  schooling.  She  is  employed  at  the  G.  C.  Murphy  Com¬ 
pany.  They  have  three  children: 

Patricia  Ann  Leslie. daughter  of  Millard  Leslie,  was  born  July 
16,  1932.  She  is  married  to  Clement  Sowards  and  is  connected  with  a  bank  in 
San  Angelo,  Texas,  where  her  husband  is  stationed  with  the  U.  S.  Air  Force. 

Jimmy  Leslie,  born  August  18,  1938,  attends  Pikeville  High  School,  where  he 
plays  on  the  football  team.  He  is,  like  his  Grandfather  Trimble,  "tall  (6  ft. 
two),  straight,  and  good  looking".  Judith  Carole  Leslie,  born  January  19,1942, 
is  also  in  school  in  Pikeville. 

Helen  Elizabeth  Leslie,  eldest  of  two  daughters  of  Trimble  Leslie, 
was  born  November  14,  1905,  attended  Pikeville  High  School  and  Junior  College, 
and  graduated  from  Intermont  College,  Bristol,  Tennessee.  She  was  married  on 
October  27,  1926,  to  Daniel  M.  Butler,  of  Richmond,  Virginia.  He  was  a  sales 
representative  for  manufacturers  of  food  and  other  products.  Mr.  Butler  died 
in  1951.  The  family  lives  in  Norfolk,  Virginia.  Their  children  are: 

Sally  J.  Butler,  born  September  7,  1927,  in  Pikeville,  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Norfolk,  took  a  business  course  there,  and  worked  for  the  City  Govern¬ 
ment.  She  married  Bernard  Sanders,  who  was  employed  in  the  Norfolk  Postoffice. 
They  have  two  sons:  Timothy  Sanders,  born  May  18,  1952;  and  Andrew  Sanders, 
born  September  _  1953. 

Daniel  Leslie  Butler,  born  November  5,  1931,  was  educated  in  Norfolk, Vir¬ 
ginia;  played  on  the  Granby  High  School  football  team.  His  skill  in  athletics 
won  him  a  scholarship  in  the  University  of  Tennessee,  Knoxville.  There  he  play¬ 
ed  on  the  varsity  foot  ball  team  and  wrestled.  He  was  a  member  of  Kappa  Alpha 
fraternity  and  received  a  B.  S.  degree  in  Education,  graduating  in  1954.  After 
completing  Reserve  Officers  Training  he  received  a  commission  as  Second  Lieu¬ 
tenant.  He  is  interested  in  becoming  an  athletic  director.  He,  also,  is  tall, 
and  resembles  the  Butlers.  Is  active  in  church  work. 

Annie  Laurie  Leslie,  youngest  of  Trimble  Leslie’s  three  children, 
was  born  December  11,  1912,  at  Pikeville,  Kentucky.  She  graduated  from  high 
school  and  Junior  College  there.  She  attended  the  Universities  of  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee,  receiving  a  B.  A.  degree  from  the  latter.  She  is  teaching  in 
Tennessee,  and  is  married  to  Elmer  H.  Cunningham. who  is  employed  by  the  Knox¬ 
ville  Journal.  They  have  one  child:  Frances  Sue  Cunningham,  born  February  18, 
1940. 


John  H.  Leslie,  born  March  14,  1874,  was  the  second  of  the  four  chil¬ 
dren  of  Sparrell  B.  Leslie  and  Helen  Williamson.  He  was  a  prominent  farmer 
and  timberman  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  vicinity  of  his  birthplace  on 
John's  Creek,  in  Pike  County,  Kentucky.  In  later  years  he  was  blind  as  result 
of  dynamiting  for  fish.  It  is  said, however,  that  although  blind  he  was  a  good 
trader  in  livestock;  that  he  could  judge  the  weight  of  a  hog  by  feeling  it, 
and  of  a  horse  by  chinning  it.  He  had  also  lost  the  use  of  one  hand  in  the 
accident  which  took  his  sight,  but  could  shuck  corn  and  do  the  feeding  with 
one  hand.  He  was,  as  described  by  one  of  his  grandsons,  "full  of  fun  and  al¬ 
ways  had  a  joke  to  tell."  He  was  often  referred  to  as  "Blind  John”  to  dis¬ 
tinguish  him  from  his  first  cousin,  John  B.  Leslie,  who  lived  nearby  and  who 
was  known  as  "Caney  John".  He  died  of  a  heart  ailment  on  September  26,1938, 
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at  the  age  of  64.  He  was  buried,  at  his  own  request,  on  a  part  of  his  own 
farm  which  adjoins  the  Pharmer  Leslie  Cemetery. 


John  II.  Leslie  and  Emma  Belcher  were  married  March  17,  1897,  in  Pike  Coun¬ 
ty,  Kentucky.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Judge  Bart  Belcher  and  Julia  Clevenger 
Belcher.  She  was  born  at  Elkorn  City,  Kentucky,  on  April  5,  1879.  Although 
crippled  from  youth  so  that  she  needed  to  use  a  crutch,  she  was  noted  for  her 
good  housekeeping.  After  her  husband's  death  an  operation  was  performed  which 
enabled  her  to  discard  her  crutch  to  some  extent.  She  died  November  15,  1940, 
at  the  age  of  61.  At  that  time  she  was  described  as  "a  rare  and  charming  per¬ 
sonality,  kind  and  thoughtful”  and  noted  for  her  hospitality.  She  was  buried 
in  the  Leslie  family  cemetery  on  a  knoll  overlooking  her  home.  They  had  two 
children:  Sparrell  Bevins  Leslie  and  Gladys  Leslie,  now  Mrs.  Fayette  Smith. 

Sparrell  Bevins  Leslie  was  married  first  on  July  14,  1916,  to 
Thelma  Cline,  daughter  of  E.  L.  Cline,  of  Thomas,  Floyd  County,  Kentucky. 

They  have  three  sons: 

Clarence  Wesley  Leslie,  born  August  17,  1917,  on  John's  Creek,  near  Gul- 
nare,  Kentucky,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  Pikeville  High  School, 
graduating  in  1935.  He  also  attended  Anderson  Aircraft  School,  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee.  He  has  worked  in  aircraft  manufacturing  plants,  as  well  as  in  the  Lib- 
bey-Owens  Ford  Glass  Company,  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  was  in  construction  work  in 
Ohio,  and  with  the  street  railway  in  Detroit.  He  has,  as  he  says,”just  about 
covered  the  United  States  in  every  direction,  as  well  as  parts  of  Mexico  and 
Canada”.  Is  now  residing  at  the  farm  home  formerly  owned  by  his  Aunt  Anna 
(Leslie)  Maynard,  with  whom  he  had  made  his  home  for  many  years.  He  has  been 
married  twice,  first  in  1938  to  Oralee  Williams  by  whom  he  had  no  children, 
and  next  to  Muriel  Johnson,  of  Marrowbone,  Big  Branch,  Pike  County,  Kentucky. 

They  have  no  children  but  have  with  them  a  daughter  of  his  wife  by  a  former 
marriage.  The  daughter  is  Dolores  Francisco  who  attends  school  at  John’s  Creek 
High. 

Edward  Alton  Leslie,  born  March  16,  1919,  was  married  to  Maxine  Lester, 
from  Martin,  Floyd  County.  They  have  one  child,  Donald  Ray  Leslie.  Edward 
is  in  the  United  States  Army  and  is  stationed  in  Japan.  His  family  resides 
there  at  present.  Gene  Porter  Leslie,  born  January  29,  1934,  attends  Pikeville 
College  to  which  he  commutes  from  his  mother's  home  on  John's  Creek  near  Snive- 
ly  Chapel. 

Sparrell  Bevins  Leslie.  Jr.,  married  again,  and  resides  on  Sycamore  Creekt 
near  Gulnare,  Kentucky.  There  are  no  children.  His  wife  was  Grace _ _ _ .< 

Gladys  Leslie,  daughter  of  John  H.  Leslie,  was  born  August  13, 
1900,  at  John,  Kentucky.  She  was  married  at  Canada,  Kentucky,  on  January  8, 

1922,  to  Fayette  M,  Smith,  eldest  son  of  Ken  Smith  and  Carrie  Morris  Smith.  His 
paternal  grandparents  were  Henry  Smith  and  Lydia  Scott  Smith,  and  his  maternal 
grandparents  were  John  B.  Morris  and  Minta  Davis  Morris. 

Gladys  received  her  education  in  the  rural  schools  of  Pike  County, Pikeville 
College,  Eastern  State  Teachers  College,  and  at  Georgetown,  Kentucky.  She  began 
teaching  in  1920  when  there  were  only  three  high  school  graduates  teaching  in 
the  county:  these  being  herself,  a  cousin.  South  E.  Bevins,  and  another. 
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She  has  taught  for  27  years  in  the  rural,  consolidated,  and  city  schools.  Her 
husband  is  in  the  automobile  business  in  Pikeville.  Their  children  are: 

Justine  Leslie  Smith,  born  August  16,  1923,  at  Sidney,  Ky.  was  educated 
in  the  Pikeville  City  Schools  and  Pikeville  College.  Married  July  19,  1941, 
to  John  William  Trivette.  better  known  as  "John  Bill",  the  son  of  W.  S.  (Sidney) 
Trivette  and  Thelma  Cline  Trivette.  His  maternal  grandfather  was  Attorney  John 
S.  Cline  (Sink).  John  Bill  is  coach  at  Pikeville  High  School.  They  have  three 
children:  Marilyn  Leslie  Trivette.  born  July  21,  1945;  William  Sidney  Trivette 
II,  born  May  6,  1940;  and  John  Kenneth  Trivette.  born  April  12,  1949.  They  at¬ 
tend  the  Pikeville  City  schools. 

John  Kenneth  Smith,  born  August  15,  1927,  at  Pikeville,  Ky.,  attended  the 
Pikeville  City  Schools.  Enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  in  June  1945  and  was  sent 
to  Sampson,  New  York,  for  basic  training  and  served  until  hostilities  ceased. 
Upon  return  from  service,  he  entered  the  University  of  Louisville  and  graduated 
from  the  Louisville  School  of  Dentistry  in  1953.  He  is  now  located  at  More- 
head,  Kentucky.  He  was  married  in  December  1945  to  Patty  Rai  Hunt,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Cecil  V.  Hunt,  Superintendent  of  Solvay  Coal  Co.,  Longacre,  W.  Va. ,  and 
Grace  Slone  Hunt,  both  natives  of  Pike  County.  His  wife  is  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Louisville,  having  majored  in  Horae  Economics.  They  have  one  son, 
Kenneth  Cecil  Smith,  born  January  30,  1954,  at  Morehead,  Ky. 

Anna  Leslie  was  the  eldest  of  the  two  da"ghte--  of  Sparrell  B.  Leslie 
and  Helen  Williamson  Leslie.  She  was  born  August  31,  1870,  on  John's  Creek, near 
Gulnare,  Kentucky.  She  was  educated  in  the  Pike  County  rural  schools  and  at 
various  schools  in  Tazewell  County,  Virginia.  She  made  the  round  trip  each  week' 
end  by  horseback  over  the  mountain  roads.  She  taught  for  many  years  in  Pike 
County.  Her  husband,  Thomas  D.  Maynard  (Tommy  D.  ),  was  also  a  teacher.  They 
had  no  children.  Mr.  Maynard,  b.  8-2-1065;  d.  4-17-1915. 

Anna  was  affiliated  with  the  Methodist  Church  and  was  extremely  active  in 
church  matters.  She  assisted  in  the  rearing  of  two  of  her  nephews.  She  was 
described  to  me  by  one  who  knew  her  well  as  "one  of  the  finiest  women  I  have 
ever  known  —  just  fine.  She  had  the  courage  to  live  up  to  her  principles, even 
when  no  one  was  looking."  She  was  very  eager  for  her  beloved  Snively  Chapel  to 
to  be  recognized  before  the  world  for  its  outstanding  work  in  Methodism,  and 
assisted  greatly  in  preparing  for  its  one  hundredth  anniversary,  elsewhere  spo¬ 
ken  of  in  this  volume.  Before  this  could  take  place,  however,  she  died  after 
a  long  illness  on  May  18,  1952,  just  short  of  83  years  of  age.  She  is  buried 
in  the  family  cemetery  on  the  point  back  of  the  home  of  her  childhood. 

Mary  Louisa  Leslie,  youngest  of  the  four  children  of  Sparrell  Bevins 
Leslie  and  Helen  Williamson  Leslie,  was  born  April  25,  1881.  She  attended  the 
local  schools  and  also  went  to  school  at  Richlands,  Tazewell  County,  Virginia, 
taught  by  Professor  Tobias  Kendrick.  She  was  married  in  1911,  in  Pike  County, 
to  Dana  E.  Francisco.  They  had  one  son,  Ralph  Francisco,  who  married  Muriel 
Johnson,  and  to  them  was  born  one  child,  a  daughter,  Dolores  Francisco'.  Ralph 
Francisco's  second  marriage  was  to  Beatrice  Spears  (May)  (Thompson),  who  had 
formerly  been  married  to  Bowles  May  and  later  to  Edgar  Thompson,  both  deceased. 
They  reside  on  a  part  of  the  old  Allen  Leslie  farm  which  was  later  known  as 
the  May  place.  They  have  no  children  of  their  own.  Dolores  Francisco  makes 
her  home  with  her  mother,  who  is  now  married  to  Clarence  W.  Leslie. 
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Chairs  used  in  the  Leslie  and  Williamson  homes,  one  by  Mary  Jane  Bevins  Leslie 
(Mrs.  Pharner  Leslie),  and  the  other  by  her  daughter,  Adala  Victoria  Leslie 
Williamson,  On  the  chair  at  t lie  left  is  a  very  old  turkey  platter,  blue  edged 
with  white.  It  was  buried  every  time  the  raiding  soldiers  came  through  during 
the  Civil  War.  Yet  it  is  in  perfect  condition.  On  the  chair  at  right  are  the 
candle  molds  from  which  were  made  candles,  using  tallow.  They  belonged  to 
Mary  Jane  Bevins  Leslie. 


Mrs.  Mary  Louisa  Leslie  Francisco,  who  has  always  been  known  to  most 
ople  as  "Polly**,  still  owns  the  old  Sparrell  Leslie  home  but  spends  the 
eater  part  of  the  year  at  Hendersonville,  North  Carolina.  She  returns 
.metimes  to  John’s  Creek  during  the  summer  and  early  fall  months.  Her  old 
me  is  occupied  by  tenants,  except  for  rooms  which  she  retains  for  her  own 
;e  when  she  is  in  the  vicinity. 

VICTORIA  AD ALA  LESLIE 

(Fourth  Generation  —  Robert  Line  —  Daughter  of  Pharmer) 

Victoria  Adala  Leslie  was  the  9th  of  the  Pharmer  Leslie  and  Mary  Jane 
:vins  children.  She  was  born  May  12,  1848.  She  married  Floyd  E.  Williamson 
i  January  23,  1868.  Her  husband  was  born  on  September  14,  1846.  They  lived 

i  a  farm  on  Turkey  Creek.  They  were  the  parents  of  only  one  child,  Hiram 
-•imble  Williamson,  who  was  born  December  18,  1869.  Mr.  Williamson  died  April 

1911  and  was  buried  in  their  family  burial  ground  at  their  farm  home.  Mrs. 
illiamson  then  lived  for  a  time  with  their  son  and  his  family  in  Williamson, 

:st  Virginia.  She  died  on  April  15,  1920,  and  was  taken  back  to  Turkey  Creek 
)r  burial  beside  her  husband. 

Hiram  Trimble  Williamson  was  married  on  August  2,  1888,  to  Emma  Georgia 
awson.  daughter  of  Dr.  George  Lawson  and  Chloe  Ann  Robertson.  Her  father  was 
le  first  doctor  in  Williamson,  both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  fami- 
les  of  very  early  settlers  in  that  area.  Bnma  Georgia  Lawson  was  born  Febru- 
ry  2,  1870,  and  died  June  27,  1920.  Hiram  Trimble  Williamson  died  March  12,1943. 
ley  were  parents  of  three  children,  a  son  and  two  daughters. 

George  Floyd  Williamson  was  born  July  20,  1887,  and  was  married 
t  Crockett,  Virginia,  on  June  24,  1914,  to  Lera  Boyd  Wampler  who  was  born  Oct- 
jer  25,  1887.  They  have  six  children  and  four  grandchildren.  Their  eldest, 
ictoria  Leslie  Williamson,  born  May  30,  1917,  is  unmarried  and  lives  with  her 
arents  in  Williamson,  West  Virginia.  The  second  daughter  is  Esther  Emma 
illiamson.  born  June  19,  1917.  She  was  married  July  28,  1939,  at  Pikeville, 
entucky,  to  Rodney  Doyle  Van  Meter,  wbg  was  born  April  10,  1917.  They  have 
vo  sons:  Rodney  Doyle.  Jr.,  born  March  14,  1940;  and  Charles  Gregory  Van  Meter, 
am  March  27,  1944. 

George  Floyd  Williamson.  Jr.,  was  born  September  10,  1919,  and  was  married 
t  Pikeville,  Kentucky,  on  February  17,  1942,  to  Ruth  Cantrell  Peyton,  born  May 
,  1921.  They  also  have  two  sons:  James  Floyd  Williamson,  born  August  26,  1944; 
fid  George  Thomas  Williamson,  born  October  21,  1945.  The  latter's  name  was  changed 

ii  1953  to  George  Floyd  Williamson.  III. 

Helen  Williamson,  born  July  29,  1922,  is  the  fourth  child  of  George  Floyd 
illiamson  and  Lera  Boyd  Wampler  Williamson.  She  is  unmarried.  Mary  Jane 
illiamson.  5th  of  the  family  and  youngest  daughter,  was  born  August  3,  1928. 
he  was  married  on  July  11,  1947,  at  Williamson,  to  Joseph  Wiley  Richardson. born 
itober  3,  1927.  Their  only  child  is  :  David  Gregory  Richardson,  born  January 
l,  1950. 

Lake  Wample  Williamson,  the  sixth  and  last  of  the  family,  was  born  March 
7,  1930  and  died  January  11,  1931. 

Williamson,  West  Virginia,  is  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Floyd  Williamson, 
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and  of  all  their  chldren  except  their  son  George,  who  lives  in  LaGrange,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  and  their  youngest  daughter,  Mary  Jane  Richardson,  who  lives  in  Indiana¬ 
polis,  Indiana. 

Maxie  Williamson,  eldest  daughter  of  Hiram  Trimble  Williamson  and 
Emma  Georgia  Lawson  was  born  April  18,  1892.  She  was  married  on  June  30,  1915, 
to  Henry  Evan  Davis.  M.  D. .  who  was  born  December  31,  1881,  in  Spotsylvania, 
County,  Virginia.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  sons,  and  the  grandparents  of 
eight  children.  They  now  reside  in  Williamsburg,  Virginia. 

Hiram  Wilson  Davis  was  born  April  18,  1916  at  Switzer,  W.  Va.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  November  20,  1948  to  Shirley  Powers,  who  was  born  November  13,  1923,  at 
Atlanta,  Georgia.  They  have  three  sons  all  born  at  Huntington,  West  Virginia: 
Lawson  Powers  Davis,  born  March  24,  1951;  Hiram  Trimble  Davis,  born  December 
20,  1953;  Lane  Broughton  Davis,  born  February  24,  1955. 

Henry  Evan  Davis.  Ill,  born  January  8,  1920,  at  Williamson,  W.  Va. ,  was 
married  October  6,  1948  to  Mary  MacLeod  Van  Buren.who  was  born  February  14, 

1925,  at  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.  They  have  two  sons:  Henry  Evan  Davis.  IV.born  Novem¬ 
ber  8,  1950,  at  Charleston,  W.  Va. ,  and  Joseph  Van  Buren  Davis,  born  October  5, 
1954,  at  Dallas,  Texas. 

Robert  Lawson  Davis  was  born  September  14,  1923,  at  Richmond,  Virginia. 

He  was  married  on  June  19,  1949  to  Alice  Bassett  Andrews,  who  was  born  April 
19,  1926,  at  Danville,  Virginia.  They  have  three  children:  Robert  Lawson  Davis. 
Jr.,  born  April  1,  1950,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Chesley  Andrews  Davis,  born  April 
11,  1952,  at  Richmond,  Virginia;  and  Mark  Evan  Davis,  born  April  4,  1955,  at 
Richmond,  Virginia. 

Winnie  Victoria  Williamson,  youngest  of  Hiram  Trimble  Williamson's 
children,  was  born  July  17,  1894.  She  was  married  on  October  15,  1913,  to 
Fieldon  Fulton  McElrov.  who  was  born  January  26,  1888.  They  have  one  son. Fulton 
Trimble  McElroy.  born  December  2,  1921.  He  was  married  on  September  2,  1944  to 
Arietta  Virginia  Wvand.  who  was  born  October  6,  1921.  The  elder  McElroy's  live 
in  Williamson,  West  Virginia,  and  the  younger  couple  reside  in  Fall  Church, Va. 

REBECCA  ARAMINTA  LESLIE 

(Fourth  Generation  —  Robert  Line  —  Daughter  of  Pharmer) 

Rebecca  Araminta  Leslie  was  born  on  July  14,  1852,  on  John's  Creek,  and 
was  married  on  February  22,  1877,  in  Pike  bounty,  to  William  Hannon  Maynard. 

Mr  Maynard  had  gone  west  with  his  parents  when  quite  young  but  had  returned 
to  teach  school  in  the  county.  He  later  became  High  Sheriff  of  Pike  County  and 
was  holding  that  office  at  the  time  of  the  Hatf ield-McCoy  feud  trials.  He  died 
on  October  10,  1912.  Mrs.  Maynard  continued  to  maintain  their  home  at  Zebulon, 
near  the  mouth  of  Coon  Creek,  where  they  hao  lived  since  about  1895.  The  first 
15  years  of  their  married  life  was  spent  on  Sycamore  Creek,  a  branch  of  John's 
Creek.  Mrs.  Maynard  died  at  Zebulon  on  January  14,  1929,  and  is  buried  in  the 
Maynard  family  cemetery  there  as  are  her  husband  and  several  of  their  children. 

There  were  ten  children  in  the  Maynard  family,  six  sons  and  four  daughters. 
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our  sons  and  two  daughters  are  deceased.  Those  still  living,  as  well  as  the 
arailies  of  those  who  are  deceased,  are  for  the  most  part  still  living  in  the 
eighborhood  of  the  old  home.  The  house  where  all  were  reared  is  still  stand- 
ng  but  is  not  now  occupied. 

The  Family  of  Emory  Maynard  and  Elan  Marrison 

Emory  Maynard. b  2-13-1078,  was  a  farmer  nnd|  timberman;  Elan  Harrison.dau. 
f  Daniel  C.  Harrison,  of  near  Meta,  Ky. ,  m  on  12-15, 1890;Tie  d  on  T-5, 1914, 
t  the  age  of  07,  and  is  buried  on  Bent  Branch  of  John's  Creek.  His  widow  re- 
ides  near  Zebulon.  Their  3  children: 

Fern  B.  Maynard,  b  3-0,1900;  educated  in  the  schools  of  the  county  and 
ikeville;  taught  school  before  marriage  in  May  1915  to  Earl  L.  Pinson. a  farmer 
lio  was  interested  in  thorobred  stock.  Mr.  Pinson  d  7-2,1951;  they  had  seven 
liildren:  Mary  Eileen  Pinson  b  6-7,1920,  is  a  registered  nurse.  While  at 
.vensboro,  Ky.  as  supervisor  of  nurses  at  Gwens  Davis  Co.  Hospital,  she  married 
,'.I.  Keithley.an  electrician;  they  have  one  son,  Royce  Lee  Keithlev  7.  Mrs. 
jithley  has  charge  of  the  nursery  at  Pikeville  Hospital.  James  Emory  Pinson 
1-29,1922;  ed.  at  Pikeville  h.  s.  and  college;  was  in  military  service  for 
vo  years  in  WWII,  was  in  the  Rwy  Batallion  and  served  in  Alaska;  unmarried  and 
3  an  official  of  the  Pa.  Rlwy,  now  located  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.  Joanna  Helen 
inson.  b  6-0-1925,  first  m  Claxton  Hatton;  had  one  child,  Charles  Earl  Hatton 

10  d  in  1-1952  at  4  days  of  age.  She  is  now  m  to  Chas.  T.  Smith. a  policeman 

i  Pikeville.  Their  daughter,  Linda  Jo  Smith,  b  12-16,1947,  Joanna  is  a  registered 
arse  and  is  at  present  "in  Surgery"  at  Pikeville  Methodist  Hospital.  Betty  Lee 
inson.  b  5-9-1927  is  m  to  Edward  J.  Stratton.  He  was  on  aviator  in  World  Warll, 

3  is  now  a  1st  Lt.  and  is  on  instructor;  located  at  present  in  Germany.  One 

ittle  girl  Sharon  Lee  died  in  infancy.  They  have  an  adopted  son,  Sammy  Stratton. 

Hen  Leslie  Pinson,  b  7-2,1932  is  unmarried  resides  with  mother  at  Pikeville, Ky. ; 

>  employed  with  State  Highway  Adm.  Minnie  Sue  Pinson,  b  10-31,1937  is  finishing 
.  John's  Creek  H  S.  Larry  Douglas  Pinson  was  born  Dec.  2,  1940. 

Minnie  Daphne  Maynard  b  10-10,1902;  attended  local  schools  and  took 
le  teachers  training  course  at  Pikeville  College  but  did  not  teach;  was  m  3- 
1921  to  Dewey  Doaz.  of  Williamson,  W.  Va. ,  who  was  connected  with  the  N  and 
llwy.  Co.  there;  Minnie  lias  been  associated  as  buyer  with  ladies  ready-to-wear 
■ess  shops  and  has  traveled  extensively  over  the  LT  S  and  in  Mexico  City  and 

inada;  had  her  own  shop  in  Pikeville,  Ky.  but  more  recently  has  been  in  St. 

itersburg,  Florida,  with  a  similar  business.  Their  son,  Thomas  Jackson  Boaz. 
1-23,1922  is  insurance  adjuster  for  the  U.S.  Fidelity  &  Guaranty  Co.,  Richmond 
i. ;  where  he  resides  with  his  wife,  the  former  Mary  Somers,  of  Hamlin,  W.  Va 
id  their  daughter,  Ann  Somers  Doaz.  b  5-30,1946. 

Maxine  Victoria  Maynard.  3rd  dau,  of  Emory  and  Elan,  b  5-12,1919,  and 

in  1921. 

Rush  and  Minnie  Maynard 

Rush  Maynard,  second  son,  was  a  twin  of  Minnie  Victoria  Maynard.  They 
re  b  12-0,1000.  It  is  said  they  were  very  unlike  each  other,  Rush  never  mar- 
ed  but  remained  at  home,  farming  and  trading  in  stock,  lie  died  at  a  rather 
rly  age  about  30  or  39  and  is  buried  in  the  family  cemetery  at  Zebulon. 
nnie  Victoria  Maynard  m  Cheatham  Will iarnson. son  of  B.  F.  ("Piddler  Ben")  William- 

11  and  Esther  J.  Bevins  Williamson.  He  was  thrown  from  a  horse  and  killed, 
nnie  d  in  1905  (?)  and  is  buried  in  the  family  cemetery;  no  children. 
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The  Family  of  Effie  Maynard  and  Peter  Whitten  Day 


Effie  Maynard  b  8-15,1802,  She  was  ed.  in  the  Pike  Co.  schools  at  Gulnare, 
Meta,  and  Zebulon  (mouth  of  ^oon  Creek).  She  was  married  in  1903  at  Williamson, 
W.Va. ,  to  Peter  Whitten  Day.  Three  children  were  b.in  Pikeville.  They  returned 
to  Zebulon  and  still  reside  there;  her  husband  is  deceased  and  is  buried  in  the 
family  plot;  4  children: 

Tom  Day  b  12-16,1904  at  Zebulon;  attended  the  rural  schools;  m  Lizzie 
Smith,  dau.  of  Henry  and  Melissa  Maynard  Smith,  of  Coon  Creek.  Tom  is  associate; 
with  a  laundry  in  Dayton,  Ohio;  4  children:  Peter  Whitten  Day,  b  2-19-1934,  at¬ 
tended  school  on  John's  Creek,  served  3  yrs  in  the  U.  S.  A.  F.  ,  1'4  yrs  overseas, 
mostly  in  France;  on  9-18,1954  he  m  Patricia  Layne  of  Pikeville,  Ky.  The  3 
younger  childrai  are  still  in  school.  They  are:  Evelyn  Lucille  Day,  b  5-27,1938; 
Charlene  Day, 5-22. 1943;  and  William  Tom  Day,  b  10-2,1947.  William  Harmon  Day 
b  2-11,1914;  attended  h.  s.  and  college  at  Pikeville;  m  Marie  Elliott  of  Matewan, 

W.  Va. ;  dau.  of  J.  W.  Elliott;  live  at  Matewan;  lie  is  purchasing  agent  for 
The  Red  Jacket  Coal  Co.  ,  Red  Jacket,  W.  Va. ;  2  children:  Bruce  Wesley  Day.  12, 
and  Hose  Gale  Day.  9  years  of  age. 

Joe  Vickers  Day  bat  Pikeville,  Ky.  12-5,1916;  attended  h.  s.and 
junior  college  at  Pikeville,  and  the  U.  of  Ky. ;  in  U.  S.  Army  for  3  yrs  in  WWII 
as  an  instructor  in  radar  and  electronics;  now  a  merchant  at  Meta,  Ky. ;  he  m 
Noa  Mae  Stureill.  dau.  of  Sam  Sturgill  of  Pigeon,  Pike  Co.,  Ky.;  3  children: 
Kathy.  Joe  Jr.,  and  Jackie  Allen.  11, 9, and  3  yrs  of  age.  Attend  the  Pikeville 
College  Academy.  Effie  Ardith  Day  b  9-19,1919;  studied  business  in  Pikeville 
h.  s.  ;  worked  in  a  doctor's  office  for  awhile;  joined  the  WAAC's  and  served 
one  year,  stationed  at  Camp  Sims,  in  Wash.  D.  C. ;  later  worked  at  Hudson  Motors 
in  Detroit  which  had  been  converted  into  an  airplane  factory.  While  there  she 
met  and  m  Hubert  Lawrence,  of  Smithfield,  Tenn.  an  ex-navy  man  of  2  yrs  service; 
they  m  in  Detroit  on  12-26-1944.  This  couple  also  were  mployed  for  a  time  in 
the  U.  S.  Navy  Yard  at  Bremerton,  Washington;  they  returned  to  Pikeville  in 
1945  and  reside  with  her  mother  at  Zebulon.  Effie  Ardith  is  employed  with  the 
Pike  Co.  Public  Assistance  Div.  of  the  Dept  of  Economic  Security  for  Ky.  Mr. 
Lawrence  is  associated  with  the  Call  Funeral  Home  in  Pikeville;  one  child,  Vicky 
Lawrence,  age  8. 


Ida  Laura  and  Grover  C.  Maynard 

Ida  Laura  Maynard,  b  2-28,1884,  m  to  Roy  Maynard,  a  cousin;  live  on 
Coon  Creek  near  Zebulon;  no  children.  Grover  Cleveland  Maynard,  b  12-14,1885, 
was  m  to  Mrs.  Ella  Hurt  (Eplen).  of  Lookout,  Ky. ;  was  in  real  estate  in  Roanoke, 
Va.,  and  died  there;  is  buried  in  the  family  cemetery  at  Zebulon,  Ky. ;  his  widow 
resides  in  Roanoke;  no  children. 

The  Family  of  Robert  Lee  Maynard  and  Orpha  Stratton 

Robert  Lee  Maynard  b  10-1,1888,  at  Gulnare,  Ky.  m  on  11-27,1918,  to 
Orpha  Stratton,  dau.  of  Henry  Stratton  and  Malinda  Syck.  Her  mother  was  the  dau. 
of  Jacob  Syck  of  the  head  of  Burning  Fork  of  John’s  Creek.  Mr.  Maynard  is  a 
farmer  and  resides  at  Zebulon;  3  sons,  all  as  yet  unmarried: 

Henry  Harmon  Maynard  b  10-10,1919;  ed.  in  the  county  schools;  grad,  from 
Pikeville  Junior  College;  in  the  U.  S.  A.  F.  ;  served  as  shipping  clerk  for 
4  years  in  WWII  as  a  Sgt.;  stationed  at  Wichita,  Kansas;  now  mgr  at  Watson’s 
Clothing  Store,  Logan,  W.  Va. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Lee  Maynard  at  their  home  near 
Zebulon,  Pike  County,  Kentucky. 


Arnold,  Harmon,  and  Carl  Maynard,  sons  of  Robert 
Lee  Maynard  at  the  Maynard  home  near  Pikeville. 


Araminta  and  Amos  Leslie 
From  an  old.  tm-type 


Carl  Cecil  Maynard  b  8-14,1922,  had  h,  s.  and  junior  college  at  Pikeville, 
d  1  year  at  the  U.  of  Ky. ;  served  as  medical  aide  in  the  U.  S.  Army  during 
HI;  taught  school  for  4  years  in  Pike  Co.  ;  now  in  first  Nat.  Bank  at  Pikeville. 
•vid  Arnold  Maynard  b  6-13,1926;  served  2  years  in  WWII  and  was  in  Japan;  has 
years  of  college  at  Pikeville,  Bowling  Green,  and  U.  of  Ky.  at  Lexington. 

•  is  with  Watson’s  Clothing  Store  at  Thomason,  Ga. 

Leslie  Beniamin  Maynard  b  4-12,1091;  m  to  Lillian  Hurron  of  Sword's 
eek,  Va.  ;  two  children:  Robert  Beatty  Maynard  m  Carmen  Scott:  two  boys:  Lesl ie 
and  Timmv  f.lavnard.  two  years  of  age;  live  at  Zebulon,  Ky.  Leslie’s  2nd  child 
iry  Lillian  Maynard,  1st  m  Silas  Hicks;  had  one  son,  Milo  Hicks,  now  about  16 
•s  of  age.  Her  2nd  m  was  to  Jack  Watson;  one  dau.  Mary  Watson,  about  6  yrs. 

'  age;  live  in  Detroit. 

Virgil  Harmon  Maynard. b  11-29,1892,  at  Zebulon  Ky.  m  at  Pikeville 
srtrude  Mattingly,  of  Somerset,  Ky. ;  d  5-12,1941;  and  is  buried  at  Zebulon; 
dow  lives  at  Dorton,  Ky.;  no  children. 

Mary  Inez  Maynard  b  10-22,  1894,  at  Zebulon,  Kyi71  William  Bradley  Taylor 
>n  of  Allen  Taylor  and  Vic  Lowe;  her  husband  was  in  the  Infantry  for  32  months 
trino  WWI  and  was  there  when  the  Armistice  was  signed.  Mary  Inez  d  2-22,1950. 
r,  Taylor  is  a  farmer  and  logger  and  resides  near  Zebulon;  their  children: 

;Ien  Authelia  (Sally)  Taylor  was  b  2-19,1920;  completed  h.  s.  and  Junior  College 
;  Pikeville,  and  taught  3  yrs  at  Pond  Creek,  Pike  County,  Ky. ;  has  remained 
.  home  since  her  mother's  death.  Bradley  Taylor.  Jr.  b  1-8-1928;  attended  h. 
on  John's  Creek;  served  in  Korea  in  the  Armament  Division;  returned  in  1952 
id  is  farming  and  truck  driving.  Lou  Minta  Taylor.  5-29,1935  attended  school 
t  John's  Creek  High. 

AMOS  MARTIN  LESLIE 

(Fourth  Generation  —  Robert  Line  —  Son  of  Pharmer) 

Amos  Martin  Leslie,  youngest  of  the  12  children  of  Pharmer  Leslie  and 
iry  Jane  Bevins  Leslie,  was  born  Nov.  6,  1856.  He  was  married  to  El izabeth 
illard.  dau.  of  Andrew  J.  Millard  of  Dan's  Branch,  W.  Va.  They  were  married 
lly  21,  1879.  Mr.  Leslie  died  Feb.  25,  1881,  and  is  buried  on  Turkey  Creek, 

!.  Their  only  child  was  Laura  Leslie,  who  was  born  Oct.  4,  1880.  She  was 
irst  married  to  Martin  B.  Hendricks  at  Williamson,  W.  Va.  on  Aug.  19,1902. 
ley  lived  in  Williamson.  Their  children:  William  R.  Hendricks,  born  Sept.  14, 

>04,  now  lives  in  Logan,  W.  Va.  ;  and  Frank  Leslie  Hendricks,  b  July  17,  1903, 

.  Williamson,  and  died  Dec.  5,  1903. 

After  Mr.  Hendrick's  deatli  on  March  26,  1906,  Laura  Leslie  Hendricks 
‘tried  James  Madison  Smith,  son  of  Andrew  J.  Smith.  He  was  mayor  of  Williamson. 

died  March  14,  1947  and  Laura  died  March  1,  1951.  Both  are  buried  at  William- 
m.  Their  children  are:  Robert  Harrison  Smith. who  lives  in  Riverside,  Calif 
imes  Everette  Smith,  and  Marv  Elizabeth  Smith  (now  Mrs.  W.  V.  Linkous).  who 
ve  in  Williamson,  W.  Va.  There  are  no  Linkous  children. 
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NAOMI  LESLEY 


(Third  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Daughter  of  Robert) 

Naomi  Lesley  was  a  daughter  of  Robert  Lesley  and  Elizabeth  Compton  Lesley. 
She  was  born  December  29,  1005  on  John’s  Creek  in  what  is  now  Pike  County, but 
was  at  that  time  included  in  the  area  that  was  Floyd  County,  Kentucky.  She 
was  one  of  15  children.  Her  parents  and  part  of  their  family  had  come  to  Ken¬ 
tucky  in  1802  three  years  before  her  birth  from  Tazewell  County,  Virginia.  She 
was  the  second  of  the  children  born  in  the  new  home. 

Naomi  Lesley  was  married  on  May  11,  1843,  in  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  to 
James  Madison  Jackson.  Her  husband  was  a  son  of  Isaac  Jackson  and  Betsy  Jane 
Fuller,  his  first  wife.  His  father  had  brought  his  sons  James  Madison  and 
Hawkins  Jackson  from  their  Virginia  home  a  few  years  before,  and  had,  in  1837, 
married  Elizabeth  Lesley,  an  older  sister  of  Naomi,  as  his  second  wife. 

The  Jackson  men  had  in  1835  assisted  in  the  construction  of  a  home  for 
Luna  Lesley,  a  younger  sister  of  Naomi,  and  her  husband,  Hiram  Kilgore  Bevins. 
At  least  the  chimneys  of  this  house  were  built  by  Hawkins  Jackson,  who  was  a 
stone  mason.  The  occupation  of  James  Madison  Jackson  at  that  time  is  said  to 
have  been  that  of  a  surveyor. 

Naomi  Lesley  Jackson  and  James  Madison  Jackson  were  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Martvn  Green  Jackson:  Madison  Wayne  Jackson:  and  Naomi  Jackson.  The 
family  lived  on  Brushy  Creek  just  over  the  hill  from  the  home  of  Isaac  Jackson, 
his  father,  and  Elizabeth  Lesley  Jackson,  Naomi's  sister. 

Naomi  Lesley  Jackson  died  on  January  29,  1852,  at  the  age  of  46  years, and 
was  brought  back  for  burial  in  the  Lesley  family  graveyard  at  the  original  Les¬ 
ley  settlement,  the  home  then  occupied  by  her  younger  brother,  Martin  Lesley 
and  his  family.  A  gravestone  inscribed  with  the  following  still  marks  her 
grave: 


Naomi,  wife  of  J.  M.  Jackson 

Died  Jan.  29,1852 

Aged  46  yrs.  8  mo.  25  ds. 

In  June  of  the  same  year  that  Naomi  died,  James  Madison  Jackson  took  unto 
himself  a  second  wife.  This  time  he  married  Esther  M.  Milam,  a  niece  of  his 
first  wife  Naomi.  She  was  residing  at  that  time  in  the  home  of  her  Uncle  Martin 
Lesley  and  had  come  visiting  from  her  home  in  Scioto  County,  Ohio. 

At  the  time  of  her  death  the  ages  of  Naomi's  three  children  were  approxi¬ 
mately  as  follows:  Martin  Green  Jackson  was  about  six  years  of  age;  Madison 
IVavne  Jackson  was  between  one  and  two  years  of  age;  and  the  baby,  Naomi,  was 
a  mere  infant.  It  is  quite  possible  that  her  mother  died  in  childbirth  or 
shortly  thereafter. 

The  Jackson  family  continued  to  live  in  Pike  County  for  at  least  ten 
years  and  perhaps  longer.  After  some  years,  however,  it  is  said  that  they 
traded  for  the  Henry  Taylor  farm  at  Round  Hollow,  West  Virginia,  and  removed 
the  family  to  that  vicinity. 
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Information  avilable  at  the  present  time  regarding  the  three  children  of 
i'5mi  is  very  scanty,  but  the  concensus  of  those  who  have  attempted  to  seek 
jformation  at  this  late  date  is  to  the  effect  that  both  Madison  Wayne  (known 
£  Wayne)  and  Naomi  died  unmarried,  perhaps  in  their  early  teens. 

As  to  Martvn  Green  Jackson,  a  little  more  information  is  at  hand.  It 
Eoears  that  he  lived  near  what  is  now  Matewan,  West  Virginia,  where  he  acquired 
ir;h  real  estate.  He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  sheriff  for  one  term,  ac¬ 
ceding  to  one  informant.  A  court  record  shows  that  in  1871,  his  father  sold 
In  150  acres  at  Long  Bottom  where  Sprigg,  Mingo  Co.,  West  Virginia,  now  stands. 
13  consideration  was  $500,  A  golf  course  now  occupies  the  land. 

Green  Jackson  is  thought  to  have  married  Christine  ("Chris")  Smith,  the 
caghter  of  Thomas  Smith,  a  half  brother  of  Valentine  and  Joseph  Hatfield. 

13 y  had  no  children. 

Martvn  Green  Jackson,  who  was  known  as  "Green"  Jackson,  later  moved  from 
t;  mouth  of  main  Island  Creek  to  Harts  Creek,  West  Virginia,  where  he  died. 

(3  source  says  that  his  grave  and  those  of  his  brother  and  sister,  Wayne  and 
Dmi  Jackson,  are  in  the  Ellis  Cemetery  in  Logan  County,  where  members  of  the 
s;ond  family  of  James  Madison  Jackson  are  also  buried.  Another  source  sug- 
c;ted  that  the  two  younger  children  may  be  buried  in  the  Mt.  Gay  Cemetery, 
nr  Logan. 

Thus  it  would  seem  that  Naomi  Lesley  Jackson  had  no  descendants  beyond 
t?se  three  children.  Information  concerning  the  family  of  her  husband  and 
fj  second  wife,  her  niece,  Esther  Milam,  will  be  found  in  its  proper  place 
i  the  section  of  this  history  devoted  to  her  mother,  Adah  Lesley  Milam  and 
Ir  numerous  descendants  page  136) 


Martyn  Green  Jackson  and  wife 


Early  this  year  the  minister  and 
qongr elation  cf  Snively  Chapel 
met  at  the  old  church,  beside  the 
road,  near  the  end  of  the  “black¬ 
top”  on  Johns  Creek,  to  observe 
with  appropriate  ceremonies  and 
worship  the  centennial  of  its  his¬ 
tory. 

The  little  white  church  stood  as 
a  monument  to  its  founders  and 
to  their  faith,  had  stood  there 
through  the  Civil  War,  through 
vicissitudes  of  time  and  fate,  and 
through  lives  of  many  now  long 
since  perished  with  age,  for  a  hun¬ 
dred  years. 

The  builders  inscribed  over  the 
door  the  legend:  “Deeded  April  11, 
1853  by  Martin  Leslie  and  Sarah 
B.  Leslie,  his  wife,  to  Martin  Les¬ 
lie,  Thomas  P.  May,  Jamefe  May¬ 
nard.  Samuel  Marrs  and  Allen 
Leslie,  Trustees.”  All  these  were 
active  in  founding  the  church,  all 
were  devoted  members  who  conse¬ 
crated  themselves  to  the  Methodist 
doctrine  and  the  Methodist  way 
when  the  faith  was  young  and  Big 
Sandy  was  young.  They  were  the 
sons  of  the  pioneers. 


Snively  Chapel  on  Johns  Creek 

Excerpt  from  article  in  Floyd  County  Tins 
August  27,  195  3'-  Courtesy  of  Mr.  Scalf- 
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MARTIN  LESLEY 


(Third  Generation  —  Robert  Line  —  Son  of  Robert) 

Martin  Lesley's  life  span  was  short  —  just  slightly  more  than  half  a 
antury.  He  was  born  Nov.  14,  1807  and  died  March  5,  1859.  The  influence 
f  his  life,  however,  was  wide  and  long-lasting.  Although  almost  a  century 
as  elapsed  since  his  death,  he  is  still  spoken  of  as  a  man  of  vision  — 
idustrious,  and  generous  to  a  fault.  These  characteristics  live  on  in  his 
ascendants  of  whom  more  than  a  hundred  are  living. 

Martin  ivas  the  youngest  son  —  the  14th  of  15  children  --  of  Robert 
asley.  He  remained  at  the  homestead  long  after  most  of  his  sisters  and 
rothers  had  married  and  moved  away  to  homes  of  their  own.  After  the  death 
f  his  parents  he  not  only  purchased  the  interests  of  those  who  wished  to  sell, 
it  added  many  thousands  of  acres  to  his  estate  by  survey  and  purchase.  He 
raveled  and  traded.  Sometimes  his  journeys  took  him  through  the  mountain 
rails  and  valleys  to  Richmond,  Virginia;  others  led  to  the  lower  reaches  of 
le  Big  Sandy  and  Ohio  Valley. 

On  one  of  these  journeys  Martin  Lesley  met  and  won  his  bride  —  the  young 
idow  Mayo,  nee  Sarah  B.  Auxier  of  Lower  Johns  Creek.  They  were  married  Jan. 

I,  1845.  Her  two  boys  were  aged  four  and  two  at  the  time  she  came  to  the 
ame  which  Martin  Lesley  built  for  her  adjacent  to  the  log  cabin  home  of  his 
ayhood  and  youngmanhood.  The  mother  was  herself  only  24  years  of  age  and 
ar  husband  was  14  years  her  senior. 

Five  children  were  born  to  this  couple  —  three  sons  and  two  daughters, 
leir  home  became  the  center  of  religious  life  of  the  community.  Mrs.  Lesley 
as  a  devout  Christian  and  extremely  active  in  the  Methodist  faith.  Gracious 
aspitality  was  dispensed  to  all,  especially  to  those  Ministers  of  the  Gospel 
10  came  riding  in  from  Virginia  and  elsewhere,  holding  services  in  the  homes 
id  helping  to  establish  churches  throughout  the  mountain  regions.  It  is  still 
)ld  how  for  days  before  the  infrequent  meetings  the  ladies  of  the  Lesley  house- 
aid  cooked  and  baked,  and  when  Sunday  arrived,  Martin  Lesley  ordered  the  ox- 
arts  and  wagons  piled  high  with  the  viands  thus  prepared  and  hauled  to  the 
aeting  place  and  spread  for  all  to  partake  as  they  would. 

In  1853  the  first  church  in  that  vicinity  was  established  on  land  which 
|as  deeded  to  the  church  trustees  by  Martin  and  Sarah  B.  Lesley.  One  hundred 
aars  later  (1953)  a  celebration  was  held  at  Snively  Chapel  on  John's  Creek 
inoring  this  couple  and  commemorating  the  anniversary  of  its  founding. 

When  still  in  the  prime  of  life,  Martin  Lesley  was  stricken  with  pneumonia 
;  result  of  exposure  to  inclement  weather  while  returning  from  a  long  horse- 
lick  trip  to  Virginia.  He  died  after  only  five  days  illness  and  is  buried  at 
le  feet  of  his  parents  in  the  garden  near  the  old  home.  Across  the  fields 
i  the  brow  of  the  hill  rested  then  and  still  rest  the  remains  of  his  intrepid 
•andfather,  William  Robert  Lesley,  who  was  the  first  of  the  Lesley  Clan  to 
little  here. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  in  1859,  the  ages  of  the  seven  children  he  had 
:lped  to  rear  ranged  from  18  years  to  less  than  three;  the  widow  was  only  38. 
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Mrs.  Lesley  continued  to  reside  at  the  home  left  her  by  her  husband. 

She  presided  with  grace  and  devoted  herself  to  the  upbringing  of  her  seven 
children  in  a  Christian  home.  She  also  continued  her  service  to  the  local 
church  and  was  among  its  leaders.  The  Civil  War  came  on  soon  after  her 
husband's  death.  She  was  a  good  manager  and  maintained  a  comfortable  home 
for  her  children  and  others  who  were  members  of  the  household.  On  the  place 
there  was  a  weaving  house  and  a  tannery  which  were  always  busy.  A  great  deal 
of  the  weaving  and  other  needle  work  was  done  by  Mrs.  Lesley  and  the  unmar¬ 
ried  sisters  of  her  husband,  one  of  whom  preceded  him  in  death  by  two  years. 
There  were  some  hired  hands  and  several  young  colored  people  who  had  come 
to  her  from  her  first  husband,  G.  W.  Mayo.  However,  she  sent  the  young 
colored  men  to  Louisa  because  they  had  no  one  there  with  whom  to  associate. 

Two  of  the  smaller  boys,  however,  stayed  with  her  throughout  the  war  and 
afterwards. 

In  1867,  Sarah  B.  Auxier  (Mayo)  Lesley  was  married  for  the  third  time. 

Her  third  husband  was  James  Denton,  a  widower  with  several  grown  sons.  One 
of  these,  Bert  Denton,  married  into  the  Lesley  family  later.  His  wife  was 
Mary  May,  a  granddaughter  of  Allen  Lesley.  At  the  time  of  her  third  marriage, 
her  eldest  son,  T.  J.  Mayo,  had  married  (1863),  and  also  her  eldest  daughter, 
Elizabeth  Lesley  (1866).  Her  eldest  Lesley  son,  "Bud"  (Amos  S.),  was  17  years 
of  age  and  had  been  for  some  years  the  mainstay  on  his  mother's  farm;  two  sons, 
Martin  Samuel,  15,  and  Robert  A.  E.,  13,  and  the  baby  daughter,  Araminta,  just 
10  were  in  school.  The  family  remained  on  the  farm  for  several  years  during 
which  two  of  the  sons,  Bob  and  Sam,  entered  the  teaching  profession  and  Bud 
continued  his  work  on  the  farm,  and  about  1873  was  married  and  removed  to 
Johnson  County,  Kentucky,  the  home  of  his  wife,  to  live. 

Mrs.  Denton  was  persuaded  to  sell  the  John's  Creek  property  and  go  with 
her  husband  to  Lewis  County,  Kentucky,  taking  only  her  youngest,  Araminta,  with 

her.  She  sold  the  place  on  John's  Creek  to  one  _  Maynard.  The  original 

500  acres  of  the  Lesley  Homestead  was  many  years  later  acquired  by  Garland 
Hurt  a  great-grandson  of  Allen  Lesley.  He  reared  a  large  family  there  and 
still  resides  on  the  place. 

After  Mr.  Denton's  death  1877,  Mrs.  Denton  accompanied  her  two  sons,  Sam 
and  Bob  Leslie,  to  Lexington,  Kentucky,  where  she  maintained  a  home  for  them 
and  other  college  students.  From  Lexington,  she  went  to  the  home  of  her  eldest 
daughter,  Elizabeth  Lesley  Conley,  Louisa,  Kentucky,  and  remained  there  until 
her  daughter's  death  in  1882.  Shortly  thereafter  she  spent  some  time  with  her 
son  Dr.  Martin  Samuel  Leslie,  who  had  married  and  established  his  residence 
and  practice  at  Greenup,  Kentucky.  Her  youngest  son  was  married  in  1881  and 
his  mother  lived  with  him  in  Prestonsburg  and  Pikeville  in  1883-1684,  at 
least  for  a  part  of  those  years.  Eventually  she  returned  to  Johnson  County 
and  made  her  home  for  the  most  part  with  her  youngest  daughter,  Araminta,  who 
had  married  in  1877  shortly  after  Mr.  Denton's  death.  Araminta  married  Benjamin 
F.  Conley,  a  brother  to  the  husband  of  her  sister  Elizabeth  and  to  the  wife  of 
her  brother  Amos  S.  Lesley. 

Mrs.  Denton  remained  ever  faithful  and  active  in  the  work  of  the  church. 
She  also  did  a  great  deal  of  fancy  needle  work  in  later  years.  Some  pressed 
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lowers  whicli  she  used  for  patterns  for  some  of  her  designs  still  repose  in 
ie  Family  Bible  which  she  kept  so  meticulously.  She  died  April  6,  1896  at 
te  age  of  74  years  and  six  months  and  is  buried  in  the  Auxier  family  burying 
<ound  on  John’s  Creek,  as  are  her  parents  and  grandparents. 

As  the  history  of  the  Auxier  Family  in  America  so  closely  parallels  that 
i  the  Lesley  Family,  in  both  time  and  place,  the  following  data  is  included 
r  the  record.  These  brief  facts  are  taken  from  the  "History  of  the  Auxier 
Ifnily”,  by  Agnes  Auxier,  the  daughter  of  Polk  Auxier  who  was  a  half-brother 
’  Sarah  B.  Auxier  (Mayo)  (Lesley)  (Denton).  This  history  which  was  intended 
r  publication  in  book  form  had  not  a  tragic  illness  and  death  overtaken  its 
thor  before  this  could  be  accomplished,  is  very  fascinating  reading.  This 
iter  recalls  when  Agnes  (one  of  her  favorite  people)  was  gathering  the  in- 
rmation.  She  did  not  drean,  the  child  she  was  at  the  time,  that  she  would 
pire  some  day  to  do  the  same  task  for  the  Lesley  family.  The  Foreword  by 
hn  Earl  Atkinson,  of  Edmonds,  Washington,  dated  July  15,  1952  (many  years 
ter  Agnes'  death),  gives  praise  and  full  credit  to  Agnes  for  a  fine  piece  of 
rk.  The  original  manuscript  was  loaned  to  him  by  Mabel  Auxier  Rice,  a  de- 
endant  of  a  brother  of  Agnes’  grandfather.  Mr.  Atkinson  is  a  former  pupil 
Miss  Auxier.  He  has  copied  the  manuscript  faithfully  and  has  made  a 
mited  number  of  copies  available.  The  copy  which  this  writer  is  proud  to 
'ssess  is  a  gift  presented  by  her  cousin,  Fanny  Mayo  Atkinson.  All  of  these 
irsons  deserve  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  carrying  on  Agnes'  work  so  that 
t  fine  efforts  are  not  entirely  lost. 

BRIEF  ACCOUNT  OF  SARAH  a  AUXIER’ S  ANCESTRY 

Michael  Auxier. his  German-born  wife  (name  not  given),  and  his  children 
:ft  their  home  on  the  river  Rhine,  Germany,  and  came  to  America  in  1755.  He 
:ttled  in  Pennsylvania.  Auxier  was  a  native-born  Frenchman,  the  ancient  home 
the  Auxiers  being  in  the  eastern  part  of  France.  He  went  into  Germany  and 
irried  and  for  several  years  made  his  home  in  Germany.  There  is  a  town  in 
ie  eastern  part  of  France  which  is  named  Auxerre,  doubtless  for  the  Auxier 
imily. 

Michael  Auxier  and  his  wife  had  nine  children:  Michael .  Simon.  Abram. George. 
unuel .  Betsy.  Jane.  Sal  lie,  and  Nancy.  Soon  after  coming  to  America  some  of 
ie  older  members  of  the  family  enlisted  in  the  French  and  Indian  War.  Three  of 
letn  were  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Samuel  Auxier.  the  youngest  son  of  Michael,  served  under  Capt.  Todd  in 
ark's  Expedition  to  Illinois.  Soon  after  he  returned  from  the  Army  he  mar- 
ed  Sal lie  Brown.  17  years  of  age.  They  were  married  July  15,  1779.  During 
le  first  years  of  their  married  life  they  lived  in  Culpepper  County,  Virginia, 
iny  interesting  stories  were  related  to  her  grandchildren  and  were  told  by 
lem  to  their  younger  relations  concerning  the  Indian  raids  on  their  home. 

In  the  year  1795,  Samuel  Auxier  removed  his  family  (all  except  the  youngest 
'rn  in  Virginia)  to  Blockhouse  Bottom  in  the  Big  Sandy  Valley.  The  first  block- 
>use  had  been  built  by  Simon  Auxier,  other  Auxiers,  Harmans,  and  others,  in  1787- 
'88  (a  hunting  lodge  had  been  built  by  the  Harmans  and  others  in  1750).  The 
ockhouses,  two  in  number,  which  were  standing  when  Samuel  Auxier  and  his  family 
rived  were  built  in  1789-1790.  This  is  reputed  to  be  the  earliest  permanent 
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settlement  in  the  Valley.  (The  Blockhouse  Bottom  is  described  in  detail  in 
Miss  Auxier's  book). 

Samuel  Auxier  and  Sal  lie  Brown  Auxier  were  the  parents  of  nine  children: 
Nathaniel .  Nancy.  Mary  Barbara.  John.  Dan iet. Samuel .  Eli iah.  Enoch,  and  Frances 
Amel ia.  (Sallie  Brown  Auxier  as  a  widow  married  Kelly,  and  the  Auxier  children 
had  one  half-brother,  Joseph  Kelly). 

Samuel  Auxier  I  was  the  forefather  of  all  the  Auxiers  in  the  Big  Sandy 
Valley.  He  died  about  1801  as  result  of  injuries  received  when  his  horse  ran 
away  and  struck  against  a  tree  in  his  path.  He  was  returning  with  some  neigh¬ 
bors  from  a  trip  to  the  King  Salt  Works  in  Virginia  when  the  accident  occurred. 
His  grave  which  lay  not  far  from  the  old  block  house  was  until  recently  marked 
only  by  an  oak  tree.  A  marker  was  erected  by  the  D.A. R.  in  recent  years.  His 
widow,  Sallie  Brown  Auxier,  re-married  to  one  Kelly  who  died  within  a  few 
years.  She  lived  a  widow  for  many  years  and  was  blind  for  many  years  before  he 
death.  Late  in  her  life  she  established  claim  to  a  pension  because  of  Samuel 
Auxier's  Revolutionary  Service. 

Samuel  Auxier  II  was  born  August  7,  1791  in  Russell  County,  Va.  the  son 
of  Samuel  Auxier  I  and  Sallie  Brown.  He  was  four  years  old  when  he  came  to 
Kentucky  with  his  parents  and  brothers  and  sisters.  He  was  married  in  1813 
to  Rebecca  Philips.  They  remained  with  his  mother  for  a  year  then  set  up  house¬ 
keeping  in  a  small  cabin;  their  only  possessions  were  conveyed  to  it  piled  on 
a  little  sled  drawn  by  their  one  horse.  They  did  not  even  have  a  bedstead  or 
bed.  Their  first  bed  was  a  gathering  of  leaves  tied  up  in  a  petticoat  and  laid 
in  one  corner  of  the  room.  In  1817  they  built  a  larger  house  which  was  still 
standing  around  1915  when  Agnes'  history  was  written.  Many  interesting  stories 
were  told  to  the  young  folks  by  grandfather  Samuel  Auxier  who  lived  to  a  very 
ripe  old  age. 

The  children  of  Samuel  Auxier  and  Rebecca  Philips  Auxier  were  Nathaniel. 
John.  Jemina.  Washington.  Sarah.  Joseph.  Rebecca.  Martha.  Araminta  and  Jefferson 
Rebecca  Philips  Auxier  died  on  Sept.  20,  1835.  On  May  2,  1838,  Samuel  Auxier  II 
married  his  second  wife,  Agnes  Wells.  By  this  union  there  were  six  children: 
Margaret.  Elijah.  William.  Polk.  Angel ine.  and  Nancy. 

Of  the  first  family  of  Samuel  Auxier  II,  Sarah  B.  Auxier  born  Aug.  10,1821 
married  Martin  Lesley  on  Jan.  21,  1845  as  her  second  husband.  Of  the  second 
family,  Polk  Auxier  was  the  father  of  our  historian,  Agnes  Auxier.  Sarah  B. 
Auxier,  first  was  married  to  G.  W.  Mayo  in  1939  and  was  the  mother  of  T.  J. 

Mayo  who  married  into  the  Lesley  family,  also.  Sarah  was  also  the  mother  of 
five  Lesley  children:  Rebecca  Elizabeth:  Amos  S. ,  Martin  Samuel ,  R.A.E. ,  and 
Araminta  Agnes.  The  families  of  all  her  children  are  fully  covered  in  this 
vol umr, 


Elizabeth  Leslie  Conley 


Asa  J.  Conley 


REBECCA  ELIZABETH  LESLEY 


(Fourth  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Daughter  of  Martin) 

Rebecca  Elizabeth  Lesley  was  the  eldest  of  five  children  born  to  Martin 
L;1  ey  and  Sarah  B.  Auxier  Lesley.  She  was  born  at  the  original  Lesley  Settle- 
irit  on  John's  Creek,  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  on  September  12,  1846.  She  was 
vry  popular  and  was  renowned  for  her  beauty  and  charm.  She  was  brown-eyed 
el  had  very  dark  hair  which  she  wore  parted  and  drawn  back  from  her  face  which 
vs  a  pure  oval  with  patrician  features.  Some  say  she  had  "that  French  look" 
vich  perhaps  came  down  from  her  early  maternal  ancestors  who  came  from  Auxferre 
Fance. 

Elizabeth  early  learned  all  the  household  arts  and  also  loved  the  out-of¬ 
cars.  Nothing  pleased  her  more  than  to  mount  the  beautiful  black  riding  mare 
vth  which  her  father  provided  her  and  go  galloping  with  friends  over  the  coun- 
lyside  and  mountain  trails.  Her  love  of  and  skill  with  horses  came  naturally 
jr  both  her  parents  were  excellent  equestrians.  She  was  endowed  with  all  the 
icial  graces  which  seemed  to  be  hers  by  nature  and  without  benefit  of  "ladies' 
wishing  schools".  Her  younger  sister  in  later  years  often  chuckled  and  told 
lev  her  brothers  were  always  extolling  Elizabeth's  attainments  in  these  things, 
iver  seeming  to  realize  that  "little  sister"  might  be  hurt  by  their  extravagant 
laise.  "Minty"  never  resented  this,  however,  for  she  herself  thought  that 
'izzie"  (eleven  years  her  senior)  was  just  about  perfect. 

When  Elizabeth  was  twenty  years  of  age,  and  seven  years  after  her  father's 
i ath,  she  became  the  bride  of  Asa  Johnson  Conley.  Her  husband  was  the  son  of 
mstantine  Conley  and  Celia  Fairchild  Conley.  He  was  born  in  Johnson  County, 
ntucky,  on  March  17,  1939,  and  had  been  in  the  Confederate  militia  or  Home 
lard  during  the  Civil  War. 

The  Conleys  were  of  Irish  extraction  and  came  to  Kentucky  from  North 
rolina.  They,  also,  were  pioneers  and  of  pre-Revolutionary  stock,  an  ancestor 
ving  been  a  Captain  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  As  the  Lesleys  had  come  from 
rginia,  the  Conleys  had  come  over  the  Smokies  and  the  Cumberlar.ds  to  the  Val- 
y  of  Big  Sandy  and  were  among  the  first  settlers.  Three  of  this  particular 
nley  family  married  members  of  the  Martin  Lesley  family,  Elizabeth  being  the 
rst. 


Elizabeth  Lesley  and  Asa  Conley  were  married  on  May  8,  1866,  and  shortly 
ereafter  settled  in  Louisa,  the  beautiful  little  town  on  the  Big  Sandy  River 
Lawrence  County.  There  they  kept  hotel  and  Mr.  Conley  was  made  Wharf  Master, 
most  important  position  in  that  day  when  practically  all  transportation  —  of 
th  people  and  freight  —  was  by  water.  He  conducted  a  general  merchandise 
ore  on  the  wharf  boat.  Later  he  established  a  general  merchandise  business  on 
e  Public  Square.  Still  later,  his  establishment  was  located  adjacent  to  where 
e  Louisa  National  Bank  was  erected.  Besides  being  a  merchant  for  many  years, 

.  Conley  was  also  representative  for  a  large  Virginia  tobacco  company. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conley  were  earnest  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  South, 
s  parents  were  of  the  Baptist  faith  and  hers  were  Methodists.  Mr.  Conley  was 
staunch  democrat  and  was  active  in  civic  affairs.  He  was  at  one  time  a  member 
the  Louisa  Fiscal  Court.  He  was  a  Mason.  At  one  time  he  was  Master  of  the 
cal  lodge.  He  passed  various  chairs  in  the  Louisa  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
eluding  that  of  high  priest. 
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Elizabeth  Lesley  Conley  was  a  devoted  mother  to  her  four  children,  a 
kind  neighbor  and  faithful  friend  to  those  in  need  of  friendship.  To  this 
day  there  are  still  those  who  speak  of  her  as  "the  best  woman  that  ever  lived". 
She  did  not  live  long  but  her  brief  span  on  this  earth  left  a  lasting  impression 
At  only  36  years  of  age  she  passed  away  on  January  25,  1882.  Her  infant  son. Jay 
Conley,  had  preceded  her  just  a  little  more  than  a  month  before  —  on  December 
29,1881. 

Mr.  Conley  remarried  three  years  after  Elizabeth’s  death.  His  wife  was  Mrs. 
Mary  Burgess,  a  widow.  Mr.  Conley  lived  to  be  72  years  of  age  and  died  on  May 
20,  1911. 

The  family  of  Elizabeth  Lesley  and  Asa  J.  Conley  consisted  of  four  children: 
Milton  Forrest  Conlev:  Martin  Leslie  Conlev:  Stella  Elizabeth  Conley:  and  Jay 
Conley. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  F.  Conley  and  children; 
Elizabeth,  Neil  and  Emily. 


Milton  Forest  Conley 


Milton  Forest  Conley  and  Willie  Burgess 


Milton  Forest  Conley,  the  eldest  of  the  three  children  of  Elizabeth  Leslie 
id  Asa  Johnson  Conley,  was  born  on  June  13,  1868  at  Louisa,  Lawrence  County, 
intucky.  The  greater  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in  this  beautiful  little 
iwn  on  the  banks  of  the  Big  Sandy  River.  He  attended  the  public  schools  in 
irly  boyhood  and  was  associated  in  an  important  capacity  with  every  phase  of 
is  development  during  the  ensuing  decades.  He  came  to  be  consistently  desig¬ 
ned  as  among  its  influential  and  representative  citizens. 

Mr.  Conley  was  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Big  Sandy  News,  the  oldest  and 
st  influential  newspaper  in  the  Valley.  He  was  cashier  of  the  Louisa  National 
nk,  one  of  the  most  substantial  financial  institutions  of  that  section  of  the 
ue  Grass  State.  He  was  a  man  of  broad  mental  ken,  mature  judgment,  utmost 
vie  loyalty  and  insistent  patriotism,  and  naturally  looked  to  for  leadership 
all  local  services. 

At  the  age  of  14,  Milt  Conley  was  bereft  of  his  mother.  The  experiences 
the  next  two  years  were  largely  responsible  for  the  shaping  of  his  career, 
sofar  as  it  related  to  the  newspaper  field  which  was  ever  his  first  interest 
d  to  which  he  was  devoted  in  spirit  even  after  more  of  his  time  was  given  to 
her  fields  of  endeavor.  At  the  death  of  his  mother  in  1882,  he  made  his  home 
r  some  two  years  with  his  Uncle  Bob  Leslie,  his  mother's  brother,  who  at  the 
me  was  publishing  a  newspaper  at  Prestonsburg,  Kentucky,  and  later  moved  the 
ant  to  Pikeville,  Ky.  As  expressed  by  an  earlier  historian  and  presumably  by 
It,  himself,  he  "was  favored  in  receiving  instruction  under  the  effective 
eceptorship  of  his  uncle,  R.  A.  E.  Leslie"  and  "at  14  years  of  age  he  initi- 
ed  an  apprenticeship  in  the  Prestonsburg  Banner." 

Shortly  after  the  owners  of  the  Banner  moved  their  operations  to  Pikeville, 
lit  returned  to  Louisa,  where  he  was  employed  during  the  following  year  as 
mpositor  and  general  assistant  in  the  office  of  the  Louisa  Index.  The  next 
ar  he  worked  as  a  clerk  in  a  store  at  $6  per  month.  In  1885,  he,  with  L.  B. 
Irguson,  purchased  the  plant  and  business  of  the  Louisa  Index,  paying  for  it 
18  monthly  installments.  The  name  of  the  paper  was  changed  to  "The  Big 
;ndy  News"  and  under  his  direction  became  the  leading  newspaper  of  Eastern  Ken- 
cky. 


In  1888  Mr.  Conley  became  a  member  of  the  Kentucky  State  Editors'  Associ- 
ion,  and  was  also  a  member  of  the  National  Editorial  Association.  He  was 
Inored  by  being  named  many  times  as  committeeman  to  attend  meetings  of  both 
ese  organizations.  He  was  perhaps  the  youngest  in  years  and  oldest  in  point 
i  service  of  all  the  editors  of  the  state  at  that  time.  Henry  Watterson,  the 
i an  of  newspaper  editors  in  the  state  in  that  era,  dubbed  him  the  "Baby  Editor". 

In  1901,  Mr.  Conley  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  Ashland  Daily  Independ- 
•t  and  was  editor  of  it  for  two  years.  During  that  period  he  also  was  part 
ner  of  the  Catlettsburg  Daily  Press,  and  the  Kentucky  Democrat.  He  divided 
Is  time  between  these  papers  and  the  Big  Sandy  News. 

In  1904  the  newspaper  plant  was  thoroughly  modernized.  Among  other  modern 
mhinery  which  was  installed  that  year  was  the  first  linotype  machine  to  be 
i;d  in  any  weekly  newspaper  in  Eastern  Kentucky.  Later,  additional  machines 
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were  installed,  and  the  paper  remained  continuously  the  leading  weekly  in  the 
state.  Mr.  Conley,  although  active  in  many  other  business  enterprises,  never 
lost  his  enthusiasm  and  interest  in  his  first  love,  journalism,  and  even  in 
later  years  devoted  every  Thursday  to  editorial  work. 

Mr.  Conley  always  gave  a  great  deal  of  credit  to  his  loyal  and  efficient 
staff  for  the  success  and  fine  quality  of  the  publication  issued  under  his 
management.  First  among  these  associates  was  his  sister,  Stella  Conley  (later 
Mrs.  McDougle),  who  was  his  loyal  and  able  assistant  during  most  of  the  years 
the  ownership  of  the  News  remained  in  his  hands. 

In  addition  to  those  already  mentioned,  Mr.  Conley  was  identified  with 
many  other  business  enterprises,  as  well  as  civic  and  educational  developments 
in  the  Big  Sandy  Valley.  He  was  on  the  original  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Big 
Sandy  Valley  Seminary,  at  Paintsville,  Kentucky,  and  remained  with  it  as  a 
trustee  after  its  name  had  been  changed,  at  his  suggestion,  to  that  of  the  John 
C.  C.  Mayo  College.  Other  educational  institutions  upon  whose  Boards  of  Trustees 
and  Directorates  he  was  active  through  the  years  included  the  Kentucky  Normal 
School  at  Louisa,  which  in  its  heyday  served  some  800  students  about  equally  di¬ 
vided  between  local  and  boarding  pupils.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Morris-Harvey  College  at  Barboursville,  West  Virginia. 

Mr.  Conley  served  under  Governor  McCreary  and  Governor  Fields  as  member  of 
the  Board  of  Charitable  Institutions  and  Commissioner  of  Penal  and  Charitable 
Institutions,  respectively.  It  was  a  long  and  wearing  train  trip  from  Louisa 
to  Frankfort,  but  Milt  Conley  never  complained.  It  must  be  remembered  that  he 
was  not  a  young  man  when  he  assumed  these  added  responsibilities.  When  he  re¬ 
signed  his  post  a  great  tribute  was  paid  to  him  by  all  the  leading  newspaper 
men  of  the  State  -  "In  the  resignation  of  Milton  F.  Conley,  of  Louisa,  as  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Public  Institutions,  which  became  effective  Monday,  the  public 
service  of  Kentucky  has  suffered  one  of  its  greatest  losses." 

Milton  Forest  Conley  was  married  in  June  1894  at  the  age  of  26  to  Willie 
Burgess,  daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Julia  (McClure)  Burgess,  of  a  nearby  farm¬ 
ing  community.  His  wife  was  a  graduate  of  Bellewood  Seminary  at  Anchorage, 
near  the  city  of  Louisville,  Ky. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conley  were  among  the  leaders  in  all  activities  in  social  and 
other  community  life  of  the  area,  and  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  South, 
he  being  Treasurer  of  the  Sunday  School  for  years,  as  well  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees. 

Mr.  Conley  died  on  February  29,  1940  after  many  years  of  illness,  the 
last  few  of  which  were  spent  at  the  home  of  his  son  in  Plainfield,  New  Jersey. 

Ke  was  buried  at  Louisa,  Ky. 

Mrs.  Conley  lived  for  some  time  in  the  home  of  her  daughter  at  Crewe,  Virginia 
and  assisted  in  the  care  of  her  grandchildren.  After  her  daughter’s  death  she 
resided  with  her  son  in  New  Jersey.  She  died  on  May  28,  1956  at  7:30  P.t.i. 
after  an  illness  of  a  few  years.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conley  were  buried  at 
Louisa,  Kentucky. 
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Neil  Burgess  Conley,  eldest  of  the  three  children  of  M.  F.  Conley  and 
lillie  Burgess  Conley,  was  born  at  Louisa,  Kentucky,  on  August  24,  1896.  He 
os  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Louisa;  graduated  from  Staunton  Military 
xademy  in  June  1915;  and  was  a  student  in  the  engineering  department  at  the 
diversity  of  Kentucky  at  the  outbreak  of  World  War  I.  He  enlisted  in  the 
Inited  States  Navy  and  trained  at  the  Great  Lakes  Training  Station,  near  Chica- 
o,  Illinois,  and  at  Pelham  Bay,  New  York.  The  Armistice  was  signed  two  weeks 
lefore  he  was  to  become  an  Ensign. 

Neil  began  his  business  career  with  the  Millers  Creek  Mining  Company  at 
iuxier,  Kentucky.  He  later  joined  the  National  Ultramarine  Co.  of  Cincinnati, 
ifiio,  and  became  President  of  it  in  1930.  The  next  year,  when  this  company 
/as  purchased  by  American  Cyanimid  Co.  of  New  York,  Neil  became  Manager  of  the 
Utramarine  Company  of  America,  in  New  York.  After  ten  years  in  that  capacity 
e  became  Manager  of  the  Resale  Dept,  of  Calco  Chemical  Division  where  he  re¬ 
tained  until  1954  when  he  was  promoted  to  Director  of  Sales,  lOrg an ic  Chemicals 
division,  American  Cyanamid  Co.  He  resides  in  Plainfield,  N.  J. 

On  October  10,  1928,  Neil  B.  Conley  and  Linda  Hackworth.  ivere  married  at 
helbyville,  Kentucky.  She  is  the  daughter  of  William  Smith  Hackworth  and 
lebecca  Secrest  Hackworth,  of  Shelbyville.  They  have  one  daughter,  Ann  Hack- 
forth  Conley,  born  May  27,  1932.  She  married  William  Greer  Kenney,  of  Chagrin 
alls,  Ohio,  on  June  19,  1954.  Ann  is  a  graduate  of  Mt.  Holyoke  College, South 
ladley,  Mass,  and  her  husband  graduated  from  Amherst  College,  Amherst,  Mass, 
ie  is  now  a  medical  student  at  Western  Reserve  College  of  Medicine  at  Cleveland, 
>hio.  Ann  is  teaching  in  the  elementary  schools  of  Chagrin  Falls,  a  suburb  of 
leveland.  Their  son,  Wn.  Greer  Kenney,  arrived  at  4:38  P.M.  Saturday  May  5,1956. 

Elizabeth  Leslie  Conley,  the  eldest  of  two  daughters  of  M.  F.  Conley 
nd  Willie  Burgess  Conley,  was  born  at  Louisa,  Kentucky,  on  November  8,  1899. 
fter  graduating  from  the  local  high  school,  she  attended  Ward-Belraont  College, 
lashville,  Tennessee,  as  well  as  Gunston  Hall  School  for  Girls  at  Washington, 

.  C.  She  was  married  in  September  1929  to  Beniamin  H.  Maben.  of  Blackstone, 
irginia.  Mr.  Maben  was  Assistant  Superintendent  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western  Rail- 
ay  Company.  The  family  resided  in  Roanoke,  Virginia,  and  was  later  transferred 
o  Crewe,  Virginia.  Mrs.  Maben  died  on  June  22,  1949,  and  is  buried  at  Louisa, 
er  husband  and  daughter  reside  at  Crewe.  The  daughter,  Elizabeth  Haynie  Maben. 
as  born  May  8,  1934,  at  Louisa,  Kentucky.  In  June  1955  she  graduated  from 
uke  University,  with  an  A.  B.  degree. 

Bnilv  Burgess  Conley,  the  younger  daughter  of  M.  F.  Conley,  was  born  at 
ouisa,  on  October  27,  1904.  She  attended  the  University  of  Kentucky  at  Lexing- 
on  and  took  a  Post  Graduate  course  at  Columbia  University,  New  York  City.  She 
as  married  at  Louisa  on  September  9,  1928,  to  Roll  and  P,  Wood,  the  son  of 
odney  P.  Wood,  of  Columbus,  Ohio.  Bnily  died  at  Beaumont,  Texas,  on  March  22, 
949,  and  is  buried  at  Louisa.  Mr.  Wood  is  an  engineer  with  the  Pure  Oil  Company 
f  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood's  only  child  is  Jane  Conley  Wood,  born  at  Park  Ridge, 
llinois,  February  29,  1932.  She  was  educated  there  and  at  Stevens  Institute, 
olumbia,  Missouri.  She  is  married  to  Claude  Ferguson,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
.  Ferguson,  of  Columbia,  Missouri.  They  live  at  Springfield.  Missouri,  where 
laude  is  employed  by  the  Kraft  Food  Company.  Claudia  Sue  Ferguson  b.  C-l-1955. 
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Martin  Lesl ie  Conley  and  Anna  Cecelia  Adams 

Martin  Leslie  Conley,  second  son  of  Rebecca  Elizabeth  Leslie  and  Asa 
Johnson  Conley,  was  born  April  23,  1871,  at  Louisa,  Kentucky.  He  was  left 
motherless  as  a  very  small  lad  and  for  a  time  attended  grade  school  taught 
by  his  Uncle  Robert  Leslie  at  Prestonsburg,  Ky.  During  that  period  he  lived 
with  his  uncle.  He  later  helped  his  brother.  Milt,  in  his  printing  office. 

He  then  attended  college  in  Lexington,  Kentucky,  where  he  paid  his  own  tuition 
by  working  during  vacations.  He  graduated  as  a  Civil  Engineer.  He  was,  truly, 
a  self-made  man. 

When  an  eastern  corporation  decided  to  open  up  the  rich  cannel  coal  fields 
in  Morgan  County,  Kentucky,  Mart  was  offered  a  job  as  Assistant  Engineer  to 
help  build  a  short-line  railroad  to  carry  the  coal  from  the  mines  to  the  Lex¬ 
ington  &  Eastern  Railroad,  later  called  the  L.  &  N.  R.  R.  for  shipment  to  many 
points,  even  as  far  away  as  South  America. 

When  this  27  miles  of  railway  was  completed.  Mart  was  made  Superintendent 
and  General  Manager  of  the  road,  which  was  called  the  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  or 
"0.  &  K".  He  was  asked  later  to  take  over  temporary  management  of  the  mines 
and  shouldered  that  responsibility  until  his  death.  The  mining  business  was 
called  the  "Kentucky  Block  Cannel  Coal  Company. 

There  was  no  town  or  village  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  mines  —  only 
an  apple  orchard,  which  later  gave  place  to  the  prosperous  little  town  of  Cannel 
City,  named  for  the  type  of  coal  mined  there.  Mart  had  charge  of  operations  in 
building  all  the  miners’  cottages,  which  housed  around  a  thousand  inhabitants, 
as  well  as  a  compresser  building,  a  round  house,  a  small  bank  (of  which  he  was 
the  first  President),  and  a  large  commissary  and  small  hotel.  All  these  duties 
were  too  much  for  any  one  man  and  he  died  of  a  cerebral  hemorrhage  at  the  age 
of  52  years.  This  occurred  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  September  24th  1922.  He  is 
buried  in  the  Calvary  Cemetery  at  that  place. 

Martin  Leslie  Conley  did  not  marry  until  he  was  past  thirty-two  years  of 
age,  but  was  finally  captured  by  a  lovely  nurse  who  cared  for  him  in  a  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  hospital.  He  was  there  as  result  of  an  injury  sustained  in  a  mine  accident 
at  Cannel  City.  This  nurse's  name  was  Anna  Cecelia  Adams,  who  was  born  January 
6,  1878,  at  Lebanon,  Kentucky. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conley  resided  at  Cannel  City  and  were  well -beloved  and  re¬ 
spected  by  all.  They  had  three  sons.  The  eldest,  Leslie  Raymond  Conley,  was 
born  January  6,  1905,  at  Cannel  City,  Kentucky.  Upon  his  return  from  college 
he  met  with  accidental  death  by  drowning  in  the  Ohio  River  on  September  2,  1929. 
He  is  buried  in  Calvary  Cemetery,  at  Cincinnati. 

Richard  Milton  Conley.  ("Dick”)  the  second  son,  was  born  November  20,  1912, 
at  Cincinnati.  He  attended  the  Cincinnati  grade  and  high  school,  and  the  Purdue 
University,  at  Lafayette,  Indiana.  He  received  a  B.  S.  degree  in  Mechanical 
Engineering  in  January  1936.  An  early  interest  in  aviation  led  him  to  Boeing 
School  of  Aeronautics,  Oakland  California,  for  additional  technical  training. 

He  learned  to  fly  in  1933,  and  in  1936  completed  all  requirements  for  and 
secured  a  Transport  Pilot's  License. 

Becoming  interested  in  the  problems  encountered  by  Pan  American  Airways 
in  their  efforts  to  establish  a  commercial  airline  across  the  Pacific  to  Asia 
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Dick"  went  to  work  for  that  company  in  1936.  His  work  with  Pan  American  re- 
luired  living  in  such  out  of  the  way  places  as  Guam,  Wake  Island,  Samoa, 
;ingapore,  Hongkong,  and  others.  He  was  living  with  his  wife  and  son  at  Pearl 
larbor  when  the  Japanese  attacked  on  December  7,  1941. 

For  several  years  the  Richard  Conley’s  have  been  living  in  Los  Angeles, 
alifornia,  where  Mr.  Conley  was  in  charge  of  the  compnay's  operations  in  that 
rea.  Recently,  however,  he  has  been  transferred  to  Honolulu,  and  has  again 
aken  his  family  to  that  city  for  residence. 

"Dick"  Conley  was  married  on  April  5,  1938, at  Lafayette,  Indiana,  to 
ildred  Leah  Fitch.  They  have  one  son:  Walter  Leslie  Conley,  born  February  15, 
941,  at  Honolulu,  T.  H. ;  and  two  daughters:  Linda  Lorinq  Conley,  born  May  9, 

944,  at  San  Francisco,  California;  and  Cecelia  Ann  Conley,  born  May  3,  1949, 
t  Los  Angeles,  California. 

Martin  Leslie  Conley.  Jr.,  born  October  28,  1915,  at  Cincinnati, Ohio, 
as  christened  "Martin  Eugene".  His  name  was  changed  to  "Martin  Leslie"  in 
amilton  County  Superior  Court,  Cincinnati,  in  1934.  Mart  is  unmarried. 

Martin  L.  Conley  attended  grade  and  high  school  in  Cincinnati,  and  the 
allege  of  Engineering  at  the  University  of  Cincinnati.  He  was  first  employed 
i  the  Photogravure  Department  of  the  Cincinnati  Enquirer.  In  1939  he  left 
a  enter  the  ice  cream  business  in  Los  Angeles  with  Will  Wright  whose  name  the 
isiness  bears. 

On  October  1,  1942,  Mart  joined  the  U.  S.  Navy  and  served  in  the  South 
icific  and  Philippine  Island  area  as  a  Radar  Technician.  He  was  discharged 
icember  23,  1945. 

The  ice  cream  business  was  re-opened  by  Mart  and  Will  Wright  and  now  has 
ve  retail  outlets  in  Los  Angeles,  Beverly  Hills,  and  Hollywood,  and  employs 
•out  100  persons.  Mart  is  Secretary-Treasurer  and  Production  Manager  of  the 
isiness:  Will  Wright  Ice  Cream  Company,  with  offices  and  factory  in  Hollywood, 
ilifornia. 

Mrs.  Anna  Conley  makes  her  home  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  A  year  or  more  ago, 
tile  visiting  her  sons  in  Los  Angeles,  she  suffered  a  fall  from  which  she  still 
iffers,  although  she  has  recovered  sufficiently  to  return  to  her  home. 
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Stella  Elizabeth  Conley 
(later  Mrs.  Chas.  McDougle) 


Stella  Elizabeth  Conley,  daughter  of  Elizabeth  Leslie  Conley,  was  born 
at  Louisa,  Kentucky,  August  25,  1875,  where  she  spent  the  first  years  of  her 
childhood.  Her  mother  passed  away  when  Stella  was  six  or  seven  years  of  age 
and  she  was  taken  into  the  home  of  her  mother's  sister  at  Hager  Hill,  Kentucky. 
There  she  attended  the  public  school  and  was  trained  by  her  Aunt  Araminta  in 
all  the  household  arts  and  duties,  a  training  she  never  tired  of  extolling. 

She  was  loved  by  her  foster  parents  as  one  of  their  own,  and  said  just  before 
her  death  that  they  never  gave  her  an  unkind  word.  Her  first  public  work  was 
teaching,  for  which  she  was  not  adapted.  Then,  she  had  business  training  in 
Roanoke,  Virginia,  and  another  term  at  Nashville,  Tennessee.  When  prepared, 
she  was  employed  by  her  brother,  Milton  F.  Conley,  as  a  worker  on  his  news¬ 
paper.  She  served  also  as  clerk  in  her  father's  jewelry  store  at  Louisa,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  She  was  very  efficient  in  both  capacities. 

In  later  life,  Stella  Conley  was  married  on  June  20,  1924  to  C.  0.  McDouale 
a  traveling  salesman  of  Maysville,  Kentucky.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDougle  occupied  the 
old  Conley  house  on  Lock  Avenue,  Louisa,  and  made  it  truly  a  home  for  all  who 
entered  there.  Throughout  all  the  years,  the  ties  of  Hager  Hill  in  Johnson 
County  were  not  broken.  Regular  visits  to  Aunt  Minta's  were  kept  up,  and  when 
she  was  stricken,  Aunt  Minta's  "girls"  were  called  to  watch  with  those  she 
loved  til  the  end  came.  She  died  in  Riverview  Hospital,  Louisa,  November  30, 
1945.  It  was  said  of  her  by  some  of  her  close  neighbors  that  she  was  a  "Queen 
among  Women"  and  those  who  knew  her  best  can  attest  to  the  truth  of  that  descrip¬ 
tion.  The  entire  life  of  Stella  Conley  McDougle  was  like  a  Benediction  —  and 
it  will  be  a  hundred  years  before  her  place. can  be  filled." 
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Amos  S.  Leslie  ("Uncle  Bud")  in  late  so's. 


Sallie  Celia  Leslie  before  her 


marr  lage 


AMOS  S.  LESLIE 


(Fourth  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Son  of  Martin) 

He  was  christened  Amos  Solomon  Stamper  Lesley  and  his  birth  was  so  re¬ 
corded  by  his  mother  in  her  Family  Bible.  The  date  was  January  7,1850.  He 
dropped  one  of  the  S*s  (no  one  knew  which)  in  his  formal  signature.  He  was 
known  as  "Bud"  by  his  close  associates  and  as  "Uncle  Bud"  by  the  youngsters. 
We  are  indebted  to  his  niece,  Mrs.  Ruth  Conley  Fairchild,  for  the  accompany¬ 
ing  sketch. 


UNCLE  BUD 

Picture  a  man,  tall  and  spare  of  build,  after  the  Leslie  pattern, 
with  merry  brown  eyes,  and  a  wealth  of  wavy  black  hair,  high  cheek 
bones  and  broad  forehead.  And  you  can  imagine  you  see  Amos  Leslie, 
eldest  son  of  Martin  and  Sarah  Leslie.  He  was  born  January  7,  1850. 

He  would  need  no  introduction  to  the  residents  of  Johnson  Coun¬ 
ty,  Kentucky,  for  he  lived  among  them  for  more  than  half  a  century, 
and  was  more  familiarly  known  as  "Bud”.  He  had  three  names  and  set¬ 
tled  for  the  nickname.  His  time  was  spent  in  cultivating  his  little 
hill  and  valley  farm,  which  provided  well  for  his  family  of  four, as 
he  was  an  excellent  manager.  He  took  great  pride  in  the  crops  of  corn, 
vegetables,  and  cane;  was  a  good  weather  prophet  and  watched  for  the 
signs  of  rain,  wind  and  sunshine.  He  was  not  often  far  wrong  in  his 
prophecies.  He  produced  his  own  sorghum,  and  always  had  home-cured 
meat  in  the  smokehouse. 

Uncle  Bud  always  had  a  cheery  greeting  for  the  passer-by,  and 
was  ever  eager  to  know  the  happenings  of  the  day.  He  was  a  kind  fa¬ 
ther  and  good  neighbor.  One  peculiarity  was  that  no  matter  how  warm 
the  day,  when  nightful  came  he  would  kindle  a  fire  on  the  hearth.  He 
was  an  ardent  lover  of  the  Church,  and  helped,  with  his  own  hands  to 
build  the  old  Methodist  Chapel  at  Hager  Hill  and  made  it  part  of  his 
business  to  see  that  the  building  was  kept  in  repair,  as  long  as  he 
was  able  to  see  about  it,  personally. 

Possessing  a  great  fondness  for  children  he  made  their  days  hap¬ 
pier  by  his  patience  and  cheerful  attitude  toward  them.  Some  now  liv¬ 
ing  were  children,  then,  and  have  vivid  recollections  of  playing  all 
around  the  home;  they  can  all  but  smell  again  the  perfume  from  the  li¬ 
lacs  and  honeysuckles,  with  which  the  house  was  surrounded  —  to  say 
nothing  of  the  tantalizing  fragrance  of  fresh  honey,  just  taken  from 
the  hive. 

He  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age  and  left  to  his  family  and  close  rela¬ 
tives  an  inheritance  of  fond  memories.  Truly,  "Uncle  Bud"  could  be 
called  the  "Salt  of  the  earth."  When  he  was  well  along  in  years  he 
lost  one  of  his  eyes.  He  was  a  sufferer  from  hay  fever  and  it  had 
weakened  him  so  that  he  was  unable  to  withstand  the  attack  of  pneumonia 
which  took  him  from  us  on  Tuesday,  January  29,  1924. 
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Amos  Leslie  ivas  married  in  early  life  to  Amanda  Conley  and  to  this  union 
were  born  two  daughters : 

Mvrtie  Elizabeth  Leslie. born  August  26,  1374,  lived  her  entire  life  on 
the  farm  where  she  was  born.  She  loved  the  farm  and  the  home.  As  a  young 
woman  she  was  giftdd  in  needle  work  and  sewing  of  all  types.  She  was  very 
intelligent  and  very  positive  in  her  views.  She  had  a  kind  heart,  loved  the 
beauty  of  the  out-of-doors,  particularly  the  flowers  which  she  cultivated 
and  passed  along  freely  to  those  she  loved.  She  passed  away  in  1952  at  the 
age  of  73,  and  is  buried,  as  she  had  lived,  "by  the  side  of  the  road"  near 
her  home. 

Sallie  Celia  Leslie. named  for  her  two  grandmothers,  was  born  at  Hager 
Hill,  Kentucky,  on  May  24,  1830,  and  spent  the  greater  part  of  her  life  in 
that  vicinity,  ^he  was  outstanding  as  a  student  in  the  public  schools  and 
as  a  Christian  worker  in  the  Methodist  Chapel  near  her  home.  She  and  her 
father  were  inseparable  companions  and  she  cared  for  her  invalid  mother 
devotedly.  She  was  married  on  Sept.  4,  1912  to  Robert  Rice  of  Ivyton, Kentucky, 
son  of  Martin  V.  and  Nancy  Whitaker  Rice.  Her  husband  was  born  Feb. 2, 1833.  He 
was  a  farmer  and  a  carpenter,  and  did  much  fine  cabinet  work. 

There  were  five  children:  The  two  sons  served  in  the  Armed  Forces;  a 
daughter  earned  a  college  degree  and  is  a  teacher  in  a  Mission  school  and 
an  enthusiastic  church  worker.  The  other  two  daughters  are  married,  have 
families  and  now  reside  in  Ohio  and  Michigan. 

The  Rice  home  was  located  in  "The  Narrows"  between  Paintsville  and  Van 
Lear,  ar.d  the  view  up  the  Big  Sandy  River  from  their  door  is  breathtaking  in 
its  beauty.  After  an  illness  of  two  years,  Sallie  passed  away  on  May  16, 

1953,  a  few  days  before  her  73rd  birthday.  She  is  buried  on  the  farm  where 
she  grew  up  on  Lick  Fork  of  Jennies  Creek,  Johnson  County,  Ky.  Although 
she  had  many  hardships  to  endure,  Sallie  kept  her  optimism  and  faith  till 
the  end  of  her  life.  Her  family  and  neighbors  rise  up  to  call  her  blessed. 

The  daily  sacrifice  of  self  as  shone  forth  in  the  life  of  Sallie  Leslie  Rice 
could  not  be  overdrawn. 


A  tribute  to  Sallie  Leslie  Rice,  written  by  a  friend  who  knew  her  only 
a  short  while  during  her  last  illness  is  gratefully  acknowledged  and  follows 
herewith: 


SALLIE  LESLIE  .RICE 

"Who  can  find  a  virtuous  woman?  for  her  price  is  far  above  rubies. 
...  She  looketh  well  to  the  ways  of  her  household,  and  eateth  not 
the  bread  of  idleness."  Proverbs  31:  10,27. 

Solomon  might  well  have  been  speaking  about  Sallie  Leslie  Rice. 
At  an  early  age  she  united  with  the  Methodist  Church  of  which  she 
remained  a  member  until  her  death.  In  her  youth  she  derived  much 
pleasure  from  working  and  serving  in  the  church  which  she  loved. 

She  was  a  lover  ofhome  and  truly  looked  well  to  the  ways  of  her 
household.  She  labored  diligently  to  provide  for  her  family  and 
was  willing  to  make  many  sacrifices  in  order  that  her  children 
might  have  an  education.  She  had  attended  the  country  school  near 
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her  home,  taught  for  a  short  time  before  her  marriage,  and  through¬ 
out  her  life  remained  a  staunch  friend  and  defender  of  education. 

Sal  lie  was  not  content  merely  to  work  hard  and  provide  for  the 
physical  necessities  of  her  family,  but  she  was  a  lover  of  beauty 
and  found  joy  in  growing  flowers  and  sharing  their  beauty  with  neigh¬ 
bors  and  friends.  She  possessed  a  sense  of  humor  which  enabled  her 
and  others  to  see  the  "sunny  side"  of  trying  and  difficult  situations. 
Not  only  did  this  characteristic  help  her  to  "keep  her  chin  up"  but  it 
also  provided  an  inspiration  for  others  to  persevere. 

In  May  1951  Mrs.  Rice  suffered  a  stroke  of  paralysis  which  left 
her  paralyzed  on  her  left  side.  During  the  two  years  of  her  invalid¬ 
ism  she  bore  her  suffering  with  patience  and  humility,  and  was  deeply 
appreciative  of  any  kindnesses  shown  by  friends  or  loved  ones.  Short¬ 
ly  after  she  became  ill  she  was  removed  by  her  eldest  daughter  to  the 
Mountain  Mission  School  at  Grundy,  Virginia,  where  she  cared  for  her 
until  death  claimed  her  on  May  16,  1953.  One  who  knew  her  well  is 
authority  for  the  statement:  "To  know  her  was  to  love  her."  Of  one 
deserving  such  a  tribute,  we  can  truly  say:  "Her  price  is  far  above 
rubies." 


Written  by:  A  Friend.  (Miss  Minnie  Grannert,  Teacher, 
Mountain  Mission  School) 


Family  of  Sallie  Leslie  and  Robert  Rice 


Their  children: 

Thelma  Rice,  born  January  10,  1914.  Was  educated  at  Paintsville  and 
Van  Lear,  Kentucky,  and  at  Kentucky  Christian  College,  Grayson,  Kentucky, 
majoring  in  Religious  Education  in  which  she  received  an  A.  B.  degree  in 
1941.  She  first  accepted  a  teaching  position  at  Mountain  Mission  School, 
Grundy,  Virginia,  and  taught  three  years.  Returned  to  Kentucky  Christian 
for  two  years  where  she  was  dietitian.  She  is  now  back  at  Mountain  Mis¬ 
sion  School  as  a  year-round  worker.  She  teaches  6th  and  7th  Grades;  teach¬ 
es  Sunday  School;  makes  talks  over  the  radio;  and  almost  every  summer  spends 
much  time  sewing  for  the  school.  She  is  also  one  of  those  who  can  always  be 
called  upon  for  the  work  in  the  summer  camps  for  the  children. 

Clarence  Rice,  born  Jaunary  7,  1915,  at  Jenkins,  Kentucky,  was  married 
January  7,  1946  to  Lora  Marie  Tavlor.  of  Paintsville,  Kentucky,  who  was  born 
March  30,  1919,  the  daughter  of  David  Taylor  and  Mary  Hampton  Taylor.  They 
reside  in  Paintsville,  Kentucky,  where  Clarence  is  employed  at  the  F.  S. 
Vanhoose  Lumber  Yard.  He  served  in  the  armed  forces  in  World  War  II.  Their 
children:  Wendolvn  Cheryl  Rice  now  8  years  of  age;  and  David  Robert  Rice  (de 
ceased). 

Christine  Rice,  born  February  26,  1916,  was  employed  in  the  postal  ser 
vice  before  marriage  on  September  7,  1946,  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  to  Earnest 
L.  Grimes,  born  at  Pence  Springs,  West  Virginia,  July  23,  1916  the  son  of 
Patrick  Grimes  and  Mae  Fleshman  Grimes.  They  have  no  children. 
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Irene  Rice,  born  Jaunary  16,  1922,  was  married  in  Monroe,  Michigan,  on 
January  6,  1950,  to  William  J.  Phillips,  who  was  born  March  28,  1918,  in 
Scott  County,  Tennessee.  They  reside  in  Detroit,  Michigan.  Their  children 
are:  Roger  Dean  and  Linda  Sue  Phillips.  Her  husband  was  the  son  of  Howard 
and  Lillie  Phillips.  His  mother  is  deceased. 

Willard  Rice,  born  Sept.  28,  1919,  at  Hager  Hill,  Ky.,  was  married  Feb. 
23,  1946,  at  Paintsville,  Ky.  to  Cloteen  Clark,  who  was  born  on  Sept.  9,1925, 
at  Odds,  Kentucky,  the  daughter  of  John  Logan  Clark  and  Maggie  Wells.  Their 
children  are  Kenneth  Eugene  Rice  and  Robert  Logan  Rice.  They  reside  on  the 
farm  which  formerly  belonged  to  his  maternal  grandfather,  Amos  Leslie.  Wil¬ 
lard  is  agent  for  and  travels  out  of  Paintsville,  Kentucky,  for  the  Common¬ 
wealth  Life  Insurance  Company,  Louisville,  Kentucky.  He  had  51  months  of 
service  with  the  Army  Air  Force  during  World  War  II,  and  was  released  from 
active  duty  from  Drew  Field,  Tampa,  Florida,  on  December  3,  1945,  along  with 
upwards  of  2,300  men  separated  that  day  from  that  station.  He  was  a  1st  Lt. 
During  his  period  of  service  he  was  Line  Chief  with  the  95th  Bomb  Group  in 
the  E.A.M.E.  Theater  of  Operation.  He  received  his  commision  in  Harham, Eng¬ 
land.  Appreciation  for  his  services  was  expressed  in  a  message  from  Bri¬ 
gadier  General  Y.  H.  Taylor,  Commanding  General  of  Drew  Field,  stating:  The 
Army  Air  Force  deeply  appreciate  your  service.  You  have  helped  to  make  it 
possible  for  the  aerial  combat  arm  to  contribute  inneasurably  to  Victory." 
(Paintsville  Herald:  Dec.  3,  1945). 


View  "up  Sandy"  at  the  "Narrows"  from 
Sallie's  dooryard. 
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Dr.  and  Mrs.  M.  S.  Leslie  - 
Their  Wedding  Picture:  1884 


MARTIN  SAMUEL  LESLIE 


(Fourth  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Son  of  Martin) 

Martin  Samuel  Leslie  was  the  second  son  of  Martin  and  Sarah  B.  (Auxier) 
.esley  and  the  third  of  their  five  children.  He  was  born  March  19,  1852  and 
ms  reared  on  the  farm.  He  was  slightly  taller  and  of  a  more  slender  physique 
;han  his  younger  brother,  Robert,  but  not  quite  so  tall  or  large  as  his  elder 
jrother,  Amos  (Bud).  His  eyes  were  brown  and  his  hair  not  so  dark  as  his 
mothers'  nor  quite  so  light  as  that  of  his  father. 

For  a  year  or  two,  Martin  Samuel  Leslie  taught  in  the  rural  schools  of 
’ike  County.  In  1878  he  accompanied  his  mother  and  younger  brother  to  Lex- 
ngton,  Kentucky,  where  both  young  men  entered  the  University.  Martin  Samuel 
ms  to  study  medicine,  and  Robert,  the  law.  Both  also  attended  the  College 

>f  the  Bible  and  took  some  work  in  the  arts  and  sciences. 

Transylvania  University's  Medical  School  was  the  "first  in  the  West"  and 

luring  the  period  1799-1857  (58  years)  progressed  from  leeching  and  purging 

into  the  beginnings  of  scientific  investigation,  the  forerunner  of  modern  med¬ 
icine.  During  the  interim,  however,  the  medical  school  had  fallen  on  rather 
jnstable  days.  Fluctuating  between  several  Kentucky  cities,  including  Harrods- 
jurg,  Louisville,  and  others,  it  had  again  returned  to  Lexington  for  a  few  years, 
including  the  period  1878  and  1879  when  M.  S.  Leslie  attended  it. 

The  various  colleges  of  Transylvania  University,  while  retaining  their 
individual  identities,  were  at  this  time  being  merged  under  the  one  name, 
Jniversity  of  Kentucky.  A  few  years  later  the  medical  department  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Louisville  and  has  remained  as  the  medical  department  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Louisville.  M.  S.  Leslie  may  have  studied  for  a  short  time  in  Louis- 
/ille,  but  in  1880  he  graduated  from  the  Ohio  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati. 

!e  was  a  member  of  the  Scioto  County  (Ohio)  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  Leslie  practiced  for  two  years  in  Lexington  and  then  located  in  the 
ittle  town  of  Greenup,  Kentucky,  on  the  Ohio.  He  returned  to  Lexington  to 
aarry  on  October  14,  1884  Miss  Florence  D.  Hunt,  of  that  city.  Greenup  was 
’.heir  home  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

Miss  Hunt  was  the  daughter  of  John  M.  Hunt  and  Hulda  Cassell  Hunt,  of 
•'ayette  County,  and  was  born  on  December  30,  1859.  She  received  her  early 
?ducation  in  the  schools  and  academies  of  Lexington. 

Both  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Leslie  were  members  of  the  Greenup  Methodist  Episcopal 
fhurch  and  were  active  in  its  affairs,  as  well  as  prominent  in  civic  and  com- 
mnity  activities. 

In  1898,  Dr.  Leslie  received  from  the  Kentucky  Board  of  Pharmacy  (J.  W. 
'owler,  President)  Certificate  No.  1336  by  which  he  was  enrolled  as  a  "Reg¬ 
istered  Pharmacist  entitled  to  keep  open  shop  for  compounding  and  dispensing 
;he  prescriptions  of  Medical  Practitioners  and  for  the  sale  of  Medicine  and 
’oisons."  He  established  ’’Leslie's  Drugstore"  which  has  since  that  time  been 
:ontinously  in  operation  under  the  supervision  of  some  member  or  members  of 
lis  immediate  family.  Although  he  always  remained  ready  to  answer  the  call 
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for  a  doctor’s  services,  he  gave  a  great  deal  of  his  time  and  attention  to 
the  drug  store.  He  also  was  appointed  a  pension  examiner  during  Cleveland’s 
last  administration.  This  fact  gives  a  clue  to  his  politics  and  of  course 
indicates  that  he  adhered  to  the  Leslie  Family  Party  (the  Democratic  Party). 

Dr.  Leslie  djed. suddenly  on  the  night  of  February  17,  1904,  and  is  buried 
in  Riverside  Cemetery,  which  is  on  a  high  hill  back  of  the  town  of  Greenup, 
overlooking  the  Ohio  River.  He  was  only  52  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  His  four  sons  (he  had  no  daughters)  ranged  in  age  from  four  to  sixteen 
years. 


Ralph  Hunt  Leslie,  born  January  2,  1888,  was  the  eldest  of  the  four 
sons  of  Martin  Samuel  Leslie  and  Florence  Hunt  Leslie.  He  was  only  16  years 
of  age  when  his  father  died  but  soon  thereafter  undertook  the  management  of 
the  drug  store  which  his  father  had  established.  He  became  a  Registered  Pharma¬ 
cist.  Later,  when  the  store  was  sold  to  his  two  younger  brothers,  Sam  Thurman 
Leslie  and  Phillip  Jones  Leslie,  Ralph  opened  a  retail  furniture  store  in  Green¬ 
up  which  he  owned  until  1954.  He  was  married  on  November  3,  1909,  to  Mattie 
Collins,  also  of  Greenup.  They  have  one  daughter,  Lois,  born  December  28,1914. 

Lois  Leslie  is  a  very  successful  business  woman  and  is  active  in 
many  community  affairs.  She  has  held  many  responsible  positions  in  the  Kentucky 
Federation  of  Women's  Clubs,  of  which  she  was  recently  appointed  district  chair¬ 
man  of  publicity.  She  was  formerly  district  junior  chairman  and  is  a  charter 
member  of  the  Greenup  Junior  Women's  Club. 

Samuel  Thurman  Leslie,  born  November  21,  1895.  He  was  married  on 
June  10,  1925  to  Jeannette  Cole. daughter  of  William  Throop  Cole  and  Jeannette 
Reid  Cole,  of  Greenup.  Jeannette  was  born  June  29,  1902.  They  had  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Barbara  Jane  Leslie,  born  November  15,  1927;  Their  first-born  died  as  a 
small  child.  Florence  Reid  Leslie,  born  February  11,  1934;  and  William  Hunt 
Leslie,  born  September  8,  1936.  The  son  is  now  attending  Duke  University  and 
the  daughter  is  at  home. 

Together  with  his  younger  brother,  Philip  Jones  Leslie  (recently  deceased) 
Samuel  Thurman  Leslie  has  owned  and  operated  the  Leslie  Drug  Store  in  Greenup 
for  many  years.  He  is  a  Registered  Pharmacist.  Among  the  more  serious  avoca¬ 
tions  of  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leslie  is  the  restoration  of  fine  old  homes.  Among 
those  which  they  have  restored  are  the  Octagon  House  and  the  house  where  they 
now  live,  known  as  the  Major  John  C.  Kouns  House. 

Robert  Gladstone  Leslie,  born  December  23,  1897,  after  graduating 
from  Greenup  High  School  attended  Staunton  Military  Academy,  Staunton,  Virginia, 
for  one  year,  and  graduated  from  the  University  of  Louisville,  School  of  Den¬ 
tistry,  in  1921,  with  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery.  In  August  1942 
he  enlisted  in  the  Army  Dental  Corps  as  Captain  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Major.  He  was  discharged  from  the  Service  in  February  1946. 

On  April  5,  1945,  Robert  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Boehm,  of  Lake  Worth, 
Florida.  He  is  at  present  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  dentistry  at 
Ashland,  Kentucky, 
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Philip  Jones  Leslie,  youngest  of  the  four  sons  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 

Martin  Samuel  Leslie,  of  Greenup,  Kentucky,  was  born  October  24,  1900.  He 
was  only  four  when  his  father  passed  away.  Educated  in  the  local  public 
schools,  he  entered  into  partnership  with  his  brother,  Samuel  Thurman  Leslie, 
in  the  Leslie  Drug  Company.  He  was  married  in  1920  (December  3)  to  Edith  Ray 
Doran,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Doran  and  Helen  Moore  Wills  Doran.  They  have  two 
children  and  four  grandchildren. 

Philip  was  active  in  all  matters  looking  to  the  improvement  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  Among  the  projects  in  which  he  was  vitally  interested  were  the  Green¬ 
up  County  Park,  especially  its  summer  recreation  program;  the  Greenup  Lions 
Club  and  such  of  its  programs  as  Greenbo  Lake.  For  years  he  was  chairman  of 
the  Greenup  County  Easter  Seal  campaign,  to  which  he  gave  not  only  his  money 
but  his  time  and  his  not  inconsiderable  abilities.  He  was  an  active  member 
of  the  Greenup  Methodist  Church;  and  Masonic  Lodge  89  of  Greenup. 

In  the  late  evening  of  July  8,  1954,  Philip  slipped  away  to  the  Great 
Beyond,  much  as  his  father  had  done,  after  a  busy  day  at  his  place  of  business 
and  the  early  evening  hours  spent  at  a  meeting  of  the  Lions  Club.  That  evening 
he  had  made  report  of  the  success  of  the  July  5th  raf fling-off  a  boat  and  motor 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Club’s  Greenbo  Lake  project.  He  was  just  31j  months 
short  of  54  years  of  age  at  his  death.  He  is  buried  in  Riverview  Cemetery, 
Greenup. 

James  Robert  Leslie,  born  April  5,  1926,  in  Ironton,  Ohio,  was 
married  on  July  20,  1946  to  Doris  Anne  Cole,  daughter  of  Beatrice  Lyon  and 
Adolphus  Bruce  Cole,  of  Chatham  County,  N.  C.  Her  father,  whoivas  an  employee 
of  the  N.  C.  State  Highway  Department,  is  deceased,  and  her  mother  lives  in 
Ashland,  Kentucky.  Doris  was  born  at  Van  Lear,  Kentucky,  October  11,  1926. 

Their  children  are;  Philip  Bruce  Leslie,  born  June  24,  1947;  and  Anne  Elaine 
Leslie,  born  November  16,  1950,  both  in  the  Ironton,  Ohio,  hospital. 

James  Robert  Leslie  is  employed  at  First  &  Peoples  Bank,  of  Greenup,  Ky. 

As  was  his  father,  he  is  active  in  civic  affairs.  In  1954  he  was  elected  to 
the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Tri-State  Chapter  of  American  Institute  of  Bank¬ 
ing,  as  well  as  to  a  two-year  term  as  member  of  the  Greenup  City  Council,  and 
one-year  each  to  the  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce  as  President  and  the  Green¬ 
up  Lions  Club  as  director.  He  is  one  of  three  members  of  the  Greenup  High 
School  Athletic  Association;  1954  Chairman  of  Greenup  County  Cancer  Society, 
and  also  of  Greenup  County  Boys  Scouts  of  America.  He  is  "Jimmie  Bob”  to 
family  and  friends. 

Mary  Aliss  Leslie,  born  December  25,  1928,  was  married  on  Decem¬ 
ber  3,  1947  to  Riley  Frederick  Stultz.  the  son  of  Thomas  Joseph  and  Jessie 
Stultz,  formerly  an  employe  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railway  Co.,  but  now  re¬ 
tired  and  living  in  Flatwoods,  Kentucky.  Riley  Frederick  Stultz  was  born  at 
Selma,  Virginia,  on  March  21,  1925.  He  is  an  employee  of  the  Kentucky  State 
Highway  Department.  They  have  two  children:  David  Riley  Stultz. born  February 
12,  1949;  and  Thomas  Joseph  Stultz. born  July  28,  1951,  both  in  the  Ironton, 

Ohio,  hospital.  They  live  in  Greenup,  Ky. 
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Florence  Hunt  Leslie 


Florence  Hunt  Leslie,  born  at  Lexington  December  30, 1859, was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  M.  and  Hulda  Cassell  Hunt.  She  received  her  education  in  the 
schools  and  academies  at  Lexington.  As  was  her  husband,  she  was  prominent 
in  civic,  church,  and  community  activities  in  Greenup  and  the  surrounding 
area.  After  Dr.  Leslie's  death  she  did  not  relax  these  activities.  Indeed, 
she  doubled,  even  quadrupled  them  through  the  years.  Their  sons  have  consist¬ 
ently  followed  in  their  footsteps  and  are  among  the  most  loved  and  respected 
citizens  of  the  community. 

A  member  of  the  Greenup  M.  E.  Church  she  not  only  attended  services  reg¬ 
ularly  throughout  her  life  so  long  as  she  was  physically  able,  but  was  a 
leader  in  all  its  Christian  activities.  She,  too,  was  a  very  genial  and 
friendly  person  and  held  the  high  esteem,  nay  love,  of  friends  and  neighbors. 

Florence  Leslie  was  a  very  handsome  woman,  beautiful  to  many  of  those 
who  knew  her  best,  albeit  rather  awe-inspiring  to  many  of  us  youngsters  who 
received  the  impact  of  the  penetrating  (though  always  kind)  glance  from  her 
beautiful  brown  eyes.  She  died  after  a  lingering  illness  on  July  10,  1946. 

Both  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Leslie  are  buried  in  Riverside  Cemetery  on  a  high  hill  over¬ 
looking  the  sleepy  little  town  of  Greenup  and  the  ever  rolling  and  oft-over¬ 
flowing  Ohio. 

The  cemetery  itself  is  almost  a  monument  to  her  memory  as  it  is  due  in 
large  part  to  her  untiring  and  unceasing  efforts  that  the  cemetery  was  made 
possible  and  has  become  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  best-kept  of  the  family 
burying  grounds  in  the  smaller  communities  of  the  state.  Her  children  and 
grandchildren  are  among  the  leaders  who  are  still  constantly  improving  and 
adding  to  its  facilities.  The  fairly  recently  established  practice  of  "Clean¬ 
up  Week"  immediately  preceding  Memorial  Day  with  its  impressive  ceremonies  was 
inaugurated  , or  at  least  inspired. by  her  unflagging  efforts  toward  proper  pre¬ 
servation  of  the  grounds. 

Since  the  death  of  Mrs.  Leslie  the  spot  has  been  made  more  accesible  by 
the  building  of  . a  paved  road  all  the  way  to  the  top,  so  that  even  in  the  worst 
weather  cars  may  easily  reach  the  summit.  Formerly,  there  were  times  when 
even  the  horse-and-wagon  mode  of  conveyance  could  not  be  used  and  resort  had 
to  be  made  to  the  hand  carrying  method  for  transporting  earthly  remains  to 
their  final  resting  place.  This  road  was  built  as  result  of  combined  community 
effort  under  the  chairmanship  of  her  youngest  son,  Phil,  who  has  quite  recently 
passed  away  at  an  early  age. 

The  four  sons  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Leslie  were  all  born  at  Greenup  and  need¬ 
less  to  say  were  the  pride  and  joy  of  their  parents'  hearts;  and  the  center  of 
all  their  hopes  and  dreams.  Although  they  were  left  fatherless  at  the  ages  of 
4  to  16  years,  they  were  the  fortunate  recipients  of  superb  guidance  from  their 
mother  and  were  blessed  by  her  presence  until  she  reached  the  age  of  86. 

With  the  aid  of  16-year  old  "Ralphie",  "Aunt  Fornie",  or  "Miss"  as  she  was 
more  often  called  even  by  her  own  children  and  grandchildren,  carried  on  for 
many  years  the  drug  and  pharmacy  business  established  by  Dr.  Leslie.  As  the 
younger  boys  grew  up  they,  too,  entered  the  family  business,  so  that  from  the 
date  of  its  beginnings  until  the  present  it  has  been  in  the  hands  of  one  or 
more  of  the  family. 
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(behind  the  baby);  Sam,  and  Mrs.  Jones. 


Ground  Broken  For  Greenup  Dam 


Representative  Thomas  A.  Jenkins  of  Ohio’s  Tenth  District  turns  the  first  shove 
ful  of  earth  at  ground-breaking  ceremonies  yesterday  for  the  new  $62,000,000  Ohi 
River  navigation  dam  near  Greenup.  In  background,  from  left,  are  Presiden 
James  Robert  Leslie  of  the  Greenup  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Ashland  Ai 
torney  John  T.  Diederich,  and  Colonel  George  T.  Derby,  Huntington  District  eng 
neer  for  the  U.  S.  Engineers.  The  Greenup  Jaycees  were  sponsors  of  the  ceremonies 


and  Mrs.  R.A.E.  Leslie  on  their  Virginia  farm,  which  Mr.  Leslie  re-named 
^ame  Duck".  The  significance  of  this  name  will  of  course  be  readily  under- 
:ood  by  all  those  who  are  familiar  with  what  happens  to  "Lame  Duck"  Congress- 
?n.  Washington,  D.C.  is  full  of  them. 


Mrs.  English  E.  Larson 
her  husband  ar.d  baby 
at  Lame  Duck 


Mrs.  Thos.  E.  Scott 
(nee  June  Leslie) 


Mrs.  Leslie  Scott  Adkins 


Guy  Womack  Leslie 


Ethel  Leslie 


R.  A.  E.  Leslie 
Off  to  Texas  1884 


Molly  Womack  -  1877 


R.A.E.  Leslie 


(Fourth  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Son  of  Martin) 

Robert  Allen  English  Leslie  was  born  July  9,  1854  at  the  old  Lesley  home 
orJohn's  Creek.  He  attended  the  local  schools  and  at  the  age  of  15  began  to 
tc:h.  At  the  age  of  23  he  entered  school  at  Lexington,  Ky.  He  studied  law 
an  took  several  courses  in  the  arts  and  sciences  department,  and  also  attended 
tl  College  of  the  Bible.  At  the  time,  Transylvania  University  and  the  Uni- 
v{sity  of  Kentucky  were  merged  under  the  latter  name,  although  the  various 
cdeges  retained  their  identities.  He  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class 
fin  the  College  of  Law  in  1879  and  practiced  in  Lexington  for  some  time.  In 
1(1  he  returned  to  marry  the  young  lady  to  whom  he  had  become  engaged  before 
ei;ring  the  university. 

R.A.E.  Leslie  and  Mary  Frances  Womack  were  married  on  December  22,  1881, 
althe  home  of  her  father.  Mm.  Archer  Womack,  a  merchant  and  farmer  at  Oldtown, 
Kttucky.  She  was  born  "on  Tygart"  June  30,  1860.  They  began  their  married 
lij  in  Floyd  County  and  resided  in  Prestonsburg  where  they  published  the 
cnty's  first  newspaper.  The  Prestonsburg  Banner.  Mr.  Leslie  also  taught 
scool  and  did  legal  work.  Their  first  child  was  born  at  Prestonsburg.  They 
n<t  went  to  Pikeville  where  they  established  and  published  a  newspaper.  The 
Pievi 1 le  Enterprise.  Again,  Mr.  Leslie  also  taught  and  practiced  law.  He 

police  judge  for  a  time.  Their  second  child  was  born  in  Pikeville  in  July 
1(1,  and  while  she  was  but  a  babe,  the  Leslies  set  forth  for  Texas  where  they 
rtained  for  a  decade.  They  taught,  farmed,  sold  school  supplies,  practiced 
li,  made  the  "runs"  to  open  new  territory,  added  four  members  to  their  family; 
ai  in  1894  returned  to  Kentucky  and  re-entered  the  teaching  profession.  Two 
mie  children  were  born  in  Pike  County  and  one  in  Johnson  County,  Ky.,  where 
tlf  had  purchased  a  small  farm  in  1900.  In  1915  the  Leslies  sold  their  Kentucky 
fin  and  removed  to  Virginia,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Mr. 
L<lie  died  June  19,  1926,  and  Mrs.  Leslie  on  January  4,  1943,  both  at  their 
hie  at  Burkeville.  Nottoway  Co.,  Va.;  both  are  buried  at  Riverview  Cemetery, 
Gienup,  Ky.  (See  page  304) 

Miss  Mary  Frances  Leslie 

Mary  Frances  Leslie  ("May") ,  was  born  at  Prestonsburg,  Ky.,  on  Oct.  28, 

112.  Since  that  moment  she  has  been  the  most  constant  star  in  the  firmament 
0  the  R.A.E.  Leslie  Family.  At  home  and  at  school  she  began  very  early  to 
hip  in  the  training  of  the  younger  children;  at  17  she  began  to  teach  and 
biame  one  of  the  most  beloved  and  most  successful  teachers  in  the  counties  of 
Pe  and  Johnson.  After  about  20  years  of  all-year-round  teaching,  training 
ai  tutoring,  she  entered  the  government  service.  She  was  employed  in  Zone 
F ance.  War  Department,  in  Washington,  D.C.  for  two  years,  and  later  became 
a  ociated  with  the  Veterans  Bureau,  Richmond,  Virginia.  She  retired  in  1933 
a  er  13  years  of  service,  returned  to  her  home  in  Virginia,  and  was  a  devoted 
c  pan  ion  to  her  mother  until  the  latter's  death  ten  years  later.  She  continues 
t  be  a  constant  source  of  help  and  inspiration  to  the  young  and  the  not-so-young 
Jbers  of  her  own  family.  She  is  and  has  always  been  keenly  and  vitally 
iierested  in  all  that  goes  on  in  the  world  and  in  the  community,  and  is  an 
iiefatigable  student.  Her  father  dubbed  her  "Professor",  and  "Professor"  she 
riains  to  some  of  those  who  "knew  her  when".  These  too-few  lines  will  come  as 
3  isappointment  to  the  many  who  knew  and  loved  "Miss  May" 
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June  Leslie  and  Thomas  E.  Scott 


June  Leslie  was  born  July  27,  1884,  at  Pikeville,  Kentucky,  in  what  was 
at  that  time  the  oldest  house  in  the  town.  It  belonged  to  the  Bowles  place 
and  was  a  2-story  frame.  It  stood  near  to  where  the  railroad  station  is  now, 
but  there  was  no  railroad  reaching  Pikeville  at  the  time  of  her  birth.  The 
house  was  torn  down  when  the  City  Park  was  built,  or  shortly  thereafter. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  their  second  daughter,  the  R.A.E.  Leslie  family 
went  to  Texas,  where  they  remained  about  eleven  years,  and  then  returned  to 
Kentucky  and  eventually  to  Pike  County. 

June’s  early  schooling  was  almost  entirely  under  the  tutelage  of  her 
parents,  with  some  variety  interspersed  in  a  term  or  two  in  Texas  and  in  Green¬ 
up  County,  Kentucky,  while  her  father  was  either  teaching  elsewhere  or  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law  or  some  other  of  his  varied  pursuits.  The  later  years 
of  grades  and  high  school  subjects  were  also  under  the  instruction  and  guidance 
of  her  father.  About  the  only  rivals  June  had  for  scholastic  honors  in  any  of 
her  subjects  were  her  elder  sister.  May,  and,  one  year,  a  young  fellow  who  after¬ 
wards  became  her  husband.  He  usually  bested  her  in  mathematics.  The  family  in 
those  years  resided  in  Pike  County,  Kentucky. 

At  the  age  of  17,  June  Leslie  entered  the  schoolroom  as  teacher  of  a  sub¬ 
scription  school  in  the  May  District  on  John's  Creek  in  Pike  County,  and  from 
that  time  on  taught  continuously  for  about  25  years,  sometimes  two  different 
schools  a  year.  The  term  was  only  5  months  at  first  and  later  six  months,  so 
that,  there  being  a  shortage  of  qualified  teachers,  the  trustees  of  one  school 
district  would  sometimes  await  the  finish  of  the  term  in  another  in  order  to 
obtain  the  services  of  the  teacher  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  in  their  own 
district.  For  this  reason,  "Miss  June"  was  practically  a  stranger  to  her  own 
family  which  had  removed  to  Johnson  County  to  live  at  about  the  time  she  first 
began  to  teach. 

Pike  County,  particularly  the  Johns  Creek  and  Brushy  Creek,  as  well  as  Big 
Creek  and  other  neighborhoods,  was  her  "home"  and  its  residents  were  her  "people? 
Hundreds  of  the  boys  and  girls  of  these  communities  knew  no  other  teacher  and 
many  of  them  went  on  from  the  rural  school  to  become  teachers,  lawyers,  doctors 
and  other  professional  and  business  men  and  women.  "Miss  June"  as  she  remained, 
although  soon  married,  was  highly  respected  and  loved  by  all.  She  taught  practi¬ 
cally  every  year,  and  sometimes  all  year  round. 

"Miss  June"  was  married  on  October  8,  1905  to  Thomas  E.  Scott. a  well-known 
and  popular  young  business  man  of  Pike  County.  They  were  married  at  the  home 
of  Bud  Taylor  on  Brushy  Creek,  where  the  bride  was  boarding  while  teaching  the 
local  school. 

Thomas  E.  Scott  was  the  son  of  Garfield  Scott  and  Angeline  Lowe,  and  was 
born  on  Big  Creek,  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  on  May  2,  1882.  His  father  died  when 
he  was  just  a  lad,  the  eldest  of  six  children.  "Tom"  or  "T.E."  as  he  was  often 
called,  was  "on  his  own"  from  that  time  on.  His  mother  re-married  to  Wallace 
Taylor  and  had  another  large  family,  but,  even  so,  died  as  a  comparatively  young 
woman.  Thus,  Tom  was  elder  brother  to  several  half-brothers  and  sisters,  in 
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; dition  to  his  own  five  younger  brothers  and  sister. 

Primarily,  Thos.  E.  Scott  was  a  timberman  and  for  many  years  bought  large 
■acts  and  cut  and  rafted  and  floated  the  logs  down  river  to  the  markets  at 
(tlettsburg.  He  was  also  a  farmer  and  owned  and  operated  much  timber  and 
rm  land  in  Pike  and  Floyd  Counties.  He  was  a  merchant  and  owned  and  operated 
icountry  grocery  and  general  merchandise  store.  Thus,  often  in  the  absence 
i  Mr.  Thos.  E.  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  "Miss  June"  to  tend  the  store  and  the 
Istoffice  during  the  noon  school  recess  and  after  hours.  She  was  very 
irsatile,  however,  and  discharged  all  her  various  duties  with  efficiency  and 
(spatch. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  were  the  parents  of  eight  children;  all  except  one  were 
Irn  on  Brushy.  In  1926  the  family  removed  to  Boyd  County,  at  England  Hill,  near 
(tlettsburg,  Kentucky.  For  a  few  years  Mr.  Scott  operated  a  dairy  at  England 
111.  He  developed  a  fine  blue  grass  farm  for  pasturage  and  also  carried  on 
, -small  amount  of  diversified  farming.  Occasionally  he  returned  to  his  old  love 
c  timbering,  and  purchased,  cut,  and  marketed  stands  of  timber  in  the  counties 
<  the  upper  Big  Sandy  in  Kentucky  and  West  Virginia.  Mr.  Scott  was  always 
;tive  in  local  politics  and  civic  affairs  and  was  almost  always  an  officer 
;  republican  primaries  and  elections. 

The  Scott  home  was  always  a  mecca  for  youth  and  people  of  all  ages;  the 
tildren  were  popular  and  their  friends  were  always  welcome  on  the  Hill  at  any 
ine  and  in  any  number,  by  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott.  Mr.  Scott  passed  away 
/just  10,  1951  and  is  buried  in  the  family  plot  on  the  home  place.  "Miss  June", 
'DM"  Scott,  or  "Mammaw"  as  she  has  become  now  that  her  grandchildren  hold  sway, 
i  still  the  central  figure,  the  inspiration  and  the  guiding  light.  With  her 
jjnger  son  she  resides  on  England  Mill  still;  her  eldest  daughter  and  her 
Jnily  live  nearby;  her  elder  son  is  making  a  career  of  the  Navy;  her  daughters 

married  and  have  establihsed  homes  at  various  points.  At  this  writing  she 
j  grandmother  to  an  even  dozen,  ranging  in  ages  from  21  to  just  past  one  year. 

Leslie  Scott,  b.  11-6-1907  in  Pike  Co.,  Ky. ;  educated  in  Pike  Co., 
keville  College,  Mayo  College,  Eastern  Kentucky  State,  and  received  her  bach- 
or's  degree  in  education  from  Marshall  College,  Huntington,  W.  Va.  She  is 
1:  sole  representative  of  her  generation  of  her  grandfather's  family  who  has 
rle  teaching  her  life  work.  She  was  married  on  Dec.  2,  1932  at  Hamlin,  W.  Va. 

1  Belmont  Adkins,  son  of  Talbert  Adkins.  His  people  were  pioneer  residents 
c  the  area  in  and  around  Huntington,  W.  Va.  Belmont  was  born  July  30,1905. 

1  is  a  carpenter  and  builder.  The  three  Adkins  children  are:  Philip  Larv. 

1  9-19-1934,  now  in  Japan  with  U.  s.  Navy;  Sharon  Gayle  b.  1-15-1944;  and 
lice  Wayne,  b.  3-23-1945.  All  were  born  in  Boyd  County,  Kentucky. 

For  many  years  Leslie  has  been  on  the  staff  of  the  England  Hill  Grade  School 
cl  has  taught  practically  every  grade  and  subject.  She  has  also  kept  up  the 
liily  tradition  of  tutoring  and  otherwise  helping  those  who  need  extra  help. 

is  active  in  teacher  and  school  groups,  as  well  as  in  civic  and  political 
n.ters.  She  has  a  brilliant  intellect,  a  marvelous  memory,  .a  keen  and  delight- 
1  sense  of  humor,  an  abiding  interest  in  and  a  wide  knowledge  of  family 
ktory,  and  has  been  of  tremendous  help  to  this  writer  in  the  collection  of 
c.a  and  the  preparation  of  this  historical  account  of  the  family.  She  and 
h'  husband  and  children  are  active  members  and  workers  in  their  local  churdi 
liy  reside  near  her  mother  on  the  England  Hill  property  purchased  and  developed 
t  her  parents  in  their  later  years. 
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Marv  Esther  Scott. 2d  child  of  June  Leslie  and  Thos.  E.  Scott,  was  born 
Apr.  12,  1911.  She  died  at  birth  and  is  buried  in  Pike  County, 

Pearl  Mae  Scott. b.  8-17-1912;  ed.  in  Pike  and  Boyd  counties;  grad,  from 
Catlettsburg  H.S.  in  1929;  business  college  in  Ashland;  employed  as  secretary 
and  as  saleslady  in  Ashland;  and  as  secretary  in  Glen  L.  Martin  Aircraft 
Company  near  Baltimore  during  World  War  II.  Married  Woodrow  Wilson  Walker. 
floor  manager  at  Murphy’s  in  Ashland  at  the  time.  Her  husband  was  born  in 
Prestonsburg,  Floyd  County,  Ky.,  but  was  reared  in  Ohio.  He  served  in  Air 
Force  meteorological  work  in  World  War  II  and  spent  a  great  deal  of  the  time 
overseas,  principally  in  India.  After  serving  in  many  capacities  for  Murphy's 
in  several  cities,  Mr.  Walker  is  now  manager  of  their  retail  store  in  Brazil, 
Indiana,  where  they  have  purchased  a  home.  William  J.  Walker  (Billy  Jo  or 
Bill)  was  born  at  Ashland,  Ky. ,  on  February  20,  1935.  Is  now  with  Air  Force 
stationed  in  Japan. 

Maxie  Marie  Scott,  b.  2-10-1916;  ed.  in  Pike  and  Boyd  counties;  grad  from 
Thos.  Brown  High  School,  Catlettsburg,  in  1932.  Later  took  business  courses  in 
Washington  D.  C.  and  Ashland,  Ky.  Was  employed  with  Federal  Housing  Administrati 
in  Washington  and  with  Bituminous  Coal  Commission  in  Ashland.  On  11-29-1938, 
Marie  married  Thomas  White  Lowry. of  Catlettsburg,  Ky.  He  was  born  at  Old  Mines, 
Mo.,  but  his  family  has  been  prominent  in  Kentucky  for  many  years.  Mr.  Lowry 
served  as  a  pilot  during  W.  W.  I.  He  was  educated  in  the  Law  but  did  not 
follow  this  profession.  Has  been  associated  with  American  Rolling  Mills  Com¬ 
pany  as  Sales  Representative  for  many  years.  The  family  resides  in  Middletown, 
Ohio,  where  they  have  purchased  a  home.  The  Lowry  children  both  born  at 
Catlettsburg,  are:  Lucinda  White  Lowry. born  Sept.  4,  1939;  and  Helen  Leslie 
Lowry,  born  Feb.  23,  1943. 


Robert  Garfield  Scott,  son  of  Thomas  E.  and  June  L.  Scott,  was  born  July 
18,  1918  in  Pike  County  Kentucky.  At  the  age  of  six  years  he  was  introduced 
irfto  the  trials  and  tribulations  of  formal  schooling.  Since  his  first  teach¬ 
er  was  no  other  than  "Miss  June",  he  was  disciplined  in  the  strictest  sense 
of  the  word.  "Miss  June"  did  not  want  to  show  any  partiality  to  her  young 
son.  Robert  never  thought  it  necessary  for  the  "rod"  to  be  bent  so  far  in 
the  opposite  direction.  Despite  this  he  never  held  any  grudges  in  later  years, 
learning  very  early  in  life  that  there  were  many  views  to  any  situation  each 
determined  by  the  direction  or  directions,  from  which  one  peered. 

When  Robert  was  eight  years  old,  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Boyd  County 
Kentucky.  Here  he  continued  his  schooling,  but  under  teachers  other  than  his 
immediate  family.  Although  one  of  his  teachers  told  him  that  he  was  so  slow 
that  he  would  never  reach  the  front  doors  of  a  high  school,  he  finally  did 
reach  one  of  them.  After  four  years  here,  he  obtained  a  paper  saying  that 
he  had  satisfactorily  completed  the  requirements  necessary  for  a  high  school 
education  and  was  free  to  pass  on  into  the  outside  world  which  offered  greater 
horizons  to  explore. 

At  this  thime,  1936,  the  opportunities  were  somewhat  limited  to  a  young 
man  with  small  financial  means.  After  trying  a  few  various  jobs  of  liveli¬ 
hood  with  little  success,  Robert  decided  to  join  the  United  States  Navy.  On 
the  sixth  day  of  April,  1937,  he  was  sworn  in  and  embarked  on  a  career  with 
the  Navy.  While  in  basic  training  at  Norfolk, Virginia,  Robert  enjoyed  watch¬ 
ing  his  mates  going  through  "the  miseries"  of  adaptation  to  a  new  way  of  life. 
In  this  way  he  was  able  to  endure  the  training  period  without  undue  reflection 
centered  upon  himself. 
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After  the  completion  of  basic  training,  Robert  looked  with  anticipation 
to  going  to  sea  and  seeing  the  world.  Therefore,  he  waived  the  opportunity 
of  attending  trade  school  in  favor  of  going  aboard  ship  for  duty. 

In  the  next  few  years  Robert  enjoyed  the  opportunities  of  visiting  new 
ports  in  many  countries.  By  the  time  his  first  four  year  enlistment  had  ex¬ 
pired  he  had  decided  to  become  a  "twenty  year"  man.  His  duties  during  war  and 
peace  took  him  to  many  and  varied  lands.  At  times  the  duties  were  both  arduous 
and  dangerous,  but  as  a  whole  very  interesting,  and  at  times  very  enjoyable. 

Robert  is  at  the  present  writing  rounding  out  his  20  years  of  service. 

He  has  held  many  jobs  and  been  associated  with  various  branches  of  the  service. 
He  is  at  present  stationed  at  Kingsville,  Texas.  His  rank  is  that  of  Chief 
Petty  Officer  and  his  present  position  is  that  of  chief  metalsmith. 

On  November  19,  1944,  Robert  married  Hazel  Virginia  Stewart  whom  he  had 
known  since  high  school  days.  Hazel  is  the  daughter  of  Oliver  H.  and  Sadie 
Virginia  Stewart,  both  native  of  Kentucky.  The  wedding  ceremony  took  place 
in  Brunswick,  Georgia  at  the  First  Methodist  Church.  After  their  marriage 
Robert  and  Hazel  established  residence  wherever  and  whenever  Robert's  duties 
permitted  opportunity  for  them  to  be  together  for  any  length  of  time.  At 
this  writing  they  are  residing  in  Kingsville,  Texas. 


Clarice  Fave  Scott,  born  Apr.  8,  1921,  also  begun  her  schooling  in  Pike 
and  graduated  from  high  school  in  Boyd  County.  Not  caring  for  office  work, 
Clare  Faye  worked  on  the  planes  during  WWII  at  Glen  L.  Martin's  near  Baltimore, 
and  was  quite  skilled  at  this  work.  While  in  Baltimore  she  married  Raymond  R. 
Kelble.  a  former  Navy  man  who  was  employed  during  the  war  at  the  shipyards  as 
boiler  engineer.  After  the  war  they  returned  to  the  midwest.  Mr.  Kelble 
is  employed  as  engineer  with  General  Motors  in  Ohio.  The  family  has  recently 
purchased  a  farm  near  Bryan,  Ohio,  from  which  he  commutes  to  work  at  the  plant. 
Their  children  are:  Frances  Kav.born  in  1944  at  Baltimore;  Sandra  June,  born 
June  5,  1947;  and  Tommy,  born  6n  Feb.  19,1951.  The  two  younger  children  were 
born  in  Ohio. 
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Thos.  Walker  Scott  was  born  in  Pike  County,  Ky.  on  Feb.  19,  1923.  As 
a  very  small  boy  he  was  taken  to  Boyd  County  by  his  parents  and  has  resided 
at  the  "England  Hill"  home  since  that  time.  He  attended  the  county  schools 
and  after  finishing  high  school  entered  the  Navy  just  a  short  while  before  "Pear] 
Harbor".  He  served  throughout  the  War  as  a  gunner  on  a  light  cruiser  in  the  At¬ 
lantic  area.  Since  the  war  he  has  been  employed  at  several  large  plants,  in¬ 
cluding  American  Rolling  Kills,  and  General  Electric.  However,  he  prefers  farm 
life  and  since  the  death  of  his  father  in  1951  has  been  engaged  for  the  most 
part  in  caring  for  the  home  place.  His  hobbies  are  reading  and  watching  T.V. 

He  is  as  yet  unmarried. 

Betty  Jo  Scott,  the  only  one  of  the  Scott  children  not  born  in  Pike  Coun¬ 
ty,  was  born  Jan.  31,  1928,  at  Catlettsburg,  Boyd  County,  Kentucky.  She  attendee 
the  schools  there  and  in  the  county  and  finished  high  school  at  Henry  Clay  in 
Lexington,  Ky.  She  also  attended  Kentucky  Wesleyan  at  Winchester,  Kentucky  for 
a  short  while.  During  the  war  she  was  employed  in  a  defense  plant  in  Hunting- 
ton,  W.  Va.  She  worked  for  a  time  also  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  For  two  years,  1948- 
1950,  she  was  employed  by  the  Defense  Department  in  Washington  D.  C.  as  a  secre¬ 
tary.  On  April  15,  1950,  Betty  married  Dexter  H.  Reynolds.  Jr.,  son  of  Dexter 
II.  Reynolds  and  Celestia  Simons  Reynolds,  of  Albuquerque,  N.  Mex.  Dexter  Jr., 
is  with  the  Navy  School  of  Music  in  Washington,  D.  C.  where  at  present  he  is 
doing  Administrative  work  but  was  an  instructor  with  the  Advanced  Dept,  of  the 
school.  His  music  specialties  are  the  teaching  of  theory,  the  playing  of  the 
drums  and  the  piano,  and  singing.  During  off-hours  he  is  business  manager  for 
and  also  a  member  of  a  small  group  of  musicians  from  the  School  who  perform  at 
many  of  the  Service  installations  in  the  Washington  area.  The  Reynolds  have 
three  children:  Dexter  H.  Reynolds  III. born  6-12-1951;  Celestia  June,  born 
March  30,  1953  and  Kevin  Scott  Reynolds,  born  Jan.  8,  1955,  all  at  Bethesda, 
Maryland,  Naval  Hospital.  They  reside  in  Maryland  near  D.  C. 
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Fav  Leslie  and  James  Mantford  Saves 


Fav  Leslie,  the  third  daugnter  of  R.  A.  E.  and  Mary  F.  Leslie,  was  born 
t  Forestburg,  Montague  County,  Texas,  on  March  30,1088.  In  early  childhood 
ie  family  returned  to  Kentucky  where  she  attended  the  rural  schools  of  Pike 
id  Johnson  Counties. 

Fay's  teachers  were  her  parents  and  her  eldest  sister,  May.  It  was  under 
ie  tutelage  of  this  sister  that  she  and  a  cousin,  Edna  Conley,  "boned  up" 
ir  the  teachers'  examination,  as  they  sat  for  the  entire  winter  before  the 
>al  fire  in  the  grate  in  the  Johnson  County  home.  The  girls  "passed"  and 
ame  off  with  the  first  class  certificate  to  teach  -  that  was  traditional  in 
he  family.  They  always  said  that  it  was  to  "May's"  complete  dedication  to 
ie  task  and  merciless  prodding  of  their  weak  wills  and  intellects  that  they 
are  able  to  "get  by  by  the  skin  of  their  teeth." 

Fay  was  devoted  to  her  father  and  some  say  she  was  his  favorite.  She 
is,  indeed,  the  "beauty"  of  the  family  and  so  conceded  to  be  by  all  her 
isters  and,  of  course,  her  brothers.  Nothing  thrilled  her  more  than  to  get 
iressed  up"  and  accompany  her  handsome  Papa  wherever  he  went,  afoot  or  on 
irseback,  preferably  the  latter. 

Fay  began  her  teaching  career  in  Pike  County  and  thus  fulfilled  a  desire 
)  follow  in  her  father's  footsteps  by  teaching  in  at  least  two  of  the  com- 
inities  where  he  was  best  known,  loved  and  honored  —  Bannon  and  Sycamore 
Sulnare).  She  also  taught  at  wiiat  was  then  called  John,  Kentucky,  near  where 
>hn’s  Creek  High  is  now  located.  The  latter  two  are  within  the  confines  of 
ie  original  Leslie  Settlements.  Her  first  school,  however,  was  on  Brushy 
lere  she  lived  with  her  elder  sister,  June  (Mrs.  T.  E.  Scott). 

At  all  these  places  Fay  was  not  only  a  well  liked  and  successful  teacher, 
it  she  was  a  very  popular  belle.  The  owners  of  fine  saddle  horses  were  proud 
)  have  her  ride  them  ovei  the  mountain  roads  for  she  was  an  excellent  horse¬ 
man,  another  trait  inherited  from  her  parents.  Often  these  "owners"  of  fine 
irses  were  also  the  swains  who  sometimes  accompanied  her. 

Later,  after  teaching  a  year  or  so  Fay  attended  Eastern  State  Teachers 
illege  at  Richmond,  Kentucky. 

The  1910  teachers'  institute  in  Johnson  County,  held  at  Paintsville  during 
ie  week  of  Aug.  6-10  culminated  for  Fay  in  her  marriage  on  Friday  Aug.  10,  to 
imes  Mantford  Bayes,  one  of  the  most  prominent  teachers  of  the  county.  They 
;re  married  by  "Preacher"  Burns  Conley,  who  for  long  had  been  and  continued 
o  be  one  of  the  outstanding  Baptist  preachers  of  the  area.  The  ceremony  was 
erformed  as  the  bride  and  groom  sat  in  the  young  schoolmaster's  equipage, 

"horse  and  buggy")  on  the  street  in  front  of  the  preacher's  home  -  the  "Con¬ 

ey  Hotel". 

This  marriage  took  place  during  the  1910-1911  term  of  school  and  both 
ride  and  groom  resumed  their  teaching  duties  after  a  brief  week-end  honey- 
oon  at  his  home  on  Barnetts  Creek.  That  year.  Fay  was  teaching  her  home 
chool  at  Hager  Hill  and  for  the  first  and  last  time  during  her  teaching  career, 
ould  reside  with  her  parents  while  she  taught. 
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Mr.  Bayes  established  a  retail  grocery  and  meat  business  at  Auxier,  Ky.  and 
later  removed  to  Paintsville,  where  he  continued  to  operate  his  own  business.  He 
sold  his  store  and  entered  the  employ  of  Consolidated  Coal  Company  at  Van  Lear. 

He  remained  with  that  company  until  his  retirement. 

Guv  M.  Bayes. son  of  Fay  Leslie  and  J.  M.  Eayes,  was  born  September  16, 

1911.  From  the  age  of  five  he  was  a  "business  man"  in  his  own  right.  His  enter¬ 
prises  included  a  paper  route,  a  job  as  postoffice  special  delivery  clerk, usher¬ 
ing  in  a  theater,  clerking  in  an  office,  and  finally,  an  apprenticeship  and  a 
job  as  full-fledged  printer  in  the  Government  Printing  Office  in  Washington  D.  C. 
He  wound  up  with  a  degree  in  law  from  the  George  Washington  University.  Soon 
after  opening  his  law  offices  he  entered  the  service  of  the  U.  S.  Navy.  He 
served  as  Lieutenant  and  was  assigned  to  an  LSM  as  Executive  Officer  and  Naviga¬ 
tor.  As  such  he  participated  in  the  landing  at  Okinawa  and  was  also  sent  into 
the  China  seas.  He  is  still  in  the  Reserve.  Guy  M.  was  married  on  Sept.  2,  1933, 
to  Frances  Stalcup. daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Guy  Stalcup  of  McLean,  Fairfax  County, 
Virginia.  Frances  was  for  many  years  a  secretary  in  the  Bureau  of  Mines  in  Washin 
ton.  The  Guy  Bayes  reside  in  the  McLean  community,  now  known  as  Chesterbrook, 
where  they  have  built  their  home.  They  have  three  children:  Margaret  Carole. born 
June  1,  1942;  Guv  Anthony. born  Oct.  30,  1943;  and  James  William  Robert,  born  Oct. 
9,  1950.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bayes  are  both  active  in  community  affairs,  including 
churches,  schools,  and  politics.  They  are  democrats.  Mr.  Bayes  is  a  member  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  Bar  Association  and  practices  before  the  higher  as  well 
as  the  lower  courts  of  the  District. 

Jim  Bayes,  daughter  of  Fay  Leslie  and  J.  M.  Bayes,  attended  school  at  Auxier 
and  Paintsville,  Ky.,  graduating  from  Paintsville  High  School.  She  then  attended 
Strayers  Business  College  in  Washington  D.  C-.  and  was  employed  for  a  time  as 
secretary  in  private  business  and  in  the  United  States  Government  in  that  city. 

She  was  married  on  Aug.  7,  1933,  at  Frenchburg,  Ky. ,  to  Marvin  Crider,  son  of 
Grover  C.  Crider  and  Mayme  Conley  Crider.  Marvin  is  a  former  teacher  but  for 
most  of  their  married  life  has  been  associated  with  the  Southern  Bell  Telephone  Co 
as  engineer.  His  work  has  taken  them  to  many  cities  and  towns  in  Georgia  and  Ken¬ 
tucky.  He  is  now  located  with  the  Louisville  headquarters  of  the  company.  While 
located  in  Georgia,  Mrs.  Crider  attended  the  University  of  Florida,  Trade  and 
Industrial  Extension  School,  at  Daytona  Beach,  Florida,  and  later  taught  vocational 
education  in  Savannah,  Georgia.  Their  four  children  were  born  while  the  Criders 
were  residing  at  Decatur,  Georgia,  and  Mr.  Crider  was  assigned  to  Atlanta  head¬ 
quarters.  They  are:  Stephen  Bayes  Crider,  born  Aug.  31,  1940;  Frances  Elizabeth 
Crider,  born  Jan.  1,  1944;  Bonny  Lynn  Crider. born  Sept.  4,  1940;  and  Alan  Conley 
Crider,  born  Oct.  5,  1949.  Mrs.  Crider  is  an  active  member  of  church,  school, 
and  civic  groups,  and  is  especially  interested  in  the  betterment  of  schools, 
playgrounds  and  parks.  She  is  also  a  member  of  literary  clubs  particularly 
interested  in  poetry.  Mr.  Crider’s  hobbies  include  music  (Piano),  architectural 
drawing,  building,  gardening.  He,  too,  is  civic  minded  and  his  architectural  and 
engineering  skill  is  often  in  demand  in  community  projects.  Before  going  to 
Louisville,  the  Criders  resided  for  several  years  in  Winchester,  Kentucky. 

Robert  Leslie.  Jr. 

Robert  Leslie.  Jr. was  born  on  July  16,  1889,  in  Montague  County,  Texa^  the 
first  son  of  R.A.E.  Leslie  and  Mary  Frances  Womack  Leslie.  He  died  on  September  1, 
1889,  and  is  buried  near  the  home  occupied  by  his  parents  at  that  time.  He  was 
only  Hi  mos.  of  age  at  his  death. 
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Guv  Womack  Leslie  and  Bertha  Clay  Jones 


Guv  Womack  Leslie,  second  son  of  R.A.E.  Leslie  and  Mary  Frances 
imack  Leslie,  was  born  May  5,  1891,  in  Montague  County,  Texas.  He 
is  just  a  small  lad  when  the  family  returned  to  Kentucky.  He  grew 
i  in  Pike  and  Johnson  Counties,  and  attended  the  rural  schools.  At 
i  years  of  age  he  spent  a  few  months  as  "printer's  devil"  on  the  Big 
indy  News  at  Louisa,  Kentucky,  of  which  his  cousin  M.F.  Conley  was 
iblisher.  The  next  year  he  became  associated  with  another  cousin, 

L.  Conley,  at  Cannel  City,  Kentucky.  Mr.  Conley  was  General  Manager 
'  all  operations  in  connection  with  what  was  said  to  be  the  largest 
innel  coal  development  in  the  world. 

Guy  began  witli  a  very  junior  clerkship  and  in  time  became  the 
neral  Manager  to  succeed  his  cousin.  When,  at  30  years  of  age,  he 
s  auditor  and  treasurer  of  the  Ohio  &  Kentucky  Railway  Company,  a 
ographer  of  that  day  described  Guy  Leslie  as  having  "the  ability  to 
ister  circumstances  and  responsibilities  and  gain  well  deserved 
eminence  in  his  field  of  effort."  ...  and  as  "clear  headed,  well 
lanced,  strictly  business,  and  guaranteed  success." 

The  following  from  the  pen  of  Guy's  widow,  presently  the  resident 
inager  of  the  YWCA  in  Lexington,  will  perhaps  suffice  to  show  how  well 
fulfilled  these  predictions: 

Guy  remained  with  the  Ohio  and  Kentucky  Railway  Company  in  Cannel  City, 
ntucky  and  other  affiliated  companies  for  nearly  30  years,  beginning  with 
e  auditing  department  in  1908  and  "closing  out"  the  operations  of  these 
mpanies  in  the  early  '40's.  During  these  years  he  had  familiarized  him- 
lf  with  all  the  various  departments  by  actually  performing  most  of  the 
sks  incident  to  such  a  complex  industry.  For  awhile  during  this  period 
studied  business  practices  at  Milliken  College  in  Lexington,  Ky. 

In  1917  he  was  made  Treasurer  of  the  Caney  Valley  Railway  Company,  and 
1922  was  made  General  Manager  of  the  Kentucky  Block  Cannel  Coal  Company, 
out  the  time  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Conley,  its  first  and  only  other  General 
Inager.  In  1925,  he  was  appointed  Receiver  of  the  Ohio  &  Kentucky  Railway 
impany  in  the  United  States  District  Court,  at  the  same  time  continuing  his 
ties  with  the  coal  company.  Other  offices  held  were  that  of  Director  of 
e  Morgan  County  National  Bank  (1922-1933),  and  (in  1937)  Vice  President 
d  General  Manager  of  the  Wolverine  Coal  Company,  both  at  Cannel  City,  Ky. 

An  interval  of  some  2 2  years  (1937-1940)  was  spent  as  Examiner  in  the 
Ituminous  Coal  Commission  in  Washington,  D.  C.  There  he  served  in  the  Statis- 
cal  Division,  as  Chief  of  the  Default  Section,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Personnel 
lamining  Board.  In  1940  he  returned  to  Kentucky  to  close  out  the  affairs  of  the 
I  ntucky  Block  and  the  0.  6  K. 

Mr.  Leslie  was  stricken  in  March  1941  at  his  home  in  Cannel  City  and  after 
;  illness  of  five  years,  died  on  January  18,  1946,  at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  and 
buried  there.  He  and  his  wife  had  made  their  home  at  Winchester  and  at 
Uington  during  his  illness. 

Mr.  Leslie  was  a  man  of  high  ideals  and  integrity.  He  will  be  best  remem- 
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bered  by  his  contemporaries  for  the  interest  he  took  in  those  with  whom  he 
worked  and  for  those  who  worked  under  his  supervision.  He  always  had  time 
to  give  to  the  community  in  which  he  lived  and  to  help  those  who  were  unfortu¬ 
nate  in  life.  He  served  as  Elder  in  the  Christian  Church  at  Cannel  City,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  for  many  years,  and  was  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School,  as  well 
as  a  teacher  in  the  school.  lie  had  charge  of  some  rather  extensive  repairs 
to  the  church  building,  and  was  instrumental  in  obtaining  the  native  stone 
school  building  for  that  city  under  the  Works  Progress  Adminstration.  He 
spent  a  great  deal  of  time  in  seeing  that  the  building  was  properly  constructed. 

Although  not  a  lawyer,  Hr.  Leslie  had  a  "legalmind"  that  stood  him  in 
good  stead.  One  person  at  least  said  that  he  "could  write  the  most  binding 
contract  I  have  ever  seen."  One  of  his  attorneys  said  he  did  not  know  of 
"any  lawyer  who  could  better  prepare  a  legal  document". 

Mr.  Lunsford  P.  Yandell,  who  was  President  of  the  Kentucky  Hock  Cannel 
Coal  Company  and  the  Ohio  and  Kentucky  Railway  Company,  with  offices  in  New 
York  City,  sent  his  son,  just  out  of  college  in  the  summer  of  1926,  to  learn 
something  about  the  holdings  of  the  two  companies  and  how  they  were  operated 
The  son  wrote  later:  "I  think  that  the  fact  that  my  father  placed  me  under 
the  guidance  of  Mr.  Leslie  for  six  or  eight  months  to  learn  not  only  about  .« 
the  coal  company  and  the  railroad  business,  but  about  what  a  man  should  be 
in  his  own  character,  is  as  fine  a  tribute  as  could  be  paid  by  one  man  to 
another.  He  (my  father)  wrote  me  thus:  ’If  you  will  watch  Guy  at  work  and 
make  him  a  real  friend,  you  will  learn  more  from  him  than  you  learned  at  col¬ 
lege.  He  is  absolutely  honest,  has  a  code  of  honor  higher  even  than  that 
characteristic  of  the  mountains,  is  a  thoroughly  capable  railroad  man,  as 
good  a  trader  as  I  have  ever  known  and  knows  what  makes  for  success  and  for 
failure  in  a  man's  life.  He  is  a  keen  student  of  human  nature,  and  if  you 
pay  attention  to  what  he  says  you  will  find  your  time  with  him  is  the  most 
valuable  you  have  spent  to  date."  The  son,  who  succeeded  his  father,  said 
further:  "He  typified,  better  than  anyone  I  have  ever  known,  the  truth  of  the 
old  saying  that  'The  effects  of  character  are  more  permanent  than  those  of 
capacity.  They  pass  on  into  other  lives, are  fruitful  as  an  influence, 
long  after  the  effects  of  capacity  have  perished  in  the  using.’" 

Mr.  Leslie  was  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party  and,  although  never  a 
candidate  for  office,  was  very  active  in  the  support  of  the  party.  He  was 
deeply  devoted  to  his  family.  His  devotion  to  his  wife  and  daughter  was 
of  the  tenderest  nature.  This  devotion  and  love  are  shown  in  a  poem  by 
James  Whitcomb  Riley  which  was  found  in  his  wallet  after  his  death. 

"0  Lord,  Dear  Lord,  Gracious  Lord  I  pray 
Thou  wilt  look  on  those  I  love  tenderly  today. 

Weed  their  hearts  of  weariness,  scatter  every  care 
Down  the  wake  of  Angel  Wings  winnowing  the  Air. 

Bring  unto  the  sorrowing,  all  release 
Of  laughter  overflow  again. 

And  with  all  the  needy,  0  divide,  I  pray 

This  vast  treasure  of  content  that  is  mine  today. 
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Guy  Womack  Leslie  was  married  on  May  29,  1912  to  Bertha  Clay  Jones, 
laughter  of  Thomas  Alvin  Jones  and  Julia  Parker  Jones,  both  of  early 
oioneer  families.  Both  before  and  after  marriage  Bertha  was  connected 
vith  the  Morgan  County  National  Bank  at  Cannel  City.  She  was  active  in 
;hurch  and  civic  affairs  of  the  community.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leslie  had  one 
;hild,  a  daughter: 

Elizabeth  Frances  Leslie  was  born  April  3,  1914,  at  Cannel  City, 

<y.  She  attended  school  there  and  finished  high  school  at  Hamilton  College, 
^exington,  Kentucky,  graduating  in  1931.  She  attended  one  year  at  Hollins 
College,  Roanoke,  Virginia,  and  graduated  from  the  University  of  Kentucky, 
^exington,  in  1935.  She  taught  latin  in  the  high  school  at  Cannel  City 
in  1935-1936.  She  was  married  on  July  25,  1936  at  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky, 
to  Harry  R.  Walker,  of  Glendale,  Kentucky,  who  was  a  medical  student  at 
the  University  of  Louisville  School  of  Medicine  at  the  time.  Elizabeth 
taught  history  in  high  school  at  Glendale  in  1938-1939  and  in  1939-1940 
did  welfare  work  with  the  Works  Progress  Administration.  From  1941-1944 
she  was  in  charge  of  personnel  training  for  the  Kentucky  Employment  Service. 

In  the  meantime,  her  husband  had  completed  his  training  at  Louisville  and 
interned  at  Flower  Fifth  Avenue  Hospital  in  New  York.  He  began  a  Fellowship 
at  the  Mayo  Clinic,  Rochester,  Minnesota,  but  this  was  interrupted  by  six 
years  service  in  the  U.S.  Navy  during  World  War  II.  After  Dr.  Walker  was 
released  from  active  service  he  completed  his  studies  at  Mayo's  and 
established  his  practice  in  orthopedic  surgery  in  Oakland,  California. 

The  family  now  resides  in  Piedmont,  California.  They  have  two  children: 

Harry  Roby  Walker  II,  born  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  May  0,  1937.  He  is 
now  a  Freshman  at  Leland  Stanford  University,  California.  David  Leslie 
Walker  was  born  on  January  12,  1947. 

Ruth  Cleveland  Leslie.  Spinster 

Ruth  Cleveland  Leslie,  born  April  30,  1893,  near  Vernon,  Wilbarger  Co., 
Texas,  was  the  last  of  the  Texans  to  join  the  R.A.E.  and  Mary  F.  Leslie 
family.  She  was  named  for  Ruth  Cleveland,  "the  baby  of  the  White  House" 
at  the  time.  Her  teachers  and  mentors  in  order  of  their  importance  and 
influence  on  her  life  were:  her  mother,  her  father,  her  elder  sisters,  and 
at  Hager  Hill  in  Johnson  County,  Ky.,  four  others:  Rhoda  Hager  (primary); 

Dr.  Nicodemus  Craft  (physiology  and  anatomy),  and  ProfS.  Ward  and  Butcher, 
who  finished  grooming  her  for  the  teaching  profession.  She  taught  three 
schools  in  Johnson  Co:  on  Buffalo,  as  assistant  to  her  sister  May;  as 
principal  of  the  same  school;  and  last  on  Pigeon  Roost  on  Greasy  Creek. 

She  thoroughly  enjoyed  these  three  years,  but  accepted  a  "summer"  position 
in  the  Paintsville  postoffice  as  assistant  to  her  cousin,  Robt.  H.  Mayo, 
and  remained  for  approximately  two  years  in  that  capacity,  staying  with 
Mr.  Win.  A.  Ward,  Mayo's  successor,  to  "break  in"  her  own  successor.  She 
then  joined  her  parents  in  Virginia,  worked  as  a  secretary  and  office  manager 
for  a  tobacco  concern,  and  for  the  suraner  off-season  with  a  state  representative. 
In  August  1917  she  began  what  was  to  prove  a  long  career  with  the  Federal 
Government  in  Washington,  D.  C.  This  was  broken  in  1924-1931  by  a  7-year 
period  of  private  business  and  professional  endeavor  "on  her  own"  which  was 
spent  in  travel  over  most  of  the  United  States.  She  re-joined  the  Govt, 
service  in  Jan.  1931  and  in  June  1953,  retired.  During  these  years,  no 
matter  what  the  title  of  her  "job",  it  eventually  turned  into  some  sort  of 
research  and  writing,  for  which  her  father  said  many  years  ago  she  was 
"plumb  able". 
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Speed  Alan  Leslie  and  Ollie  Dell  Carter 


Speed  Alan  Leslie,  third  and  youngest  of  the  three  sons  of  R.A. E.  and 
Mary  F.  (Womack)  Leslie,  was  born  in  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  on  July  30,  1896. 
His  father  was  teaching  in  the  Bevins  neighborhood  on  John's  Creek  at  the  time 
and  resided  in  a  house  belonging  to  their  cousin,  the  Reverend  Montraville 
Bevins. 


Speed  was  named  for  the  famous  Speed  family  of  Kentucky  for  whom  his 
father  had  a  high  regard  and  with  certain  members  of  which  he  was  personally 
acquainted.  Speed  attended  the  schools  of  Johnson  County,  Kentucky,  to  which 
location  the  family  removed  when  he  was  about  five  years  of  age.  As  a  young 
man  of  19,  Speed  and  his  father  set  out  to  find  a  place  more  to  their  liking  for 
general  diversified  farming  as  Speed  had  decided  that  he  wished  to  make  agri¬ 
culture  his  lifework.  After  traveling  over  much  of  the  southeastern  section  of 
the  country,  they  purchased  a  part  of  an  old  plantation  home  in  Virginia.  It 
is  here  that  Speed  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 

Speed  served  in  the  Naval  Post  Guards  off  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  during 
World  War  I,  and  then  returned  to  the  farm.  Only  once  or  twice  since  has  he 
been  persuaded  to  leave  the  farm  for  "white  collar"  jobs.  At  one  time  he 
entered  into  a  connection  with  his  brother  in  a  car  agency  in  Cannel  City,  Ky. 

In  preparation  for  this  he  took  a  course  at  the  Dodge  plant  school  in  Detroit. 

A  garage  was  opened,  also,  but  this  work  did  not  appeal  to  Speed  who  is  essential¬ 
ly  an  "outdoor"  man.  The  temporary  connection  did,  however,  lead  to  his  meeting 
the  young  lady  who  has  been  his  helpmeet  throughout  the  years  which  have  since 
elapsed. 

Speed's  wife  was  Ollie  Dell  Carter,  the  daughter  of  Asa  Columbus  Carter 
and  Barbara  Ellen  (McClure)  Carter,  of  Cannel  City,  Kentucky.  She  was  born  on 
July  11,  1904.  They  were  married  at  Cannel  City  on  December  27,  1922,  and 
continued  to  reside  for  a  short  while  at  that  place.  In  the  summer  of  1923, 

Speed  and  his  wife  came  to  Virginia  to  make  their  home  with  his  parents.  Ex¬ 
cept  for  one  brief  interval  in  1926  they  have  continued  to  make  their  home  on 
that  Virginia  farm.  During  this  interval  Speed  was  an  employe  of  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  at  the  Boys  Reformatory  at  Glendale.  There,  he  had  charge  of  a 
large  group  of  boys  of  varying  ages,  and  also  was  required  to  do  some  office 
work.  No  job  for  a  self-respecting  farmer,  said  he;  besides,  the  book  work 
just  about  put  his  eyes  out. 

A  few  months  after  his  father's  death  in  1926,  Speed  returned  to  the 
farm,  arriving  at  his  mother's  place  in  October  1926.  Since  that  time,  he  has 
braved  wind  and  sun,  hail,  sleet,  killing  frosts,  drouths,  barn  burning,  low 
prices  on  farm  products  and  high  prices  for  the  things  they  needed,  and  all  the 
other  things  which  go  to  make  up  the  lot  of  the  farmer  —  small  or  large.  But 
he  is  and  always  remains  his  own  man*  He  has  built  his  home  literally  by  the 
work  of  his  own  hands,  and  although  he  is  no  braggart,  there  are  few,  if  any, 
more  respected  for  their  down-to-earth  knowledge  and  skill,  and  their  willing¬ 
ness  to  share  what  they  have  and  know.  In  addition  to  her  duties  as  a  home¬ 
maker,  his  lvife  has  been  an  active  and  intelligent  worker  in  the  church  and 
school.  For  years  she  acted  as  organist  at  the  little  neighborhood  church  — 
Bardwell  Chapel  —  which  was  recently  discontinued  when  a  new  minister  was 
assigned  to  the  circuit.  Its  congregation  must  now  go  into  Burkeville  for 
services,  or  into  an  adjoining  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leslie  are  the  parents  of 
four  lovely  children,  two  boys  and  two  girls,  and  the  grandparents  of  three 
boys  and  one  little  granddaughter.  Three  of  these  bear  the  name  of  Leslie. 
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Robt.  Alan  Leslie,  eldest  of  the  four  children  of  Speed  Alan  Leslie, 
born  near  Burkeville,  Va.,  on  Dec.  5,  1923,  attended  Burkeville  schools 
and  graduated  from  high  school  there  in  1943.  He  entered  the  U.S.  Army 
Infantry  on  Jan.  7,  1943,  and  served  with  General  Clark's  troops  from  the 
"jump"  into  Sicily  until  late  in  1944.  He  took  part  in  the  Battle  of 
Locarno  and  others  in  that  area.  Bob  was  assigned  to  M.P.  duty  at  Camp 
Buckner,  N.C.  for  the  last  year  of  his  service.  He  was  medically  discharged 
in  1945  after  the  European  conflict  was  over.  Since  that  time  Bob  has 
devoted  most  of  his  time  to  agriculture  on  the  Virginia  farm  where  he  was 
born.  For  about  two  years  he  was  a  Civil  Service  employee  at  Camp  Pickett, 
near  Blackstone,  Virginia.  Robert  married  Emma  Louise  Gee,  of  Victoria, 
Virginia.  They  have  three  children:  Robert  Alan  Jr. .  born  Jan.  21,  1952; 

Jack  Womack,  born  Feb.  11,  1953;  and  Linda  Carol  Leslie,  born  Dec.  23,  1955. 

Carter  Womack  Leslie,  born  July  18,  1926,  at  Cannel  City,  Ky.,  was 
taken  to  Virginia  as  an  infant.  He  attended  the  Burkeville  schools  and 
graduated  in  1944.  He  enlisted  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force  and  served  from 
July  13,  1944  to  Apr.  7,  1946.  He  was  inducted  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.  and 
trained  at  Kessler  Field,  Biloxi,  Miss.,  Buckingham  Air  Field  at  Ft.  Myers, 
Fla.,  and  Tyndall  Field,  Fla.  He  was  a  student  in  B  20  Engineering  School 
at  Amarillo,  Texas,  Army  Air  Base,  finishing  his  course  there  on  the  7th  day 
of  March  1946.  He  was  discharged  at  Ft.  Meade,  Md.  one  month  later,  and 
returned  to  Virginia  for  a  year  on  the  farm.  After  this  he  attended  Massey 
College  of  Accounting,  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  obtained  a  degree  in  September 
1949.  He  was  employed  with  Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Co.  until  May  1951,  and 
then  joined  the  Goodrich  Tire  and  Rubber  Company,  with  which  company  he  is 
still  associated.  He  has  been  located  at  Norfolk,  Richmond,  Lynchburg  and 
Washington  as  Credit  and  Operating  Manager  for  retail  and  wholesale  establish¬ 
ments  of  the  company.  Quite  recently  he  was  made  manager  of  the  Bluefield, 

W.  Va.  store.  While  in  Washington  he  was  active  in  the  Lions  Club  of 
Oxon  Hill,  Md.  He  is  unmarried. 

Barbara  Frances  Leslie,  born  March  26,  1933,  near  Burkeville,  Virginia, 
graduated  from  high  school  there  and  attended  Smithf ield-Massey 's  Business 
College  at  Richmond,  Va.  She  was  employed  for  a  time  by  the  Federal  Bureau 
of  Investigation,  Washington,  D.C.,  and  later  by  the  Federation  for  Railway 
Progress,  also  in  Washington.  She  was  married  Oct.  30,  1954  at  Danville,  Va., 
to  Horace  Harper  Ellett.  son  of  Charles  Whittaker  Ellett  and  Ethel  Addie 
(Harper)  Ellett,  of  Burkeville,  Va.  Her  husband,  a  high  school  classmate 
of  hers,  was  born  Jan.  24,  1930,  at  Burkeville.  He  served  in  the  Army  in 
Korea.  He  is  a  farmer  and  also  operates  farm  machinery  on  the  farms  through¬ 
out  the  area.  They  have  a  son,  Horace  Lavon  Ellett.  born  Sept.  25,  1955. 

Patricia  Ann  Leslie,  born  June  22,  1943,  is  the  fourth  and  last  child 
of  Speed  Alan  Leslie  and  Ollie  Dell  Carter  Leslie.  She  is  consistently  an 
"A"  student,  active  in  all  school  affairs,  and  a  farmerette  of  the  first 
order. 
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Ethel  Auxier  Leslie  and  Wm.  H.  Kay 


Ethel  Auxier  Leslie  was  born  at  Bannon  on  John's  Creek,  Pike  County, 
Kentucky,  on  October  8,  1898.  She  so  much  resembled  her  mother  that  her 
father  called  her  "Little  Mollie”.  However,  her  mother's  hair  was  very 
dark,  almost  black;  hers  was  brown,  and  she  wore  it  mostly  in  braids 
wound  around  her  head.  She  was  a  beautiful  girl  and  quite  popular.  She 
was  a  good  student  and  learned  easily,  and  was  quite  an  efficient  worker. 
During  1918-1926,  Ethel  was  employed  with  the  United  States  Government. 

Her  service  included  work  with  Zone  Finance,  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  and 
the  Patent  Office.  She  was  married  on  July  3,  1920  at  New  York  City  to 
Wm.  H.  Kay,  a  native  of  Jacksonville,  Florida.  Her  husband  served  with 
the  famous  Rainbow  Division  in  France  during  World  War  1.  They  resided  in 
Washington,  D.C.  for  most  of  their  married  life.  Mr.  Kay's  occupation 
was  that  of  a  salesman  for  various  manufacturing  concerns.  He  is  of 
English  descent,  his  father  having  been  born  in  England,  In  1926,  Ethel 
was  advised  to  seek  a  change  of  climate.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kay  thereafter 
resided  for  seven  years  in  various  western  states,  including  New  Mexico, 
Colorado,  and  Texas.  Ethel  passed  away  at  El  Paso,  Texas,  on  February  21, 
1933.  She  is  buried  in  Cedar  Hill  Cemetery,  Md.,  just  outside  Washington, 
D.C.  There  were  no  children. 

English  Elmo  Leslie  and  0.  Paul  Larson 

English  Elmo  Leslie,  youngest  of  the  nine  children  of  R.A.E.  Leslie 
and  Mary  Frances  Womack  Leslie,  was  born  at  Hager  Hill  in  Johnson  County, 
Ky.  on  May  6,  1901.  At  the  age  of  17  years  she  joined  her  three  sisters 
in  Washington,  D.C.  and  has  resided  in  that  city  ever  since.  She  was 
employed  for  a  time  with  Western  Union  and  also  took  some  nurse's  training. 
She  was  married  on  November  27,  1924  to  0.  Paul  Larson,  whose  parents, 

Olaf  and  Kristine  Larson,  were  both  born  in  Sweden. Paul  was  born  in 
Michigan.  He  was  an  employee  of  the  City  Postoffice,  Washington,  D.C. 
for  many  years,  but  is  now  retired.  Mrs.  Larson  was  employed  during 
World  War  II  with  the  City  Postoffice,  the  U.S.  Treasury  Dept,  and  the 
Coast  Guard.  She  has  for  several  years  been  in  the  employ  of  a  local 
mercantile  establishment.  They  have  one  child,  a  daughter. 

Mary  Kristine  Larson,  born  Apr.  18,  1932,  was  educated  in  the 
Washington  schools  and  attended  Boyd's  Business  College  there.  She  was 
married  on  August  23,  1950  to  George  Raymond  Kennedy,  a  student  at  the 
Navy  School  of  Music.  She  joined  him  when  he  was  assigned  to  the 
Mediterranean  Fleet.  She  resided  in  France  and  visited  many  of  the 
southern  European  countries.  George  finished  his  Navy  service  at  New 
Orleans  and  is  now  a  student  at  the  University  of  Florida  at  Gainesville. 
He  expects  to  teach  and  is  working  on  his  master's  degree  in  education. 
Mary  Kristine  is  an  employee  of  the  University  and  is  also  pursuing  some 
courses  of  study.  Her  husband  is  the  son  of  George  R.  Kennedy,  Sr.  and 
Ermine  Robinson  Kennedy.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  Dennis  Kennedy, 
who  was  in  1929  the  President  of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade.  His  mother 
was  born  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  a  Methodist  minister. 
George  was  born  in  Chicago  on  August  13,  1929.  His  parents  now  reside 
in  Tampa,  F la. 
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ARAMINTA  AGNES  LESLIE 


(Fourth  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Daughter  of  Martin) 

Araminta  Agnes  Leslie,  the  fifth  and  youngest  child  of  Martin  and  Sarah 
Auxier  Leslie,  was  born  on  Johns  Creek,  Pike  County,  Kentucky  on  January  4th, 
1857,  where  her  childhood  days  were  spent.  She  attended  the  public  schools, 
and  received  her  training  in  spiritual  matters  from  her  mother.  At  an  early 
age  she  became  affiliated  with  the  Methodist  Church,  South,  and  lived  her  re¬ 
ligion  day  by  day.  Her  service  was  in  the  home  more  particularly,  since  she 
wished  to  stay  and  give  her  mother  an  opportunity  to  participate  in  the  public 
worship.  She  was  willing  to  carry  on  the  humble  but  necessary  tasks,  that 
others  might  go,  and  when  they  returned,  they  found  warmth,  and  food.  Their 
home  was  open  house  for  neighbors,  circuit  riders  and  friends  of  the  church. 

The  family  moved  from  Pike  County  to  Vanceburg,  Lewis  Co.,  Kentucky, 
when  Araminta  was  a  young  woman.  From  there  she  went  to  Louisa,  Ky. ,  to  spend 
some  time  with  her  sister  who  had  married  and  settled  there.  About  this  time 
she  met  her  husband-to-be,  Benjamin  Franklin  Conley.  After  a  short  courtship 
they  were  married  in  the  home  of1  her  sister,  at  Louisa,  on  June  20,  1877.  Her 
husband  was  of  Irish  descent.  His  forefathers  came  across  the  ocean  and  set¬ 
tled  in  North  Carolina.  They  later  made  the  trek  across  the  Smokies  and  Cum- 
berlands,  and  settled  in  the  Big  Sandy  Valley,  where  they  established  their 
home. 

Mr.  Conley  was  a  farmer  but  also  was  employed  at  various  times  at  other 
things.  He  was  for  awhile  clerk  on  some  of  the  river  boats  which  plied  the 
Big  Sandy.  These  included  the  INGOMAR  and  the  FRANK  PRESTON. 

Araminta  Leslie  Conley  was  of  gentle  mien,  possessing  an  inbred  culture 
that  is  not  learned  from  books.  One  of  her  favorite  quotations  was, "Consist¬ 
ency,  Thou  art  a  jewel"?  Among  her  special  skills  might  be  mentioned,  dress¬ 
making,  weaving  of  cloth  and  carpets,  hand  sewing  and  cooking.  She  loved  the 
outdoors  and  spent  a  lot  of  time  with  her  garden  and  flowers.  She  especially 
loved  the  fields  of  corn,  from  the  time  it  peeped  through  the  soil  till  it 
was  in  the  shock  in  the  autumn,  and  often  called  attention  to  the  dewdrops 
glistening  in  the  corn  blades,  rivaling  the  diamond  in  brightness.  Her  days 
were  spent  in  simple  faith  and  trust  in  God.  Her  health  was  not  good  for 
about  ten  years  before  her  death,  which  occurred  on  Oct.  30,  1932.  She  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  family  cemetery,  at  West  Van  Lear,  Ky.  Her  family  conr 
sisted  of  one  son  and  four  daughters.  The  first  daughter,  who  was  the  sec¬ 
ond  child,  died  at  two  years  of  age.  This  was  Elizabeth  Florence  Conley. born 
in  June  1884  and  died  July  13,  1886. 


333 


The  Oscar  Jay  Conley  and  Margaret  Ellen  Morgan  Family 

Oscar  Jav  Conley  was  born  at  Hager  Hill,  Ky. ,  on  February  15,  1880.  He 
spent  his  boyhood  on  the  farm,  helping  in  the  fields.  He  loved  to  work  with 
horses  and  took  over  the  plowing  at  a  very  tender  age.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  in  Johnson  Co.,  until  he  had  finished  what  they  could  offer.  By  this 
time  he  had  an  ambition  to  get  out  on  his  own,  so  he  apprenticed  himself  to 
a  graduate  Civil  Engineer,  and  learned  the  art  of  surveying  by  practice.  He 
has  kept  up  land  surveying,  doing  a  lot  of  court  work,  establishing  boundary 
lines,  and  so  forth.  His  work  has  been  done  through  the  years  of  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  coal  fields  and  other  industries  in  the  Big  Sandy  Valley. 

In  pursuing  his  surveying  career,  Oscar  rode  horseback  over  the  hills  for 
much  of  the  time.  He  began  with  the  0.  &  K.  Railroad  with  his  Cousin  Mart  Con¬ 
ley  (page  ),  when  he  was  about  17  years  of  age.  Of  his  first  employer  he 
says:  "He  was  as  good  an  engineer  as  there  was  in  the  country.  Working  for 
Mart,  you  had  to  do  a  good  job.” 

He  tells  of  one  youngfellow  who  came  on  from  the  city  with  a  "Degree" 
and  not  much  in  the  way  of  practical  knowledge.  Mart  put  him  to  work  with 
Oscar  and  told  him  to  "try  him  out".  As  they  went  along  to  the  head  of  Frozen 
Creek,  Oscar  learned  by  talking  to  him  that  to  say  the  least  he  was  "inexpe¬ 
rienced"  in  the  local  lore.  He  instructed  the  young  man  to  look  on  a  certain 
beech  tree  for  a  bench  mark.  His  instant  rejoinder  was:  "What's  a  beech  tree, 
and  what’s  a  bench  mark?"  He  called  pine  trees,  "Christmas  trees".  Upon  his 
return  to  the  headquarters.  Mart  asked:  "How  did  the  young  man  do?"  And  Oscar's 
reply  was:  "Just  like  the  rest  of  the  sapheads."  Needless  to  say,  he  went  back 
to  the  city  without  more  ado. 

In  1903,  Oscar  started  out  with  a  party  of  men  to  go  to  Hazard,  Kentucky, 
a  trip  which  required  two  days  hard  traveling  by  horseback.  Today  it  takes 
just  three  hours  by  bus.  He  has  surveyed  for  railways,  coal  fields,  but  now 
it  is  mostly  for  real  estate  developments.  This  requires  a  lot  of  exposure, 
tramping  over  the  hills.  He  does  a  lot  of  work  for  courts  in  connection  with 
law  suits  involving  boundary  lines.  There  are  very  few  of  the  land  surveyors 
now.  They  call  themselves  "civil  engineers"  now,  says  this  veteran  in  the 
business. 

Among  0.  J. 's  prized  possessions  is  an  old  "hog  rifle"  or  "squirrel  ri¬ 
fle",  the  stock  made  of  black  walnut,  and  the  barrel 1  of  steel,  32  bore,  and 
42"  length  of  barrell.  It  belonged  to  his  Grandfather  Martin  Leslie  who 
brought  it  to  John’s  Creek  from  Virginia,  through  the  mountains.  After  the 
Civil  War,  Oscar's  Uncle  Bud  found  it  in  a  hollow  log,  and  kept  it  until  his 
death.  It  was  given  to  Oscar  by  his  daughter,  Myrtie. 

Oscar  J.  Conlev  was  married  first  on  April  1,  1905  to  Margaret  Ellen  Morgan 
of  Clay  County,  Kentucky.  At  the  time  of  their  marriage,  Margaret  was  a  teacher 
in  the  public  schools  and  later  had  charge  of  the  Post  Office,  at  West  Van  Lear, 
Ky.,  which  office  she  held  until  the  time  of  her  death  in  March  1931.  To  this 
union  was  born  one  child,  Sarah  Agnes  Conlev.  on  November  23,  1914. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Oscar  was  married  again.  His  second 
wife  is  Hazel  Spears.  They  were  married  in  1935.  Together  they  have  main- 


tained  a  home  at  West  Van  Lear  Kentucky  for  themselves,  their  son-in-law  and 
two  motherless  children.  Hazel  has  been  a  wonderful  helpmate  and  a  real  moth¬ 
er  to  the  grand  children  mentioned  above.  They  are  now  grown  and  respect  her 
very  highly.  Mr.  Conley  is  a  good  neighbor,  generous,  and  helpful  to  those  in 
need.  (After  this  was  written  Mr.  Conley  suffered  a  stroke  in  the  Fall  of  1955 
and  is  still  very  ill.) 

The  Sarah  Agnes  Conley  and  Cal houn  Goble  Family 

Sarah  Agnes  Conley  was  born  at  Ilyden,  Leslie  County,  on  November  23,  1914. 
Her  parents  moved  to  West  Van  Lear,  Ky. ,  when  she  was  two  or  three  years  of 
age.  She  was  a  beautiful  child,  and  loved  by  her  schoolmates  and  friends,  and 
of  course,  was  the  pride  and  joy  of  her  mother  and  father.  She  had  a  keen  mind 
and  memory,  and  in  her  school  work  did  especially  well  in  the  art  of  story  tell¬ 
ing  and  dramatization  of  plays.  When  she  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  she  lost 
her  mother,  by  death,  a  blow  from  which  she  never  fully  recovered,  as  they  had 
been  inseparable  companions  for  her  entire  life.  Soon  after  her  mother’s  death, 
she  was  married  to  Calhoun  Goble,  of  West  Van  Lear.  To  this  union  were  born 
three  children:  Robert  Douglas,  who  died  in  infancy;  Paul  Bryan,  born  March  25, 
1934;  and  Margaret  Ellen,  born  June  24,  1936. 

Sarah  Agnes  Goble's  life  span  was  cut  short  as  the  result  of  an  automobile 
accident,  in  May  1937.  She  is  buried  in  the  family  cemetery  by  the  side  of  her 
baby  and  her  mother. 

Paul  Brvan  Goble,  born  on  March  25,  1934,  at  West  Van  Leaf,  Kentucky, 
attended  the  public  school  and  had  three  years  of  high  school.  Just  as  he  was 
ready  to  begin  his  last  year  of  high  school,  he  became  dissatisfied,  and  rest¬ 
less,  and  full  of  ideas  about  adventure  and  a  career  for  himself.  After  some 
deliberation,  his  father  gave  his  consent,  and  he  joined  the  U.  S.  Air  Force 
in  May,  1951  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  He  was  attached  to  a  group  for  basic 
training  in  the  State  of  Texas  and  was  then  sent  to  San  Diego,  Cal.,  and  from 
there  to  Mountain  Home  near  Boise,  Idaho. 

Paul  went  overseas  to  North  Africa  and  was  stationed  in  Tripoli  for  14 
months.  After  his  basic  training,  he  was  assigned  to  the  Communications  Serv¬ 
ice  and  trained  in  the  art  of  Printing.  This  was  a  course  which  required  three 
years  study  and  practice.  He  returned  to  the  United  States  and  was  located  at 
Ellsworth  Air  Base,  South  Dakota,  where  he  worked  as  a  clerk  typist.  He  com¬ 
pleted  his  four-year  term  in  May  1955.  Paul  has  a  nice  personality,  and  is 
ambitious.  In  January  1955  he  was  married  to  June  Figenbaugh.  of  Rapid  City, 
South  Dakota.  His  wife  is  of  German  descent,  and  is  a  blue-eyed  blonde.  They 
are  living  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  where  Paul  is  employed. 

Margaret  Ellen  Goble  was  born  June  24,  1936,  at  West  Van  Lear,  Ky. 

She  was  only  eleven  months  old  when  her  mother  died.  She  and  her  brother  Paul 
were  both  brought  up  by  their  father,  their  grandfather,  (0.  J.  Conley),  and 
the  latter's  second  wife.  As  a  child  Margaret  Ellen  attended  nearby  public 
school  and  graduated  in  May  1954  from  the  Van  Lear  High  School,  with  a  good 
record.  She  has  a  magnetic  personality,  is  exceptionally  intelligent  and  has 
high  ideals.  These  qualities  insure  her  a  host  of  friends  among  old  and  young. 
She  is  friendly  and  industrious,  with  an  ambition  to  make  good  at  whatever  she 
may  undertake.  She  is  frail  of  build,  with  not  too  much  endurance.  She  sees  the 
need  of  more  preparation,  and  will  enter  school  at  Mayo  College,  in  their 
Business  Department,  for  training  before  she  launches  forth  on  her  own. 
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The  Edna  Leslie  Conley  and  David  0.  Perry  Family 


Edna  Leslie  Conley  was  born  August  2,  1887,  at  Hager  Hill,  Johnson  Co., 
Kentucky.  She  was  reared  by  her  mother  and  father,  and  a  cousin,  Stella 
Elizabeth  Conley,  who  lived  in  the  home  at  that  time.  She  received  a  lot  of 
her  childhood  training  from  Stella  and  a  bond  was  established  between  them 
which  has  endured  throughout  the  years. 

Edna  attended  the  public  schools  and  had  some  high  school  and  college 
work  in  the  Sandy  Valley  Seminary,  preparing  for  the  teaching  profession  at 
the  age  of  eighteen.  She  was  assisted  in  preparing  for  required  tests,  and 
given  inspiration  by  her  Cousin  May  Leslie,  an  outstanding  educator  of  that 
day,  and  she  gives  a  lot  of  credit  to  her,  for  placing  before  her  ideals 
which  she  has  striven  to  reach  throughout  the  years.  She  followed  this  work 
for  twenty  years,  teaching  in  Johnson  and  Pike  Counties,  Ky.  She  had  a  great 
determination  to  be  as  successful  as  possible  in  her  chosen  field. 

Edna  is  a  great  reader,  and  lover  of  all  the  finer  things  of  life.  She 
is  a  student  of  the  Bible,  and  all  along  the  line  she  has  done  a  lot  of  Bible 
teaching, Sunday  School  work  and  training  young  people  in  Christian  living.  She 
is  a  member  of  Mayo  memorial  Church,  Paintsville,  Ky. 

Edna  is  an  ardent  lover  of  flowers,  and  from  her  garden  go  many  bouquets 
to  brighten  someone's  day.  She  has  furnished  flowers,  year  after  year  for  the 
church,  for  the  sick  in  the  hospitals,  for  funerals,  and  for  all  who  come  by. 
Rarely  does  any  one  leave  empty  handed,  if  any  flowers  are  blooming. 

On  February  24,  1926,  Edna  was  married  to  David  0.  Perry,  originally  of 
Wellston,  Ohio.  He  was  employed  by  the  Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  for  many  years, 
but  has  been  retired  for  some  time.  The  Perrys  reside  in  the  house,  now  mod¬ 
ernized,  that  was  occupied  by  Mrs.  Perry's  parents.  They  endeavor  to  carry  on 
the  traditions  of  the  family  into  this  more  modern  age.  They  have  not  compro¬ 
mised,  but  still  cling  to  the  ideals  which  were  instilled  into  all  the  family 
in  the  early  days. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  a  daughter,  Elizabeth 
Ruth  Perry,  who  was  born  August  8,  1927.  She  attended  the  West  Van  Lear  grade 
school  through  the  7th  grade,  and  took  eighth  grade  and  high  school  work  at 
Paintsville,  Kentucky.  She  graduated  from  high  school  in  1944  with  a  good 
rating.  She  also  did  a  great  deal  of  4-H  work. 

Upon  visiting  a  friend  in  Minnesota,  Elizabeth  Ruth  fell  in  love  with 
the  Indian  country  and  remained  to  seek  employment.  After  trying  various 
types  of  work  she  entered  the  University  of  Minnesota,  at  Minneapolis;  and 
later  the  College  of  Technology,  in  that  city,  for  instruction  in  Medical 
Technician  Laboratory  work,  as  well  as  Medical  Secretarial  work.  She  fin¬ 
ished  with  the  highest  grade  in  her  class  of  60  students. 

Her  first  position  in  her  new  specialty  was  with  the  I.  N.  Palen  Clinic, 
in  Minneapolis,  where  she  remained  four  years.  Later  she  was  employed  as  a 
medical  secretary  in  the  Child  Guidance  Department  of  the  Minnesota  Psychiatric 
Institute,  Minneapolis.  Recently  she  entered  upon  a  position  as  medical 
secretary  and  technician  in  a  doctor's  office. 
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Araminta  Leslie  Conley 


Oscar  Jay  Conley  and 
his  surveying  crew. 
He  is  back  of  the 
tripod. 


Among  other  accompli shments  this  young  lady  plays  the  piano  and  is  a 
Ine  cook.  She  is  fond  of  sports,  especially  fishing,  boating,  and  golfing. 

:ie  is  devoted  to  her  family  and  friends  and  keeps  in  touch  through  frequent 
jtters  and  occasional  visits.  She,  also,  is  a  beautiful  girl,  with  the  dark 
^es  and  hair  inherited  from  her  mother  as  well  as  earlier  forbears. 

3ertha  L.  Conley 

Bertha  Lillian  Conley  was  born  April  26,  1889,  at  Hager  Hill,  Ky.  and  was 
rought  up  on  the  farm.  Her  childhood  days  were  spent  in  work  and  play.  She 
)ved  the  outdoor  life  and  many  hours  were  spent  in  roaming  over  the  hills, 
jthering  nuts,  flowers  or  whatever  was  in  season.  Her  grandmother  would  send 
jr  out  to  the  forest  to  bring  in  leaves  for  her  to  use  as  designs  for  fancy 
iitches.  Thus,  a  love  for  trees  and  flowers  was  instilled  and  has  remained 
Lth  her  throughout  her  life.  She  has  been  interested  in  all  growing  things 
id  has  planted  many  fruit  trees  and  shrubs  for  herself,  the  maple  being  one 
f  her  favorite  trees.  She  loves  pottery  and  china  and  lias  collected  much  of 
i  in  her  travels.  As  to  her  skills,  it  might  be  mentioned  that  no  design  in 
jedlepoint  or  embroidery  is  too  intricate  for  her  to  undertake.  She  is  pains- 
iking  in  all  she  does,  and  is  second  to  none  in  the  art  of  canning,  preserving 
id  jelly  making.  One  of  her  strong  points  is  persistence  in  looking  after 
jtails,  and  pushing  on  to  a  successful  conclusion  any  task  she  begins. 

Bertha  decided  early  in  life  that  she  wanted  a  business  career  and  took 
le  course  offered  by  Sandy  Valley  Seminary.  Her  teacher  was  Miss  Veva  Miller 
[  South  Portsmouth,  Ky.  Since  entering  the  Business  world  she  has  successfully 
ild  the  positions  of:  Clerk  in  the  First  National  Bank,  Louisa,  Ky. ;  Clerk 
ith  the  Elkhorn  &  Shelby  Coal  Co.,  Jenkins,  Ky. ;  and  office  worker  in  the  State 
lads  Department,  Frankfort,  Ky.  In  1918  she  joined  the  force  at  Chesapeake  & 
lio  Railway  Co.,  Paintsville  as  billing  clerk  where  she  served  for  thirteen 
jars.  She  attained  a  great  degree  of  efficiency  and  accuracy  in  her  chosen 
ield.  She  was  a  clerk  for  three  years  with  the  Unemployment  Compensation  Com¬ 
ission,  and  for  some  months  with  W.  P.  A.  She  then  went  to  work  with  the  Ma- 
jriel  Divison  Air  Service  Command,  at  Wright-Paterson  Field  at  Fairborn,  Ohio. 

;ter  ten  years  service,  she  was  transferred  with  her  unit  to  the  Air  Base  at 
irner  Robins,  Georgia.  Two  years  later  the  unit  moved  to  Memphis  Tennessee, 
lere  it  is  still  located. 

Bertha  Lillian  Conley  has  a  commendable  record.  She  is  a  lover  of  home 
id  is  quiet  and  unassuming.  She  is  unselfish  and  loyal  to  family  and  friends, 
jnding  them  encouragement  and  moral  support,  thus  making  her  life  useful  through- 

Jt. 
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Ruth  Lei  and  Conley  and  J.  T.  Fairchild 

Ruth  Lei  and  Conley  first  saw  the  light  of  day  on  August  15,  1892,  on  a 
farm  at  Hager  Hill,  Ky.  She  is  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  five.  She  re¬ 
ceived  her  early  training  and  impressions  from  a  devoted  mother,  and  a  strict 
but  reserved  father.  She  was  brought  up  to  believe  it  was  a  crime  to  be  ab¬ 
sent  one  single  day  from  school,  or  Sunday  School,  except  in  case  of  illness. 
Punctuality  in  whatever  was  undertaken  was  a  "must".  She  has  adhered  to  this 
principle  throughout  her  life.  She  has  always  loved  young  people  and  believes 
with  James  Whitcomb  Riley  that  "all  children  are  good,  if  they  are  only  under- 
stood".  She  made  an  effort  to  understand  them,  and  was  leader  of  a  4-H  Club 
for  a  number  of  years. 

At  the  age  of  18  Ruth  Lei  and  started  out  in  the  teaching  profession,  but 
after  about  five  terms  decided  she  would  like  office  work.  She  was  employed 
by  the  Singer  Sewing  Machine  Company  as  bookkeeper  in  their  offices  at  Louisa, 
Ky.,  Charleston  W.  Va. ,  and  Gassaway,  West  Va. ,  for  a  number  of  months.  She 
then  went  with  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railway  Co.,  joining  their  force  in 
June,  1918,  as  Accounting  and  General  Office  Clerk  at  West  Van  Lear,  Ky.  She 
remained  with  this  Company  from  June  1918  until  January,  1921,  and, again,  from 
the  Spring  of  1921  until  1923,  making  a  five  year  period  of  service. 

On  January  12,  1921  Ruth  Leland  Conley  was  married  to  James  T.  Fairchild, 
of  Lakeville,  Kentucky,  a  graduate  of  Berea  College,  Carpentry  Department.  He 
is  an  excellent  cabinet  maker,  carpenter,  and  contractor  in  the  general  build¬ 
ing  field.  He  was  employed  at  his  chosen  trade  up  until  August  29,  1941,  at 
which  time  he  sustained  the  loss  of  his  left  arm  as  the  result  of  an  accident. 
This,  coupled  with  a  nervous  breakdown,  incapacitated  him  for  his  line  of  work. 

Ruth  L.  Fairchild  again  went  into  office  work,  this  time  as  Ticket  Agent 
for  Sparks  Bros.  Bus  Co.,  Prestonsburg,  Ky.  from  Nov.  1942  until  Sept.  1,1948, 
at  which  time  the  doctor  ordered  a  change  of  climate  for  her  husband.  They 
spent  one  year  in  the  Southwest,  in  Arizona,  returning  to  their  home  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  in  July  1949.  They  then  became  engaged  in  doing  record  work  for  the 
Paintsville  Suburban  Water  District,  West  Van  Lear,  Ky. 

In  the  meantime  it  became  necessary  for  Mr.  Fairchild  to  again  enter  a 
hospital.  He  has  spent  some  time  during  the  past  year  or  so  as  a  patient  in 
the  Veterans  Hospital,  Oteen,  N.  C. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  became  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  at 
17  years  of  age.  She  enjoys  good  literature,  good  music,  birds  and  flowers. 
She  is  always  eager  to  make  her  friends  comfortable  and  happy,  when  in  her 
home.  Her  desire  is  to  make  her  life  useful  and  to  leave  the  world  just  a 
little  better  than  when  she  came  along. 
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LUNA  LESLEY 


(Third  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Daughter  of  Robert) 

Luna  Lesley  was  the  youngest  of  the  15  children  of  Robert  Lesley  and 
Elizabeth  Compton.  She  was  born  on  John's  Creek,  near  the  mouth  of  Scyca- 
more,  now  in  Pike  County,  then  in  Floyd  County,  on  January  30,  1009.  This 
was  seven  years  after  the  arrival  of  her  parents  and  the  older  children  at 
the  original  Lesley  Settlement  made  by  William  Robert  Lesley  the  father  of 
Robert,  who  had  died  shortly  after  their  arrival. 

During  her  childhood  and  early  young  womanhood,  Luna  pursued  the  usual 
studies  and  tasks  common  to  the  times  and  the  locality.  Included  were  all 
types  of  fine  needlework  in  which  she  became  very  proficient.  Her  grand¬ 
children  still  show  with  pride  several  examples  of  her  handiwork.  The  only 
picture  of  her  which  I  have  seen  indicates  that  in  her  mature  years  she  was 
rather  tall  and  in-between  in  build.  She  had  dark  hair  and  eyes. 

On  December  10,  1835  Luna  Lesley  was  married  to  Hiram  Kilgore  Bevins, 
the  youngest  of  10  children  of  John  Bevins  and  Mary  Jane  Stacey.  Her  husband's 
father  was  born  in  1786  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Bevins  a 
Revolutionary  Soldier.  His  mother  was  Annie  Noblett  who  came  direct  from 
Ireland. 

Luna  Lesley  and  Hiram  Bevins  began  their  married  life  on  what  is  known 
as  the  Bevins  Branch,  or  Stone  Coal  Branch,  of  John's  Creek,  which  is  near 
the  Mouth  of  Brushy  Creek  as  it  empties  into  John's  Creek.  The  land  was  a 
iowry  gift  to  Luna  from  her  father  who  owned  all  the  land  on  John's  Creek 
from  Gulnare  to  the  mouth  of  Brushy. 

The  large  central  portion  of  their  home  was  made  of  hand-hewn  lumber 
;awed  with  a  hacksaw,  and  was  constructed  in  1835,  the  year  they  were  married. 
?he  kitchen  with  fireplace,  dining  room  and  other  service  buildings  were  a 
few  feet  away  from  the  living  and  sleeping  rooms  and  were  made  of  logs.  Rooms 
<ere  added  from  time  to  time  at  either  end,  and  eventually  a  grandson  of  this 
ouple,  Grady  Bevins,  tore  down  the  log  buildings  and  built  a  kitchen  and 
lining  room  onto  the  back  behind  the  original  central  living  section.  This 
(as  done  about  1918  or  1920. 

Four  generations  have  lived,  loved  and  died  in  that  old  house.  Only  quite 
ecently  was  it  torn  down  in  fulfillment  of  the  provisions  of  the  Flowage 
lasement  arrangement  entered  into  in  connection  with  the  construction  of  Dewey 
am.  Only  the  chimneys  are  left  standing  as  silent  sentinels  to  remind  those 
ho  remember  the  joys  and  tragedies  which  took  place  at  the  old  homestead, 
he  chimneys  were  of  native  rock,  dressed  on  the  site  by  the  stonemasons, Isaac 
nd  Hawkins  Jackson.  Isaac  Jackson  was  to  marry  Luna's  elder  sister, Elizabeth 
esley,  two  years  later.  The  chimneys  were  8  feet  wide  and  eight  feet  to  the 
houlder  of  the  chimney,  and  extended  an  additional  25  feet  to  the  top. 

Hiram  Kilgore  Bevins,  who  was  eight  years  his  wife's  junior,  occupied  him- 
elf  with  the  usual  pursuits  of  a  landowner  in  this  as  yet  unspoiled  mountain 
ilderness.  It  is  also  related  that  he  helped  Luna  with  her  needlework,  using 
silver  open-ended  thimble  which  is  still  in  the  possession  of  a  great-grand- 
aughter. 
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Luna  and  Hiram  K.  Bevins  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  five  sons 
and  three  daughters.  One  son  died  at  13,  and  the  baby  daughter  at  seven.  Two 
other  sons  died  as  young  men  in  the  Civil  War.  Neither  of  these  young  men  had 
married.  The  oldest  son,  Martin  DeWitt  Clinton  Bevins,  was  killed  at  the  age 
of  27,  and  is  buried  at  St.  Paul,  Virginia.  The  second  son,  John  Jefferson 
Bevins,  was  killed  at  the  age  of  23  (both  in  1063)  and  is  buried  in  Delaware. 
Thus,  Luna  was  bereft  of  her  two  grown  sons  in  the  same  year  through  the 
vicissitudes  of  war.  Her  husband  had  died  the  year  before  aged  only  45,  the 
victim  of  disease.  His  death  occurred  on  April  22,  1862. 

With  more  than  two  years  yet  to  pass  before  the  War  was  over,  and  having 
suffered  the  loss  of  husband,  sons  and  daughters,  Luna  Bevins  in  her  early 
50's  set  about  to  shoulder  the  burdens  of  caring  for  her  family.  This  proved 
to  be  a  most  arduous  undertaking  and  reaped  a  heavy  toll  physically.  In  it 
she  had  the  full  support  of  her  four  remaining  children.  Neither  of  her  youngei 
sons  were  really  strong  physically  but  both  became  men  of  learning  and  culture 
and  are  remembered  as  outstanding  in  their  chosen  professions. 

None  of  the  Bevins  children  married  as  young  as  was  the  usual  custom  in 
those  days,  both  sons  and  the  elder  daughter  remaining  single  until  after  they 
were  30  years  of  age.  The  younger  daughter  married  at  26.  The  sons  as  well 
as  the  daughters  learned  all  the  accomplishments  of  the  home  and  farm  and  were 
also  among  the  best  educated  among  the  families  roundabout.  This  education  was 
for  the  most  part  due  to  their  own  endeavors  and  determination  to  conquer  all 
obstacles;  and  none  of  them  had  the  benefit  of  schools  of  higher  learning. 

Luna  Lesley  Bevins  lived  to  be  78  years  old  but  for  many,  many  years  be¬ 
fore  her  death  suffered  so  much  from  rheumatism  and  other  similar  ailments, 
that  she  is  remembered  by  her  grandchildren  now  living  as  "all  drawn  over, 
almost  double"  as  she  rode  over  the  mountains  on  her  big  blue-grey  horse.  She 
always  brought  them  something  she  had  made  for  them.  Sometimes  it  was  linsey 
woolsey  for  dresses;  yarn  for  stockings;  or  stockings  knitted  from  yarn  produced 
on  her  farm  and  in  her  home. 

Sometimes  Grandmother  Luna  brought  a  beautiful  tablecloth  and  napkins 
made  by  her  hands  and  woven  from  the  flax  or  cotton  grown  on  her  place  and 
made  into  the  threads  on  the  hand  loom.  At  other  times  it  was  a  coverlet,  also 
of  cotton,  padded  and  quilted  by  the  hands  which  were  so  gnarled  that  they  could 
scarcely  handle  the  needle.  Many  of  these  heirlooms  are  still  in  possession  of 
the  family.  Some  have  been  in  daily  use  through  the  years.  At  last,  after  her 
four  children  were  all  married  and  granchildren  had  come  to  bless  each  home, 
save  one,  Luna  Lesley  Bevins  breathed  her  last  on  November  2,  1887,  and  was 
buried  beside  her  husband  in  the  Williamson,  West  Virginia,  cemetery.  Their 
graves  are  marked  by  a  concrete  ledge  built  up  six  or  eight  inches  as  a  margin. 
They  were  visited  in  1928  by  their  grandson,  Grady  Bevins  and  his  wife. 

That  Luna  Lesley  Bevins  was  a  devoted  wife,  mother,  and  grandmother  has 
been  amply  shotm.  That  she  was  a  devoted  sister  also,  even  after  she  had  left 
the  home  of  her  parents,  is  evidenced  by  at  least  two  deeds  of  real  devotion. 
When  her  older  sister  Esther,  who  had  never  married,  became  ill,  it  was  sister 
Luna  who  had  her  brought  from  the  home  near  Sycamore  to  her  own  home  where 
she  cared  for  her  until  her  death  in  1857  at  the  age  of  58.  The  roads  being 
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ihat  they  were  at  that  time,  the  least  painful  method  of  transportation  — 
he  water  —  was  used  to  bring  Esther  the  few  miles  which  separated  the  Bevins 
ome  from  the  Lesley  Settlement.  A  raft  was  used.  She  died  Sept.  11,1857. 

Later  another  sister,  Jemima  was  brought  to  live  with  the  Bevins  family 
o  that  they  could  care  for  her  in  her  last  illness.  Jemima  was  fed  with  a 
poon  for  an  entire  year  before  her  death  in  1875.  Her  death  occurred  on  July  3 
few  days  before  the  marriage  of  Polk  Bevins;  and  about  four  months  after  the 
arriage  of  Esther  Bevins  in  February,  1875.  These  sisters  of  Luna  Lesley 
evins  are  buried  on  the  Bevins  homestead,  although  both  Luna  and  Hiram  are 
nterred  elsewhere  as  above  stated.  It  is  now  known  as  the  Mont  Bevins  Cem- 
tery. 


The  graves  of  Jemima  and  Esther  Lesley  are  in  the  N.  E.  portion  of  the 
emetery  across  the  Creek  from  the  Bevins  home.  ("They  are  near  Uncle 
pperson  and  Aunt  Nancy's  graves".  Grady's  Diary  as  quoted  by  Martha  in 
955. ) 

Martin  Dewitt  Clinton  Bevins  the  eldest  of  the  Bevins  children,  was 
orn  September  29,  1836,  and  wad  killed  on  January  3,  1863.  He  is  buried 
t  St.  Paul,  Virginia. 

John  Jefferson  Bevins  was  born  March  8,  1839,  and  was  killed  October  26, 
863.  He  is  buried  in  Delaware. 

Lafayette  Jefferson  Bevins  was  born  March  9,  1841,  and  died  at  the  age 
f  13,  on  August  2,  1854.  He  is  buried  at  the  Old  Bevins  Cemetery  (later 
ailed  Mont  Bevins  Cemetery)  on  John's  Creek. 

Nancy  Marinda  Bevins  was  the  eighth  of  the  Bevins  children.  She  was  born 
ecember  29,  1850,  and  died  at  seven  years  of  age  on  September  13,  1857.  She, too, 
s  buried  at  the  Bevins  Cemetery  on  John's  Creek. 

Details  regarding  those  four  of  the  eight,  v4io  married  and  had  families, 
ollow  in  the  order  of  their  birth:  Winfield  Polk,  who  married  Mary  Banner: 
arv  Elizabeth,  who  married,  first  Joseph  Millard,  and  second,  John  Rice; 
ontraville.  who  married  Lula  Burnett,  and  Esther  Jane,  who  married  Beniamin 
illiamson. 

Family  Heirlooms 

Family  heirlooms,  mementos,  and  keepsakes,  were  found  to  be  a  little 
ore  numerous  in  this  family  than  those  of  some  others.  This  is  probably 
ue  to  the  fact  that  the  old  Bevins  home  on  John's  Creek  was  continuously 
ived  in  by  direct  descendants  of  the  family  for  about  120  years.  It  was 
bandoned  and  torn  down  only  a  few  years  ago  because  it  was  necessary  under 
he  terms  of  the  flowage  easement  contracts  made  in  connection  with  the 
onstruction  of  Dewey  Dam. 

Those  items  which  were  saved  from  destruction  and  still  in  possession 
f  descendants,  include  family  records  and  church  records  which  have  historical 
nd  general,  as  well  as  personal  value.  Among  these  are  the  Family  Bibles, 
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diaries,  note  books  and  scrap  books  kept  by  various  members  of  the  family. 

From  these  have  come  some  of  the  data  reported  in  these  pages,  although  not 
all  were  examined  by  this  researcher.  Some  were  quoted  or  described  to 
some  extent  by  informants. 

Heirlooms  include  the  corner  cabinet  of  red  cherry  which  was  made  for 
Hiram  Kilgore  Bevins;  a  desk;  a  tool  chest  made  by  a  Bevins  ancestor;  a  plain 
walnut  mantel  which  is  of  later  date  but  which  was  handmade  and  installed  in 
the  old  house. 

Perhaps  the  most  highly  prized  of  all  because  of  its  uniqueness  and 
its  association  suithso  many  people,  is  the  old  "infair"  bench,  made  in  1875, 
and  used  for  guests  for  many  years  at  "infairs"  or  wedding  receptions,  as 
well  as  in  later  years  by  Hr.  Bevins  in  the  performance  of  the  wedding 
ceremony.  As  explained  to  me,  Mr.  Bevins  became  so  drawn  with  rheumatism 
that  he  could  not  look  up,  so  he  had  the  bride  and  groom  sit  on  the  bench 
while  he  stood.  As  my  informant  expressed  it,  the  number  of  couples  married 
on  this  bench  is  "incalcuable".  She  states  that  one  lady  was  married  twice, 
the  second  time  to  her  first  husband’s  uncle  -  the  bench  being  used  on  both 
occasions.  "Aunt  Lou"  Clark  who  is  still  living  at  92  is  quoted  as  saying 
that  she  and  "Uncle  Linton"  were  married  on  the  bench  in  1093. 

Of  household  furnishings,  perhaps  the  oldest  articles  are:  a  brown  pitcher, 
decorated  with  flowers,  which  belonged  to  Luna  Lesley  Bevins;  a  blue  and  white 
cotton  coverlet  in  the  "Democrat"  design:  and  two  tablecloths  oflinen.  All 
of  these  were  made  by  Luna  from  cotton  and  flax  grown  on  the  place,  and  taken 
through  all  the  hand  processes  by  her.  The  tablecloths  were  identical  and 
were  given  to  her  two  daughters.  There  is  also  a  quilt  of  hand-woven  cotton 
over  100  years  old,  "every  stitch"  of  which  was  done  by  "Aunt  Mary"  Rice. 

It  took  62  days  to  do  the  quilting  alone. 

Articles  of  personal  wearing  apparel  or  adornment,  as  well  as  items  of 
personal  use,  include:  Cuff  links  which  belonged  to  Robert  Lesley;  a  silver 
open-ended  thimble  with  which  Hiram  Bevins  helped  his  wife  to  sew;  a  silver 
watch  which  winds  with  a  key  which  belonged  to  "Uncle  Clinton"  Bevins,  a 
trunk  of  his  ,  and  a  carpet  bag  in  which  "Uncle  Jeff’s"  clothes  were  returned 
to  his  family.  These  two  were  killed  in  the  Civil  War.  Among  the  wearing 
apparel  of  "Aunt  Mary"  are  the  black  silk  lace  open-finger  gloves  which  she 
wore  at  her  wedding,  a  velvet  basque,  and  a  black  taffeta  silk  dress  with 
oveskirt  trimmed  with  lace. 

Two  pictures  of  Luna  Lesley  exist  but  neither  was  made  available  for 
reproduction  in  this  history.  In  one  of  them  are  shown  the  four  children, 
who  were  left  to  her  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  two  soldier  sons,  and 
an  infant  daughter.  In  this  picture,  Polk  Bevins  holds  a  law  book,  Montra- 
ville  holds  a  Eible,  and  the  two  young  girls  are  wearing  hair  ribbons.  It 
was  probably  taken  when  their  mother  was  about  55  years  of  age,  not  long 
after  the  war.  The  second  picture,  which  I  did  not  see,  is  of  Luna  Lesley 
Bevins  and  her  daughter,  Mary,  and  her  first  husband,  Mr.  Millard.  As  these 
people  were  married  in  1879,  in  which  year  Luna  Lesley  Bevins  was  70  years 
of  age,  the  picture,  perhaps  shows  her  at  that  age  or,  if  taken  later,  at  a 
more  advanced  age. 
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WINFIELD  POLK  BEVINS 


(Fourth  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Son  of  Luna) 

Winfield  Polk  Bevins,  fourth  of  the  eight  children  of  Luna  Lesley  and 
iram  Kilgore  Bevins,  was  born  December  9,  1842,  on  John's  Creek  in  Pike 
ounty,  Kentucky.  He  was  named  for  General  Winfield  Scott  and  President 
ames  K.  Polk  but  was  rarely  called  anything  but  "Polk".  As  a  young  man  he 
pent  about  two  years  in  Minnesota.  He  afterwards  farmed  and  sawlogged  and 
aught  school  for  many  years  in  Floyd  County. 

After  Polk  Bevins  returned  from  Minnesota  he  was  married  on  May  24,  1875 
o  Mary  E.  Banner.  They  settled  on  the  Big  Sandy  River  near  Allen,  Kentucky, 
here  they  lived  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  His  wife  was  the  daughter 
f  Dave  Banner  and  Susanna  Martin,  and  was  born  on  September  14,  1858. 

Polk  Bevins  was  a  great  reader,  chiefly  history  and  law,  and  was  known 
or  his  knowledge  of  local  and  national  history,  and  for  the  fund  of  stories 
egarding  his  childhood  and  young  manhood  as  related  to  this  mountain  community, 
ne  of  his  daughters  said  that  her  father  "read  himself  to  death".  A  family 
ortrait  shows  him  as  a  young  boy  in  a  group  including  his  mother,  two  sisters 
nd  brother;  in  the  picture  he  is  shown  holding  a  law  book,  and  his  brothei; 
ontraville  holds  a  Bible.  This  brother  became  a  minister. 

Polk  and  Mary  Bevins  first  lived  in  a  hewed  log  house  and  all  the  chil- 
ren  were  born  there.  They  afterwards  moved  to  the  frame  house  where  they 
oth  lived  out  their  days.  The  house  is  now  occupied  by  their  youngest  daugh- 
er  Mrs.  Lucy  Cartmell. 

Polk  was  tall,  but  not  quite  six  feet;  he  was  heavy-set  and  had  light 
rown  hair  and  light  blue  eyes.  His  wife  was  tall  and  slender,  and  had  light 
rown  hair  and  blue  eyes.  Although  she  was  never  in  good  health,  she  outlived 
er  husband.  He  died  at  82  on  February  21,  1925;  she  died  on  September  8,1948, 
t  the  age  of  90  years.  They  are  buried  in  the  "May"  Cemetery  near  Allen,  a 
urying  ground  established  by  one  of  the  May's  who  had  married  into  the  Banner 
amily. 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Polk  Bevins  had  four  children,  all  girls:  Of  the  four  daugh- 
ers,  Cora.  Annie.  Susan,  and  Lucy,  all  but  Annie  remained  near  the  family  home 
or  the  whole  of  their  lives.  They  have  many  stories  to  tell  concerning  their 
Grandmother  Luna,  and  of  their  parents  and  aunts  and  uncles  who  often  visited 
hem.  Among  their  possession  are  some  much  prized  family  heirlooms,  some  of 
(hi ch  are  mentioned  elsewhere. 

Cora  Bevins  was  born  March  24,  1C76.  She  was  a  teacher  in  the  Floyd 
bounty  schools  until  overtaken  by  ill  health  in  1929.  She  never  married  and 
iow  lives  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  T.  J.  Harris  near  her  old  home.  She  is  very 
ond  of  flowers  and  other  forms  of  nature,  and  busies  herself  about  the  house, 
awn,  and  gardens.  She  likes  to  talk  of  the  past  and  is  described  as  "most 
ovable  and  attractive."  She  is  tall  and  spare  like  her  mother  was  said  to  be. 
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Annie  Minnie  Bevins  and  Rev.  H.  K.  Cl  ark 

Annie  Minnie  Bevins,  the  second  daughter,  was  born  on  December  23,  1877. 

She  was  married,  at  21  years  of  age,  on  September  20,  1898,  to  Hiram  Kenis 
Clark,  a  young  Methodist  Minister.  She  died  at  the  age  of  61  on  June  12,  1938, 
Her  husband  is  now  retired  and  at  the  age  of  87  is  living  at  the  home  in  Catlett 
burg,  Ky.  to  which  he  took  his  wife  and  family  after  many  years  of  intinerant 
preaching. 

The  Reverend  Clark  described  Annie  Minnie  as  tall  -  five  feet  ten  inches- 
blonde,  with  light  brown  hair  and  blue  eyes,  and  "mighty  purty".  She  was, he 
said, a  very  timid  woman  and  of  a  rather  retiring  disposition,  and  intensely 
disliked  the  frequent  moving  from  place  to  place  which  was  her  lot  as  the  wife 
of  an  intinerant  preacher,  or  Circuit  Rider  as  they  were  called  in  those  days. 

The  Rev.  Clark  studied  for  the  Methodist  Ministry  at  Barboursville  College, 
and  finished  with  the  class  of  1895.  His  first  charge  was  at  Snively  Chapel, 
on  John's  Creek  near  the  Mouth  of  Sycamore,  in  Pike  County,  Kentucky.  They 
lived  for  a  time  about  half-way  between  Snively  Chapel  and  Bannon  Chapel  which 
was  a  few  miles  further  down  John's  Creek. 

It  was  during  this  early  period  in  his  ministry  that  an  incident  occurred 
which  Mr.  Clark  recalled  in  conversation  with  this  writer  more  than  half  a 
century  later.  One  of  his  wife’s  kinsmen,  Prof.  R.  A.  E.  Leslie,  was  conducting 
a  "subscription  school"  at  Bannon  at  around  the  turn  of  the  century.  At  that 
time  the  cause  of  Temperance  was  strong  in  the  land,  and  Mr.  Leslie  requested 
the  young  preacher  who  was  15  years  his  junior,  to  make  a  talk  on  the  subject 
at  the  school's  closing  exercises. 

Subscription  schools,  which  followed  the  short  terms  provided  by  the  State, 
were  held  in  the  winter  time  when  there  was  not  much  farm  work  to  be  done.  Con¬ 
sequently,  they  were  often  attended  by  not  only  the  children  of  school  age,  but 
also  by  young  men  and  women,  as  well  as  by  the  parents  and  even  grandparents  of 
the  children.  Many  of  these  adults  had  not  heretofore  had  an  opportunity  to 
obtain  "book  lamin'". 

The  closing  exercises,  as  conducted  by  such  teachers  as  Mr.  R.  A.  E.  Leslie, 
were  events  of  such  note  that  they  were  attended  by  all  and  sundry  from  far  and 
near.  They  came  walking;  they  came  horseback;  and,  roads  allowing,  infrequently 
by  horse  and  buggy,  but  more  likely  by  "log  wagons"  pulled  by  horses,  mules  or 
oxen.  Thus,  the  audience  was  assured,  and  Young  Preacher  Clark  worked  diligentl; 
on  his  speech  on  "Temperance",  to  be  delivered  to  a  people,  who,  from  babyhood  oi 
looked  upon  and  noted  the  effects  of  imbibing  a  beverage  variously  known  as  "cori 
or  "cawn  likker", "white  mule",  "moonshine",  and  "mountain  dew".  Imagine  his 
chagrin,  therefore,  when  his  genial  host  and  some  of  the  other  "boys"  appeared 
to  have  imbibed  a  little  too  freely  before  the  exercises  begun. 

When  the  time  came  to  deliver  the  address  of  the  evening, Bro.  Clark  did 
so  in  the  best  manner  he  could  muster,  and  sat  down  with  no  feeling  that  it 
had  been  at  all  "good".  "However,"  said  the  aged  Reverend  more  than  50  years 
afterward,  "that  very  intellectual,  sociable,  high-class  gentleman,  of  whom 
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can  say  nothing  detrimental,  except"  (with  a  lift  of  the  eyebrow  and  a  quizzical 
nile)  "that  he  would  drink  a  little  --  wouldn't  he?  —  came  to  me  and  compli- 
anted  me  upon  the  talk*  That  made  an  impression  upon  me  that  I  never  forgot.  It 
icouraged  me  and  relieved  me  of  any  feeling  of  depression  I  had  had  about  my 
beech-making  effort." 

It  was  not  long  afterwards  that  Reverend  Clark  and  his  helpmeet,  Annie 
innie .embarked  upon  the  first  of  many  journeys  "riding  the  Circuit".  In  1901 
ley  went  to  West  Virginia,  and  once,  in  1905,  to  Pennsylvania,  to  serve  the 
lly  Southern  Methodist  Church  then  North  of  the  Mason  and  Dixon  Line. 

About  half  their  children  were  born  in  West  Virginia  and  the  remaining  ones 
i  Kentucky.  Pansy,  in  1902,  John  in  1903;  and  Charles  in  1906,  in  West  Virginia; 
lanita  in  1909;  Mary  in  1913;  and  Grady  in  1919,  in  Kentucky. 

The  travels  of  this  family  were  mostly  by  wagon,  although  at  times  they  rode 
le  train.  Among  the  Churches  served  were  the  Pleasant  Ridge,  W.  Va. ,  Circuit 
.  the  mouth  of  the  West  Virginia  Panhandle  in  Wetzel  County,  where  they  spent 
io  years  at  Riversville,  W.  Va. ,  18  miles  from  the  Pennsylvania  border.  Charles 
is  born  at  Riversville,  in  1906. 

The  Clarks  were  on  their  way  to  Oklahoma  when  their  transfer  papers  were 
splaced.  They  remained  in  South  Portsmouth  for  the  remainder  of  that  year. 

,en  they  went  to  Grayson,  Kentucky,  where  Juanita  was  born,  and  to  Boyd  County 
lere  they  lived  first  on  the  River  Tract  where  Mary  was  born;  and  later  to 
tlettsburg.  The  youngest  child,  Grady  was  born  in  the  house  in  Catlettsburg 
ere  the  Reverend  Clark  and  his  two  daughters,  Pansy  and  Juanita  are  now  living. 

Mr.  Clark  continued  to  preach  for  eight  years  after  locating  in  Catletts- 
rg  in  1911,  but  Annie  Minnie  did  not  travel  the  circuit  with  him  from  that 
me  on.  His  charges  were  in  McDowell  Co.,  W.  Va. ,  and  in  Pennsylvania  during 
e  latter  years  of  his  Ministry. 

Annie  Minnie  Clark  was  content  to  remain  at  home  and  make  a  home  for  her 
mily  after  they  removed  to  Catlettsburg.  She  was  not  publicly  active  in 
mmunity  or  Church  affairs. 

The  children  were  all  educated  in  the  public  and  professional  schools  of 
eir  choice.  The  three  girls  became  teachers  and  the  sons  were,  respectively, 
wyer-farmer;  business  man;  and  farmer.  Sketches  of  the  lives  of  each  of  them 

llow. 

Mrs.  Clark  died  at  the  home  in  Catlettsburg  on  June  12,  1938,  at  the  age 
i  61  years,  after  40  years  as  the  wife  of  a  Circuit  Rider  and  the  motha-  of  6 
'ildren.  Mr.  Clark  remains  hale  and  hearty  at  the  age  of  87.  With  the  aid 
1  his  daughters  he  cares  for  the  home  which  consists  of  a  very  comfortable 
use  and  several  acres  of  garden  and  small  crops,  as  well  as  chickens  and  the 
ke,  all  of  which  he  supervises  but  of  course  does  not  do  the  heavy  physical 
bor  involved.  He  is  a  most  genial  host  and  never  tires  of  discussing  and 
'bounding  on  the  Christian  religion  and  the  Life  of  the  Master  whom  he  and 
Is  good  wife  served  so  long  and  faithfully. 
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The  Family  of  Annie  Bevins  and  Rev.  Hiram  Cl  ark 

The  three  daughters  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Clark  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Kentucky  and  received  their  training  to  be  teachers  in  Marshall  College, 
Huntington,  West  Virginia.  Pansy  Venus  Clark  was  born  January  19,  1902,  in 
W.  Va. ,  and  is  the  eldest  of  the  Clark  children.  She  now  teaches  in  the 
grades  at  Ashland,  Ky. ,  and  has  taught  several  summer  sessions  in  Ashland 
Junior  College.  Juanita  (Annie  Wanda)  Clark  was  born  on  July  30,  1909  at 
Grayson,  Ky.,  and  teaches  in  the  schools  of  Catlettsburg,  her  home  town.  Mary 
Woodrow  Clark  was  born  on  November  6,  1913,  when  the  family  was  living  on  the 
"River  Tract"  in  Boyd  County,  Kentucky.  She  was  married  on  January  3,  1944, 
to  Lankford  Clark  (no  relation)  ,  an  electrical  engineer  at  ARMCO.  They  live 
in  Ashland  where  she  teaches  in  the  public  schools. 

John  Calhoun  Clark  was  born  at  Pleasant  Ridge  Circuit,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
West  Virginia  Panhandle  in  Wetzel  County,  on  November  11,  1903.  His  father 
was  Minister  there  for  two  years.  This  was  in  the  oil  district  and  there  was 
"no  bottom  to  the  roads";  their  travel  was  mostly  in  wagons  but  sometimes  there 
were  trains.  John  Clark  is  a  lawyer  and  a  farmer.  He  has  his  office  in  Ashland 
and  lives  on  Lockwood  Farm  six  miles  south  of  Catlettsburg  in  Boyd  County.  He 
married  Elva  Hieronymous.  of  Beattyville,  Ky. ,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  flieronymous, 
a  Methodist  Minister,  and  also  a  poet.  She  was  a  teacher.  They  have  one  son, 
John  Cl  ark.  Jr. .  now  14  years  of  age,  who  attends  school  in  Ashland. 

Charles  Bevins  Clark,  born  in  April, 1906  during  his  father’s  ministry  at 
Rivesville,  W.  Va.  18  miles  from  the  Pennsylvania  line.  For  a  time,  Charles 
ran  the  YMCA  for  the  Railroad  at  Cabin  Creek,  W.  Va.  He  now  lives  in  Palo  Alto, 
California,  and  has  offices  in  San  Francisco.  He  is  in  the  Advertising  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  magazine.  Traffic  World.  His  wife  was  Evelyn  Todd,  of  West  Virginia. 
They  have  two  sons,  Dave  Clark  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Kentucky  at  Lex¬ 
ington.  Dave  recently  married  Carole  Ann _ .  The  other  son  is  Bob  Clark. 

now  14  years  of  age. 

Grady  Clark,  known  as  "Bud",  is  the  youngest  of  the  children.  He  was  born 
at  Catlettsburg  Kentucky  on  May  13,  1919.  He  is  a  farmer  and  lives  at  Durbin, 

12  miles  south  of  Catlettsburg,  Ky. 
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Annie  Minnie  Bevans  Clark  and  her  husband  Rev.  H.  K.  Clark 


Family  of  Susan  Luna  Bevins  and  T.J.  Harris 


Susan  Luna  Bevins  ("Duck”),  3rd  daughter  of  Polk  and  Mary  Bevins,  is 
tall,  rather  large  framed,  and  straight.  She  is  named  for  her  two  grand- 
nothers  but  nicknamed  "Duck”  by  her  father.  She  was  married  on  May  3,  1904, 
to  T.J.  Harris,  son  of  John  Harris  and  Mary  Ford,  of  Shelby,  Pike  Co., 
originally  from  Virginia.  Mr.  Harris  farmed  and  worked  on  the  construction 
of  roads.  He  was  struck  by  a  car  as  he  crossed  the  highway  in  front  of 
their  home  and  died  as  result  thereof  on  May  25,  1952,  at  the  age  of  75 
years.  Mrs.  Harris  and  her  sister,  Cora  Bevins,  live  at  the  Harris  home 
near  Allen,  Ky. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  had  two  children:  Grace  Evelyn,  b.  6-3-1911,  was 
narried  10-21-1934  to  Tom  Graham  Burchett,  son  of  Bill  and  Nora  Harris 
lurchett,  of  Cow  Creek,  below  Emma,  Ky.  He  is  associated  with  the  Princess 
ilkhorn  Coal  Co.,  David,  Ky.,  on  Middle  Creek;  he  has  a  fleet  of  trucks 
which  transport  supplies  and  coal.  They  have  no  children.  Grace  Evelyn 
is  a  member  of  The  Rebeccahs  and  was  active  in  the  P.T.A.  when  her  Aunt 
Lucy's  children  whom  she  helped  to  raise  were  in  school.  She  is  artistic 
in  nature  and  prizes  those  family  heirlooms  which  have  come  to  her  keeping, 
ihe  has  been  in  ill  health  for  a  number  of  years  but  is  looked  upon  by  her 
family  as  a  source  of  inspiration  and  practical  assistance.  She  lives  near 
illen,  Ky.,  near  the  homes  of  her  mother  and  aunts.  David  Banner  Harris 
("Togo"),  b.  3-7-1905  m.  in  1938  to  Georgia  Leslie,  daughter  of  Ballard 
Leslie.  They  have  two  children:  Charles  Thomas  Harris,  b.  7-6-1940,  and 
flary  Ann  Harris,  b.  9-3-1946.  David  Banner  was  educated  locally  and  at 
iayo  College  at  Paintsville.  He  is  employed  by  Princess  Elkhorn  Coal  Co. 

Family  of  Lucy  McRea  Bevins  and  W.T.  Cartmell 

Lucy  McRea  Bevins,  b.  3-15-1893,  m.  on  6-5-1929  to  Wm.  Thos.  Cartmell. 
of  Lawrence  Co.,  Ky.  He  was  b.  4-29-1883,  at  Louisa,  the  son  of  Wm.  and 
iusan  Cox  Cartmell.  He  is  connected  with  the  mines  on  Beaver  Creek  and 
jlso  farms.  They  reside  in  the  home  formerly  occupied  by  her  parents,  Polk 
ind  Mary  Bevins.  They  have  two  children:  Luc i lie  McRea.  b.  2-26-1932, 
ittended  local  grade  school  and  Prestonsburg  H.S.  She  m.  on  2-9-1952  to 
loward  Keathley.  of  Mud  Lick,  Harold,  Ky.  He  attended  school  at  Betsy  Layne 
ind  Harold  and  two  years  of  pre-med  at  Pikeville  College.  They  have  one 
:hild:  Evelyn  Elaine  Keathley.  b.  12-18-1952.  Billy  Winfield  Cartmell. 

).  7- 1 9- 1 933 ,  a  1 1 e nd  ed  Pr es  t  on s  b urg  schools  and  served  two  years  in  U.S.  Army 
18  mos.  in  Korea;  during  summer  works  at  Dewey  Lake.  He  was  married  on 
>-5-1954  to  Elizabeth  Ann  Prater,  daughter  of  Charles  McKinley  Prater,  and 
foster  daughter  of  Amanda  and  W.J.  Walters  (Dr) ,  of  Pikeville.  Both  Cartmell 
:hildren  make  their  homes  with  their  first  cousin,  Mrs.  Grace  Evelyn  Burchett 
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MARY  ELIZABETH  BEVINS 


(Fourth  Generation  -  Robert  Line  -  Daughter  of  Luna) 

Mary  Elizabeth  Bevins,  the  5th  of  the  0  children  of  Luna  Lesley  and  Hiram 
Kilgore  Bevins,  was  born  February  23,  1845.  She  was  married  to  Joseph  Millard 
on  December  30,  1079.  They  lived  on  Jennies  Creek  just  above  the  little  town 
of  Salyersville,  McGoffin  County,  Kentucky.  Mr.  Millard  was  a  fanner. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Millard  in  1900,  Mary  came  to  Floyd  County  and  live 
for  a  time  with  her  older  brother,  Polk  Bevins,  and  his  family.  She  later  re¬ 
turned  to  Salyersville  and  married  John  Rice,  a  widower.  In  their  old  age,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rice. each  lived  with  members  of  their  own  families.  Mary  again  reside- 
with  the  Polk  Bevins  family  until  her  death  on  December  6,  1933.  At  her  own  re 
quest  s lie  was  taken  back  "home"  for  burial  in  what  in  later  years  has  been  know 
as  the  "Mont  Bevins  Cemetery". 

Mary  had  no  children  by  either  husband  but  was  much  beloved  by  her  various 
nieces  and  nephews,  as  well  as  other  young  people.  She  was  usually  referred  to 
as  "Aunt  Mary  Rice",  and  was  the  source  of  much  family  lore  concerning  the  early 
days,  which  she  generously  imparted  to  the  younger  members  of  the  family.  It  i: 
to  this,  especially,  that  the  members  of  her  family  who  are  still  living  owe 
their  ability  to  recall  some  of  this  lore  and  make  it  a  part  of  this  family 
history.  Among  the  family  heirlooms  which  remain  in  their  keeping  are  some  whic 
belonged  to  her. 


Winfield  Polk  Bevins  Cora  Bevins 

and  Mary  Bevins  Rice 


348 


MONTRAVILLE  BEVINS 


(Fourth  Generation  --  Robert  Line  --  Son  of  Luna  Lesley) 

Montraville  Bevins  was  the  sixth  of  the  eight  children  of  Luna  Lesley  and 
Hiram  Kilgore  Bevins.  He  was  born  April  21,  1047  at  the  home  built'  by  his 
parents  in  1035,  and  resided  in  that  home  during  the  entire  period  of  his  life, 
lie  was  married  on  April  11,  1077,  to  Lula  Amanda  Burnett.  They  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  the  grandparents  of  six,  and,  to  date,  the  qreat-qrand- 
nnrcnts  of  five. 

i.lr.  Bevins  died  on  August  29,  1923,  at  the  age  of  76.  He  was  pre-deceased 
by  his  wife  (on  January  20,  1098),  and  by  one  son  and  three  of  his  daughters, as 
well  as  by  two  of  his  grandchildren.  His  three  remaining  sons  are  also  deceased, 
the  youngest  having  passed  away  in  July  1955,  All,  except  one  daughter  and  her 
child,  are  buried  in  or  near  the  family  burying  ground  at  the  old  home  place, 
which  for  many  years  has  been  known  as  the  "Mont  Bevins  Cemetery".  This  cem¬ 
etery  is  also  the  last  resting  place  of  many  other  earlier  members  of  the  Bevins 
and  Lesley  families,  as  well  as  many  of  their  friends  and  neighbors. 


The  Rev.  Montraville  Bevins 
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The  Family  of  Montraville  Bevins  and  Lul a  Amanda  Burnett 

Leslie  May  Bevins  was  born  on  January  21,  1870.  She  was  married  on 
November  0,  1894,  at  the  age  of  16,  to  Erastus  F.  Hurt  ("Ras").  After  a 
few  years  they  moved  to  Wisconsin  where  her  Aunt  Amanda  Burnett  was  living 
at  the  time.  May  Bevins  Hurt  died  in  Wisconsin  on  March  24,  1900,  and  is 
buried  there.  Their  son,  Edgar  B,  Hurt,  born  in  1896,  died  on  May  4,  1910, 
at  the  age  of  14,  and' is  buried  at  El  Paso,  Texas.  His  father,  who  had 
married  again  and  was  the  father  of  several  sons,  became  a  highly  successful 
rancher,  and  lived  in  New  Mexico  for  many  years.  His  death  occurred  in  1952 
or  1953,  and  he  is  buried  in  Virginia. 

Thomas  Dick  Bevins  was  the  second  child  and  eldest  son  of  Montraville 
and  Lula  Bevins.  He  was  born  September  10,  1879.  He  is  described  as  "  a 
precocious  youngster"  who  retained  information,  which  he  gained  from  reading 
and  study,  as  well  as  from  observation;  and  as  having  an  "engaging  personality". 
He  died  of  typhoid  at  the  age  of  14,  his  death  occurring  on  November  15,  1893. 

Ollie  Esther  Bevins  was  born  January  9,  1881.  She  taught  school  for 
several  years,  both  before  and  after  marriage.  She  was  married  on  June  9,1901 
at  the  age  of  20  years  to  John  Marmaduke  Jackson,  the  son  of  Dr.  Robert  L. 
Jackson.  Their  son,  Leslie  Burnett  Jackson,  was  born  July  10,  1907,  end  died 
the  following  November.  Ollie  died  within  a  year  from  the  death  of  her  baby, 
her  death  occurring  on  August  27,  1908.  Although  her  life  was  of  such  short 
duration,  it  was  lived  in  such  a  way  that  Ollie  was  much  beloved  by  her  family 
and  friends,  and  was  widely  known.  She  was  of  great  comfort  and  assistance 
to  her  father  and  brothers  after  her  mother's  death.  She  was  a  splendid  horse¬ 
woman  and  dearly  loved  to  ride. 

Martha  Pearl  Bevins  was  born  February  16,  1883,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
seven  years,  on  November  20,  1890. 

Family  of  Dr.  Clinton  Bevins  and  Anna  Morrison 

Hiram  Clinton  Bevins  was  born  August  13,  1885.  After  he  had  completed  all 
the  local  schools  could  offer,  and  had  also  attained  a  high  degree  of  scholarly 
learning  by  reading  and  training  under  the  tutelage  of  his  father,  Clinton  was 
sent  to  the  University  of  Louisville  Kentucky  to  continue  his  formal  education. 

Clinton  possessed  a  brilliant  intellect  and  was  one  of  the  well-read  men 
of  that  day  and  a  most  profound  thinker  and  student.  He  chose  medicine  as  his 
special  field  and  was  graduated  with  the  Class  of  1909,  with  a  M.D.  degree. 

He  served  in  World  War  I  and  attained  the  rank  of  Captain. 

Dr.  Clinton  Bevins  was  married  on  March  2,  1918,  to  Anna  Morrison  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Milton  Morrison  and  Josephine  Vest  Morrison.  Her  father  was  a  well- 
known  school  teacher  of  Pike  and  Floyd  counties.  They  were  the  parents  of  two 
children  and  resided  across  John's  Creek  from  his  boy-hood  home,  in  a  house 
which  Dr.  Bevins  built. 

Dr.  Bevins'  practice  was  general  and  was  carried  on  among  his  old  friends 
and  neighbors  on  John's  Creek.  He  was  held  in  high  esteem  for  his  skill  and 
learning.  Although  circumstances  did  not  permit  of  specialization,  the  fields 
of  obstetrics  and  pediatrics  claimed  his  deep  interest. 
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Dr.  Bevins’  life  was  cut  short  at  the  age  of  43,  his  death  occurring  on 
une  20,  1920.  He  is  buried  in  the  family  graveyard  on  .the  old  hone  place, 
t  a  location  slightly  apart  from  the  section  used  for  many  others  of  the 
ami 1 y .  This  was  a  spot  chosen  by  him,  and  the  burial  service  was  conducted 
ccording  to  his  wishes  which  he  had  expressed  to  family  and  friends.  I!e  had 
Iso  given  exact  instructions  as  to  the  preparation  of  the  grave,  the  type  of 
aslcet,  and  the  sealing  of  the  grave  after  interment.  These  wishes,  too,  were 
arried  out  to  the  letter. 

After  Dr.  Bevins’  death  his  widow  re-entered  the  teaching  profession, and 
ontinued  teaching  until  their  two  children  had  finished  their  education  at  the 
Iniversity  of  Kentucky.  She  became  one  of  the  leading  teachers  of  Pike  County, 
he  lias  married  twice  since  Dr.  Bevins’  death.  Her  second  husband  was  Alex 
amron,  a  school  teacher,  who  died  nine  months  after  their  marriage.  Her  present 
usband  is  0.  C.  Hayes.  They  live  at  Lackey,  Kentucky,  where  they  operate  the 
ayes  Hardware  Store. 

The  children  of  Dr.  H.  C.  (Clinton)  Bevins  and  Anna  Morrison  Bevins  both 
ere  born  at  their  home  on  John's  Creek  near  Thomas,  Kentucky.  William  (''Bill") 
evins,  who  was  born  April  3,  1919,  majored  in  Vocational  Agriculture  at  the 
diversity  of  Kentucky.  He  is  now  in  business  for  himself  at  Georgetown,  Ken- 
ucky,  and  owns  and  operates  the  Bevins  Motor  &  Farm  Machinery  Company.  He  is 
nmarried. 

Anna  Mae  Bevins  was  born  December  11,  1920.  She  attended  the  University 
f  Kentucky,  and  majored  in  General  Business.  She  was  married  to  Lieutenant 
ack  L.  Cook,  who  afterwards  attained  the  rank  of  Major.  They  reside  at  Salem, 
n  Western  Ky.  where  they  own  and  operate  a  large  farm.  They  have  five  children: 
udy;  Jackie;  Jenna  Patrice  and  Patricia  Jane  (twins);  and  Bill.  Anna  Mae 
Bevins)  Cook  has  been  described  as  a  "fine  mother  and  an  excellent  housekeeper". 
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Family  of  Grady  Bevins  and  Martha  Fraley  (Taylor ) 

John  Milton  Gradv  Bevins  was  born  September  0,  1091,  and  was  just  past 
seven  years  of  age  when  his  mother  died.  When  quite  a  small  boy,  "Grady”, 
as  he  was  called  by  nearly  everyone,  sustained  a  hip  injury  while  riding 
horseback  with  his  sister,  Ollie.  A  disease,  which  in  those  days  was  called 
"White  Swelling",  resulted.  Although  his  hip  was  not  entirely  healed,  it 
did  become  ankylosed,  thus  enabling  him  to  move  about  freely,  even  though 
often  in  great  pain.  He  could  out-run  anyone  in  school,  it  is  said,  throw  a 
rock  farther,  and  was  also  a  hard  rider. 

After  his  sister  and  elder  brother  had  left  the  home  and  set  up  homes  of 
their  own,  Grady  was  called  upon  more  and  more  for  housekeeping  duties.  He 
brought  about  many  improvements  in  the  living  conditions  of  the  home.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  lie  built- additions  to  the  house  which  made  for  comfort  and  convenience. 
These  included  a  dining  room  and  kitchen  at  the  back  of  the  house,  to  replace 
the  old  log  kitchen  which  had  been  built  at  a  distance  from  the  main  house  as 
was  the  custom  in  the  early  days. 

Grady  Bevins  applied  himself  to  learning  —  from  books  and  from  his  father 
and  other  teachers.  lie  became  a  teacher  and  was  rated  among  the  best.  He  also 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Louisville  (about  1926)  and  received  a  law 
degree.  However,  he  "could  see  both  sides"  and  worried  over  cases  so  much  that 
he  abandoned  the  law  after  a  short  while  and  returned  to  teaching. 

Grady  was  particularly  well  versed  in  history  and  etymology.  In  these  two 
subjects  he  was  deemed  by  many  to  be  the  "best"  in  Eastern  Kentucky.  He  began 
teaching  in  1908  and  lacked  ten  teaching  days  of  completing  his  37th  school  when 
death  called.  lie  had  talked  much  of  retiring  as  a  teacher  as  soon  as  he  became 
eligible.  He  wanted  to  devote  his  time  to  farming  and  farm  and  home  improvement 
He  was  very  proud  of  his  ancestors  and  collected  much  data  on  the  Leslie,  May 
and  Bevins  lines.  He  has  often  been  referred  to  as  an  authority  on  these  subjec , 
but  death  came  before  he  could  arrange  for  publication  the  information  he  had 
gathered,  if,  indeed,  such  had  been  his  intention.  A  few  of  his  collected  data 
have  been  contributed  to  this  present  volume  by  his  widow.  He  died  Jan. 20, 1946. 

At  t lie  age  of  36,  Grady  Bevins  was  married,  on  July  9,  1927,  to  Martha 
Fralev  (Taylor),  widow  of  London  Taylor.  She  was  the  daughter  of  T.  J.  Fraley 
and  Sarah  Elizabeth  Cornett.  ^Her  paternal  grandparents  were  Wilburn  Cornett 
and  Barbara  Lockard,  his  second-  wife.  (He  was  married  three  times  and  was  the 
father  of  23  or  24  children).  Barbara  Lockard’s  parents  were  John  Lockard  and 
Gincy  Staton,  fhe  daughter  of  Charley  Staton,  of  Virginia,  who  was  reputed  to 
have  been  "fabulously  wealthy".  However,  when  his  affairs  were  investigated 
after  his  death  it  was  found  that  the  "wealth",  if  any,  had  been  dissipated 
and  there  was  nothing  left  for  his  heirs.  Wilburn  Cornett's  father  was  Curtis 
Cornett.  Martha  Fraley  was  born  on  lower  John's  creek  on  the  farm  where  her 
father  had  been  born  and  reared.  Her  mother,  however,  was  born  in  Virginia. 

Grady  was  a  good  stepfather  to  his  wife's  children  by  her  first  marriage, 
and  encouraged  then  to  get  an  education  and  to  live  honorable  lives.  One  child, 
only,  was  born  to  Grady  and  Martha  Bevins.  They  named  him  South  Clinton  Bevins, 
for  Grady's  two  brothers.  He  was  born  July  21,  1930  at  the  old  Bevins  homestead, 
and  was  baptized  on  October- 19,  1938,  by  Reverend  James  Roark  of  the  M.  E. 
Church. 
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South  Clinton  Kevins  went  to  school  locally  and  later  attended  the  Pike- 
ville  (Kentucky)  Academy  (1940)  and  College  (1950).  He  then  enlisted  in  the 
\ir  Corps  O.C.S.  cadet  school  and  served  for  several  months.  His  service  was 
temporarily  suspended  for  awhile  because  of  his  health.  During  the  period  of 
his  recuperation  in  Florida  he  was  employed  at  various  things  which  allowed 
him  to  spend  his  time  outside.  One  of  these  jobs  was  with  the  Fuller  Brush 
Company. 

After  a  year  had  gone  by,  South  re-entered  college  at  the  University  of 
(entucky  and  studied  there  for  two  semesters.  He  then  taught  parts  of  three 
terms  at  Betsy  Layne  High  School.  He  later  became  a  radio  announcer  on  WPRT, 
?restonsburg.  After  a  year  at  this  he  was  employed  as  manger  of  a  new  radio 
station  WKYR  at  Keyser,  W.  Va. 

South  re-entered  the  Army  in  the  fall  of  1954  and  is  now  stationed  at  Ft. 
<nox,  Kentucky  where  he  is  operator  and  manager  of  the  KNOX  radio  station.  Some 
)f  his  work  at  Ft.  Knox  has  to  do  with  public  relations;  he  is  also  active  in 
mtting  on  plays  for  the  recreation  of  the  service  personnel.  South  is  also 
"working-off"  a  correspondence  course,  and  on  week-ends  is  announcer  on  WBRT 
radio  station  at  Bardstown. 

All  along  the  line,  South  Clinton  has  participated  in  local  sports  and 
-.ommunity  affairs,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  local  Lions,  Elks,  Moose,  and 
jther  clubs.  It  is  said  he  needs  no  mechanical  device  to  awaken  him  at  the 
ninute  he  has  set  the  evening  before  to  begin  his  daily  schedule.  He  is  un- 
narried. 

South  Clinton  Bevins  and  his  mother,  Mrs.  Martha  Bevins,  after  leaving 
Hie  old  Bevins  home  on  John's  Creek, purchased  some  land  on  the  river  beside 
.he  Mayo  Trail,  and  constructed  a  small  home.  Their  postoffice  is  Mare  Creek, 
(entucky. 


South  Early  Devins,  the  youngest  of  the  seven  children  of  the  Reverend 
Montraville  Bevins  and  Lula  (Burnett)  Bevins,  was  born  June  25,  1097.  He 
was  scarcely  seven  months  of  age  when  his  mother  passed  away.  He  attended  the 
rural  schools,  and,  as  did  all  of  that  family,  had  the  expert  guidance  and 
tutelage  of  his  gifted  father. 

After  completing  what  could  be  had  locally  South  Early  Bevins  attended 
Pikeville  College  and  the  Bowling  Green  Business  College.  He  then  studied  law 
at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  graduating  with  the  Class  of  1925.  He  was  a  practicin 
attorney  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  resided  in  that  city  for  many  years.  He 
was  an  Episcopalian  and  a  faithful  worker  in  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer.  He 
was  also  a  Mason. 

On  September  2,  1927,  South  Early  Bevins  was  married  to  Sophia  Sturdevant. 
the  daughter  of  James  and  Ellen  Sturdevant,  of  Hindman,  Kentucky.  Her  parents 
are  of  German  descent.  South  passed  away  suddenly  of  a  heart  attack,  on  July 
12,  1955.  He  was  taken  back  to  John's  Creek  and  was  buried  on  the  west  side 
of  the  creek  across  from  the  old  family  cemetery.  His  widow  and  their  only 
son  reside  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

Soutli  Lee  Devins  was  born  December  11,  1930,  at  Louisville,  the  only 
child  of  South  Early  and  Sophia  (Sturdevant)  Bevins.  He  was  named  for  his 
father  and  for  General  Lee.  South  Lee  entered  the  Choir  at  Christ  Church 
Episcopal  Cathedral  at  the  age  of  nine  and  sang  there  until  he  entered  the 
Navy.  He  graduated  from  high  school  in  Louisville  and  from  the  University 
of  Louisville,  receiving  a  B.  A.  degree  from  the  latter.  He  studied  law  for 
one  year  and  then  entered  the  U.  S.  Navy  in  March  1953.  He  served  for  two 
years,  and  left  the  Service  in  February  1955.  He  was  stationed  at  Yorktown, 
Virginia,  most  of  the  time  and  while  there  attended  William  and  Mary  College 
at  Williamsburg.  He  is  now  in  Louisville,  Kentucky, studying  to  be  a  doctor. 

He  is  unmarried. 
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ESTHER  JANE  BEVINS 


(Fourth  Generation  —  Robert  Line  —  Daughter  of  Luna  Lesley) 

Esther  Jane  Bevins  was  the  7th  of  the  children  of  Luna  Lesley  and  Hiram 
(ilgore  Bevins.  She  was  born  at  the  Bevins  home  on  John's  Creek  on  February 
14,  1049.  She  was  married  on  her  birthday  —  February  24,  1875  —  to  Beniamin 
Williamson.  Her  husband  was  known  as  "Piddler"  Ben,  to  distinguish  him  from 
.wo  other  Ben's  who  were  known  respectively  as  "Big"  Ben  and  "Little"  Ben.  The 
;hoice  of  the  nickname  was  said  to  stem  from  his  habit  of  performing  all  his 
asks  —  be  they  pleasant  or  unpleasant  —  in  a  "piddling"  manner. 

The  marriage  ceremony  of  Esther  and  Ben  was  performed  by  Robert  Hurt, 
linister  of  the  Methodist  Church,  a  kinsman  of  the  bride  by  marriage.  The 
vitness  was  Amos  Lesley,  also  a  cousin.  Esther's  husband  was  20  years  of  age 
ind  she  was  26  at  the  time  of  their  marriage.  His  parents  were  from  Virginia, 
lis  father  from  Logan  County  (now  West  Virginia)  and  his  mother  from  Russell 
lounty.  r 

The  Williamsons  resided  most  of  their  married  lives  in  Pike  County,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  near  what  later  became  Williamson,  West  Virginia.  Esther  died  at  the 
age  of  79  on  January  24,  1928,  and  Mr.  Williamson  died  at  08  on  December  7,' 

1942.  She  is  buried  in  the  Mont  Bevins  Cemetery  on  John's  Creek  and  Mr. 

Villiamson  is  buried  in  Bevins  Cemetery  on  Big  Creek,  Pike  County. 

The  Family  of  Esther  Jane  Bevins  and  Ben  Franklin  Williamson 

There  were  five  children  born  to  this  couple:  Martin  DeWitt  Clinton  William¬ 
son  was  born  October  26,  1875.  He  was  married  on  July-24,  1896,  to  Elen  Octavia 
Lowe.  He  died  on  July  3,  1943. 

Cheatham  Worthy  Williamson  was  born  May  7,  1877,  and  was  married  to  a 
sousin,  Minnie  Victoria  Maynard,,  daughter  of  Minta  Leslie  Maynard  (seepages  ). 
There  were  no  children.  He  died  January  13,  1903,  as  result  of  being  thrown  from 

a  horse.  His  wife,  who  was  a  twin  of  her  brother  Rush  Maynard,  was  born  on  Decem¬ 

ber  8,  1880,  and  died  1905. 


Luna  Victoria  Williamson  was  born  March  12,  1881.  She  was  married  on  July 
19,  1900  to  Allen  Slater.  They  had  one  son,  J.  B.  (Ben)  Slater.  Luna  Victoria 
died  March  7,  1903. 

Marv  Elizabeth  Williamson  was  born  May  20,  1887,  and  was  married  twice, 
tier  first  husband,  whom  she  married  on  September  1,  1902,  was  Bncrv  Runyon,  by 
.vhom  she  had  three  children,  all  boys:  Maxwell  Runyon;  Dewey  Runyon:  and  Burley 
Runyon.  There  is  at  least  one  Runyon  grandchild.  Her  second  husband  was  Patrick 
ami tli.  They  were  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Agnes  Smith,  who  married  Estill 
'.lcCoy.  The  latter  couple  had  a  daughter,  Mary  Ruth  McCoy  who  married  Donald  Gill, 
and  has  two  children. 

Hiram  Floyd  'Williamson  was  born  February  9,  1889.  He  was  married  on  Novem¬ 
ber  11,  1920  to  Elizabeth  Stepp,  who  was  born  February  16,  1898.  They  had  two 
sons,  Wallace  Leslie  Williamson.  who  was  born  August  31,  1925,  and  was  married 
an  July  14,  1950  to  Elizabeth  Clay.  The  other  son  is  George  Lacey  Williamson 
who  was  born  July  28,  1927,  and  who  is  an  yet  unmarried.  He  is  employed  in  one 
of  the  banks  in  Pikeville,  Ky. 
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THE  OLD  HOUSE 


And  the  People  Who  Dwelled  Therein 
Some  Reflections 

By  Martha  Bevins  —  Last  Occupant 


The  first  time  I  remember  the  Bevins’  house  and  its  inhabitants  was  when 
I  went  with  my  father  and  mother  on  a  week-end  visit  and  we  stayed  one  or  two 
nights.  Father  was  to  "sit  up"  with  Mr.  Bevins,  and  mother  was  to  do  some 
housework  for  them. 

Mr.  Bevins  was  very  ill  with  rheumatism  and  couldn't  turn  himself  in  the 
bed  without  assistance.  Clinton  was  away  at  school  and  Grady,  who  was  about 
14  years  of  age  at  the  time,  had  been  sleeping  nearby.  He  had  tied  a  piece 
of  string  or  staging  to  his  wrist  and  attached  it  within  reach  of  Mr.  Bevins, 
so  that  he  could  pull  it  and  awaken  him  if  he  needed  medicine  or  help  of  any 
kind. 

01  lie,  the  daughter,  was  married  at  that  time  but  was  at  home  on  a  visit 
and  was  also  helping  with  the  housework.  Somehow,  all  had  forgotten  South  and 
left  him  sleeping  on  a  couch.  He  was  in  a  draft  and  about  daybreak  his  croupy 
coughing  awakened  my  mother,  and  she  was  up  applying  home  remedies  —  such  as 
turpentine,  grease,  and  other  concoctions  --  when  others  of  the  family  arose 
next  morning. 

This  sort  of  thing  was  routine  with  my  father  and  mother.  I  always  went 
along  to  get  a  chance  to  ride  a  horse.  As  much  riding  as  I  did  I  should  have 
been  an  excellent  rider,  but  I  never  could  regain  my  balance  if  I  leaned  out 
of  line. 

Once,  again,  I  went  with  a  girl  friend  and  school  chum  to  have  Clinton, 
then  a  young  doctor,  cut  out  an  ingrowing  toe  nail.  Clinton  told  me  that  I 
would  have  to  give  the  ether,  and  I  told  him  I  would  not  do  it.  We  left  and 
later  on  the  girl's  father  went  along  to  assist  in  the  removal  of  the  nail. 

So,  on  different  occasions  through  the  years  it  was  necessary  for  me  to 
be  in  the  Bevins  home.  Mr.  Bevins  was  always  so  nice  to  me  and  would  tell  me 
so  many  things  I  hadn't  read  or  otherwise  learned.  I  always  kept  an  eye  on 
his  table  for  new  books  and  he  always  knew  how  to  entertain  us  with  the  ex¬ 
citing  new  items  he  had  marked  for  us.  He  had  books  for  everybody  who  wanted 
to  read,  and  all  were  the  best.  I  almost  coveted  the  first  set  of  Ridpath's 
Histories  of  the  World  that  Doctor  Clinton  had.  That  was  something  out  of 
ithis  world  to  me.  And  so,  it  was  books  and  work  for  all  the  family. 

Montraville  Bevins  went  to  a  seminary  but  I  do  not  recall  where,  and  was 
ordained  as  a  minister  at  the  hand  of  T.  P.  May  at  Snively  Chapel,  when  he 
was  17  years  of  age.  Having  been  "born  of  God",  The  life  of  Mr.  Bevins  was 
a  series  of  teaching  school  and  preaching,  attending  funerals,  farming  and 
surveying  lands.  He  was  one  of  the  best  scholars  in  that  section  and  did  much 
writing  for  neighbors  and  friends.  By  his  life  of  preaching  and  teaching  many 
others  were  enlightened  and  inspired  to  higher  morals.  He  taught  school  for 


356 


56  years  and  was  a  minister  for  58.  He  was  industrious,  frugal,  and  religious. 

Mr.  Bevins  married  Lula  Burnett  of  Prestonsburg,  who  was  ten  years  younger 
than  he.  As  was  the  custom  in  those  days  he  took  his  bride  home  to  live  with 
his  elderly  mother.  For  the  first  year  or  so  an  unmarried  sister  also  was  at 
home. 

Lula  Burnett  had  had  her  heart  set  on  teaching  art,  but  this  was  soon 
discouraged  as  being  too  "citified".  However,  a  hand-painted  picture  and  a 
tufted  emblem  showing  the  goldenrod,  Kentucky's  state  flower,  give  evidence 
that  had  she  continued  in  that  line,  she  would  have  been  outstanding. 

The  House  Had  Its  Own  Personality 

A  place  we  love  always  stands  out  most  of  all  in  our  minds.  And,  to  me, 
this  would  not  be  complete  if  I  didn't  say  something  about  the  'Old  House.' 

I  always  loved  the  place  of  residence.  It  was  on  a  knoll,  sloping  gradually 
off  to  low  land  --  a  natural  and  near-perfect  place  for  a  home.  I  always  mar¬ 
veled  at  the  perfect  setting  for  convenience  and  beauty. 

In  front  and  to  the  east,  John's  Creek  flowed  by.  There  was  always  a  mur¬ 
mur  as  of  voices,-  some  low  and  others  loud  in  the  distance,  caused  by  the  rip¬ 
pling  and  splashing  of  water  over  the  shoal.  One  could  almost  hear  what  these 
voices  said  at  low  tide.  It  was  a  tranquil  and  peaceful  place  —  a  place  of 
retreat  from  the  outside  world. 

The  house  was  durable  and  strongly  built.  Not  once,  in  all  the  storms 
I  sat  out  there  did  I  ever  feel  the  frame  tremble.  There  was  room,  and  a  feel¬ 
ing  of  security  there,  and  I  could  imagine  those  voices  were  the  voices  of  a 
long-ago  colony  of  sturdy  ancestors,  just  as  strong  and  brave  as  the  house. 

That  was  the  kind  that  made  and  furnished  the  house.  How  much  I  learned  to  love 
it,  as  I  did  those  who  preceded  me,  no  one  can  ever  know.  It  was  home  sweet  home 
to  my  children  and  to  me,  as  it  was  to  Grady,  and  had  been  to  his  parents,  and 
grandparents. 

As  the  years  went  by,  the  more  I  loved  and  the  warp  and  woof  of  life's 
shuttle  bound  me  more  strongly  and  still  closer  in.  If  I  left,  I  went  looking 
back  praying  that  Providence  would  keep  it  safe  for  my  homecoming.  And,  on  re¬ 
turning,  I  was  so  pleased  that  I  went  looking  out  each  window  and  inside,  re¬ 
joicing  as  if  it  were  a  new-found  love. 

But  all  good  things  end,  -  often  tragically.  I  have  schooled  myself  that 
he  who  seeks  hard  enough  shall  find.  Since  I  could  no  longer  keep  the  home  and 
its  ancient  articles  and  keepsakes  intact,  I  decided  to  let  all  die  together, 
and  get  out.  Not  my  will,  but  since  it  happened,  I  have  a  peace,  a  serenity 
that  I  never  thought  I  could  have.  All  barriers  burned  when  I  left.  I  scarcely 
looked  back. 

Now,  I  recall  each  place  of  setting  of  the  various  things,  but  I  have  no 
desire  to  live  back  there.  I  still  say  "I  am  going  home",  but  I  don’t  mean 
the  word  "home".  Its  the  place  I  love  to  go  and  spend  an  hour  of  meditation. 
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At  dusk,  I  can  almost  hear  the  cows  coming  in,  and  the  mocking  flurry  of  the 
chickens  as  they  settle  themselves  upon  their  perch. 

Then,  there  is  the  vision  of  the  new  mown  hay,  and  the  ripening  (and  rottim 
of  all  good  edibles  to  be  had  if  one  cares  to  possess  them.  The  flowers,  too. 
The  honeysuckles  that  Pearl  set  out;  the  roses  that  Aunt  Mary  loved;  and  the 
cedars  that  Martin  DeWitt  Clinton  transplanted.  (What  a  name]  I  wonder  where 
they  got  it?)  The  cedar  stumps  are  still  standing. 

I  think  of  Mr.  Bevins  and  the  other  members  of  his  family  —  how  they  strug¬ 
gled,  how  they  worked  —  and  wonder  if  they  ever  knew  contentment  or  perfect 
peace  of  mind.  It  seemed  to  me  that  their's  was  a  life  of  acheiving,  a  seeking 
forever  of  things  mortal  man  rarely  possesses,  but  almost  grasps  —  to  achieve 
the  perfect,  the  supreme  —  but  not,  hardly.  There  was  no  compromising  of  the 
peace  of  in-between  —  no  relaxation,  no  shaking  of  the  shackles  off  the  fettered 
mind. 


Perhaps  one  could  say  that  this  struggle  —  if  that  would  be  the  word  — 
was  caused  by  father  and  sons  living  alone.  I  do  not  know.  Neither  do  I  know 
that  there  was  no  access  to  inner  chambers  of  the  mind  that  made  retribution 
for  all  the  births  and  deaths  in  this  family. 

Let's  let  the  story  rest  with  the  going  away,  and  let  bygones  be  bygones. 
Search  the  world  over  and  you  could  not  find  a  cleaner,  more  honorable  and 
nobler  race.  I  am  proud  of  the  lot  I  shared  as  one  of  the  last  survivors  of 
this  old  house. 

Notes  on  the  People  Who  Dwelled  Therein 

Out  from  this  house  went  a  preacher,  a  teacher,  and  a  surveyor  —  Montra- 
ville  (not  mentioning  the  other  brothers  and  sisters).  In  Montraville's  family 
all  adults  were  teachers  except  May  and  Clinton.  May  married  and  went  away 
while  a  very  young  lady.  Clinton  spent  his  early  adult  life  studying  to  be  a 
doctor. 

Ollie  taught  school  before  and  after  marriage  and  did  some  very  delicate 
and  fancy  lace  work.  She  had  one  of  the  finest  scrapbooks  in  Eastern  Kentucky, 
and  also  composed  some  very  good  poems. 

Grady  began  teaching  at  the  age  of  17  and  earned  an  LLB  degree  in  1926. 

He  didn't  like  to  practice  because  he  could  "see  both  sides"  and  his  conscience 
bothered  him.  So  he  quit  the  law  office  and  began  teaching  and  farming.  In 
later  life  that  was  what  he  planned  and  what  he  was  doing.  South  also  was  a 
teacher  and  made  his  LLB  in  about  the  same  year. 

My  daughter,  Ruth,  was  a  graduate  stenographer  of  Booth’s  and  also  a 
graduate  nurse  from  Dr.  Marting’s  Hospital  at  Ironton,  Ohio.  My  son,  Elmer, 
was  a  fanner,  a  miner,  and  a  soldier.  He  is  now  the  proudest  of  all  —  the 
father  of  three  sons.  (These  were  the  Taylor  children  to  whom  Grady  was  as 
kind  and  helpful  as  any  father  to  his  own). 
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My  youngest  son,  South  (Bevins),  is  again  in  service  and  has  been  a  very 
industrious  and  interesting  boy.  He  has  taught  school  and  managed  a  radio 
station;  from  the  latter  he  was  called  to  finish  his  required  two  years  of 
military  training. 

I, also,  am  an  ex-teacher.  I  was  married  to  James  Landon  Taylor  in  191 5i0 
Hence,  Ruth  and  Elmer  (mentioned  above).  Landon  died  in  the  influenza  epidemic 
of  1920. 

Grady  and  I  married  in  July  1927.  We  each  taught  school  in  Pike,  Floyd 
and  Martin  counties.  Daily  we  rode  out  of  Pike  into  Floyd  and  taught  in  Martin. 
I  just  made  that  grade  one  year.  Too  much  exercise  for  me. 

I  taught  the  first  school  in  the  new  house  on  head  of  Wolfe  Creek.  We 
were  all  so  very  proud  of  the  new  building.  Trying  to  keep  warm  and  study, too, 
had  been  pretty  rugged  with  just  a  shelter  and  1  1/2  sides  to  the  old  building. 
We  had  had  to  cut  and  haul  spruce,  cedars,  Rhododendrons,  and  all  kinds  of  ever¬ 
greens,  to  stop  the  snow  and  wind  from  blowing  us  away.  It  was  thus  made  com¬ 
fortable  and  there  was  such  a  good  odor  from  the  branches  brought  in  by  our  own 
efforts  against  the  wintry  elements.  It  was  terribly  dark,  however,  to  study 
by.  One  day  I  had  one  little  girl  only.  Other  children  were  ill  and  it  was 
very  cold  with  plenty  of  snow  and  ice.  Some  were  isolated  and  couldn't  get  to 
school.  Throughout  the  term  I  stayed  the  night  at  least  once  in  each  household. 
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SELECTED  BIOGRAPHIES 


(An  explanation  by  the  Editor) 

A  section  devoted  to  special  biographies,  character  and  personality 
sketches  of  outstanding  members  of  the  Leslie  family,  was  contemplated 
from  the  beginning  of  this  history.  The  idea  and  request  for  material 
therefor  was  set  forth  in  the  "General  Plan"  for  the  book.  Had  the 
response  been  more  widespread,  the  task  of  selection  would  doubtless 
have  been  more  difficult.  The  use  of  those  selected  does  not  mean, 
therefore,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  historian  the  lives  and  work  of 
these  persons  were  of  more  importance  than  those  of  many  others.  They 
have  been  chosen,  primarily,  because  they  were  submitted  for  that  purpose 
and,  secondly,  because  they  portray  in  greater  detail  the  lives  as  lived 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  development  of  their  communities  and  the 
country  as  a  whole  was  affected  by  their  lives  and  works. 

Other  sketches,  submitted  as  such,  or  put  together  by  the  editor 
from  fragmentary  information  supplied,  are  included  with  other  family 
data  in  the  order  selected  for  such  presentation,  i.e.  chronologically, 
family-by-family,  and  generation-by-generation.  The  ones  given  here, 
being  longer,  would  perhaps  have  broken  the  reader's  train  of  thought  as 
he  followed  through,  what,  in  its  very  nature,  must  be  a  rather  ponderous 
volume.  Coming  as  they  now  do,  at  the  very  end,  they  serve  to  pinpoint 
and  sharpen  the  reader’s  understanding  of  the  lives  led  not  only  by  these 
few,  but  by  all  those  others  about  whom  less  detailed  information  was 
contributed.  In  singling  them  out  it  was  not  intended  to  intimate  that 
they  "rose  above"  their  beginnings,  but  rather  that  they  made  use  of  the 
foundation  laid  for  them.  They  were  always  eloquent  and  humble  in  their 
praise  and  thanks  to  their  forefathers  for  making  it  possible  for  them 
to  be  pioneers  in  their  own  time  and  in  their  own  chosen  fields.  We,  of 
the  later  generations,  would  do  well  to  emulate  them  in  our  loyalty. 

The  biographies  which  follow  include  a  representative  of  each  of 
four  fields  of  endeavor:  the  Ministry;  Education;  Industry;  and  the  Law. 
The  first  two  were  members  of  the  4th  generation  of  this  branch  of  the 
Leslie  family  in  America;  and  the  last  two  were  members  of  the  5th  genera 
tion.  All  were  reared  in  the  Big  Sandy  Valley  of  Kentucky,  and,  except 
for  one,  devoted  the  major  part  of  their  lives  for  the  betterment  of  that 
community.  Each  was  contributed  by  members  of  the  families,  or  by 
friends  who  knew  the  subjects  intimately  over  a  long  period  of  time. 
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MONTRAVILLE  BEVINS,  MINISTER 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South 

Montraville  Bevins  was  ordained  a  Minister  at  Snively  Chapel.  This  was 
the  first  Methodist  church  to  be  organized  in  the  John’s  Creek  area.  He  was 
only  17  years  of  age  at  the  time.  The  event  was  recorded  in  his  own  Bible 
thus:  Born  of  God,  August  16,  1864,  at  Snively  Chapel.  Only  the  year  before, 
the  land  for  the  little  church  had  been  donated  by  kinspeople  of  his:  Martin 
and  Sarah  B.  Lesley;  and  the  official  who  ordained  him,  T.  P.  May,  was  also 
a  kinsman  by  marriage. 

Records  indicate  that  Mr.  Bevins  may  have  attended  a  church  school  on 
the  upper  reaches  of  Big  Sandy;  and  some  entries  also  mention  the  Upper  Big 
Sandy  Academy. 

Montraville  Bevins  was  a  man  of  keen  intellect  and  broad  mental  powers, 
and  was  a  tireless  and  indefatigable  student.  He  is  conceded  by  many  to  have 
been  the  most  learned  man  of  his  day  in  the  entire  expanse  of  Eastern  Kentucky. 
He  was  a  deep  thinker,  and  well  versed  not  only  in  the  Bible  which  was  his 
first  and  last  choice,  but  in  other  literature,  history,  sociology,  and  many 
other  subjects.  His  university  was  in  his  home  and  in  his  mind  and  heart.  He 
had  many  books,  more  than  perhaps  anyone  else  in  that  area  at  that  time,  and 
he  put  than  to  the  utmost  use. 

Preacher  Without  a  Pastorate 

Although  one  of,  if  not  the  leader  in  the  Methodist  Church  South  of  that 
time  and  in  that  area,  Mr.  Bevins  never  was  assigned  to  a  pastorate.  Onereason 
for  this  was  that  circumstances  required  his  presence  at  home;  and  he  had  a 
home  of  his  own  in  which  to  remain;  also  his  own  health  was  very  frail,  always, 
and  it  was  deemed  that  he  could  serve  best  by  keeping  his  own  home  intact.  He, 
therefore,  "rode  the  Circuit"  and  was  a  familiar,  well-beloved  and  welcome 
figure  as  he  traveled  through  the  hills.  Fortunate  indeed  was  the  spot, wherever 
it  was,  where  he  made  a  Sunday  stop  to  preach. 

Schoolmaster  and  Surveyor,  as  well  as  Preacher. 

Mr.  Bevins  was  not  only  a  preacher,  but  for  many  years  taught  school  also, 
le  was  a  Mason.  He  also  surveyed  many  tracts  of  land  and  established  the 
boundaries  which  were  in  doubt,  as  well  as  of  some  that  had  not  before  been 
surveyed.  In  the  early  days,  when  land  was  there  for  the  taking,  and  especially 
in  the  rough  mountain  terrain, many  tracts  were  missed  in  the  earlier  surveys 
(if  any)  and  thus  remained  unclaimed. 

It  has  been  said  of  one  of  these  old  land  surveyors  —  which  might  well 
lave  been  Mr.  Bevins  —  that  he  could  measure  accurately  by  the  use  of  his  fa¬ 
vorite  riding  mare,  whose  pace  was  even  and  covered  so  many  miles  per  hour, 

:o  the  end  that  often  his  old  fashioned  stemwinder  watch  and  his  trusty  mare 
\iere  the  only  surveying  instruments  necessary.  (When  questioned  about  this, 
lis  youngest  son,  South,  stated  that  "it  makes  a  good  story,  but  I  doubt  it 
:as  Dad.") 

levotion  to  Home  and  Family 

When  Montraville  was  only  15  years  of  age  he  lost  his  father  by  death 
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(in  1062);  the  next  year,  two  of  his  older  brothers  were  killed  in  the  Civil 
War,  Even  before  this,  the  home  had  lost  two  of  the  children  in  their  youth 
—  a  brother  and  a  sister.  Soon  after  the  Civil  War  was  ended,  the  only  re¬ 
maining  brother  left  home  for  a  few  years  in  the  west  and  when  he  returned 
soon  married  and  established  a  home  of  his  own.  Thus,  early,  Montraville  was 
to  shoulder  with  his  mother  and  two  sisters  the  responsibilities  of  the  home. 

Me  was  30  years  of  age  before  he  married  and  brought  his  bride  home  to  his 
mother’s  house.  One  sister  had  married  two  years  before  and  the  other  married 
two  years  later. 

Mr.  Bevins'  wife  was  Lula  Amanda  Burnett  of  Prestonsburg,  Ky. ,  ten  years 
his  junior.  The  family  grew  to  seven  children  during  the  21  years  of  married 
life  and  the  multidudinous  duties  of  housekeeping  and  rearing  of  these  children 
soon  took  their  toll.  On  January  20,  1898,  Lula  died  and  the  Rev.  Bevins  was 
soon  left  alone  to  care  for  the  home  and  three  small  boys.  His  elder  daughter 
had  married  and  gone  away  to  the  west  to  live,  another  daughter  and  son  had 
died  in  childhood,  and  his  last  remaining  daughter  was  soon  to  marry. 

Many  years  later,  when  his  task  seemed  about  finished,  Mr.  Bevins  wrote 
the  following  letter  to  a  cousin. *  We  will  let  him  tell  in  his  own  words  how 
the  evening  of  his  days  were  spent  after  he  had  become  so  crippled  from  rheuma¬ 
tism  that  he  could  no  longer  actively  carry  on  either  of  his  professions.  Al¬ 
though  the  copy  of  this  letter  to  which  access  was  given  for  the  purposes  of 
this  history  was  not  so  dated,  it  is  believed  it  was  written  in  1921,  since  he 
mentioned  his  age  as  being  74  years: 

"We  come  now  to  speak  of  ourselves  and  families.  Owing  to  bodily 
infirmities,  we  cannot  plow,  fence,  hoe,  and  do  general  farmwork  as  you 
boasted  of,  but  let  me  now  boast  of  my  eyesight.  I  read  without  spectacles, 
and  this  is  a  sign  that  I  am  taking  the  second  growth. 

"I  do  my  housework,  making  up  the  beds  and  sweeping,  washing,  mend¬ 
ing  my  clothes,  towels,  etc.,  but  it  is  barbarously  donej  My  family  consists 
of  three  boys:  Clinton,  Grady,  and  South  Early  Bevins. 

"Clinton  graduated  at  University  of  Louisville  in  1909  from  medical 
department.  He  was  in  the  World  War  one  year  and  came  home  and  built  a 
house  on  the  lower  end  of  the  farm.  Grady  graduated  from  High  School  and 
holds  a  State  certificate.  South  finished  his  High  School  last  year  and 
is  taking  a  business  course  at  Bowling  Green. 


1  Excerpt  from  a  letter  to  Amos  Leslie  Hager  Hill,  Kentucky  in  reply  to  the 
latter's  request  for  information  on  the  Leslie  family.  The  above  excerpt 
followed  a  very  scholarly  and  interesting  account  of  the  first  Leslies  in  this 
country  (our  branch)  as  well  as  some  historical  data  on  the  beginnings  of  the 
family  in  Scotland  and  Ireland.  That  information  has  been  given  elsewhere  in 
this  volume,  and  therefore  will  not  be  repeated  here  in  the  interest  of 
conserving  space. 
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"I  am  now  74  years  of  age,  general  health  good,  but  a  hopeless 
cripple. 

"Only  a  few  of  the  old  neighbors  you  readily  recall  still  live  and 
most  of  those  who  are  living  are  very  frail.  Time  has  wrought  many  changes. 
In  fact  you  would  scarcely  recognize  the  old  homeplace  on  John's  Creek  if 
you  should  be  taken  there  in  the  night.  Every  building  that  was  there 
60  years  ago  is  down  and  others  are  in  their  stead." 

Despite  the  physical  frailties  of  which  he  speaks  in  the  letter  previously 
quoted,  one  of  Montraville  Bevins’last  deeds  of  devotion  to  family,  was  to  assist 
in  a  much-needed,  long-deferred  task.  In  1922,  just  a  few  months  before  his  death 
in  1923,  he  helped  erect  a  cement  marker  at  the  grave  of  William  Robert  Lesley, the 
first  of  this  branch  of  the  Lesley  (Leslie)  Family  to  come  to  America. 

Montraville  Bevins  died  on  Aug.  29,  1923,  and  is  buried  in  the  Bevins  Family 
Cemetery  on  the  farm  where  he  spent  his  entire  life.  A  number  of  his  own  im¬ 
mediate  family  are  interred  there  also,  as  are  two  of  his  Lesley  aunts,  sisters 
of  his  mother  for  whom  she,  he,  and  his  sisters  cared  in  their  last  illnesses. 


Prof.  K.A.E.  Leslie  at  about  55  years  of  age,  as  he  winds  up  his  lifelong  work 
in  the  rural  schools  of  Kentucky.  He  wears  the  bow  tie  and  the  alpaca  suit 
for  which  he  was  famous.  He  is  seated  astride  a  fine  riding  horse  in  the 
middle  of  John's  Creek  where  Lawrence  Morrison  "caught"  him  with  his  camera 
which  he  set  up  on  a  tripod  in  the  sand  of  the  creek  bed.  In  his  hand  Professc 
Leslie  holds  his  light  brown  John  B.  Stetson  felt  hat,  having  been  asked  to  do: 
it.  The  hat,  too,  was  a  part  of  his  customary  dress.  He  wore  it  in  the  wintei 
lie  wore  it  in  the  summer,  insisting  that  it  was  cooler  than  straw.  Ilis  summer 
"teaching"  suit  was  grey  alpaca,  and  his  winter  one  was  usually  black  alpaca. 
For  Sunday  and  other  special  occasions,  if  he  were  lucky  enough  to  possess  one, 
lie  wore  a  beautiful  Navy  blue.  In  later  years  he  often  wore  grey  and  sometime; 
brown.  These  were  wool,  also,  but  the  alpaca  suit  could  no  longer  be  had,  and 
the  ne.i  had  not  yet  become  so  emancipated  that  they  wore  cottons  and  other  coolr 
materials  in  summer. 


A  typical  mountain  school.  Professor  Leslie  stands  in  the  doorway  in  a  charac¬ 
teristic  pose,  his  hands  clasped  behind  his  back,  leaning  slightly  forward,  yet 
always  erect,  as  he  benignly  beams  upon  the  young  hopefuls,  many  of  whom  when 
they  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood  attained  heights  which  justified  his  faith 
in  them.  This  school  was  at  the  mouth  of  Sycamore  Creek,  just  across  John’s 
Creek  from  the  old  Lesley  home  where  Prof.  Leslie  was  born.  Quite  a  contrast, 
eh!  from  Morrison  Hall  at  Transylvania  (shown  elsewhere)  from  which  he  had 
graduated  some  30  years  before. 


The  three  teacher  daughters 


R.  A.  E.  LESLIE 


(Teacher,  Lawyer,  Editor,  Publisher,  Farmer) 

A  "GENTLEMAN  OF  THE  OLD  SCHOOL" 

A  COMTOS ITE  PORTRAIT  BY  HIS  DAUGHTERS  1 

R.  A.  E.  Leslie  ("Bob"  to  his  intimates  and  christened  Robert  Allen  Eng¬ 
lish  Leslie),  was  the  youngest  son  of  a  youngest  son  of  a  youngest  son  of  a 
youngest  son  —  and  this  is  as  far  back  as  the  line  has  been  run.  He  was  born 
more  than  a  hundred  years  ago  —  on  July  9,  1854  —  the  son  of  Martin  Lesley 
and  Sarah  B.  Auxier  Lesley. 

Bob  Leslie  was  orphaned  at  the  age  of  five.  Two  years  later  the  War 
Between  the  States  began.  The  war  over,  the  circumstance  of  his  mother's  third 
marriage  when  he  was  only  13  may  perhaps  have  forced  the  issue  as  to  what  his 
life's  work  was  to  be.  Bob  had  been  early  imbued  with  the  idea  of  more  than 
an  ordinary  education.  Eesides  his  mother,  his  elder  brother,  T.  J.  Mayo,  was 
perhaps  one  of  the  earliest  and  long-lasting  of  his  mentors.  Mr.  Mayo  taught 
a  school  at  their  home  all  through  the  Civil  War,  the  only  one  in  that  area 
which  did  remain  in  a  going  condition. 

As  Bob  grew  a  little  older  he  and  14  others  in  that  neighborhood  went 
over  on  the  river  to  a  school  which  was  called  the  "Academy".  The  boys  "batched" 
Bob  took  pneumonia  and  almost  died.  His  mother  brought  him  home  and  soon  there¬ 
after  he  was  persuaded  to  take  the  teacher's  examination.  Thus  began  his  long 
career  of  teaching.  His  first  school  was  on  Joe's  Creek  and  he  began  at  once 
to  gain  the  good  reputation  which  he  retained  throughout  his  professional  career. 
Beginning  at  the  tender  age  of  15  he  taught  almost  uninterruptedly  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  55  years.  He  taught  at  least  30  years  altogether  and  probably 
35  years. 

Of  the  five  children  born  to  Martin  and  Sarah  Lesley,  R.A.E  was  the  one 
most  closely  associated  with  the  mountain  counties  which  lay  within  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Big  Sandy  Valley.  The  other  sons  and  daughters  married  and 
established  their  homes  in  Johnson,  Lawrence,  and  Greenup  Counties,  which 
counties  were  more  in  the  foothills  and  the  lowland  sections  of  the  state. 

There  was  scarcely  a  community  in  the  Sandy  Valley  which  did  not  know 
and  welcome  the  young  Mr.  Leslie.  Some  counties  bordering  on  the  Ohio  heard 
of  him  also.  In  Greenup  County  to  which  he  had  been  invited  by  Mr.  Wm.  Archer 
Womack,  father  of  a  dozen  sons  and  daughters,  he  conducted  a  school  in  which 
he  met  his  future  wife  —  "Molly"  Womack  —  who  proved  to  be  his  prize  pupil 
as  well. 

It  can  be  truly  said  that  the  three-score  and  twelve  years  of  R.A.E.  Leslie’s 
life  were  for  the  most  part  inextricably  interwoven  with  the  history  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  area  settled  by  his  forefathers.  Except  for  two  widely  separated 


1  Based  on  a  more  intimate  and  entertaining  story  of  the  life  of  R.A.E.  Leslie 
and  Mary  F.  Leslie  and  their  family,  privately  published  and  written  primarily 
for  their  grandchildren  and  great  grandchildren. 
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periods  of  his  life  —  each  a  decade  in  length  —  during  which  he  and  his 
family  resided  in  Texas  (1884-1894),  and  in  Virginia  (1915-1926),  R.  A.  E. 

Leslie  devoted  his  entire  life  to  the  cause  of  rural  education  in  the  Big 
Sandy  Valley,  more  particularly  to  the  John's  Creek  area  where  he  was  borr\ 
but  also  touching  practically  every  section  of  the  valley. 

He  Goes  to  Lexington  for  More  Study 

School  terms  as  supported  by  the  State  at  that  time  were  short  and  the 
pay  was  very  meager.  Young  Mr.  Leslie,  however,  usually  added  several  months 
of  subscription  school.  In  the  summer  he  worked  at  various  things  which  brought 
him  into  contact  with  the  people  of  the  Valley,  and  gave  an  opportunity  to 
spread  among  tnem  his  own  enthusiasm  for  education.  He  sold,  among  other  things, 
fruit  trees,  tinware,  school  supplies,  and  books.  He  even  attempted  to  work 
along  with  the  older  men  at  cradling  wheat  and  other  fanning  chores. 

During  all  this  time  Bob  never  lost  contact  with  his  mother  and  other 
members  of  the  family.  When  he  was  23,  he  and  his  older  brother  Martin  Samuel 
Leslie  who  was  also  teaching  and  also  unmarried,  pooled  their  funds  and  entered 
the  schools  of  higher  learning  in  Lexington,  Kentucky.  Their  mother,  having 
become  a  widow  for  the  third  time,  accompanied  the  young  men  and  set  up  a 
home  for  them  and  other  young  college  students,  across  from  the  college  campus. 

The  other  members  of  the  family  had  all  married  before  this  time. 

R.A.E.  Leslie  studied  law  and  also  attended  the  College  of  the  Bible  and 
the  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences  of  Transylvania  University.  When  he  graduated 
at  the  head  of  his  class  in  law  in  1879  the  University  of  Kentucky  and  Transly- 
vania  University  had  temporarily  merged  and  were  known  as  the  University  of 
Kentucky.  However,  the  various  colleges  kept  their  identity  and  were  administered 
independently. 

Upon  his  graduation  ,  R.  A.  E.  Leslie  was  offered  a  position  with  a  large 
corporation  in  Lexington.  He  declined,  however,  because  he  did  not  believe 
in  the  concentration  of  too  much  power  in  a  few  hands.  He  did  practice  law 
for  awhile  in  the  Bluegrass  city,  but  soon  returned  to  his  native  hill  country. 

In  1881  he  married  Miss  Mary  Frances  Womack  who  was  from  that  time  on  a  partner 
in  every  sense  of  the  word. 

The  Leslies  Enter  the  Publishing  Business 

They  Go  to  Texas  to  Seek  Their  Fortunes 

Shortly  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leslie  established  a  paper  in 
Prestonsburg,  Ky.  which  they  named  the  Prestonsburg  Banner.  Mr.  Leslie  also 
taught  school  there  and  did  some  legal  work.  He  was  enabled  to  scatter  his 
skills  in  this  way  because  of  the  able  assistance  not  only  of  his  wife,  who 
set  type  and  helped  edit  the  paper,  but  that  of  his  14-year  old  nephew,  M. 

F.  Conley,  whose  mother  had  recently  died.  (It  was  thus  that  Milt  Conley 
learned  the  rudiments  of  the  newspaper  publishing  business  which  later  enabled 
him  to  establish  his  own  paper  --  The  Big  Sandy  News  --  which  became  one  of 
the  outstanding  publications  of  the  State.)  Another  period  was  spent  in  Pike- 
ville  where  a  newspaper  was  published  and  Mr.  Leslie  taught  school  and  was^ 
police  judge  for  awhile.  It  is  believed  this  paper  was  called  the  Pikeville 

Enterprise,  and  perhaps  one  Pherigo  was  the  owner  or  co-owner.  R.  H,  Weddington 
R.  H.  Weddington  was  co-owner  and  co-editor  of  the  "Banner"  with  Leslie.  His 
daughter,  Mrs.  Alice  Bryant,  who  was  9  years  old  the  year  it  was  launched, 
remembers  the  "Banner"  clearly.  (See:  Ely's  "The  Big  Sandy  Valley,  pp.  329 
et  seq,  and  also  :  Floyd  County  Times,  Nov.  10,  1955,  Sec.  2,  p.  1,  article 
by  Henry  P.  Scalf). 
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Iii  1004,  after  the  birth  of  their  second  child,  the  R.A.E.  Leslies  went 
to  Texas  to  "find  their  fortune".  Ten  years  were  spent  in  that  State.  They 
joined  the  "runs"  which  opened  up  the  Cherokee  Strip  and  the  Oklahoma  Ter¬ 
ritory  but  no  fortune  -  unless  it  might  be  considered  that  the  four  chil¬ 

dren  which  had  been  added  to  the  family  made  some  recompense  for  the  droughts, 
crop  failures,  cyclones,  and  such  calamities  which  befell.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
the  call  of  the  "Hills  of  Home"  was  strong,  and  the  Winter  of  1094-95  found 
Mr.  Leslie  back  in  Kentucky  beginning  what  was  to  become  another  quarter  cen¬ 
tury  of  rural  education. 

Returning  to  Kentucky  They  Dedicate 

Their  Lives  to  Rural  Education 

Unlike  other  professors  of  that  period,  the  Leslies  did  not  establish 
"seminaries"  in  the  tonms  where  they  could  be  backed  by  the  business  people 
and  could  draw  pupils  from  the  rural  sections  as  well.  Rather,  they  went 
into  the  hills  where  the  need  was  greater,  mingled  with  the  people  and  made 
themselves  one  with  the  community.  They  were  paid  for  one  or  two  pupils  at 
a  modest  rate  and  welcomed  all  the  rest  of  the  family.  Their  pay  was  some¬ 
times  in  the  form  of  lindsey  woolsey  and  yarn  stockings  for  the  children, 
garden  stuff,  fruit  and  meat  for  their  table,  smoking  tobacco  for  his  pipe — 
and  very  little  money. 

Equipment  for  schoolrooms  was  almost  nil  in  those  days,  but  what  was  lack¬ 
ing  in  the  "tools  of  the  trade"  was  more  than  compensated  for  by  the  dedicated 
determination  of  this  family  to  bring  into  these  homes  the  love  of  learning 
and  the  will  to  do  the  best  with  what  they  had. 

One  of  the  strongest  and  most  pronounced  facets  of  Mr.  Leslie’s  character 
was  the  ability  to  kindle  the  spark  and  fan  the  fires  of  ambition;  to  see  op¬ 
portunities  for  others  and  to  encourage  them  to  use  their  native  intelligence 
to  bring  about  better  conditions  for  their  children.  Today,  as  this  is  written, 
there  are  many  who  were  then  among  the  "younger  professors",  and  now  men  and 
women  of  05  years  or  so,  who  say:  "He  was  the  best,  an  inspiration  to  me.’"  One 
said  the  difference  between  Mr.  Leslie  and  many  other  good  teachers  was  that 
while  some  could  teach  if  the  pupil  wanted  to  learn,  "Mr.  Leslie  made  you  want 
to  learn.*" 

Mr.  Leslie  was  so  eager  for  the  mountain  lads  and  lassies  to  have  a  chance 

that  lie  trained  his  older  daughters  in  such  a  way  that  they  could,  would,  and 

did  "carry  on"  after  him  —  indeed,  along  with  him,  for  that  matter.  At  one 
period  Mr.  Leslie  and  three  of  his  daughters  were  at  the  same  time  among  the 
leading  teachers  of  Pike  County.  "Miss  June"  and  "Miss  May"  began  at  17  and 
"Miss  Fay"  at  10  years  of  age,  and  all  were  much  beloved  and  popular  teachers. 
This  one  family  has  to  date  devoted  an  aggregate  of  more  than  a  100  years  to 

the  instruction  and  guidance  of  rural  youth.  One  granddaughter  is  making  a 

career  of  the  profession  and  already  has  twenty  years  to  her  credit.  Other 
members  have  taught  for  varying  lengths  of  time.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
the  present  generation  will  develop  any  teachers  among  them. 
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Ahead  of  Their  Times  The  Leslies 

Introduce  Adult  Education  and  Practice  Teaching 

Lest  the  reader  get  the  impression  that  Mr.  Leslie  spent  his  life  and 
his  considerable  talent  teaching  A.B.C. 's  and  the  Three  R’s  to  the  children 
from  six  to  sixteen  who  were  required  by  law  to  attend  the  few  months  the 
state  provided  for,  we  wish  to  point  out  here  that  while  all  the  require¬ 
ments  were  duly  met,  the  schools  that  Mr.  Leslie  taught  were  much  more  than 
that.  Else,  important  as  all  that  was  and  is,  it  would  not  have  held  the 
interest  and  loyalty  of  this  extremely  gifted  man.  Just  remember  that  this 
was  the  day  before  railroads,  before  telephones,  before  automobiles,  before 
roads  as  we  know  them  now.  It  was  the  day  of  long  winters  in  the  fastnesses 
of  the  mountains. 

Industrialization,  public  works,  even  the  mining  of  coal  in  a  coal  coun¬ 
try  was  unknown  except  perhaps  for  an  occasional  coal  bank  for  home  use,  and 
even  these  were  few  and  far  between  in  those  days.  People  walked  around  all 
over  those  hills  and  mountains  with  not  a  thought  of  what  was  beneath  their 
feet.  They  had,  more's  the  pity,  begun  to  cut  and  slash  the  beautiful  tall 
timber  and  float  it  down  the  creeks  and  rivers  to  market.  But  only  a  few 
people  worked  at  that  and  got  away  to  civilization,  as  they  might  have  called 
it,  for  a  day  or  so,  during  the  winter. 

The  people  worked  all  the  hot  summer  trying  to  raise  enough  food  for 

families  and  livestock  to  last  the  coming  winter. 

There  were  hundreds  of  adult  people  in  those  days  who  could  not  even 
read  or  write;  grown  men  and  women  with  families  couldn't  even  help  their  chil 
dren  with  their  A.B.C. 's.  It  was  to  these  grown  people  that  Mr.  Leslie  and 
others  like  him  appealed.  They  made  them  want  to  learn,  and  they  convinced 
them  without  embarrassing  them  that  just  to  be  able  to  read  would  open  up  a 

vast  new  world  to  them.  There  were  also  those  who  although  they  had  learned 

to  read  and  write  and  count  a  little,  wanted  to  learn  more,  wanted  to  go  on 
and  take  their  place  in  an  enlightened  world.  They  had  no  money  to  pay  a 
teacher;  they  had  no  way  to  leave  their  home  and  go  away  to  school. 

Thus,  long  before  they  begun  to  talk  in  the  more  urban  centers  of  "moon¬ 
light  schools"  for  "adult  education",  Mr.  Leslie  was  encouraging  and  inspiring 
young  men  and  women  tu  increase  their  knoivledge.  He  did  not  confine  himself 
to  state’s  "requirements”,  what  he  knew  he  shared  with  others.  If  he  didn't 
know  about  a  subject,  he  read  up  on  it  until  he  could  impart  it  to  others.  He 
had  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  and  money  broadening  his  own  education,  and 
he  spared  himself  not  at  all  in  seeing  that  others  were  given  all  the  help 
he  could  give  them. 

Mr.  Leslie  often  told  with  wry  amusement  of  the  class  in  Greek  he  once 
conducted.  It  was  composed  of  a  group  of  especially  bright  and  eager  young 
people  who  had  become  so  interested  in  literature  and  the  classics  that  they 
wanted  to  learn  to  read  in  the  original J  Young  Mr.  Leslie  got  some  Greek 
grammars  and  they  "studied  Greek”  together,  he  perhaps  a  step  ahead  of  the 
class.  There  is  no  record  of  how  much  Greek  they  learned,  but  the  spirit 
of  the  undertaking  was  what  counted.  Those  young  men  and  women,  every  one 
of  them,  were  inspired  to  do  as  their  teacher  was  doing,  and  went  further, 
perhaps,  than  he,  in  certain  directions. 
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Another  innovation  which  Mr.  Leslie  introduced  in  his  schools  long  before 
it  was  generally  adopted  was  "practice  teaching".  Some  of  his  brigtest  young 
men  and  women,  notably  his  own  daughters,  were  practiced  and  trained  teachers 
before  they  were  old  enough  to  take  the  examination  to  teach.  This  was  not 
only  of  help  to  the  pupils  and  would-be  teachers,  but  it  also  relieved  Mr. 

Leslie  of  spending  all  of  his  own  time  with  the  beginners  and  early  grades, 
and  left  him  more  time  to  help  and  inspire  the  older  pupils.  He  was  indeed 
a  teacher  "ahead  of  his  times". 

He  Also  Shares  His  Legal  Knowledge  Without  Fee 

Something  else  Mr.  Leslie  shared  with  his  neighbors  and  friends.  That 
was  his  knowledge  of  law.  He  thought  nothing  of  drawing  up  a  contract,  writing 
a  will,  a  deed,  or  whatever  was  required.  No  fee  was  asked  and  none  paid, ex¬ 
cept,  perhaps  in  kind.  In  this  connection,  he  had  a  way  of  making  a  man  feel 
"somebody",  clothing  him  with  a  dignity  which  he  believed  belonged  to  all  the 
human  race,  regardless  of  their  status  in  life.  His  practice  was  to  write 
up  a  contract  covering  every  transaction  he  had,  however  small.  It  mattered 
not  whether  the  other  party  could  read  or  write;  it  gave  them  a  sense  of  im¬ 
portance  and  belief  in  themselves  to  have  it  Hvrit  down  on  paper"  that  such 
and  such  would  be  done. 

On  his  little  farm  he  usually  had  a  tenant,  especially  during  the  years 
he  himself  had  to  be  away.  His  tenant  was  usually  someone  who  really  needed 
a  place  to  live  and  work.  He  ivould  be  given  this  and  the  terms  of  the  con¬ 
tract  would  be  agreed  to;  each  would  sign,  the  tenant  more  often  than  not  with 
his  "mark"  rather  than  his  signature.  Although  the  tenant  rarely  was  able  to 
fulfill  his  end  of  the  bargain  completely,  it  was  evident  that  they  tried 
harder,  perhaps,  than  if  it  had  not  been  written  down. 

Mr.  Leslie  always  saw  that  the  tenant's  children  were  reasonably  well 
fed,  clothed,  and  warmed,  even  if  he  had  to  carry  the  food  from  his  own  table 
to  them.  The  very  last  year  of  his  life,  he  wrote  his  sister  that  of  his 
two  tenants,  one  had  done  really  well,  but  the  other  was  $100  cash  money  out 
of  his  (Bob's)  pocket  in  the  hole.  Of  course,  there  was  no  way  of  collecting 
it.  The  only  tiling  to  do  was  to  "write  another  contract  for  the  next  year." 

And  it  paid  off,  too,  for  the  next  year  when  Mr.  Leslie  was  suffering  his 
last  illness,  that  tenant  was  a  real  help  in  time  of  need  in  many  ways. 

The  Leslie's  Settle  Down  —  Moving  Days  Over  for  Awhile. 

About  the  turn  of  the  century  and  when  the  two  older  daughters  had  entered 
the  schoolroom  as  teachers,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leslie  decided  to  give  up  the  itinerant 
life  they  had  led  for  five  or  six  years  after  their  return  from  Texas.  During 
these  years  they  had  followed  the  practice  of  establishing  their  home  in  the 
school  district  where  Mr.  Leslie  was  currently  teaching.  He  was  in  such  de¬ 
mand  that  they  usually  changed  neighborhoods  every  year.  In  1900  they  pur¬ 
chased  a  little  farm  in  Johnson  County  from  one  of  Mr.  Leslie's  sisters  whose 
husband  had  been  persuaded  to  try  his  fortunes  in  Missouri.  They  removed 
their  family  of  five  younger  children  to  this  farm  and  there  resided  for  about 
15  years.  It  was  in  Johnson  County  that  their  ninth  and  youngest  child  was 
born.  Mr.  Lesl ie lived  inJohnson  County  but  most  years  thereafter  he  returned 
to  Pike  County  to  teach. 
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These  were  the  years  when  Mr.  Leslie's  nephew,  Calhoun  Mayo  (John  C.  C. 

Mayo  as  he  was  knoum  in  industrial  and  business  circles,  but  always  Calhoun 
to  the  family)  was  developing  the  coal  lands  of  Eastern  Kentucky  (see  pages 
).  During  these  years,  particularly  in  summer  vacations  between 
schools,  Mr.  Leslie  did  a  lot  of  traveling  throughout  the  area,  measuring 
coal  and  otherwise  assisting  in  these  enterprises.  Uncle  and  nephew  were 
very  much  alike  and  were  very  close.  Calhoun  used  to  say  that  to  his  Uncle 
Bob's  enthusiasm  and  encouragement  when  the  going  got  rough  he  owed  some¬ 
what  of  his  determination  to  carry  on.  It  was  worth  more  in  some  circum¬ 
stances  than  the  "coin  of  the  realm"  which  he  needed,  too,  but  which  of 
course  the  school  teacher  uncle  never  had- to  share. 

Despite  the  physical  and  mental  strain  inherent  in  the  life  of  this  rural 
schoolmaster,  Mr.  Leslie's  boundless  enthusiasm  and  natural  stamina  enabled 
him  to  attain  an  almost  perfect  record  for  thirty  years  as  to  attendance  to 
school  duties.  Not  once  in  all  that  thirty  years  did  he  absent  himself  from 
the  classroom  during  a  term  for  reasons  of  his  own  illness.  True,  on  occasion 
schools  had  to  close  because  of  epidemics  or  illness  of  others,  and  they  al¬ 
ways  closed  for  "foddering"  in  the  fall. 

He  Retires  from  Teachino  and  Returns  to  the  Farm. 

Before  he  was  really  of  retirement  age  as  even  now  regarded,  Mr.  Leslie’s 

hearing  became  a  little  dull,  and  in  justice  to  his  pupils  he  decided  to  dis¬ 

continue  teaching.  For  a  few  years  he  farmed,  which  he  dearly  loved  to  do. 

He  particularly  liked  to  plant  fruit  trees  and  care  for  them  and  watch  them 
grow  to  fruition.  He  was  very  successful  in  this  on  the  small  scale  which 
he  was  able  to  follow.  He  encouraged  each  of  his  children  to  "plant  an  orchard" 

on  a  different  part  of  the  place.  He  also  set  them  up  in  the  chicken  business, 

each  with  a  different  type  of  chicken.  Their  orchards  and  their  chicken  rahches 
were  usually  located  in  the  same  cove  or  flat.  Thus,  he  taught  his  own  chil¬ 
dren  to  become  independent  and  to  carry  responsibility  —  to  think  for  them¬ 
selves  and  form  their  own  opinions.  They  were  very  proud  to  be  "in  business 
for  themselves".  These  were  the  four  younger  children.  The  elder  four  were 
already  out  on  their  own  in  their  chosen  fields. 

Mr.  Leslie  also  was  employed  by  the  State  of  Kentucky  for  a  year  or  two 
(1914-1915)  in  its  limestone  crushing  projects.  He  was  during  that  time  located 
in  the_ Bluegrass  section  of  the  state  where  he  supervised  operations  on  several 
large  farms.  In  1915,  their  younger  son  desiring  to  continue  farming  but  oh 
more  level  land,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leslie  purchased  an  old  plantation  in  Southside 
Virginia  and  removed  their  three  younger  children  to  that  state.  There  they 
learned  tobacco  farming,  which  they  had  not  known  before.  General  farming 
was  also  done  on  a  small  scale  for  home  consumption;  but  tobacco  was  and  is 
the  "money  crop". 

Physical  Characteristics 

Although  descended  from  a  Scotch-Irish  family,  with  English  and  other  off¬ 
shoots,  earliest  impressions  of  R.A.E.  Leslie  remembered  by  the  elder  children 
were  more  of  Irish  than  of  Scotch.  He  was  about  5  feet  9(4  inches  in  height 
and  weighed  from  100  to  200  pounds  at  various  ages  and  stages  of  his  life. 
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In  his  young  manhood,  his  hair  was  almost  raven-black.  There  were  no  freckles, 
lie  was  not  that  type  of  Irish.  His  head  was  full  --  even  massive.  He  looked 
like  a  Judge. 

His  countenance  sometimes  became  flushed,  bespeaking  high  blood  pressure. 

He  was  never  bald;  always  his  hair  was  in  order  and  of  beautiful  texture.  His 
features  other  than  his  massive  forehead,  were  a  little  fore-short  jned.  His 
nose,  especially,  just  missed  a  pug.  He  wore  a  mustache,  he  said,  to  hide 
a  not-so-lovely  lip  line.  A  few  times  he  shaved  off  the  mustache  and  the 
fault  he  mentioned  was  not  discernible  to  his  children.  He  had  none  of  the 
tall,  spare  frailty  which  may  have  marked  his  father,  Martin  Lesley,  a  victim 
of  "galloping  consumption." 

R.A.E.  Leslie  did  inherit  his  father's  fair  skin  and  deep  blue  eyes.  From 
his  mother’s  family,  the  Auxiers,  he  inherited  the  short  body  (medium  in  his 
case),  and  the  square  strong  shoulders.  Also,  their  flair  for  talk,  pleasant 
and  deep,  at  least  half  his  good  mind  and  his  sometimes  whimsical  behavior, 
lie  was  an  impressive  speaker  and  of  such  presence  that  he  gained  complete 
control  of  those  who  sat  to  listen.  Ail  in  all  he  was  a  man  most  people  liked 
to  look  at  and  to  whom  they  liked  to  listen.  His  wife  said  that  he  wasn't 
exactly  handsome,  but  the  children  thought  he  was  the  best  looking  man  in  the 
world. 

He  spent  his  mature  years  inspiring  others  with  enthusiasm  to  acquire  an 
education.  He  was  asked,  by  his  wife,  why  he  filled  his  pupils  with  such  high 
ideas  of  the  possibilities  of  what  they  were  doing  —  she  felt  that  he  aroused 
hopes  that  were  likely  to  lead  to  disappointment.  He  replied  that  if  he  didn't 
do  that  they  couldn't  stand  the  disappointments  of  life  at  all.  One  of  his 
sons-in-law  said  he  could  read  a  letter  from  him  and  then  one  from  his  wife, 
cut  them  in  two  and  arrive  at  about  the  true  balance  of  things  as  they  were: 

Mr.  Leslie  painted  things  rosily,  while  Mrs.  Leslie  understated  things:  The 
"old  truth-teller",  as  her  husband  always  called  her. 

Mr.  Leslie  referred  to  himself  as  "lazy-handed"  (but  he  did  many  things 
with  his  hands).  Aunt  Becky  Scott  might  agree  with  him:  She  said  he  was  "the 
most  industrious  minded  man"  she  knew.  He  roomed  at  her  home  when  teaching 
the  Sycamore  school,  and  "sat  on  the  porch  and  studied  and  read," 

A  Man  of  Strong  Opinions 

Bob  Leslie  had  strong  opinions  and  always  took  a  stand  on  the  issues  of 
the  day.  If  and  when  time  and  developments  caused  him  to  change  his  mind,  he 
was  not  too  stubborn  to  let  it  be  known  that  he  had  been  in  the  wrong.  One 
of  these  was  the  gold-silver  issue.  He,  witli  a  great  many  others,  was  carried 
away  with  Bryan's  oratory  when  he  said:  "Thou  shalt  not  press  upon  the  brow  of 
labor  this  crown  of  thorns;  thou  shalt  not  crucify  mankind  upon  this  cross  of 
gold."  Cleveland  stood  for  gold,  and  afterwards,  Mr.  Leslie  changed  his  mind 
and  said  that  Cleveland  was  right.  He  was  a  great  admirer  of  Cleveland,  not 
only  as  a  President  but  as  a  farmer  as  well.  (He  named  one  of  his  daughters 
for  Ruth  Cleveland,  the  "Baby  of  the  Whitehouse". ) 

It  was  no  special  thing  that  Mr.  Leslie  did  which  stood  out,  but  his 
character  and  the  things  he  stood  for.  He  did  not  judge  things  by  their  monetary 
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value  —  he  was  even  considered  by  some  to  be  extreme  in  his  comments  on  the 
relative  unimportance  of  "things",  but  time  proved  to  most  people  that  he  was 
right.  He  often  quoted  in  reference  to  himself:  "The  man’s  the  gaud  (gold) 
for  a’  that  and  a*  that." 

Not  often,  if  ever,  did  Bob  Leslie  think  that  the  "end  justified  the 
means".  Perhaps  his  first  demonstration  of  this  was  when  he  stood  on  a  street 
corner  in  Lexington  and  turned  down  an  offer  of  a  place  on  the  staff  of  one  of 
the  largest  corporations  of  that  time  and  place.  This  was  just  after  his 
graduation  at  the  head  of  his  law  class.  Or,  perhaps  the  first  instance  was 
at  the  graduation  banquet,  when  he  "turned  down  his  glass"  and  the  others 
laughed  .  But  the  Professor  said:  "The  young  man  is  right".  He  stood  for 
character,  and  despised  pretense. 

Gneofthe  strongest  motivating  forces  of  Bob  Leslie's  life  was  his  devotion 
and  loyalty  to  family  and  friends.  Kis  Valedictory  address  was  on:  "The  Beauty 
of  Amity".  One  congratulatory  comment  was  from  a  woman,  who  said  that  she  had 
enjoyed  his  talk,  that  it  was  the  only  "really  worth-while  speech  she  had  heard 
all  week." 

When  one  of  his  most  beloved  and  intimate  kinsmen,  as  well  as  friend^ 
Judge  Auxier,  was  running  for  Circuit  Court,  he  worked  for  him.  When  the 
same  person  ran  for  Congress,  he  wouldn't  help  him.  He  said:  "Court  is  to 
uphold  the  law;  and  he  will  do  that  well;  but  Congress  makes  the  laws,  and 
as  we  are  of  different  opinions,  I  wouldn't  vote  for  him  there." 

He  was  for  anti-trust  laws  and  was  against  accumulation  of  too  much  power 
in  one  organization.  "Nothing  in  the  world  is  more  dangerous  than  organized 
ignorance",  he  commented  in  connection  with  some  labor  organizations. 

MOLLY  A  TRUE  PARTNEil 


This  dissertation  would  be  sadly  incomplete  without  a  few  words  at  least 
about  Molly  Leslie,  the  former  Maiy  Frances  Womack.  This  gently-reared  lady 
with  the  dusky  hair  and  the  steady  grey  eyes  marched  right  along  with  her 
husband  in  all  his  ventures  and  adventures.  Without  her  he  could  never  have 
attained  the  true  greatness  of  character  which  lay  innate  within  him.  She 
was  a  steadying  influence,  a  true  teammate,  and  at  the  same  time  in  her  quiet 
way^-an  enthusiastic  booster  and  follower.  If  at  times  his  own  ebullient  nature 
seemed  destined  to  lead  him  to  more  than  usual  disaster,  her  restraining  in¬ 
fluence  saved  the  day  without  curbing  in  the  least  the  enthusiasm  which  led 
him. 


Her  choice  of  a  husband  may  have  surprised  Molly  Womack's  circle  of 
family  and  friends  —  indeed  it  did  raise  protest  —  for  he  was  of  an  entirely 
different  nature  from  the  reticent  and  careful  Womacks  who  are  said  to  be  of 
Dutch  ancestry.  Her  mother,  however,  was  a  Lyons,  and  to  some  of  us  she  was 
always  more  Irish  than  Dutch  in  her  nature.  She  probably  chose  "Mr.  Leslie" 
as  she  always  called  him  outside  the  bosom  of  her  family  (their  children  never 
heard  anything  from  either  except  "Mamma"  and  "Papa")  from  her  window  one  day 
when  she  was  but  a  slip  of  a  girl  when  she  slipped  from  her  sickbed  to  peep 
from  the  window  when  the  schoolteacher  answered  the  call  of  her  father  for  an 
interview.  She  was  never  demonstrative  nor  talky  concerning  such  things  — 
at  least  not  within  the  recollection  of  the  "Middle"  daughter,  although  she 
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may  have  been  more  so  with  the  older  girls  who  had  the  great  good  fortune  to 
receive  her  confidences  during  her  own  youth.  But  nothing  peeved  her  more 
than  to  be  teased  about  some  other  beau.  At  such  times  she  would  say  em¬ 
phatically:  I  never  had  but  one  beau,  and  that  was  your  papa. 

She  was  called  "Good'un"  by  her  father.  This  came  about  by  her  manner 
of  handling  the  spending  money  he  bestowed  upon  each  of  his  children  when 
they  would  be  off  to  town  to  shop  a  bit.  She  always  spent  her  money  care¬ 
fully  and  if  she  did  not  spend  it  all  —  which  she  rarely  did  —  she  would 
return  it  to  him  upon  her  return  home.  He  would  say:  Why  don't  you  keep  it, 
the  others  do?  But  she  said,  no,  it  is  yours,  I  got  what  I  wanted  and  this 
is  left  for  you.  He  pocketed  it  with  a  smile,  and  said:  "You're  a  good'un 
(good  one)"  and  so  she  came  to  be  called. 

Her  Dutch  Father  Issues  a  Warning 

When  she  announced  her  intention  to  marry  Mr.  Leslie,  her  father  admonished 
her  to  be  sure.  He  called  attention  to  the  poor  pay  of  schoolteachers,  as  well 
as  the  enthusiastic  and  extravagant  characteristics  of  the  prospective  groom 
(which  he  secretly  admired,  we  believe),  and  told  her  if  she  made  her  bed  she 
would  have  to  lie  on  it  without  any  monetary  or  other  assistance  from  him. 

She  took  him  at  his  word,  and  although  he  did  on  occasion  help  her  when  the 
going  got  rough,  she  never  went  crying  home  to  papa,  or  "Pa"  as  he  was  called, 
because  her  mode  of  life  was  so  much  harsher  than  any  she  had  ever  envisioned 
in  her  girlhood  dreams.  She  accepted  it  all  as  a  challenge  and  she  met  the 
challenge  in  grand  style.  There  was  nothing  her  husband  undertook  with  which 
she  did  not  help  him.  We  have  already  seen  how  she  "stuck  type"  by  hand,  on 
the  Prestonsburg  and  Pikeville  papers;  how  she  edited  the  contents,  even  to 
the  editorials  which  were  usually  written  by  her  husband,  and  no  doubt  she 
folded  and  wrapped  copies  for  mailing.  Later,  in  Texas,  she  taught  school, 
sometimes  as  his  assistant,  and  even  read  for  him  from  the  blackboard  which 
was  at  a  distance  the  questions  he  had  to  answer  in  taking  the  teacher's 
examination. 

As  the  family  grew  apace,  Molly  Leslie  had  to  abandon  the  schoolroom  but 
remained  the  tutor  and  helper  of  her  own  children  in  those  subjects  which 
gave  them  trouble.  This  one  would  never  have  learned  fractions  and  long 
divisions  without  her;  and  as  for  language  and  composition,  geography  and  all 
the  rest  she  had  no  peer. 

Adventure,  Joy  and  Tragedy  in  the  West 

The  ten  years  in  Texas  were  full  of  adventure,  frolic,  and  fun,  along 
with  all  the  hardships  incident  to  crop  failures,  cyclones,  and  other  things, 
but  those  two  weathered  it  all  together  and  kept  their  enthusiasm  and  sense 
af  humor.  They  read  and  laughed  over  their  favorite  authors  together.  They 
were  fond  of  Burns.  Whittier  was  a  favorite  of  hers.  Dickens  came  later  and 
all  his  characters  became  familiar  to  the  children. 

Tragedy  struck  them,  too,  in  the  loss  of  their  first  son  at  only  a  month 
and  a  few  days  of  age;  and  near-tragedy  brushed  them  when  a  cyclone  struck 
lown  the  school  building  pinning  their  eldest  underneath  and  killing  several 
)f  the  other  pupils. 
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They  explored  the  vastness  which  is  the  Texas  Panhandle  between  schools, 
selling  school  desks,  globes,  and  other  equipment,  camping  in  empty  school- 
houses  overnight  by  special  permission  of  school  authorities. 

They  made  the  runs  to  open  up  the  Cherokee  Strip,  and  the  Oklahoma  Ter¬ 
ritory.  On  the  run  to  the  Strip,  Molly  mounted  the  high  seat  of  the  spring 
wagon  and  drove  two  spirited  horses,  and  this  just  three  weeks  after  the 
Middle  daughter  had  arrived.  The  men.  Bob  Leslie  and  his  neighbor,  drove 
heavily  loaded  Prarie  Schooners,  with  heavy  draft  horses  drawing  them.  Molly 
did  not  demur  when  the  men,  fearing  they  would  not  make  it  in  time  with  the 
wagons,  unhitched  them  and  left  the  families  on  the  prairie  close  to  Ft.  Sill 
Oklahoma,  and  mounted  the  two  fast  horses  and  ran  for  it.  They  got  there, 
too,  and  located  choice  spots,  and  returned  for  the  family.  They  were  un¬ 
harmed  and  had  been  watched  over  somewhat  by  friendly  Indians  and  Ft.  Sill 
soldiers. 

The  fortunes  they  "almost  made"  would  fill  a  book  in  itself,  but  the 
time  cane  when  the  great  decision  was  made  to  return  "home".  They  were  just 
ia  time  to  spend  one  more  year  with,  or  near,  Mr.  Leslie’s  mother,  who  passed 
away  in  1896.  Perhaps  his  longing  to  see  his  mother,  as  well  as  all  the 
financial  difficulties  he  encountered,  helped  to  make  the  decision  to  return. 
They  often  laughed  ruefully  a  few  years  later  when  Texas  oil  began  booming, 
but  with  Maud  Muller  they  said  "Of  all  sad  words  of  tongue  or  pen;  the  sad¬ 
dest  of  these,  it  might  have  been."  And  they  continued  to  "rake  hay"  in  what¬ 
ever  quantities  they  could  find. 

IN  OLE  V1BG1NNY  - 

The  End  Comes  for  Both  Bob  and  Molly 


When,  in  the  evening  of  their  lives,  Bob  and  Molly  Leslie  were  faced  with 
another  momentous  decision  which  took  them  far  from  friends  and  other  members 
of  their  families,  they  did  not  hesitate.  They  were  seeking  a  "better  deal" 
for  their  youngest  son  who  wanted  to  be  a  farmer  and  needed  more  agreage  and 
that  more  level  and  tillable.  They  sold  their  Johnson  County,  Kentucky  farm 
to  their  next  door  neighbor  who  had  long  wanted  it,  and  set  out  for  Virginia 
where  they  purchased  about  twice  as  much  acreage  and  most  of  it  tillable, 
the  rest  in  pine  timber.  There  they  lived  out  their  lives. 

Mr.  Leslie  was  spared  only  ten  more  years  after  going  to  Virginia  but 
within  that  ten  years  he  established  himself  and  family  on  the  same  high  foot¬ 
ing  they  had  always  held  in  any  community  wherein  they  resided. 

He  passed  away  on  June  19,1926  at  his  home  near  Burkeville,  Virginia.  He 
was  buried  in  Riverview  Cemetery,  Greenup,  Kentucky,  near  his  brother,  Martin 
Samuel  Leslie.  His  wife,  who  was  born  June  30,  1860,  remained  on  the  farm 
until  her  death  16^  years  later.  She  died  on  January  4,  1943,  and  is  also 
buried  in  Riverview  Cemetery.  Mr.  Leslie  was  just  short  of  72  years  of  age 
at  his  death,  and  his  wife  was  32>2  years  old  when  she  died. 

The  family  of  R.A.E.  and  Mary  F.  Leslie  consisted  of  nine  children,  three 
sons  and  six  daughters.  As  we  have  seen,  the  three  eldest  (daughters)  were 
teachers;  the  fourth,  a  son,  died  in  infancy;  the  fifth,  also  a  son,  chose 
business  and  industry  as  his  field;  the  sixth, a  daughter,  taught  for  a  few 
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JOHN  C.  C.  MAYO 
(By  John  E.  Buckingham) 


Shirttails.  School.  Circuses  and  Romance 

The  first  time  I  saw  John  C.  C.  Mayo  I  was  five  and  he  was  fifteen 
years  old.  My  father  was  ill  and  his  father  sent  John  over  to  cut  stove 
wood  for  our  family.  He  was  in  his  shirt-tail,  wearing  no  other  clothes. 

The  next  time  he  attracted  my  attention  he  was  soliciting  students 
for  the  Kentucky  Wesleyan  College,  then  located  at  Millersburg,  now  in 
Winchester,  Ky.  He,  himself  was  acquiring  an  education  at  that  college, 
and  was  so  interested  in  others  that  he  wanted  the  same  opportunities  for 
them.  He  graduated  from  Kentucky  Wesleyan  and  for  sometime  was  a  teacher 
of  mathematics  there.  Professor  Sherwood,  also  of  the  teaching-staff  of 
the  college,  afterwards  was  State  Geologist,  and  it  was  from  him  that  Mayo 
learned  the  importance  of  the  coal  deposits  in  Eastern  Kentucky. 

After  finishing  school  at  Millersburg,  Mr.  Mayo  was  a  teacher  in  the 
public  schools  of  Johnson  County,  and  taught  his  last  school  in  his  home 
town  of  Paintsville.  In  the  schoolroom  he  was  the  same  unique, interesting 
character  he  afterwards  proved  to  be  in  the  financial  world.  The  first 
time  I  ever  saw  home-made  rugs  on  a  schoolroom  floor,  flowers  in  the  school¬ 
room,  or  poetry  on  the  blackboards  was  in  Mayo's  school.  The  blackboards 
were  always  adorned  with  outstanding  verses  from  the  world's  great  poets. 

He  not  only  wrote  these  poems  on  the  blackboard,  but  required  the  pupils  to 
copy  them  in  books  and  commit  them  to  memory. 

I  recall  an  occasion  when  Mr.  Mayo  asked  the  older  children  to  write 
on  one  side  of  a  sheet  of  paper  the  names  of  those  pupils  whom  they  thought 
would  be  successful  in  life,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  sheet  the  names 
of  those  they  thought  would  be  failures.  I  wrote  on  one  side  of  the  sheet 
the  names  of  the  boys  whose  parents  were  recognized  as  the  rich  people  of 
Paintsville  at  that  time;  and  on  the  other  side  I  wrote  the  names  of  those 
who  had  no  rich  parents  -  nobody  to  help  them.  He  then  asked  us  to  fold 
the  paper,  put  it  in  an  envelope  and  keep  it  for  ten  years.  When  I  opened 
my  list  ten  years  later  the  only  successful  ones  on  it  were  those  I  had 
named  as  failures.  This  proved  what  our  teacher  had  said:  Success  comes 
only  through  hard  work  and  hard  knocks. 

When  Mr.  Mayo  taught  school  in  Paintsville  there  were  two  school  dis¬ 
tricts  in  the  town,  one  known  as  the  Republican  School  and  the  other  the 
Democratic  School.  Mr.  Mayo  taught  in  the  Democratic  School.  It  was 
through  his  efforts  that  the  two  schools  were  consolidated  and  a  grade 
school  which  served  all  was  established. 

Miss  Alice  Meek  who  became  Mr.  Mayo's  wife  attended  this  school.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Green  Meek  and  Hulda  Price  Meek.  Her  father  was  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  Alger  House,  Paintsville.  He  also  operated  a  fleet  of 
steam  boats  which  plied  the  Big  Sandy  River;  and  ran  the  only  livery  sta¬ 
ble  in  Paintsville  at  the  time. 
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The  First  Big  Venture  and  $100.000  Suitcase 


Salaries  paid  teachers  in  those  days  were  meager  indeed,  but  Mr. 

Mayo  managed  to  saved  $150.00  from  a  salary  not  exceeding  $40.00  per 
month  during  a  5  month  school  year.  He  became  an  associate  of  Dr.  I. 

R.  Turner  and  Captain  John  W.  Castle  under  the  firm  name  of  Turner, 

Castle  and  Mayo.  The  firm’s  working  capital  was  $450.00,  of  which  each 
member  contributed  $150.00.  The  money  was  used  in  taking  options  on 
coal  lands  in  Johnson  and  Floyd  Counties,  Kentucky.  Options  on  coal 
lands  could  be  taken  at  that  time  in  about  the  same  manner  that  oil  leas¬ 
es  are  now  taken.  They  paid  50$  for  the  option,  and  agreed  to  pay  from 
50$  to  $1.00  per  acre  for  the  mineral  when  the  land  was  surveyed  and  ti¬ 
tle  abstracted.  This  was  a  most  indefinite  period,  to  say  the  least  as 
it  could  be  and  in  some  instances  was,  strung  out  for  years. 

Turner,  Castle  &  Mayo  acquired  some  20,000  acres  of  mineral  lands 
in  Floyd  and  Johnson  Counties.  Mr.  Mayo  then  succeeded  in  interesting 
the  Merritt  Brothers  of  Duluth,  Minnesota,  in  the  purchase  of  this  acre¬ 
age,  together  with  additional  lands,  in  Eastern  Kentucky,  principally  in 
Letcher  County.  The  Merritt  Brothers  owned  what  is  known  as  the  Mesabi 
iron  ore  beds  in  Minnesota.  They  conceived  the  idea  of  purchasing  the 
D.T.&  I.  Railroad,  which  runs  from  Detroit,  Michigan, to  Ironton,  Ohio, and 
bringing  over  this  railroad  the  iron  ore  from  Minnesota  to  either  Ironton, 
Ohio,  or  Ashland,  Kentucky,  to  which  point  the  coal  from  Eastern  Kentucky 
would  also  be  brought.  From  the  juncture  of  these  two  products  at  Ash¬ 
land,  Kentucky,  originated  Ashland's  slogan  -  "Where  Coal  Meets  Iron." 

The  consideration  of  the  deal  with  the  Merritts  was  $200,000  ,  evi¬ 
denced  by  their  check  to  Mr.  Mayo  for  $100,000  ,  and  their  note  to  him 
for  $100,000.  Mr.  Mayo  considered  as  too  high  the  offer  of  Duluth  banks 
to  discount  the  note  at  Q%  so  he  carried  the  note.  He  cashed  the  check 
and  brought  $100,000  in  currency  in  a  suitcase  to  Paintsville.  He  invit¬ 
ed  me  to  his  room  in  the  Alger  House  where  he  exhibited  the  suitcase  fill¬ 
ed  with  currency. 

In  the  early  part  of  1893  Mr.  Mayo  purchased  a  team  of  mules  and 
what  was  known  in  that  section  at  that  time  as  a  buckboard,  and  employed 
Bill  Ward  to  drive  him  to  Letcher  County.  At  that  time  in  Eastern  Ken¬ 
tucky  there  were  no  telephones  or  telegraph  lines  and  no  highways  as  we 
know  them  today.  Most  of  the  roads  ran  up  and  down  the  creek  beds  and 
were  impassable  during  most  of  the  year.  He  spent  more  than  six  months 
at  his  work  and  obtained  options  on  some  100,000  acres  in  what  is  known 
as  the  fine  coking  coal  fields  of  Eastern  Kentucky;  The  entire  $100,000 
in  currency  was  paid  out  and  he  obligated  himself  for  several  hundred 
thousand  dollars  more. 

The  Panic  of  1893;  The  Bubble  Burst: 

He  Sweats  it  Out:  and  Gets  Married 

When  he  returned  to  Paintsville  the  nation  was  in  the  throes  of  the 
panic  of  1893.  The  Merritt  Brothers  had  executed  to  John  D.  Rockefeller, 
Sr.,  a  $500,000  mortgage  on  the  Mesabi  iron  ore  beds.  The  Merritts  be¬ 
ing  unable  to  discharge  that  obligation.  Rockefeller  foreclosed  the  mort- 
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gage,  took  over  the  iron  ore  beds,  and  the  Merritt  Brothers  were  broke. 

The  $100,000  note  held  by  Mr.  Mayo  was  worthless.  These  same  iron  ore 
properties  were  later  sold  to  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation  for 
$17,000,000.  (See  Ida  Tarbell's  book  on  "Rockefeller".) 

For  four  long  years,  streams  of  people  from  Letcher  county  flowed 
into  Paintsville  besiegeing  Mr.  Mayo  either  to  pay  them  the  balance  due 
on  their  options  or  surrender  them.  In  some  instances  suits  were  filed, 
but  Mr.  Mayo  somehow  managed  to  hold  on  to  practically  all  of  his  options. 

In  1097  conditions  began  to  improve  and  Mayo  sent  maps,  photographs, 
reports,  descriptions  and  analyses  of  his  coal  properties  to  people  all 
over  the  world.  He  was  without  funds  with  which  to  pay  postage  and  bor¬ 
rowed  the  money  from  the  then  postmasterl  at  Paintsville  to  the  extent  of 
$750.  That  was  the  year  he  was  married. 

Shortly  after  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Mayo  and  Miss  Meek  a  circus  came 
to  town  and  the  young  couple  wished  to  attend,  making  a  sort  of  honey¬ 
moon  of  the  occasion,  but  lacked  the  necessary  funds  with  which  to  buy 
the  tickets.  Prior  to  her  marriage  Mrs.  Mayo  acted  as  assistant  post¬ 
master  at  Paintsville,  and  during  that  time  had  collected  some  rare  old 
coins  which  she  wished  to  keep.  She  took  them  to  the  postmaster  and  pro¬ 
posed  to  deposit  them  as  security  for  a  loan  for  their  face  value  until 
she  could  redeem  them.  The  postmaster  gladly  complied;  and  the  young 
couple  had  a  glorious  time  at  the  circus  on  their  honeymoon.  Later  the 
coins  were  redeemed  at  their  face  value  of  50<fc. 

Mr.  Peter  Kimberly  To  the  Rescue;  Money  Talks: 

Sidewalk  Advertising 

In  late  1897  Mr.  Peter  L.  Kimberly,  President  of  the  Sharon  Steel  & 

Hoop  Company  of  Sharon,  Pa.,  wired  Mr.  Mayo  to  meet  him  in  Chicago.  Mr. 

Mayo  borrowed  an  additional  $50  to  cover  the  expense  of  the  trip.  When 
he  returned  to  Paintsville,  Mayo  had  a  contract  under  which  Kimberly  a- 
greed  to  accept  coal  lands  located  on  specified  creeks  in  Letcher,  Floyd, 
and  Pike  counties,  and  to  pay  Mayo  at  the  rate  of  $5.00  per  acre.  In  ad- 
ddition  Mayo  was  to  retain  a  1/4  interest  in  whatever  acreage  Kimberly 
purchased.  He  also  had  Kimberly's  check  for  $10,000  and  authority  to 
draw  on  him  in  multiples  of  $10,000  as  funds  were  needed. 

Immediately  on  his  return  home  Mayo  began  to  pay  off  his  obligations, 
especially  the  one  to  the  postmaster,  and  rented  a  little  office  on  Main 
Street.  He  was  a  great  advertiser,  emulating  somewhat  the  famous  New  York 
merchant  A.  T,  Stewart,  who,  it  was  said,  opened  up  large  shipments  of  goods 
from  abroad  right  on  the  street  in  front  of  the  store,  so  that  all  passers- 
by  could  advertise  them  for  him.  Mr.  Mayo  ordered  roll-top  desks  (doubt- 


1  The  postmaster,  as  well  as  the  bank  cashier  at  the  Paintsville  bank, 
referred  to  herein  was  Mr.  Buckingham,  a  lifelong  friend  and  business 
associate  of  Mr.  Mayo's.  The  senator  from  West  Virginia  referred  to  was 
C.  W.  Watson. 
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less  the  first  which  ever  came  to  Paintsville),  fine  rugs,  and  oak  and 
mahogany  chairs.  He  opened  them  up  right  on  the  street  in  front  of  his 
office.  Crowds  of  people  gathered  quickly  as  it  was  something  they  had 
never  before  seen  in  Paintsville.  They  gazed  in  amazement  at  what  was 
going  on  and  asked:  "IVhat  manner  of  man  is  this  that  we  have  called  'the 
dreamer"'?  It  looked  as  if  a  Moses  were  come  to  deliver  them,  and  I 
thought  of  what  Christ  said  to  Himself:  "And  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up,  will 
draw  all  men  unto  Me." 

When  Mayo  was  down  and  out  he  received  no  attention.  Now  that  he 
had  come  to  town  with  money,  which  he  was  sharing  right  and  left,  he  was 
drawing  all  men  to  him;  and  when  Mayo  came  to  town  it  was  like  circuit- 
court-day  with  people  coming  from  all  directions.  He  did  an  unusual 
thing--  what  seemed  at  the  time  a  foolish  thing  to  do--  he  loaned  money 
to  people  all  over  the  county  and  in  many  parts  of  the  Valley.  This,  too, 
was  for  advertising  purposes. 

Greenbacks  and  Goldpieces 

Mr.  Mayo  possessed  a  rare  personality.  Although  small  of  stature, 
his  figure,  especially  his  head,  was  commanding.  People  walking  along 
city  streets  would  turn  to  look  at  him  as  he  passed.  As  an  illustration 
of  the  effect  of  his  personality  on  individuals,  the  story  is  told  of  an 
instance  which  occurred  when  trades  for  coal  lands  were  being  wound  up  in 
and  around  Jenkins,  Ky. 

A  man  by  the  name  of  Booker  Mullins  owned  what  was  known  to  be  the 
keylands  in  the  mining  operations  to  be  established  at  Jenkins.  Booker 
would  not  talk  to  any  one,  nor  permit  any  one  to  talk  to  him  about  the 
sale  of  his  land.  Mayo  pervailed  upon  his  associates  to  leave  the  matter 
until  all  the  land  that  was  considered  necessary  for  the  operation  was 
purchased.  He  guaranteed  them  that  he  would  make  a  satisfactory  deal  with 
Booker.  When  the  time  came  he  procured  $1000  in  new  $5  bills.  Riding  up 
to  Booker's  porch  where  he  was  seated,  he  showed  him  the  new  money  and  told 
him  he  would  give  it  to  him  if  he  would  talk  to  him  about  his  property  just 
for  ten  minutes.  The  temptation  was  too  great  for  Booker  to  withstand.  He 
agreed,  and  before  the  ten  minutes  expired  Mayo  had  a  deed  to  Mullins'  prop¬ 
erty,  paying  him  at  the  rate  of  $30.00  per  acre  for  it. 

In  the  acquisition  of  these  coal  lands  by  the  different  companies 
Mrs.  Mayo  rendered  inestimable  assistance  to  her  husband.  She  was  conver¬ 
sant  with  all  of  Mr.  Mayo’s  business  dealings,  accompanied  him  on  practi¬ 
cally  all  of  his  trips  to  the  mountains,  and  was  herself  a  splendid  busi¬ 
ness  woman.  In  the  beginning  of  operations  it  was  rather  difficult  to 
get  some  of  the  natives  to  accept  checks,  and,  in  some  instances,  currency. 
They  preferred  gold.  On  one  occasion  Mrs.  Mayo,  accompanied  by  a  land 
agent  in  Mr.  Mayo's  employ,  carried  $10,000  in  gold  by  horseback  into 
the  mountains  of  Pike  and  Letcher  Counties,  a  distance  of  approximately 
100  miles.  As  a  precautionary  security  measure,  strips  of  leather  were 
stitched  on  the  inside  of  Mrs.  Mayo's  riding  skirt  in  such  wise  that  $20 
gold-pieces  could  be  slipped  into  them  and  concealed.  The  natives  were 
glad  to  sell  their  lands  when  payments  were  to  be  made  with  those  $20 
gold  pieces. 
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New  Corporations 

Not  long  thereafter  the  Northern  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  organized  and 
fully  financed  by  Peter  L.  Kimberly  and  associates.  This  company  assum¬ 
ed  the  obligations  which  Peter  Kimberly  had  made  to  Mr.  Mayo  personally. 

Shortly  after  the  organization  of  the  Northern  Coal  &  Coke  Co., Mayo 
sold  what  is  known  as  the  Millers  Creek  coal  lands  to  The  Consolidation 
Coal  Company,  receiving  a  down  payment  of  $50,000,  represented  by  a  check, 
which  he  brought  to  Paintsville  and  deposited  in  the  Paintsville  National 
Bank,  which  had  a  capital  stock  of  $25,000.  This  was  the  largest  check 
that  had  ever  come  to  Eastern  Kentucky.  It  was  duly  advertised;  the  Cash¬ 
ier1  of  the  Bank  had  photographs  made  of  the  check,  and  exhibited  them  a- 
round  throughout  the  country  side. 

Soon  thereafter  the  Consolidation  Coal  Company  purchased  100,000  a- 
cres  of  coal  lands  from  the  Northern  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  in  Letcher  County, 
where  the  city  of  Jenkins  is  now  located. 

Mayo  proceeded  to  organize  corporations,  among  which  were  the  Mon¬ 
trose  Land  Company,  Hamilton  Realty  Company  and  many  others,  to  buy  coal 
lands  on  different  creeks  in  different  counties  in  Eastern  Kentucky.  In 
my  estimation,  the  average  person  would  have  "hogged"  the  whole  thing, but 
such  was  not  the  nature  of  John  C.  C.  Mayo.  As  different  companies  were 
organized,  he  invited  people  from  all  over  the  Valley  and  in  many  sections 
of  the  state  to  take  stock  in  them,  explaining  to  them  that  he  was  purchas¬ 
ing  coal  lands  at  from  $1.00  to  $2.00  per  acre  and  turning  it  over  to  the 
Northern  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  for  $5.00  per  acre.  Hundreds  of  people,  believ¬ 
ing  in  him,  invested  in  his  enterprises,  thereby  making  handsome  fortunes 
within  a  very  short  period  of  time.  In  some  instances  the  turnover  would 
be  completed  within  six  months,  and  the  investors  money  doubled  in  that 
short  time.  One  remarkable  fact  about  the  names  given  these  companies  is 
that  the  name  of  "Mayo”  was  used  in  but  one  instance  and  that  "The  Mayo 
Coal  Company." 

The  coal  properties  acquired  by  the  corporations  organized  by  Mr.  Mayo 
became  the  basis  for  the  building  of  Jenkins,  Fleming,  Wheelwright,  Mc- 
Roberts,  Weeksbury,  Wayland  and  many  other  thriving  coal  mining  towns  of 
Eastern  Kentucky. 

Transportation  Vital;  Oscar1  of  the  Waldorf  and 

Big  Wigs  from  New  York 

Transportation  of  course  was  vitally  necessary  to  the  development  of 
these  coal  lands  in  Eastern  Kentucky.  At  the  time  Mr.  Mayo  began  opera- 


1  The  postmaster,  as  well  as  the  bank  cashier  at  the  Paintsville  bank, 
referred  to  herein  was  Mr.  Buckingham,  a  lifelong  friend  and  business 
associate  of  Mr.  Mayo's.  The  senator  from  West  Virginia  referred  to  was 
C.  W.  Watson. 
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tions  there  were  no  railroads  in  Eastern  Kentucky  except  the  Chesapeake 
6  Ohio  which  had  its  terminus  at  Whitehouse,  10  miles  below  Paintsville, 
and  which  did  not  reach  any  of  the  Eastern  Kentucky  coal  deposits.  With 
transportation  needs  in  mind,  Mr.  Mayo  arranged  an  overland  trip  into 
the  Eastern  Kentucky  fields  for  railroad  men,  financiers  and  others. 

This  overland  trip  was  doubtless  the  biggest  caravan  of  buckboards, 
wagons,  mules  and  horses  that  ever  traveled  any  similar  section.  All  of 
the  food  —  sea-food,  fresh  meats  of  every  kind,  and  fresh  fruits  —  were 
transported  in  ice  boxes.  Oscar,  the  famous  chef  of  the  Waldorf  Astoria 
Hotel,  New  York,  was  one  of  the  party  and  had  charge  of  the  cooking  .  The 
food  and  kitchen  tents  were  transported  in  advance  of  the  visitors  and 
every  meal  on  the  entire  trip  of  ten  days  was  ready  at  an  appointed  time 
and  place.  Crowds  of  people  for  miles  around  came  to  witness  the  specta¬ 
cle  of  the  caravan  and  its  handling. 

In  the  party  making  the  trip  were  the  Presidents  of  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Railroad,  the  Western  Maryland  Railroad  and  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
Railroad,  and  many  bankers  from  New  York  and  Baltimore.  At  that  time  the 
C.  &  0.  was  opposed  to  building  a  road  into  Eastern  Kentucky,  which  would 
open  this  coal  section  and  thus  enable  it  to  compete  with  West  Virginia 
coal  fields  which  were  located  on  the  main  line  of  the  C.  &  0.  The  Pres¬ 
idents  of  the  B.  &  0.  and  the  Western  Maryland  roads  were  brought  along 
on  this  trip  to  convince  the  C.  &  0.  that  unless  it  did  build  a  road  in¬ 
to  Eastern  Kentucky,  the  B.  &  0.  would  do  so.  On  this  trip,  under  a  sy¬ 
camore  tree  just  outside  where  Jenkins,  Ky. ,  is  now  located,  President 
Willard  of  the  B.  &  0. ,  and  President  Stevens  of  the  C.  60.,  agreed  that 
the  C.  &  0.  would  build  up  the  Big  Sandy  River  and  up  Right  Beaver  Creek, 
and  that  the  B.  6  0.  would  build  up  Left  Beaver  and  Shelby  Creeks.  This 
settled  the  railroad  situation  and  coal  values  in  Eastern  Kentucky  com¬ 
menced  to  boom,  and  property  values  in  that  section  have  steadily  in¬ 
creased. 

If  You  Can't  Whip  'em  Jine  'em 

The  plans  of  the  two  railroads  to  build  into  Eastern  Kentucky  coal 
fields  challenged  the  attention  of  men  of  wealth  from  all  sections  who 
then  came  into  the  valley  in  search  of  more  wealth.  Among  them  was  a 
very  prominent  Virginian,  Congressman  C.  B.  Slemp,  later  Secretary  to 
President  Coolidge.  Mr.  Slemp  attracted  so  much  attention  and  got  in 
Mr.  Mayo's  way  so  often  that  he  was  likened  to  the  man  who  was  told  the  Ku 
Klux  was  going  to  get  him  and  he  replied  that  he'd  be  damned  if  they  did  be¬ 
cause  he  was  going  to  "jine  'em."  Mayo  realized  that  Slemp  and  his  associ¬ 
ates  might  possibly  up-set  some  of  his  plans,  so  he  "jined  'em." 

Mr.  Mayo  spent  a  considerable  amount  of  his  time  in  New  York  City 
during  a  great  part  of  these  activities.  Once  when  he  returned  home  his 
towns-people  told  him  that  those  New  York  slickers  would  take  all  he  had 
and  kick  him  out.  To  this  he  answered,  if  they  did  the  seat  of  his  pants 
would  be  so  well  padded  with  their  currency  that  it  wouldn’t  hurt.  To 
New  Yorkers  who  asked  if  he  weren't  afraid  to  go  into  Eastern  Kentucky's 
feud-ridden  country  without  being  well  armed  or  carrying  a  pistol,  he  re¬ 
plied:  "No,  I  have  found  a  check  book  to  be  more  effective." 


380 


Mr.  Mayo  had  the  courage  of  his  convictions.  His  faith  in  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  Eastern  Kentucky  and  its  coal  fields  was  unshakable.  When  his 
associates  would  weaken,  falter  and  entertain  doubts  and  fears,Mr.  Mayo 
asserted  himself  in  his  true  character,  urging  them  to  go  forward  and  as¬ 
suring  them  he  would  back  the  whole  undertaking. 

A  Governor,  is  Elected:  A  Law  is  Passed 

In  regard  to  his  political  life,  he  ever  remained  in  the  background. 

He  was  instrumental  in  the  election  of  Clarence  W.  Watson  of  West  Virginia 
(formerly  of  Maryland)  as  U.  S.  Senator;  and  it  was  reported  in  a  Charles¬ 
ton  W.  Va. ,  paper  that  a  gentleman  from  Kentucky  came  to  West  Virginia  and 
elected  a  gentleman  from  Maryland  as  Senator  for  West  Virginia. 

Shortly  following  Watson's  election,  Mr.  Mayo,  Senators  Watson  and 
Camden  and  General  Percy  Haly  met  with  others  at  the  Sinton  Hotel  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio.  As  result  of  this  meeting  former  Governor  and  Senator  J. 

B.  McCreary  was  again  elected  Governor  of  Kentucky.  A  Democratic  legisla¬ 
ture  was  also  elected. 

At  a  session  of  the  legislature  during  Gov.  McCreary's  administration 
a  law  was  passed  which  invalidated  the  so-called  Virginia  Land  Grants  af¬ 
fecting  the  titles  to  much  of  Eastern  Kentucky's  mineral  lands. 

To  test  the  validity  of  this  law,  suits  were  brought  in  the  Circuit 
Court  of  Floyd  County,  Kentucky,  by  foreign  and  other  claimants  under  the 
Virginia  Grants.  These  claimant-plaintiffs  were  represented  by  General 
Jack  Hendricks,  former  Attorney  General  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  associ¬ 
ated  with  other  New  York  counsel.  The  defense  was  sparked  by  Mr.  Mayo, with 
Kentucky  and  West  Virginia  lawyers  of  equally  outstanding  ability.  On  the 
day  of  the  trial  the  atmosphere  at  Prestonsburg,  the  county  seat,  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  tense.  Thousands  of  natives  came  from  all  sections  of  the  moun¬ 
tains.  They  were  armed  to  the  teeth  and  determined  to  defend  by  blood¬ 
shed,  if  need  be  the  titles  to  the  homes  and  lands  on  which  they  and  their 
ancestors  had  lived  and  paid  taxes  for  generations.  Any  small  untoward  in¬ 
cident  could  easily  have  precipitated  a  civil  war,  resulting  in  innumerable 
deaths. 

Fortunately  the  case  was  decided  in  favor  of  the  native  claimants, up¬ 
holding  their  contention  that  when  Kentucky  became  a  state  she  became  a 
sovereign  state  and  not  a  vassal  of  Virginia,  and  that  the  State  of  Virginia 
had  no  right  to  issue  grants  on  lands  which  were  located  in  the  section 
which  became  Kentucky.  Had  an  adverse  decision  been  rendered  and  accepted 
by  the  native-claimants,  the  development  of  Eastern  Kentucky  would  have  fall¬ 
en  to  other  people,  and  not  to  Mr.  Mayo's  leadership. 

The  Dreamer  Justified  by  Deeds 

The  amassing  of  a  great  fortune  was  not  of  great  interest  to  Mr.  Mayo, 
notwithstanding  his  ability  in  that  direction.  His  paramount  purpose  in 
life  was  the  ultimate  establishment  of  educational,  religious  and  other  in¬ 
stitutions  in  Eastern  Kentucky  as  a  foundation  for  the  improvement  and  ci¬ 
vilization  of  the  country;  and  had  his  life  been  longer  spared  he  undoubt- 
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edly  would  have  accomplished  these  purposes  to  an  even  greater  degree. 

Mr.  Mayo  built  and  contributed  generously  to  the  building  of  many 
churches  in  Eastern  Kentucky.  The  Mayo  Manorial  Methodist  Church  built 
by  him  at  Paintsville  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  churches  in  the  State 
of  Kentucky.  The  stone  for  it  was  quarried  from  his  father’s  farm  and 
transported  by  aerial-tram  to  the  building  site,  a  distance  of  approxi¬ 
mately  l/2  mile.  This  was  the  first  aerial-tram  used  in  Eastern  Kentucky. 

The  education  of  the  mountain  youth  of  Eastern  Kentucky  was  an  abid¬ 
ing  interest  with  Mr.  Mayo,  who  made  a  practice  of  furnishing  money  to  any 
worthy  boy  or  girl  desiring  it  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  an  education, 
and  numberless  young  men  and  women  were  educated  by  him.  Many  of  them  have 
attained  prominent  positions  throughout  the  country. 

In  the  early  years  of  his  success  he  advocated  that  Paintsville  should 
have  paved  streets,  water  works,  electric  lights,  a  bank,  a  college:  And  so 
it  came  abeut  that  Paintsville  was  the  first  town  in  the  Sandy  Valley  to 
have  paved  streets,  and  largely  through  Mr.  Mayo’s  efforts  all  of  these  con¬ 
veniences  were  brought  early  to  Paintsville.  He  also  advocated  good  schools, 
good  roads  and  good  churches.  He  started  the  building  of  the  first  perman¬ 
ent  road  in  Eastern  Kentucky  when  he  employed  experts  to  build  a  road  be¬ 
tween  Paintsville  and  the  railroad  station  one  mile  distant.  This  road 
building  was  extended  three  miles  south  of  Paintsville. 

The  present  Mayo  State  Vocational  School  at  Paintsville  is  but  one  of 
the  many  by-products  of  his  ingenuity.  He  interested  the  two  branches  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  establishing  the  Sandy  Valley  Seminary  at  Paints¬ 
ville,  furnishing  all  the  money  to  said  churches  for  the  establishment  of 
the  school  and  paying  most  of  the  deficits  incurred  in  its  operation.  After 
his  death  the  name  of  the  school  was  changed  to  the  John  C.  C.  Mayo  College. 
This  property  was  later  purchased  by  E.  J.  Evans^  of  Paintsville,  and  the 
Mayo  State  Vocational  School  established.  For  many  years  Mr.  Evans  had 
been  a  business  associate  of  Mr.  Mayo,  and  had  heard  him  express  the  idea 
that  a  vocational  school  should  be  established  at  Paintsville.  Remembering 
this,  Mr.  Evans  carried  out  his  idea.  This  was  the  first  vocational  school 
in  Kentucky,  and  now  ranks  with  the  best  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Mayo’s  integrity  and  loyalty  to  his  friends  were  among  his  out¬ 
standing  attributes.  One  outstanding  demonstration  of  his  loyalty  to  his 
friends  occured  during  the  period  United  States  Senators  were  elected  by 
the  legislature  instead  of  by  popular  vote.  During  a  session  of  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  legislature  in  the  early  1900s,  when  the  legislature  was  tied  between 


2  After  the  above  sketch  was  written  by  Mr.  Buckingham  the  Mayo  Mansion, 
office  buildings  and  grounds  surrounding  them,  were  sold  by  Mr.  Evans  to 
Bishop  William  T.  Molloy,  of  the  Diocese  of  Covington  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  They  are  now  being  used  for  educational  purposes  under  the  name 
of  "Our  Lady  of  the  Mountains  Academy",  staffed  by  the  Sisters  of  the  Di¬ 
vine  Providence.  Another  vocational  school  has  recently  been  built  in 
Paintsville. 
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Senator  Bradley  and  Governor  Beckham,  Mayo  was  offered  the  election,  but 
refused  to  accept  so  long  as  Gov.  Beckham's  name  was  before  the  legisla¬ 
ture. 

No  Thirst  for  Personal  Power 

When  Mr.  Mayo  suggested  that  Paintsville  should  have  a  bank,  he 
could  have  dominated  the  whole  situation,  yet  due  to  his  retiring  nature 
he  told  the  leading  citizens  of  the  town  to  organize  the  bank  and  use  him 
in  anyway  they  saw  fit;  and  stated  that  whatever  stock  was  not  subscribed 
he  would  take  up.  Such  was  his  attitude  in  all  of  his  activities. 

The  prevailing  conditions  in  almost  the  entire  section  of  Eastern  Ken¬ 
tucky  appealed  to  Mr.  Mayo's  sympathies.  In  the  humblest  of  homes  he  w»uld 
share  with  the  family  their  meager  fare,  which  often  consisted  of  hunks  of 
fat  meat,  corn  bread  and  coffee,  but  was  proffered  with  the  real  spirit  of 
the  hospitality  of  the  mountain  folks,  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  Mr.  Mayo. 
He  ever  showed  his  good  will  and  complimented  both  the  food  and  the  cooks. 
He  liked  to  remember  these  mountain  folks  with  gifts  of  items  not  found  in 
the  iranediate  section,  which  brought  joy  to  the  hearts  of  the  housewives 
and  the  youth  of  the  families.  Ofttiraes  he  made  gifts  of  looms  on  which 
wool  coverlets  and  spreads  were  woven.  Mr.  Mayo  would  purchase  these  from 
the  makers  and  send  to  his  friends  among  the  big-wigs  of  the  cities.  Many 
of  these  articles  are  now  treasured  heirlooms  and  some  of  them  are  works 
of  art.  It  was  always  refreshing  to  hear  Mr.  Mayo  tell  of  his  visits  with 
the  mountain  folks,  for  whom  he  entertained  a  sincere  liking. 

Love  of  Family  and  Friends 

No  sooner  had  Mayo  assured  himself  of  his  financial  security  than  he 
proceeded  to  build  for  his  parents  one  of  the  handsomest  residences  in 
Paintsville  at  that  time  -  this,  before  he  constructed  a  home  for  himself 
and  family.  It  was  in  this  home  that  his  parents  celebrated  their  Golden 
Wedding  Anniversary.  The  younger  Mrs.  Mayo  presented  her  mother-in-law 
with  a  beautiful  new  silk  dress  for  the  occasion.  Upon  receiving  it  the 
elder  Mrs.  Mayo  exclaimed:  "My, ray,  it  is.  beautiful,  and  it  must  have  cost 
$25.00".  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  dress  cost  more  than  $250.00. 

For  himself  and  family  Mr.  Mayo  built  a  splendid  home  in  Paintsville 
called  by  some  a  mansion.  A  swamp  which  had  been  for  many  years  a  source 
of  worry  to  the  people  of  Paintsville  was  converted  into  a  beautiful  build¬ 
ing  site  at  an  expense  of  more  than  $250,000.  This  would  now  represent 
an  investment  of  one  million  dollars.  It  was  by  far  the  most  pretentious 
residence  in  Kentucky.  The  stone  used  in  the  massive  pillars  and  other 
parts  of  the  building  was  quarried  from  the  hills  on  Mayo's  father's  farm, 
and  transported  to  the  building  site  by  ten  yoke  of  oxen.  This  builder  of 
the  mansion  neither  excluded  the  poor  nor  catered  to  the  rich;  but  the 
most  humble  citizen  of  Johnson  County  with  hobnails  in  his  boots  was 
invited  into  his  home  and  had  meals  with  him  just  like  a  prince,  sometimes 
to  the  consternation  of  the  cooks  and  others  —  but  never  to  Mr.  Mayo 
or  to  his  wife. 

Mr.  Mayo  visited  Europe  in  1913,  and  brought  home  with  him  diamonds, 
pearls  and  other  rare  items  as  gifts  not  only  for  the  members  of  his  family 
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but  to  hundreds  of  friends,  exemplifying  the  great  joy  he  had  in  giving 
to  others. 

In  his  early  struggles  to  achieve  success  and  to  acquire  coal  lands 
in  Eastern  Kentucky  Mayo  was  considered  a  "dreamer".  While  none  doubted 
his  honesty,  few  people  believed  in  his  dreams  and  many  thought  he  would 
never  amount  to  anything.  On  more  than  one  occasion  he  was  refused  cred¬ 
it  by  local  merchants,  and  in  some  instances  for  items  as  insignificant 
as  cigars.  However,  he  lived  to  see  his  dreams  come  true;  and  altho'  peo¬ 
ple  often  may  have  failed  in  their  attitude  toward  Mayo,  he  lived  to  see  the 
day  when  all  respected  and  believed  in  him. 

Mr.  Mayo  died  May  11,  1914,  at  the  age  of  49.  His  funeral  was  at¬ 
tended  by  the  largest  aggregation  ever  seen  on  such  an  occasion  in  the 
Eastern  Kentucky  mountains.  Special  trains  carried  friends  from  all  parts 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  Mayo's  life  and  accomplishments  bring  to  mind  the  lines  of  the 
blind  poet  -  Fr  John  B.  Tabb- 

"Their  noon-day  never  knows 
What  names  immortal  are- 
'Tis  night  alone  that  shows 
How  star  surpasseth  star." 


Editor's  Note: 

Mr.  Buckingham's  sketch  (above)  was  done  in  September  1947  for 
radio  station  WLW,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  for  use  on  its  "Builders  of  Destiny" 
series.  It  was  graciously  contributed  to  the  Leslie  Family  History  by 
Mr.  Mayo's  only  son  and  namesake,  John  C.  C.  Mayo,  Ashland,  Kentucky. 

It  admirably  fills  the  author's  request  for  something  "warm  and  human", 
rather  than  the  usual  biographical  material  which  was  to  be  found  in 
abundance  in  the  published  literature  of  the  day  when  the  "Dreamer"  and 
the  "Do-er"  walked  among  us.  This  writer  well  remembers  those  days  but 
her  viewpoint  was  that  of  a  mere  child.  It  has  remained  for  Mr.  Bucking¬ 
ham  to  point  out  to  us  not  only  their  romance  and  excitement  of  the 
moment,  but  also  the  impact  on  the  lives  of  the  peoples  of  that  era  by 
the  development  of  that  vast  area  and  its  resources.  J.  C.C.  Mayo  was 
indeed  a  "Builder  of  Destiny".  My  own  appreciation  of  Mr.  Buckingham's 
sketch  knows  no  bounds.  It  was  given  as  a  talk  but  adapted  for  the 
present  use  by  ye  editor.  R.C.L. 
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WILLIAM  PHARMER  LESLIE 
Teacher-  Lawyer-  Judge 

From  Kentucky  Hills  to  Texas  Plains 
from  the  schoolroom  to  the  courtroom  to  become 
Chief  Justice  of  an  East  Texas  Court  of  Civil  Appeals 

The  story  as  told  by  his  daughter 
Rosalie  Leslie  Loreto 

My  Father,  'dn.  Pharrner  Leslie,  was  the  7th  of  the  8  children  of  Addison 
Noblett  and  Martha  Mayo  Leslie.  He  was  born  near  Emma,  Kentucky,  on  February 
17,  1879,  in  the  house  known  as  "The  Mansion  of  the  Big  Sandy".  The  house 
stood  on  the  banks  of  the  river  of  that  name  and  was  big  and  hospitable.  At 
a  time  inns  were  few  and  far  between  it  was  a  landmark,  as  well  as  a  haven, 
for  those  who  traveled  by  water  or  by  land  and  wished  a  stopping  place  for  the 
night.  The  kitchen  and  dining  room  were  built  separate  from  the  main  part  of 
the  house,  and  my  father  told  us  that  when  the  weather  was  bad  the  women  folks 
would  complain  of  this  arrangement.  The  house  proper  had  a  wide  entrance  hall¬ 
way,  a  broad  stairway  in  front  and  a  narrower  one  in  the  back.  Ceilings  were 
very  high,  and  each  big  square  room  was  known  by  the  color  of  its  beautifully 
beaded  wood  paneling.  The  handmade  nails  were  brought  by  horseback  across  the 
Appalachian  Mountains  from  Abingdon,  Virginia  in  the  late  18th  century,  when 
John  Graham,  a  relative  of  Grandmother  Allen  built  the  mansion. 

When  the  older  children  had  established  homes  of  their  own  and  left  the 
big  rooms  empty,  my  grandmother  Leslie  began  to  imagine  ghostly  voices  could 
be  heard.  She  consequently  had  the  house  razed  and  used  the  lumber  to  build 
a  modest  cottage,  less  hospitable  to  nightly  ethereal  visitors,  and  a  few  feet 
from  the  same  location. 

It  was  in  this  home  that  my  father's  early  character  was  molded  and  his 
ambition  fired.  In  this,  his  mother,  though  never  very  well,  played  an  impor¬ 
tant  role.  She  took  a  great  interest  in  her  children’s  education,  coaching 
them  in  their  school  work,  and  getting  them  ready  to  pass  the  examination  for 
a  teacher's  certificate.  Six  of  the  eight  children  became  teachers.  Often 
she  read  to  them  from  Robert  Burns,  her  favorite  poet.  Small  wonder  then  that 
father  could  -  and  did  -  frequently  quote  long  passages  from  the  Scotch  bard. 
Many  were  the  times  my  brothers  and  I  were  to  hear  from  Burn's  "Epistle  to  a 
Young  Friend": 


"Aye,  free  aff  han’  your  story  tell. 
When  wi’  a  bosom  crony; 

But  still  keep  something  to  yoursel 
Ye  scarcely  tell  to  ony; 

Conceal  yoursel  as  weel's  ye  can 
Frae  critical  dissection: 

But  keek  thro'  ev'ry  other  man 
Wi'  sharpen'd,  sly  inspection". 
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From  his  experiences  as  he  walked  from  this  home  to  school,  a  distance 
of  several  miles,  we  children  were  to  inherit  two  admonitions  of  his  teachers: 
"Never  call  each  other  by  nick-names  and  never  throw  rocks  going  to  and  from 
school".  My  father's  teacher  was  usually  either  an  older  brother  or  sister 
who  expected  him  to  be  an  example  in  good  behavior.  This  fact  often  irritated 
him  and  made  him  rebellious.  At  about  16  years  of  age  in  an  effort  to  remedy 
the  situation  he  went  to  the  county  seat  at  Prestonsburg,  Kentucky  to  take  a 
teacher's  examination.  He  expected  nothing  less  than  a  first  grade  certificate, 
but  received  only  a  second  grade  which  made  him  very  unhappy.  For  this  important 
occasion  he  had  donned  pants  which  because  of  his  extremely  long  legs,  ended 
many  inches  above  his  big  feet.  When  he  got  home,  his  brother  Crit  offered 
this  consolation,  "Willie,  I  know  why  they  didn’t  give  you  a  first  grade  cer¬ 
tificate,  you  are  wearing  knee  pants".  The  possesion  of  his  second  grade  cer¬ 
tificate  enabled  him  to  teach  a  small  school  on  Cow  Creek,  and,  that  winter 
to  continue  his  education  under  Professor  Byington,  who  was  head  of  a  normal 
school  at  Prestonsburg. 

Father  was  now  ready  for  the  great  adventure  which  was  to  lead  him  to 
Texas  and  to  one  of  the  highest  judicial  benches  of  the  state.  At  this  time 
he  was  still  in  his  teens  and  stood  6  ft  3  1/3  in.  tall;  was  sinewy  and  slender. 
His  complexion  was  fair,  his  eyes  deep  blue,  and  his  hair  was  dark.  In  later 
life  his  presence  was  such  as  to  command  the  notice  of  others  wherever  he  was. 
His  mother  took  the  carefully  hoarded  funds,  made  a  pocket  to  hold  them  and 
sewed  it  securely  on  the  inside  of  his  long-handled  underwear.  Thus  equipped, 
he  took  off  alone  on  a  raft  of  logs  which  he  had  constructed  and  to  which  he 
had  securely  lashed  a  small  trunk  that  held  his  few  possessions  and  steered  a- 
way  down  the  Big  Sandy  to  where  it  joined  the  Ohio  at  Catlettsburg,  then  to 
Cincinnati,  where  he  took  the  train  for  Comnerce,  Texas.  This  was  his  first 
train  trip  and  I  remaAer  his  telling  how  cold  it  was  in  Cincinnati  without  an 
overcoat. 

Father’s  maternal  uncle, William  Leonidas  Mayo,  who  several  years  before 
had  gone  from  his  farm  home  on  Beaver  Creek,  Kentucky, had  established  Mayo 
College  at  Commerce,  Texas, (This  is  now  East  Texas  State  Teacher's  College). 
This  institution  was  famous  in  its  day  and  many  of  the  leading  men  and  women 
of  the  state  and  nation  received  education  there.  Under  the  management  of 
Professor  Mayo  no  deserving  boy  or  girl,  seeking  an  education,  was  ever  turned 
away  for  lack  of  funds.  Somehow  a  place  was  made  for  all.  My  father,  working 
as  he  studied,  received  his  B.  S.  degree  in  1900,  and  his  B.  A.  degree  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year.  A  classmate  of  his  was  Sam  Rayburn,  who  became  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

When  my  father  finished  at  Mayo  College  he  wanted  to  enter  the  Law  School 
at  the  University  of  Texas,  but  his  funds  were  depleted  and  he  taught  two 
schools  in  Texas,  one  at  Winters  and  one  at  Bronte.  He  saved  a  little  money 
but  a  message  came  that  his  mother  was  ill,  so  he  bought  a  railway  ticket 
which  took  most  of  his  earnings.  His  mother  recovered  but  there  was  not  enough 
money  to  return  to  Texas.  Therefore  in  the  Spring  of  1903,  he  set  out  on  horse¬ 
back  to  apply  for  a  position  as  teacher  on  Steele's  Creek,  Kentucky.  He  was 
accompanied  by  a  relative.  At  one  point  along  the  rugged  mountain  path,  he  had 
to  dismount  and  lie  down  because  he  was  seized  with  what  he  considered  to  be 
a  severe  physical  ailment.  Only  with  prodding  from  the  relative  did  the  young 
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man,  then  23  years  old,  finally  remount  his  horse  and  proceed  on  the  journey. 

Later  in  maturer  years,  my  father  was  to  acknowledge  the  real  reason  behind 
his  indisposition  was  his  extreme  disappointment  that  he  could  not  continue 
his  education  at  the  University  of  Texas,  For  him,  the  getting  of  an  education 
was  long,  hard  and  full  of  toil  and  much  disappointment,  but  all  this,  however 
grievious  at  the  time,  made  of  him  a  man,  whose  disposition  was  ever  ready  to 
help  other  ambitious  young  people  to  an  education  or  to  get  the  job  they  were 
seeking.  To  help  young  people  always  gave  him  much  satisfaction. 

He  did  get  the  school  on  Steele's  Creek  and  this  proved  to  be  the  happiest 
and  most  rewarding  experience  of  his  life.  He  threw  himself  with  all  the  en¬ 
thusiasm  of  his  nature  into  instilling  knowledge  into  the  eager  minds  of  his 
young  pupils,  and,  more  important,  he  inspired  them  with  the  ambition  to  seek 
something  better  than  digging  a  living  from  a  poor  rocky  mountain  farm.  Several 
of  his  pupils  went  from  this  school  to  succeed  in  the  professions  and  in  business. 
Teaching  in  the  daytime  be  studied  and  read  at  night,  books  on  the  history  of 
his  country,  a  long  list  entitled,  “The  American  Statesman  Series"  and  "Blackstone 
It  was  here,  too,  in  this  little  one  room  country  school  house  that  he  mat  the 
girl  he  was  later  to  marry.  This  young  lady  was  Rosalie  Allen,  whose  father 
brought  her  to  the  school  for  enrollment.  Rosalie,  16  years  of  age,  was  bright¬ 
eyed  and  eager  to  learn.  She  was  a  great  stimulant  and  inspiration  to  her  teach¬ 
er,  who  was  eight  years  her  senior;  yet,  because  of  the  teacher-pupil  relation¬ 
ship,  he  dared  not  show  any  personal  interest  in  this  attractive  student  until 
some  time  later  when  he  had  saved  enough  money  to  resime  his  legal  education  in 
Texas. 


When  the  school  term  at  Steele's  Creek  was  completed,  Mr.  Allen  took  the 
lead  in  financing  Beech  Grove  School  to  make  it  a  first  class  school  in  order 
that  his  six  children  might  be  instructed  by  "the  teacher  with  a  college  educa¬ 
tion.”  (My  Aunt  Lulu,  father's  sister,  also  attended  this  school  and,  incidental¬ 
ly  served  as  his  "banker";  securely  sewn  into  her  clothes  were  his  savings  from 
teaching.  She  lived  at  the  Allen  home,  which  because  of  its  size  and  location, 
was  also  often  used  as  a  stopping  place  by  all  kinds  of  travelers.  ) 

For  my  father,  the  ensuing  years  were  marked  by  periods  of  work  and  periods 
of  study  at  the  University  of  Texas  Law  School.  One  summer,  he  joined  a  gang  of 
day  laborers  who  were  building  the  new  railroad  into  the  mountains  of  Eastern 
Kentucky.  There  were  periods  of  teaching,  at  May  Town  and  again  at  Beech  Grove. 
When  a  student  in  law  school,  he  sold  Century  fountain  pens  while  serving  as 
law  librarian  and  quiz  master.  Small  wonder  then  that  when  he  in  1906,  at  the 
age  of  27,  standing  first  in  his  class,  walked  across  the  stage  at  graduation 
to  receive  his  degree,  one  of  his  professors  should  whisper  to  him:  "Don't  look 

so  serious,  Leslie"!  That  night  he  sat  down  to  write  my  Grandfather  Allen  for 

his  daughter's  hand  in  marriage. 

When  not  in  school  father  worked  on  the  farm,  helped  to  run  rafts  of  tim- 
>er  to  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Sandy  at  Catlettsburg,  Kentucky,  and  put  his  hand 
;o  any  task  to  earn  a  few  dollars.  The  first  money  he  ever  had  came  from  selling 
;he  down  feathers  of  geese  he  cared  for  as  a  boy.  Although  people  lived  well 

m  farm,  money  was  hard  to  come  by  and  it  was  a  real  grief  for  him  to  part  with 

:ash  so  laboriously  earned  for  his  education,  even  to  have  needed  dental  work 
lone;  but  he  sold  a  steer  he  had  raised  and  paid  the  dentist. 

While  my  father  had  been  completing  his  legal  education,  Rosalie  Allen  had 
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been  attending  Valparaiso  University  in  Valparaiso,  Indiana.  Her  record  was 
such  as  to  reflect  credit  upon  her  preparatory  instruction.  One  day,  when  she 
finished  first,  as  was  her  custom,  in  getting  her  problem  on  the  blackboard, 
her  professor  said  to  her,  "Miss  Rose,  you  must  have  had  an  excellent  mathe¬ 
matics  teacher".  To  this,  mother  could  readily  agreej 

The  Allens  were  of  English  descent  and  settled  early  in  Connecticut.  Many 
of  them  moved  to  Virginia,  and,  after  the  Revolutionary  War,  to  North  Carolina. 
The  first  to  come  to  Eastern  Kentucky  were  George  Allen,  who  with  a  relative 
Bill  Allen,  came  from  North  Carolina  around  1793.  George  Allen's  father  was 
John  Allen,  who  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  died  in  Orange  County, 
North  Carolina  in  1812.  John  Allen's  wife  was  Cynthia  Coleman,  who  was  the 
daughter  of  Samuel  Coleman,  of  Virginia,  who  also  served  in  the  Revolution. 

Her  mother  was  Sarah  Lyons. 

It  was  in  the  Allen  home  on  Goose  Creek  that  father  married  mother  on 
January  8,  1908,  a  marriage  which  had  been  planned  for  Christmas  but  which 
was  delayed  by  flood  waters  which  disrupted  transportation  from  Texas. 

Odessa,  Texas,  in  1908,  was  as  dreary  a  place  as  ever  greeted  a  young 
bride  of  twenty.  A  merciless  and  scorching  drought  was  upon  the  land,  and  the 
outlook  for  my  parents  was  most  disheartening.  Mother  had  to  accustom  herself 
to  eating  food  from  a  can  instead  of  from  a  fresh  garden,  and  father  was  often 
hard  pressed  to  provide  the  wherewithal  to  buy  the  canned  food.  (No  one  could 
have  foreseen  then  that  25  years  later  Odessa  would  become  a  wealthy  oil  boom 
center.)  In  March,  1908,  when  Judge  James  L.  Shepherd  of  Colorado  City, Texas, 
invited  my  father  to  take  care  of  his  office  for  $12.00  a  month,  with  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  taking  what  practice  he  could  get  on  the  side,  he  seized  upon  it;  and 
the  young  couple  moved  to  a  place  which  seemed  to  offer  a  brighter  future.  Fa¬ 
ther  soon  was  deeply  inmersed  in  local  politics,  first  as  City  Attorney,  and 
then  as  County  Attorney  of  Mitchell  County.  When  he  ran  for  the  latter  office, 
he  promised  the  voters  that  if  he  were  elected,  he  would  see  that  the  local  op¬ 
tion  laws  prohibiting  the  sale  and  use  of  alcoholic  beverages  were  enforced. 
Bootlegging  between  Mitchell  County  and  Tom  Green  County,  to  the  south,  was 
rampant  at  that  time  and  father  came  into  sharp  conflict  with  the  lawless  ele¬ 
ment  of  the  community.  One  night,  as  he  was  walking  down  the  main  street  of 
Colorado  City,  a  man  jumped  out  from  a  recessed  stairway  to  attack  him.  Fortu¬ 
nately  friendly  restraining  hands  were  nearby;  but,  to  the  end  of  his  life,  he 
carried  scars  as  reminders  of  that  encounter  early  in  his  career.  In  this  as 
in  later  experiences,  father  did  not  swerve  from  his  belief  that  one  should 
never  run  away  from  trouble  or  even  danger,  if  he  knew  he  were  right.  He  felt 
that  if  a  person  held  firm,  later  events  would  justify  him  and  even  his  enemies 
would  respect  him.  This  early  encounter  proved  this  theory:  A  near  tragedy  and 
early  end  of  his  political  career  was  averted  and  turned  into  a  great  blessing. 
All  the  respected  law-abiding  citizens  got  behind  him  and  backed  him  for  every 
public  office  he  ever  sought.  Once  in  office,  father’s  record  was  such  that 
he  never  had  an  opponent  to  run  against  him.  A  later  experience  as  District 
Judge  of  the  32nd  Judicial  District  holding  Court  at  Sweetwater,  Texas,  proved 
that  to  be  true  to  his  oath  to  uphold  the  law  of  the  State,  however  it  might 
run  counter  to  the  desires  of  the  citizens  at  the  time,  would  in  the  end  not 
make  against  him  politically  but,  instead,  would  secure  respect  and  support. 

A  company  was  establishing  a  gypsum  plant  a  few  miles  from  the  City  and  water 
from  the  municipal  supply  was  needed.  Father  held  that  the  charter  forbade 
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the  use  of  city  water  for  this  purpose.  This  caused  great  indignation  against 
the  judge.  I  remember  when  father  came  home  after  this  experience,  he  threw 
himself,  in  great  grief,  across  the  bed  and  said,  "Oh,  I’ve  had  to  do  some¬ 
thing  that  has  lost  me  every  friend  I've  ever  had  in  Sweetwater."  Soon  there 
was  a  knocking  at  the  door.  Father  greeted  the  unexpected  visitor  with  fear, 
for  this  was  the  father  of  the  man  who  had  so  cruelly  attacked  him  a  few  years 
before.  He  said,  "I’ve  just  heard  they're  getting  ready  to  mob  you  over  at 
Sweetwater  -  just  give  me  the  word  and  I  and  others  will  tend  to  them." 

When  Father  ran  for  Judge  of  the  11th  Court  of  Civil  Appeals,  his  vote  in 
Sweetwater  and  the  county  was  almost  unanimous  over  that  of  his  opponet.  He 
lived  the  prayer: 

"God  give  us  men-- 

Men  whom  the  lust  of  office  does  not  kill; 

Men  whom  the  spoils  of  office  cannot  buy." 

From  1913  to  1919,  father  was  District  Attorney  of  the  32nd  Judicial  Dis¬ 
trict;  and  from  1913  to  1926,  he  was  District  Judge  of  that  district.  He  was 
an  Associate  Justice  of  the  11th  Supreme  Judicial  District  Court  of  Civil  Ap¬ 
peals  in  Eastland,  Texas,  from  1927  until  1935,  when  he  was  appointed  Chief 
Justice.  He  served  in  this  position  with  honor  and  diginity  until  his  death 
from  an  heart  attack  on  July  31,  1945.  A  survey  made  while  he  was  on  the 
bench  disclosed  that  97%  of  the  opinions  rendered  by  the  appeals  court  and 
appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court  were  upheld  in  the  higher  court. 

Impressive  as  this  record  of  a  poor  Kentucky  mountaineer  boy  may  be,  it 
does  not  begin  to  tell  the  story  of  the  Man.  Above  and  beyond  his  profession¬ 
al  career,  was  his  love  of  and  interest  in  people  and  especially  his  family. 
When  the  first  child,  William  Allen  Leslie,  who  was  born  on  June  1,  1909,  was 
just  a  few  weeks  old,  he  wrote  to  get  catalogues  from  leading  universities. 

On  November  18,1910,  I,  who  was  given  my  mother's  name  of  Rosalie,  was  born. 

It  was  not  until  February  13,  1923,  that  an  event  important  enough  to  keep  fa¬ 
ther  from  opening  court  in  Big  Spring,  Texas  occurred:  This  event  was  the  birth 
of  Charles  Robert  Leslie,  the  second  son.  All  three  children  were  born  in  the 
Colorado  City  home. 

In  this  home,  there  was  time  for  work  and  play  and  worship.  In  the  even¬ 
ings,  our  mother  would  read  the  great  classics  and  then  there  was  a  time  of 
Bible  reading  and  prayer.  On  week-ends  and  holidays,  mother  and  father  would 
round  up  the  neighboring  children  and  take  us  on  outings  —  to  track  a  coyote 
along  a  river  bank,  to  swim  at  "Little  Blue",  to  chop  down  and  bring  home  a 
Christmas  tree,  or  to  camp  out  over  night.  Summers  were  usually  spent  on  our 
grandmother  Allen's  farm  in  Kentucky.  Fishing,  hunting,  swimming,  and  hiking 
played  an  important  part  in  our  rearing;  but  important  as  these  activities  were, 
they  were  never  permitted  to  supersede  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath  and  wor¬ 
ship  in,  what  father  used  to  call,  "the  good  old  Methodist  Church."  My  parents 
each  taught  a  Sunday  School  class  and  took  a  very  active  interest  in  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  church,  even  to  seeing  that  the  pianos  were  tuned  and  appropriate 
pictures  were  hung.  On  Layman's  Sunday,  father  was  sure  to  be  asked  to  fill 
some  pulpit.  As  a  testimonial  to  my  parents'  deep  religious  feelings,  I  have 
today  among  my  treasured  possessions  the  Bible  they  gave  me  when  I  left  home 
to  enter  college, with  this  statement  on  the  fly  leaf:  "Rosalie  starts  for  the 
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University  of  Texas  this  day,  September  17,  1927,  and  as  she  goes  on  that 
important  journey,  her  parents  present  to  her  this  Book  with  the  hope  that 
it  may  ever  be  a  rule  and  guide  to  her  faith  and  practice,"  "W.  P.  Leslie 
Rosalie  Allen  Leslie" 

My  brothers  and  I  have  been  left  the  greatest  of  all  heritages  —  in  the 
lives,  well  lived,  of  our  parents. 


The  esteem  in  which  Judge  Leslie  was  held  by  his  associates  is  evidenced 
by  the  tributes  paid  by  two  of  his  fellow  judges,  Virgil  T.  Seaberry  and  Jack 

W.  Frost,  whose  words  of  praise  are  quoted  below: 

Judge  William  P.  Leslie  served  the  Judiciary  of  Texas  with  honor  and  dis¬ 

tinction.  He  was  an  able  trial  judge  before  being  elected  to  the  Court  of  Civil 
Appeals  at  Eastland.  He  was  first  an  associate  justice,  then  the  chief  justice 
of  this  Court. 

During  the  tine  Judge  Leslie  served  on  the  Appellate  Court,  many  difficult 
cases  of  great  importance  were  decided.  He  was  a  hard-working  judge  who  was 
never  satisfied  until  a  case  was  rightly  decided  and  the  opinion  of  the  court 
was  expressed  in  clear,  simple  language.  He  was  always  intellectually  honest 
and  morally  courageous  in  making  every  decision. 

I  once  told  him  that  his  written  opinions  were  always  expressed  in  such 
understandable  language,  that  I  had  never  heard  two  lawyers  disputing  about 
what  he  meant  by  what  he  had  written.  To  my  mind,  his  record  in  this  respect 
is  unsurpassed  in  the  judicial  history  of  Texas. 


Virgil  T.  Seaberry 

Judge  William  P.  Leslie  was,  in  my  opinion,  one  of  the  small  group  of 
truly  great  judges  ever  to  serve  in  appellate  courts  in  the  State  of  Texas. 

In  addition  to  being  familiar  with  his  decisions  while  he  was  Justice 
and  then  Chief  Justice  of  the  Eastland  Court  of  Civil  Appeals,  I  was  well 
acquainted  and  closely  associated  with  him  during  his  tenure  on  that  Court. 

His  opinions  were  characterized  by  extreme  clarity;  he  arrived  at  them 
through  painstaking  and  diligent  effort.  He  was  possessed  of  an  innate  and 
highly  developed  sense  of  justice;  he  was  scrupulously  honest  and  morally 
straight  and  had  the  courage  to  do  what  he  knew  was  right.  His  work  on  the 
Court  always  came  first  with  him;  and  the  law  of  Texas  profited  greatly  by 
his  having  served  on  the  Court. 


Jack  W.  Frost 


A  TRIP  TO  SCOTLAND 


Excerpts  from  the  diary 


of  Rosalie  Leslie  (Loreto) 


When  we  finally  crossed  the  River  Tweed  on  June  21,  1949  I  knew  that  at 
last  I  had  reached  the  land  of  my  forefathers  —  and  what  a  joyous  sensation 
that  was!  So  often  Dad's  words  came  back  to  me  then  and  later  —  "I  don't 
care  much  about  a  trip  to  most  of  Europe,  but  I  would  like  to  go  to  Scotland." 
In  a  very  real  sense  I  felt  that  I  was  making  that  trip  not  only  for  myself 
but  also  for  Dad.  And  now,  in  retrospect,  I  know  that  Scotland  was  the  climax 
of  my  entire  trip.  So  often,  as  I  go  about  my  work  too  today,  I  find  myself 
hymming: 


"By  yon  bonnie  banks,  and  by  yon  bonnie  braes. 
Where  the  sun  shines  bright  on  Loch  Lomond, 

Where  me  and  my  true  love  were  ever  want  to  gae. 
On  the  bonnie,  bonnie  banks  of  Loch  Lomond" 


or 


"A  roaming  in  the  gloaming  with  a  lassie  by  ray  side; 

Roaming  in  the  gloaming;  By  the  bonnie  banks  of  Clyde; 

When  the  sun  has  gone  to  rest,  that's  the  time  that  I  love  best. 
Oh,  it's  lovely  roaming  in  the  gloaming!" 


I  like  to  close  my  eyes  and  see  again  the  green  moors,  the  rugged  mountains, 
and  the  sparkling  lochs  of  Scotland.  And,  oh,  how  I  loved  the  Scotch  people. 

As  soon  as  I  would  say  I  was  a  Leslie,  they  would  exclaim:  "Ah,  ya  musta  be 
from  Aberdeen  or  Fife.  Leslie  is  an  auld,  auld  family  in  Scotland  —  and  proud 
ya  can  be  of  that  name."  ... 

In  the  afternoon,  June  22,  I  visited  Edinburgh  Castle,  which  occupies  an 
almost  inaccessable  mountain  top,  with  a  commanding  view  of  the  City  ....  Of 
special  interest  to  me  was  the  tiny  chapel  within  the  inner  fortifications  of 
the  castle,  for  it  was  dedicated  to  St.  Margaret.  I  presume  that  this  must 
have  been  the  same  St.  Margaret,  who,  when  crossing  a  stream  in  Scotland  long 
ago,  was  swept  off  her  horse  by  a  current  and  was  on  the  verge  of  drowsing 
when  a  Leslie  jumped  in  and  rescued  her. 

It  is  interesting  to  know  that  a  Leslie  —  Gen.  Alexander  Leslie  —  was 
invited  back  to  Scotland  to  command  the  Covenanters,  after  a  distinguished 
military  career  in  Sweden,  under  Gustavus  Adolphus.  With  1000  men  he  captured 
Edinburgh  Castle  —  no  mean  feat  in  those  days!  During  the  recent  war,  the 
perpendicular  sides  were  used  as  practice  grounds  for  the  coimandos.  They 
were  able  with  their  modern  and  highly  skilled  techniques,  to  scale  the  walls 
in  twenty  minutes! 

The  high  light  of  my  visit  to  Edinburgh  was  the  brief  interview  I  was 
able  to  have  with  Sir  Thomas  Innes  of  Learney,  Lord  Lyon  King  of  Arms  at  the 
Public  Registry,  where  the  official  records  of  all  arms  and  bearings  in 
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Scotland  are  kept.  Ke  was  a  veritable  storehouse  of  information  concerning 
all  the  old  Scotch  families,  including  the  Leslies.  When  I  told  him  the  purpose 
of  my  visit,  he  quickly  sketched  the  Leslie  badge  for  me  without  reference  to 
a  book  and  then  told  me  of  tivo  ancient  Leslie  castles,  now  in  ruins,  near 
Inverurie  in  Aberdeenshire.  One  was  the  Castle  of  Ealquhain  of  the  Leslies 
and  the  other,  perhaps  eight  to  ten  miles  away,  the  Leslie  Castle  of  Leslie 
(a  tiny  village  within  a  short  disfance  of  the  old  castle).  Quite  naturally, 
my  curiosity  was  aroused  to  see  these  castles;  so  I  changed  my  itinerary  to 
go  by  way  of  Inverurie... 

Early  in  the  morning,  .Tune  23,  I  took  a  train  to  Aberdeen  and  from  thence, 

I  took  a  bus  to  my  destination.  Immediately  upon  arriving  in  the  village  of 
Inverurie,  I  went  to  the  local  garage,  where  I  was  told  I  might  make  arrangements 
for  a  car  and  driver  to  take  me  the  forty-odd  miles  to  see  the  castles.  I 
found  the  owner  of  the  garage,  but  he  told  me  all  the  cars  and  drivers  had  gone 
to  the  agricultural  fair  in  Dundee  for  the  day.  When,  however,  he  heard  of 
how  far  I  had  come  and  the  purpose  of  my  visit,  he  offered  to  close  his  garage 
and  drive  me  in  his  own  car.  That  blessed  man!  Even  though  I  could  understand 
only  half  of  what  he  said  in  the  Scotch  "burr",  I  thoroughly  enjoyed  his  company 
and  the  spirit  in  which  he  entered  into  my  adventures.  No  inconvenience  was 
too  much  trouble,  and  no  amount  of  time  was  begrudged... 

It  may  surprise  you  to  know  we  might  have  been  the  proud  possessors  of  a 
castle  in  Scotland  only  a  few  years  ago  if  we  had  offered  the  munificent  sum 
of  five  pounds  or  t lie  equivalent  of  twenty  dollars  for  the  once  great  halls 
of  Ealquhain.  Now  it  stands  in  ruins,  but  parts  of  the  walls,  six  feet  deep 
of  stone  and  five  stories  high,  still  stand  as  reminders  of  the  day  when  the 
clans  had  to  be  strong  to  survive.  At  the  foct  of  the  formidable  wall  flowed 
a  little  stream,  on  whose  banks  wild  roses  bloomed,  and  out  of  the  stone 
crevices  of  the  wall  wild  flowers  and  grasses  grew.  The  quiet  was  broken 
only  bv  the  echoing  answer  to  my  shout  in  the  direction  of  the  wall —  "Hello! 
Hello!'  Hello!" 

Sir  Thomas  told  me  the  Laird  of  Balquhain  now  lives  in  Australia.  Thit 
may  explain  why  the  Castle  would  be  sold  in  recent  years  for  5  pounds. 

The  present  owners  of  Balquhain  are  the  Ian  W.  Strachans,  who  live  near¬ 
by  on  a  farm.  They  are  related  to  the  Leslies,  but  they  do  not  bear  the  surname. 
Cne  of  I.lr.  Strachan's  brothers  has  the  given  name  of  Leslie.  My  driver  knew 
the  Strachans;  so  he  introduced  me  to  the  lady  of  the  house,  since  her  husband 
was  making  hay  in  the  field.  She  was  most  gracious  and  well  informed....  She 
had  some  wonderful  books  on  the  Leslie  family  and  the  old  castles.  The  only 
one,  a  pamplet,  that  she  thought  she  might  get  for  me  was  written  by  a  Dr. 
Simpson  of  the  University  of  Aberdeen  on  the  old  Scotch  families  and  castes.... 

After  a  refreshing  drink,  Mrs.  Strachan  took  me  to  see  the  two  old  cotters' 
homes  of  stone  near-by.  Now,  as  in  the  long  ago,  tillers  of  the  Leslie  soil 
live  in  these  cottages.  One  bore  the  date  1677.  The  stone  house  in  which  the 
Strachans  live  is  much  more  pretentious  and  is  surrounded  by  a  lovely  garden. 

It  was  built  for  the  son  of  a  Leslie  whose  interests,  I  regret  to  say, did  not 
turn  to  the  soil.  In  due  time,  the  house  and  lands  passed  to  other  owners. 
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In  our  subsequent  drives  through  land  that  once  belonged  to  the  Leslies, 
we  were  ever  in  sight  of  Ben  Nachie,  a  mountain  of  commanding  view.  Near  its 
base,  we  stopped  to  examine  "The  Maiden  Stone",  a  monolith  of  remote  antiquity. 

I  wish  I  could  have  deciphered  the  interesting  heiroglyphics.  They  could  have 
been  pre-druidical ,  Celtic,  or  Pictish...  It,  as  well  as  the  ancient  Druid 
circles  near  Balquhain  Castle,  are  tlassed  as  "Royal  Monuments"  and,  as  such, 
are  protected  by  the  government.  The  Loanhead  Stone  Cairn  (Circle)  and  Urn 
(receptacle  for  the  deceased's  food)  are  not  far  from  the  monument  marking 
the  Battle  of  Harlaw.  These  stone  circles  were  connected  with  the  religious 
rites  of  the  ancient  Celts,  who  settled  Scotland  in  prehistoric  times. 

Later,  St.  Ninian  and  St.  Columba,  through  their  missionary  efforts, 
supplanted  the  ancient  religions  of  the  Druids  and  the  Celts  with  Christianity. 

The  fruits  of  their  efforts  were  to  be  felt  not  only  in  Scotland  but  also  in 
England  and  on  the  Continent  ... 

There  remained  another  Leslie  Castle  to  explore.  I  found  it  to  be  about 
as  large  as  Balquhain,  but  in  a  better  state  of  preservation,  even  though  there 
was  no  roof.  It  was  never  difficult  for  me,  as  a  small  child,  to  imagine  myself 
climbing  circular  stone  stair  steps  in  an  ancient  castle  —  but  little  did  I 
ever  realize  I  would  have  just  such  an  experience  in  a  Leslie  castle  in  Scotland 
in  my  adult  yearsi  True,  cows  (pronounced  "coos")  wander  in  and  out  at  will 
today  on  the  lower  level  that  once  served  as  a  fortification  and  storage  vault, 
but  in  my  imagination  I  could  see  the  blue-eyed  Leslies,  dressed  in  their  green 
hunting  tartan,  entering  their  fortress-home  and  climbing  those  self-same  circular 
steps  to  the  great  hall  above.  There  an  immense  fireplace  and  a  window  with  lat¬ 
ticed  iron  bars  revealed  a  way  of  life  that  could  be  both  pleasant  and  repelling. 
Indentations  on  the  stones  and  skeletons  of  other  fireplaces  on  the  walls  above 
gave  me  a  fairly  accurate  picture  of  the  interior  as  it  must  have  been.  Descend¬ 
ing  the  steps,  I  noticed  that  narrow  slits  of  windows,  about  six  inches  wide  and 
two  feet  long,  were  placed  at  stategic  points  in  the  six-foot  deep  stone  wall. 

In  such  formidable  surroundings,  it  was,  I  must  say,  somewhat  comforting  to  find 
a  holy  symbol  in  Latin  above  the  entrance  door  —  thus  testifying  to  the  good 
work  of  St.  Columba's  missionaries  among  the  Leslies  and  revealing  their  ad¬ 
herence  to  "the  true  faith." 
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Wm.  Pharmer  Leslie 

Chief  Justice  of  the  Eastland  (Texas) 
Court  of  Civil  Appeals,  1935~1945- 


Willard  Rice 


Willard  Rice,  a  6th  Generation  Member  of  the  William  Robert  Lesley  Family.  He 
is  the  grandson  of  Amos  "Bud"  Leslie,  the  eldest  son  of  Martin  Lesley,  the  son 
of  Robert  and  the  grandson  of  the  founder  of  this  branch  of  the  family  in 
America.  Willard  is  shown  here  among  the  crags  of  the  Scottish  Highlands  near 
Edinburgh.  He  wears  a  Highland  dress  tartan  and  kilts.  He  visited  this  home 
of  his  ancestors  while  stationed  in  the  Isles  during  World  War  II. 


Helen  Leslie  Lowry; 

Under  13  Tennis  Champ", 
who,  as  the  accompanying 
poems  disclose,  is  also 
a  lover  of  books,  fashion, 
and  nature.  She  is  shown 
here  at  a  tennis  tourna¬ 
ment  at  Kingswood,  Michi¬ 
gan,  at  the  age  of  12. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  7th 
Generation  of  the  Leslie 
family,  and  is  a  great 
great  granddaughter  of 
Martin  Lesley  who  was  a 
grandson  of  William 
Robert  Lesley  who  was  the 
founder  of  this  branch  of 
the  Leslie  Family  in 
America. 


THE  LESLIES 


They  are  tinkling  cymbals  and  sounding  brass 
Though  this  to  you  may  sound  rather  crass 
They  like  to  own  the  trees  and  the  grass 
Aixlgo  all  to  thunder  enmass. 

Six  feet  of  sod  they  each  require 
The  best  of  them  all  was,  perhaps,  -  Our  Sire. 
Though  often  in  straits  quite  obviously  dire 
He  at  least  remembered  some  things  were  higher. 


Editor*s  Note: 

The  above  was  contributed  by  one  of  the  clan  who  prefers  to  remain  anonymous. 
The  protrayal  will  be  recognized  by  all  as  being  authentic  and  accurate.  The 
sentiment  expressed  in  the  first  verse  each  will  apply  to  all  other  members  of 
the  family;  and  that  expressed  in  the  second  and  last  verse  each  will  with 
equal  assurance  apply  to  their  own  sire.  And  so  we  close  with  a  typical 
Leslie  note  which  we  hope  will  make  each  one  smile  after  wading  through  all  of 
the  "family  vital  statistics"  which  were  of  course  a  most  necessary  and  most 
space-taking  portion  of  this  volume. 


Poems 


By  Helen  Lowry 
A  Book 

Come  with  me  into  Adventure  Land, 

Come  away  with  me-  follow  the  story  strand. 

Read  the  plot  and  pick  up  the  thread, 

Where  will  it  lead?  Where  has  it  led? 

Visit  other  lands  while  sitting  in  a  chair. 

Follow  frontier  heroes  and  fight  with  "Injuns"  and  bear. 

Gaze  at  Kingdoms  of  long  ago,  while  resting  by  the  fire, 

Travel  throughout  ancient  times  and  see  the  Roman  Bnpire. 

Fight  in  the  American  Civil  War  with  Grant  and  Lee, 

Battle  beside  the  Colonial  patriots,  fighting  for  liberty. 

Be  a  Knight  of  King  Arthur  and  of  Sir  Lancelot  in  "the  Table  Round" 

Or  sail  with  Christopher  Columbus  and  have  America  found 

You  may  roam  very  freely  and  visit  any  time  or  place, 

Experience  gloom  or  glee,  and  see  many  a  famous  face. 

Travel  and  explore  the  land  or  the  sea 
Then  later  come  back  to  reality 

Not  only  adventure,  awaits  you  but  also  education 

As  you  explore  and  understand  you  gather  information 

Nothing  better  than  to  face  life  anew  with  a  fresh  and  determined  look 

After  reading  an  exciting  story  in  man's  second  best  friend  a  book. 

In  Your  Easter  Bonnet 

When  it  comes  to  Easter  bonnets,  plainess  you'll  be  shunning 
For  your  new  spring  chapeau  just  has  to  be  simply  stunning 
A  rose  bud  here  and  a  hat  pin  there 
Net  and  lace  you  twist  through  your  hair. 

Would  it  look  better  with  a  streamer  or  bow? 

Do  you  want  to  look  fluffy,  or  have  ribbons  flow? 

There's  the  snug,  little  cap  and  the  sombrero  type  hat 
The  tall  pompous  bonnet  and  the  square  and  the  flat 
An  -  oh  -  the  sophisticated  type  with  the  mysterious  veil 
The  exquisite  little  beanie  that's  so  delicate  and  frail, 

But  whether  your  bonnet's  of  satin  or  straw 
If  you  have  the  spirit  tis  without  a  flaw; 

So  on  Easter  Sunday,  don  your  bonnet  and  stroll  to  church, 

For  that  extra-special  spring  headdress  theres  a  never-ending  search 

Lilies 

The  Easter  lily,  flower  of  flowers 
True  emblem  of  the  Easter  hours. 

Sign  of  peace,  symbol  of  grace. 

Crowned  with  white  petals, like  so  much  lace 
With  a  slender  stem,  it  dips  in  the  breeze 
Nodding  its  head  with  gentle  ease. 


I  would  it  were  possible  to  enroll  here  the  complete  roster  of  those  to 
whom  I  am  indebted  for  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  volume.  The 
contribution  of  each,  be  it  large  or  small  —  family  data,  pictures,  research, 
word  of  encouragement,  or  a  specially  written  biography  or  character  sketch  — 
did.  its  important  part.  For  each,  I  express  my  leartfelt  thanks. 

To  the  many  to  whom  a  special  word  of  recognition  is  due,  are  scattered 
throughout  the  text  little  phrases  of  appreciation.  To  others  are  accorded 
by-lines,  footnotes,  or  other  forms  of  special  acknowledgment.  These  are 
they  who  gave  freely  of  their  time  and  ability  in  supplying  me  with  not  only 
the  data  regarding  their  own  immediate  families,  but  were  also  generous  and 
eager  in  helping  with  the  project  as  a  whole.  Thus,  I  was  enabled  to  make 
contact  with  many  with  whom  I  might  not  otherwise  have  been  able  to  communicate. 
To  all  these  should  go  not  only  my  own  personal  word  of  thanks,  but  the  ap¬ 
preciation  of  those  of  you  who  were  yourselves  unable  to  supply  the  information 
needed.  Hay  I  now  lead  you  all,  then,  in  a  rousing  cheer  to  those  whom  I  have 
dubbed  "Co-historians'"  Each  family  will  recognize  its  own.  I  cannot  list 
them  all  here. 

Finally,  there  is  a  tiny  group,  who,  by  written  word  and  by  their  reminis¬ 
cences,  their  records  and  their  scrapbooks,  have  aided  the  writer  in  the 
creation  of  a  backdrop  behind  the  stage  upon  which  this  play  has  been  produced 
and  enacted.  Upon  this  backdrop,  the  writer  has  by  painstaking  research  and 
vivid  imagination,  aided  by  the  reporter's  "nose  for  news"  and  the  ability  to 
recognize  the  significance  of  each  fragment  to  the  whole,  re-created  the  play 
which  has  "run"  for  200  years,  and  has  assigned  the  actors  and  actresses  their 
respective  parts. 

My  appreciation  of  sources  other  than  family  and  friends  is  indicated 
briefly  in  the  bibliography  included  herein.  The  courtesy  and  assistance  of 
the  staffs  of  the  National  Archives,  the  Library  of  Congress,  the  D.A.R. 

Library  at  Washington,  the  county  and  state  libraries,  the  offices  of  the 
various  county  court  clerks  in  Virginia,  Kentucky,  West  Virginia,  and  Ohio, 
is  acknowledged  with  thanks.  In  those  few  instances  in  which  I  have  used 
excerpts  from  published  sources  I  have  given  appropriate  credit,  but  wish  to 
again  express  my  thanks  for  the  privilege.  The  sympathetic  understanding 
and  patience  of  my  typist  and  my  printer  has  known  no  bounds,  and  I  am  particu¬ 
larly  grateful  to  them. 


Faithfully, 


Ruth  Cleveland  Leslie 
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INDEX 


The  following  is  an  index  to  the  families  related  by  blood  or  marriage  to  this 
iranch  of  the  Leslie  family.  An  asterisk  in  front  of  a  name  indicates  that  the 
(arson  who  bears  it  is  either  an  early  ancestor  of  the  first  of  some  name  to  enter 
;he  family  or  else  there  were  no  children  by  the  marriage.  Of  course  the  text 
‘urther  clarifies  these  points.  Two  **  means  error  in  using  unrelated  name. 

1.  Page 


trams... . 37 

bsher  . . 220 

ibucchi  . .  140 

dams  ....  28,68,88,133,14^,308-309 

ddis .  48  ,78 

damson . .......104 

dkins  ..  25,94,137,138,173,180,321 

llshire  . . 43 

llan . ...104 

lien . 11,254,256,263,272,388 

lley  . .  103,183,186,187,208 

lexander  . . 86 

Itman  . . 216 

aburgy  . . 268 

nderson  . 125,134,197 

ndrews . .  292 

ppel  . 69 

<pple  . . ..189 

rden  . . 76 

rthur . 83 


Bastic  200 

•Bates . 88 

Batesel  . .  271 

Bauman . 122 

Bayes . 169,326 

♦Bean  . . 104 

•Beck . 132 

Belcher . .....76,79,137,138,289 

Bel  ford  . . 155 

Bel  yew . 158 

•  Bender . 189 

Bennett  .  63,97,125,131,132,163 

195,200, 204,210-214,237 

Berchtel  . 22 

Berg .  57 

Berquist  . . 29 

Bevins  .  97,122,138,176,180 


181,183,205,211,  215,238,240,248 
256,270,273,289,  293,330,339-359 
361-363 


rtist . . . 88 

rvitt  . . 43 

tkinson . 2*8,279,301 

ustin  ........................  66 

uxier.. 97,227,274,275,277,282  -284 
298,301-302 

ris .  137,143 

sar . . .  Ill 


alley . 25,80,91,190,259 

aisden . 137,138,144 

aker . 142 

all  .  93 

inner  . . 256,341,343 

arber . . . ..27 

irnes . 156 

trnhart . . .  36 

irtley . . . 287 

irr .  244 

irrett . 101 

irtram . 89 


Biggs  . 

Billups  .... 

♦Birner  ..... 

.  108 

Black  . 

.  146,224 

Blair . . 

. . . .  85,143,191 

Blackburn  .. 

.121,123,181,191,199,258 

Blankenship. 

Bliss  ... _ 

Boals  . 

Boaz . 

.  293 

Bobbelett  .. 

.  233 

•Boehm  _  _ 

.  316 

Boggs  . 

. 39,63,113 

•Boiler  . . . . . 

.  210 

Boldt  . 

.  74 

Boles  . 

Bond . . 

Borders  .... 

Bouton  . 

.  71 

•Bowen  ...... 

Bowman  ..... 

.  179 

Bowles  . 

Boyd . 

3»7 


B.  (Continued) 


Boyden . 32 

Brainard . 23 

bramraer  . .  39 

Branham  . .  144,254,271 

Bravad . 71 

Briggs  . . 179 

Britton  . . 132 

•Brooker  . . 145 

Brothers . 137 

•Broughton  . .  196 

Brown  .  101,131,156,183,104,209 

253,260,301 

Browning  . . 13,141 

Brudl  e . 284 

Bryan  . .  185 


Bryant . 209 

Buchanan  . .  1  ,9,13 

•Bunker  . . 134 

Bunn . 255 

Burchett  ...  93,105,112,114,179,105 
268,271,347 

Buroess  . . 305-307 


Burnett  137,130,341 

•Burns  0. 

,349,357,362 
.  09 

Rnroker 

.  157 

•Burr iss  ............... 

. .  169 

Rusliat.7. 

.... _  155 

Bnskirk  ............... 

....  137,139 

But.l  er  ................ 

. . .  288 

Byrd  .................. 

....  137,140 

c. 

•Cal hnon  ............... 

Cal  1  nhnn 

.  42 

Camhron  ............... 

....  39,4756 

. 70 

Cameron  (see  Cambron) 

. 39,47^6 

Carpenter  . .  72,216 

•Carroll  . . . . .  91 

Carson  . . ...131 

Carter  ..... _  07,102,106,106,330 

Cartrnell  ,,,,, . . . 343,347 

Casey  . .  135 

•Cassell  ...............  105,315,313 

Caudill  . . 153 

•Cecil  . 241 

Chaddock . 143 


Chamberlain . . . 78 

Chambers  . 19 

Chaney . 176,284 

Charles  .  101,104,106,208 

Chenoweth  . . 47 

Childers  . 172,173 

Church  . . 190 

Clark  ..110,152,267,268,314,344  -346 

Clay  . . . . .  101,174,  355 

Cleghorn . 179 

Clemons  . .  191 

Clendeniri  . 37 

•Clevenger  . .  289 

Clifford  . . 155 

Cline . 115,132,209,290 

Cloyd  . . . .  9  ,20 

•Coffee  . 248 

Coffey  . . 149 

Cole . . . 316,317 

Coleman  ....  132,137,130,179,199,388 

Colfax  . . 197 

Colley  . . 26 

Collier  . .  18*2 

Collins  .....  36,114,160,169,179,316 

Coll ir.sworth  . .  123,233,241-244 

Compton  . . . 9  ,11,18 

Concannon .  79 

Condrv  . . 74 

Conley  .  174,230,300,303-310,312 

326,333-330 

Conn . . .  89 

•Connolly  . . .229 

•Connor  . . 253 

Cook  . . 140,162,351 

Cooper . 39,41,42,43,105,117,210 

250,259 

Cornet  . . 119 

Cornett  . .  174,352 

Cortney .  100 

Corun  . . 32 

Costa  . . 137,139 

Cotten  . . 273 

Cox . 104,347 

Craft .  30,196,197,'223?226,329 

Craig  . .  150,174,223,226 

•Craigmiles . . . 146 

Crawford  . . 117 

Crider  . . 105,115,326 

•Crull  . 195 

Crum  . . 139 

Cunningham  . . .......114,288 

Curtis . . . .....22,27 


^98 


C.  (Continued) 

Curry . . . .  24 

D. 


Dalton  ...... 

. . . 222 

Damron  . 

. .  101,168 

^Daniels  ..... 

. . ’  94 

Dantzler  .... 

. 230 

Davis  ...... 

...  169,222,257,209,292 

Dawson  . . 

. .  145-162 

Day  ......... 

. . . . .  294 

Dean  ........ 

. . .  143 

Deegin  ..... 

Deerfield  ... 

. .  36 

DcGeornc  .... 

0^0 

DcLo.ng  . . . .  114 

Denton  .  13,190,204,213-216,300 


Deppish  . . . 

Deskins  ......... _ 

...  137,133,229 

DeWeese  . . 

. I ..."  200 

Dingess  . 

.13,137,142,143 

Dinsmore  . . 

.  105 

Dixon  . . . 

.  200 

Dodds  . . 

.  35 

•Dodge . . . . 

•Donaldson . . 

.  255 

Doran . . . 

.  317 

Dowl  inn  . . . . . . 

. .  197 

Drake . 

.  137,143 

Dudley . . . 

Duncan  . 

.  63 

Dual ap  . . . 

.  260 

Dunn . 

.  70,233 

Dunston  . 

. i  74 

Durham  ............. 

. 200 

Duty . 

. .  233 

Dye . . 

E. 

Easley  . 

.  139 

Easterdcy  .......... 

Easterling  . 

. .  08 

Edler  . 

.  122 

Edr.o  n ,  Edn  ond,Edmons 

. 03r89,185 

Edwards  . 

.  59,60,266 

Eichhorn . . 

. i.  133 

••  Elderaeyer . . 

Elkins  ....  9,13,19, 

122,165,167,270 

Ellenberg .  231 


•Eller  . 

Ellett  . 

Elliott  ...... 

Ellis . 

Ellswick  ..... 

Els wick  . . 

•  Enoland  ...... 

Ennlish  ...... 

Epling  ....... 

Epperson  ..... 

•  Espcv  . 

Esteo  ........ 

Evans . . 

7,30,71 ,06,177) 23s) 206 

Eurker  ....... 

Broiert . 

F. 

•Fabian  . 

Fairchild  .... 

•Farley  . 

Farncy  . 

•Fasciano  ..... 

Felty  . 

Ferguson  ..... 

..  243, 2 14, 27 1,305,307 

Fife . . 

Figenbaugh  ... 

Fillbrandt  ... 

Finch  . 

Fintzelberg  ,. 

Fish . 

Fitch  . 

Foley . . 

••Folsom . 

Ford . 

204,222-20, 

347 

Forsyth  . 

.  220-221 

Foster  ....... 

•Fleslman  ..... 

Fletcher  ..... 

.  137,139,140,135 

••Flint  . 

Flippen  ...... 

Fraley  . 

France  ....... 

.  160 

Francisco  .... 

.  101,290 

Freeland  . 

. ’  06 

Fridemnaker  .. 

•Fuller  ....... 

Fullerton  .... 

•Fritz .  42 
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G, 


Gahm . . . ...........131 

•Cambell  .  208 

Garrett  . .  256 

Gartner . 74 

•Garvin  .  59 

•Gearheart  . 263 

Gee . 331 

Geibel  ..' . 39,57 

Gerolimo  . 151 

Gerlach .  142 

Gibson  . . 186 

•Gilbert  .  212 

Gill  .  355 

Gillespie .  18 

••Gill  am .  190 

Gilley  .  23,26,137,138 

Gilliam  .  101,169,186,189 

•Gillum . 36 

Gilpin .  132 

•Gobel  .  255 

Gcble  . ,111,257,269,271,272,335 

Goodson . 199 

Gorman  .  147,256 

Grace . % 

Graham  .  25,230,250,261,266 

Cray . 57 

•Greer  .  245 

Grestle .  266 

Grey . 114 

•Grimes  . 313 

Gross  .  199 

Gunnell  . 268 

Gunnels  . .  266 

H. 

Hackworth .  307 

•Hager  .  166 

Ilagy .  184 

Halcomb  . . 252 

Hale .  21,57,227 

Hall  ....  94,95,104,114,182,197,244 
253,267-63 

Hamilton  ......  133,146,186,200,285 

Hamnon  . . 22 

Hanuonds  . .  262 

•Hampton .  313 

Ilarnus  .  24 

Handley  . .  29 


Hank  ......... 

Hanks  ........ 

•Hannah  ....... 

Hansen  . . 

•Harbin . . 

•Harlem  . . 

••Harmans  . . 

•Harmon  . 

Har-riman . 

Harris  ...... 

31,119,216,254,257,263- 

265,266,271 

,343,347 

Harrison  . 

Hart . . 

Hartman  ...... 

•Harper  . 

Harvey  . 

Haselblad  .... 

Hassen  . . 

. .  68 

Hastings  . 

Hatcher  . 

..  173-175,196-197,213 

Hatton  . 

.  293 

Hawes  . 

. .  37 

••Hay  . 

Hayes  . 

Haynes  . 

Hay ton  . 

Heibeck  ...... 

.  284 

Heironymous  .. 

Hendricks  .... 

.  295 

Henkel  . . 

.  258,259* 

Henry . . 

Henson  . 

.63^  25,134-135,...  ,278 

Hereford _ _ 

.  284 

Heron  _ 

. .  103 

•Herrell  . 

.  43 

Herring  . 

Hicks  . 

.  295 

Hicksenhytzer 

Higgins  . 

•  Hill  . 

. .  245 

Hindrelet  .... 

Hobble  . 

.  44,45 

Hobstetter  ... 

.  149 

Hockman  _ 

.  133 

Hodge  . 

•Hofman  . 

Hogan  . 

Holbrook  . 

.  65,27.8 

Holley  . 

.  36 

Holmes _ ... 

.  85 

•*Hol lings head 

.  66 

3o 


I 

a 

flu 

Oil 

Hu 

ill 

llu 

Hu 

llu 

llu 

llu 

flu 

llu 

Hy 


I, 

111 

Iri 

In 

In 


J. 

lot 


fci 

lai 

lai 

Jai 

lay 

leu 

Jes 

Joh 

loli 

Joh 

Jon 

Jor 

Jos 

J'JS 


UOO 


"H.  (Continued) 


Hollingsworth  . 88 

Holt  .  253 

Honaker . 82 

•Hood . 208 

Horne .  286 

Howard . . .  217  -219 

Howell  . 113 

Ilubbell  .  159-160 

Huffman  .  77,173,175,229,267 

•Humphrey . 219 

•Hughes . . .  43 

Humble  . . 34 

Hunt  . .  121,123,290,315,318 

Hunter  . .  59,250 

Hurt  ...  16,118,204,217-219,239,260 
237 , 294, 300 , 335 , 350 

Ilurron... . 295 

•Huson .  259 

Huston .  143 

•Hynson . . .  132 

;• 

Ingram . . .  179 

Irel  an .  85 

Irvin .  37 

Irwin .  130 


J. 

Jackson  ....  19,97,121-123;125;132 
1 36-1 44 ;  251 , 253, 259 ;  296-297 ;  350 


James  . . . . 

Jarrell  .. 

Jarrett  .. 

Jarvis  ... 

Jayne  .I.! 

Jenkins  .. 

Jessie  ... 

Johannsen 

Johns  . . . . 

j 

Johnson  . . 
155,174 

Jones. . . . . 

.  35,29,34,96,101,140,150 
, 216, 240-44, 276, 278, 290 
98, 99, 1 47, 246, 255, 256,329 

Jordan  ... 

Joseph  . . . 

Justice  .. 

27,58,65-73,89,93,124,137 

138,172,199,208,209,234 


K. 


Kash  ..........................  104 

•Kay . .  Tin 

••Kazee . . 

Keathley  ...., . 

Keen . . 

•Keeton  . 

••Keith  . 

Keithlev  . 

Kelble  . . 

Kell um  . .  io 

Kelley  . 

•Kelly  . 

Kendrick .  lin 

Kennedy  . 

Kenney  ............ 

•Kess inner  . 

Kessler . . . 

Keyes . . . 

Keyser  . . 

Kidd  . 

King  . 

Kinnard  . 

Kirchner . . 

•Kirker . . 

Kirkpatrick . . 

Kish . 

Koch . . 

•Koons  . . 

Kordell  . 

Krakauer  . 

Kramer . . . 

Kurzdorfer  . 

L. 

Lacy . 

Ladsen  . 

Lamb . 

Lambert  . 

Lnngdon . 

Langford . . 

•Large  . 

Larson  . . 

Larsson  . 

Lawhorn  . 

Lawson  . 

Lawyer  . . . 

Lawrence  . . 
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L.  (Continued) 
•Lanthorne  .... 


Layne  . .  166,257  -259,268,294 

Lee  . . ,96,146,209,266 

Lehman . 252 

Leibee . . . 92-96 

•Leith . 155 

Lemaster . 08.197 

Lemon  . . . . .  231 

Lesley, Leslie  (see  special ‘index 
for  these  families) 

Lewis........ .  ,59,84,153 

•Linkous  . . 295 

♦Lipford  . .  241,247 

’Lipscomb .  246 

Liskow  . .  78 

Lisle .  104 

Litteral  .  24,178,181 

•Lockhard . 352 

Logan . . .  92 

Long  . a5, 162, 260, 222 

Looney . 213,137-138,210,214 

♦Lopex  .........................  246 

’Loreto  .  273,391 

Lowe  .....  122,177,105,189,190,199 
200,295,320 

Lowry  . .  322 

Lovell  .  252 

*Llewellen  . . 142 

Lloyd  . .  41,70 

Luther  . .  152-157 

*Lyon . 317 

’Lyons  . 190,388 

♦Lyle _ 132;  Lyter .  255 

Me. 


McAdams  . . . .  •  184 

McCall  ister . ........45 

*  McCar rel  1  . . 104 

McCarthy  . . 149 

McCaskill  . .  •  223 

•McClung .  146 

McClure  .........  104,276,306,330 

McCoy... 137, 141, 142,179, 100,  355 

McCracken .  100 

McCreary  . .  59 

McCulloch . 79 

•McDonald  . . .  18,144 

McDougle  .  306,310 

McElroy  . . 292 


McGlothlin  .  137,144 

♦McGowan  . .  185 

McGuire  ...  7  -10,18,74,98,100-120,188 

•McGugins  . .  189 

McKee  . . 215 

♦McMellon  . . 77 

McMullen . 77 

McMullin  . . 88 

McNeal  . 30 

M. 

Maraushia  ...  181;  *Marye . 147 

Maben . 307 

Madafarri  . 58 

Magann . 33 

Maggard . 268 

Mahlow  . . 252,253 

Majenty  . . 76 

♦Malone . 42 

Manague .  209 

Manetti  .  63 

Maniford . . .  45 

Mann . . . 284 

Mapes  .  128,129 

Marble .  257 

Mark .  85 

•Marrs  . 222,225 

Marris  . 286 

Marshall  . . 102,105  -108,142 

Martin  .........  37,87,119,256,262,264 

278,343 

Massberger . 75 

•Massey  . . 141 

Mattingly .  295 


May  ....  18,19,101,110,181,189,203-233 
256,262,268,300,361 

Maynard  ...15  ,122,172, 181, 189, 234r236 
260, 282, 290,355,240, 241 , 247,292-295 


Mayo  .  98,100,103,118,124,174,240 

254, 261 , 270,274-281 , 298, 300,302, 365 
370,375-384,386 

Head. . l29;.M*e>de . 97,236 

Mebs  . . 153 

Meek  . . 276,375 

Mees  . .  155 

Meigs  . 33 

Mellon .  77 

Melvin . 277 

•Merriman . 222 

Merritt . 271 


1L.  (Continued) 


0, 


Michael  . . 78 

Middleton . 87 

Milam . 294.97,124^44^162 

Millard  .  240,295,341,348 

Mineral ,  1 51-2, 156, 2O4J208, 220 

Millis . 2Y-33 

Milner  . . 34 

Mims  ........  . ZiU  22, 240-253 

Minford  . .  123 

Minyard  . . 243 

Mitchell  . 250,251,252 

Moats .  152,153,154 

Modlem  ......................  104 

Moles . 188 


O'Brien  . 

Odear  . . 

O'Haire  . . 

Oiling  . 

01  stead . 

Oplastic  . 

Orthmeyer  ....... 

Osbourne  . 

Ostrom  . 

Ousley  . 

*Owens  ........... 

♦Owl . 

Orr . 

P. 


Monahan  ., 
Mongrain  , 
*Monroe  .., 
Moore  .... 
Moothart  , 
Morefield 
Morgan  ., 


.  107,103 

.  74 

.  130 

..19.85,186,233 

.  67,68 

. 190 

138,261,334,335 


*Pattos 

Paine  . 
Paling 
*Par!cer 
Parnell 
Parson 
Parsons 


...  204 
,.  20,25 
....  00 
329,  273 
...  252 
....  109 
75,76 


Moren  .'... . 231 

Morris . 245,289 

Mosley  .  91,270,272 

Mounts . 249,259 

Morrison . 350 

Mullins  .  181,270 

•Munday  . . 143 


Murphy  ..... 

Mutters  .... 

•Moriarty  . . 

197;*Musgrove. ..  132 

N. 

Nagel  .  _ 

.  131 

Neal _ _ 

.  69-72 

Nebergall  ., 

Nelson  _ 

. . . 244 

Nenni  _ 

.  141 

*Nesbitt  .... 

.  257 

Newnan _ 

.  197 

Newsome  .... 

**Nicholls 

.  83 

Nicodenus 

. ; . 141 

Noblett  .... 

Noffsinger  , 

Norman  _ 

.  92 

Norton  _ 

.  190 

Nunley  ..... 

Nunnery  .... 

Partin  . ...... .....v  *101 

Patterson  63 

Pauley . 227.  122 

Payne  . .  142 

Peacock  . . 31 

Peake  . . 67 

Pearson  . . 214 

Pechanic  . .  05 

Peery .  11,20 

Pennington  .....................  77,70 

Perry .  137,130,336 

Peyton .  291 

*Pfarr . 133 

Phelps . 71 

Philips .  002 

Phillips . 314,179 

Pinson  .  97  ,164,105,230,234,293 

Pohl  . 159 

Pollard . 153 

Pol ley  .  232,233 

Ponder . 75 

Poole . 132 

Porter  ...  102,103,105,117,254,255,270 

*Post . .  132 

Powers . 292 

Prater  .  115,347 

Preece . . . ............  181 

Preston  .  101 ,240,254-260 
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P.  (Continued) 

Price . ...........378,230,269 

Prichard  .  09,251,252,375 

Prince . 75 

•  Pruitt  .  187 

Pugh . 244 

Q. 

Queen . 76,90,91 

Quillen .  141,208,209 

♦Quimby  . .  132 

R. 

Bais  . 243 

Rakas  .  122 

Ramey  . . .  31, 96 

Ramsey  .  77,175*183,199 

Randolph  .  230,231 

•  Rangel y  . . 174 

Rapp  . . 153,154 

Ratliff  ..174,170,100,186,187.189 
162,230,231 

Ray .  141 

Rayman  . . 159 

Reasor  ......................  247 

Reaves  19 

•Redland .  155 

Reed..  19,101,108,112,137,138,173 

Reese . 48 

Reid .  316 

•  Reinberg . 147 

Reiter  . . 179 

Reynolds....  160,169,183-187,190 

324  * 

Rhodes .  139 

Rice. . 32, 90, 91 , 92. 1 90, 260. 301 . 31 2 
314,341,346 

Richards  142 

Richardson  . .  291 

Ridenour . 170 

•  Ridgeway .  152 

Rife .  74 

Riffe .  27,184 

Riggins . 217 

Riggs . 140 

Riley  .  37,137,139,199 

Ritchie  . . 102-106 

Roberts  ..........  141, 173, 221 r 266 

Robertson  . .  179,255,291 

♦Robinson  ... . .  31,332 


?odewa,d  . . 139 

:,Roe . 257 

Rogers  .  229, 252 

Romans  . 101 

Roop .  109 

Rose .  39,88 

Rosenthaw .  257 

Ross  .  27-29,66,104,137,139,190 

Roush .  139 

•Rucker .  36,95 

Runnels  . 393.265 

Runyon  ....  36,179, 203-205; 229-233,355 
178 

S. 

Salyer .  113 

Salyers . i... 186, 187, 190,197 

Sample .  222 

Samsel  . 264 

Sanders . 146,168,169,288 

Sansom . 19,151 

Sargent  . .  57 

Sarrett .  39,63 

♦Satterfield  .  42 

Savage  .  68,190 

Sawyer . 42 

Sawyers  .  139 

Saylor .  29 

Scalf .  101 

Scaggs  .  84 

•  Schaeffer .  166 

Schmauck .  87 

Schmitt  . . 71 

Schneider .  42 

♦Schump . 190 

Schurman .  39,63 

Schy .  72 

Scott  ..  30,31,177,178,180,289,320-324 

Sebring . 156 

See . 37,137,138 

Setser  .  119 

Settlemeyer .  276 

Setzer .  269 

Sexton .  25 

•Shackleford . .  206 

Shaw .  131 

Sheehan  . . 68 

Shelton  .  121 

♦Sherman .  270 

Shivel  .  36 

Shortridge . . . 102,103,123 

Signaigo . 252 

Simons  . 324 
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S.  (Continued) 


Sims  .  42 

Simpson  .  114,141 

♦Sizemore  . .  271 

♦Skeens  .  270 

Slater  .  122,355 

•Slavens  .  32 

Sledd .  70 

Slone . . ...260 

Smi th. .  18, 24, 34, 48, 75, 77, 86, 90, 91 
114,142,175,183,185,199,200 
216, 231 , 260, 268, 289, 290, 293 
294,295,297,355 

Snook  . 158 

Snipes  .  180 

Somers  .  293 

Sowards  .  288 

Snively  .  37 

Snyder  .  19,35,130 

Sparks  . 114,197 

♦Spear .  148 

Spears. .19,99,101,102,105,109-112 
119,170, 180, 217, 231 , 243, 
290,334,335 

Spradlin .  105 

Spriggs  .  133 

Sprinkle .  47 

Spurlock .  261 

St  Charles  .  252 

Stacey  .  238,339 

Stalcup  . .  326 

Stamper  .  199,244 

Stanford .  104 

Stanton  .  151,157 

Stapleton . 257 

Starkey .  252 

♦Staton  .  208,352 

Steel  .  189,222 

•Steele .  222 

♦Steiner .  155 

Stephen .  86 

Stephens  .  118,267,268 

Stepp  .  110,137,189,355 

Stewart  . 94,323 

Stiltner .  91 

Stir .  22 

Stokey .  58 

Stone  .  7,9,185,199,200,230 

Storrow .  268 

Stout .  107 

Stratton  20,82,97-118,166,197,236 
268,287,293,294 


Strohl  . 78 

Stroth . . .  78 

♦Stroud . 153 

Stubblefield  . .  284 

Stultz . 317 

•Stumbo  . . .  270 

Sturdevant .  353 

Sturgil  . 209,294 

♦Syck .  294 

Sumners  . 151,242,243 

Suter . . .  130 

Sutherland  .  159,265 

Swenson . . . .  80 

♦Sword . 206 

T. 

•Tapy .  140 

•Tawney .  94 

Taylor  ..84,86,101,132,161,198,206,207 
216, 240, 245,252, 258, 290, 295, 313, 320 
346,352,358,359 

Temple .  1% 

Terry .  199 

Thacker .  180 

♦Thayer . .123 

Thomas  .  25,87,88,147 

Thompson.. 30, 41, 85, 101, 114, 144, 151, 181 
189,290 

Tickel  .  216 

Tipton  .  96 

Todd .  346 

Tolliver .  23 

•Tony  . .  143 

Toney  .  245 

•Tramnell  .  205 

Trent . ... .  230 

Trivette . .  290 

•Tudor .  262 

Turner  . .  48,137,138,262,263 

Tyree .  37 

V. 

Van  Buren  . .  292 

Van  Gilst .  37 

Van  Horn .  130 

Van  Meter .  291 

Van  Ornum  . .  95 

Vance  .  113,137,141,144,197 

Vanhorr, . . .  91 


V.  (Continued) 


Varney  . 175 

Vaughan  .  102 

Vedder .  159 

Vest  .  350 

Vizza  .  78 

Vonters  .  31 

W. 

Waddell .  37 

Waddle  . 216 

Wadkins  .  84 

Wagner  .  131 

Waicknan  . .  3f 

Walker . 97. 141. 171-173,211, 221. 


236,260,266,322,329 


Willis . 32,276 

Wills  . 317 

Wilson . 32,231 

Winkler .  214 

Winters  .  76 

Wolford .  156 

Womack  .  319-332; 365-374 

Wood . 78,307 

Woodin .  79 

Woods  .  57, 123; 145-1 50; 270-271 

Workman . .  90,  92 

Worley .  63 

Wright  ...29,39,44,131,159,160,162.169 
284,309 

Wvand .  292 


Walls  .  18  Y. 

Walters  . .  259,272,347 

Wampl  er  . .  291  Young  72, 227 

Ward .  142,257,376 

Warden  . .  229  Z. 

Warner .  84,85 

Warnock .  87  Zeiger .  45 

Warwick  104,186  Zemek . 214 

Waters  .  142 

Watkins  .  35,36 

Watson  .  295 

Watts  ,,,,,,, .  252 

Webb  . 93,190 

Weber .  131 

Weddington  ...  181,185,187,287,366 

Weese  .  154 

Weitzel  .  256 

Welch  .  158 

Wellman  .  263,264 

Wells.. 105,107, 112, 113, 151, 302, 314 

Werner .  219 

Wheeler  .  59,63,140 

Whitaker .  312 

White . 18,19,47,130,137,242 

Whited .  87 

Whitehead  . 178,182 

Whitt  .  158,175 

Wigner . 39 

Wilcox  .  245,246 

♦Wilkerson .  19 

Wilkinson . * .  69,70 

•Williams  24,110.162.190,191.205- 


209,213 

Williamson  ...  137,138,180,240,285 
287,291-293,341,355 


40  6 


XESLEY  -  LESLIE 


The  "Lesley"  spelling  was  used  for  the  first  t)u*ee  generations  and  in 
a  few  cases  for  later  generations.  These  listings  are  given  herein  by 
generations  for  clarity  sake.  The  spelling  of  "Leslie"  was  generally  used 
for  the  4th  and  subsequent  generations.  These  listings  are  given  alphabeti¬ 
cally  and  the  generations  to  which  they  belong  are  not  indicated,  but  are 
apparent  from  the  text.  Generations  begin  with  William  Robert  Lesley  as 
the  first  (I). 


LESLEY: 


LESLEY: 


I 


IV 


William  Robert  (William)  1-20;217  Elizabeth  Q  . ..............237 

Elizabeth  Margery  .....165,166,167 

II  family  .......  203-233, 213, 26L 

Harvey  (see  James  Harvey) 

Elizabeth  . 2,9,11  James  Harvey  ......  97,164,165;210 

John. . . 2,6,7,9-12; family. . .  20-96  families .  21 2-213; 166-201 

Nancy... ...2, 7  ,9; family...  18-19  John  Q  . . 237 

Robert... 2, 6-l6;families..  97-393  Louisa  . . 237 

Lucinda  . . . .  237 

III  Martin  C  . .  237 

Robert  H  . . .  237 


Adah. ... 1 4, 97; families.. .  1 24-1 62 
Allen. 14, 97, 256, 300 

families  . .  163-237 

Amos....l4,97;family  ....  236-237 

Cynthia  . . 14,97,235 

Elizabeth  14,97; family  121-’ 23,296 
Esther  ............  14,97;235;341 

Hannah... 14, 97;family  ....  90-117 

Harvey  ................  14,97,236 

James  . . 20 

Jemima  ........ .14,97, 235, 207,341 

John  P  ....12, 20; families  81-96 

Luna  ...... 14, 97, 122, 274; 339  -359 

Martha  B . 20,90,99 

Martin  14, 15, 97, 136, 217, 236, 26C? 

296; families  .......  290-330 

Milton  . .  14,97,236,230 

Naomi  . .  14,97,136,217; 


V 


Allen  Whetzel  ("Al”)  .........  173 

Annie  ................  190-201;213 

Elizabeth  Bennett  ........  190-195 

James  William  ("Will")  172-173;192 

and  . . 190 

Mary  Jane  . .  103-107 

Melinda  Boiler  .......  196-1 97; 21 3 

"Will"  (see  James  William)  172-173 

VI 

Hatler  ...................  172-173 

Kate  Madaline  . .  172-173 


VII 


family  . 

Pharmer  . . 

families  .... 

.  238-295 

Rachel  . 

Ruth  . . 

William  . 

. . . . . . 20-00 

Hatler  Jr.  . . 173 

Mae  . . 173 

Mildred  . . 173 


UO  7 


LESLIE 


A 


Ada  Augusta . • . .  23,26 

Ada  Jane  .......................  48-56 

Adah  (see  Lesley)  .  14,97;124-162 

Adella  Lois  ("Della")  .. .  174 

Addison  Noblett  240;family  ...  261-273 

"Al"  (see  Alfred  Smith)  . .  172 

(see  Allen  Whetzel  Lesley  ..  173 

Alafair .  96 

Albert  Sidney  ("Sid")  .  174 

Alfred  Smith  ("Al")  .  172 

Alice . 255 

Allen  (see  Lesley) . 14,97,163-237 

Allen  Jasper . . . 168,169 

Allen  Robert  . , ....  273 

Allen  Whetzel  (see  Lesley) .  173 

Alma  ............... .  43 

Alma  Josephine  ("Dollie")  ........  270 

Almeda  . . 94 

Alvida  Frances  . . 168 

Amos  (see  Lesley)  ......  14,97,236,237 

Amos  . .  168; 254; 257 

Amos  Martin . . . 240,295,355 

Amos  Polk  Jr.  (Amos  orJ.P. )  ..  169-70 

Amos  Polk  Sr.  ("Polk")  ...  168-170; 210 
Amos  S.  ("Dud")  ...  300, 302, 311-14; 362 

Amos  Victor  . .  169-170 

Amy  . . . . . .  254 , 260 

Andrew  and  Andrew  P . 34 

Andrew  Thomas  . 39 

Ann  Danner  . . . . .  256  ,257 

Anna  . 290 

Anna  (Annie  Amnie)  . . 267 

Anna  Dell,  44;Anna  M. ,59;Anna  R.  ..  34 
Anne  (See  Annie  Lesley)... 198-201  ; 21 3 

Anne  Elaine  . . 317 

Annie  (see  Lesley)  Annie  B.  ......  76 

Annie  Laurie  . . 283 

Antoinette  . .  181 

Aramiuta  Agnes  .  300  ,302,333  -338 

Arthur  J  . . 170 

Audra  . . 48 

B 

Ballard  . . 257 

Barbara  Frances  . . 331 

Barbara  Jane . . . 316 

Beatrice  Elizabeth . 35 

Bennett  Lee  . . 271 

Bertha  . . 34 

Beth  Magdaline  . .  181 


Betty  Jean . 181 

Billy  Lee  . 181 

Blanche  Ruth . 57 

Bobbie  W . 181 

Bonnie  Layne  .  271,272 

C 

Carl  . 94;Carl  Dudley  .....  58 

Carrie  Leona  Jane . 171 

Carter  Womack . . . 331 

Catherine . ...95^68 

Cecelia  Roger  . .  25 

Cecil  .  74 

Charlene . 170 

Charles,  (Charley, 160); (Toy  W. 139);  271 

Charles  Robert,  . .  39,44,47-56,273 

Charloty  . . 22 

Clara  A  . . 90 

Clarence  Wesley  . .  209,290 

Clarys  . .....36 

Claude  Delnas  . 272 

Columbus  . . 22 

Connie  . . 109 

Coonie . 169 

Cora . . . .  66  -63 

Cordelia  . . 163 

Curtis  Fillmore . . . 23,  25 

Cynthe  Marie  . . 109 

Cynthia  (see  Lesley)  .  14,97,235 

D 

Daisy  . 109 

Dal  lard . 109 

Darrell  Keith  . . 271 

David  Banner  (Sr.  and  Jr. )  .  266-267 

David  Kenerley  and  families  ......  03-96 

David  Richard  . . 267 

DeWitt  Clinton . 254 

Della  (see  Adella  Lois) .  174 

Della  Mae  .  176 

Dixie  . . 168 

"Doc" . . . 160,169 

Dollie  (see  also  Alma  Josephine)  ...  254 

Dollie  Belle  . .........23,  25 

Donald  Ray . . . 109 

Donna . 63 

Dora  . . 254 

Doris  Jean  . . 170 

Dorothy . 74;Dorothy  H .  59 


UO  8 


Leslie  (continued) 


D  (Continued) 


Douglas  Solomon 


o..l89 


E 


Eddie  Darrell  . „ . ....  267 

Edgar  .. . 94,257 

Edgar  Shaffer  . . .  39  ,40  ,57  ,63 

Edith  Elmo  .  ...0, . 189 

Edith  Iowa  . . 36 

Edna .  23;  Edna  Dewey  .....  189 

Edward  Alton  . . 289 

Edward  Bevins  . . 267 

Eliza  Margaret .  82 

Elizabeth(see  also  Lesley :E1 izabeth)82 
Elizabeth  Bennett  (see  Lesley)  190-195 

Elizabeth  Frances  . . 329 

Elizabeth  Margery  (see  Lesley  203-233 
Elizabeth  Q.  (see  Lesley) 

Ellen  . . 254  ,  257  ,  259  ,  260 

Elmer  E. . . 73 

Erneret  II. . .  39  ,40  ,57  ,63 

Emma .  169;  Emma  Eleanor  ...  270 

English  Elmo  . . 332 

Ernestine . . .  174 

Esta  Carrie  . .  285,286 

Esther  (see  Lesley) . 14,97,235,341 

Esther  Emma  ...90;  Esther  Minerva  240, 

and  . . 260 

Ethel  . . . . 34,68  and 

Ethel  Auxier  ...............  332 

Eugene  H.  .........  34  ,39,40,57-62,63 


F 


Fay  325,326 

Florence  . . .79; Florence  E.  ....  39,  57 

Florence  Reid  . . 316 

Floyd .  254 

Frank  E.... 22; Frank  Mayo  .  ,271 

Franklin  Bruce . 36 

G 

G.  Trimble  . .  247 

Gail  Concannon . 80 

Garrett  (Rev)  .  94 

Gary  Randall  . .  176 

Gaylene  Eva  . . 80 

Gene  Bennett  ...  l82;Gene  Porter  289 

Genoa  . . 22 

George. ,74;Geo. Earle. ,272;Geo.  W...  90 


Georgia  . 347,256,257 

Gerald  Graham,  Sr.  and  Jr.  ....  266,267 

Gladys . 289; Gladys  E .  36 

Grace  . .  94 

Grover  Cleveland,  Sr.  and  Jr.  174  ,176 
Guy  Womack  . . 327-329 


H 


Hannah  (see  Lesley)  .  14,97,98-117 

Harry  Lee  and  Harry  Winfield  .  269 

Harvey  (see  Lesley)  .  14,97 

Harvey  Mitchell  ("Mitch'*) .  176 

Hatler  (Sr.  and  JrJ(see  Lesley)  172  -173 

Hatler . . .  189 

Helen .  73,76,79 

Helen  Elizabeth . . .  288 

Henry  . . 34 

Hildred .  95 

Howard . 257 


I 


Ida  May  . 

Ike 

Inez  ("Birdie") 
Inez  Donna  .... 

Ingram  ........ 

Ingram  Els ter  . 
Irene  Maudrid  „ 


.  65-67 

.  168 

.  37 

.  39 

164, 178; 181 -182; 213 

.  181 

.  176 


Jack  (see  also  Lindsay  Solomon)  ..  23 

Jack  Womack . 331 

Jackqueline  Lee  . .  68 

James  . 20;95 

James  A.. .34; James  Crittenden  ....  271 

James  Donald . 170 

James  E . .  65  ,73-00 

James  Eli  ...94;  James  Franklin..  65-69 

James  Harvey  (see  Lesley)  .  166-201 

James  Kenna  ...' .  240,254-261 

James  Michael  . .  182 

James  Millard  (Sr.  and  Jr.)  . .  79 

James  Robert...  317; James  Roland  ..  189 
James  Will iam("Will")  (see  Lesley )172473 

Jane  .  168 

Janet  .  257 

Jeanne . 257 

Jemima  (see  Lesley)  ..14,97,235,287,341 
Jennie  Mae  ..48; Jennie  Justice  65,69-72 
Jerry  Mayo . 271 
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Leslie  (continued) 


J  (Continued) 


Jimmy  . . . 280 

Joan .  266;  Joann . .  170 

John  (see  also  Lesley)  ....  1  ,34  ,257 

John  Duchanan  ........  167; 177-1 82; 213 

John  Bundy . . . 22-26 

John  Ellsworth  . 39,44-47 

John  Emory  .  240,241-244  ;202 

John  H  . ....288-289 

John  Malcolm .  182 

John  Millard . . . 287,288 

John  P.  and  John  Q.  (see  Lesley) 81 ,237 

John  Paul  . . 271 

John  Wesley  . . 168 

Joy  May . 272 

Judith  Carole  ...  288;  Judy  ......  36 

Julia  E. 0.77-78;  Julia  Elsie  .  175 

June  169  .  320  -324 


K 


Kate  . . 263-266 

Kate  Katherine  Nora  ("Toad")  ....  171 

Kate  Madaline  (see  Lesley)  ...  172-173 

Kathleen . 24 

Kathryn  Gay  ......................  170 

Kathy  Audra .  176 

Kenas  Farrow  .  239,240,282-237 

Kenneth  . . 256 

Kerrait  Dana  (K.D.  ) . 181 


L 

Larry  ....  36;  Larry  Milford  ...  267 

Laura  ...  295;  Laura  Victoria  ...  285 


Lee .  254;  Lee  Russell . 66-69 

Lenda  Lou  .......... ..............  170 

Lenore  . .  37 

Lewis  Crittenden  ("Crit")  ....  268-272 

Lexie  Opal  . . 36 

Lillie  . .  165,178,179 

Linda  ...  168;  Linda  Carol .  331 

Linda  Karol  in  . .  182 

Lindsay  Solomon  ("Jack"). ..174-176, 193 

Liza  Belle  . .  168 

Lois  ...316;  Lois  Marie .  64 

Louisa  ...  237;Louisa  Helen241,242, 247 

Lovell  . 170 

Lucinda  (see  Lesley)  .  237 

Lula  Belle  ...273;  Lula  Hazel  «o.«  286 
Lula  Josephine . 266 


Luna  (see  Lesley)14, 97, 122, 274,339-359 


Luther  C 
Lynn  3  . 

Mabel  . .  74, 


,169;  (see  Lesley)  ......  13 


39, 


3 


Mae 
Madgp 

Malinda  Antoinette  ............. 

Margaret...  35;  Margaret  G . 

Margaret  Jane  . . . 

Margie  . . . . 

Marie . . . . 

Marjorie  ...  188, 189; Marjorie  G. 

Martha  ....................  22, 27,77, 

Martha  3.  (see  Lesley );Martha  Lou  39-5 
Martha  Mayo  ...267; Martha  Myrtle  ...2) 

Martha  Rebecca .  241,245,2? 

Martin  (see  Lesley)  also 

Martin  C. . . 2i| 

Martin  Samuel  .....  300,302,3l5-318;2$! 

Marvin . 95  ,19 

Mary . 36,163,254,27 

Mary  Ada. ..59;  Mary  Alice .  21 

Mary  Aliss 
Mary  Elizabeth  ............  240,274-2jlP 

Mary  Ellen  ("Ella") .  241-2 

Mary  Frances  (May) 

Mary  Iona  ........ 

Mary  Jane  (see  Lesley)  .  183-lli, 

Mary  Louisa  ("Polly")  . .  290,29 

Mary  Minnie 

Mary  Rebecca  . .  ljt 

Maude  ...  267;  Maude  Elizabeth  .... 

Melinda  Boiler  (see  Lesley)  196-197, 2t' 
Melvin  ..........................  34, fb 

Mildred  (see  Lesley  173)  and  also..  1- 

Minnie  ...37;  Minnie  Alva .  2:; 

Milton  (see  Lesley) .  14,97,236,2!t 

"Mitch"  (see  Harvey  Mitchell) 

Montervill  . . 

Mousie  D . . .  1 

Muriel  . . .  2 bf 

Myrtle  (Myrtie)  Elizabeth  . .  l' 


N 


2.7.9,18^ 


dc 


Nancy  (see  Lesley) . 

Nancy  Jane  . . 

Nannie . . . . 

Naomi  (see  Lesley)l4, 97, 136,217, 296-21 

Nell  . 266;  Nellie  J 

Nellie  Margaret  . 

Norman  L . . . . 


Jr 


bf 


!i! 
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.eslie  (continued) 


0 


>ctavia . .  284-285 

Sliver  . . 188 

Hivia  (01 lie)  .  282-284 

>11  ie  Beckham  ..  172; 011 ie  K. .  48 

brie  (see  Theorie  Espie)  ..178,180-181 

brpha  Buchanan . .  33 

fttis,5  .  58,61-62 


Roscoe  Madison  . . .......  189 

Rufus  . 168 

Russell  (see  Lee  Russell)  .......  66-69 

Russell  Blair . 68 

Ruth  (see  Lesley).............  11,20;95 

Ruth  C.  (Cleveland)  .  277,329 

Rutherford  Guy  . . 172 


S 


P 


amela  Jean .  170 

ansy .  189 

ctricia  Ann . 237,331 

eggy  Jean . 172 

harrier  (see  Lesley)  14,97, 236; 238-295 

harrier  Garland .  241,247 

haroiah  Donald  .  169 

hilip  Bruce . . .  317 

hill  ip  Jones  .  316,317 

liyllis  Ann .  170 

Polk"  (see  Amos  Polk, Sr. )  ..  168-170 


R 


.A.E.  (Robt.  Allen  English)..  364-374 
lalph  Archer. .272; Ralph  Donald  ..  176 

plph  Bunt  . . 316 

pnona  Kay  . . 269 

ndy .  272 

ichel  (sec  Lesley)  ....  14,97,234,236 
becca  Araminta  .........  240; 292-295 

becca  Elizabetli  . .  300,302-310 

ssa  (Teressa)  .  173,181,182,228 

tta  Alza  . 188,189 

. 257 

bert  (see  Lesley);  and  ...  36  ,65-73 
bert  Alan  and  Robt.  Alan  Jr.  ...  33’ 
bert  Alan  and  Robt.  Alan  Jr.  ...  331 
aert  Allen  English  (R.A.E. ). .319-332 

jert  Cecil  .  73-75 

;ert  Keith  . .  267 

oert  Lee .  188-189  ;257 

>ert  P....36;  Robert  Wesley  ...  240 

>erta  . . 36 

lolph .  189 

and  .  139 

tald  L . 181 

:nie  .  257; Ronnie  Hall. .  267 

a  Elizabeth  .  139 

a  Lee .  44 

alie .  273; 391 -393 


Sal lie  Celia  .  312-314 

Sam  Thurman  . 316,317 

Samuel  Allen  and  Samuel  James..  171-172 

Samuel  May . . .  256 

Sandra  . . 189 

Shirley  Beatrice  .  175 

Shirley  Hugh  .  178,182 

"Sid"  (see  Albert  Sidney) . 174 

Sparrell  Bevins  .  21 3, 240; 287-291 

Sophia  74;  Sophia  C.  74,75;Sophia  B.  76 

Speed  Alan .  330-331 

Stanley  R . .  36 

Steve  Rodney . 272 

Susan  Ann .  182 


Teressa  Lee  (see  Ressa)  ..  178  ,181,182 
Theorie  Espie  ("Orie")  ...  178  ,180,181 

Thomas  E. .254;  Thomas  G. . . ...254 

Thos.  Jefferson  ...  169,171-173  f254-257 

Thurman  Howard  . 181 

Thurston  . 254 

Til  den .  285 

Tommy . 257 

Trimble  .  169,287 


V 


Van  Michael  . . 

Victoria  A . 

Victoria  Adala  .... 
Victoria  Elizabeth 

Virgie . . 

Virginia. . . 

Virginia  Karen  170; 
Vonnie  . 


.  176 

.  268 

...  239,240,291,292 

.  240,248,253 

.  254,257-259 

.  22,74;168 

Virginia  Lee  ...181 
. 170 


W 


Wade  Hampton . 247 

Walter  Gordon . 44 

Wanetta  Lavonne . 58 


mi 


Leslie  (continued) 


W  (Continued) 

•Will"  (see  Lesley-Jaraes  William )172-3 

Wilbur  £.  . . 59 

Willadean . 170 

William  (see  Lesley) .  20-60 

William  Allen . 272 

William  Curtis . . .  24 

William  E . 39-64 

William  Eugene  . . 58 

William  Hunt  . . 316 

William  Logan . . .  23  t24 

William  IJayo . 189 

William  Pharmer  . .  272, 273; 385-390 

William  Richmond  . 256,257 

William  Robert  (see  Lesley)  also  ..  47 

William  Ross . . . 39,40,57,63 

William  Sparrell . 287 

Willie  .  166,189 

Wilma  ...  59  ;  Wilma  Agnes  . .  274 

2 

Zattu  Vinson  ..............  65  ,79-^50 

Zora .  94 
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